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THE    METRICAL    SYSTEM. 

ilnforc^  in  Autiria-Htmgaiy^  Belgium,  France,  Itafy^  NetherUmdi^ 
Portugal,  Spain^  Switzerland,) 


Metre.  •  •  • 

Kflometre  •  • 

8  Idlometres      •  • 

Knogramme      •  •   . 
Quintal  (100  kHog.) 

Square  kilometre 
Hectare  •• 

Oubie  metre  •  • 
13  cable  metres.  • 
Litre  ••  •• 

Hectolitre         •  • 


equal  to  1*094  ^rards. 

*    „  0-621  mile. 

^  5  miles  nearly  Q). 

equal  to  2*205  lbs 

„  3  cwt.  Dearly  (•). 

equal  to  0*386  square  mile. 

^  24  acres  nearly  (*). 

equal  to  1*308  cubic  yards. 
17 

equal  to  0*88  cniart 

,,  22  gallons. 


The  metrical  system  is  also  in  force,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in 
most  of  the  South  American  States. 


1  catty  . , 

1  picui  •  • 

Tdnde  of  land  •  • 

99        com  •• 

99        coal  •• 

Pund  •• 

Centner  •• 

Oke    .. 

Quintal  •• 

Pood.. 

Chetwert  •  • 

Verst .  •  •  • 


Sk&lpund 
Kanna.. 


Oke    .. 
Quintal 


China. 
• .    equal  to 

•  •         >» 
Denmark. 

•  •    equal  to 


Germany. 

•  •    equal  to 
Chreeee. 

•  •    equal  to 

••  t9 

RuBita. 

•  •    equal  to 

••  w 

••  w 

Sweden. 

•  •    equal  to 
••         »» 
Turkey. 

. .    equal  to 


Hlb. 

1  cwt.  21i  lbs. 

about  1^  acres. 
3*8  bnsbiels. 
4*6776  99 
1*102  lbs. 

about  110^  lbs.  («) 

about  2|  lbs.  (») 
123  lbs. 

36  lbs. 
5}  bushels, 
about  f  of  a  mile. 

1  lb.,  nearly  (•). 
I  gallon,  nearly  Q). 

about  2}  lbs.  (•}. 
125  lbs. 


0)  4  miles  1,709  yards. 
(>)  lcwt.3qrs.  24^1bs. 
f')  2  acres  1  rood  351  poles. 
(*)  110-232  lbs. 


(»)  2*84  lbs. 
(•)  0*987  lb. 
n  4'608  pints 
(•)  2*826  lb8a. 
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MONET. 


£ 

«• 

d. 

Austria^IIunganj 

•  • 

100  kroutzers  =  1  florin  =  nearly 

0 

1 

8 

Belgium^             1 
France,                \ 
Switzerland^       J 

•  • 

100  centimes  a    1  franc.     25  fhmcs 

22-128  centimes            •  •             » 

1 

0 

0 

Brazil 

• « 

Milreis  = 

0 

2 

8 

Portugal 

•  • 

Milreis  = 

0 

4 

6 

China 

10  mace  =  1  tael  = 

0 

5 

10 

Germany , . 

•  • 

100  pfennige  =s  1  reichsmark  = 

0 

1 

0 

Greece      . . 

•  • 

lOOlepta  ssB  1  drachma.  28  drachmai  =s 

1 

0 

0 

Italy        .. 

•  * 

.      100  centesimi  =  1  lira.     25  lire  = 

1 

0 

0 

Japan 

•  • 

100  sen  =  1  yen  = 

0 

4 

2 

Netherlands 

•  • 

100  cents  =  1  gulden  = 

0 

1 

8 

Euesia     • . 

•  • 

. .      1  silver  rouble  = 

0 

2 

1 

1  gold  rouble  = 

0 

8 

2 

Spain 

100  centimes  ==  1  peseta.     25  pesetas  = 

1 

0 

a 

1  real  =  25  eeirtimes. 

Sweden,              1 

Norway,              S 

>  .. 

100  ore  =s  1  krona.     18  kronor  = 

I 

0 

0 

Denmark,            J 

Turkey     .. 

•  • 

..   40  paras  s=  1  piastre 

100  piastres  =  1/.  Turkish  =s 

0 

18 

0 

United  Staiee 

•  • 

..           100  cents  xs  1  dollar  sa 

0 

4 

2 

New  Turkish  Metric  System  from  the  j^^  March,*  1882, 

The  archine  equals  in  length  1  m^tre.  The  archine  is  divided  into 
10  parmaks  (pouces);  the  parmak  into  10  khats  (lignes);  and  the  khat 
into  10  noktas  (points). 

The  raille  is  1,000  archines  in.  length ;  the  pharsagh  (10  millcs) 
or  10,000  archines  ;  9^  pharsagh  comprises  a  journey  of  about  two  hours. 

The  new  dennum  represents  a  square  piece  of  land  comprising 
10  archines  each  way,  or  100  square  archines.  The  dj6rib  100  archines 
each  way,  or  10,000  square  archines. 

The  eultchek  is  a  new  measui*©  of  oapacity,  a /?arma^  in  length,  width, 
and  depth. 

The  new  kiU  contains  10  eultcheks;  the  eultchek  10  kontons  (boites);^ 
and  the  konion  10  zarfs. 

The  new  oke  is  divided  into  1,000  dramet;  the  drame  into  10  denks; 
the  denk  mto  10  boughdais  ;  the  boughdai  into  10  habbis  (grain). 

The  new  batman  contains  10  okes;  the  kantar  10  batmans;  and  the 
tcheki  10  kantar 9. 
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Reports  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  Embassy  and 
Legatim  on  the  Mmnufaetmres,  Commerce,  ^c,  of 
the  Countries  in  which  they  reside. 


Netherlands. 


Report  by  Mr.  Fenton  on  the  Finances  of  the  Netherlands 
and  qf  the  DtUch  East  Indian  Possessions. 

Thk  revenue  raised  in  the  Netbeilands  in  1886  firom  Keceipu  tom 
all  the  principal  and  regular  sources  of  income,  though  taxes,  &c.,  m 
iaUing  short  of  the  Budget  estimate  by  610,161  fl.,*  ^^®^- 
exQeeded  the  sum  received  from  the  same  sources  in  the 
previous  year  by  2,920,840  fl. 

The  totals,  as  regards  these  sources  of  revenue,  for  the 
two  yeais  in  questimi,  were  as  folio  ws : — 

Florins, 
/iudget  estimate  for  1884     ..  •.     104,945,950 

Amount  received  in  1884    . .  . .     103.759,569 

Bttdget  estimate  for  1885    ..  ..      107,290,876 

AmoDDt  reesived  in  lSSi5    •«  • .     I06,6SO,209 

But  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  aggr^ate  revenue 
raised  in  1885  it  is  necessary  to  add  to  the  said 
106^680,209  fl.  received  from  tames,  &e.,  the  income 
aiking  fnnn  the  following  sources^  via.,  the  Government 
share  of  the  pirofits  on  the  woddng  of  the  State  railways ; 
the  sale  of  State  domains;  the  royalty  on  mines; 
nusceUan^>us  receipts ;  and  the  issue  (sanctioned  hy  the 
States-General)  of  additional  "mint  notes"  or  Govern- 
ment paper  money,  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000  fl. 

The  actual  return  from  these  special  sources  of 
revenue  will  not  be  ascertained*  or,  at  any  rate,  will  not 
appear  in  cmy  official  Return,  for  some  months  to  come ; 
but  in  the  Budget  estimate  of  Ways  and  Means  they 
were  calculated  to  ptoduce,  in  the  aggregate, 
11,256.800  fl. ;  and,  as  it  is  probable  that  about  that 
amoimt  will  have  been  realized  from  them,  the  total 
revenue  for  1885  may  be  assumed  to  have  amounted,  in 
round  numbers,  to  117,987,000  fl.,  to  which,  however, 
must  again  be  added  a  sum  of  2,217,000  fl.  which 
formed  an  item  in  the  estimate  of  Ways  and  Means,  as 

*  12  florina  =::  IL  ateding* 
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payable  to  the  Home  Exchequer  by  the  Netherlands 
Indian  Gk)yemment,  in  reimbursement  of  a  similar  sum 
paid  in  the  course  of  the  year  by  the  former  Government 
in  respect  of  interest,  <&c.,  on  loans  negotiated  by  the 
Netherlands  Gk)yemment  in  behalf  of  the  Qovemment 
of  Netherlands  India,  and  which  is  included  in  the 
year's  estimate  of  expenditure  as  part  of  the  charge  on 
account  of  int^-est,  &c.,  on  the  National  Debt. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  receipts  from  all  sources 
by  the  State  Treasury  in  1885  may  thus  be  assumed  at 
about  120,154,000  fl. 

The  Budget  Estimate  was  120,764,176  fl. ;  and  the 
difference  between  these  two  sums  is  accounted  for 
for  within  a  few  florins  by  the  diminished  receipts  from 
taxes^  &C.9  to  an  amount  of  610,167  fl.  as  above 
explained. 

The  expenditure  of  the  year  in  question  was  fixed 
by  the  Budget  at  135,220,555  fl.  But  this  included  a 
sum  of  5,000,000  fl.  for  the  cost  of  a  measure  which 
has  been  for  some  time  in  contemplation  by  the 
Government,  but  has  been  adjourned  from  year  to  year, 
namely,  the  demonetization  of  the  silver  coinage. 

Last  year  it  was  again  deferred,  so  that  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  has  not  been  expended, 
and  the  actual  authorized  expenditure  for  1885  will 
have  been  thereby  reduced  to  130,220,555  fl. 

Assuming  the  revenue  at  the  sum  above  stated  of 
120,154,000  fl.,  the  result  of  the  financial  service  of  the 
year  will  have  been  a  deficit  of  about  10,066,500  fl. 

The  items  of  revenue  for  1885,  comprised  in  the 
B;etum  above  referred  to,  which  show  either  an  increase 
or  decrease,  compared  with  similar  items  for  the 
previous  year,  are  the  following : — 

Inobiass. 


Florins. 

Direct  taxes    •  • 

474,467 

Equal 

to  about  If  per  cent. 

Bxcise  duties  • . 

2,088,571 

ft 

nearly  5        „ 

Indirect  taxes  .  • 

385,291 

9$ 

about  1^      „ 

Postal  Service.. 

145,488 

t9 

nearly  8         „ 

Telegraph  Service 

10,509 

99 

1     „ 

State  domains.  • 

59^75 

»> 

about  2^      „ 

Shooting  and  fishing 

•  • 

95 

99 

a  mere  fraction  p.  ct. 

Total  increase 

3,068,691 
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Import  duties  •  • 
Tax  on  gold  and  si 

wares           •• 
Pilot  dues 
Boyalty  on  mines 

•  • 
iTcr 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Florins. 
46,389 

.  44,442 

51,895 

125 

Equal  to  about  1  per  cent 
15        „ 

Total  decrease 

142,851 

The  di£ferenc6  between  these  totals  constitutes  the 
net  increase  of  2,920,840  fl.  in  the  year's  revenue  akeady 
mentioned. 

The  increase  under  the  head  of  direct  taxes  arose 
ahnost  exclusively  from  the  10  cents  per  florin  added 
last,  year  to  the  rate  at  which  the  assessed  taxes  on 
houses,  windows,  servants,  carriages,  &c.,  were  levied; 
two-fifths  of  the  yield  of  these  taxes,  I  should  observe, 
being  assigned  to  the  State  Exchequer,  and  three-fifths 
to  the  communes  in  aid  of  their  revenues. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  produce  of  the 
excise  duties  was  derived  chiefly  from  that  on  sugar, 
and  may  be  attributed  to  the  improved  method  intro- 
duced towards  the  middle  of  the  year  1884  of  assessing 
according  to  the  saccharimetrical  system,  instead  of 
according  to  colour,  the  excise  duly  on  raw  sugar, 
and  more  particularly  beet-root  sugar,  which  is  now 
manufactured  on  a  considerable  scale  in  this  country, 
and  is  imported  in  much  lai^er  quantities  from  abroad, 
especially  from  Germany  and  Belgium. 

Indeed,  this  description  of  sugar  has,  in  latter  years, 
almost  entirely  superseded  in  the  Dutch  markets  the  raw 
cane  sugar  from  Java,  Surinam,  &c.,  as  is  exemplified 
by  that  •fact  that,  out  of  a  total  of  about  126,080,000 
kilog.  of  raw  sugar  on  which  duty  was  paid  in  Holland 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1885,  no  less  than  118,443,000 
Idlog.  consisted  of  native  and  foreign  beet-root  sugar, 
and  only  7,637,000  kiloff.  of  cane  sugar. 

The  consumption  of  sugar  does  not  increase  in  this 
country,  nor  can  it  be  expected  to  do  so  as  long  as  the 
present  extremely  heavy  excise  duty  at  the  rate  of 
27  fl.  per  100  kilog.  of  refined  sugar,  and  relatively 
as  heavy  on  sugars  of  less  pure  quality,  continues  to  be 
levied. 
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The  excise  duty  on  spirits  shows  a  slight  increase  (of 
ahout  IJ  per  cent.),  owing  solely  to  the  addition  of 
5  fl.  per  hectol.  (65  fl.  in  piaee  of  60  fl.)  which  was 
made  to  the  duty  in  virtue  of  a  Law  passed  in  July  1884, 
and  which,  having  only  applied  to  five  months  of  tiiat 
year,  took  effect  during  the  whole  of  1885.  Contrary  to 
what  has  occurred  almost  invariably  year  by  year  in 
latter  times,  the  consumption  of  spirits  did  not  increase 
during  1885 ;  on  the  contrary,  in  so  far  as  this  can  be 
inferred  from  the  quantity  on  which  duty  was  paidj  it 
rather  diminished,  392,000  hectol.  having  paid  duty 
in  that  year  as  compared  with  398,000  hectoL  in 
1884.  The  former  quantity,  I  may  incidentally  observe, 
represents  a  consumption  during  the  twelve  months 
of  about  9^  litres  per  head  of  the  whole  population 
of  this  kingdom. 

The  excise  duty  on  soap  yields  about  1  pear  cent,  more 
than  in  1884,  but  the  retum  frcnn  that  cm  all  the  other 
articles  which  come  under  excise  control,  namely,  wine, 
salt,  beer  and  vinegar,  and  bnteher's  nteat,  was  below 
that  of  tihie  previous  year,  the  diminution  having  been  at 
tiie  rate  of  4  per  cent.,  2^  per  cent.,  3^  per  cent.,  and 
3^  per  c^it.  on  those  articles  respectively. 

The  iaerease  of  1^  per  cent,  shown  in  the  retum  from 
indii«ect  taxes  came  exclusively  f  rcmi  the  naturally  very 
vtoying  receipts  from  the  succession  duties  (which 
increased  by  15^  per  cent.),  all  the  other  items  under 
this  head  of  taxation,  nam^y,  stamps  and  registration 
B3sA  mortgage  duties,  having  produced  less  than  in  1884 
by  3^,  13i,  and  17  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  Post  CMfice  is  the  only  branch  of  the  public 
service  which  gave  a  natural  and  at  all  a  noticeable 
increased  retum.  From  the  Telegraph  Service  the 
increased  receipts  were  inconsiderable. 

As  regards  the  items  of  revenue  on  which  there  was 
a  positive  decrease,  the  diminution  was  so  slight  as 
to  be  scarcely  worth  notkje,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
unimportant  tax  levied  on  gold  and  silver  wares,  which 
only  produces,  on  an  average,  from  200,000  to  300,000  fl. 
annually. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Finance  relative  to  the  general 
financial  situation  of  the  kingdom  when  he  presented 
his  Budget  for  the  current  year  to  the  States-General : — 
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The  net  defieii  whioli  vemained  to  be  piovided  for  an  i>efieit  for 
the  final  cksinjrof  l&e  ftnamsial  accounts  far  1882,  and  ^^dkpowd 
whidi  amounted  to  IS,681,024fi,,  was  cov^eared,  in  vkirue 
ei  aLaw  paaied  adhocia  Jubj- 1886, by  an  apjHJopriatkm 
from  the  airailaUe  balanoB'  of  the  xnrooeeds  of  the  4  per 
Cent.  Loan  of  Jtdy  1B84  far  5fr,700,OOOfl. 

For  1863  the  fietarns  sheared  that  the  expenditure  De6eit  fo  r 
had  amounted  to  137,581,8773.,  and  the  reTOTiue  to  ^®^•^• 
115,011,400  fl.,  the  mult  being  comsequently  a  deficit  of 
22,570,477  fl- 

Bat  the  Minister  pointed  out  that  in  that  ezpen* 
diturc  TTOs  included  an  outlay  of  20,325,679  fl«  in  reject 
of  public  works,  which  must  be  considered  as  an  ex- 
traordinary disbursement^  whilst  of  tiiie  revenue  raised 
only  an  amount  of  2324,093  fl.  had  be^i  derived  from 
extraordinary  sources. 

The  net  excess  of  extraordinary  recdpts  was,  there- 
fore, 17,301,586  fl.,  and,  if  that  sum  were  dedueted  from 
the  above-mentioned  deficit  of  22,570,476  fl.,  the  actual 
deficit  BM  between  ordinary  expeaAditure  and  ordinary 
leyeBxie  would  be  only  5,068,890  £L 

With  respect  to  the  service  of  the  year  1884,  it 
appeared  from  the  accounts,  in  so  far  as  they  had  been 
made  up  when  the  Minister  entered  into  these  details, 
that  the  expenditure  had  reached  133,121,967  fl.,  and 
the  total  income  131,838,207  fl.,  the  deficit  on  the  year 
amounting  consequently  to  the  comparatively  small  sum  Compiraiiveiy 
of  1,283,760  fl.,  a  far  more  satisfactory  result  than  had  ^"gsf  "^^ 
been  anticipate  by  the  Budget,  the  expenditure  having 
proved  to  be  considerably  less,  and  the  Ways  and  Means 
more  productive  than  had  been  expected,  though  it  does 
not  appear  clear  from  the  Minister's  statement  how  this 
happy  result  was  achieved,  at  least  as  regards  the 
increase  of  revenue. 

With  reference  to  the  financial  results  of  the  year  Probable 
1885,  the  Minister  stated  that  the  expenditure,  which  J^^  of  the 
had  been  fixed  by  the  Budget  at  135,220,555  fl.,  would  yeansss.w 
at  any  rate  be  reduced  to  130,220,556  fl.,  in  consequence  J^e'Xuter^^ 
of  the  non-expenditure  of   the   5,000,000  fl.   (already  of  Finance. 
referred  to)  which  had  been  appropriated  to  cover  the 
expense  of  demonetiadng  the  silver  coinage;    and  he 
at  the  same  time  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Ways 
and  Means,  which  had  been  estimated  in  the  Budget 
at  120,764,176  fl.,  would,  as  a  result  of  the  Law  (also 
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referred  to  in  an  earlier  part  of  tiiis  B/oport)  increasing 
the  assessed  taxes  by  ten  '^additional  hundredths/' 
probably  yield  121,378,576  fl.,  so  that  the  deficit  on  the 
service  of  the  year  in  question,  which  figured  in  the 
Budget  as  14,466,379  0.,  would,  there  was  reason  to 
hope,  not  amount  to  more  than  8,841,979  fl. 

It  will,  however,  hare  been  seen  by  what  is  stated 
at  the  b^inning  of  this  Bicport  respecting  the  yield 
of  the  taxes  of  all  descriptions  during  1885  that  it  does 
not  ^appear  probable  that  the  Minister's  anticipation  of 
an  increase  of  revenue  beyond  the  Budget  estimate  will 
have  been  realized,  the  amount  actually  received  from 
those  sources  having  fallen  short  of  the  estimate  by 
610,161  fl.,  instead  of  having  exceeded  it ;  and  the 
result,  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  will  be  a  deficit  of  about 
9,466,379  fl.,  in  place  of  8,841,979  fl.,  m  foreshadowed 
by  the  Minister,  unless,  indeed,  some  unexpected  saving 
should  have  been  effected  on  the  estimate  of  expen- 
diture. 

The  deficits  on  the  service  of  the  three  years  from 
1883  to  1885  inclusive  may,  therefore,  be  stated  as 
follows . — 

Florins. 

1883  ..  ..  ..  ..     22,570,477 

1884  ..  ..  •.  ..       1,28{J,7C0 
1886         ,,              ..             ..             ..       9,456,379 


Total 


,.     83,310,616 


Budget  for 
1886. 


The  Budget  for  1886,  as  presented  by  the  Minister, 
estimated  the  expenditure  at  132,028,460  fl.,  and  the 
"Ways  and  Means  at  116,474,066  fl.,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
16,664,386  fl.,  but  both  these  estimates  underwent  some 
modifications  in  the  States-Greneral,  and  the  totals  of 
the  Budget  as  finally  approved  were  as  follows : — 

Florins. 
Expenditure  ••  ••  ..     130,943,648 

Waj-8  and  Means . .  , .  , ,      115,149,065 


Anticipated  deficit 


15,794,583 


Detail!  of  These  Estimates,  compared  vrith  those  for  1885,  show 

Sie^m/'"  diminutions  of  4,276,907  fl.  in  the  expenditure,  and  of 

pared  with  5,615,111  fl.  in  the  Ways  and  Means. 

th^for  rp^^  former  is  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to 

Public  Worki  a  reductiou  of   3,842,041  fl.  in  the  estimate  for  the 
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Department  of  "  Waterstaat/'  chiefly  in  respect  of 
public  works,  namely^  from  24,736,858  fl.  in  1885  to 
20,894,817  fl.  for  1886. 

There  is  further  a  reduction  of  rather  more  than  Deptitment 
1,000,000  fl.  in  the  estimate  of    expenditure  for  the  o'*»^^''^*«'^^^- 
I>epartment  of  the  Interior,  chiefly  on  the  items  of 
intermediate  and  primary  education ;  of  760,000  fl.  for 
tiie  Pinance  Department,  arising  from  the  diminished  Finance 
contribution  (three-fifths  in  phice  of  four-fifths)  made  ^^v^^^^^ 
by  the  State  from  the  yield  oi  the  assessed  taxes  in  aid 
of  the  revenues  of  the  communes,  as  provided  by  the 
Law  of  the  26th  July,  1885 ;  and  further,  of  some  small 
amounts  on  the  estimates  for  the  Department  of  Justice 
for  the  West  Indian  Colonies,  &c. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  estimates  for  the  navy  show  Marine 
anincrease  of  rather  more  than  l,000,000fl.  (12,652,166fl.  ^p*^*"^^ 
compared    with    11,635,716  fl.),  whilst   tjiose  for  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the  National  Debt  are  interest.  &c.^ 
higher  by  about  550,000  fl.,  arising  from  an  increased  Slbt!^^^ 
appropriation  in  respect  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the 
debt>  and  a  larger  amount  for  interest  on  Treasury 
bills,  and  there  is  also  a  slight  augmentation,  viz.,  from 
20,299,030  fl.  to  20,424,955  SL,  for  the  War  Depart-  warDepwt^ 
ment.  "^^"^^ 

The  reduction  of  5,615,111  fl.  in  the  estimate  of  the  Wajs  and 
Ways  and  Means  is  the  result  of  the  absence  in  the  Jgg?*'*^' 
present  Estimates  of  a  sum  of  5,000,000  fl.,  which 
appeared  in  that  of  last  year  as  representing  a  fresh 
issue  of  redeemable  paper  money  for  that  amount,  and 
further,  of  a  somewhat  reduced  estimate  of  the  yield  of 
the  excise  duties  and  the  indirect  taxes. 

In  the  Budget  for  the  current  year,  as  in  that  for 
1885,  there  is  the  item  for  interest  on  loans  to  be  paid  by 
the  Home  Grovemment  for  account  of,  and  to  be 
refunded  by,  the  Grovemment  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies, 
and  it  is  this  year  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  for  last 
year,  namely,  2,455,600  fl.,  as  against  2,217,000  fl. 

As  regards  the  deficit  of  15,794,588  fl.  which  appears  ProUMe 
upon  the  face  of  the  Budget  for  the  current  year,  ii  may  SSdt'for 
at  once  be  stated  that  this  amount  will  in  all  probability  i886. 
be  reduced  in  practice  by  5,000,000  fl.,  this  sum  being 
included  in  the  present,  as  in  last  year's  estimate  of 
expenditure  for  the  Finance  Department,  in  respect  of 
the  demonetization  of  the  silyer  currency,  an  operation 
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which,  ti6  the  Minister  stated,  will  not,  it  Ut  almost 
certain,  be  carried  into  effect  this  year. 

Thus  reduced,  the  deficit  on  the  service  of  1886  will 

amoxint  to  about  10,794,988  fl^  which,  added  to  the 

aggregate  deficit  of  33,310,616fl.  for  the  three  years 

ended    the    Slst    December,   1885,  makes  a  total  of 

44,106,199  fl,  to  be  provided  for. 

Probable  Towsards  meeting  this  total  the  Minister  stated  that 

3«»^^j^^    he  had  still  in  hand  a  balance  of  29,186,197  fl.  from  the 

close  ot  the      proceeds  of    the   4  per  CenL  Loan  issued    in    1884 

liSdeL^which  (*?^  59,700,000  fl.),  so  that  the  actual  amount  of  deficit 

theMioister     still    to    be    coYered    might    be    assumed    at    about 

SSc^e.  14>^0,000fl-     But  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  that 

this  final  deficit  will  be  reduced  by  a  sum  of  about 

2,267,000  fl.,  to  be  derived,  according  to  the  Minister's 

calculation,  in  the  cofurse  of  the  current  year  as  the 

result  of  certain  fiiiancial  measures  for  Rtrengthenin^ 

the  Ways  and  Means  which  have  been  laid  before  the 

States^General,  aaid  some  of  whidi  have  been  already 

approved,  namely,  Sills  for  the  increase  of  the  stemp 

duties,  of  the  dues  payable  on  the  sucoession  to  or  sale 

of  real  property,  and  for  making  permanent  the  increase, 

by  5  fl.  per  hectolitre,  in  the  excise  duty  on  spiritfi, 

which,  having  been  originally  passed  for  one  year  ia 

.  July  1884,  was  again  voted  lart  Session  for  one  year 

€aily. 

By  these  means  thedefioit  at  the  close  of  ihe  (mneoii 

year  would  be  brought  down  to  about  12,630,000  fl-, 

aad  the  Minister   proposes  to    provide   for    this    b^ 

including  it  in  a  loan  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 

conclude  with  a  view  to  the  construction  of  publio 

works,  to  the  ^iirehase  of.  the  railway  from  Antwerp  to 

Rottttdam  (now  the  property  of  a  Belgian  Company)^ 

and    to    the    eventual    demonetisation    of    the  silver 

currency- 

A  fresh  loan  The  total  amount  which  will  be  required  for  these 

i!Ii)itnr**    purposes    the    IWQniflter    erf  finance   places  at    aboirt 

diatant  dMe.     66,000^000  fl, ;  and  this  is  the  sran  which,  as  above 

intimated,  he  looks  forward  to  raising  at  a  convenient 

opportunity,  probaldy  in  the  eourse  of  nesrt  year,  by  a 

loaiL  rdm^buraable  in  about  Jifty-ftve  yeaars  from  the  date 

of  Buegotiation. 

Anthoritj  Aa  e  msaus  of  meeting  anjr  ttempcnrary  T&qaaiBemtBBia^ 

^i^rfor^'  ^  Ministeor   aaksd,  and  obtiiined  of  «he  OhanlMr, 
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autiioritj  to  issue  from  time  to  time>  in  the  course  of  tlie  the  issue  of 
current  year.  Treasury  bills  to  an  Amount  not  exceeding  floating  socu. 
in  the  aggregate  16,500,000  fl.  '^*^- 

I  shottid  mesktion  ^at  within  the  last  few  daifB  the  FrepMifor 
Mimsker  of  Knanee  hM  laid  before  the  Seeond  Chftmbear  T^^*^ 
of  the  States-Grcneral  »  Bill  for  the  convearaion  of  iiie  PubUc  Debt 
whole  of  the  existing  4  per  Cent  National  Debt,  the  cent*  Deb?"' 
nominal  amount  of  which  is  334,597,000  fl.  (27>883jl00Z.)  presented  to 
into  a  debt  bearing  3^  j)er  cent,  interest*  General!* 

The  price  fixed  for  the  new  3i  per  cent,  bonds  is 
97  per  cent.,  and  at  that  rate  they  must  be  taken  over 
by  the  holders  of  the  4  per  cent,  bonds  who  prefer 
converting  the  lattea*  to  accepting  the  redemption  at  par 
of  that  security,  the  present  price  of  which,  on  the 
Amsterdam  Exchange,  is  about  101^. 

The  probable  total  cost  of  this  operation  of  con- 
version is  calculated  by  the  Minister  at  about 
1,600,000  fl.,  and  the  ultimate  saving  of  interest  to 
be  effiseted,  aftOT  the  ^eonvaiHon  filmll  have  beon  entirely 
ooim^ted,  at  l,aeB,<K)0  fl.  aimiially. 

It  appeara,  liowever,  somewhstt  donbtfcd  whefiher 
this  Bill,  ag  now  ^esented^  will  be  «rjqmn^d  by  tbe 
StoteBrGeneDcal- 

PvbHc  Dtibt  (^  the  Nefherlands. 

No  addition  was  made  to  the  Public  Debt  during  the  No  increase 
ynar  lasS;  an  the  contrary,  it  was  redueed  in  acoord-  IJ'^S^^onhe 
anw  ^th   tiifi   apfffiopriation  made    m  tthe   Budget  Public  Debt 
towards  the  redenqrtiim  of  the  debt,  from  the  (nominal)  Ji^dVin  ^ 
aoMont  «f    1,076,226,600    fl.    (89,686,550/.)    on    the  Total  namkui 
Ijfc  Jamimry,  1685,  to  1,074,75A,160  fl.  (8»,6e2,846Z.)  at  ^^^^^^ 
the  «eoBniiifflicemeiLt  of    the  -onrrent  year,  whilst  the  commence- 
amoimt  ^payable  ibis  year  for  intareat  on  the  debt  is  in  ^lent  of  isse. 
GoiiNqBmioe  lorn  by  52,407  fl.  Hmji  it  was  last  year, 
namely,    32,529,533    fl.    (2,!710,79«.)     in    plaee     tit 
32,562^080  fl-  (2^15460^.) 

Tfaenmoimt  aetapaxt  in-tiie  Budget  lor  the  cuxront  sinking  f«nd 
year  in  respect  of  redemption  of  the  Public   Debt  «  forissc. 
IjmijMOA^j&gBimt  1,4^^0  fl  tq^iopxia^d  In  that 
behalf  iast  ^fsec 
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NETHEELANDS. 


Dutch  Indift 
Budget  fori 

1886. 


Finances  of  Netherlands  India,  and  proposed  Revision  of  the 
Dutch  East  Indian  Customs  Tariff. 

The  heads  of  the  Budget  of  the  Dutch  East  Indian 
possessions  for  the  year  1886,  as  approved  hy  the  States- 
General,  present  the  following  totols,  viz* : — 


Expenditure — 
In  tlie  Netherlands 
In  Netherlands  India 

Total  expenditure 
Bevenue — 

In  the  Netherlands 
In  Netherlands  India 

Total  revenue 

Deficit 


Florins. 

24,897,809 
114,757,897 


29,772,660 
104,445,100 


Florins. 


139,655,706 


134,217,660 
5,438,046 


Proposed  rtri- 
lion  of 
Costoms 
Tariff. 


Increase  of  J 
import  duty 
on  certain 
articles. 


Bedaetion  of 
export  dafy 


Compared  with  the  Estimates  for  1885,  the  foregoing 
figures  show  a  dixninution  of  4^,4A&fi^b  fl.  in  the 
expenditure,  and  of  85423,126  fl.  in  the  revenue,  whilst 
the  anticipated  deficit  is  higher  by  3,979,238  fl. 

But  since  this  Budget  was  approved  the  Minister 
for  the  Colonies  has  presented  to  the  States-General  two 
Bills  which,  if  passed,  will  have  the  effect  of  modifying 
to  some  extent  the  figures  of  the  Budget  as  above 
stated. 

The  first  of  these  two  Bills  is  for  the  revision  of  the 
Tariff  of  Import  and  Export  Duties  at  present  levied  in 
Netherlands  India,  in  the  following  sense,  viz. : — 

1.  To  increase  to  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  the  import 
duty  on  a  considerable  number  of  articles  of  merchandize 
hitherto  charged  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

2.  To  impose  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  oil 
one  class  of  lorticles,  namely,  musical  instruments,  which 
are  now  admitted  free  of  duty. 

3.  To  increase  by  about  60  per  cent,  the  specific^ 
duties  now  charged  on  beer,  tobacco,  snuff,  cigars,  and 
cigarettes. 

4  To  charge  specific  duties  on  petroleum,  playing* 
cards,  tea,  and  salt,  which  have  hitherto  paid  an 
ad  valorem  duty ;  and 

5.  Finally,  to  reduce  the  export  duty  on  coffee  by 
two*thirds  (firom  3  fl.  to  1  fl.  per  100  kilog.),  that  on 
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sugar  by  one-half  (from  30  to  16  cents  per  100  kilog.),  oncerutn 
and  to  abolish  altogether  that  on  tea.  aiSuSou  of 

According  to  the  explanatory  statement  annexed  to  that  oo  tea. 
this  Bill,  the  Minister  estimates  the  aggregate  increase  Pwbabie 
of  revenue  as  the  result  of  this  proposal  revision  of  the  ^u  of  mo- 
import  duties  at  about  2,000,000  fl.,  and  the  loss  on  the  poaed  wriiioa 
contemplated   reduction  and    partial  abolition  of  the  ^^^  ^^* 
export  duties  at  about  1,250,000  fl.    But,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  anticipates  that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
export  duty  on  coffee  will  have  ihe  effect  of  raising  to 
the  same  extent  the  market  price  of  coffee  in  Nether- 
lands India,  and  that,  consequently^  the  annual  return 
firom  the  sale  of  that  portion  of  the  crop  of  Government 
coffee  which  is  disposed  of  in  the  Putch  Indian  posses- 
sions will  increase  by  about  275,000  fl.  the  amount 
derived  from  that  source. 

The  expected  loss  of  revenue  in  connection  with  the 
reduction  of  the  export  duties  would  therefore  be 
diminished  in  practice  by  that  sum,  and  be  brought 
down  to  about  975,000  fl. ;  and  deducting  this  amount 
from  the  2,000,000  fl.  expected  to  be  derived  from  the 
proposed  increase  in  and  revision  of  the  import  duties, 
the  result  would  be  a  net  annual  addition  to  the  revenue 
of  about  1,250,000  fl. 

The  Bill  for  these  modifications  of  the  Dutch  Indian  Eeriaion  of 
Tariff  will,  if  finally  passed  by  both  Chambers,  come  JJjjjJJv^by 
into  operation  on  the  1st  July  next,  so  that  in  that  case  the  sutes- 
the  revenue  for  the  current  year  will  be  benefited  by  ^  ^to^^ 
its  effects  in  respect  of  the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  force  on  July  i 
and  to  the  extent  of  about  600,000  fl.,  and  the  deficit  ^^y«"* 
contemplated  by  the  Budget  thereby  reduced  to  about 
4,838,000  fl.    But  to  this  amount  again  a  small  addition 
must  be  made,  the  purport  of  the  second  of  the  two 
BiUs  mentioned   above  as   being  before    the    States- 
General  being  to  increase  one  of  the  items  of  expendi- 
ture in  this  year's  Budget,  namely,  that  for  the  cost  of 
collecting  import^  export,  and  excise  duties,  by  30,000  fl. 

As  regards  the  details  of  the  Budget  for  the  current  Detaiuof  • 
year,  the  reduction  of  4,443,885  fl.  in  the  expenditure,  ig^se^*'^ 
compared  with  that  for  last  year,  is  spread  over  a 
considerable  number  of  items  in  small  amounts,  and 
does  not  call  for  special  comment. 

The  falling-off  of  8,423,126  fl.  in  the  estimate  of  Ksiimato 
Ways  and  Means  is  attributable,  firstly,  to  that  important,  ^^JSSL 
[185]  c 
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considerably 
below  that  for 
last  year. 


Return  ex- 
pected from 
sugar  likewise 
below  that  for 
1885. 

Tobacco 
licences,  land 
ta»,  and 
Indian 
GoYemment 
railways 
expected  to 
yield  a  con- 
siderable 


General 
condition 
of  Butch 
Indian 
Finance. 


but  at  the  same  time  very  fluctuating  item,  of  reveBue,^ 
"  sale  of  Govermnprit  eoflFee  *'  in  the  Netherlands,  for, 
whereas  the  quantity  available  for  shipment  from  Java 
to  this  coimtry  was  assumed^  according  to  last  year's 
Budget,  at  930,000  pikols  (55,335,000  kilog.),  and  the 
selling  price  at  30  cents  {6d.)  per  half  kdog.,  the 
quantity  calculated  upon  in  the  Budget  for  the  current 
year  is  only  750,000  pikols  (42,245,000  kilog.),  and  the 
price  assumed  28  cents  per  Imlf  kilog*  The  result  is  a 
diminution  on  the  estimated  receipts  from  this  source 
of  9,360,745  fl.,  namely,  23,285,290  fl.  in  place  of 
32,646,035  fl. 

There  is  farther  a  reduction  of  755,000  fl.  on  the 
returns  expected  from  the  Government  sugar  planta-» 
tions,  and  on  repayments  of  advances  made  by  the 
Government  of  Netherlands  India  to  sugar  manu^ 
facturers,  and  likewise  a  diminution  of  200,000  fl.,  com- 
pared with  the  same  item  ialast  year's  Estimates  on  the 
amount  which  the  Dutch  East  Indian  Railway  Com- 
pany will  be  able  to  pay  in  part  reimbursement  of  the 
loan  made  to  them  by  the  Grovernment. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  licence  tax  for  the  sale  of 
tobacco  in  Netherlands  India  is  estimated  to  yield 
600,000  fl.  more  than  last  year,  whilst  an  increase  of 
nearly  a  million  of  florins  is  expected  from  the  land 
tax  and  the  rent  of  Government  lands,  and  of  about 
544,000  fl.  from  the  railways  belonging  to  the  Nether- 
laiids  Indian  Government. 

With  reference  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
finances  of  Netherlands  India,  the  explanatory  Memon 
randum  presented  with  the  Budget  states —  ? 

Florins. 

That  the    aggregate    deficit    as    between 
revenue  and  expenditure  up  to  the  close 
of  1884  amounted  to 
and  that  the  deficit  for  1885  would  pro- 
bably amount  to       •  •  • 

To  which  must  be  added  the  deficit  provi- 
sionally fired  by  the  Budget  for  the 
carrel  '.rear  at         •  •  •  •  •  • 


48,171.694 
2,260,000 


Aggnigate 
deficit  to  end 
on  886. 


Making  a  total  deficit  at  the  end  of 
this  year  of  . .  .  •  , 


5,438,046 


55,869,740 


>  This  latter  amount,  I  should,  however,  observe,  ex- 
ceeds by  about  a  jnillion  of  florins  the  total  deficU;  aa 
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stated  in  the  Memorandum  above  mentioned,  for  the 
reason  that  the  deficit  anticipated  by  the  Budget  for  the 
current  year,  as  presented  to  the  Chambers,  and  on 
which  the  Minister  based  his  statement,  was  only 
4,447,100  fl.,  whilst  this  amoimt  was  increased  to 
6,438,046  fl.  by  a  reduction  of  about  295,000  fl.  in  the 
estimate  of  expenditure,  and  of  about  1,285,000  fl.  in 
that  of  the  Ways  and  Means  which  was  made  by  the 
Second  Chamber  of  the  States-Greneral  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  on  the  Budget. 

As  a  set-off  against  the  above-mentioned  amount 
of  the  estimated  aggregate  deficit  at  the  close  of  this 
year,  the  Memorandum  states  that  there  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Netherlands  Indian  Government,  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  loan  raised  in  1883  by  the  Home 
Government,  a  sum  of  45,157,365  fl. 

The  balance  of  deficit  to  be  provided  for  may  there- 
fore be  provisionally  assumed  at  about  10,702,000  fl.,^ 
though  if  the  Bill  for  the  revision  of  the  Dutch  Indian 
Tarijff,  &c.,  above  referred  to,  should  be  passed,  and  the 
Minister's  previsions  respecting  their  efiects  on  the 
revenue,  as  explained,  should  be  realized,  this  balance 
of  deficit  at  the  close  of  the  current  year  will  be  reduced 
by  nearly  600,000  fl. 

With  a  view  to  meeting  this  ultimate  deficit,  the  i«<Mmof 
Memorandum  states  that  the  Minister  proposes  to  enter  lo'^^rtdaed^' 
into  an  arrangement  with  his  colleague  of  the  Home  J?'  pro^idingr 
Finance  Department   for  raising,   by  loan,   a  sum  of  deficit."**** 
about  ten  millions  of  florins,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  which    an  item   of    400,000  fl.   has  been 
included  in  the  Netherlands   Indian  estimate   of  ex- 
penditure for  this  year. 

(Signed)  H.  P.  PEiNTON. 

The  Hague,  April  2,  1886. 


[185]  C  2 
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Kussia. 


Precis  by  Mr.  Orosvenor  of  the  Report  of  the  Controller' 
General  of  the  Empire  on  the  definite  Settlement  of  the 
Budget  for  1884. 

This  Bepoit  is  divided  into  three  principal  head- 
ings:— 

1.  The  definite  Settlement  of  the  Eeceipts. 

2.  The  definite  Settlement  of  the  Expenditura 

3.  The  Balance  on  the  closed  Budget. 

I.  In  the  Estimates  for  1884,  reported  upon  by  my 
predecessor  in  January  1884,  the  revenue  ("recett^ 
directes  et  d'ordre  *')  was  estimated  at  about  71,573,243/., 
but  now  that  the  final  accounts  for  the  Budget  of  1884 
have  been  published,  it  is  seen  that  the  total  of  ordinary 
receipts  (**recettes  directes  et  d'ordre'*)  only  amounted 
to  70,452,776/.,  or  a  lesser  yield  than  that  estimated  of 
1,120,467/. 

The  deficit  in  the  receipts  is  principally  accounted 
for  by  a  diminution  in  the  returns  from  excise  on 
drinks.  Land  and  personal  taxes,  customs,  registration 
fees,  forests,  mines  and  mineral  foundries,  licences,  taxes 
on  railway  travellers,  and  goods  forwarded  by  express ; 
these,  taken  together,  would  have  produced  a  much 
lai^r  difference  between  the  estimated  and  actual 
receipts  had  not  the  effect  of  their  lesser  yield  been 
neutralized  by  a  yield  in  excess  of  the  Estimates  of  such 
headings  as — Recovery  of  Loans,  Excise  on  Tobacco, 
Excise  on  Sugar,  Legacy  Duty,  Recovery  of  Money 
spent  on  behali  of  Railways,  &c. 

It  is  shown,  in  a  Table  annexed  to  the  Controller's 
Report,  that  the  ordinary  revenue  for  1884  was  in  excess 
of  the  amount  collected  in  any  previous  year  during  the 
last  ten  years,  and  greater  than  that  of  the  previous 
year  (1883)  hj  554,678/. ;  and  this  increase  of  revenue, 
notwithstandmg  the  failure  of  several  items  to  give  the 
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anticipated  return,  is  ascribed  to  the  greater  regularity 
of  the  payment  by  the  Railway  Companies  of  interest  on 
Tail  way  shares,*  and  on  the  Government  loans  made  to 
Railway  Companies,  and  to  the  increased  yield  of  the 
-excise  on  sugar,  and  of  the  legacy  duty. 

The  Report  under  review  gOQi5  on  to  explain  the 
<5auses  which  have  affected  the  various  items  of  revenue. 

I.  Personal  and  Real  Property  Tax. 

The  diminution  under  this  head  is  the  result  of  an 
order  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  14th  May,  1883, 
reducing  the  capitation  tax,  and  exempting  from  it  those 
peasants  who  do  not  possess  any  land.  The  total  yield 
of  this  tax  may  be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory,  for  in 
the  Governments  of  Viatka,  Koursk,  Orel,  Kharkow, 
and  Tobolsk  the  peasants  had  suffered  from  a  very  bad 
harvest;  and  in  the  Governments  of  Tambow,  Kazan, 
And  Penza  hail,  fires,  and  sickness  amongst  cattle,  all 
contributed  to  straiten  the  means  of  the  taxpayer. 

2.  Excise  on  Drinks. 

The  diminution  under  this  head  is  ascribed  to  the 
unsatisfactory  economic  condition  of  the  people,  caused 
in  general  by  the  stagnation  of  commerce  and  industry. 
The  new  laws  about  the  production  and  sale  of  beer 
must  be  held  to  account  also,  in  some  measure,  for  the 
decreased  yield  on  the  excise  on  beer. 

3.  Excise  on  Tobacco. 

The  Law  of  1883  on  this  head  continues  to  have  good 
effects,  for  the  yield  of  this  tax  was,  in  1884,  89,664/. 
greater  than  in  the  previous  year. 

4.  Excise  on  Sugar. 

The  increased  yield  is  attributed  to  the  higher  rate 
of  excise  levied  (it  was  raised  15  copecks  per  poud  from 
the  1st  August,  1883),  and  the  increased  production. 

*  This  because  it  frees  the  revenue  from  the  burden  imposed  by  the 
State  {j-uaranlee  of  the  interest;  on  nearly  the  whole  of  the  railway 
•capital  in  Russia. — ^T.  G.  Gbosvekor. 
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5.  Custchns^ 

The  increased  duties  on  coal  and  oast  iron,  introduced 
into  the  Tariff  in  1884j,  caused  a  large  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  these  two  articles,  but  aU  the  other  staples 
of  import  have  diminished  considerably  in  quantity 
during  the  year  under  review. 

6.  Stamps.  ;; 

The  increased  yield  under  this  head  is  in  a  ^reat 
measure  due  to  the  application  since  the  1st  July,  1884, 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  of  the  regulations  in  force 
under  this  head  in  other  Governments  of  the  Empire. 

7.  Registration  Fees. 

The  increased  yield  under  this  head  arises  from  the 
tact  of  the  adoption  of  a  higher  rate  for  the  transfer  of 
real  property  from  one  owner  to  another. 

8.-  Legacy  Duty. 

This  tax  was  introduced  in  1883,  and  its  yield  was 
materially  increased  by  the  fact  that  nearly  200,000/. 
were  received  from  the  heirs  of  Baron  Stieglitz. 

9.  Tax  on  Railway  Passengers  and  Goods  carried  by 
•'  Grande  Vitesse J"^ 

Under  this  head  it  would  appear  that,  although 
through  the  payment  of  back  debts  the  total  yield 
appears  to  be  greater  than  that  of  1883,  y?t  the  sum 
realized  by  the  Treasury  in  1884,  and  properly  coming 
under  the  head  of  revenue  for  that  year,  was  less  by 
7>862Z.  The  total  number  of  railway  passengers  was 
larger  during  1884  than  during  the  previous  year,  but 
fourth-class  carriages  had  been  started  on  certain  lines, 
and  passengers  travelled  third^alMs  in  greater  numben| 
than  either  first  or  second  class.  These  classes  are  taxed 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  third  and  fourth  classes. 
Hence  the  diminution  in  the  returns. 

10.  Royalty  on  Mines  {Gold  and  Silver). 

A  diminution  is  shown  in  the  Budget  of  56,831/^  a^ 
^mpared  with  I888>  principally  with  Reference  fo  Ibtf 
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royalty  on  gold ;  but  this  is  due  to  a  delay  in  settling 
accounts  with  the  proprietors  of  gold  mines,  as  the  total 
output  of  gold  for  1884  was  not  inferior  to  that  of 
1883. 

11.  Royally  on  Coinage. 

The  diminution  imder  this  head,  as  compared  with 
1883,  of  47,767/.,  is  attributable  solely  to  the  smaller 
amount  of  money  coined  in  1884. 

12.  Royalty  on  Mines  {other  than  Silver  or  Oold)  and 
Metallurgic  Establishments. 

The  diminution  under  this  head  of  46,971/.,  as  com- 
pared with  1883,  is  ascribed  to  the  difficulty  that  occurred 
m  many  Government  ratablishments  of  selling  those  of 
their  products  which  were  destined  for  trade  purposes — 
a  difficulty  accounted  for  by  the  general  stagnation  of 
commerce  and  industry  throughout  the  Empire. . 

13«  Railways. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State  Railways,  and  the 
sums  paid  in  by  the  lines  conceded  to  private  Companies^ 
showed  an  increase  in  1884  of  463,035/.  over  that  ob» 
tained  in  1883.  This  increase  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
larger  retun^  realized  on  the  Kharkow-NicolaieflE  and 
Nicolas  (St.  Petersburgh-Moscow)  lines;  also  to  the 
opening  of  traffic  on  the  Catherine  line.  The  larger 
returns  on  the  Kharkow-NicolaiefiE  line  are  due,  as  was 
explained  in  a  previous  Report,  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  sums  due  for  1883  were  not  paid  into  the 
Treasury  until  1884.  As  regards  the  Nicolas  line,  one 
of  the  conditions  of  the  cession  of  working  rights  to  the 
**  Grande  Soci6t6 ''  was  that  a  fixed  proportion  of  the 
profits  for  the  year  1883  should  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  As  the  profits  of  the  working  of  the  Nicolas 
line  in  1883  increased  by  7^  per  cent.,  the  sum  paid  into 
the  Treasury  increased  in  like  proportion. 

14.  Revenue  destined  for  the  Service  of  Railway  Bonds. 

The  amount  of  these  receipts  has  been  more  satisfac- 
tory, owing  to  greater  regixlarity  in  the  payment  made 
tiy  the  Bailway  Companies.    The  increased  yield  of  this 
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branch  of  revenue,  amounting  to  706,781f.  over  that 
obtained  in  1883,  is  duo  also  to  the  fact  that  it  is  made 
up  of  arrears  of  1883,  of  payments  due  in  1884,  and  of 
the  payments  effected  in  the  time  of  grace  allowed  ia 
the  beginning  of  1885. 

15.  Repayment  of  certain  Outlays  made  on  behalf  of 
Railway  Companies. 

This  item,  which  attains  a  total  of  242,390/.,  appears 
for  the  first  time  amongst  the  ordinary  receipts.  At  the 
time  when  there  was  a  Special  Railway  Fund,  this  item; 
was  classed  amongst  the  extraordinary  receipts.  The 
payments  in  1884  ure  principally  for  rolling  stock 
bought  from,  and  for  works  executed  by,  the  State. 

1 6'.  Repayment  of  Loans. 

This  item  of  revenue  shows  an  increase  over  1883  of 
288,798/.,  principally  due  to  the  repayment  of  a  loan 
made  to  the  Cabinet  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
139,511/.  in  1882. 

The  above  are  the  principal  items  into  which  the 
ordinary  receipts  (**recettes  directcs  et  d'ordre")  are 
divided. 

The  estimates  for  the  extraordinary  receipts,  exclu* 
aVB  of  2,580,664/.  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasury,, 
amounted  to  6,046,834/.,  and  were  divided  into  the  fol- 
lowing items : — 

(a.)  War  Indemnity,  312,500. 

(b.)  llealization  of  Treasury  Bonds  of  the  new  series^ 
1,560,000/. 

(c.)  Realization  of  the  Gold  Rente  Loan  of  6  pec 
cent,  3,200,000/. 

(d.)  Sums  to  be  obtained  by  further  credit  opera- 
lions,  973,334/. 

The  actual  simis  derived  from  these  estimated  receipts 
were  as  follows : — 

1.  War  Indemnity  (a.)  from  the  Ehan  of  Khiva,, 
15,000/.;  (6.). Instalment  of  Turkish  War  Indemnity,. 
232,130/.,  making,  altogether,  65,370/.  less  than  the  esti- 
mated amount. 

2.  Realization  of  Treasury  Bonds,  1,528,525/.,  there- 
fore less  than  the  estimated  amount  by  31,475/. 
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3.  Sums  realized  on  the  6  per  c^nt  Gold  Rente 
Loan,  8,068,867/.,  or  131,132/.  less  than  the  sum  esti- 
xnated, 

4.  Operations  of  Credit. 

Under  this  head  come  the  Consolidated  5  per  Cent. 
Bonds  of  the  seventh  series,  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
Imperial  Ukase  of  the  28th  March,  1884,  forl5,000>000/., 
which  produced  124,889,239  roubles. 

Payment  by  the  Bank  of  Russia  of  sums  due  to  the 
l^reasury  on  20,000,000  silver  roubles  and  25,000,000 
paper  roubles  of  the  5  per  Cent.  Loan,  decreed  by  Im- 
perial Ukase  of  the  8th  March,  1884,  amounting  t^ 
60,000,000  roubles,  and  a  sum  of  240,279  roubles  in 
perpetual  deposits,  an  arrangement  approved  by  the 
Emperor  on  the  25th  February.  1883. 

The  sum  total  of  extraordinary  receipts  amounted 
in  all  to  223,574,742  roubles,  of  which  175,129,518  roubles 
were  devoted  to  a  repayment  by  the  Treasury  to  the 
Bank  of  Russia  of  moneys  expended  by  the  latter  on 
behalf  of  the?  State  during  the  last  war,  in  conformity 
with  the  terms  of  the  Imperial  Ukase  of  the  1st 
January,  1881.  The  total  of  sums  raised  by  credit 
operations  exceeded  the  amount  set  down  in  the  Esti- 
mates by  163,116,403  roubles.* 

In  order  to  complete  the  list  of  receipts,  the  Con- 
troller-General goes  on  to  state  that  the  balance  of 
revenue  of  1880  has  been  earned  to  the  credit  of  the 
Supplementary  resources  of  the  Budget  dosed  in  1884, 
and  in  this  manner  a  sum  of  462^220/.  has  been 
obtained. 


n. — ^Definite  Setzlement  of  the  Expendituee  fob 
THE  Year  1884. 

^  The  estimates  of  the  ordinary  disbursements  ("  directes 
€t  d'ordre  ")  for  the  year  1884  amoimted  to  72,433,629/., 
exclusive  of  a  sum  of  30,000/*  destined  to  cover  unfore- 
seen expensesj  during  the  financial  year.    The  actual 

*  I  have  been  obliged  to  give  values  in  i*ouble8  in  mentioning  tiie 
receipts  £1*001  credit  operations,  in  order  to  give  an  accurate  idea  of  &em, 
but  1  shall  return  to  sterling  value  for  the  description  of  the  remaining 
features  of  the  Budget.-^T.  O.  Gsostenor. 
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disbursements  made  amiounted  to  12/190,2671.,  and  in 
tfhe  following  manner : — 

(a.)  Disbursements  eflfected  and  paid  in  1883  by 
anticipation  on  the  next  financial  year,  1,009,766/. 

(6.J  Disbursements  in  1884,  62,736,156/. 
^     {c.)  Disbursements   in  1885   during  the  period  of 
grace    allowed    for    closing    the    accounts    of    1884, 
3,260,784/. 

(d.)  Balances  still  payable  after  closure  of  1884 
account,  6,383,562/. 

With  reference  to  these  disbursements,  it  is  sho\m 
in  a  series  of  Tables  compiled  by  the  Controller-General, 
and  annexed  to  his  Report,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Ministers  of  the  Emperor's  Household,  and  a  body 
known  as  '^Les  Grands  Corps  de  Tfitat,"  most  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  administration  have  necessitated 
increasingly  large  outlays  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Increased  expenditure  in  comparison  with  the  year 
1883  has  been  found  necessary  in  the  subjoined  items  of 
^e  Budget : — 

1.  Interest  on  the  Public  Debt. 

The  increase  of  this  item  by  917,363/.  above  its  total 
for  18S3  has  been  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  paying 
interest  on  the  last  Gold  Rente  Loan,  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  Treasury  debt  to  the  Bank  of  Russia, 
^  also  for  that  of  covering  the  expenses  of  building  rail- 
ways, and  paying  the  interest  on  the  eight  new  series  of 
Tireasury  Bonds  of  the  seventh  issue. 

2.  Ministry  of  Marine. 

The  increase  of  387,937/.  in  the  expenses  of  this 
Department  is  due  to  an  increased  expenditure  in  naval 
construction,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  this  Ministry  now 
pays  a  sum  of  60,274/.  as  a  Government  subvention  to 
the  Patriotic  Meet  for  the  maintenance  of  steam  traffic 
in  the  extreme  East. 

3.  Ministry  of  Ways  and  Communications. 

The  increased  expenditure  under  this  head,  amount- 
mg  to  91,875/.,  has  been  caused  by  fresh  disbursements 
during  1884  in  connection  with  the  provisional  adunnis-' 
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tration  of  the  State  P^aUways,  the  bmlding  of  the 
Catherine  and  Fabinko-Pinsk  lines,  and  also  to  expenses, 
connected  with  civil  engineering. 

4.  Control  of  the  Empire. 

The  increase  of  22,4122.,  shown  under  this  head  for 
the  year  1884,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  greater 
activity  of  the  Control  over  the  building  and  working  of 
the  State  Railways. 

5.  Ministry  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  increase  of  19,096/.  under  this  head  is  due  ta 
increased  requirements  of  money  for  the  maintenance  of 
Embassies,  Missions,  and  Consulates  abroad,  and  also  in 
some  measure  to  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  expenses. 

6.  Ministry  of  Domains. 

The  increase  in  the  disbursements  of  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1884  of  18,050/.  is  due  to  the  increasecJ 
expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  local  adminis- 
tration for  the  Domains,  the  forest  keepers,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  land  tax  to  the  "  zemstvo  "  on  the  landa 
and  forests  pi  the  State. 

7.  Ministry  of  Justice. 

An  increase  of  12,500Z.  is  noticeable  under  this  head^ 
which  has  been  laid  out  in  increased  payments  for 
travelling  expenses  to  the  functionaries  of  the  Judicial 
Department. 

The  following  Departments  have  caused  a  smaller 
outlay  in  lb84  than  in  the  previous  financial  year : — 

1.  Ministry  of  War. 

A  saving  has  been  effected  in  this  Department 
compared  with  1883  of  202,195/.,  chiefly  on  soldiers* 
clothing,  manufacture  of  arms^  and  war  material. 

2*  Ministry  of  the  Eniperor^s  Household. 

The  lesser  amount  spent  by  this  Department  in  1884 
arises  from  the  feet,  that  in  1883  special  credits  were 
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demanded  for  it  on  the  occasion  of  the  Coropatioti  of 
their  Imperial  Majesties. 

4.  Ministry  of  Finance. 

The  disbursements  of  this  Department  were  reduced 
l)y  269,394/.  compared  with  1883,  chiefly  on  account  of 
the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  the  guarantee  of  the 
net  revenue  of  private  Railway  Companies. 

The  above  constitute  the  principal  items  of  ordinary 
expenditure  ("  d^penses  directes  et  d'ordre  '*). 

Turning  now  to  the  extraordinary  disbursements, 
the  Controller-General  observes  that  the  Estimates 
provided  for  an  outlay  of  7,466,113/.,  of  which 
5,000,000/.  were  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasury  as  an 
annual  instalment  to  the  Bank  of  Russia  in  discharge  of 
the  debt  of  the  former  to  the  latter,  and  2,466^13/. 
were  to  be  expended  on  railway  works  and  improvement 
of  harbours. 

The  5,000,000/.  were  paid  to  the  Bank  of  Russia  by 
the  issue  of  a  5  per  Cent.  Loan  for  20,000,000  silver 
roubles  and  25,000,000  paper  rpubles,  in  conformity  with 
the  Imperial  Ukase  of  the  8th  Jime,  1884. 

The  estimates,  however,  for  railway  works  and  the 
improvement  of  harbours  were  exceeded  by  1,793,003/., 
and  included  some  of  the  expenses  of  the  Deep  Sea 
Canal  from  Cronstadt  to  St.  Petersburgh  and  improve- 
ments at  the  harbours  of  Poti  and  Batoum,  together 
with  the  building  of  several  railway  lines,  notably  the 
Catherine  Une,  the  Vilna-Rovno,  with  branch  to 
Louinets-Pinsk,  the  Baranovtchi-Beloslok,  the  Catherine- 
bourg-Tumgne  and  the  Sedlets-Malkinski  lines. 

III. — Balance  oe  the  Budget  closed  pob  1884. 

The  estimated  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Budget  for 
1884  were  assessed  at  72,733,629/.,  and  reached  in  reality 
a  total  of  72,790,267/.,  making  an  excess  of  expenditure 
of  66,638/. 

The  total  ordinary  revenue  for  the  same  period 
amounted  to  70,452,776/.^  thus  causing  an  excess  of 
ordinary  expenditure  over  revenue  of  2,337,491/. 
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*^  To  revenue  must  be  added  the  sums  which  in  1884 
flowed  into  the  Treasury  from  debts  due  to  that 
establishment  for  the  financial  year  1880,  amounting  to 
462,220/.,  and  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  is 
thus  reduced  to  1,875,271/.,  or  714,886/.  beyond  the 
escess  of  expenditure  foreseen  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
Budget  of  1684. 

The  extraordinary  disbursements  in  the  Estimates  fot 
1884  amounted  to  7,466,113/.,  which  were  to  be  covered 
by  war  indemnities,  by  certain  credit  operations,  and  by 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury. 

At  the  close  of  the  financial  year  1884  the  revenues 
of  the  Extraordinary  Budget  stood  at  22,357,474/.,  and 
the  extraordinary  expenses  amounted  to  8,793,003/., 
leaving  an  excess  of  extraordinary  revenue  over  extra- 
ordinary disbursements  of  13,564,471/. 

The  total  of  ordinary  and  extraordinary  revenue 
added  together : — 

£ 

Ordinary  revenue   ..  ..  ..      70,914,996 

Extracrdinaiy  revenue  . .  .  •     22,357,474 

Gives  a  sum  of       . .  . .      93,272,470 

Which,  compared  with  the  total  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary disbursements  (72,790,267/.  and  8,793,003/.), 
leaves  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  of 
11,689,200/.,  which  was  haiided  over  to  the  Bank  of 
Russia. 

The  preceding  figures  form  the  essential  portion  of 
the  ControUer-Generars  Report  on  the  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  of  this  Empire  for  the  year  1884,  and  they 
can  scarcely  be  said  to  afford  a  very  encouraging  retro- 
spect of  its  financial  condition,  as,  were  it  not  for  the 
considerable  sums  included  under  the  head  of  extra- 
ordinary receipts — which,  it  must  be  remembered,  are 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  proceeds  of  loans — the  total  of 
the  disbursements  would  be  nearly  2,000,000/.  in  excess 
of  the  revenue.  The  expenses  of  all  branches  of  the 
Administration  are,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ministry 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor's  Household  ("  Minist^re  do 
la  Maison  de  Sa  Maje^t^  I'Empereur  *'),  on  the  iDcrease  as 
compared  with  their  cost  during  any  of  the  previous  ten 
years.  The  revenue,  however,  was  larger  this  year  than 
in  any  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  though  not  very  far 
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aboTe  that  of  1882 ;  but  it  must  not  be  omitted  from 
consideration  that  several  important  items  of  revenue, 
such  as  Customs,  excise  on  drinks^  &c.,  which  are 
usually  considered  as  tests  of  the  economic  prosperity  of 
a  country,  yielded  in  1884  much  smaller  returns  than 
were  expected. 

The  two  heaviest  burdens  on  the  resources  of  the 
Empire  are  the  sums  required  for  payment  of  the  in* 
terest  on  the  Public  Debt  and  the  simis  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Army.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
at  the  present  moment  that  the  demands  on  the  resources 
of  the  Empire  under  these  two  heads  shoiQd  be  dimin* 
ished.  Past  expenditure  on  wars  is,  in  a  great  degree, 
the  cause  of  the  former,  and  present  necessities,  at  least, 
according  to  the  ideas  of  those  who  are  responsible  for 
the  government  of  the  country,  are  a  sufllcient  reason 
for  maintaining  the  latter.  These  two  items  of  expen- 
diture alone  absorb  60,000,000/.,  in  about  equal  propor- 
tions, out  of  a  total  of  ordinary  or  annual  expenditure  of 
72,740,000/. 

In  examining  the  revenue  there  is  no  apparent 
prospect  of  any  great  increase,  in  fact,  rather  the  reverse, 
since  bad  harvests,  cattle  disease,  climatic  accidents,  and 
the  low  price  of  grain  have  of  late  years  diminished  the 
well-being  of  the  peasantry,  who  constitute  the  great 
majority  of  the  Russian  population.  There  is,  however, 
one  important  source  of  revenue  which,  judging  from 
the  statistics  of  the  last  twenty  years,  might  be  mate- 
rially increased,  if  the  Government  made  up  their  minds 
to  abandon  the  system  of  protection  upon  which  they 
have  launched  themselves,  and  were  to  substitute  for  it 
a  purely  fiscal  Tariff,  admitting  foreign  goods  at  a  rate 
that  should  prove  remunerative  to  the  Government,  and 
at  the  same  time  not  render  their  sale  impossible  in  this 
country.  The  Customs  Revenue  is  steadily  declining, 
and  this  is  ascribable  to  the  Protectionists'  measures 
successively  adopted  since  1877.  Another  means  of 
lightening  the  burdens  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
a  more  economic  and  more  practical  system  of  work- 
ing the  railways  in  Russia.  Eighty-nine  per  cent,  of 
the  railway  capital  of  the  country  is  guaranteed  by  the 
State,  and  although  the  gross  receipts  per  verst  of  the 
Railway  Companies  are  considerable,  nearly  70  per 
oent.  of  these  is  absorbed  in  working  expenses ;  hence 
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the  Companies  are  unable  to  repay  to  the  Gloyemment 
the  large  outlays  which  have  been  made  by  it  in  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  guaranteed  capital. 

The  oft-recurring  deficits  cannot  but  present  serious 
matter  for  r^ection  to  those  in  charge  of  Russian 
finance;  but  looking  to  the  resources  of  the  country, 
which  are  undoubtedly  great,  and  hoping  that  a  more 
liberal  commercial  poUcy  may  make  its  adyantages  felt 
in  Government  spheres,  I  cannot  see  any  reason,  in  the 
figures  I  have  just  reviewed,  for  believing  that  Russia, 
if  she  enjoys  the  blessings  of  peace  for  some  years,  will 
not  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  the  chronic  deficits  from 
which  she  at  present  suflFers,  and,  furthermore,  not  be  in 
a  position  to  pay  off  some  of  that  load  of  debt  which 
now  weighs  so  heavily  on  her  shoulders. 

(Signed)  T.  G.  GROSVENOR. 

March  15,  1886. 


Memorandum  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Minister  of  Finance 
for  the  Year  18b6.  Presented  to  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  on  the  1st  {\Sth)  January y  1886. 

In  calculating  the  Estimates  for  the  year  1886,  the 
Minister  of  Finance  anticipates  a  deficit  of  2,528,734/. 
on  the  ordinary  Budget.  The  ordinary  receipts  are 
assessed  at  78,746,369/.,  or  about  1,000,000/.  in  excess  of 
the  estimated  receipts  for  the  previous  year,  and  the 
ordinary  expenses  at  81,275,103/.,  thus  arriving  at 
the  deficit  named  above.  The  "recettes  et  d^penses 
d'ordre  "  balance  one  another  in  the  estimate  in  a  sum 
of  655,446/. 

In  explaining  the  estimated  receipts  for  1886, 
the  Minister  of  Finance  enters  into  the  following 
details : — 

1.  As  regards  the  Excise  on  Drinks. — Although,  it  is 
stated,  through  raising  the  excise  on  alcohol  from  8  to 
9  copecks — which  was  done  pursuant  to  a  decision  of 
the  Goimcil  of  the  Empire,  approved  by  the  Emperor  on 
the  18th  May,  1885 — the  revenue  under  this  head  ought 
to  show  an  increase  of  2,600,000/.,  and  also  on  account  of 
the  measures  taken  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling 
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spirits  across  the  western  frontier ;  yet  on  account  of  the 
persistent  stagnation  of  commerce  and  industry,  the  bad 
wheat  harveste  in  the  greater  part  of  Russia,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  "local  option**  lately  passed  into  law, 
and  likely  to  affect,  detrimentally,  the  retail  of  spirits 
throughout  the  country,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
anticipate  an  increased  yield  firom  this  tax  of  more  than 
426,519/. 

2.  Excise  on  Sugar. — ^This  tax,  it  is  presumed,  will 
yield  535,9502.  more  than  it  did  last  year,  in  consequence 
of  the  abundant  beet-root  harvest  of  1885-86. 

3.  Legacy  Duty. — ^This  tax  is  estimated,  in  accordance 
with  its  yield  in  the  first  six  months  of  1885,  to  be 
probably  worth  more  by  35,000/.  in  1886. 

4.  Tax  on  Railway  Passengers  and  Goods  forwarded  by 
Express. — ^This  is  estimated  to  give  a  greater  yield  in  the 
financial  year  of  12,800/.,  and  the  estimate  is  based  upon 
the  average  total  of  the  tax  for  the  last  three  years,  and 
upon  the  fact  that  the  railway  system  of  Russia  is  con- 
stantly being  enlarged* 

5.  Sundry  Taxes — are  estimated  as  likely  to  give  a 
superior  receipt  of  12,736/.  during  the  financial  year. 

6.  The  Post  Office — which  has  been  steadily  increas- 
ing, is  estimated  as  likely  to  yield  an  excess  of  39,700/. 

7.  Railways. — An  increase  is  estimated  of  the  receipts 
derived  from  railways  of  352,291/.,  partly  because  the 
working  receipts  of  the  new  lines,  Limiinets-Homel, 
Catherinebourg-Tumene,  and  Mourow,  were  carried  in 
1885  to  the  credit  of  the  Budget,  partly  on  account  of 
an  anticipated  rise  in  the  earnings  of  the  Transcaspian 
Railway,  and  partly  from  an  increased  payment  on 
the  part  of  the  "  Grande  Soci6t6  *'  for  the  lease  of  the 
Moscow  line. 

8.  The  Peasant  Redemption  Fund — should  offer  an 
increase  of  70,260/.,  according  to  the  amounts  falling 
due  in  1886,  and  the  arrears  which  are  outstanding. 

9.  An  increase  of  190,057/.  is  estimated  on  the 
receipts  on  account  of  railway  bonds,  by  reason  of  the 
larger  revenue  of  certain  lines.  This  increase  would  be 
estimated  at  a  much  higher  figure  were  it  not  that  one 
or  two  principal  lines  (the  South -Western  and  the 
Moscow- Brest)  had  smaller  revenues  than  usual  in 
1885. 

10.  A  larger  return  by  911,200/.  is  anticipated  tinder 
[185]  D 
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the  head  of  payments  from  the  B-ailway  Compani^  of 
sums  disbursed  on  their  behalf  for  railway  material  now 
on  hand  in  the  Government  warehouses* 

11.  The  increase  imder  the  head  of  ILepayment  of 
Loans,  and  other  sums  disbursed  by  the  State  in  the 
shape  of  loans,  is  estimated  at  1,097,173Z.,  the  larger 
part  of  which,  84i8,000Z.,  is  to  be  derived  from  the  pay- 
ment of  debtis  due  from  the  South-Westem  Railway 
Company,  and  160,000/.  to  be  recovered  on  the  bounties 
paid  to  sugar  refiners  for  sugar  exported  to  foreigu 
countries. 

12.  The  5  per  cent,  tax  on  dividends,  which  was 
approved  by  this  Emperor  on  the  2Dth  May,  1885,  is 
estimated  to  yield  970,000/. 

A  smaller  return  is  anticipated  undeac  the.  folio  wing 
heads : — 

1.  1,867,611Z.  on  the  real  property  and  forest  tax 
on  account  of  the  abolition  of  the  capitation  tax  on  all 

geasants  except  the  peasants  who  were  formerly  on 
^rown  lands,  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  Ukase  of 
the  18th  May,  1885. 

2.  Commercial  licences  are  expected  to  yield  83,500L 
less,  judging  from  the  falling  off  under  this  head  in  1884. 

3.  Excise  on  Tobacco. — The  yield  of  this  tax  is  estimated 
at  64,860Z.  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  judging  from  the 
returns  for  the  last  period,  from  July  1884  to  July  1885. 

4.  Customs — are  estinaated  to  yield  603,200/.  less, 
judging  from  the  results  obtained  by  this  Bepartment 
in  1884  and  1885,  in  consequence  of  unfiivourahle^ 
economic  conditions. 

5.  Registration  Fees — are  set  down  as  likely  to  yield 
less  by  87,600/.,  judging  from  the  yield  of  the  last  three 
years. 

6.  It  is  estimated  that  22,488Z.  less  will  be  received 
in  Royalties  on  mines  of  silver  and  gold,  judging  from 
the  returns  under  this  head  during  the  last  two  years. 

7.  A  dinainution  on  receipts  from  mines  in  general 
of  16^21/^  is  expected,  judging  from  the  actual  receqits 
under  this  head  during  the  last  two  years* 

In  addition  to  those  above  mentioned,  the  Pinance 
Minister  anticipates  small  shrinkage  of  revenue  under 
the  head  of  Stamps,  Tax  on  Passports^  Tax  on  Insurance 
Companies,  Sale  of  Real  Estate  belonging  to  the  Gov»ni. 
men^  and  other  lesser  items. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


On  the  other  hand,  the  ordinary  expesiditure  of  1886 
as  oompMed  with  that  of  1885  shows  an  increasa  of 
2fi&S,704d. 

The  Ministiy  of  iHis  Majerty  the  Emperor's  Honse^ 
hold  ("  Minist^re  de  la  Maison  de  Sa  ]kbijest6  l^Empereur") 
figEres  for -the  same  amount  in  1886  as  in  1885,  and  the 
charge  for  intexeflft  on  the  FnhUo  Debt  is  less  by  83,758/., 
due  principally  to  the  eodinotion  of  certain  debts  in  1885, 
and  to  the  replaeing  in  1885  of  interest-bearing  Treasury 
Bonds  by  otiiers^  on  which  the  interest  is  to  be  payable 
at  the  same  time  as  the  principal,  four  years  after  the  date 
of  issue,  i.e.,  in  1889. 

All  the  other  Depertmeots  of  State  show  an  increased 
estimate  of  expazdituro. 

1.  The  H^tf  iSj^ioiJ^— 30,998/.  for  the  organization  and 
maintenanoer  of  primary  schools,  maintenance  of  clergy 
and  neeessary  buildings  in  the  Baltic  provinces,  and 
subsidies  for  the  propagation  of  Christianity  in  the 
Caucasus. 

2.,  The  Mmmtryfor  JTur— 340,652/.  under  the  folloir- 
ing  headings: — ^273,600/.  repairs,  building  and  rebuilding 
df  edifioes.;  61,700/.  for  equipment  and  armament  of 
troops^  consefuent  on  the  inexrased  war  mat  3fial  proirided 
for  tiskb  resffirre,  anii  other  mmov  headings. 

3.  The  Ministry  ef  Marine — 390,457^  chiefly  for  ship* 
building,.in  Tiew  of  theneoessity  of  finishing  ships  already 
in  ccMHa&of  construction,  and  of  works  necessary  for 
Marine  Arttilgry,  foe  the  service  of  mines,  and  for  the 
mainteuance  of  the  central  administration  and  of  bar'*' 
hours. 

4  The  Ministry  of  i'twiiicc— 1,664,107/.  The  chief 
p(»rtiosi  of  the  inearease  here  noted  comes  under  tiie* 
headof  boontiea  granted  to  sugar  eiqMMrterB,  and  amounts 
to  750,000/.  Further,  an  amount  of  328,000/.  is  the 
eonaequtoBce'tof  meaMnea  takara.  by  the  Ministry  in  1885, 
with  a  Tiewv  to  coBeotiBg  taxes  with  greater  regularity. 
These  measures  have  specialreference*to  the  strengthening 
€i  the  Customs^'  fwte  on  the  western  frontier,  to  the 
aanual salaadesctf  j&remm inapectais,  and  to  the  saknecr 
of  the  inspeetfiffs  of  diatiUeades ;  and  the  balance  of  the 
inereaaed  exp«dtjtiirB,  418,000/.,  is  allotted  to  various 
branches  of  the  Adndnistration  which  do  not,  strictly 
speakings  eca»  tEwlMr  tha  pmrviwyof  the  Ministry  of 
f  inanoe,  gttblt4a  peDaHDaiflBdsubsidifii^  r^oission  of  the 
[185]  D  2 
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5  per  cent,  tax  on  dividends  in  favour  of  scientific  estab- 
lishments, education  and  charity,  church,  clergy,  &c. 

The  Ministry  of  Domains — 12,781/.  The  increase  here 
estimated  is  owing  principally  to  the  payment  of  the 
land  tax  to  the  **  zemstvos/' 

6.  The  Ministry  of  the  Interior— 187,24^61  The 
estimated  increase  is  chiefly  for  the  service  of  prisons 
and  police-stations,  and  in  consequence  of  the  organiza- 
tion o'^  a  special  body  of  guardians  for  exiles,  an  extra 
force  of  police  at  Tiflis,  and  quarantine  and  medical 
«ervice. 

7.  The  Ministry  of  Instruction — 53,818/.  Of  this 
estimated  excess,  15,400Z.  are  granted  to  Universities  and 
Lyceums  (including  11,600/.  granted  to  the  newly-created 
Siberian  University),  10,700/.  to  Gymnasiums  and  other 
educational  establishments,  21,000/.  for  building  expenses 
near  Kharkow  and  for  buildings  in  connection  with  the 
Imperial  Museum  of  History. 

8.  The  Ministry  of  Ways  and  Communications — 336,716/., 
increase  on  account  of  the  working  expenses  of  the 
lines  Louminets-Homel,  Gatherinebourg.  Tum6ne  and 
Mourow,  and  on  account  of  an  increased  personnel  on 
^e  lines  Baskeintchak,  Tambow-Saratow,  Gatherine,  and 
Vilna-Rovno ;  fresh  expenses  in  road-making  and  in 
facilitating  the  navigation  of  the  rivers. 

9.  The  Ministry  of  Justice — 10,916/.  This  increase  is 
principally  due  to  an  increased  judicial  personnel  in 
Transcaucasia  in  accordance  with  the  Imperial  dCwUsion 
<)f  the  6th  May,  1885. 

Two  or  three  minor  items,  that  is,  Ministry  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  3,400/. ;  Great  Bodies  of  State  C*  Grands  Corps 
d'etat"),  6,242/.;  Control  of  the  Empire,  8,122/.,  complete 
the  list  of  estimated  higher  ordinary  expenditure  for  the 
year  1886. 

Next  in  ordOT  come  the  **  depenses  d'ordre,"  which 
are  exactly  balanced  by  the  **  recettes  d'ordre,"  and  are 
put  down  at  666,446/. 

The  extraordinary  expenses  for  the  year  amount  to 
5,264,324/.,  and  are  exclusively  destined  for  the  construe- 
tion  of  railways  and  the  improvement  of  harbours.  The 
grounds  on  which  this  expen3e  is  .incurred  will  be  dealt 
with  below. 

The  Minister  of  Pinance/  in  presenting  the  estimates 
of  ordinary  revalue  and  expenditure  to  His  Majesty  the 
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Emperor,  deplores  the  recurrence  of  a  deficit,  but  attri- 
butes it  exclusively  to  the  depressed  state  of  trade, 
arising  in  great  measure  from  the  low  price  ruling  for 
[Russian  grain  and  to  the  bad  harvests  of  1885,  and 
adds  that  there  are  at  present  no  signs  of  a  revival  oi 
trade  justifying  estimates  higher  than  those  submitted  for 
the  year  1886.  Direct  taxation  has  yielded  1,430,000/. 
more  in  1885  than  in  1884,  but  this  is  in  part  owing 
to  increased  taxes — 5  per  cent,  on  the  interest  of  shares, 
higher  duties  levied  on  commerial  and  industrial  establish- 
ments and  on  their  profits.  Indirect  taxes,  however,  such 
as  excise  on  spirits  and  tobacco  and  Customs  duties,  all 
showed  a  diminished  return  for  1885. 

Adverting  to  the  absence  from  the  Estimates  of  the 
sum  of  5,000,000/.  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasury  to  the 
Bank  of  Eussia  annually,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  Imperial  Ukase  of  the  1st  January,  1881,  the 
Minister  of  Finance  explains  it  by  saying  that,  owing  to 
the  general  scarcity  of  money,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  suspend  the  sale  of  '*  Rentes,"  the  proceeds 
of  which  are  handed  over  to  the  Bank  of  Russia,  and 
the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  paper  roubles,  and 
adds  that  it  is  expressly  laid  down  in  the  Ukase  of  the 
1st  January,  "that  the  reduction  of  paper  roubles  in 
circulation  is  to  be  made  only  with  due  regard  to  the 
possibilities  of  the  case,  and  without  interfering  with  the 
requirements  of  the  circulation."'  He  thinks  the  circu* 
lation  would  have  been  interfered  with  had  the  annual 
amount  been  paid  in  the  year  1886. 

Further,  the  Finance  Minister  thinks  that  the- 
5,260,000/.  of  extraordinary  expenses  destined  for  tile 
construction  of  railways  are  a  justifiable  expenditure,- 
because  this  sum  expended  on  railway  construction  may 
serve  to  revive  trade  and  to  augment  the  profits  of  a 
necessitous  population,  and  it  will  not  weaken  the 
financial  resources  of  the  Empire  in  the  future. 

The  Finance  Minister  does  not  recommend  any  fresh 
taxation  at  present  for  the  purpose  of  balancing  revenue 
and  expenditure.  He  maiDtains  that  the  financial 
resources  of  Russia  are  by  no  means  exhausted,  but  holds 
that  at  this  moment  the  imposition  of  fresh  taxes  might 
overburden  the  already  heavily  laden  taxpayer.  He  esti- 
mates that  it  will  not  be  a  matter  of  any  great  difficulty 
in  the  present  state  of  the  Money  Market  to  execute  the 
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operations  of  credit,  ivhich,  in  addition  to  the  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Tr^usuiy,  will  be  neoegsary  in  ord» 
to  balance  the  total  revenue  and  the  total  expenditure. 

The  abstract  of  the  Estimates  for  the  Budget  of 
1886  is  as  follows : — 

Receipts. 


Ordinary  receipts    .  •             . ,             •  • 

•  • 

£ 

78,746,369 

Receipts  '*  d'ordre  " 

•  • 

65^,462 

Extraordinary  receipts — 

1 .  War  indemnity 

•  • 

312,500 

2.  Interest  on  perpetual  deposits      . . 

•  • 

76,000 

3.  Repayment  of  loans  made  to  Railway  Com- 

panies       ..             ..             .^ 

• «. 

1,800^000 

4.  Sums  arising  from   realization   of   Consoli- 

dated Railway  Bonds  of  seventh  issue 

•  • 

1,105,558 

5.  Sums  to  be  obtained  by  credit  operations 

•  • 

•  • 

4,500,000 

Total 

87,194,873 

Expenditure. 

£ 
Ordinary  expenditure  ..  .•  ..     81,275,103 

Expenditure  *'d'OTdre"         ..  -.  ..  655,446 

Extraordinary  expenditure  for  the  construction 

of  railways  • .  . .  •  •  . .        5,264,324 


Totnl  ..  ..  ..     87,194,873 

These  Estimate^  cannot  be  considered  as  affording 
any  very  satisfactory  statement  of  the  present  condition 
of  B4i8sian  finance.  Allowance  must  natorally  be  mads 
for  the  depressed  state  of  commerce  and  agriculture,  not 
only  in  Russia,  but  also  in  many  of  the  more  western 
States  of  Europe ;  but  in  the  face  of  this  depression  it 
would  seem  to  be  the  part  of  sound  finance  to  insist 
upon  a  reduction  of  the  estimates  of  the  various 
Departm^its  of  State  rather  than  allow  of  increased 
^estimates  from  nearly  all  of  them.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  Finance  Minister's  Estimates,  that  his  Excellency 
does  not  propose  to  raise  the  sums  required  by  any 
additional  taxation^  but  that  he  proposes  to  raise  them 
by  credit  operations.  For  these  sums  thus  raised 
interest  must  be  paid,  and  Russia's  indebtedness 
increased.  Revenue  and  expenditure  have  increased 
in  this  country  year  by  year  in  the  last  ten  years,  but 
expenditure  has  annually  exceeded  Ihe  increase  of  t^ 
revenue. 
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It  is  shown  in  the  Estimates  that  certain  branches 
of  the  revenue,  such  as  Customs,  excise  on  drinks  and 
tobacco,  are  expected  to  yield  a  diminished  return  in  the 
year  1886,  and  the  cause  ascribed  is  the  depression  of 
commerce  and  industry  existing  all  over  the  Empire. 
But  is  this  the  only  cause  ?  It  is  self-evident  that,  if  a 
nation  that  habitually  smokes  and  drinks  ceases  to  do  so^ 
the  principal  reason  is  that  it  has  not  the  wherewithal 
to  gratify  those  tastes.  But  in  Russia  the  nation  as  a 
consumer  is  compelled  to  pay  the  price  for  necessaries 
(cottons  and  woollens)  which  the  native  manufacturers 
choose  to  ask,  because  the  Protective  TariflF  imposes 
such  high  duties  on  articles  of  this  nature  of  foreign 
manufacture,  that  they  are  hardly  any  longer  imported. 
If,  however,  the  State  were  to  withdraw  the  barriers  to 
foreign  importations,  and  allow  the  nation  to  purchase 
the  cheapest  necessaries  obtainable,  always  having  due 
regard  to  its  fiscal  necessities,  there  would  remain  a 
surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  nation  enabling  them  to 
drink  and  smoke  if  they  continued  to  desire  to  do  so. 
The  Customs  revenue  instead  of  showing  a  falling  off 
would  show  an  increase,  for  we  have  the  Finance 
Minister's  own  showing  to  guide  us  to  the  fact,  that 
imports  have  fallen  off  in  a  marked  degree  since  the 
imposition  of  higher  duties.  Three  branches  of  the 
revenue  which  now  yield  diminished  returns  could  not 
but  yield  larger  returns  if  a  more  liberal  commercial 
policy  were  to  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Russian 
Government;  and  if,  besides,  greater  economy,  and  it 
need  not  be  a  very  much  greater  economy,  were  exercised 
in  all  branches  of  the  Administration,  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  revenue  and  expenditure  in  this  country 
might  not  be  made  to  balance  annually  without  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  money  in  order  to  arrive  at  this 
result. 

(Signed)  T.  G,  GROSVENOR. 

St.  Petersburgh,  March  15,  1886. 
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Wtirtemberg* 


Report  by  Mr.  A  G.  Vansittart  on  the  Finances  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  together  vnth  some  Notes  on  the  Census  held  on  the 
Ist  December,  1885,  and  the  Spirit  Monopoly  Measure. 

The  financial  year  which,  in  f  onner  tinaes,  ended  on 
the  30th  June,  was  changed  in  the  year  1879  to  finish 
with  the  month  of  March;  hut  hefore  examining  in 
detail  the  estimated  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the 
present  financial  period  comprised  hetween  the  1st  April, 
1885,  and  the  31st  March,  1887, 1  append  the  following 
short  tahular  statement,  which  shows  the  sum  total  of 
the  actual  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Wurtemherg  for  the  years  1881  to  1883. 


Actual  reT^nue 
„      expenditure 
„      surplus 


1881-82. 


Marks  pf. 
52,890,805  37 
52,430,099  15 

460,706  22 


1882-83. 


Marks  pf. 
52,754,447  91 
52,463,750  38 

290,697  53 


It  will  thus  he  seen  that  the  actual  revenue  for  the 
year  1881-82  amounted  to  52,890,806  marks  37  pf. 
(2,644,540/.),  and  the  expenditure  to  52,430,099  marks 
16  pf .  (2,621,604/.) ;  and  that  the  actual  revenue  for  1882- 
83  amounted  to  62,764,447  marks  91  pf.  (2,637,722/.), 
and  the  expenditure  to  62,463,750  marks  38  pf. 
(2,623,187/.),  the  surplus  for  the  period  1881-82  heing 
460,706  marks  (23,035/.),  and  that  for  1882-83 
290,697  marks  (14,634/.). 

Although  there  was  a  small  surplus  in  favour  of  the 
revenue  for  the  ahove  two  years,  there  is  nothing  worth 
calling  attention  to  in  the  different  items  forming  the 
totals  of  the  ahove  Tahle. 

The  actual  receipts  and  expenses  for  the  year  aiding 
Slst  March,  1885,  are  not  yet  known,  hut  the  estimated 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  financial  year  1884-85 


Bemarkeoo 
the  actual 
receipts  and 
expenses  for 
the  years 
1881-83. 


Estimated 
revenue  and 
expenditure 
for  1884^0, 
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are  made  to  balance  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  at 
54,060,186  marks  26  pf.  (2,703,009Z.)- 
*<  The  following  Tables  show,  in  detail,  the  amounts  of 
the  estimated  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  financial 
period  1885-87  :— 

Revenue. 


1885-86. 

1886-87. 

Marks      pf. 

Marks    pf. 

1.  State  property — 

Domains 

689,880  00 

689^0  00 

Forests,  shooting-rents,  stomge 

of  wood   .. 

4,731,743  00 

4,731,743  00 

Mines  and  fonndenes . . 

100,600  00 

ioo,coa  00 

Saltw<»kB  •• 

700,000  00 

700,000  00 

Bleaching      Establishment     of 

Weissenau               •  •              •  • 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

Railways      ..             •• 

18,104,632  00 

13,247,715  00 

Poses'  and  telegraphs  • . 

1,887,821  00 

1,454,821  00 

Steamers  (on  Lake  Constance)  •  • 

4,100  00 

3,300  00 

Yield  of  the  Mint 

2,500  00 

2,600  00 

Various  receipts 

961,396  85 

950,268  28 

21,708,575  85 

21,906,730  28 

2.  (a)  Direct  taxes- 

Landed  property,  indnstiy,  houses 

8,723,315  00 

8,728,315  00 

Ambulating  commerce 

19,000  00 

19,000  00 

Appanages,  receipts  from  capital 

and  incomes            •  • 

4,974,000  00 

5,094,000  00 

, 

13,716,315  00 

13,836,315  00 

(h)  Indirect  taaces — 

Exxnse         •  •             •  •            « • 

1,650,000  00 

1,550,000  00 

Dogs           «•            ••             •• 

195,000  00 

195,000  00 

Drinks 

9,707,400  00 

9,707,400  00 

Fees,  law  chains,  and  inheri- 

tances 

2.570,000  00 

2,570,000  00 

14,032,400  00 

14^022,400  00 

3.  Part  due    to    Wttrtemberg    from 

taoLCs    on     onstons,   tobaeeo. 

and  stafti^             •  • 

4,268,370  00 

4,266,370  00 

4.  Loan  destined  to  extinguish  the 

railway  debt 

•  • 

♦  • 

5,  Surplus  from  previous  Budgets    • . 

434,593  12 

518,232  07 

Sumtotel 

.54,150^^  97 

£4^62.047  » 

(£2,707,612) 

(£2,727^02) 
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1885-86. 

1886-87. 

Marks     pf. 

3krks     pf. 

1. 

Civil  List 

2.813,426  28 

1,813,426  28 

2. 

Appenages  and  dowries 

316,056  98 

616,056  98 

s. 

Public  Debt— 

Interest     .. 

17,212,771  77 

17,510,513  98 

Sinking  fund 

2,370,092  86 

2,457,475  00 

Costs  for  the  i*edemption  of  the 

bonds  and  conpons 

16,000  00 

16,000  00 

19,59S364  63 

19,983,968  98 

4. 

Rents            •  •              *  •             *  • 

461,818  12 

462,459  77 

5. 

Indemnifications 

74,528  07 

74,528  07 

6. 

Pensions  and  salaries  •  • 

2,022.500  00 

2,073,000  00 

7. 

Gratuities     .• 

370,829  00 

370,829  00 

8. 

Privy  Council 

59,850  00 

60,250  00 

9. 

Administrative  Court  of  Justice 

30,600  00 

30,600  00 

10. 

Department  of  J  ustice 

4,015,755  18 

4,015,755  18 

11. 

„         for  Foreign  Affairs  . . 

185,991  00 

186,091  00 

13. 

„         for  Interior 

5,764,191  13 

5,698,410  20 

13. 

^         for  PuUic  Worship 

and  Education 

8,117,731  12 

8,134,785  12 

14. 

„         for  Finance 

2,919,265  00 

2,932,765  00 

15. 

Fund  for  A€"Landsiaade»      .• 

343,172  46 

343,426  77 

16. 

Reserve  funds 

50,000  00 

50,0«0  00 

17. 

Matrionlar  contributions 

7,639,375  00 

7,639y375  00 

18. 

Expenses  incurred  in  abolishing 
the    privilege    of    freedom    of 

pestagerm  public  bnsiiiess 

310,000  00 

310,000  00 

19. 

Inerease  in  the  salaries  of  expe- 

diters 

Sum  total 

56,800  00 

56,800  00 

54,150,253  97 

54,552,047  35 

(£2,707,512) 

(£2,727,602) 

Public  Debt  on  the  1st  April,  1885. 

Marks      pf. 

Loan  at  3^  per  cent.  ..  ••       16,429,128  73 

„         4         „  ..  ..      313,009,591  58 

„         4^      „  ..  ..       98,995,045  66 

„         5     „         (unredeemable)  ..  447,942  86 


Total 


•  .     428,881,708  83 
(£21,444,085) 

Of  which  the  General  Debt  amounted  to      47,434,256  00 
and  Railway  Debt  . .  . .     381,447,452  83 

It  idll  be  seen  by  the  abore  stateineiit  that  of  the  Bemarkt  on 
toW  PuhHc  Debt,  vk.,  428,881,708  maxks  83  pf.,  or  ^^^^^ 
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21,444,085/.9  the  railway  debt  forms  the  largest  portion, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  381»4il75452  marks  83  pf. 
(19,072,372/.),  and  that  the  bulk  of  the  debt  bears 
interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
balance  at  4t^  per  cent. 

The  Minister  of  Tinance  estimates  that  on  the  1st 
April,  1886,  the  debt  will  amoimt  to  426,344,415  marks 
97  pf.  (21,317,220/.),  which  is  a  decrease  of  126,865/.  as 
compared  with  the  present  total. 

On  the  1st  April,  1883,  the  Public  Debt  stood  at 

423,931,707  marks  76  pf.  (21,196,585/.) ;  it  consequently 

increased  by  4,950,001  marks  7  pf.  (247,500/.)  during 

the  financial  period  1883-85. 

Establishment        The  establishment  of  the  numerous  railway  lines  in 

mSl!  and  the    Wurtembcrg,  almost  the  entire  number  of  which  have 

effect  of  it  on    now  bccomc  State  property,  has  had  the  effect  of  more 

De^bT*^  **^       *^^^  doubling  the  debt  within  the  last  twenty  years  or 

so.    Although  the  increase  in  the  returns  of  railway 

traffic  during  the  past  four  or  five  years  has  been  but 

slight,  the  Minister  of  Finance  speaks  hopefully  of  better 

receipts  in  the  future,  and  that,  owing  to  the  generally 

improved  economical  arrangements  in  connection  with 

the  various  lines. 

The  total  debt,  as  it  sta^nds  at  the  present  time,  may 
be  said  to  amount  to  a  little  over  10/.  per  head  of  popula- 
tion, and  the  interests  for  the  financial  period  1885-86 
to  about  10s.  per  head.    The  net  income  of  the  railTi'ays 
alone  covers  as  nearly  as  possible  two-thirds  of  the  interest 
of  the  whole  Public  Debt. 
wurtembeig'8         The  Wurtcmberg  "  Matrikular  Beitrage  '*  have,  since 
Bdt'Se?'^r    1872,  amounted  at  a  minimum  to  6.500,000  marks  per. 
contributions    year,  as  the  following  Table  will  show : — 

totheWmpire.  ^^^^, 

1875  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,784,133 

1876-77  ..  ..  ..  ..  7,483,885 

1877-78  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,877,775 

1878-79  ,.  ..  ..  ..  6,815,393 

1879-80  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,736,578 

1880-81  ..  .,  •.  ..  6,226,856 

1881-83  ..  ..  ..  ..  7,281,433 

Although  the  amount  of  Wiirtemberg's  matricular 
contribution  is  put  down  in  the  estimated  expenditure 
for  1885-86  at  7,639,375  marks  (381,968/.),  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  it  will  be  considerably  higher,  for  the 
Koyal  Statistical  Bureau  at  Berlin,  in  its  yearly  (1886)  • 
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Volume  of  Statistics  of  the  German  Empire,  calculates 
Wurt^mberg's  quota  for  that  year  at  8,660,736  marks 
(433,036/.),  this  sum  being  a  considerable  increase  over 
previous  years. 

According  to  the  regulations  contained  in  paragraph  The  ptrt 
8  of  the  Tariff  of  the  16th  July,  1879,  the  amount  of  ^^ii^^ 
receipts  derived  from  customs  and  tobacco  which  exceeds  from  tuo  pro- 
the  sum  of  130,000,000  marks  in  any  one  year,  is  to  be  ^^^^  "^ 
paid  over  to  the  separate  twenty-six  German  States,  in  custoiM, 
the  proportion  of  their  population.  '^^:  ^"^ 

The  following  Table  gives  the  totals  of  the  actual 
sum  distributed  to  Wtirtemberg  for  the  three  years 
1881-84:— 

Actual  part  distributed  to  Wiirtembei^  from  the 
Produce  of  the  Tax  on  Customs,  Tobacco,  and 
Stamps. 

Marks.  £ 

1881-82               ..             .•     2,964,198  =  148^09 

1882-83                ..              ..     3,656,929  182,846 

1883-84               ..              .•      3,737,036  186,851 

The  sum  estimated  that  Wiirtemberg  will  receive  for 
1884-85  is  put  down  in  the  Budget  at  4,273,710  marks 
(213,685/.),  and  for  the  financial  period  1886-87  at 
4,268,370  marks  (213,418/.),  which  is  a  considerable 
increase  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

The  actual  receipts  from  the  State  forests  and  chases  state  foze^u. 
have  for  the  past  few  years  been  slightly  increasing,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  Table : — 

Receipts  derived  from  the  State  Forests  and  Chases. 

Actual  receipts —  Marks      pf.  £ 

1S81-82  ..  ..  4,142.206  21   «  207,110 

1682-^3  ••  ••  4,850^279  80  217.613 

Estimated  receipts — 

1884-85  ..  ..  4,108,332  75  209,916 

1885-87  ..  •.  4,731,743  00  236,587 

It  is  calculated  that  the  State  forests  of  Wiirtemberg 
represent  a  capital  worth  between  170,000,000  marks 
and  200,000,000  marks. 

Of  these  thei:e  are  altogether  six.    They  used  in  uioosaiid 
former  times  to  be  a  source  of  profit  to  the  State,  but  of  '<>^<*c"«*- 
late  they  have  been  yielding  less  and  less*    Thus  the  net 
receipts  from  mines  and  f ounderies  in  1882-83  only 
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amounted  to  75,000  marks  (3,750/.)-    The  estimated 
revenue  for  the  three  years  1884-87  is  put  down  ai 
100,000  marks  (5,000Z.).    The  worth  of  the  stock  of  these 
mines  is  valued  officially  at  ahout  3,750,000  marks. 
Saitwofks.  There  are  but  four.     Over  1,250^000  centoers  of 

mineral  salt  have  been  of  late  years  produced.  In  1868^ 
after  the  abolition  of  the  salt  monopoly,  the  net  revenue 
derived  from  the  differ^it  salt  works  only  amounted  to 
some  300,000  marks. 

The  following  figures  show  what  improvement  has 
taken  placein  the  net  receipts  from  1876  down  to  the 
present  time : — 

Revenue  derived  by  the  State  from  Salt  Works  in 


Wiirtemberg. 

Marks. 

£ 

1876-77    .. 

..      565,160  = 

=  28,258 

1877-78    .. 

.,      637,492 

31,874 

1879-80    .. 

. .     865,000 

43,250 

1880-81     .. 

..      865.000 

43,250 

1881-82    .• 

. .     865,000 

43,250 

1882-83    .. 

..      850,000 

42,500 

The  estimated  revenue  for  the  three  years  1884-87  is 
put  down  in  the  Budget  at  700,000  marks  (35,000Z.)  per 
year. 

The  stock  of  these  salt  works  is  calculated  to  be 
worth  about  3,000,000  marks. 
UioL  Although  the  gain  derived  by  the  State  from  the 

Mint  was  in  former  years  considerable,  since  1877  it  has 
completely  lost  its  value,  and,  at  the  present  time,  the 
Mint  is  only  used  for  the  coining  of  medals  and  for  the 
restoration,  of  gold  and' silver  parting,  which  is  required 
for  the  precious  metal  industry. 

The  net  revenue  from  the  Mint  amounted  in  1881-82 
to  6,622  marks  33  pf .,  and  for  1884-87  the  Minister  of 
Knance  only  calculates  upon  a  yearly  revenue  of 
2,500  marks. 
Estabitsbment  This  establishment,  which  was  bought  by  the 
^  Woiaaenwi.  Qovermuent  in  1851,  is  used  for  bleaching  purposes,  but 
has  never  yet  proved  to  be  a  soxusoe  of  revenue.  Certain 
gums  of  money  have  been  spent  from  time  to  time  with . 
the  object  of  improving  the  place,  but  although,, 
between.  1865  and  1874,  the  yields  averaged  from 
4,000  maiiks  to  32,000  mai^,  they  have  been  gradually 
getting  wiorK^    The  adwd  receipts  in  1882-88  were  only 
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£,471  marks  44  p£.  (273i«))  ^^^  the  estimated  receipts 
for  1S85-87  amount  to  still  less,  viz.,  3,000  marks 
(150/.).  The  GoTemment  have  cm  several  occasions 
endeavoured  to  sell  the  establishment,  but  hitherto 
without  any  success. 

In  his  explanatorv  statement  to  the  Chambers,  the  Sanuning-op 
Minister  of  Finance,  after  comparing  the  different  items  omniSi^'' 
of    the    estunated    revenue    and   expenditure  for   the  hisexpUna. 
financial  period  1885-87.  with  those  of  1884^  and  jTthXd^l 
previous  years,  sums  up  by^  saying  that  "  Owing  to  the  for  1886-87. 
steady  increase  x>f  late  years  in  the  yields  derived  from 
various  State  properties  such  as  forests,  chases,  and 
storage  of    wood,  as  well  as  the  slow,  but    steadily 
increasing  railway  returns,  and  the  larger  receipts  now 
obtained  from  the  income  tax,  i^e  present  financial 
condition  of  Wurtemberg  may  be  pronounced  as  satis- 
factory." 

State  Railways. 

The  length  of  the  permanent  way  open  for  traffic  Length  of 
on  the  State  railways  in  Wurtemberg  was,  on  the  ^^^ 
31st  March,  1884,  1,543'58  kilom,,  showing  a  slight 
increase  of  3  kilom,  as  compared  with  the  length  of  the 
railways  at  the  end  of  March  1882*  The  small 
Preudenstadt-Schiltach  line,  measuring  some  24  kilom., 
and  which  is  in  the  course  of  construction,  will,  it  is 
expected,  be  finished  and  opened  for  traffic  some  time 
between  this  year  and  next ;  in  this  case  the  total  length 
of  State  railways  would  then  amomxt  to  some  1,567  kilom. 
Of  the  present  lines  74*66  kilom.  are  situated  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  8K)8  kilom.  in  Bavaria, 
59*61  kilom.  in  !Prussi%  and  1,401*23  kilonu  in 
"Wurtemberg. 

The  extent  of  railway  lines  situated  in  Wftrtemberg 
territory^  is  as  follows : — 


- 

Kilom. 

Of  which  are 
Double  Track: 

Kilom. 

In  the  N^kcrkreis. . 

„     Sefawaiswaldkreis  •• 

„     Yngstkreis 

„     Dfnmnkreft.            ••. 

344*68 
346-11 
32206 
388 :3S 

79-71 

10*77 

6*69 

69*40 

Together 

!     1,401-23 

166*57 
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Number  of 
stations  and 
^nronts. 


Belling  stock. 


Their  cost  of 
maintenance. 


The  total  number  of  stations,  of  all  sorts,  under 
Wiirtemberg  administration,  amounts  in  1884  to  302, 
and  the  number  of  servants  and  various  kinds  of 
employes  to  8,133-  These  numbers  show  a  slight 
increase  over  former  years. 

The  rolling  stock  of  the  State  railways  in  1884 
consisted  of  331  locomotives,  together  with  298  tenders, 
798  passenger  carriages  to  seat  36,818  persons,  and  6,147 
goods  trucks  meant  to  carry  48,951  tons. 

The  total  cost  of  the  rolling  stock  is  calculated  at 
40,255,247  marks  (2,012,762/0  >  and  is  composed  as 
follows : — 

Marks. 
For  locomotives  and  tenders         ••  ••      17,389,420 

For  passenger  carriages  .•  •  •  • .       5,828,846 

For  goods  trucks  ••  ••  ••     17.036,981 


Total 


40,255,247 


Accidents. 


Traffic  of 
pas-engers. 


The  list  of  accidents  for  1883-84  amounts  to  90  in 
all,  showing  an  increase  of  10  as  compared  with  1882-83. 
Of  this  number  only  3  passengers  were  killed  and 
7  wounded;  17  railway  officials  were  killed,  the  rest 
were  wounded,  giving  an  average  per  1,000,000 
passengers  of  026  killed  and  062  injured. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  conveyed  during  the 
years  1882-83  and  1883-84  consisted  of:— 


1882-83. 

Per 
cent. 

1883-84. 

Per 

cent. 

Internal  traffic          •  • 
Outward    „              •  • 
Through     „ 

Persons. 

9,809,414 

527,763 

51,764 

94-42 
5-07 
0-56 

Persons. 

10,789,961 

534,247 

49,596 

94-86 
4-70 
0-44 

Total  • . 

10,388,941 

•  •' 

11,373,804 

•  • 

Per  cent. 


Of  these,  in  1882-83,  there  travelled 

._ 

1st  class            •• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

11-66 

2nd    „              •• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

19-04 

8rd     „              •  '• 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

29-70 

In  composite  carriages 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

26-63 

In  1883.84— 

1st  class           •• 

•  « 

•  •■  • 

•  •^ 

11 '40 

2nd    „ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

16*60 

3ru     „              •  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

31-57 

In  composite  carriages 

« • 

•  • 

•  • 

26-63 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  total  amount  of  goods  Good*  t»ffic 
traffic  for  the  years  1882-84  :— 


latemal  traffic 
Oatward      „ 
Throug'b      „ 


1882-83. 


Tons. 
1,046,376 
1,108,876 

410,440 


Per 
cent. 


34-3 
36-3 
13-4 


1883-84. 


Tons. 
1,211,368 
1,166,166 

384,768 


Per 
cent 


36-6 
36-2 
11-6 


In  1882-83  the  traffic  in  cattle  amounted  to 
139,163  tons;  in  coal,  to  545,912  tons;  and  in  boats 
running  in  connection  with  the  railways,  to  1,744  tons. 

In  1883-84  the  traffic  in  cattle  amounted  to 
135,099  tons;  in  coal,  to  606,349  tons;  and  in  boats 
running  in  connection  with  the  railways,  to  1,490  tons. 

The  following  Table  giyes  the  receipts  derived  from  Beceipu. 
passengers  and  luggage  for  the  three  years  1881-84 : — 


Receipts  from  Freight. 

Marks. 

Per  kilom. 

Marks. 

Per  kilom. 

1881-82 

882-83 

1883-84 

9,823,224 
9,302,666 
9,371,923 

Marks. 
6,406 
6,066 
6,101 

16,862,162 
16,602,783 
17,364,476 

Marks. 
10,346 
10,743 
11,304 

After  deducting  certain  items  from  the  gross  receipts 
and  expenses,  the  net  expenditure  for  the  year  1883-84 
amounted  to  as  follows : — 

Marks  p£ 
..  29,061,823  76 
.•      16,421,802  74 


Net  gross  receipts 


Net  working  expenses 
Net  surplus 


13,640,021  01 


The  expenses  of  administration  can  thus  be  calcu- 
lated at  61'12  per  cent,  of  the  receipts,  as  compared 
with  53'7  per  cent,  in  the  year  1882-83,  and  53*2  per 
cent,  in  1881-82.  The  net  receipts  represent  3*07  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  capital,  as  compared  to  2*79  per  cent, 
in  the  year  1882-83,  and  286  per  cent,  in  1881-82. 
[185J  E 
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Stean-boats 
on  Lake 
Constance. 


Formerly  these  steamers  were  in  the  hands  of  a  Joint 
Stock  Company,  but  since  1864  the  business  is  worked 
by  the  State. 

The  working  stock  consists  of  7  steamers,  4  iron 
towing-boats,  and  1  iron  Trajiktkahn.  166,846  persons 
were  carried  in  1884,  as  against  147,602  in  the  previous 
year.  The  overweight  of  luggage  in  1884  amounted  to 
188,620  kilog.,  as  against  386,366  kilog.  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  net  receipts  for  the  year  1884  amounted  to 
61,141  marks  (2,667/.)- 


Nomber  ot 
post-offices. 


Post  and  Telegraphs. 

The  total  number  of  postal  establishments  in 
Wiirtemberg  on  the  31st  March,  1884,  amounted  to 
637,  or  three  more  than  in  the  previous  year;  this 
number  was  composed  as  follows : — 


Area  of  postal 
establish- 
ments. 

Places  for  the 
sale  of  postage 
Biampp,  and 
namber  of 
letter  boxes. 


Namber  of 
employes. 


Letters. 


1884. 

1883. 

Post-offices 
Postal  agencies    •• 
Branch  offices     • . 
Delivery  office     •  • 

864 

162 

10 

1 

363 

160 

10 

1 

Total 

637 

534 

A  postal  establishment  serves  on  the  average 
36,820  square  kilom.,  and  3,671  inabitants. 

The  number  of  places  selling  postage  stamps  on  the 
31st  March,  1884,  was  958,  or  62  more  than  in  1883. 
Of  the  number  of  letter-boxes,  1,092  were  placed  in 
post  towns,  and  1,972  in  country  places,  or  in  all,  3,064, 
an  increase  of  23  over  the  previous  year.  Besides  these 
there  must  be  taken  into  accoimt  the  68  letter-boxes  in 
mail  trains,  and  518  in  rural  post  carts. 

The  total  number  of  post-oflBce  employes  in  1884 
amounted  to  4,260,  and  of  telegraph  employes  to  1,449, 
or  in  all,  5,709. 

The  number  of  letters  posted  in  Wiirtemberg  during 
the  year  1884  amounted  to  39,718,440,  and  the  number 
of  those  received  for  addresses  in  the  country  to 
40,671,432,  which  gives  an  average  of  a  little  over  20  per 
head  of  the  population. 
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The  total  number  of  newspapers,  both  sent  and  Newiptpm. 
delivered  during  1884,  is  put  down  at  30,216,417  copies, 
or  at  the  rate  of  a  little  over  16  per  head  of  the 
population. 

The  total  number  of  parcels,  money,  and  diflFerent  P»»ei«. 
valuables  which  were  dispatched  in  the  coimtry  during 
the  year  1884  amounted  to  5,036,680,  and  the  number 
of  the  same  articles  received  for  addresses  in  Wiirtemberg 
amoimted  to  4,496,292,  or  showing  an  average  of 
2'300  pieces  per  head  of  population. 

The  total  value  of  post-office  orders  paid  in  and  out  Pott-office 
of  Wiirtemberg  during  the  year  1884,   amounted  to  ^'^^"* 
246,000,000  marks,  giving  an  average  of  66  marks  71  pf. 
per  head  of  population. 

The  total  number  of  State  telegraph  offices  in  1884  Number  ot 
amoimted    to  414.     This  number  was    composed    as  ^"^^^ 
follows : — 

In  WUrtemberg  territory  . .  . .  . .  389 

In  the  State  of  Baden       . .  . .  . .  15 

In  Hohenzollem . .              . .  . .  . .  8 

In  Bavaria          .  •             •  •  . .  •  •  2 

This  gives  on  an  average  1  telegraph  office  to  every  Am  of 
47*224  square  kilom.,  and  to  every  4,773  inhabitants,        ^^^^ 

The  length  of  the  telegraph  lines   had  increased  Length  of 
from  2,749  kilom,  on  the  31st  December,   1881,  to  ^^^•^ 
2,774  kilom.  on  the  31st  March,  1884. 

The  total  number  of  telegrams  of  every  description  Number  of 
received,  sent,  or  transmitted  during  the  year  1884,  was  *®^««?'*°^ 
2,030,126,  or  49,120  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  communications  by  telephone  only  date  from  Telephones 
the  year  1881;  but  the  total  number  of  telephones 
worlang    in    the  Kingdom    of    Wiirtemberg    on    the 
31st  March,  1884,  is  given  at  a  little  over  200,  with  a 
length  of  wire  242-9  kiJom. 

The  gross  results  of  the  State  posts  and  telegraphs  Beeeipu  and 
for  the  year  1884  are  as  follows :—  expenditure. 

Marks      pf. 
Gross  receipts     ..  ..  ..     6,388,627  04 

Gross  ezpeDditure  ,.  ..     4,959,141  13 

Burplns  ..  ..      1,429,485  91 

This  surplus,  with  a  few  other  items  accruing  to  it.  Net  wceipu 
amounted  actually  to  1,441,385  marks.    After  deducting 
[185J  p 
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Direct  taxes. 


a  4  per  oeut.  interest  on  the  original  and  working  oapltal5 
the  net  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
1,102,021  marks  59  pf.  (55,101/.). 

The  expenses  of  administration  amounted  to  77*62  per 
cent,  of  the  receipts,  which  can  be  calculated  at  the  rate 
of  3  marks  2i  pf.  per  head  of  the  population;  the 
expenditure  on  the  same  can  be  calculated  at  the  rate 
of  2  marks  52  pf .  per  head  of  population. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  direct  taxes  is  the  produce 
of  the  land  tax.  The  net  receipts  derived  therefrom  for 
the  years  1881  82  and  1882-83  were  8,752,378  marks 
47  pf.  (437,618/.)  and  8,803,738  marks  6  pf.  (440,186/.) 
respectively. 

The  tax  on  incomes  produced  for  the  same  years  the 
net  total  of  4,465,689  marks  40  pf.  (223,284/.)  and 
4,586,342  marks  (229,267/.)  respectively. 
Indirect  taxes.  The  most  important  indirect  tax  is  that  imposed  on 
the  various  drinks.  This  tax  alone,  in  1881-82,  pro- 
duced a  net  revenue  of  9,166,203  marks  26  pf .  (458,310/.), 
and  in  1882-83  the  sum  of  8,795,515  marks  61  pf. 
(439,775/.). 

The  assessment  on  wine  and  cider  at  11  per  cent,  of 
tho  net  proceeds  in  the  retail  of  liquor  yielded  in  the 
years : — 

Marks    pf. 
1881-82  ..  ..  ..      1,988,134  78 

1882-83  ..  ..  ..      1,882,859  93 

1883-84  ..  ..  ..      1,896,822  05 


fax  on  wine 
jmd  cider. 


Total    .. 

On  an  average 


5,767,816  76 
1,922,605  59 


Malt  tax.  The  duty  on  malt,  at  the  rate  of  5  marks  per  centner, 

yielded  in  the  years : — 


Years. 

Malt  used  for 
Brewing. 

Malt  used  for 

the  preparation  of 

Brandy. 

1881-82       .. 
1882-83       .. 
1883-84       .. 

Marks    pf. 
7,629,975.  43 
7,226,685  48 
7,323,768  78 

Marks  pf. 
33,675  35 
25,867  70 
29,912  76 

Total 

Oh  ill!  uvor.'!|;?. , 

22,180,429  69 

7,:rJ  s47G  oG 

89,455  81 

29,818  CO 
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The  following  statistics  published  by  the  "Stuttgart  Ayemgecon- 
Handels-  und  Gewerbe-Kammer/*  are  interesting  as  S^rfiLlim, 
showing  the  average  ccnsumption  of  beer,  in  litres,  per  v^r  head  of 
head  of  population  in  various  countries.    These  statistics  ffien^'  '"^ 
are  calculated  for  the  year  1683-84 : —  countries. 

Litres  per  bead. 

Bavaria            . .  . .  . .  260 

WUrtembcrg    ..  ..  ..  •.  187 

Baden               . .  . .  . .  73 

Alpace-Lorraine  • .  , .  •  •  54 

The  whole  ZoUgebiet     . .  . .  . .  89 

Belgium           ..  ..  ..  ..  154 

Great  Britain  . .  . .  . .  . ,  124 

North  Americn  . .  . .  . .  62 

Netherlands     . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Switzerland     ..  ..  ..  ..  36 

Austria- Hungary  ..  ..  ,.  ?3 

France             ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

The  total  consumption  of  beer  for  1883-84  in  the  Breweries  in 
German  Empire  amounted  to  39,901,149  hectoL,  or  on  ^"""•"y- 
the  ayerage  of  87*8  litres  per  head  of  the  population. 
During  the  same  year  it  is  calculated  that  there  were  in 
Germany  (excepting  in  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  Baden, 
and  Alsace-Lorraine)  9,626  industrial,  and  1,078  non- 
industrial  breweries  carrying  on  the  trade;  in  all, 
therefore,  10,703  breweries.  The  joint  total  production 
of  these  breweries  amounted  to  23,391,919  hectoL,  and 
the  gross  revenue  derived  from  the  malt  tax,  &c., 
thereon,  amounted  to  over  20,000,000  marks,  or  at  the 
rate  of  59  pfennige  per  head  of  population. 

In  1884  there  were —  Breweries.  Number  of 

Id  Bavaria  •  •  •  •  •  •      5,422  breweries  in 

WUrtemberg       ..  ..  ..     2,607  1884  in 

Alsace-Lorraine  . .  . .  . .         207  Bavaria.  Wur- 

temberg,  and 
A  leace- 

Besides  the  2,507  industrial  breweries  in  Wiirtemberg  loiraine. 
mentioned  above,  there  were  5,276  private  ones ;  the  two 
together  producing  the  round  total  of  3,041,857  hectol. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  public-houses  in 
Wiirtemberg  is  put  down  at  17,300,  which  pay  an  octroi 
of  18,000,000  marks.  Thus  the  present  average  is  one 
public-house  for  1102  inhabitants.  In  1870  it  was  one 
for  150-8,  and  in  the  years  1854-59,  one  for  181-2.  The 
increasing  number  of  inns,  &c.,  only  show  what  an 
important  part  they  play  in  the  country  life  of  the 
Wiirtemberg  people. 
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Present  Btat« 
and  prospect 
of  the  beer 
trade  in 
Wurtemberg. 


Number  of 
distilleries  in 
Wiirtemjerg. 


The  brewing  trade  in  1881,  in  spite  of  a  good  many 
complaints  of  a  falling-off  in  the  market,  may  be  said  to 
remain  stationary.  The  large  breweries,  from  a  sufficient 
outlay  of  capital  and  good  management,  have  succeeded 
in  making  handsome  profits ;  but  not  so  the  middle-sized 
and  smaller  breweries,  which  have  suffered  considerably 
from  the  scarcity  of  barley  of  the  previous  year,  and  the 
keenness  of  foreign  competition. 

From  recent  statistics  it  is  calculated  that  the 
number  of  industrial  breweries  during  the  past  few 
years  has  diminished  by  forty-three,  but  owing  to  a  good 
hop  and  barley  harvest,  a  revival  in  the  trade  is  expected. 

The  selling  price  of  beer  in  1884  was  the  same  as  in 
former  years ;  if  anything  at  all,  there  may  have  been  a 
falling-olf  in  the  price  of  50  pfennige  per  hectol.  The 
increased  demand  by  the  public  for  wine  and  cider,  of 
which  large  quantities  are  drunk  in  the  summer,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  the  present  price  of  beer  continues 
to  be  high,  and  that  it  can  hardly  be  diminished  owing 
to  the  high  duty  on  barley,  which  in  many  cases  is 
imported  by  brewers  from  Austria,  has  had  much  to  do 
in  bringing  the  brewing  trade  to  its  present  state. 
Hops  are  cheap,  but  the  tax  on  malt  is  much  com- 
plained of. 

A  large  joint  stock  brewing  Company  was  obliged 
to  import  from  Hungary  150  waggons  of  barley  required 
for  their  trade,  at  a  very  high  pnce,  which  caused  them 
to  spend  35,000  marks  more  on  their  business  during 
1883-84  than  in  the  previous  year. 

In  the  year  1871  there  were  13,178  distilleries  (or 
on  the  average  1  per  137'2  inhabitants)  carrying  on  the 
brandy  and  liquor  traffic  in  Wurtemberg.  In  those 
times  brandy  was  not  much  in  request,  and  the  business 
was  looked  upon  aS  an  inferior  one,  and  generally  carried 
on  conjointly  with  some  other.  But  since  then  the 
demand  for  spirits  has  considerably  increased,  and  from 
quite  recent  statistics,  it  is  calculated  that  there  are 
over  14,000  distilleries  actively  employed  at  the  present 
moment.  This  number  may  be  divided  into  four 
groups :  the  first,  consisting  of  some  4,000  distilleries, 
merely  fabricate  for  their  own  household  use;  the 
second,  numbering  likewise  some  4,000,  fabricate  on  an 
average  up  to  50  litres  yearly  beyond  what  they  require 
for  their  own  use;  the  third,  consisting  of  the  same 
number,  distill  up  to  500  litres  yearly;  and  the  last 
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group,  making  up  the  remainder,  yiz,,  2,000,  produce 
over  5  hectol. 

The  net  receipts  derived  by  the  Government  from 
the  tax  on  the  petty  sale  of  spirits  were  as  follows : — 

For  the  year—  Marks    pf. 

1881-82  ..  ..  ..  292,564  72 

1882-83  ..  ..  .•  309,141  97 

1883-84  ..  ..  ..  319,705  40 


Together  ..  ..      921,412  09 

Or  average         ..  ..      307,137  36 

At  a  recent  general  meeting  held  by  the  Stuttgart  Different 
Innkeepers'  Association,  several    interesting    speeches  f?®S^^^* 
were  made  by  some  leading  authorities  on  the  subject^  on  the  nSrii 
tending  to  prove  that  if  the  spirit  monopoly  measure  monopo^ 
became  law,  all  the  four  groups  forming  part  of  the  ^^'"^^ 
14,000  distilleries  in  Wiirtemberg,  as  specified  above, 
would  be  severe  sufferers. 

The  "  Gesamt  Kollegium  der  Central  Stelle  fiir  die 
Landwirthschaft,"  however,  in  a  meeting  held  on  the 
13th  January,  voted  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  in  a 
recent  sitting  it  was  acknowledged  that  the  Project  of 
Law  made  due  allowance  for  the  interests  of  the  various 
small  distilleriea  throughout  the  coimtry. 

The  total  number  of  small  vendors  of  liquor  had 
reached,  in  1881,  the  respectable  figure  of  17,157,  and 
it  may  be  said  that,  perhaps,  with  the  exception  of 
Alsace-Lorraine,  Wiirtemberg  possesses  the  greatest 
number  of  small  distilleries  in  the  German  Empire.  In 
spite  of  this.  South  Germany  consumes  less  brandy  per 
head  than  North  Germany. 

The    yearly   consumption    of    spirits   in    (Germany  Atemge 
amounts,  on  an  average,  per  head  of  population,  to  yearly  per- 
8  litres  of  clear  alcohol,  or  18  litres  of  drinking  alcohol,  ^nSmpUon 
making  18  litres  per  inhabitant  at  45  pfennige.     In  ©r  spirits  in 
Wurtemberg  the  yearly  consumption  of  spirits  per  head  h^o?popL' 
of  population  is  less  high,  being  estimated  at  5  litres  '»^o»- 
only.     In  Bavaria  the  yearly  average  is  a  little  over 
d  litres,  and  in  Baden,  6  litres  per  head  of  population. 

The  total   number  of   distilleries  working  in    the  Nnmberof 
German  Empire  (excepting  Bavaria,  Wurtemberg,  and  ^^8ti»eriMin 
Baden)  amounted  in  1883-84  to  32,518.     Of  this  number  piJ^^d  the 
26,614  were  in  the  country,  and  3,904  in  the  different  »»?«»)  ^ 

towns.  the  tax  on 
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Consamption 
of  spirits  in 
Qermany. 


Schnapps. 


The  gross  yields  of  the  produce  therefrom  amounted 
in  that  year  to  63,396,883  marks,  but  after  deducting 
certain  expenses,  tlie  net  yield  was  48,911,372  marks 
(2,445,568Z.)j  or  at  the  rate  of  1*35  marks  per  head  of 
population. 

In  a  recent  interesting  article  on  the  "  Branntwein 
Monopol "  question,  the  '*  Frankfurter  Zeitung  "  gives  the 
following  figures  (roughly  calculated)  as  representing 
the  entire  consumption  of  spirits  in  Germany  at  the 
present  time : — 

Hectolitres. 
For  North  Germany. .  ..  ..      3,600,000 

Bavaria  ..  ..         175,000 

Wurtemberg      ..  ..  ..  50,000 

Baden  ..  .,  ..        100,000 


Total 


3,825,000 


By  this  word  is  meant  corn-brandy  and  ardent  spirits 
distilled  from  potatoes,  rye,  and  other  alcoholic  yielding 
substances.  A  very  large  quantity  of  schnapps  is 
annually  consumed  throughout  Germany,  and  in 
Wurtemberg  it  is  certainly  on  the  increase.  In  Alsace- 
Lorraine  it  has  made  rapid  strides,  and  whereas  formerly 
the  labouring  man  contented  himself  with  the  light 
wines  of  the  country,  he  now  almost  entirely  resorts  to 
schnapps. 


Total  pcmnla- 
lation  of 
Wortembei^ 
on  Decem- 
ber 1, 188.V 


Notes  on  the  Census  taken  in  December  1885  iri 
Wurtemberg. 

The  entire  population  has  increased  from  1,971,118 
inhabitants  in  1880,  to  1,994,849  in  1885,  showing  an 
increase  of  23,731  souls  in  favour  of  the  latter  year, 
which  gives  a  gain  of  1'20  per  cent.,  or  an  annual 
average  increase  of  4,746.  Of  this  number  960,818 
were  males  (4816  per  cent.)  and  1,034,031  females 
(51'84  per  cent.). 

This  increase  is  by  far  the  smallest  which  has  ever 
been  noticed  since  the  census  period  of  1860-65. 
During  the  five  years  1875-80  there  was  an  annual 
average  increase  of  as  much  as  18,000,  or  four  times  the 
present  rate;  and  in  the  period  1871-76  the  average 
yearly  increase  was  15,740,  or  more  than  treble  the 
present  one. 
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The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  follo?diig  ^^^ 
three  years  was  as  follows : —  doaths.^^^ 

Ib  1881    •«      ..      ..     ..  22,416 

1882  ..      ..      ..      ..   21,885 

1883  ••      ••      ••      ••  21)859 

Whereas  the  excess  of  females  over  males  in  1880  aioess  of 
amounted  to  67,918,  in  1885  it  had  increased  to  73,213.    ^*  ^•' 
The  number  of  emigrants  in  the  years  SmignAion. 

1881  amounted  to         . .  . .  . .      1 1,470 

1882  „  ..  ..  .•        9,927 

1883  ,.  ..  ..  ..       9,792 

1884  „  ..  ..  ..       7,797 

It  is  calculated  that  there  will  have  been  some 
50,000  emigrants  in  all  during  the  period  1881-85.  This 
is  a  considerable  increase  over  former  years,  but  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  emigration  had  very  greatly 
declined  throughout  Germany  between  1873  and  1877, 
and  that  the  present  increase  is  not  so  very  remarkable 
in  comparison  with  the  periods  before  those  years. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  numbers  of  all  the 
emigrants  from  Germany  during  the  year  1884 : — 

Prussia            ..  .  ..  ..  93,622 

BaTaria           .  •  •  •  .  •  . .  14,856 

SaxoDy           •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  4,636 

Wurtemberg  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,797     . 

Baden             ..  ..  ..  .*  4,881 

Heesen          ..  ..  ••  ••  3,175 

Mecklenburg  ••  ••  ..  ..  4,662 

Oldenburg      .•  ..  ••  ,.  1,958 

Remaining  German  States  • .  .  •  8,499 

Total  ..  ..  ..  143,586 

Of  the  four  provinces,  viz.,  Yagst,  Neckar,  Black  Districts  in 
Forest,  and  Danube  notable  increases  are  observable  in  W">'^na^'» 
all  except   in    the  Yagstkreis,  which  latter  one  has 
diminished  by  2,690  inhabitants.    The  largest  increase, 
viz.,  16,711,  is  in  the  Neckar  circle. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  19,615  inhabitants  in  Towm, 
the  eleven  towns  numbering  more  than  10,000  souls  at 
the  last  census. 

The  following  list  shows  the  present  population  of 
all  those  towns :  — 
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Inhabitants 

Stuttgart  •• 

•              • 

126,510 

Ulm 

38,630 

Heilbronn 

27,751 

Essb'ngen  •  • 

20,839 

Cannstadt.  • 

18,021 

Reutlingen 

17,228 

Ludwigsburg 

16,474 

OmUnd     . . 

15,302 

Tubingen  . . 

12,545 

Goppingen 

12,142 

Ravensburg 

11,475 

Stuttgart. 


Kumber  of 
births,  mar- 
riaget,  and 
deaths  in  the 
capital. 


The  total  population  of  Stuttgart  (including  the 
suburbs  Berg,  Heslach,  and  Weiler  Gablenberg)  had 
increased  from  117,303  in  December  1880,  to  126,510 
on  the  1st  December,  1885.  This  gives  an  increase  of 
8,364  souls  (or  7  13  per  cent.)  as  compared  with  the 
former  census  period.  Of  the  sum  total  69,906  were 
males  and  65,604  females. 

During  the  calendar  year  1885  there  were  altogether 
3,891  births  as  against  3,913  in  1884.  Of  marriages 
there  were  903  as  against  779,  and  of  deaths  2,843 
against  2,951. 

Amongst  the  legitimate  births  1,608  were  of  the 
male  sex,  and  1,636  of  the  female  sex. 

Amongst  the  illegitimate  births  341  were  of  male,  and 
307  of  female  sex. 

Amongst  the  deaths  1,498  were  of  the  male  and 
1,346  of  the  female  sex. 

Of  the  900  couples  in  Stuttgart  who  contracted 
marriage, 

674  were  of  tbe  Evangelical  creed. 

48  were  of  the  Catholic  creed. 

172  were  of  mixed  creed. 

9  were  Jewg. 

(Signed)  A.  G.  VANSITTART. 

Stuttgardt,  February  20, 1886. 
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WEIGHTS    AND    MEASURES. 


THE    MBTRICAL    SYSTEM. 

{In  force  in  Auitria^Hungary^  Belgium^  Frmnee^  Italyy  Netherlands^ 
Portugal^  Spam^  Switzerland.) 

Metre.  •  • .  . «    equal  to    1*094  yards. 

Kilometre  ••  ••         „  0*621  mile. 

8kiloiiftetres      ••  ••        ^         6  miles  nearly  (i\ 

•  •   equal  to    2*206  lbs 
„  2  cwt  nearly  ('). 

•  •   equal  to    0*886  square  mile. 
„  2  J  acres  nearly  C). 

•  •    equal  to    1*808  cubic  yards. 


Kilogramme      •  • 
Quintal  (100  kilog.) 

Square  kHoflMtre 
Hectu<e 

Cubic  metre 
18  cubic  metres. . 
Litre  .•  «• 

Hectolitre 


••  ••    equal  to    0*88  quart. 

•  •         „  22  gaUons. 

The  metrical  system  is  also  in  force,  to  a  greater  or  less  extcBi,  in 
most  of  the  Sottib  American  States. 


China. 

Icatty 
1  picul 

•  • 

•  • 

..    equalto 

lilb. 
lcwt.21ilbs. 

Tandtoofhtid 
„       com 
w        coal 

Pund*. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•-• 

•  •    equalto 

••                9» 
••                 99 

about  1^  acres. 
8*8  bashels. 
4*6776  „ 
1*102  lbs. 

Osntner 

•• 

CrSFIIMMty. 

»•   equal  to 
Oreee$m 

about  110^  lbs.  («) 

Oke    .. 

•  • 
•• 

••    equalto 

•  •           w 
AfStML 

about  ^  lbs.  (>> 
128  lbs. 

Food.« 
ChetMTt 

f«st.^ 

•• 

••               99 

••               99 

Mha. 

6}biisii«ls. 
abssikfef  a.aihb 

Kanmu. 

•• 
•• 

..    equalto 

1  lb.,  nearly  (% 
Igalkm,  nearly  (t). 

«ha   ^ 

«• 

ym 

IWisy. 

IMJbs^ 

4  miles  1,709  yards, 
lewt  8qrs.24^1bs. 
2  acres  1  aood  85^  poles. 
i^l  110*282  lbs. 
[408] 


fi)  2*84  ] 
(•)  0*987  lb. 
(0  4*608  pints. 
(•)  2*8286  lbs. 
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MONEY. 

£ 

•• 

A 

AuiiriO'Hwhgan/ 

100  kreuteers  =  1  florin  «  nearly 

0 

1 

8 

France,               ) 
SwiHerland,       J 

..  100  centimes  s   1  franc    26  fr«net 
22*128  centimes            • .             » 

1 

0 

0 

Brmil      .. 

Milrei§«s 

0 

2 

8 

Portugal 

Mikeis- 

0 

4 

6 

China 

10  mace  ss  1  tad  = 

0 

5 

10 

Germany,^ 

100  pfennige  s  1  reicbtmark  ib 

0 

1 

0 

Oreece     •  • 

•  •  lOOleptas  1  draohnuu  28 drachma!  = 

1 

0 

0 

Italy 

100  oentesimi  ss  1  lira.    25  lire  s 

1 

0 

0 

Japan 

100  sen  =  1  yen  = 

0 

4 

2 

100  cents  =  1  golden  = 

0 

1 

8 

Ruisia     •  • 

..     1  silver  rouble  ss 

0 

2 

1 

1  gold  rouble  s 

0 

8 

2 

Spam 

100  centimes  =s  1  peseta.    25  pesetas  «e 
1  real  =  25  centimes. 

1 

0 

0 

Sw6d4n,              1 

Norway,             J 

^  . .        100  ore  SB  1  krooa.    18  kroner  *■ 

1 

0 

0 

Denmark^           J 

Turkey    .• 

•  •  40  paras  B  1  piastre 

100  piastres  s  1/.  Turkish  as 

0 

18 

0 

United  States 

«•           100  cents  s  1  dollar  s 

0 

4 

2 

New  ntrhih  Metric  System Jrom  the  jj^  March^*  1882. 

The  archine  equals  in  length  1  m^tre.  The  archine  is  divided  into 
Ifi  pwmaks  (pouces);  the  partnak  into  10  khate  (lignes);  and  the  khat 
into  10  noktae  (points). 

Ibe  mille  is  1,000  archines  in  length ;  the  phareagh  (10  milles) 
or  10,000  archines;  Kpharsagh  comprises  a  journey  of  about  two  hours. 

The  new  demum  represents  a  square  piece  of  *land  comprisLug 
10  archines  each  way,  or  100  square  archines.  The  dfirib  100  archines 
each  way,  or  10,000  square  archines. 

The  eultchek  is  a  new  measure  of  capacity,  a  parmak  in  lengthy  width, 
and  depth. 

The  new  kiU  contains  10  eultcheks;  the  eultchek  10 'kontons  (boites); 
and  the  konton  10  zarfs. 

The  new  o^  is  divided  into  1,00Q  drames;  the  drame  into  10  denks; 
the  denk  into  1 0  houghdais  ;  the  houghdai  into  10  hahhis  (grain). 

The  new  hatman  contains  10  oies;  the  kantar  10  hatmans;  and  the 
tcheki  10  kuntars. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i  M  ) 


No.  1. 
Germany. 


^Eiepart  Jby  Mr.  Scott  on  the  Budget  of  the  German  Empire 

for  1886-87. 


Pabt  L 


Thb  Budget  for  the  current  year,  which  commenoed  intiodoctoiy. 
-on  the  1st  April,  as  fixed  by  a  Law  of  the  8th  March, 
1886,  balances  at  696,616,609  marks.    As  shown  in  the 
.  .annexed  Table,  the  expenditure  is  divided  into— 

Marks. 
Ordinarj  ..  ..  ..       621,150,433 

Bxtraormnary     ••  ••  ••         75,465,076 

Total  •.  ••       696,615,50? 

or  79,684,837  marks  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous 
budget. 

^e  Army  Vote  is  increased  by  nearly  12  millions.      Amy. 

The  Navy  Vote  by  nearly  4J  millions,  and  the  Vote  Kavy. 
for  the  Treasury,  by  68  millions  of  marks. 

The  necessary  revenue  to  meet  this  expenditure  is 
raised,  as  shown  in  Table  2. 

The  revenue  derived  from  duties  and  taxes  collected  Beremie. 
on  account  of  the  Empire  shows  an  increase  of  44,617,430 
marks  over  the  yield  of  1886*86. 

The  Gustontis  alone  are  expected  to  yield  an  addi-  omtomi. 
tional  revenue  of  nearly  46  millions  of  marks;  the 
tobacco  and  beetroot  taxes,  on  the  other  hand,  exhibit 
an  estimated  falling-off,  the  former  to  the  extent  of 
8  millions,  and  the  latter  of  1  million,  marks.  An 
increased  revenue  is  estimated  from  the  taxes  on  salt, 
spirit,  and  malt. 

The  stamp  duties,  which,  since  the  Ist  October,  stamp  datiM. 
1885^  include  a  tax  on  commercial  transactions  on  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54  GEHlIAHY. 

Exchange,  are  expected  to  yield  10  million  marks  more 
than  in  1886-86. 

To  cover  extraordinary  expenditure  in  the  current 
year  on  accoxmt  of  the 'Army,  Navy,  and  Railway 
Services,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Empire  is  empowered,  by 
a  Law  dated  the  8th  March,  1886,  to  issue  Treasury 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  28,738,666  marks,  which  sum  is 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Budget  under  the  item  10, 
''Extraordinary  Revenue." 

The  sum  remaining  to  be  contributed  by  the  Federal 
States  to  the  revenue  of  the  Empire  under  th^  head  of 
"Matricular  Contributions,'*  is,  for  the  present  year, 
138,443,060  marks,  or  16,400,000  marks  in  excess  of  the 
contributions  required  by  the  expenditure  of  1885-86. 
Spirit  The  eflForts  of  the  Imperial  Executive  to  make  the 

^"'^^^^^^  Jmpeml  Budget  eyentttally  independeot  of  these  con- 
tributions in  aid  fwai  the  Eederal  States,  by  introduoing 
a  (Government  monopoly  of  spirits,  and  inraeosing  the 
tax  on  beetroots  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar, 
failed  owing  to  the  rejection  by  the  Reichstag  of  the 
BQls  submitted  to  it  with  this  object.  New  Bills  have, 
howevw,  been  prepared  and  just  tebled  in  tiie  Reichstag 
—one  for  the  readjustment  and  increase  of  the  tax  on 
spirits,  and  the  other  for  a  small  increase  in  the  tax  on 
beetroots,  and  a  decrease  of  the  rates  of  export  bounty 
at  present  allowed  to  sugar  manufaotnied  maa,  tibem« 

If  accepted  by  the  Legislature  the  result  of  these 
WSb  \rill  saiffibP^  inereftse  ttie  independent  terenue  of 
tiie  Empire,  ^though  not  to  the  extent  oont^nplated 
by  the  fram^rs  (A  Iflie  atigjbai  KSlsw 

(tegned)  CHARLES  ».  SOOTT. 

Berlin,  May  20, 1886. 
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Supplementary  Report  by  Mr.  Scott  on  the  Budget  of  the 
German  Empire. 


The   Colonial  expenditure  of  the  German  Empire  Cobnki 
does  not  form  an  independent  item  in  the  Annual  ^P'"***"'*' 
Budget,  but  is  included  in  the  Vote  taken  for  the 
Foreign  Office. 

The  comparative  smallness  of  the  amount  which  the 
Empire  is  <^ed  upon  to  contribute  to  the  support  of 
its  Colonial  enterprise  will  account  for  my  having 
omitted  to  include  it  in  the  brief  mention  of  the 
prmcipal  items  of  revenue  and  expenditure  in  the 
Budget. 

As  reported  in  my  despatch  to  Earl  Gr&nville  of  the 
7th  March^  1885^  the  Colonial  Vote  first  appeared  in  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  for  the  Foreign  Office  pre- 
sented on  the  2nd  March.  It  was  for  248»000  marks, 
or  12,400/.,  of  which  sum,  as  explained  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  152,000  marks,  or  7,600/.,  form^  an 
instalment  of  a  special  charge  for  the  erection  of 
(Jovemment  buildings  in  the  Cameroons,  TogOj  and 
South-west  African  Protectorates,  and  the  remaining 
96,000  marks  would  eventually  be  a  permanent  charge 
in  the  Annual  Budget  for  the  salaries  of  the  Governors, 
Commissioners,  and  Secretaries  in  the  same  Protecto- 
rates. 

The  other  Protectorates  recently  established  by  the 
Empire  would,  it  was  at  the  same  time  explained,  not 
entaQ  any  financial  charge  on  the  Empire,  as  the  costs 
of  administration  would  be  defrayed  by  the  Companies 
to  which  Imperial  Charters  had  been  given. 

In  the  Budget  for  the  current  year  the  Vote  of 
248,000  marks  has  been  increased  to  300,000  marks,  or 
16,000/.,  and  appears  as  an  item  of  extraordinary 
expenditure. 

This  increase  is  explained  by  an  anticipated  excess 
of  the  original  estimate  for  the  cost  of  providmg  Govern- 
ment buildings  and  a  police  force  for  the  three  Protecto- 
rates in  question. 

In  indirect  connection  with  the  Colonial  policy  of 
Germany  nuy  be  mentioned  an  item  of  150,000  marks 
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in  the  Foreign  OflSee  Vote  for  subventions  to  scientific 
enterprises,  with  the  object  of  opening  up  Central 
Africa  and  other  territories. 

This  item  appeared  formerly  at  the  same  amount  in 
the  Vote  taken  for  the  Home  Office,  but  has  been  now 
transferred  to  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

(Signed)  CHAELBS  S.  SCOTT. 

June  7, 1886. 
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ItaJy. 


Jteport  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Kennedy  on  the  Finances  of  Italy, 
trith  special  reference  to  the  Budgets  of  1884-85  and 
1885-86, 

The  finances  of  Italy^  which  have  formed  the  subject  itaHaa 
of  much  recent  discussion  in  the  Italian  Parliament  and  f^^^^  * 
press,  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  transition.     Com-  sute. 
pared  with  the  year  1866  the  improvement  is  enormous, 
but  the  Budgets  since  the  year  1882  are  less  fayourable 
than  that  of  1881  or  of  the  preceding  five  years,  when 
excess  of  revenue  was  the  rule.    The  Finance  Minister^ 
in  his  two  recent  remarkable  speeches,  admits  inevitable  ^®^^^ 
defidts  for  the  present  and  for  the  next  two  years,  and  fo^ntxt  two 
only  promises  a  balance  of  expenditure  and  revenue  y^*^ 
for  the  financial  year  commencing  July  1888  on  con- 
dition  that    his   proposed    taxes    are    voted    without 
essential  modification,  and  that  the  public  expenditure 
be  strictly  confined  within  prescribed  limits,  i.e.,  the 
increase     in    ordinary    expenditure    not    to     exceed 
17,000,000  lire,  and  the  entire  extraordinary  expen- 
diture not  to  exceed  89,000,000  lire. 

In  order  to  understand  the  present  position  of  Italian  Recent  higtorj 
finance,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  years  of  plenty,  o^  i**!^*^ 
1880-81.82,  showing  surpluses  respectively  of  23,000,000,  ^"*'''^- 
54,000,000,  and  23,000,000  lire. 

Towards  the  close  of  1880  the  abolition  of  the  grist  ExpendUow 
tax  was  decreed.     About  the  same  time  Parliament  on^biic 
urged  the  construction  of  the  roads,  ports,  lighthouses,  ^^^ 
bridges,  &c.,  which   had    been   provided   for  in  the 
Railway  Act  of    1879,  and    called    attention  to  the 
necessify  of   providing  more  fully  for   the    national 
defences  both  by  land  and  sea. 

The  Government  accordingly  prepared  a  plan  by 
which  all  the  necessary  public  works  and  measures  of 
defence  shoxQd  be  executed  within  twenty  years  without 
exoe^ing  the  limits  of  the  regular  Budgets.     This 
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period  of  twenty  years,  however,  appeared  too  long  for 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  accordingly  authorized 
the  Pinance  Minister  to  issue  bonds  in  anticipation  of 
the  sale  of  ecclesiastical  properties  to  such  amount 
as  might  be  required  to  cover  the  deficit  in  any  year 
caused  by  the  above  public  works.  The  Finance 
Minister's  calculations  of  the  probable  outlay  necessary^ 
for  the  completion  within  ten  years  of  the  above  works,, 
public  and  military,  including  vessels  of  war  and 
fortresses,  having  been  approved,  he  was  authorized,, 
when  necessary,  to  issue  ecclesiastical  bonds,  not  to 
exceed  the  amount  of  133,000,000  lire  (5,320,000i.),  on 
the  understanding  that  the  bonds  were  to  be  applied 
solely  to  cover  the  expenses  of  these  public  works,  and 
only  in  case  of  the  insuflBiciency  of  the  regular  revenues.^ 

During  the  financial  years  1881-82-83,  and  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1884,  the  Minister  was  able  to 
defray  the  extra  expenses  of  these  public  works  out  of 
ordinary  revenue,  in  spite  of  the  extra  20,000,000  to 
25,000,000  lire  necessitated  by  the  inundations  and 
earthquakes  of  1883-84. 

Sut  as  the  heaviest  charges  on  account  of  these 
public  works  had  been  allotted  to  the  years  July  1884  to- 
July  1886  (about  60,000,000  lire  for  each  year),  and 
as  this  period  has  been  one  of  unforeseen  expenses, 
owing  to  cholera,  African  expedition,  &c.,  the  Minister 
found  himself  obliged  to  announce  the  probable  issue  of 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  45,000,000  lire  for  the  current 
year.  After  July  1886  these  extraordinary  expenses  for 
public  works  will  diminish  to  20,000,000  and  15,000,00a 
lire  annually,  and  the  Minister  expresses  a  hope  of 
meeting  these  charges  out  of  the  ordinary  Budget,  and 
to  restore  the  financial  equilibrium  during  the  year 
1888-89.  , 

The  estimates  for  1884-86  showed  that  whilst  the 
resources  of  the  ordinary  Budget  would  contribute 
8,000,000  lire  towards  the  extinction  of  the  redeemable 
debt,  the  extraordinary  expenses  voted  by  the  Laws  of 
1881-82  would  necessitate  the  creation  of  new  debt  to 
about  34,000,000  lire.  Eventually,  however,  the  defini- 
tive Budget  showed,  as  will  be  hereafter  explained,  a. 
small  surplus. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  estimates  for  1885-86  showed 
a  deficit  of  over  60,000,000  lire,  to  which  must  be  added « 
the  new  shipping  bounties  and  other  charges,  making  & 
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total  deficit  of  over  60,000,000  lire,  or  about  2,500,000/.  ««f.«« 
Of  this  sum  about  40,000,000  lire  is  for  the  extra-  '^^''^ 
ordinary  public  works,  whilst  the  remaining  20,000,000 
lire  of  deficit  are  the  consequence  of  the  sucmen  increase 
to  a  similar  amount  of  customs  duties  in  the  preceding 
yewl 

But  this  deficit  of  20.000,000  lire  will  be  reduced  by 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,  when  the  definitiye 
Budget  must  be  announced.  The  Budgets  for  IS&l, 
1882,  and  1883  showed  an  average  increased  revenue 
oyer  estimates  of  21,400,000  lire,  so  that  a  like  excess 
may  be  reckoned  for  for  the  current  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  expenses  we  must  take  into  Beminion  or 
consideration  the  influence  on  the  Budget  of  the  taxes  J^^^^^ 
recently  remitted,  amounting  altogether  to  50,000,000  somuuonsoft 
lire,  of  which  28,500,000  lire  are  on  land,  and  80,500,000  ^^  ^  ■•^*- 
lire  on  salt. 

The  Einance  Minister,  however,  maintained  that  his 
futnie  Budgets  will  support  these  remissions  of  taxation 
without  disturbing  the  financial  equilibrium,  and  he 
stated  the  situation  during  the  transition  period  of  four 
years  to  be  as  follows  :—  Rnmciai 

For  the  year  1885-86  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  have  i^"" 
recourse  to  the  extraordinary  resources  voted  by  Parlia-  tmnBiudn 
ment  in  1881.82.  C^jLtor 

For  1886-87  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  issue  bonds  1885-86. 
in  order  to  cover  the  15,000,000  lire  of  ultra  extra-  For  1886-87. 
ordinary  expenses,  and  also  the  deficit  in  the  ^^  movement 
of  capital  '*  for  the  extinction  of  debt. 

For  1887-88  the  revenues  will  cover  not  only  the  For  1887-88. 
deficit  in  the  "  movement  of  capital,''  but  also  for  more 
than  3,000,000  lire,  the  amount  of  the  ultra  extra- 
ordinary expenses  reckoned  at  12,000,000  lire. 

For  1888-89  the  excess  from  the  ordinary  revenues  ^©^  188889. 
will  cover  all  expenses,  leaving  a  surplus  of  more  than 
3,000,000  lire. 

After  the  above  transition  period  the  Minister  fore- 
tells a  succession  of  prosperous  Budgets  subject  to  the 
conditions  previously  mentioned. 

To  reaUze  this  prosperous  condition  the  Finance  Finance 
Minister  counts  upon  his  ability  to  settle  the  questions  ^opww  to 
of  the  pensions  and  military  funds,  and  also  to  establish  ■etOcT^ 
a  sinking  fund  for  the  Consolidated  Debt,  into  which  he  ^S^JSTiid 
apparently  proposes  to  absorb  the  Redeemable  Debt.        mmtMyftmd*. 
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On  this  point  the  Minister  stated  that  "  by  devoting 
to  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  whole  of  the  Perpetual 
Debt  a  portion  of  the  funds  now  inscribed  in  the  Sudget 
for  the  reimbursement  of  Redeemable  Debt,  a  consider- 
able sum  would  be  obtained  lor  tiie  aaoaortization  of 
consols  with  great  benefit  to  the  State,  which  now 
derives  no  benefit  from  the  irregular  and  unequal  re- 
payment of  redeemable  loans  which  do  not  affeot  the 
market,  and  of  which  the  extinction  is  confused  with, 
the  ordinary  and  accidental  operations  of  the  Treasury, 
and  cannot  exercise  any  direct  action  upon  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  State/' 

As  regards  the  conversion  of  the  Bedeemable  Debt, 
the  Finance  Ministw  observed  that  this  should  be  under- 
taken "  not  with  the  view  of  balancing  the  Budget,  but 
of  raising  the  credit  of  the  State ;  not  with  the  object 
of  postponing  indefinitely  the  reduction  of  the  Public 
Debt,  but  of  providing  for  its  gradual  extinction  by  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  and  indq)endent  institu- 
tion/* 

Respecting  these  proposals  it  would  be  prema4)ure 
to  venture  an  opinion.  The  idea  of  ttfce  Minister  would 
appear  to  be  to  convert  the  nature,  not  the  interest,  of 
the  debt  by  absorbing  the  Bedeemable  into  the  Per- 
petual Debt,  and  by  providing  a  sinking  fund  or  other 
machinery  for  the  reduction  of  the  Consolidated  Debt. 

But  the  statements  of  the  Pinance  Minister  cannot 
be  followed  with  advantage  without  the  figures  of  his 
Budgets  giving  the  items  of  the  heading  of  so-caUed 
effective  revenues  and  expenditure,  which  includes 
expenses  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  but  whi<^ 
excludes  the  various  important  outlays  recorded  under 
the  headings  of  "  Movimento  Capitale,"  •*  Partite  di 
Giro,"  and  *'  Costruzioni  Ferrovie,"  referring  to  issue  of 
"Eente,"  Government  pensions,  railway  expenditure,  &c., 
and  which  can  be  stated  in  a  general  Budget  summary. 

The  financial  year  in  Italy  is  from  1st  July  to  30th 
June.  •  This  system  was  adopted  on  1st  July,  1884i,  so 
that  there  was  an  Extraordinary  Budget  for  the  fijret  six 
months  of  that  year.  The  three  Budgets  laid  before  the 
Chamber  since  the  above  date  are : — 

1.  Estimates  for  financial  year  1884-85. 

2.  Definite  Budget  for  1884-85. 

3.  Estimaltes  for  1885-86. 
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The  estimates  for  1886-86  were  as  usual  submitted 
to  the  Chamber  as  "  bilancio  preventivo,**  and  discussed 
as  "bilancio  di  assestamento/*  or  revised  estimates  in 
March  last.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  a  serious 
attack  was  made  on  the  financial  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which,  although  defeated  by  a  narrow  majority, 
led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Chamber. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  figures  of  the  so-called 
real  expenses  and  revenues,  together  with  a  general 
summary  of  the  three  Budgets. : — 

CoMPAKATTVE  Table  of  Revenue  for  1884-85  and 
1885-86. 


Real  (''Eflfettivi")  Revenues, 
Ordiaary  and  Extraordinary. 

1884*85. 

1885-86. 

Estimates.  |    Definite. 

Estimates. 

Crown  lands    . . 

Land  tax 

Tax  on  buildings 

lucome  tax 

Stamps,  succession  duty   . 

Railway  passenger  tax   •  • 

Consular  fees  • .              .  •              .  • 

Spirits,  sugar  . . 

Customs 

Octroi 

Tobacco 

Salt  . . 

Lotto 

Post  Office       .• 

Telegraphs       ..             •• 

Railways         •»             ••              •• 

Other 

Miscellaneous  •  • 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

24,304 

125,644 

64,600 

199,737 

164,300 

17,250 

1,000 

20,975 

183,500 

79,879 

170,100 

83,800 

72,503 

39,500 

10,729 

57,118 

16,187 

38,875 

Thoui«ands 

of  Lire. 

25,051 

125,472 

65,250 

201,524 

169,615 

15,354 

757 

24.700 

212,100 

78,932 

172,913 

86,187 

77,349 

38,111 

11.874 

47,233 

17,297 

43,728 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

19,122 

120,894 

66,200 

205,586 

164,997 

17,250 

835 

26,100 

180,300 

79,879 

180,770 

73,000 

72,504 

41,200 

11,628 

57,000 

16,680 

38,025 

Total    •• 

1,370,001 

1,413,447 

1,371,970 

[408] 
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1884-85. 

1885-86. 

Kevenues. 

Estimates. 

Definite. 

Estimates. 

Ordinary  and  extraordinary          •  • 
Movement  of  capital      •  • 
Kailway  construction      . . 
**  Partite  di  giro  '*  (double  entries) . 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

1,370,001 

127,184 

73,345 

93,835 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

1,413,447 

130,116 

72,773 

93,407 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

1,371,970 

69,690 

169,653 

92,825 

Total    •»             ••             •• 

1,664,365 

1,709,743 

1,704,138 

OoMPAEATiVE  Table  of  Expenditure  for  1884-85  and 

1885-86. 


Real  ("EffcUivi")  Expenses, 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

Ordinary  and  Extruoniinary. 

Estimates. 

Definite. 

Estimates. 

Thousands 

Thousands 

lliousands 

of  Lire. 

of  Lire. 

of  Lire. 

Treasury  Department     .  • 

622,155 

620,505 

635,734 

Finance 

177,218 

182,871 

181,446 

Justice 

83,716 

33,600 

33,755 

Foreign  Affairs 

7,310 

7,510 

7,536 

Education 

32,620 

32,544 

33,79* 

Home 

66,791 

66,438 

64,796 

Public  Works . . 

118,905 

120,035 

130,746 

Army               •  •             , 

254,503 

255,036 

252,160 

Nary 

76,191 

77,550 

80,611 

Commerce  and  Agriculture 

13,663 

13,600 

14,041 

Total  expenditure 

1,403,072 

1,409,689 

1,434,620 

Total  revenue 

1,370,001 

1,413,447 

1,371,970 

Revenue  compared  with  ex- 

penses 

-  33,071 

+  3,758 

-  62,650 

Digitized  by 


Google 


ITALT, 

General  Sttmmaby. 


65 


Expenditure. 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

Estimates. 

Definite, 

Estimates. 

Ordinary  and  extraordinary          . . 

Morement  of  capital 

Railway  construction      • . 

^*  Partite  di  giro  *'  (double  entries)  . 

Thousands 
of  Lire. 

1,403,072 
98,859 
73,345 
93,835 

Thousands 
of  Lire. 

1,409,689 
98,539 
72,773 
93,407 

Thousands 

of  Lire. 

1,434,620 

31,135 

169,653 

92,825 

Total    .. 
Revenues 

1,669,111 
1,664,365 

1,674,408 
1,709,743 

1,728,233 
1,704,138 

Revenues  compared  with  ex- 
penses 

-  4,746 

+  35,335 

-  24,095 

Turning  to  the  Comparative  Tables  of  Eeal  Revenue 
and  Expenditure,  we  perceive  that  there  was  an  antici- 
pated deficit  of  33,000,000  lire  for  1884-85,  which  was 
changed  in  the  definite  Sudget  into  a  small  surplus  of 
3,000,000  lire  owing  to  a  considerable  increase  of 
43,000,000  lire  in  revenue  and  of  a  small  increase  in 
expenditure. 

This  increase  in  receipts  was  mainly  in  customs 
duties,  of  which  8,000,000  lire  were  due  to  increased 
consumption  and  20,000,000  lire  to  extraordinary  im- 
ports in  anticipation  of  threatened  higher  duties  on 
colonial  products. 

Again,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  estimates  of 
real  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1885-86  show  a  deficit 
of  62,000,000  lire. 

This  announced  deficit  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
discussion  in  the  Chamber  and  the  cause  of  a  serious 
attack  upon  the  Government,  but  the  Finance  Minister 
stated  that  a  deficit  for  1885-86  was  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  heavy  expenditure  on  account  of  public 
works  and  national  defences,  which  reached  its  extreme 
limits  in  1885-86 ;  and  that  revenue  was  further  reduced 
by  the  considerable  remissions  of  taxation  on  land  and 
salt,  which  had  been  conceded  in  deference  to  the 
pj^essing  appeals  of  various  groups  in  the  Chamber. 

The  effect  of  these  remissions  will  be  observed  in 
the  above  Tables.  The  remission  of  the  land  tax  will 
[408]  H  2 
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definitively  amount  to  28,000,000  lire  (three-tenths  of 
yeariy  yield  of  land  tax),  but  it  will  be  introduced  by 
degrees  so  as  to  affect  the  Budget  of  1885-86  by  only 
4,500,000  lire,  that  of  1886-87  by  19,000,000  lire,  and 
that  of  1887-88  by  28,000,000  lire. 

The  diminution  in  receipts  from  salt,  which  took 
effect  from  the  1st  January  last,  should  have  been 
calculated  at  15,000,000  lire  fcr  the  six  months  ending 
the  30th  June,  but  allowing  for  increased  consumption, 
the  diminution  of  the  revenue  was  calculated  at 
13,000,000  lire. 

In  order  to  re-establish  the  Budget  equilibrium, 
disturbed  by  the  new  so-called  "  transformation  of  ta:!^- 
tion,"  the  Finance  Minister  proposed  an  increase  in  the 
duties  on  tobacco,  alcohol,  coffee,  sugar,  petroleum,  and 
stamps.  To  these  enhanced  duties,  excepting  to  that 
on  stamps,  the  Chamber  gave  an  immediate  but  provi- 
sional approval,  which  will,  however,  doubtless,  be 
definitely  confirmed. 

But  allowing  for  the  more  or  less  complete  realiza- 
tion of  the  Finance  Minister's  calculation  of  increased 
revenue  from  the  above  new  taxes,  and  also  for  the 
certain  increase  of  customs  receipts  by  more  than 
20,000,000  lire  over  the  estimates,  the  question  arises 
how  the  estimated  deficit  of  62,000,000  lii-e  could 
be  reduced  in  the  Finance  Minister's  statement  to 
24,000,000  lire,  and  according  to  others,  to  zero. 

The  explanation  of  this  reduction  of  deficit  is  to  be^ 
found  imder  the  Budget  beading  of  ''Movement  of 
Capital,"  where  the  receipts  represent  the  sums  reached 
by  the  sale  of  State  Domains  or  of  "  Rente,"  whilst  the 
expenditure  represents  the  redemption  of  Government* 
obligations. 

The  "Movement  of  Capital"  in  1S84-85  was— 


llcsults  of  sales    . . 
Payments 

DiflPcrerce 


Lire. 

130,116,000 

98,539,000 

31,576,000 


Tliis  difference,  added  to  the  small  surplus  of  the* 
(real)  Budget  of  1884-86,  gave  an  apparent  surplus  of 
35,000,000  lire. 
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For  the  current  year  1885-86  the  figures  of  the  inisesse. 
^^ Movement  of  Capital'*  will  be — 

Lire. 
Results  of  sales       • .  . .  .  •     69,000,000 

PaymenU  ..  .•  -.     81,000,000 

By  deducting  the  difference  of  38,000,000  lire  from  Deficit 
the   estimated  deficit  of  64,000,000  lire  we  arrive  at  ^"^ij,. 
^,000,000  lire,    and    by    admitting    the    increase  of  ^d  JSobaWy^ 
€ustoms  receipts  over  estimates  by  the  amount  likely  toxero. 
to  be  realized,  the  deficit  will  entirely  disappear,  but  at 
the  price  of  a  considerable  increase  to  the  Public  Debt, 
tts  shown  in  the  Comparative  Tables  under  "  Treasury 
Expenditure.** 

Turning  to  the  next  heading  in  the  General  Budget  B*iiway  con- 
Summary,   entitled   "  Kailway  Constructions,'*   expen-  J^u^Jni 
diture  and  receipts  are  made  exactly  to  balance,  the  i^biiiiies 
explanation  of  which  is  that  the  expenditure  represents  iJuSw. 
the  amount  of  "Rente**    issued   by  Government  on 
account  of  railways,  which  amount  is  supposed  to  be  ^^*«»***»<>"^ 
exactly  balanced  by  the  value  of  the  constructed  rail- 
ways.     Thus,  in   the    Budget   for  1884-86  the    sum 
balanced  for  railway  construction  is   72,000,000  lire, 
and  for  1885-86  the  sum  is  estimated  at  169,000,000 
lire. 

This  annual  charge,  which  has  heavily  burdened  the 
Treasury,  will  now  £minish,  owing  to  the  transfer  to 
private  Companies  of  the  railway  system.  It  must  also 
be  admitted  that  this  outlay  was  justified  by  the  railway 
requirements  of  the  country. 

The  next,  and  last,  heading  of  the  General  Budget  "  Partiie  di 
Summary,  called  "  Partite  di  Giro,'*  includes  the  large  fi^^i'^j^^"^'® 
amount  of  70,000,000  lire  for  civil  and  military  pen-  ^^ 
sions. 

This  headinET  of  "  Partite  di  Giro,**  which  may  be  aiwejb 
termed  •*  Double  Entries,**  likewise  always  balances  fiance, 
itself.  Whenever  the  Government  expends  with  one 
hand  what  it  receives  in  the  other,  the  operation  is 
recorded  in  the  "  Partite  di  Giro.**  For  instance,  the 
State  domains  or  buildings  are  subject  to  land  tax,  and 
each  Civil  and  Military  Department  using  such  buildings 
pavs  the  tax  and  records  the  outlay  in  its  "  Operazioni 
diGiro.** 

As  regards  the  presence  under  this  heading  of  sums  p^^^g  f^^^ 
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disbursed  for  pensions,  it  appears  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment resolved  to  abolish  the  forced  paper-currency  it 
became  necessary  to  charge  the  Budget  with  35.000,000 
lire  annually  representing  the  capital  of  650,000,000^ 
lire  required  for  the  payment,  in  metallic  currency,  of 
two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  Government  and  bank  bills 
in  circulation ;  the  remaining  one-third  still  circulates 
in  notes  of  5  and  10  lire. 

As  the  annual  charge  of  35,000,000  lire  would  have 
disturbed  the  Budgets,  the  Government  decided  to 
relieve  the  Budget  of  a  portion  of  the  annual  charge  for 
Pensions,  and  accordingly  requested  the  *'  Cassa  for 
Deposits  and  Loans  '*  (a  State  institution  for  moneys 
under  litigation)  to  assist  the  Government. 

The  *^  Cassa  '*  accordingly,  in  consideration  of  a  lump 
sum  of  5  per  cent,  *'  Rente,'*  and  of  a  yearly  subsidy  of 
18,000,000  lire,  undertook  to  pay  all  charges  connected 
with  Pensions. 

Under  this  arrangement  the  Grovemment  receives 
from  the  '*  Cassa,"  and  pays  to  the  State  pensioners  the 
annual  amount  required,  so  that  payments  on  account 
of  Pensions  are  charged  to  "  Partite  di  Giro.'* 

During  the  late  debate  the  question  was  raised 
whether  the  capital  allotted  to  the  *'  Cassa  of  Deposits," 
together  with  the  annual  subsidy,  really  suflGlced  for  the 
payment  of  pensions.  The  question  is  complicated  by 
life-averages,  &c.,  and  still  remains  unanswered;  but 
there  is  a  general  belief  that  the  Government  will  be 
obliged  to  increase  the  annual  subsidy  to  the  "  Cassa  " 
by  several  millions,  or  to  reimburse  the  losses  occasioned 
by  erroneous  calculations. 

The  *'  Cassa  Militare  "  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
above  question.  This  •'Cassa"  is  charged  with  the 
payment  of  pensions  and  of  bounties  on  re-enlistment  to 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  by 
means  of  the  revenues  derived  from  the  funds  of  the 
*'  Cassa,"  and  from  a  yearly  Government  subsidy  charged 
to  the  budget  of  the  War  Department. 

As  the  financial  state  of  this  *'  Cassa  "  is  notoriously 
bad,  the  Finance  Minister  proposed  to  raise  from 
3,000,000  to  6,000,000  lire  the  Gov^ernment  subsidy,  but 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  this  increase  will  suffice  for 
the  restoration  of  the  financial  position  of  the  **  Cassa.'^ 

We  must  also  remember  that  the  figures  of  the 
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Budget  nerer  really  oorrespond  with  the  actual  Treasury 
receipts  or  expenditure  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the 
actual  receipts  there  are  included  sums  still  due  as  well 
as  sums  encashed  during  the  financial  year,  but  which 
belong  to  a  former  Budget.  Again,  in  the  expenditure 
are  included  expenses  incurred,  but  not  paid,  and  also 
money  paid  for  expenses  belonging  to  former  Budgets. 

Such  items  as  the  above  come  imder  the  heading 
*'of  Residui  Attivi  e  Passivi."*    These  residues  were 
recently  the  subject  of  much  discussion  in  the  Chamber, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  item  entitled  **The  include  tho 
Millions  of  the  Bailways.*'  »nw»y 

Amongst  the  credits  of  the  Government  recorded  as  °^**"'^ 
derived  from  previous  Budgets  there  exists,  as  was 
announced  by  the  Finance  Minister  last  January,  the 
sum  of  52,000,000  lire  overdue  by  the  railways.  This 
sum,  recorded  in  the  Budget  as  paid  to  the  Treasury, 
but,  in  reality,  not  paid,  was  allotted  to  the  *'  K/Csidui 
Attivi,*'  to  be  encashed  next  year  by  the  Treasury. 
But  it  is  known  that  this  sum  has  been  already  expended 
in  railway  construction,  and  that  it  will  be  balanced  by 
further  issue  of  ^  Rente/' 

The  foregoing  general  criticism  of  the  chief  features 
of  the  Budget  has  been  derived  chiefly  from  a  perusal 
of  the  recent  important  financial  discussions  in  the 
Chamber.  The  weak  point  of  a  generally-speaking 
flourishing  situation  is  the  system  of  constant  fresh  issue 
of  Gtovemment  obligations,  t.c,  of  incurring  fresh  debts 
in  order  to  pay  off  old  ones. 

But  allowing  that  the  State  finances  are  healthy  and  Provinces  and 
promising,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  finances  of  ^™blIlS2»d 
the  provinces  and  communes  whose   Budgets  are  so  byfinmoui 
overburdened  by  State-imposed  charges,  that  an  investi-  ^^*^^*- 
gation  of  these  provincial  Budgets  would  be  necessary 
in  order  to  form  a  conclusive  opinion  upon  the  general 
financial  condition  of  the  Kingdom  of  Italy. 

Already  the  State  has  b^n  obliged  to  assist  the 
Municipalities  of  BK)me,  Florence,  and  Naples,  and 
before  long  a  question  must  arise — ^as  was  intimated  in 
a  recent  speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition — as  to 
the  necessity  of  reforming  the  system  adopted  some 
years  ago,  of  relieving  the  State  Budget  by  imposing 
"  obligatory  expenses  "  on  the  provinces  and  communes. 

The  Prime  Minister,  in  a  speech  delivered  a  few  days  Remarkable 

.   increase  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70 


ITALY. 


•ourcesof 
rtyemie  dnce 
ten  jwn. 


Financial 
policy 

approTed  by 
coontiy. 


ago,   gave    some    comparative    statistics    showing  the 
remarkable  increase  in  various  sources  of  revenue. 

Tbuft  revenues  from  taxes,  dues,  post  and  telegraphs  were — 

In  1876 
1882 
Estimates  for  1886-87 

From  customs— 
In  1876 
1882 
Kbtimalesfor  1886-87 

From  taxes  on  business — 
In  1880 
1882 
Estimates  for  1886-87 

From  tobacco — 
In  1876 
1882 
Estimates  for  1886-87 

From  tax  on  buildings — 
In  i876 
1882 
Estimates  for  1886-87 

The  Prime  Minister  further  alluded  to  the  Govern- 
ment funds,  quoted  at  72  in  1876,  at  90  in  1882,  and  at 
100  in  May  1886. 

Since  the  delivery  of  the  above  speech  the  funds  for 
the  first  time  since  the  establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Italy  have  been  above  par.  This  result  is  greatly  duo  to 
the  approval  of  the  policy,  both  general  and  financial^ 

he  Government,  as  recorded  by  the  result  of  the 
recent  general  election. 

The  country  has  approved  the  financial  policy,  past 
and  future,  of  M.  Magliari,  who  has  successfully 
grappled  with  long-pending  complicated  questions,  such 
as  the  Railway  Conventions,  abolition  of  forced  paper- 
currency,  &c.,  and  who  further  promises  to  solve  the 
problems  of  the  pensions,  military,  and  sinking  funds. 
(Signed)  J.  G.  KENNEDY. 

RoTnCy  June  4,  1886. 


953  millions  of  lire. 
1,087 
1,184 

100 
158 
232 

135 
154 
168 

85 
108 
144 

3 
12 
33 
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No.  3. 


Spain. 


Sir  Clare  Ford  to  the  Earl  of  Rosehery. 

My  Lord,  Madnd,  May  21,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lord- 
ship copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by 
Mr.  Gosling,  Secretary  of  Her  Majesty^s  Legation  here, 
in  which  he  incloses  a  General  Report  on  Spain,  which 
be  has  just  drawn  up. 

Mr.  Gx)sling,  since  his  arrival  a  few  months  ago  in 
Madrid,  has  devoted  himself  with  much  industry  and 
zealous  application  to  the  compilation  of  this  Report.  It 
has  been  drawn  up  with  so  much  care  and  so  fully  that 
I  conceive  that  any  observations  of  mine  would  be 
superfluous. 

I  have  Slc 
(Signed)        '    FRANCIS  CLARE  PORD. 


Inclosure  1  in  No.  3. 
Mr.  Gosling  to  Sir  Clare  Ford. 

Sir,  Madrid,  May  21,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclose  my  General  Report 
on  Spain,  which  I  beg  may  be  transmitted  to  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Poreign 
Affairs. 

I  fear  the  commercial  section  is  more  detailed  than 
the  general  character  of  the  Report  warrants,  but  in 
view  of  the  new  commercial  relations  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  may  soon  come  into  force  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  I  thought  it  might  be  of  interest,  and  possibly 
of  use,  to  British  traders  to  be  made  fully  acquainted 
with  Spanish  foreign  commerce  in  all  its  bearings. 

In  my  next  Report  I  shall  endeavour  to  furnish  you 
with    more  detailed    information    respecting    Spanish 
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industries,  which,  happily  for  the  country,  are  making 
steady  progress* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  AUDLEY  GOSLING. 


Inclosure  2  in  No.  3. 

General  Report  on  Spain  by  Mr.  Gosling,  dated 
May  21,  1886. 


Ordeb  op  Subjects. 

1.  Preliminary  Bemarks      ,.            •«             ••             .. 

2 

2.  Finance            ••              ••             •• 

..       4 

3.  Commerce  (imports  and  exports)   . . 

4.  Commerce  (trade  with  Germany)  . . 

..      13 

..     35 

5.  Mining             •  •              . .              •  •              •  • 

..      43 

6.  Eailways           ••             ..             ..             •• 

..      49 

7.  Shipping  Returns            •  •             •  •             « .              •  • 

..      61 

8.  Population,  &c. 

..      68 

9.  Education 

..      65 

Preliminary  Remarks. 

Pboh  the  accession  of  King  Alfonso  XII,  on  whom 
so  many  and  great  national  hopes  were  justly  centred, 
down  to  his  lamented  death,  Spain  was  exposed  to  a 
succession  of  troubles  and  disasters  which  severely  tried 
her  powers  of  endurance,  and  from  which  she  emerged 
with  a  dignity  and  courage  so  characteristic  of  her  brave 
people. 

On  ascending  the  throne  in  187  i  the  young  Monarch 
found  his  kingdom  struggling  in  the  throes  of  civil  war 
at  home  and  insurrection  in  its  principal  Colony.  Owing, 
however,  in  a  great  measure  to  his  indomitable  energy 
and  stoutness  of  heart,  the  Carlists  laid  down  their  arms 
in  1876,  and  the  Cuban  revolt  was  finally  crushed  two 
years  later,  after  costing  the  country  great  sacrifices  in 
blood  and  treasure.  The  suppression  of  the  former  alone 
is  computed  to  have  cost  nearly  6,000,000Z.  during  each 
year  of  its  existence. 

Six  months  after  the  King's  assumption  of  the 
Government,  the  present  Constitution,  drawn  up  by  his 
first  Ministiy  under  Sefior  Cdnovas,  was  submitted  to, 
and  ratified  by,  a  ^'  Cortes  Oonstituyentes  "  appointed  for 
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that  purpose,  according  to  which  the  Monarchy  assumed 
a  Constitutional  character  with  a  responsible  Ministry. 

The  most  noteworthy  measures  of  this  Administra- 
tion were  the  new  Press  Laws,  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt  contracted  by  the  Republican  Government  and 
that  occasioned  by  the  Carlist  war. 

Senor  Salaverria^  the  Minister  of  Finance,  also  drew 
Tip  the  bases  for  the  conversion  of  the  Public  Debt, 
which,  five  years  later,  was  elaborated  and  carried  out 
by  Sefior  Camacho,  now  holding  the  same  portfolio. 

The  pacification  of  Cuba,  and  several  important 
administrative  reforms  in  the  Spanish  Antilles^  and  the 
tobacco  concessions  granted  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
were  among  other  notable  acts  of  this,  the  King's  first 
Administration. 

Early  in  1881  the  Cdnovas  Ministry  fell,  and  was 
succeeded  by  that  oE  Senor  Sagasta  (the  present  Prime 
Minister),  by  whom  the  conversion  of  the  debt  was 
effected ;  Treaties  of  Commerce  with  Prance,  Germany, 
and  other  countries  were  ratified ;  great  reforms  made 
in  the  Judicial  system,  whereby  trial  by  jury  was 
instituted  and  Courts  of  Justice  thrown  open  to  the 
public. 

In  1883  the  military  rising  at  Badajoz  caused  the 
downfall  of  the  Sagasta  Cabinet,  in  whom  public  con- 
fidence was  shaken  by  their  apparent  want  of  decision 
and  energy  in  dealing  with  the  afiFair. 

The  King  summoned  Seiior  Posada  Herrera,  whose 
Liberal  Cabinet  was  short-lived.  The  Administration 
lasted  only  three  months,  but  during  that  brief  period 
Sefior  Ruiz  Gomez,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  AfiFairs, 
arranged  the  bases  of  Commercial  Treaties  with  those 
Powers  which  had  not  contracted  them  with  Spain.  The 
fall  of  the  Herrera  Government,  and  the  accession  to 
power  of  the  Conservative  party  under  Sefior  Cdnovas, 
frustrated  Senor  Gomez's  plans;  for  by  placing  obstacles 
in  the  way,  Sefior  Elduayen,  the  Foreign  Secretary, 
succeeded  in  causing  the  failure  of  the  commercial 
negotiations  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  remark  that 
this  short-sighted  protective  policy  was  condemned  by 
public  opinion  amongst  all  shades  of  politicians,  the 
Catalonians,  perhaps,  excepted. 

Prom  the  end  of  1884  the  country  was  visited  by 
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disastrous  earthquakes  and  a  severe  epidemic  of  cholera, 
which,  according  to  official  statistics,  carried  off  27,000 
of  the  inhabitants. 

These  national  misfortunes  culminated  in  the  death 
of  a  beloved  Sovereign,  and  now,  at  the  moment  of 
writing  (the  17th  May),  a  '*  feu  de  joie  '*  announces  the 
birth  of  his  successor  to  the  throne. 

Finance. 

The  Budget  Estimates  for  the  current  financial  year, 
framed  by  the  late  Pinance  Minister,  Senor  Cosgoyan, 
are  as  follows : — 


llevenue. 

Expenditure. 

Pesetas. 
872,514,380 

£ 
84,900,575 

Pesetas. 
897,146,687 

£ 
35,885,867 

showing,  in  round  numbers,  a  net  deficit  of  1,000,000Z. 

There  is,  however,  reason  to  apprehend  that  this 
deficiency  will  be  greatly  exceeded,  for,  inter  alia,  Senor 
Cosgoyan  credited  the  revenue  with  over  1,000,000/. 
borrowed  from  the  "  Caja  de  Redenciones  "  (a  fund  into 
which  are  paid  moneys  derived  from  the  exemptions 
from  military  service,  at  the  rate  of  60Z.  per  exempted 
conscript),  which  must  eventually  be  repaid  by  the 
State.  Moreover,  his  very  sanguine  expectations  in 
respect  to  a  more  fruitful  collection  of  taxes  have 
proved  illusory,  inasmuch  as  during  the  first  half  of 
1885-86  the  imposts  fell  short  by  about  28,000/.  com- 
pared  with  those  at  the  same  period  of  the  preceding 
year.  In  the  same  manner,  his  Excellency's  statement 
in  the  Cortes  twelve  months  ago,  that  the  estimated 
deficit  for  1884-85  would  probably  not  surpass  260,000/., 
was  very  wide  of  the  mark,  since  it  exceeded  tluree  times 
that  amount,  viz.,  about  900,000/. 

The  present  able  administrator  of  Spanish  finance, 
Senor  Camacho,  is  now  devoting  his  untiring  energies 
to  purge  the  system  of  its  chronic  shortcomings  and 
abuses — a  Herculean,  and  may  be  impossible,  task — of 
whose  immediate  success  he  is  said  to  be  by  no  means 
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sanguine.     Still,  judging  by  practical  results,  an  im- 
provement is  taking  place. 

At  the  close  of  last  year,  when  he  succeeded  Senor  Fiottinff  debt^ 
Cosgoyan,    the    floating    debt*     amounted    to    about 
1,800,000/.,  and  in  the  course  of  one  month  underwent 
a  reduction  of  140,000/. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  Returns  published 
by  the  ofl&cial  Gazette  show  that  on  the  1st  April 
(ultimo)  the  floating  debt  amounted  to  over  3,000,000/., 
having  undergone  an  increase  of  some  200,000/,  during 
March.  The  fluctuation  of  this  debt  is  so  frequent  that  Fluctuations 
its  amount  to-day  gives  no  practical  idea  of  what  it  may  ^^' 
stand  at  in  a  week's  time. 

During  the  present  Session  of  the  Cortes  Senor  Fiicai  reform*. 
Camacho  proposes  to  introduce  several  fiscal  reforms, 
and  to  reorganize  the  existing  loose  system  of  tax 
collection ;  indeed,  in  this  respect  an  improvement  is 
already  noticeable.  It  is  also  expected  that  the  gradual 
sale  of  Crown  lands,  valued  at  60,000,000/.,  will  seriously 
occupy  his  Excellency's  attention. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  spite  of  the  financial,  social, 
and  political  diflficulties  and  dangers  with  which  Spain 
has  been  beset  for  nearly  a  century,  she  has  made, 
and  continues  to  make,  steady  progress.  Her  natural 
resources  are  immense,  and  were  she  to  enjoy  for  a 
single  decade  the  blessings  of  peace  at  home  and  abroad, 
Senor  Camacho 's  noble  efforts  might  be  crowned  with 
signal  success. 

Although  straying  somewhat  from  the  particular  f^panUh 
subject  with  which  I  am  now  dealing,  I  may  mention,  ^^erce. 
in  reference  to  the  progress  cited  above,  that  within  the 
last  forty  years  the  value  of  Spain's  foreign  commerce 
has  risen  from  8  to  66  millions  sterling  per  annum.  The 
Revolution  of  1868  cost  the  country  very  dearly,  but 
it  had — if  I  may  be  allowed  the  truism — a  salutary 
effect  in  sweeping  away  abuses  which  retarded  the 
national  growth,  fettered  the  progress  of  popular  en- 
lightenment, and  kept  Spain  aloof  from  other  European 
States.  Still,  as  compared  with  her  neighbours,  she  is 
out-distanced  in  the  race  of  progress ;  and,  impartially 
considered,  her  best  hopes  in  respect  to  the  near  future 

•  This  debt  should,  properly  speaking,  be  cleared  off  at  the  expira- 
tion of  each  financial  year,  as  it  is  simply  intended  to  meet  immediate 
calls  on  the  Exchequer  before  the  collection  of  the  receipts. 
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Estimates, 
1880-80. 


are  closely  connected  with  the  retention  in  office  of  her 
present  able  advisers. 

The  following  Tatles,  1  and  2,  give  the  Budget 
Estimates  for  the  five  years  ending  1886,  No.  1  referring 
to  the  revenue  and  No.  2  to  the  expenditure. 

(Table  1.)— Spanish  Budget  Estimates,  1880-86. 


Berenae. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-83. 

188J^-84. 

1885-86. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Direct  TmzM „ 

8.979,100 

9,239,160 

10,411.800 

10,898,920 

Indirect  Taxes 

5,668,640 

6,476.360 

^^73.I60 

5,362.040 

Ciutoins 

4,682,480 

4,618,320 

4,962,320 

5,360,000 

Stamp    duties    and     6oTenim«nt 

3    ^ 

monopolies 

8,613.895 

lede 
only 
fort 
year 

8,883,400 

10,051,600 

10,584,480 

Crown  lands,  Royalties,  Sx. ... 

600,882 

524,889 

557,795 

1,804,095 

Treasury  receipta       

941,200 

e 

669,520 

848.400 

1.946,040 

Total      

29,686,147 

31,492,920 

80,411.649 

82,095,075 

84,900,575 

Principal 
sonrceaof 
naUonal 
revenue. 


(Table  2.)— Spanish  Budget  Estimates  for  3880-86. 

Expenditure. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-83. 

1883-84. 

1885-8e. 

General  ObUgations  of  the  Slate. 

£ 

* 

£ 

£ 

£ 

King's  CiTtt  list  and  Boyal  Ap- 

g 

panages        

382,000 

t^ 

892,000 

892.000 

392.000 

Cortes 

74.371 

i 

79.551 

76,751 

79.931 

PubUcDebt     ^ 

11,666,171 

8,920,921 

10.955,887 

10,906.987 

Indemnities  for  ancient  privileges ... 

109,178 

9 

99,224 

98,709 

86,674 

Fensipns 

1,786,377 

1,810,777 

1,918.587 

1.986,872 

Departmental  Expenses, 

5 

Office  of— 

-Si 

President  of  the  ConncU 

43,168 

44,068 

44,068 

44,101 

Foreign  AftiiTs       

126,964 

1 

143,235 

147.054 

18&,68S 

Orsoe  and  Jnstice 

2,074,568 

2,065,026 

2,199,752 

2,287.844 

War    ...       .^       .-       

4,960,585 

s 

5,279.414 

4,984,408 

6.060,944 

Marine         

1,285,882 

OS 

1,445,091 

1.341,068 

1,756.022 

Interior         

1,778.636 

ja 

1,819.727 

1,8*7,005 

1,298,747 

Public  Works         

8.101,218 

3 

3.635,811 

1,807,654 

4,177,983 

Finance        

767,068 

ig 

821,987 

.     814,876 

852,133 

Expenses  of  collecting  taxes,  sale  of 

2 

Grown  Lands,  &«.  ... 

4,568,284 

g 

4,994,915 

6,495,762 

6»748,5»i 

... 

... 

22,406 

Total      

32.669,414 

32,584,598 

31,541,788 

32,072,976 

35,885,869 

These  figures  are  not,  however,  of  any  real  practical 
value ;  they  are  mere  unapproved  Estimates,  since  the 
Public  Accounts  have  not  been  audited  later  than  thq 
year  1870,  nor  have  they  been  passed  by  the  Cortes 
since  1867,  I  have  therefore  given  them  merely  to 
show  approxinmtely  the  income  and  expenditure  of  ih« 
country. 

As  regards  the  former,  the  principal  sources  of 
revenue  are  the  direct  taxes,  levied  on  landed  property, 
trade,  industries,  mines,  &c.,  amounting  in  the  Estimates 
for  1885-86  to  10,393,920/.,  and  the  Excise,  including 
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stamp  duties,  Govemment  monopolies,  &c.,  which  is  set 
down  at  J  0,534,480L  The  other  items  of  revenue  are 
made  up  by  the  Indirwt  Taxes,  5,362,040Z. ;  Customs, 
5,360,000/.;  the  income  derivable  from  Crown  lands, 
royalties,  &c.,  1,304,095/.;  and,  lastly,  the  Treasury 
receipts,  1,946,040/. ;  making  a  total  of  34,900,575/, 

The  expenditure,  of  which  the  heaviest  items  are —  Kfttionai 
the  Public  Debt,  10,966,937/.;  pensions,  1,986,872/.;  wpe'^^Ji*'^- 
and  the  Departmental  expenses,  which  reach  the  high 
figure  of  22,374,455/.  The  other  items  are — the  King's 
Civil  List,  392,000/. ;  Cortes,  79,931/. ;  and  indemnities 
for  ancient  privileges  abolished,  86,674/* ;  or  a  total  of 
35,885,869/.,  leaving  a  deficit,  985,294/. 

The  chronic  state  of  deficit  which  has  obtained  in 
Spain  for  the  last  half-century  has  been  met  from  time 
to  time  by  new  taxes,  foreign  loans,  the  sale  of  Church 
properties,  &c.,  the  result  of  which  has  been  a  National  NatioiudDebt. 
Debt  quite  out  of  proportion  to  the  resources  of  the 
country.  This  debt  is  put  down  at  512,000,000/.,  or 
nearly  that  of  Great  Britain  at  the  Peace  of  Amiens. 
It  is  divided  into  two  chapters :  first,  the  State  Debt ;  and 
secondly,  the  Treasury  Debt.  The  total  charges  on  the 
debt  in  1885-86  were  10,966,634/.,  or  a  trifle  less  than 
the  figure  given  in  the  Budget.  The  following  Table 
shows  exactly  what  those  chafes  were : — 
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(Table  3.)— Finance  :  Tlie  Public  Debt  of  Spain. 

Part  1. — ^Thb  Statb  Debt. 


ConsoUdaied  Debt. 

£ 

£ 

1 

2- 

I. 

11. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

Interest  on  the  Conftolidated  5  per  Cent. 

Debt  to  the  United  States  . « 
Consolidated  Debt,  4  per  Cent.,  External 
„              „            „          Internal 
Non-transferable  Scrip  in  favour  of  Civil 

Corporations 
Non-transferable    Scrip    in    fiivour   of 

Religious  Societies.  &c.     .  • 
Non-transferable      Compensations    to 

£ocle8iastical  Denominations 

Amortixation  of  residues  of  Consoli- 
dated Debt 

3,153,841 
3,113,884 

496,926 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6,764,651 
2,000 

3 

•  • 

• 

Redeemable  Debt, 

4- 

I. 

XL 

I. 

II. 

1. 
II. 

I. 
II. 

Annuities  for  payment  of  interest  and 
for  partial  redemption  of  the  4  per 
Cent.  Debt 

Commission  of  li  per  cent,  to  the  Bank 
of    Spain    for    paying    interest    and 
amortization  of  4  per  Cent.  Redeem- 
able Debt 

Interest  on  the  2  per  Cent.  Redeemable 

Eitomal  Debt    ., 
Amortization  of  the  above     . . 

Interest  on  Public  Works  Shares 
Amortization  of  the  above     .  • 

Interest  on  Highway-Uoads  Shares 
Amortization  of  the  above     •  • 

Amortization  of  the  debt  for  salaries  in 
arrears,  &c.         • . 

Total      ..             •• 

.%472,688 
43«408 

3,516,09ft 

272,321 

5,017 

6,992 
^6,857 

.: 

57,881 
214,440 

«{ 

1,252 
3,765 

'{ 

910 
6,082 

8 

10,593,634 

Part  2. — Treasury  Debt. 


Redeemable  Debt. 

£ 

9 

Rothschild   Loan  (made  in  1871,  and 
reduced  from   2,720,000/.    by  half- 
yearly   redemptions,    redeemable    in 
thirty  years  ;    interest   and  sinking 
fund  guaranteed   by  the  quicksilver 

mines  of  Almadcm)             • .             • . 

,. 

150,000 

10 

Fould  Loan,  interest  on 

•  • 

103,000 

11 

Expenses  of  the  floating  debt 
Total     ., 

•  • 

•  • 

120,000 

373,000 

Rkcapitulatiok. 


Part  1.— State  Debt     .. 
Part  2.— Treasury  Debt 

Totid 


£ 
10,593,634 
373,000 

10,966,634 
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A  healthier  tone  of  finance  is  anticipated,  and  this 
will  become  apparent  when  Sefior  Camacho's  elaborate 
scheme  of  financial  reforms  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Cortes.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  notwith- 
standing the  heavy  annual  deficits,  that  Spanish  finance, 
or,  rather,  the  sources  of  revenue,  have  not  been  sta- 
tionary, for  during  the  past  thirty  years  they  have 
nearly  doubled.  Thus  in  the  year  1854  the  income 
was  18,181,398/.,  and  in  1886-86  it  is  put  down  at 
34,900,575Z. 

As  it  may  not  be  without  a  certaiif  interest,  I  append  Bankof  Sptin. 
a  statement  of  the  actual  position  of  the  Bank  of  Spain 
for  the  week  ending  the  8th  May  (instant),  showing 
the  fluctuations  in  prices  compared  with  the  previous 
week. 

(Table  4.) — ^Finance:  Balance-sheet  of  the  Bank  of 
Spain  for  the  Fortnight  ending  May  8, 1886. 

AstBTS. 


May  8tb. 

May  1st 

Difference 
during  Week. 

Tlreasnry — 

x^Mn         ..                 ..                 ••                 .. 

Kbrer  bars            ••             ••             •• 

Bills  doe  to-dftj   •• 
SOver  bars  in  mint  .. 
Cash  at  bnuch  establishments 
„    in  htfid,  proyindai  agents              •• 
„    transit             ..            ..            •• 

Portfolio,  Madrid     .. 

,j        branches  ••            »•            •• 

her  10,  1881) 

In  hand  for  payment  of  interest  on  4  per 
Cent  Perpetoal  Debt  (from  Jan.  1  to 
March  31)            

SnndiiM    ••            ••            ..            .. 

£ 

2,293,239 

220,385 

117,515 

50,570 

2,565,403 

1,300,063 

29,668 

27,797,208 

5,714,336 

414,081 

222,972 
134,240 

£ 

2,208,413 

220,385 

113,949 

50,570 

2,703,233 

1,258,762 

46,088 

27,787,959 

5,694,343 

414,022 

240,737 
307,079 

£ 
+    84,826 

+    "3,566 

-  137,830 
+    41,301 

-  16,425 
-1-          244 
+    19,993 
+           59 

-  17,765 

-  172,839 

Total         ••            ••            •• 

40,859,670 

41,045,540 

-  185,870 

[408] 
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LiABiums. 

MayStli. 

Haylsl, 

Difference 
during  Wflrib 

£ 

£ 

£ 

6,000,000 

6,000,000 
600,000 

n/uctyo     ••            •*            ••            •• 

600,000 

•  • 

Notes  in  drcolation..             ••             ». 

19,956,858 

19,841,101 

+  116,757 

Depofits,  in  BCadrid*. 

944,461 

934,959 

+      9,50ft 

M        in  branches 

733,972 

736,780 

•^      2,808 

Aooonnt  current,  Madrid        •  • 

5,249.311 

5,334,391 

-    85,080 

„            ,,       branches      •• 

4,991,044 

^211, 282 

-  220,24a 

Advances  on  public  securities  .  • 

796,399 

862,211 

-    65,812 

Dividends  •  •             ,  •            « . 

176,693 

185.723 

-      9,030 

Pro^t  and  loss,  Madrid  sad  braiidie§— 

lUaliMd               •• 

465,083 

474<487 

-      9,404 

Unrealized 

82,576 

66,858 

+    15,718 

obligations  of  Bank  and  Treasury 

46,168 

46,168 

•• 

Redemption  and  interest,  4  per  Cent. 

Amortizable  Debt , .             . .             . . 

110,800 

118,187 

-      7,387 

Invoices  of  interest  on  4  per  Cent.  Per- 

petual Debt 

79,824 

93,749 

-    13,935 

Reserve  pf  taxes 

316,944 

160,997 

+  155,947 

Securities  convertible  on  4  per  Cent.  Re- 

deemable Debt      •  • 

269,784 

287,564 

-    17,780 

Public  Treasury,  for  payment  of  interest 

on  4  per  Cent.  Perpetual  Debt 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

PnbUe  Treasury,  for  payment  on  4  per 

Cent    Perpetual    Debt^    April    L    to 

June  30..            .. 

39,773 

91,083 

-    51.310 

Sundries    ..             ..             «. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total          ..             •• 

40,859,670 

41,045,540 

-  185,870 

Trade  with 
Great  Britaiii, 
France,  and 
Gexmany. 


Spanish  Imports  and  Exports. 

During  the  year  1884,  later  than  which  no  GoTem- 
meat  statistics  have  been  published,  the  comn^rcial 
movement  in  Spain,  although  not  as  isictiye  as  might  be 
desired,  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  even  pro- 
gressive, if  the  general  stagnation  of  trade  be  taken  mto 
account. 

France  heads  the  list  of  customers  with  a  combined 
import  and  export  trade  valued  at  17,871,156/.,  followed 
by  England,  including  Gibraltar,  with  13,378,208i.,  and 
Germany  with  3,849,8402. 

The  imports  and  exports  were  as  follows : — 

£ 

Exports  to  France  •  •  •  •  • . 

Imports  from  France  •  •  •  • 

Excess  of  Exports  over  Imports 


10,196,788 
7,675,368 


Exports  to  England 
Imports  from  England 


Excess  of  Exports  over  Imports 


2,520,420 

6,787,156 
6,591,052 

196,104 
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£ 
Imports  from  GemKany  •  •  •  •  •  •       3,547,169 

Exports  to  Germany  •  •  •  •  •  •  803,671 

Excess  of  Imports  over  Exports  •  •       3,244,498 

The  present  Ministry,  under  the  ahle  leadership  of 
Sefior  Sagasta  are^  it  may  be  assumed,  now  in  a  position 
(May  1886)  to  legislate  in  such  a  manner  as  may  enable 
Spain  to  extend  her  trade  and  to  aspire  to  the  position 
in  commercial  Europe  to  which  nature  surely  destined 
her. 

It  is  too  early  in  the  Parliamentary  Session  to  predict 
with  any  certainty  what  steps  may  have  been  matured 
in  this  direction  during  the  recess  by  Sefiores  Eios  and  Chambers  of 
Camacho ;  but  the  publication  of  a  Royal  Decree,  quite  ™"'^®^- 
recently,  which  has  given  much  popular  satisfaction, 
authorizing  the  formation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  at 
Madrid,  Alcoy,  Badajoz,  Burgos,  Cordova,  Gerona, 
Granada,  Jerez,  Jaen,  Lerida,  Sabadell,  Tarrasa,  Murcia, 
Oviedo,  Salamanca,  Reus,  Valladolid,  Santiago,  Zaragoza, 
and  at  all  ports  having  a  Custom-house  of  the  "  first 
class,*'  shows  what  importance  the  Ministry  attaches  to 
the  commercial  development  of  the  country.  The 
Decree  in  question  offers  similar  privileges  to  any  other 
towns  of  importance  which  may  apply  for  them,  and  I 
hear  that  Chambers  of  Commerce  are  to  be  formed  by 
Spain  in  some  of  the  large  business  centres  abroad,  and 
that  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  stimulate  the 
activity  of  Spanish  trade  generally. 

During  the  first  month  of  the  current  year  the  value  vaiu©  of 
of  the  exports  showed  an  increase  of  236,807/.  over  that  f^^^ 
of  the  same  period  in  1885 ;  and  as  the  imports  show  a 
corresponding  activity  an  optimistic  feeling  obtains 
among  traders.  In  order,  however,  to  appreciate  the 
mercantile  movement  of  a  country,  the  result  of  a  single 
month  is  not  sufficient,  and  it  would  be  wise  to  suspend 
judgment  until  the  half-yearly  figures  have  been 
published. 

During  the  period  in  question  there  has  been  a  i^ead  and  iron 
feUing-off  in  the  lead  ore  exports ;  but  the  foreign  ^^' 
demand  for  Spanish  iron  ores  and  the  shipments  of  that 
mineral  more  than  counterbalance  the  decrease  in  the 
export  of  the  former. 

In  the  3rd  class  of  the  Tariff  the  india-rubber  and 
[408]  I  2 
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liquorice  exports  liave  slackened,  whilst  that  of  soap  has 
considerably  increased. 

Textueiiibricf.  It  is  slso  to  be  obscrved,  and  to  this  great  importance 
may  be  attached,  that  the  export  of  textile  fabrics  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  shoTiing  that  this  home  industry 
is  progressing. 

If  on  the  one  hand  the  export  of  common  oils  has 
diminished,  that  of  conmion  wine  to  Erance  shows  an 
increase  in  value  of  348,2102. 

omigo  crop.  The  extraordinary  crop  of  oranges,  too,  will  help  to 

swell  the  export  values.  Prom  the  port  of  Valencia 
alone  over  3,000,000,000  oranges  have  been  shipped  in 
the  course  of  the  season.  This  fruit,  perhaps  the  best 
of  its  kind  in  Europe,  can  now  be  delivered  in  England 
at  9^.  the  box,  leaving  a  fsdr  margin  of  profit  to  the 
producer. 

In  subjoining  the  following  Tables  1,  2,  3,  and  4, 
marked  Commercial,  dealing  with  the  whole  foreign 
trade  of  Spain,  I  must  plead  the  same  excuse  which  I 
have  advanced  in  another  section  of  this  Report  for 
having  gone  into  such  minute  detail,  viz.,  that  as  we 
hope  soon  to  inaugurate  a  fresh  commercial  departure 
with  Spain,  it  may  be  interesting,  if  not  necessary,  that 
British  traders  should  be  made  acquainted  with  Spanish 
commerce  in  all  its  branches. 
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Foreign  tnde.        Table  1,  Commercial,  shows  the  commercial  move- 

^owi^LMt  ™^^*  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain  and  Spain  and 

incwMeof.      France  from  1860  to  1884,  both  years  inclusive,  during 

which  period  both  the  imports  and  exports  have  more 

than  doubled. 

The  trade  with  Great  Britain  has  advanced  from 
6,919,661/.  in  1860,  to  13,273,534Z.  in  1884. 

That  with  France,  from  6,307,090/.  in  1860,  to 
17,871,156/.  in  1884. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  of  Spain,  which  in 
the  year  1860  amounted  to  25,815,168/.,  rose  in  1884  to 
55,953,447/.,  or  considerably  over  double. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  result  is  highly  satis- 
factory ;  and  yet  in  England,  where,  strangely  enough, 
Spain  is  such  a  terra  incognita^  Spanish  progress,  whether 
it  be  commercial  or  financial,  is  discredited. 

In  a  work  recently  published  by  Mr.  George  Higgm, 
a  civil  engineer  well  acquainted  with  the  Peninsula^ 
entitled  ^^  Oonmiercial  and  Industrial  Spain,''  the  author 
writes  as  follows. 

Alluding  to  the  ignorance  existing  in  England  about 
Spain  and  its  people  he  says : — 

"  The  land  that  produced  Cervantes,  Lope  de  Vega, 
and  Calderon  amongst  writers ;  Murillo,  Velazquez,  and 
Bibera  amongst  painters,  not  to  mention  a  host  of  minor 
writers  and  painters  who  would  have  noiade  the  literary 
and  artistic  fortune  of  less  favoured  lands;  the  land  that 
sent  forth  the  warriors  that  discovered  and  conquered 
the  new  world,  that  alone  amongst  the  nations  of  the 
earth  has  been  able  to  compete  with  England  in 
colonization,  this  land  is  the  one  about  which  the 
English  nation  least  concerns  itself  at  the  present  day, 
about  which  it  knows  less,  or,  at  all  events,  about  which 
its  knowledge  is  most  superficial  and  least  reliable.'' 

These  remarks  are,  perhaps,  highly  coloured ;  still,  it 
must  be  allowed  that  much  ignorance  prevails  in 
England  with  respect  to  Spain,  and  I  fear  that  neither 
Mr.  Higgin'-s  excellent  work  nor  the  writers  of  official 
Beports  will  be  able  easily  to  eradicate  the  prejudices 
which  have  so  long  existed  amongst  English  capitalists 
against  Spanish  "  ventures." 

Prom  all  that  I  have  learnt  here  from  foreigners 
engaged  in  business,  I  gather  that  there  is  a  very  large 
field  for  private  enterprise,  and  that  in  many  respects 
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there  are  few  countries  in  which  the  foreigner  is  more 
justly  dealt  with  than  in  Spain. 

As  I  have  already  remarked  in  another  section  of 
this  paper,  my  belief  is  that  a  few  years  of  quiet  and 
good  and  stable  government  would  probably  see  this 
great  country  and  its  gifted  people  advancing  in  a 
manner  anticipated  only  by  those  acquainted  with  the 
vastness  and  elasticity  of  its  resources. 

On  turning  to  Table  2,  Commercial,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  total  imports  and  exports  of  Spain  in  the  period 
1860-84  are  valued  at  1,002,018,570/.,  of  which  Great 
Britain's  quota  was  288,262,347/. ;  and  that  of  France, 
295,160,273/. ;  thus  the  combined  trade  of  those  coun- 
tries with  Spain  amounted  to  nearly  three-fifths  of  her 
whole  foreign  commerce. 

An  examination  of  Table  3,  Commercial,  shows  imports,  isas- 
that  the  last  two  years  of  commercial  depression  have  ^^• 
considerably  affected  the  Spanish  import  trade.  In  1883 
it  was  valued  at  25,761,168/.;  in  1884  at  22,128,173/. ; 
and  in  1885  at  22,323,845/.  Thus,  although  there 
was  a  slight  improvement  last  year  over  the  preceding 
one,  amounting  to  196,672/.,  it  fell  short  of  1883  by 
3,437,313/. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  fluctuations  in  import  values 
in  the  years  1884  and  1885  w^re  not  great.  Those 
showing  any  marked  increase  in  the  latter  as  against 
the  former  year  were:  Glassware,  8,381/.;  indigo, 
S0,000/. ;  soda,  548/.,  or  nearly  double ;  raw  and  prepared 
leathers,  366,688/.;  wheat,  flour,  and  other  cereals, 
214,202/.;  wines,  6,904/. 

There  was  a  f alling-off  in  the  following  imports  as 
compared  with  1884,  viz.,  coal,  53,689/. ;  iron,  131,617/. ; 
raw  cotton,  211,479/.;  manufactured  cotton,  11,036/.; 
raw  hemp,  1,387/.;  manufactured  hemp,  682/.;  raw 
silk,  23,620/.;  manufactured  silk,  13,065/.;  paper  (all 
sorts),  52,842/. ;  sugars,  109,913/. ;  steam-engines  and 
railway-plant,  302,579/.;  alkaloids  and  their  salts, 
10,568/.;  sulphur,  14,736/.;  and  chemical  products, 
8,669/. 

The  accompanying  figures  are  interesting  as  showing  Spanish  wine 
the  immense  leap  made  by  the  Spanish  wine  exports  ^^^^^' 
during  the  last  tmrty  years : — 
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Years. 

Value. 

£ 

1855-59 

15,148,791 

1860-64 

17,011,291 

1865-69 

17,198,485 

1870-74 

80,260,007 

1875-79 

28,865,071 

1880-84 

67,544,005 

T?hns,  during  the  period  1855-84  the  wine  exports  are 

rained  at  176,799,236/.,  and  during  1883-84  they  nearly 

doubled  those  of  the  preceding  five  years,  the  net  average 

being  about  11,500,0()0Z,  per  annum. 

Ezport8,i88d.        Table  4,  Commercial,  gives  the  total  Spanish  export 

^*-  trade  durmg  the  three  years  1883, 1884,  and  1886. 

In  1883  it  is  valued  at  26,833,389/.;  in  1884  at 
22,944,067/. ;  and  in  1886  at  24,281,934/. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  imports,  a  con»derable 
falling-off  (2,551,466/.)  is  observable  in  the  latter  as 
compared  with  the  year  1883,  whilst  the  improvement  in 
1886  over  the  preceding  year  amounted  to  1,337,857/. 

On  comparing  the  year  1884  with  1885  these  figures 
show  that  the  export  of  the  following  items  has  in^eased 
in  the  latter  year  thus :  Coal  and  coke,  1,069/. ;  sulphate 
of  lead,  non-argentiferous,  88,464/.;  copper  ore,  201^521/.; 
oxide  of  potassium,  8,014/.;  cotton,  raw  and  manu* 
factured,  34,165/. ;  swine,  15,504/. ;  leather,  of  all  kinds, 
87,502/.;  sardines,  fish,  fresh  and  salted,  20,987/.; 
almonds,  in  shell  and  shelled,  16,679/. ;  raisins,  267,608/. ; 
saffiron,  29,829/.;  common  oil,  714,217/.;  pres»ves, 
35,888/.;  wine,  ordinary,  720,322/.;  spirits  of  wine, 
16,257/- 

The  articles  of  export  which  have  decreased  in  1885 
as  compared  with  1884  were — 

Sulphate  of  lead,  argentiferous,  299,826/.;  lead, 
8,050/.;  zinc,  5,260/.;  iron  ore,  65,903/.;  iron,  manu-* 
factured,  15,633/.;  flag  stones,  1,207/.;  glazed  tfles, 
699/.;  delft  ware,  1,581/.;  quicksUver,  20,878/.; 
chloride  of  sodium,  72,089/. ;  wool,  all  sorts,  99,763/. ; 
silk,  all  sorts,  22,610/.;  rice,  22,503/.;  flour,  wheat, 
rye,  and  barley,  348,337/. ;  oranges,  12,512/. ;  brandies, 
4,064/. ;  sherries,  337,862 ;  generous  wines,  65,073/. 
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Spanish  Trade  with  Germany. 

One  of  i^e  most  remarkable  features  in  the  commer«  Gemui^^ 
cial  moTement  in  this  coimtry  during  the  last  five  years 
is  the  impetus  given  to  the  German  export  trade  to 
Spain.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures,  it 
has  boimded  from  2,063,752/.  in  1881  to  3,547,169/.  in 
1884,  and  that  in  spite  of  universal  depression  of  trade. 
Were  reliable  statistics  forthcoming,  the  increase  up 
to  date  (May  1886)  would  be  equally  suggestive  of 
the  German  race  for  commercial  supremacy  in  the 
Peninsula. 

Gebman  Exports  to  Spain. 

£ 

1881  .•  ..  ..  ..  2,052,752 

1882  ..  .•  •.  ..  3,309,661 

1883  ••  ..  ..  ..  8,466,603 

1884  ..  •.  ..  •.  3,647,169 

Spaiosh  Exports  to  Germany. 

£ 

1881     348,717 

1882  ..      ..      .•      ..    283,865 

1883  ..      ..      ..      ..    403,947 

1884  ..      ..      ..      ..    802,634 

Spanish  economists  are  alarmed  at  the  abnormal  Bxc«sBive 
distproportion  between  the  imports  and    exports,  the  ^^£S!!"^*^ 
latter  falling  short  of  the  former  by  over  nine-tenths. 

In  1865  the  whole  export  and  import  trade  with 
Prussia  and  the  German  States  amounted  to  only 
147,068/.,  so  that  in  twenty  years  it  has  actually  in- 
creased  over  twenty-six  fold. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  growing  anti-German  feeling  in 
Spain  in  respect  to  that  country's  too  successful  com- 
mercial competition  in  the  Peninsula.  Complaints  are 
frequently  made  against  the  •*  Brummagem  *'  and 
"  shoddy  -'  quality  of  goods  supjdied  by  Germany,  and 
this  holds  good  especially  as  regards  drugs  and  pharma- 
ceutical products  in  general,  of  which  44,927/.  worth 
were  exported  to  Spain  in  1884. 

The  German  commercial  traveller  is  indefatigable  CommercUdj 
throughout  the  Peninsula,  and  being  weU  backed  and  *"^®^^^ 
supported,    makes    considerable  headway  against    his 
English  and  Prench  livals. 
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trayellers. 


I  have  been  assured  that  a  practice  obtains  here, 
which,  if  true,  is  highly  reprehensible. 

A  enters  a  shop  and  asks  for  English  goods,  let  them 
be  haberdashery,  perfumery,  or  what  not;  the  shop 
assistant  produces  articles  which  A  perceives  are  not  of 
British  manufacture,  and,  on  saying  so,  the  assistant 
points  to  the  trade  label  written  in  English.  A  case  of 
this  kind  occurred  recently  to  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
.  protested  that  the  goods  were  palpably  of  German  make. 
The  shopkeeper  admitted  that  this  was  so,  adding  that 
the  deception  was  practised  to  insure  a  ready  sale  at 
enhanced  prices. 

Now  that  a  commercial  modus  vivendi  has  been 
arrived  at  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  our  trade  with  the  Peninsula  and  the 
Colonies  will  be  rapidly  extended.  A  leaf  might, 
however,  be  advantageously  taken  out  of  the  books  of 
German  commercial  travellers  and  agents  in  this 
country.  Numbers  of  young  men  destined  for  business 
careers  are  sent  over  to  Spain  and  placed  in  Spanish 
houses  to  learn  the  language  and  to  study  the  tastes  of 
the  people — a  task  of  easy  accomplishment  attainable 
with  an  ordinary  share  of  intelligence  within  a  twelve- 
month. It  stands  to  reason  that  a  commercial  traveller 
or  agent  enjoying  these  advantages  is  more  than  a 
match  for  one  who  can  only  recommend  his  wares 
through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter  or  by  the  mere 
exposure  of  his  price  list;  and  if  we  hope  to  fight 
Germany  successfully  on  the  field  of  commerce  we  must 
adopt  her  excellent  and  intelligible  plan  of  educating 
foreign  commercial  agents. 

At  Malaga  there  is  quite  a  German  colony  of  young 
business  men,  who,  after  a  year  or  two's  residence  there, 
return  home  well  prepared  for  entering  into  the  employ 
of  firms  having  commercial  relations  with  Spain. 

I  fear  the  above  remarks  have  a  strong  smack  of 
plagiarism  about  them,  though  in  reality  they  were 
noted  down  before  the  recent  debate  took  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  ^*  trade  and  diplomacy.'' 

In  view  of  the  commercial  modus  vivendi  alluded  to 
above,  I  have,  perhaps,  overstepped  the  limits  customary 
in  a  General  Report,  and  have,  in  the  accompanying 
Tables,  marked  **  Commerce,"  5  and  6,  given  every 
item,  their  quantities  and  priqes,  of  Spanish- Grorman 
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trade  during  the  year  1884,  my  data  being  the  latest 
statistics  published  by  the  Spanish  Goyemment. 

(Table  5.) — Oommeece  :  Spanish  Trade  with  (Jermany 
for  the  Year  1884. 


IifPomTt* 


Weights 

Articles. 

and 

Quantity. 

Value. 

- 

Measures. 

Oau  I  (^  the  Torif. 

£ 

Mtfble,  porphyries,  alabaster  of  all  kinds* 

maonftctived  into  articles,  polislied  or 

unpolished.. 

Kilog.     .. 

94,464 

1,511 

All  other  stone  and  earths  for  bnilding  pur- 

poses,  arts,  and  indostries 

$9               •• 

1,963,193 

3,533 

Pitch  and  tar,  asphalte,  bitomen,  extracts 

and  raw  oils  of         •• 

»>                •• 

210,363 

1,093 

Blown  i^lass,  common  . . 

»*                •• 

418,267 

5.019 

Cnt  glass,  and  imitationi  of,  whedier  sQ- 

Teredorgilt             ..             •• 
Glass  and  plate  glass,  in  panes    •  •             •  • 

235,048 
118,775 

15,039 
3,800 

Glass  and  plate  glass,  qnicksilTered,  eye- 

t»                •• 

9,475 

1,212 

Clay  for  bricks  and  tiles,  for  boilding  pur- 

poses and  ovens        . .             •  • 

•*                •  • 

669,889 

1,959 

Stoneware  and  fine  earUienware.  • 

M                •  • 

117,681 

6,825 

Chinawaro     •• 

W                •• 

53,472 

5,347 

CUu$  II  tf  the  Taryr^ 

Gold,  jewellery,  with  or  without  pevis  and 

precious  stones         • .             •  • 

Hectof.  .. 

1,032 

20,640 

SflTer,  jewellery,  with  or  without  pearls  and 

precious  stones         ..            •• 

»t        •• 

1,316 

3,684 

Gold,  siWer,  and    pUtinum,  worked  faito 

ornaments  ••             ••             ••             •• 

»f        •• 

3,469 

3,330 

Iron,  wrought,  Ttfious  manufactures  of     .  • 

Kilog.     .. 

121,208 

1,139 

Iron,  cast,  fine  wares  of,  including  polished 
or  japanned,  or  ornamented  wiUi  other 

metals 

»*        •• 

79,108 

1,898 

Iron  and  steel,  wrought,  in  bars  . .             • . 

#*        •• 

1,181,012 

7,086 

Iron  and  steel,  wrou^t,  in  sheets  firom 

6  millim.  thick,  and  riTCts       .. 

»9               •• 

262,655 

2,416 

Iron  and  steel,  wrought,  in  bars  of  any 

shape,  in  sheets  up  to  6  millim.  thick. 

axles,  tyres,  plates,  carriage  springs,  and 

iron  hoops..             ..             •• 

i»            •• 

662,905 

7,127 

Iron  and  steel  wire 

99               •• 

741,234 

11,266 

Iron  nails  and  screws,  including  those  with 

brass  heads               •• 

99               •• 

76,239 

1,768 

Iron,  wrought,  tubes    • .             .  • 

it             •• 

96,104 

1,114 

Iron  manufiu^tures  of  all  kinds  not  enu- 

merated in  Tariff,   including  enamelled 

goods,  and  those  of  composite  metals. 

and  iron  tubes  sheathed  with  brass 

9f               •• 

667,311 

21,057 

Tin,  manufactures  of    .  • 

»»                •• 

38,672 

3,140 

Neecles,  steel  pens,  parts  of  watches,  and 

similar  articles  of  iron  and  steel 

99                •• 

3,565 

2,852 
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Weights 

Artid^. 

and 

Measures. 

Qmmtity. 

Value. 

Cutlery,  carving-knives,  razors,  pen-kniTes, 

£ 

of  iron  or  steel          . .             •  •             •  • 

KUog.     .. 

25,696 

7,707 

Tailors' scissors 

»t        •  • 

3,541 

2,124 

Copper,  bronze,  brass,  and  all  alloys  of 

common  metals,  of  which  copper  forms  a 

>»        •  • 

58,607 

9.377 

The  aboTe  metals  and  alloys,  gilded,  silvered, 

or  nickel-plated         ..             ..             *. 

»>        •  • 

8,947 

3,578 

Zmc,  manufactured,  poFished  or  unpolished  . 

*»        •• 

34,116 

1,637 

All  other  metals  and  alloys  manufactured, 

not  enumerated,  polished  or  unpolished.  • 

f  *        •  • 

104,259 

4,670 

Clas»  III  qf  the  Tanff. 

Cocoa  and  palm-oils,  and  other  vegetable 

oils            ..             ..             ••             •• 

»         •• 

396,075 

12,991 

Other  products  of  the  vegetable  kingdom 

not  enumerated  under  other  headings     • . 

ff         •• 

142,278 

7,113 

Dyes,  extracts               •  • 

»»         •• 

120,358 

4,814 

Varnishes 

ff        •  • 

25,707 

2,056 

Colours,  in  powder  or  lump         •  • 

*»         •• 

540,477 

17,295 

Colours,  prepared  and  inks 

>f        •• 

24,589 

1,573 

Colours  extracted  from  coal,  and  other  arti- 

ficial  colours 

*»        •• 

93,583 

37,433 

Alkaloids,  and  their  salts 

•>        •• 

116 

1,394 

Alkaline  carbonates,  and  caustic  alkaloids 

and  salts  of  ammonia 

»>         •  • 

116,334 

1,193 

Nitrate  of  potash 

*>         •  • 

820,233 

19,518 

Sulphate  of  ammonia  and  nitrate  of  soda    • . 

t>        •• 

353,855 

3,538 

Pharmaceutical  products  not  specified 

Sf                 •• 

5,855 

1,171 

Chemical  products  not  specified  •  • 

>» 

452,846 

18,113 

Starch            •  •             •  •             ♦  •             •  • 

9»                •• 

377,358 

8,301 

Flours  for  industrial  purposes,  dextrine  and 

glucose      ••             ..             •• 

»9               •• 

a,l21,802 

110,456 

ForaiBne,  stearine,  waxes,  ipennaoeCti,  in 

lump         ••              ••             ••              •• 

.. 

358,249 

21,494 

Ditto,  manufitctured     ..             ••             •• 

„        .. 

132,896 

9,568 

Perfumery  and  essences 

U                •• 

23,926 

7,656 

Gunpowder,  explosive  compounds,  and  fuses 

for  mines   •  •             •  •             •  • 

»»                •• 

141,474 

16,976 

Clots  ir  of  ih9  Tariff, 

Cotton,  spun  and  twisted  with  3  or  more 

threads,  unbleached,  bleached,  or  dyed  •  • 

»f               •• 

16,867 

4,722 

Tissues,    close  woven,    plain,  unbleached. 

bleached,  or  dyed,  in  pieces  or  kerchiefii 

up  to  25  threads  inclusive 

*»                •• 

40,669 

S.133 

Tissues,  close  woven,  embroidered 

M                •• 

4,313 

1*121 

Tissues,  dose  woven,  printed,  twilled,  worked 

in  the  loom  up  to  25  threads   . . 

•»                •• 

115,908 

33,613 

Tissues,  dose  woven,  transparent  or  muslins. 

cambric,  lawn,  organdies,  and  gauzes  of 

all  kinds    . .             •  •             • . 

9i                •• 

3,577 

1,216 

QuUtings  and  piques    . .             . .             •  • 

»*                •• 

13,008 

4,162 

Velveteens,   corduroys,   and   other    double 

tissues  for  wearing  apparel      . .             •• 

It                •• 

57,309 

20,631 

Lace,  crochet  excepted. . 

»»                •• 

1,438 

1,380 

Croch^  tissues  in  the  piece,  and  under- 

dothing  of  same        ..             ••             •• 

99               ♦  • 

17,589 

4,924 

Croch^  tissues,  hosiery,  gloves,  &o. 

»                •• 

24,172 

7,735 
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Artida. 


Weights 

and 
Measmes. 


Valae. 


Ctati  V  of  the  Tariff, 


Hemp,  raw  and  badded 
Flax,  raw  and  hackled  . .  .  •  •  • 

Tarn  of  hemp  and  flax . .  •  •  •  • 

Bopa  and  cordage  •• 

Tiasnes,  plain,  of  hemp  and  flax,  with  or 
without  mixture  of  cotton,  from  11  to  24 
threads  indosiTe       ..  •• 

Tisaiies  of  hemp  and  flax,  twilled  and  figured 

CZcft  VJrf  the  Tariff. 

Bkistks,  horte-hair,  and    hair,    including 

camel's  hair,  vicuna,  and  Angora,  and 

Cashmere  goats         •• 
Worsted,  spun,  twisted,  washed,  or  bleached 
Worsted,  dyed  .  •  •  • 

Carpets  of  pure  wottl*  or  with  mixture  of 

other  material  •  •  .  • 

Felt  carpets  of  wool,  or  mixture  of  other 

materials    ..  ..  •• 

Tissues,  knitted,  with  or  without  mixture 

of  cotton  or  other  TegetaUe  fibre 
Ctoths  and  other  tjaaeei  of  the  same  kind, 

of  pure  wool,  waste  wool,  hair,  or  mix« 

tare  of  other  materiab  •  •  •• 

Cloths  and  other  tissues  having  the  warp 

entirely  of  cotton  or  other  v^etable  fibre, 

Astrakan,  and  plushes  of  same  material . . 
All  other  tissues  of  pure  wool,  waste  wool, 

hair,  or  mixtures  of  these  materials        •  • 
Tiaeues  of  pure  wool,  embroUered 
Ditto,  with  warp  entirely  of  cotton  or  other 

vegetable  fibre  •  •  •  •  •  • 


CUm  Vllof  the  Tariff- 

auk,  twisted .  • 

auk,  floss,  twialMl 

Tissees  of  silk,  plain  and  twilled. .  •• 

Tallies,  laces;  edgings,  of  silk  or  floss  silk  • . 

Tissues  of  silk  or  floss  silk,  knitted 

Velvets,  pludi  of  silk  or  floes  silk,  with 
whole  warp  of  cotton  or  other  vegetable 
nbre  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Tissues  of  silk  or  floss  silk  widi  warp  of 
cotton  or  other  vegetable  fibre. . 


KUog. 


CUmt  Vniqf  the  Tariff. 

Pfeper  in  rolls,  unsized  and  half  siied  for 
printing     ••  ••  •• 

Paper,  writing,  lithograph,  and  engraving 
P^er,  cut,  huid-made,  and  ruled 
Xngravings,  maps,  and  designs   .  • 
"Beifm,  stamped  with  gold,  silver,  flock,  or 
crystal       ••  ••  •• 

P^per,  stamped*  of  other  kinds  •• 
Piking  paper,  brown  p^wr,  emery  paper 
Other  papers  not  specified  in  Tariff 


Kilog.    .. 


145,507 
25,395 

248,217 
74J96 


4,944 
2,728 


8,404 

3,656 

14,652 

16,462 

17,657 

116,498 

42,314 

60,896 

64,559 
14,308 

121,564 


S,645 

1,117 

39,714 

a»991 


2,373 
1,091 


1,176 
M62 
6,409 

2,638 

2,401 

74,558 

33^851 

29,230 

43,900 
12,648 

48,625 


745 

2,815 
895 

1,083 
590 

1,937 

4,480 
3,400 
5348 
1,699 

7t739 

15,468 

9,617 

10,370 

2,580,210 
66,412 
23,030 
13,761 

92,856 
3,719 
1,842 

13^61 

5,979 

30,679 

347,527 

69,345 

U9I 
1,349 
6,950 
S,321 
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Weights 

Artidas. 

and 
Measures. 

Ctantity. 

Taloe. 

F^teboard,  in  iheets,  in  boxes  lined  with 

£ 

common  paper,  and  unfinished  articles  of 

same 

KUog.    .. 

660,274 

8,451 

llie  above  articles  finished,  and  pasteboard 

boxes,  with  ornaments,  and  lined  with 

fine  paper  or  other  material    •  •            •  • 

»        •• 

8,484 

2,375 

Clai9  IX  qf  the  Tariff. 

Common  woods  in  boards,  oat,  planed,  and 

doTotailed  for  boxes  or  flooring;  planks. 

rafters,    beams,    rounded    masts,    and 

timber  for  ship  building          .  •             ,  • 

Cub.  metre 

2,562 

5,120 

Casks,  whole  or  in  pieces 

Kilog.    .. 

918,581 

14,697 

Ccmimon  woods  made  into  articles  of  all 

kinds,  rough    or    plained,    painted    or 

varnished ;  mouldings,  varnished  or  sized 

read  J  for  gilding;  bent  wood  fomiture, 

painted,  stained,  or  Tarnished . . 

»        •• 

282,044 

22,563 

Fine  woods  made  into  furniture  or  other 

articles  of  the  same,  turned,  cut,    or 

carved,  polished  or  vsjmished  ;  the  same 

of  common  woods,  veneered  with  fine 

woods ;  the  same  upholstered,  except  with 

siUc  or  leather,  and  with  gilt  mouldings. . 

»i        •• 

306,088 

27,557 

Ditto,  in  gilt  objects,  mlaid,  veneered  with 

mother-of-pearl  and  fine  material,  and 

with  metal  mouldings,  and  those  uphols- 

tered with  silk  or  leather 

t>        •• 

5,863 

1,312 

Clan  X  qf  the  Tariff. 

Skins  and  hides,  untanned 

t>        •• 

259,580 

22,843 

Patent  leathers,    cow    hide,    tanned    and 

dressed      ••             ••             ••             •• 

w            •• 

115,916 

83,459 

Other  hides,  tanned  and  dressed,  ioduding 

sole  leather 

>»        •• 

20,720 

8,702 

Bands  for  machinery    •  • 

»        •• 

12,590 

4,532 

Other  articles  of  leather,  lined  with  leather . 

»        •• 

4,807 

4,807 

Animal  fats    •• 

»          •• 

•  80,988 

2,591 

Guano  and  other  manures           •  •             • . 

J>        •• 

2,940,374 

29,403 

Pigs' gut,  cured 

»>        •• 

41,262 

3,300 

Clatt  XI  qf  the  Tariff. 

Pianos 

Pieces    .. 

354 

11,328 

Common  clocks,  with  weights  and  alarms  . . 

>»        •• 

6,109 

1,466 

Agricultural  machines  ••             •• 

KUog.    .. 

78,932 

2,841 

Locomotive  engines     .  • 

>»        •  • 

1,377,732 

66,131 

Engines  and  separate  parts  of,  &c. 

»        •• 

1,222,543 

62,105 

Iron  and  sted  chips  and  those  of  composite 

Ships     .. 
Tons      •• 

1) 
1,115/ 

13,380 

buld,  of  any  tonnage 

CUue  XII  of  the  Tariff. 

Pork  and  lard,  induding  bacon  •  • 

Kilog.    .. 

155,180 

6,641 

Butter  (cows)              ••            ••             •• 

i»        •• 

135,474 

20,592 

Bice,  deaned 

»        •• 

2,306,671 

27,680 

Wheat  flour  ••             ••             ••             •• 

>»        •• 

333,328 

4,533 

Dried  vegetables 

»        •  • 

5,472,551 

52.536 

Sugar            ••            ••            ••            •• 

»        •• 

12,333,337 

315,733 
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Articles. 

and 
Measures. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cocoa  (Goaymqail)  and  other  eiinikr  torts. . 

Kilog.    .. 

47,910 

£ 
3.736 

Cumamon  and  other  spices 
Com  and  poUto  brandies 

if        •  • 

23.059 

1,152 

Litres     .. 

53,541,991 

1,327.841 

Beer  and  cyder 

»>        •  • 

226,270 

4,253 

v^neese           ••             ••             •• 

Kilog.    .. 

24,904 

1,992 

aoMiXmif  the  Tariff. 

JeweUerj,   sets  of,  trinkeU  of  all  kinds. 

except  that  of  gold  or  silver    • . 

»>       .•• 

3,022 

6,044 

WaUdog-stickt,  ombrellas,  and  parasols     . . 

Pieces    .. 

81,468 

4,888 

Battens  of  all  kinds,  except  those  of  gold 

or  silver     ..             ..             ..             •• 

Kilog.    .. 

78,423 

15,684 

Cartridges  for  licensed  fire-arms  . 

»        •  • 

15,116 

4,716 

Boxes  and  cases  of  fine  woods    and  of 

leather,  lined  with  silk,  and   others  of 

similar  kinds,   with  or  without  fittings. 

for  writing,  sewing,    toilet,   perfomery, 

Hqnors,  a^  artieles  of  food     . . 

>i        •• 

2,366 

2,839 

India-mbber  in  sheets;  lengths,  or  tubes  . . 

»        •  • 

16,294 

6,517 

„          mann£sctared  into  anj  shape 

or  article 

ft        •• 

13,973 

7,265 

Games,  toys,  excepting  those  of  tortoise- 

shell,   ivory,   mother-of-peari,  gold,  or 

silver 

^^ 

60,305 
594 

14,473 

Silk  trimmings 

>»        •• 

1.188 

Woollen  trimmmgs 

»»        •• 

10,173 

4,069 

Trimmings  of  all  other  kinds       •  •             • . 

ft 

19,400 

6,208 

India-rubber  tissues  with  mixture  of  other 

materiab   ..             •• 

tt        •• 

16,058 

8,992 

Beady-made  dothing— 

Cotton       ••             ••             ••             •• 

»»        •• 

12,938 

5.748 

Hemp        ••             ••             ••             •. 

ft        •• 

2,228 

1,431 

Wool 

»f        •• 

19,332 

6,872 

Silk 

ft        •• 

823 

4,668 

OmoeniUmol  ^uiUi. 

Mounted  carts  imported  for  exporting  na- 

tional goods 

ft        •• 

151,372 

2,421 

Carts  in  which  goods  are  imported 

tt        •• 

1,102,530 

17,640 

Emptysacks.. 

Pieces    .. 

124,303 

4,972 

Bailway.plant  upon  which  special  duty  has 

been  paid— 

Special  Tariff  No.  1 

•  • 

3,345,623 

133,824 

Special  Tariff  No.  2 

.. 

30,240 

1,209 

Bailway-plant    and    materials  for   public 

works.  Tariff  duty  of  which  has  been 

paid  in  cash              ••             ••             •• 

•  • 

525,859 

21.035 

Ditto,  paid  by  bills  to  be  renewed 

•  • 

601,167 

24,046 

Other  articles               ..             ••             •• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

38.433 

Total  value  of  imports  from  Germany 

3,547,169 

„          exports  to  Germany  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 
•  • 

302,671 

Excess  of  imports  over  exports 

3,244,498 

[408] 
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(Table  6.) — Commerce  :   Spanish  Trade  with  Germany 
for  the  year  1884. 


Exports. 


Weights 

Articles. 

and 
Measures. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Class  I, 

Copper  ore    ••             .•             ••             •• 

KUog.    .. 

1,854,050 

2,224 

Class  11. 

. 

Iron,  wrought,  in  pigs  •  •             •  •             .  • 

>i        •• 

821,290 

2,C60 

Copper  8lag  . . 

n          •• 

402,282 

11,263 

Xicad,  poor,  in  pigs 

>»           •• 

172,207 

1,722 

Class  III. 

Vegetable  products  not  enumerated 

»i           •• 

31,546 

1,388 

Cream  of  tartar 

i»           •• 

14,310 

1,717 

Sulphur 

»           •• 

219,972 

1,055 

Class  VI. 

Wool,  unwashed           . .             . .             • . 

II           •  • 

27,052 

1,947 

Class  VIIL 

Cigarette  paper 

11           •• 

14,373 

1,437 

Class  IX 

i>           •• 

167,018 

2.672 

Class  X. 

Skins  of  animals,  with  the  hair   .  • 

II           •• 

30,669 

2,453 

Ditto,  cured,  and  skins  untauned 

II           •  • 

52,429 

3,355 

Manures  of  all  kinds     •• 

II           •• 

280,000 

3,360 

Sheep  skins,  prepared  as  morocco  leather 

and  dressed               .  •             •  • 

II           •• 

4,668 

1,120 

Class  XI I . 

Almonds,  in  the  shell  . 

II           •  • 

34,853 

2,230 

Figs,  dried     .. 

II          •• 

192,843 

2,005 

Raisins           . .              • 

>i           •• 

'    360,011 

7,920 

Lemons 

II           •  • 

765,768 

6,126 

Oranges 

II           •• 

3,458,229 

30,433 

Saffron 

II           •  • 

365 

1,343 

Common  oil  . . 

II           •  • 

1,113,007 

37,842 

Wines,  common 

Litres    . . 

5,136,900 

73,969 

Sherries  and  their  like  . 

II        •• 

786,796 

47,207 

Sweet  wines  . . 

II        •  • 

954,572 

42,764 

Preserves,  various 

Kilog.    .. 

26,372 

1,846 

Other  articles  not  enumerated    . . 

•  • 

•  • 

10,564 

Total  value  of  exports  to  Germany   • . 

302,671 

„            imports  from  Germany 

•  • 
•• 

•  • 
»• 

3,547,169 

3,244»49E 
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Mining  in  Spain* 

The  soil  and  rock  of  the  Peninsula  abounds  in 
mineral  wealth,  and,  were  capital  and  enterprise  forth- 
coming, Spain  would  have  no  occasion  for  importing 
either  ores  or  manufactured  metals. 

The  following  is  the  comprehensive  list  of  minerals 
common  to  Spain : — 

Iron  and  argentiferous  iron,  arsenical  pyrites,  ochres,  List  of 
lead  and  ai^entiferous  lead,  copper  and  argentiferous  p^^^Sroii^^ 
copper,  silver,  gold,  tin,  zinc,  copperas,  alkaline  salts, 
quicksilver,  antimony,  cobalt,  manganese,  coprolitic 
earths,  sulphate  of  baryta,  alum,  graphite,  amber, 
anthracite,  bitumen,  common  salt,  sulphate  of  soda, 
hinojosa-topaz,  phosphate  of  lime,  lithographic  lime- 
stone, fluorspar,  steatite,  kaolin,  amienthus,  asbestos, 
argillite  or  plastic  clay,  sulphur,  coal,  lignite,  peat, 
bitumenous  shale,  asphaltum,  petroleimi  (traces  of), 
naphtha,  and  a  variety  of  miuOTal  waters. 

According  to  the  latest  statistics,  published  in  the 
form  of  a  Report  by  the  Director-General  of  Agricul- 
ture, Industry,  and  Commerce,  dated  1884  (the  latest 
published),  the  following  additions  were  made  in  1882 
to  the  registered  mining  properties,  viz.,  639  Concessions 
of  all  kinds,  embracing  an  area  of  24,4i35  acres. 

On  the  Slst  December  of  that  year  there  was  a  Number  of 
registered  total  of  17,346  mines,  96  partly-worked  or  ™*'^^* 
temporarily-abandoned  mines,  13  slag-refuse  heaps,  and 
36   mines    under    examination,   over  a  total   area  of 
1,299,346  acres. 

The  operatives  employed  by  the  remunerative  Con- 
cessions amounted  to  61,068  men,  2,404  women,  and 
10,933  boys,  making  a  total  of  74,406,  being  8,211  more 
than  in  1881.  The  steam-power  was  represented  by 
11,387  horse-power. 

The  mines — as  distinct  from  the  total  Concessions — 
in  activity  employed  11,206  men,  804  women,  and  2,127 
boys;  total,  14,136  operatives.  In  these  mines  were 
working  67  hydraulic  and  277  steam-engines,  of  1,186 
and  2,218  horse-power  respectively. 

In  1881  there  was  an  increase  of  production  of  the  Ores  and 
following  minerals,  viz.:   1,223,612  tons  of  iron  ore,  °^^'*^' 
9,442  tons  silver  ore,  264,901  tons  copper  ore,  14,442 
tons   zinc  ore,   3,118    tons    quicksilver   ore,   26   tons 
[408]  L  2 
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antimony  ore,  9,325  tons  sulphate  of  soda  ore,  1,109  tons 
phosphate  of  lime  ore,  l,4i05  tons  alum  ore,  7,346  tons 
sulphur  ore,  387  tons  of  asphaltum  ore.  Sulphate  of 
baryta  remained  stationary ;  and  as  regards  gold  and 
silver  ores,  as  well  as  that  of  tin,  a  slight  increase  wa& 
observable. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  falling-oflf  in  the 
following  minerals,  viz. :  1,120  tons  of  lead  ore,  2,230 
tons  of  argentiferous  lead  ore,  30  tons  of  lead  and  zinc, 
30  tons  of  argentiferous  copper,  120  tons  of  nickel, 
62  tons  of  cobalt,  2,539  tons  of  manganese,  37,807  tons 
of  common  salt,  5,893  tons  of  coal,  734  tons  of  lignite, 
400  tons  of  peat,  and  366  tons  of  kaolin. 

The  increase  of  raw  metals  was  as  follows,  viz. : 
5,670  tons  of  pig-iron,  1,961  tons  of  wrought  iron, 
22*678  tons  of  silver,  282  tons  of  zinc,  8  tons  of  anti- 
mony, 50  tons  of  **  orpin,''  671  tons  of  crystallized 
sulphate  of  soda,  56  tons  of  alum,  1,189  tons  of  sulphur, 
256  tons  of  asphaltum,  and  8,368  tons  of  hydraulic 
cement.  The  production  of  sulphate  of  baryta  remained 
unchanged. 

The  decrease  in  the  production  of  raw  metals  in 
1881  was  as  follows,  viz. :  1,942  tons  of  lead,  391  tons 
of  argentiferous  lead,  629  tons  of  copper,  107  tons  of 
quicksilver,  1,800  tons  of  crushed  alabaster. 

The  total  value  of  the  whole  production  was 
4,663,677/.,  showing  an  increased  value  over  the- 
previous  year  of  233,666Z. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  old  rails  were  exported  to 
the  following  countries,  viz. :  England,  Italy,  Morocco,. 
Portugal,  and  the  United  States — 27,908  tons,  valued  at 
79,816/. 

To  Oeuta,  Erance,  Cuba,  the  United  States,  Mexico^ 
Philippine  Islands,  1  ton  707  kilog.  of  steel  weapons 
were  exported,  valued  at  1,126/. ;  and  to  Erance,  Cuba, 
Porto  Rico,  Ecuador,  Mexico,  Colombia,  St.  Domingo, 
Uruguay,  Venezuela,  the  Danish  West  Indies,  the- 
Dutch  possessions  in  South  America,  and  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  69  tons  79  kilog.  of  fire-arms,  valued  at 
70,892/. 

The  following  Table  1,  **  Mining,"  shows  the  quan- 
tity of  minerals  raised  in  1882,  and  gives  general  details 
respecting  the  mines. 

Table  2,  "  Mining,'*  deals  with  the  ores  and  metals 
exported  from  the  Peninsula  and  the  Balearic  Islands 
during  the  year  1882,  showing  their  destination. 
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(Table  2,) — ^Mining:  Ores  and  Metals  exported  from 
tiie  Peninsula  and  the  Balearic  Islands  during  the 
year  1882,  showing  their  Destination. 


Destination. 

Qnantity. 

Valno. 

Dnty. 

Iron  Ore, 

Germany              ••            •• 

Belginm 

France  ••             ••             ••             •• 

Holland 

England.. 

Italy 

Norway .«             ••             ..             .. 
United  States 

Tons,      kilog. 

1,372  000 

103,042  000 

453.790  000 

494,971  000 

2,775,832  000 

394  000 

675  000 

195,158  000 

823 

61,825 

272,274 

296,982 

1,665,899 

236 

405 

117,094 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•• 

4,025,234  000 

2,415,038 

ArfetUi/eraut  Galena  (with  Duty). 

Belgiom               

France   ••             ••             •• 

Bln^and.. 

Portngal. 

Cuba 

3,320  840 
901  125 

2,214  190 

142  923 

4  320 

55,790 

15,138 

37.198 

2,441 

72 

1,660 

450 

1,107 

71 

2 

6,583  398 

110,639 

3,290 

Salginm               •• 

France   •.•             »•             ••             •• 

2,503  000 
1,108  333 

42,050 
18,620 

•  « 

•  • 

3,611  333 

60,670 

Lead  Ore. 

Sdginm 
France   .^ 

1,901  000 
503  000 

31,936 
8,450 

•• 

2,404  000 

40,386 

Copper  Ore, 

Germany              *«            »•            •• 

Belgium 

France  ••             ».             •• 

England.* 

FortngaL.            .»            *«            •• 

United  States 

80  000 

10  000 

294  000 

567,471  000 

17  000 

3,569  000 

224 

28 

823 

1,588,918 

47 

9,993 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•• 

•  • 

571,441  000 

1,600,033 

Cdhtmine. 

iWilgiiim               ••            •• 

France   ••             ••             ••             •• 

England*.            ••            ••            •• 

9,197  000 

16,633  000 

651  000 

18,394 

33,266 

1,302 

•• 
•  • 
•• 

26,481  000 

52,962 
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Destination. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Blende. 
Belgram 
England.. 

Tons.       kilog. 

8,940  000 
3,280  000 

17.880 
.  6,560 

•  • 

12.200  000 

24.480 

England 

Portugal..            ^ 

44  060 

2  000 

M9 
23 

• . 

46  000 

542 

Aostria  ••             ,,             .«             .. 

Bdginm 

Prance   .. 

England.. 

80  000 

150  000 

210  000 

2,917  000 

320 

600 

840 

11,668 

. . 
••• 

3,367  000 

13,428 

PhotpUie  ofUme. 
France   ••             ..            -••             «• 
England.. 
Portugal..             ..             »,             ^, 

9  000 

60  000 

42,804  000 

3 

24 

17,121 

V. 

•  • 

42.873  000 

17,148 

Inm,  Wrought,  m  bar$. 

Btigium               ..            •• 

France   .. 

Holland.. 

England..             ..             ••        .     .. 

Morocco..               I            •• 

100  000 
6,458  400 
4,948  345 

601  000 
0  368 

350 

22,640 

17.319 

2,103 

.1 

12,108  113 

42.413 

ArgerU^eromi  lAod,  bar$,  wM  Duty. 

Fiuncc  .. 
England  . 
Portugal..             ..             ..             .. 

9.772  751 

20.394  057 

31  435 

226,727 

473,142 

729 

:s;909 

«.157 
12 

30,198  243 

700.598 

12,078 

Argemtiferoue  Zeuifnet  qfDuig. 
PwuMje   ••            ..            «•            .. 

11,369  065 

263,762 

.. 

11,369  065 

263,762 

Lead^po^ 

Gennany              • 
Prance   ..             . 
Holland.. 
England.. 
Gibraltar 
Portogal.. 
Cuba      .. 
Porto  Rico 
Ecuador.  •           •• 

or,inhmt, 

•  «•■«            . . 
.           •««            .. 

•  %«            .. 

•  '•%            .. 

•  »*•            •. 

•  ••-»            .. 

•  •••            •. 

228  985 
23.266  115 

202  500 
49,538  765 

3  050 
342  260 

12  155 

4  050 
2  463 

3,022 
307,112 

2.673 

653,911 

40 

4,517 

lao 

53 
32 

••• 

•• 

• 
• 

73,600  343 

971,520 
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Destination. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Tons       kilog. 

£ 

£ 

Copper  Slag, 

France   •  •             •-•             •  •             •  • 

.    70  m 

.2.706 

•  • 

£ngiand«  •             •  •             •  •             •  • 

22,624  056 

868,763 

•  • 

22,694  542 

871,469 

Zinc,  ingoU  and  iheeti. 

. 

^ 

France   #•            ••            ••            •• 

1,340  300 

27,342 

•  • 

England..             ••             •• 

280  000 

5.712 

•  • 

1,620  300 

33,054 

QuicktUver, 

• 

• 

Germany              •• 

1  725 

.'     358 

,      . 

France   ..             ••             ••             •• 

14  980 

.  3,115 

• 

England.. 

27  895 

5,802 

Portngal.. 

992  942 

206,531 

Cnba      .. 

0  552 

114 

Mexico  ..             ••             ••             •• 

28  900 

6,011 

1,066  994 

221,931 

irofty  nuunffoeiuytdt 

Algien 

0  090 

2 

France   ••             ••             ••             •• 

40  311 

757 

England  . 

7  851 

147 

Gibraltar. 

2  026 

.       38 

Italy 

0  752 

14 

,      , 

Portugal  . 

18  578 

.      359 

Cnba      ..             

■     11  546 

.      217 

Porto  Rico 

3  681 

69 

, 

Ecuador.. 

9  220 

173 

Mexico  .. 

0  033 
0  435 

1 

b 

Argentine  Republic             . .             •  • 

8  246 

155 

Uruguay 

0  140 

1 

Venezuela             ..             ..             .. 

1  544 

•      29 

Danish  possessions  in  West  Indies     •• 

0  226 

4 

Philippine  Islands 

10  445 

•      196 

115  124 

2,090 

JJead,  manufactured. 

England.. 

0  600 

•        12 

• 

Morocco 

0  462 

8 

Portugal.. 

>           1  902 

37 

Cuba     .. 

169  916 

3,398 

Porto  Rico 

11  701 

234 

United  States        .. 

0  184 

.        36 

Mexico 

2  240 

44 

. 

Columbia 

0  542 

10 

8an  Domingo 

0  920 

..      18 

, 

Uruguay 

4  600 

92 

Venexuela             ..             .. 

^  680 

..      73 

. 

Philippine  Islands  .             •• 

'   >       3  965 

..      79 

• 

.   200  718 

« .4,041 

• 

■ 
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Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

Offper,  Tbtf  amd  mmuiflteit 

Franoe  •• 

England 

Portanl.. 
Coim     .. 
Porto  Rico            •• 
Mexico  .. 
Columbia 
Argentiiie  Republic 

Banish  Wett  Indian  potaeMi 
PhUippine  Islands 

■■~.  ■  ■  ■    — 
iredBra$9. 

ons . 

Tons  kilog. 

63  979 
2  677 
0  440 
4  706 
0  758 
0  140 

0  028 

1  450 
0  090 

0  012 

1  823 

£ 

11,516 

481 

79 

847 

136 

25 

5 

261 

16 

2 

328 

£ 

76  103 

13,696 

Zmcy  mamfaetured. 

Cuba      ..             ••             ••             •• 

Porto  Rico 
Philippine  Islands 

159  720 

16  166 

4  8)5 

3,258 

329 

98 

•  • 

•  • 

. 180  701 

3,685 

Tm  Platings  mam^actured. 

Sngland,  •             •  •             •  •             • . 

Italy      ..             

0  100 
12  551 

6 
753 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

12  651 

759 

Alhjfi,  manMfuetwred. 

Fnnoe  •• 

<.'nba 

Philippine  Islands 

0  290 
0  185 
0  100 
0  480 

63 

.40 

22 

105 

•  • 
•• 

1  055 

230 

Railways. 

The  railway  movement  in  Spain  is  making  steady  Railway 
progress.  Since  1848,  when  the  first  line  was  construe-  «**^"<>^- 
ted,  up  to  1888,  4,865  miles  have  been  opened,  and 
on  the  1st  January  of  the  latter  year  no  less  than 
1,296  miles  were  in  course  of  construction.  In  addition 
to  this,  upwards  of  1,500  miles  of  contemplated  lines 
had  been  planned  and  received  the  assent  of  Gtovem- 
ment. 

Spanish  railways  have  been  chiefly  built  with  French 
and  Belgian  capital,  though  some  few  lines  have  fallen 
to  England's  share,  and  they  are,  so  I  learn  from 
Spaniards,  notably  the  best  constructed  railways  in  the 
country. 
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SnbTentioiw.  From  the  first  it  has  been  the  liabit  of  1*©  Govcth- 
ment  to  grant  subventions  to  Companies  which  have 
received  their  Concessions,  and  formerly  as  much  as  one- 
half  the  cost  of  construction  was  famished  in  this 
manner.  Now,  however,  it  is  prescribed  by  the  Bailway 
Subventions  Statute  that  these  grants  shall  not  ezoeed 
25  per  cent,  of  the  approved  cost. 

Upwards  of  25,000,000/.  have  been  paid  by  the 
(Government  in  bonds  and  cash  in  subventions. 

The  following  figures  show  the  general  railway 
movement  in  Spain  during  the  years  1881-1888,  tmd 
these  are  the  latest  statistics  obtainable : — 


Spanish  Railway  Lines,  1881-88, 


Miles     .. 

1881. 

1882. 

1983. 

Kew  lines  opened.. 

4,560 

4,895 

5,197 

Cost  of  conitruction  per  mile 

£ 

15,944 

15,323 

14,909 

Passenger  traffic   .  •             . . 

Number.  • 

14,058,913 

16,535,203 

18,366,807 

Goods  traffic 

Tons 

9,743,354 

9,398,582 

9,497^2 

Gross  profit          •• 

£ 

6,368.881 

6,602.192 

6.930^42 

Cost  of  surreys,  4be.            • « 

n              "*• 

2,701,033 

3,104,033 

3,136,971 

Net  profits           ••             .. 

>»              •• 

3,667,848 

3.498,157 

3,793,572 

Receipts  per  mile  *  •             •  • 

i»              •• 

1,424 

1,425 

1,419 

Expenses  per  mile               • . 

f»              •• 

600 

710 

617 

Net  receipts  per  mile 

»t              •• 

974 

755 

800 
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According  to  the  last  census  (1877)  the  population 
of     Spain,    including    her    African    possessions,    was 
16,625,621,  over  an  area  of  .195,726  square  miles,  equal 
to  about  85  souls  per  square  mile.    The  increase  is  very  siow  incmKh 
slow,  being  only  at  the  rate  of  83,000  per  annum.         *   of. 

The  population  of  the  principal  cities  is  as  follows  : — 


Towns. 

Year. 

Population. 

Madrid  . 

•  * 

1887 

397,816 

Barcelona 

. , 

9* 

248,943 

"Valencia 

•  • 

fi 

143,861 

Seville  . . 

, , 

M 

134,318 

Malu^   . 

•  • 

>» 

115,882 

Murcia    • 

• . 

99 

91,805 

Besides  these  there  are  forty-three  cities,  of  which 
thirty  have  a  mean  population  of  under  30,000  and  the 
remainder  of  between  30,000  and  90,000. 

Neither  the  climate  nor  the  topography  of  Spain  are  ^**^**^. 
favourable  to  density  of  population,  but  where  irrigation  jSbiudik"* 
is  extensively  practised  (and  in  some  districts,  especially 
in  Valencia,  it  is  overdone),  viz.,  Valencia,  Murcia,  and 
Granada,  the  population  per  square  mile  nearly  equals 
that  per  square  mile  of  Belgium. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  of  popula* 
tion  during  the  last  eighty-five  years  : — 


Years. 

Population. 

Increase. 

1779 
1826 
1860 
1882 

10,000,000 
13,000,000 
16,000,000 
18,000,000 

3,o66,OCO 
2,661,000 
1,839,000 

Being  at  the  rate  of  72  per  cent. 

During  the  same  period  agriculture  made  the  follow- 
ing progress : — 


Acres  cultivated  in  1779 
1S82 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

..      21,250,000 
.•      77,500,000 

Or  an  increase  of 

..     66,250,000 
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Agriealtural 
population. 


Indnstrial. 


Unprodactive. 


Great  increase 
in  wine- 
growing. 


Thus,  whilst  the  population  increased  at  the  rate  of 
only  72  per  cent.,  the  cultivated  area  has  been  more 
than  tripled. 

In  1779  the  agricultural  population  was  5,615,000, 
and  in  1860  it  had  risen  to  9,327,664,  showing  an 
increase  of  3,712,664  in  sixty-three  years. 

The  industrial  population  in  1797  was  1,034,934,  and 
in  1860  it  amounted  to  3,038,074,  an  increase  of 
2,003,140  during  that  period. 

The  unproductive  population  in  1797  amounted  to 
3,616,187,  and  in  1860  to  3,229,493,  at  the  rate  of  about 
6,133  per  annum  increase  of  the  productive  classes. 

In  1797  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  amounted  to 
1,000,000  acres,  whereas  in  1880  it  had  risen  to 
10,000,000  acres,  an  increase  of  9,000,000  acres  in 
eighty-three  years. 

The  industries  of  Spain  have  also  made  considerable 
progress,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Number  of  Factories. 

ladustries. 

Increase. 

1803. 

1861. 

Cloth  and  woollen  tissues 

78 

1,608 

1,530 

Linen  tissues  •  •             • 

22 

471 

449 

Cotton  tissues    • 

78 

3,256 

3,173 

Silk  tissues 

95 

428 

333 

Metals 

80 

429 

349 

Looking-glasses 

4 

429 

425 

Cork   . 

40 

488 

448 

Tanneries         •  • 

119 

4,240 

1,121 

Paper 

13 

355 

342 

Soaps,  &c.        . . 

346 

4,878 

4,532 

Foundries 

8 

359 

351 

Total  . 

•             •  • 

883 

13,941 

13,058 

Industrial 
progress. 


Live  stock. 


Showing  that  the  number  of  factories  have  increased 
at  the  rate  of  225  per  annum,  which,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  comparatively  small  population  of  the 
Peninsula,  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  Spanish  econo- 
mists. 

Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  live- 
stock farming.  The  latest  Returns  obtainable  are  those 
of  1878,  published  three  years  ago,  and  are  as  follows : — 
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NuMBEE  of  Heads  of  Cattle,  &c.,  registered  in 
the  Years  1797  and  1878. 


in 


Animals. 

1797. 

1878. 

Increase. 

Horses    .            ••             •• 
Mules  .. 
Asses   •. 
Homed  cattle 

Sheep 

Goats   .. 
Swine  . . 

140,000 

204,000 

236,000 

2,680,000 

12,300,000 

1,750,000 

2,003,000 

700,000 
1,200,000 
1,300,000 
3,000,000 
23,000,000 
4,500,000 
4,500,000 

160,000 

986,000 

1,064,000 

320,000 

10,700,000 

2,760,000 

2,497,000 

Total    » •            •  • 

19,323,000 

38,200,000 

18,877,000 

Education. 

The  standard  of  edacation  in  Spain  is  very  low,  not  Low  Bttndard 
24' 60  per  c^it.  of  the  population  being  ableio  read  and  of«docatioii. 
write.  But  here  again  progress  is  apparent,  and 
according  to  the  latest  statistics,  published  in  a  Report 
by  the  Director-General  of  Public  Instruction,  there 
were  no  less  than  23,132  public  and  6,696  priyate 
primary  schools  (see  Tables  1  to  6,  marked  "  Educa- 
tion''), In  addition  to  the  above,  each  province  has 
its  secondary  or  collegiate  school,  in  which  a  higher 
standard  of  education  is  prescribed. 

These  colleges  are  well  attended ;  but  the  teachers  are 
on  the  whole  wanting  in  training  and  zeal,  owing 
probably  to  their  inadequate  salaries. 

There  are  ten  Universities  in  the  Peninsula,  besides 
special  institutions  supported  by  the  State  for  the  study 
of  agriculture,  engineering,  architecture,  the  fine 
arts,  &c. 

The    subjects  taught  in    the    public  and    private  Educational 
primary  schools  are  as  follows  (for  details,  see  Tables  *«^j«cte. 
5  and  6) :  theology  and  moral  training,  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  grammar,  agriculture,  geography  and  his- 
tory,  geometry,    drawing,   music,    domestic   economy, 
hygiene,  needlework,  &c. 

By  the  Law  of  June  1867  education  was  made  com-  compoiaory 
pulsory,  and  an  admirable  scheme  was  elaborated  for  ^^^J^^s^y 
raising  the  very  low  standard  of  primary  instruction ; 
but  none  of  these  reforms  have  been  properly  carried 
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out,  nor  can  education  be  said  to  be  compulsory  in  the 
full  meaning  of  the  term. 

Now,  however,  under  the  present  Government,  no 
effort  will  be  spared  to  put  into  practice  the  provisions 
of  the  Law  above  referred  to,  which,  moreover,  it  is 
understood,  will  undergo  modification  and  improvement 
during  the  approaching  Parliamentary  Session. 

It  is  felt  that  until  primary  education  has  become 
more  widely  diffused,  it  would  be  fruitless  to  look  for 
any  great  development  of  home  industries,  upon  which 
must  so  greatly  depend  Spain's  material  progress. 

According  to  the  Budget  Estimates  for  1885-86,  a 
sum  of  309,000/.  was  to  be  devoted  to  educational 
purposes. 


Education. 


(Table  1).- 

—Public  Schools  in  Spain. 

ProYinoes. 

Number 
of  Schools. 

1 

Provinces. 

Number 
of  Schools. 

Leon      .. 

1.287 

410 

Burgoa  .. 

1.028 

Palencia              • 

394 

Oviedo   .. 

912 

Castellon 

392 

Barcdona 

796 

AvUa    .. 

391 

Huesca  .. 

718 

Gerona  . 

378 

Valencia  . 

C89 

SeviUa.. 

368 

NaTarra   . 

646 

Logrono 

367 

Salamanca             • 

644 

Badejoz 

331 

Coruna  ..             . 

632 

Jaen     . . 

32& 

Lerida   .. 

617 

Cordova 

311 

Orense  .. 

600 

Malaga  . 

303 

Teniel    .. 

600 

Alava   .. 

298 

Zaragoza 

577 

Ciudad  Real 

279 

Zamora  . . 

667 

Vizcaya  . 

276 

Toledo    .. 

556 

Almeria 

271 

Goadalajara 

555 

Murciii   . 

243 

Soria      .. 

543 

Albacete 

238 

Madrid  .. 

523 

Cantirias 

234 

Cnenca  .. 

494 

Guipozcoa 

224 

Granada  . 

494 

Lugo    . . 

205 

Pontefcdra 

492 

Baleares 

192 

Caceres  . . 

476 

Huelva  . 

187 

Tarragona             . 

437 

Cadiz    .. 

162 

VaUadolid 

434 

Santander 
Alicante  . 

431 
413 

Total      •• 

23,132 
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Prorinoes. 

Number 
ofSchoolB. 

Prorinoes. 

Number 
of  Schools. 

976 

Valladolid 

91 

Balearea  . 

433 

CiudadReal        . 

85 

Madrid  .. 

421 

Caceres  . 

85 

Coniiia  .. 

343 

Lerida  . .              • 

81 

SevilU   .. 

276 

Almeria. 

79 

MureU  ..       ... 

214 

UueWa  . 

72 

BoigM  .. 

207 

Jaen     .  • 

62 

Oriedo  .. 

207     , 

Guadalajara 

58 

Lugo      •.             . 

202 

Alara   ..             • 

56 

YAlencu  . 

198 

Leon    .. 

56 

Cadiz     .. 

188 

Orense  . 

53 

Alicante..             • 

162 

Badajoz. 

53 

Crerona  ••             • 

160 

Soria    .. 

50 

Tarragona 

146 

Toledo . . 

48 

Pklencia   . 

138 

Cuenca  . 

46 

Zamora  .  •             • 

136 

Logrono, 

44 

Santander 

130 

Caatellon 

37 

Malaga  .. 

113 

SegOTia  .         .     • 

30 

CordoTa.. 

119 

ATiU    .. 

26 

Fbnteredra 

109 

Albaoete. 

21 

Granada.. 

108 

Teruel . . 

19 

Yizcaya  . . 

108 

Canarias. 

i; 

Gaipnscoa 

108 

Hueica. . 

14 

Zaiagosa. 

104 
101 

Total      .. 

6^696 

NaTBiTa  •  •            • 

93 

L408] 
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(Table  3.) — Obdbb  of  the  Proyinoes  in  iheir  relation 
to  the  number  of  Private  Schools  with  their  Inhabi- 
tants. 


Namber  of 

Number  of 

Profinoet. 

Inhabitants 

Proriiioefl. 

Inbabitantt 

per  School. 

per  School. 

Balearies 

674-21 

CordoTa          •  • 

3,338  -81 

Barcelona 

915-08 

NaTarra 

3,407-52 

PalencU 

1,324-95 

Valencia 

3,423-69 

Madrid 

1,413-21 

Albaoete 

3,427-17 

Gnipuzooa 

1,574-89 

Lerida 

3,498-67 

Buigoi 

1,618-57 

Caoeres 

3,505-52 

Alava  .             •• 

1,636-98 

Logrono 

3,804-78 

Conina              •• 

1,780  12 

Malaga 

3,865-2$ 

Viicaya 

1,796-92 

Zaragoia 

3,922-12 

Serilla 

1,806-75 

L^ovia 

4,185*65 

Santander 

1,843-93 

Granada          ••             •. 

4,321  -85 

Zamora             ••             •, 

1,858-48 

Almeria 

4,371-94 

GcroDft             •  •             •  < 

1,906-94 

Cnenca            •  •             •  < 

4,422  -75 

Logo..             •• 

2,053  -55 

Jaen   .             ••             •< 

4,997  -88 

Murda 

2,112-53 

Avila  . 

5,603-33 

Cadiz 

2,196-36 

Leon  .            •• 

6,057  '63 

Tarragona 

2,348-34 

Caatellon 

6,391-86 

Alicante            •• 

2,541  -91 

Toledo             .. 

6,562  -63 

Huelva 

2,626-08 

Orense             •  • 

6,686-48 

Salamanca 

2,674-79 

Badajos 

7,106-71 

ValladoUd 

2,752-58 

Temel 

8,075-75 

Oiriedo 

2,885-73 

Canariaa          •• 

11,859-62 

CindadReal      .. 

2,895  -31 

Hnesca 

14,922-74 

Soria 

2,987  15 

Pontevedra      •  • 

15,080-94 

Gnipuzooa         •  • 

3,274  -47 
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{Table  4.) — Obdbb  of  the  Proyinces  in  their  relation 
to  the  number  of  Public  Schools  with  their  Inhabi- 
tants. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Phmnces. 

Inhabitanta 

Prorlncei. 

Inhabitants 

per  School. 

per  School. 

LeoD  ..            ••             •• 

278  12 

CaatelloD 

736-62 

8om.. 

'  291 -56 

Tbrragona 

763-08 

AliTa   • 

318-33 

Gerona 

807-15 

Bnrgoe. 

335-92 

CiudadReal    .. 

855  00 

HneMA 

357  07 

Albaoete 

901 -46 

365-20 

Granada 

964-66 

SegoTte 

368-70 

Comna 

966-27 

Terad. 

415  09 

Ponteredra      .. 

983-64 

Zamon             • 

445-77 

Valencia 

983-98 

Salamanoa 

448-5/ 

AUcante 

1,037-75 

P^OeBda 

457-35 

Barcelona 

1,081  09 

ATik.. 

464-91 

Hiielva 

1,137  -60 

Logrono 

475-60 

Madrid 

1,139  00 

Lerida. 

481  -97 

BadajoB 

1,163  05 

Nama 

490-55 

Cordova 

M18  -80 

Santuaer 

560-45 

Jaen 

1,254-57 

Valladotid 

577  15 

Canariat 

1,298  -00 

Cueoca 

588-62 

Almeria 

1,317  -60 

Toledo. 

596-81 

Senlla 

1,424  07 

Caoeres 

625-99 

Bakares 

1,615-69 

Oriedo 

654-78 

Malaga 

1,668-20 

Orenae 

663-29 

Morcia 

1,670-05 

Zaragoia 

697-04 

Logo  . 

1,851-87 

VixcKjtk 

702-02 

Cadiz 

2,533  15 

Qmpiizcoa 

727-39 

(Table  6). — Subjects  taught  in  Public  Schools. 


Snbgecto. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Theology  and  moral  teaehmg  • . 

848,053 

593,878 

1,441,931 

KnOtDg     •. 

841,627 

691,176 

1,432,803 

Writing 

625,059 

380,458 

1,005,617 

ArHhmetle.. 

720,752 

462,834 

1,183,586 

<3rammar  •• 

548,622 

334,464 

883,086 

Agriddteve                             •  • 

384,852 

,. 

384,852 

ideograph  J  and  hiftorj 

142,271 

66,617 

208  888 

Geometry,  drswhig,  mntic,  &c 

94,117 

•  • 

94,117 

Domestic  economy,  hygiene,  mnaic,  &c.  . 

•  • 

113,134 

113,134 

rieedlework              •• 

, , 

227,538 

227,588 

Knitting,  crodiet     •  •             •  •             •  • 

, , 

187,049 

187,049 

•  • 

72,219 

72,219 
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(Table  6.) — Subjects  taught  in  Private  Schools. 


Subjects. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Theology  and  moral  teaching  . . 

145,618 

174,487 

320.105 

Reading     .. 

145,903 

170,000 

315,903 

Writing     ., 

110,462 

108,096 

218,558 

Arithmetic   . 

113,778 

107,298 

221,076 

Grammar  .. 

87,041 

79,087 

166,128 

Agriculture  .             . .             . .             •  • 

39,611 

• . 

39.611 

Geography  and  history 

38,525 

30,986 

69,511 

Geometry,  drawing,  music,  &c. 

24,488 

,, 

24,488 

Domestic  economy,  hygiene,  music,  &c.  . 

4  , 

25,040 

25,040 

Needlework              ••             •• 

,  , 

61,951 

61,951 

Knitting,  crochet      .. 

•  • 

56,390 

56,390 

Embroidery,  dressmaking 

.. 

28,281 

28,281 

(Signed) 

AUDLET  GOSTiTNG. 

Madrid,  May  21, 1886. 
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PIUMR 


£eport  hy  OoMul  IMer  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeroe  ofltume 
for  Ho  Tear  1884. 

ShIPPUTO  AMD  NaTIOATIOI. 

DxTJLiLS  will  be  found  in  Table  L  annexed^ 
The  imports  and  exports  by  sea  amoanted  to— 


Weight 

Yalae. 

ImpcMrtt  ••        ••         •• 

Exports 

1,000  Kiloa. 
212,106 
480,481 

£ 
2,822,488 
4,496,008 

Total      •« 

642,687 

6,817,486 

Shipping,  &c. 


Imports  and 
exports  by  sea. 


Showing  an  increase  of  48,800  tons,  or  S^  per  cent,  in  weight,  and 
d45,050/.,  or  5f  per  cent,  in  yalne. 

Imfobts. 

There  is  an  increase  of  47,558  tons,  or  29  per  cent.,  in  weight,  and 
151,204/.,  or  7  per  cent.,  in  value,  on  the  previous  year. 

Imports  under  the  British  flsg  amounted  to  844,1551.,  showing  an 
increase  of  165,810/.,  or  24^  per  cent.,  on  the  previous  year ;  in  fact, 
this  increase  surpasses  the  total  increase  of  imports — imports  under 
foreign  flags  showing  a  slight  decrease. 

Imports  from  Qreat  Britain  and  British  colonies  amounted  to 
54,221  tons  weight,  and  846,732/.  value — an  increase  of  6,951  tons,  or 
15  per  cent.,  in  weight,  the  value  being  unchanged. 

Direct  imports  from  the  Uoited  Kingdom  (excluding  the  Colonies 
and  British  India)  have  declined  5,808  tons  in  weight,  and  172,859/.  in 
value ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  increase  of  12,760  tons,  and 
178,848/.  in  value,  on  imports  from  British  India. 

There  is  an  increase  in  china  clay,  cotton  goods,  pig  iron,  iron  bars  Articles 
and  ingots,  raw  jute  and  leather,  linseed  oil,  maize,  olive  oil,  ox  hides,  showing  an 
raw  petroleum,  paddy  rice,  rosin,  caustic  soda,  tobacco  leaf,  and  woollen  increase. 
goods. 

There  is  a  decrease  iu  anchors  and  chains,  coal,  coffee,  cotton  yam,  Articles 
jute  cloth  for  bags,  linen  goods,  sewing  machines,  nails,  refined  petro-  showing  a 
leum,  rags,  soda,  sulphur,  and  wine.  decrease. 

Bice. — ^Imports  have  risen  as  follows :—  Blce« 

Tons. 

In  1882 7,720 

1888 ••        ••        ..         14,260 

1884 •«        ••        ••        28,614 

[126]  B 
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DoriDg  the  year  under  review,  28^65  tons  came  from  Burmah,  l^l^SO 
tons  from  Cochin  China,  and  8,582  tona  from  Japan. 
Feirolemn.  JPetroleuniy  Benzine. — The  importation  of  refined  has  ceased  (— 9,000 

Benzine.         tons).    The  crude  (+22,000  tons)  was  imported— 

Tom, 

From  America 44,000 

Btkn 3,600 


and  refined  here. 

jBtfffjinne.--(+ 5,570  tons)^    Thia  article  was  exported — 

Tons. 

To  France         ••        ••        ^ 2,620 

England        2,147 

Germany      ^«        ••        .^ 802 

ToUl       5,569 


Jate. 


Pig  Iron. 


Jute  is  imported  in  a  raw  state  lor  the  Austrian  jute^pinning  mills 
( +2,000  tons) ;  there  is  in  consequence  a  deorease  (—960  tons)  in  tha 
imports  of  jute  cloth. 

Fi^  Iron  (+8,158  tons)  in  transit  for  the  interior.  Other  imports 
are  of  a  normal  character. 

Britieh  Imports. -^TMAq  No.  YL  gires  a  list  of  86  articles. 


Exports. 


Articles 
showing  an 
increase. 

Articles 
showing  a 
decrease. 


flew  articles 
«f  export. 


EXBOBTS. 

There  is  an  increase  of  only  768  tons,  or  \  per  cent.,  in  weight,  and 
193,840Z.,  or  4;^  per  cent.,  in  value,  on  the  previous  year. 

Exports  under  the  British  flag  reached  2,061,054/.,  an  increase  of 
178,686/.,  or  9  per  cent.,  in  value ;  thus,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  increase 
of  exports  was  carried  under  the  British  flag. 

Exports  to  Great  Britain  and  British  colonies  amounted  to  106,278 
tons,  value  1,745,918/. — an  increase  of  10,900  tons,  or  11^  per  cent.,  in 
weight,  and  101,974/.,  or  6  per  cent.,  in  value.  For  particulars,  see 
Table  VIII. 

There  is  an  increase  in  barley,  bark,  beer,  benzin,  flour,  furniture, 
machinery,  manganese,  rapeseed,  rice,  sugar,  tobacco  leaf,  firewood,  oak 
trunks,  and  beecli  and  flr  staves. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  bay  and  sage  leaves,  beans,  bran,  coffee, 
dried  prunes,  maize,  mineral  waters,  paper,  refined  petroleum,  potatoes^ 
spirits,  starch,  shumack,  wheat,  wine,  square  oak  logs^  oak  boards  and 
planks,  oak  sleepers,  oak  staves,  oak  flooring  staves,  beech  boards  and 
scantling,  flr  beams  and  square  logs. 

There  is  nothing  particular  to  remark  on  the  subject  of  exports, 
excep^ng  to  mention  benzin,  manganese,  and  tanning  barks  as  artidea 
whicn  for  the  first  time  assume  some  importance. 
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Total  Bbitish  Tbadb. 

DiBjccT  Trade  at  Fiume  witb  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
Colonies. 

£ 

187ff 28,000 

1878 485,816 

}oov      #«*  •«  ••  <•  9w  ••  l,08o,4S4 

1882 1,889,048 

1868      <r4         ••         .i        ••         <•         ••         1^484,518 
1884 2,692,650 

T&m  at  Fiome  under  the  British  Flag. 

£ 

1876     «•         ••         ..        88,242 

1878 587,855 

1880 1,247,885 

1882 1,685,271 

1888     ••         ••         tf«         • 2,565,714 

1884 2,905,209 
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Table  No.  II. — ^Imports  from  Oreat  Britain  and  British  Colonies 
at  the  Fort  of  Fiume  in  the  Tear  1884. 


ArUdes. 

Weight. 

Value, 

100  Kilos. 

Florins. 

Alcohol 

$ 

90 

Bacon,  lard          

198 

15,440 

Beer         

40 

720 

Biscaita a. 

46 

828 

Bottled  vine       • 

28 

1,400 

Bronce •         •«         •• 

88 

6,640 

Brooms 

20 

800 

Chaine  and  anchors 

569 

18,666 

China  clay           

12,647 

25,294 

Chocolate.. 

7 

1,760 

Chlorate  of  lime  •  •        ••        •• 

641 

5,769 

Clothes 

80 

25,400 

Coal          

110,640 

221,080 

CoflFee       

8,216 

289,850 

Colza  oil 

2 

78 

Copper 

Corkwood           

188 

21,960 

12 

600 

Cotton  goods       

810 

202,500 

„     oil 

1,988 

77,520 

„     raw          

261 

16,965 

„     twist 

12,081 

1,449,720 

Cream  of  tartar 

69 

15,180 

Brags     • 

178 

12,895 

Felt          

25 

6,250 

firebricks          

600 

462 

Flax,  raw 

58 

8,700 

Furniture 

181 

24,200 

Glassware           ••         ••         •• 

589 

26,950 

Grinding  stone 

21 

429 

Hardware ^. 

2,078 

49,878 

Hemp,  raw           

68 

4,095 

Hides^raw           , 

128 

14,760 

Iron,  bar  ..         

8,182 

88,184 

,,    machines 

517 

77,550 

w    pig 

95,067 

475,885 

„    tools           

21 

441 

f,    tubes          ••         ••         ••         •• 

974 

14,610 

Jute,  raw 

208 

4,060 

„    from  BrHish  India 

19,987 

899,740 

„   cloth  and  bags       

12,118 

606,650 

„   twist           

181 

5,240 

„    woven         ••         ••         ••         •• 

242 

24,200 

Leather 

1,094 

246,150 

Linen  cloth          

688 

68,800 

Linseed  oil          

8,268 

272,844 

Mi^olica 

77 

8,850 

Manganese          ••         ••         ••         •• 

222 

2,220 

Mats,  Ko.  8,750 

75 

1,875 

Mustard  seed       ••        .^        ..        •* 

82 

992 

Kails        

86 

1,806 

Oils  for  lubrication         

846 

12,110 

Oilseed 

268 

8,040 

Palm  oil 

402 

18,090 

Paper • 

61 

2,185 

Paraffin  oil          

807 

9,684 

Potash 

85 

2,295 

Potato  flour         

500 

4,000 

^'reserves 

59 

8,260 

Printing  Ink       

P 

600 
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Kble  No.  II. — ^Imports  from  Orest  Britsin  and  Britisb  ColonieB 
at  the  Port  of  Kome  in  the  Tear  1884— ^continued. 


ArMes. 

Weight. 

Talne. 

100  Kilos. 

Florins. 

*tW)6i6©fl  ••           ••           ••           •• 

S17 

25,860 

Boda       

7M 

5,696 

„     oU 

160 

1,020 

Bfce         

1,171 

15,228 

„     from  British  India 

282,048 

8,024,424 

Bopegoods          

20 

1,000 

Born         .«        ..        

16 

1,840 

Saltpetre 

38 

660 

Sewing  maehines 

112 

8,060 

I3P     ••■ 

oooa         ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

1 

8,015 

100 
77,800 

Star^      ••        ••        ••        ••        •• 

888 

18,788 

Stock  fiih 

00 

2,000 

Tallow 

122 

5,856 

Tar           

462 

7,892 

Tea          

28 

8.740 

Teak  wood  from  Briiiflh  India  .. 

1,520 

11,200 

Tin           

157 

21,852 

,•   pUtei 

757 

12,112 

Tobacco    

1,458 

282.480 

Tftmish 

114 

7,980 

*  Wagon 

800 

2,500 

Wire  rope 

182 

7,280 

Woollen  gooda 

245 

97,200 

Tellowmetal 

280 

24,565 

line         

162 

4,860 

M    white          

81 

980 

Total 

542,211 

8,467,828 
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Table  No.  Ill,— Ezpobts  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies  from 
the  Fort  of  Fiume  in  tlio  Year  18S4. 


Artiele& 


Barley ..        ••        ••        •• 

Hay  leaTM _  ., 

Deans "  •< 

Beech  boards  ..        ••        ••        •• 

„    stayes  (ICslU) , 

Benan »' ,        ••        ••        ••        •< 

Bran < 

Cotton  oil        ., 

IMedpmnes*.        ••        ••    "  ., 

Floor   

Famitnre       ••        ••        ••    '    •, 

Henip,  raw      ••         ••         ••         •. 

Hempeeed 

Iron  machines..        ••        ••        •. 

(Malta)         .•        .. 

Juniper  berries  ••        ••     ^  •. 

Jate 

Macaroni        • '    «, 

Manganese      ..        ••        ••        •. 

Maraschino      ••         , 

Medicines 

Medicinal  roots    ...         ••         •< 

Millet .. 

Mineral  waters  •  •         • .         • . 

Niclcel 

Oak  boards  (m>»  1,1 88)        ••     '    •. 
„    railway  sleepera  (No.  1 3,100)   • . 
„    squared  logs  (m'B 912)..         •, 
,,    stares  (No.  807,100)     •• 
„    trunks  (m>«  8,489)       .. 
Old  copper      ..        ••        •• 

Onions 

Paper  ••         ••         

irepper  ••*       ••         ••         i*         «< 

Rapeseed         

Rice 

Rice  flour       •  • 

Sage 

Spirit  of  wine 

Starch 

Shumac  

Table  wine  (in  cask) 

Tanning  barks  

Tobacco  

„        (GibralUr) 

Worm  wood    • .         . .         •  •         . . 


Weight 


100  Kilos. 

204,364 

78 

8,578 

562 

462 

21,475 

8,874 

152 

10,722 

649.818 

558 

705 

6 

5d7 

62 

61 

18 

24 

8,685 

'28 

10 

245 

100 

7,826 

47 

10,811 

•    12,445 

'     8,664 

9,213 

88,145 

878 

608 

4.,415 

20 

5,690 

7,889 

28,701 

1,068 

812 

2,876 

1,606 

166 

19,456 

78 

2,111 

102 


Total 1,062,780 


VaHie. 


Florins. 

1,684,912 

1,092 

94»308 

2,250 

675 

257,70<^ 

16,870 

6,080 

246,606 

12,996,260 

41,850 

45,825 

168 

89,550 

7,360 

488 

260 

720 

86,S50 

8,220 

250 

18,875 

650 

818,040 

5,640 

61,210 

80,130 

82,882 

67,662 

104,670 

88,570 

6,030 

154,525 

1,800 

68,280 

80,069 

287,010 

13,819 

9,860 

108,500 

14,589 

4,150 

486,400 

3,120 

84,440 

1,682 


17,469,182 
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FRANCE. 

ALOIEBS. 

Seport  hf  CoMuUOmerdl  B*  L.  Play  fair  om  the  Commerce  and 
Agriculture  of  Algeria  far  the  Tear  1884. 

DuBiifG  1884,  705  foreigners  were  naturalised ;  of  these  only  14  Kainnlte- 
"were  British  subjects.    This  makes  the  total  number  of  British  subjects  ^^^'^ 
who  have  acquired  Trench  naturalisation  since  1865  onlj  178.    The 
total  number  of  naturalisations  amongst  the  subjects  of  other  Powers 
during  the  same  period  is  7,384. 

I  mentioned  last  year  that  a  law  had  been  proposed  bj  the  OoTomor- 
General  to  declare  as  French  all  foreigners  bom  in  the  country,  unless 
they  should  expressly  elect  to  retain  their  own  nationality  during  the 
year  in  which  tney  should  come  of  ago.  The  GoTernment  of  France 
refused  to  sanction  this  measure  as  contrary  to  public  law^  and  likely 
to  cause  serious  international  diflBculties. 

Detailed  statistics  of  colonisation  do  not  go  further  back  than  1871.  CoIo&isaiioiL 
From  that  year  till  the  end  of  1884,  501,793  hectares  of  land  were  con- 
ceded by  the  State ;  of  these,  858,445  were  granted  to  individuals,  the 
rest  to  communes  or  public  departments.  The  value  of  this  land  is 
estimated  at  44,776,078  fr.,  and  a  further  sum  of  21,146,029  fr.  waa 
expended  by  the  State  in  settling  the  colonists  to  whom  the  lots  were 
granted.  These  lots  were  13,030  in  number,  and  the  number  of  families 
provided  for  was  11,048.  Of  this  number  only  5,867  now  reside  on 
their  concessions. 

*     It  is  estimated  thid  each  household  thus  settled  by  the  State  has 
cost  2,454  fr.,  and  eacn  person  969  fr. 

Last  year  I  entered  at  considerable  length  into  the  question  of  B^draolio 
irrigation  works  in  Algeria ;  after  showing:  the  probable  cost  and  works, 
fetums  of  barrages  in  general,  I  stated : — "  These  figures  seem  at  first 
so  attractive  that  one  is  tempted  to  ask  why  every  ravine  in  the  colony 
is  not  at  once  turned  into  a  reservoir.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  reverse 
to  the  picture,  and  the  wonder  becomes  how  the  French  have  the 
courage  to  attempt  such  works  at  all." 

A  remarkable  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  occurred 
recently.  I  cannot  do  better  than  reproduce  an  extract  from  the  special 
report  which  I  addressed  to  the  Foreign  Office  at  the  time : — 

St.  Denis  du  Sig  is  a  town  of  about  9,000  inhabitants,  in  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  hiffhly-cultivated  parts  of  Algeria.  Naturally  the 
whole  plain  of  the  Cheliff'is  almost  sterile,  excepting  in  years  when  an 
unusual  quantity  of  rain  falls,  but  the  soil  only  requires  water  to  make 
it  highly  productive.  St.  Denis  du  Sig  has  always  been  cited  as  a 
remarkable  instance  of  what  irrigation  can  accomplish,  the  whole  extent 
of  the  commune  being  like  a  series  of  market  gardens. 

This  state  of  things  was  entirely  owin^  to  a  barrage,  about  three  kiloms. 
south  of  the  town,  capable  of  containing  2,000,000  cubic  metres  of 
water — a  quantity  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  district  in  ordinary  times ; 
but  in  years  of  drought,  when  more  was  required,  it  frequently  failed, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  TAAsrox. 

80  ib  was  determined  to  build  a  much  lurger  one,  about  10  kiloms. 
higher  up  the  stream. 

Tliis  contained  18,000,000  cubic  metres,  a  reserre  sufficient  to  last 
for  (i?e  years.  Some  idea  mtij  be  formed  of  this  mass  of  water  by 
imagining  a  hectare,  or  ^o  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  with  a  depth  of 
1,800  metres. 

In  tlie  afternoon  (8th  February,  1885)  Colonel  Twentyman  drove 
me  to  the  lower  barrage,  which  was  not  only  full,  but  overflowing  to 
a  fteeat  extent.  Having  examined  this  at  our  leisure,  we  left  and  were 
driving  homewards,  when  au  Arab  on  horseback  passed  us  at  full  speed, 
crying  out — **  Save  yourselves,  the  upper  barrage  has  burst."  Having 
picked  up  as  many  people  on  the  road  as  the  carriage  would  hold,  we 
deposited  them  at  Sig,  and  continued  our  course  to  Colonel  Twentyman's 
farm,  about  four  kiloms.  further  to  the  north,  which  place  we  only  just 
readied  as  the  waters  arrived,  covering  the  whole  country  almost  aa 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  carrying  away  in  their  course  Arab 
villages,  haystacks,  cattle,  carts,  <&c.,  with  irresistible  violence. 

As  the  house  was  built  on  rising  ground  it  was  perfectly  safe, 
but  in  a  few  moments  it  became  a  small  island,  and  communication  with 
other  places  was  impossible.  Being  the  highest  and  best-built  house 
in  the  neighbourhood  everyone  who  possibly  could  fled  to  it  for  safety, 
and  all  were  most  hospitably  entertained ;  but  we  spent  an  unpleasant 
night,  picturing  to  ourselves  the  danger  to  which  others  were 
exposed,  which  we  could  not  alleviate,  and  which  darkness  naturally 
served  to  exaggerate. 

The  waters  begun  to  subside  in  about  three  hours,  and  when  I 
proceeded  to  examine  the  scene  of  the  disaster  on  the  following 
morning  the  appearance  of  the  place  was  heartrending.  The  whole 
country  where  the  water  had  passed  was  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of 
mud  and  sand ;  the  crops  were  ruined,  and  the  newly-planted  vines  were 
washed  away,  and  trees  lay  encumbering  the  roads  in  every  direction. 

In  the  town  of  Sig  itself  the  aspect  was  even  worse ;  in  the  lower 
part  there  had  been  seven  feet  of  water,  and  even  in  the  higher  part 
there  was  not  a  building'  the  floor  of  which  had  not  been  submerged. 
The  bridges  over  the  river  at  the  town  and  of  the  railway  were  com- 
pletely demolished,  and  all  the  gardens  and  plantations  in  and  about 
the  town  were  destroyed.  Fortunately  the  alarm  was  given  while  it 
was  still  daylight,  and  people  were  able  to  take  refuge  on  high  ground) 
in  upper  rooms,  or  on  the  roofn  of  houses.  Had  this  happened  at 
night,  as  was  the  case  at  Perregaux  two  years  ago,  the  loss  of  life 
must  have  been  terrible ;  as  it  is,  not  more  than  a  dozen  casualties  have 
been  reported. 

This  barrage  had  onlyjust  been  completed,  and  it  was  filled  this 
year  for  the  first  time.  When  I  was  at  Oran  I  heard  that  it  was  ix\ 
a  precarious  condition,  and  that  percolation  of  water  was  taking  place 
in  the  rock  on  which  it  abutted,  while  an  enormous  cataract  was 
flowing  over  the  dam  itself*  It  was  at  this  abutment  that  the  breach 
occurred ;  the  rush  of  water  naturally  destroyed  the  masonry,  and 
carried  away  the  whole  of  the  lower  barrage.  The  loss  of  this  season's 
harvest  is  serious  enough,  but  it  is  as  nothing  compared  to  the  pros- 
pects  for  the  future.  It  was  only  the  water  of  these  reservoirs  which 
redeemed  the  place  from  sterility,  and  it  must  be  years  before  it  can 
regain  its  former  state  of  prosperity, 

ChOIiEBA. 

Cholera.  In  last  year's  report  I  mentioned  the  appearance  of  a  few  cases  of 

cholera  at  Oran  and  Bdne,  following  the  outbreak  of  that  disease  at 
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Dillon,  and  the  •aaitanr  meAsures  adopted  in  oooaequence.  It  was 
ontirelj  localiaed  in  the  lasaretto  at  B6ae.  In  Orao,  Tlem^^n,  and  the 
plain  of  the  Mioa  the  mortality  was  as  follows  s — 


^(Wn  or  Oommoae. 

Total 

Kmnberof 

Beatlia. 

Intenral 

between  Fint 

and  Last 

Death. 

Maximnm  If  amber  of 
Deaths  per  day. 

Knmber. 

Date. 

OfBB          

toemcen 

XiAliekerra        .. 

BtLaeien 

|3t  Denis  duSig.. 

Jissosia  •• 

829 
185 
99 
88 
58 
56 

Days. 
74 
55 
41 
94 
48 
87 

14 
10 

19  Not. 

w   « 

21    „ 

6    , 

«Oot. 

Total       •• 

765 

Qoarantine  was  again  estabUshed  daring  the  summer  of  1885,  but  Qnanntine. 
tliere  was  no  panic  as  there  had  been  on  the  previous  year,  and  it  was 
raised  as  soon  as  the  authorities  deemed  it  safe  to  do  so ;  there  l>eiDg 
only  one  lazaretto  in  the  colony  where  passengers  were  permitted  to 
pprge  their  quarantine  on  board  the  yessels  in  which  they  arrived. 

AoBieiTLTuax. 

The  population  engaged  in  agriculture  during  1884  consisted  of 
2,908,661  persons,  namely,  170,760  Europeans  and  2,737,895  natives. 
They  owned  370,780  agricultural  implements,  valued  at  20,179,403  fr. ; 
an  increase  of  642,488  fr.  over  the  preceding  year. 

Cattle, — ^The  number  of  animals  of  all  kinds  owned  by  them  was  as  Cattle, 
follows : — 


Proprieton. 

Total 

Bacei. 

European. 

Native.' 

Horses  •• 

Kules 

Asses 

Camels  •• 

O^en 

Sbeep 

Cktato 

Fig* 

81,850 

20,358 

12,858 

1,128 

142,027 

818,685 

85,856 

61,855 

188,840 

120,058 

282,021 

228,808 

984,859 

6,49),894 

8,911,011 

180 

164,690 

140,416 

244,874 

224,481 

1,126,888 

6,810,579 

8,999,867 

62,085 

Total        •• 

678,612 

12,099,666 

1^,778.278 

The  foregoing,  as  compared  with  1888,  shows  an  augmentation  of 
1/882,888  head  of  animals,  principally  sheep,  owing  to  the  pasturage  in 
Ap  Bonth  of  the  colony  having  got  good,  in  consequence  of  two  conse- 
eolive  years  of  abundant  raiiu 
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Oereali.  Cereals. — ^The  culture  of  cereals  in  1884  extended  oyer  an  area  of 

8,002,246  hectares,  the  amount  of  the  crops  being  20,627,ddti  metrie 
quintals.  This  is  an  increase  OFer  1883,  when  the  area  cultivated  waa 
2,871,508  hectares,  and  the  harvest  14,379,012  metric  quintals. 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  the  various  kinds 
of  cereals : — 


DeKTiptloiL 

Europeans. 

KatiTSt. 

Total. 

HectoUtres. 

Quintals. 

HectoUtres. 

Quintals. 

HectoUtres.!     Quintals. 

Soft  wheat 

Hard  wheat        ^ 

Hye          «.       ... 

Bariej      „.       ... 

Oats 

Indian  com 

Millet       ...       ... 

144,234 

167,728 

865 

181,107 

30,764 

4,001 

7,242 

1,268,489 

1,143,778 

5,409 

1,720.165 

394,977 

33,480 

43,177 

58,156 
1,004,978 

1,354;345 

2,463 

7,660 

38,713 

380,926 
6,689,416 

»,68i;967 
30,149 
63,082 
179,321 

202,390 

1,172,706 

855 

1,535,452 

33,227 

11,661 

46.955 

1,648,415 

6,833,194 

^40S 

11,405,132 

425,126 

86,662 

222,488 

Totia 

535,931 

4,609,475 

2,466,315 

16,017,801 

3,002,246 

20,627,336 

Vines. 


Tobacco. 


Vines. — ^In  1884  the  area  under  cultivation  with  vines  was  10,00 
hectares  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  amount  up  t<> 
December  31,  1884,  was  55,706  hectares,  which  produced  890,89^ 
hectolitres  of  wine.  The  appearance  of  the  much-dreaded  Phylloxera 
has  been  announced  at  Tlem9en,  but  energetic  measures  were  at  once 
taken  to  arrest  the  disease,  and  a  prize  was  offered  for  the  best  method 
of  destroying  the  Altise^  another  scourge  with  which  the  vines  are 
infected. 

Tobacco, — ^The  tobacco  crop  produced   much  less   in  1884  than 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progressive  increase  both  in  the  culti- 
vation of  vines  and  tobacco  since  1872 : — 


Tears. 

Superficies 
of  VincB 
Planted. 

Quantity  of 
Wine  Made. 

Soperficies 

of  Tobacco 

Planted. 

Amount  of  Leaf 
Collected. 

Hectares. 

Hectolitres. 

Hectares. 

Kilogrammes. 

1872 

16,688 

227,840 

5,009 

4,025,840 

1878 

17,245 

170,679 

5,872 

4,787,297 

1874 

18,824 

228,999 

6,460 

4,697,762 

1875 

'     20,044 

197,818 

6,620 

5,622,880 

1876 

16,723 

222.425 

7,141 

5,105,929 

1877 

17,128 

265,178 

6,618 

4,674,621 

1878 

17,614 

888,220 

6,819 

4,494,985 

1879 

19,994 

361,525 

9,764 

2,640,988 

1880 

28,724 

432,580 

7,812 

6,750,652 

1881 

80,241 

288,549 

8,880 

4,313,598 

1882 

39,766 

684,885 

8,668 

5,499,054 

1888 

46,286 

824,584 

8,694 

6,227,788 

1884 

56.006 

890,899 

7,957 

4,' 28,742 

Flax. 
Alfa. 


Flax, — About  3,000  hectares  of  flax  were  sown,  principallv  for 
seed,  of  which  2,862,038  kilos,  were  produced. 

idl/a, — In  last  year's  report  I  gave  the  fullest  details  regarding 
the  growth  and  collection  of  alfa.  1  now  subjoin  tables  showing  the 
quantities  shipped  at  the  various  ports  of  Algeria,  and  the  couniries  to 
which  it  was  sent,  during  the  years  1882, 1883,  and  1884. 
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The  total  quaotitj  exported  nnce  the  cotnmenoement  of  the  trade 
in  1867  is  1,020,000  tons,  repre^Dting  a  value  of  about  127^000,000  fr. 


Where  Shipped. 


Kemoort  •• 

Oran 

Araea    .• 
Algien  .. 
FhiUppeTiUe    .. 
BOne      •• 
Bougie  •• 

ToUl 


1882. 


TODi. 

498 

51,688 

20,905 

6,995 

4,548 

1,072 

49 


85,700 


1888. 


Tons. 
1,124 
85,905 
81,825 
6,187 
7,981 
1,191 


84,168 


1884. 


Tons. 

1,710 
55,701 
84,612 

8,821 

10,789 

890 


96,478 


Total. 


Tons. 

8,882 

148,244 

77,842 

16,458 

28,268 

2,658 

49 


266,888 


Destination. 


France  .• 
Sngland.  • 
Spain     .• 
Portugal 
Belgium..         •• 
Other  countries. . 

Total 


1882. 


Tons. 
2,840 

69,674 
9,528 
1,117 
1,541 
1,600 


85,700 


1888. 


Tons. 

2,999 

66.861 

10,588 

1,771 

1,579 

915 


84,168 


1884. 


Tons. 
1,660 

81,467 
6,574 
1,180 
2,988 
2,719 


96,478 


Total. 


Tons. 
6,989 
217,402 
26,640 
4,018 
6,058 
5,284 


266,886 


Marine. — The  following  ia  a  statement  of  the  number  of  sea-going  Marine* 
Teasels  that  entered  the  various  ports  of  Algeria  during  the  year  1884 
compared  with  1883 : — 


Ports. 

Nomber  of  Teasels. 

Tonnage. 

1888. 

1884. 

1888. 

1884. 

Kemonrs          •• 

BeniSaf. 

lCer»«l-Kebhr   •• 

Oimn 

Arcen 

Mostaganem     ••        •• 
Tones 

Algiers 

Delljs 

Bougie 

Dje^ieli 

CoUo 

Stora     .. 
Philipperille    .. 

B6ne 

LaCaUe*. 

71 

157 

97 

1,572 
97 
48 
55 
24 

1,109 

17 

8 

16 

68 

490 

748 

176 

81 

106 

150 

1,018 

80 

85 

25 

15 

942 

5 

21 

8 

16 

41 

415 

548 

186 

4,500 

187,008 

8,181 

504,648 

42,265 

17,566 

8,588 

6,642 

562,896 

829 

4,790 

661 

7,788 

650 

281,145 

818,757 

19,840 

1,119 

89,858 

45,068 

427,692 

86,955 

14,097 

1,190 

6,927 

524,127 

416 

2,887 

591 

8,041 

598 

264,918 

287,221 

6,591 

Total     .. 

4,741 

8,579 

1,915,786 

1,66?,786 

This  shows  a  total  diminution  of  1,162  vessels  for  the  latter  year, 
the  burden  of  which  was  254,090  tons;  in  this  Great  Britain  figured 
for  80  vessels  and  88,410  tons,  caused  by  quarantine  restrictions. 
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Coasting  The  Cabotage,  or  coastbg  trade,  is  entirely  restricted  to  resselt 

twde.  under  the  French  flag. 

COMICSBOB. 

Last  jear  I  reported  the  proposed  assimilation  of  the  import 
duties  in  Algeria  to  those  in  France.  This  came  into  operation  in  the 
berinning  of  the  year ;  but  the  result  will  not  be  apparent  before  the 
end  of  1886,  as  large  stocks  had  been*  purchased  in  anticipation  of  tihe 
chatige. 

Imports.  Itnpart8.^-T!he  imports  during  1884  are  shown  in  the  following 

table :  they  exhibit  a  decrease  of  80,565,357  fr.  compared  with  1883. 
This  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  great  prejudice  caused  to  commerce  by 
the  quarantine  regulations  universally  adopted  in  the  Mediterranean 
after  the  outbreak  of  cholera  at  Toulon  and  Marseilles. 

Exports.  Exports. — The  exports  are  shown  in  the  same  table ;  there  is  an 

increase  ot  31,719,729  fr.,  due  entirely  to  the  abundant  harvest  of  1883- 
84,  and  to  the.  increased  production  of  wine.  The  quantity  exported 
in  1882  was  18,092  hectolitres,  whereas  in  1884  it  was  149,886.  Every 
year  it  promises  to  become  more  important^  in  proportion  to  the  ravages 
caused  by  the  Phylloxera  in  France  and  other  countries. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

CUuBes  of  Merofatndiso. 

Talae. 

Value. 

FiaBM. 

Fnacs. 

Animal  Bubetanceg— 

Live  snimalfl . .         •• 

660,225 

19,662,888 

Animal  products 

6,480,703 

7,298,884 

Pish 

692.007 

2,988,041 

Medicioal  sabetanees. . 

19,40i 

977 

Other  animal  aubstancea      • . 

46,026 

228,238 

Y^table  sabatances— 
Farinaceooa  aabslancea       •  • 

16,114,249 

40,186.917 

Fraits  and  Boeds 

2,682,196 

6,218,469 

Cdonial  produce 

81,971,168 

4,645,621 

Vegetable  fluids 

4,646,078 

4,076,668 

Medicinal  sabstances 

866,881 

289,171 

Wood,  common 

4,294,884 

6,285,443 

Wood,  foreign 

17,811 

10,516 

Fibres 

184,464 

16,771,810 

Dye  Btuffa  and  tan  bark      •  • 

688,844 

2,739,134 

Waste  prodocta 

828,990 

1,029,467 

MineraU- 

Stone,  earths,  &c 

8,778,450 

497,184 

Metals 

16,014.088 

16,146,646 

Manufactured  goods- 

Chemical  substances .  •        •  • 

2,070,676 

446,796 

Bjes  prepared          .  • 

494,765 

104,586 

Colours          ..         ..         •• 

2,764,604 

48,438 

Sundry  compositions.  • 

11,499,691 

1,808,276 

Drinks           

8,118,802 

8,170,800 

Glassware 

4,700,782 

67,668 

Yams 

1,911,291 

84,069 

Tissues           

97,654,868 

7,861,936 

Paper  

6,596,646 

219,608 

Sundry  manufactures 

68,248,062 

6,118,682 

G«kl,  silver,  billion.. 

8,216,866 

28^027,888 

Totak 

289,810,891 

176,897,889 
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It  maj'  be  interesting  to  sbow  the  progressive  increase  in  the  Beyenutf. 
revenue  of  Algeria.    The  following  tables  exhibit  (1)   the  receipts 
from  all  H>UTces  since  1872,  and  (2)  the  budget  of  receipts  and  expenses 
for  1881, 1882,  and  1883. 


Yean. 

Beeeipts. 

1872.. 
1878.. 

Pr. 
81,218,154 
82,142,477 
82,241,690 

1874 

1876 

86,680,849 

1876 

1877 

1878.. 

88,970,410 
87,271,676 
86,076,008 

1879..         

1880 

87,181,871 
88,887,426 

1S81 

40,906,250 

1882 

42,610,481 

1S88 

48,681,607 

BicsiFis. 


Teart, 

Ordinaiy 
Reedptb 

Extraordinary 
Receipts. 

Special 
Beeeipts. 

Total 
Beeeipts. 

1881 
1882 
1888 

Pr. 
82,249,760 
84,442,819 
86,186,694 

Pr. 
8,500,000 
4,100,000 
8,246,888 

Pr. 
6,155,490 
8,967,612 
4,249,679 

Pr. 
■  40,905,260 
42,510,481 
48,681,607 

EXPSSDITITBI. 


Expenditure. 


Tcar^ 

Ordinaij 
Expenses. 

Extraordinary 
Expenses. 

Special 
Expenses. 

Total 
Expenses. 

1881 
1882 
1888 

Pr. 
83,700,997 
83,897,664 
81,669,128 

Pr. 
6,511,659 
4,191,459 
2,807,648 

Pr. 
4,497,804 
4,287,488 
4^530,646 

Pr. 
48,709,960 
41,876,596 
88,507,416 
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Ml5B8. 

The  qaantitj  of  ores  exported  since  1872  is  as  follows  :— 


Tcan. 


Number  of 
Workmen 
Employed. 


Amoont  of  H  iaenl  Exported. 


1872 
1878 

1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
>880 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 


1,889 
2,998 
8,955 
8,850 
4,108 
8,879 
8,280 
8,485 
8,286 
2,805 
2,302 
1,837 
1,577 


Iron. 


Metric 
Qaintalii. 
8,911,895 
4,206»955 
4,602,728 
5,226,800 
4,568,124 
4,505.679 
8,797,888 
4,879,824 
5,964,092 
5,956,568 
5,910,768 
5,688,208 
4,625,021 


Copper. 


Metric 

Quintils. 

1,108 

749 

4,028 

80,196 

68,000 

68,840 

50,087 

29,450 

149,048 

86,876 

179.658 

802.597 

145)708 


Lead. 


Metric 

Qointals. 
85,185 
54,462 
80,497 
28,549 
16,146 
19,287 
28,786 
24,680 
44,589 

105,088 
29,818 
77,808 

184,188 


Abt£8ian  Wells. 

Wells.  Up  to  the  jear  1881  no  serious  attempt  was  made  to  sink  Artesian 

wells,  except  in  tlie  province  of  Constantino.  The  following  is  tho 
resnlt  of  all  the  experiments  made  in  the  colonj  since  the  comnienoe- 
ment  of  operations  :^ 


Departments. 

Searches  reBulting  in 

Algiers. 

Oran. 

Constantino. 

Total. 

Periods,  : 

1882-84. 

1856-84. 

WaUrt  reaching  to  and  above 
the  surface  — 
Namber  of  eounds . . 
Total     depth     of    soonds 

(metres) 

llumber  of  springs  found 

which    did   not    meant 

above  the  surface 
Number  of  springs  found 

which  mounted  above  the 

surface  of  the  soil 
Total    quantity   mounting 

above  surface  (litres  of 

water  per  minute) 

Water  approa'jhing  surfSMse— 
Number  of  sounds  . .         •  • 
Total  depth  (metres) 
Number  of  potable  springs 

found 

Number  of  brackish  springs 

found 

80 
1.288-22 

4 

10 

8,510 

14 
197-00 

14 

•  • 

1 
27-00 

•  • 

1 

90 

16 
621-88 

15 

2 

226 
18,679-62 

812 

888 

281,700 

889 
7,184-89 

268 

58 

257 
19,944-84 

816 

899 

285,800 

419 
7,952-77 

292 

55 

Total  depth  sounded,  metres 

1,485-22 

648-88 

25^14-01 

27,897-61 
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Thus,  up  to  tbe  end  of  18B4,  the  quantity  of  water  from  springs 
reaching  the  surface  of  the  ground  since  1856  for  Constantine,  and 
Binco  1882  for  the  two  other  departments,  was  235  cubic  metres 
per  diemi  or  85,884  per  annum. 

BxMOinrT. 

The  se^'ce  of  the  remount  is  placed  under  a  colonel,  who  is  Remount 
director.    There  is  an  establishment  at  Blidab,  another  at  MostagaAem, 
and  a  third  at  Constantino,  for  the  service  of  these  three  departments. 
*     In  1882  the  State  purchased  2,492  horses  for  1,543,621  fr.,  and 
611  mules  for  317,628  fr. 

In  1883  the  purchases  were  1,690  horses  and  282  mules,  which  cost 
respectively  1,073,609  fr.  and  177,028  fr. 

In  l'«84  there  were  1,195  horses  and  98  mules  bought,  the  sums 
paid  being  778,760  fr.  and  56,670  fr. 

In  addition  to  these  purchases  there  is  a  service  of  hctras^  which  is 
charged  with  the  purchase  of  stallions,  and  their  distribution  in  the 
three  provinces. 

Algiers,  December  22, 1885. 
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GERMANY. 


KONIGSBEEG. 


Btpori  hy  Consul  SHgand  on  the  Tradtt^  Commeree^  and  Agriculture 
of  Kbnigsherg  for  the  Tear  188^. 


Trade 
Depressioiu 


Wheat 


The  tmfayonrable  diaraeter  given  to  the  rear  1884  in  the  pre- 
liminary report  from  this  Coneulnte  has  been  justified  by  the  BtatisHcal 
details  lately  published  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  place, 
whose  report  concludes  vith  the  statement  that  "in  all  but  a  few 
branches  of  business  nothirg  is  to  be  heard  but  complaints.**  The 
commerce  of  the  port  chiefly  depending  on  corn  was  in  the  main 
arrested  in  its  movement  by  the  bad  resuIts^  of  the  BuMian  and  home 
harvei^t  of  1883,  as  \ieli  as  by  an  unfavourable  combination  of  com- 
mercial conditions  at  home  and  abroad.  Of  the  falling  off  in  the 
"wheat  trade  during  the  first  st-veu  oionths  of  the  year,  the  following 
figures  give  the  amount.  The  quantititP  of  wheat  and  rye  weighed 
officially  were  from  January  to  the  end  of  July — 

Tens. 

1882        175,898 

18S8        198,296 

1884        67,710 

The  quantities  of  wheat  shipped  across  the  sea  amounted 

Tons, 

In  1882        ..         ..  296,914 

1888        275..321 

1884        145,622 


Harvesi.  The  harvest  of  1884  was  of  excellent  quality,  and  even  not  inferior 

in  quantity ;  business  therefore  bct-ame  more  lively  in  autumn  for  a  time, 
but  this  movement  was  again  arrested  by  the  favourable  reports  of 
harvest  from  other  countries,  which  brou<»ht  prices  down  to  an  unpre- 
cedentedly  low  level.  The  whole  quantity  of  corn  of  all  kinds  officially 
weighed  in  KOnigsberg  was  as  follows  : — 

Tons. 

In  1888    486,745 

1884    379,068 

There  were  during  the  same  years  shipped  abroad— 

Tons. 

1888        468.860 

1884        887,204 

The  whole  export  by  sea  and  by  rail  was : — 

Tons. 

In  1888    597,000 

1884   400,000 

which  gives  a  diminution  of  33  per  cent* 
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Tke  qoantity  of  busiQess  dooe  wm  not  only  less,  but  imt  relutirely 
lees  remunerative  than  in  1883. 

Of  the  flax  and  betnp  bavinees  there  is  little  favourable  te  repert.  Flax  and 
The  Bnssiaii  flai  harvest;  of  1883  had  been  overvalued  in  qunstity  atnd  Hemp, 
quality,  whieh  led  to  false  calcnlattons  and  unfortunate  dealings ;  the 
harvest  of  1881  was  better  in  quality,  but  considerably  raider  tn 
quantity. 

The  iamde  in  wood,  which  is  the  third  of  the  great  branches  of  Vimber. 
business  m  the  town,  suffered  also  during  this  year ;  the  causes  hemg 
the  lesser  demand  from   abroad,  and  the   increase  of  production  in 
Sweden  and  Norway.    The  export  was  11  per  cent,  less  than  in  1888, 
and  employed  420  ships — ^20  less  than  in  the  year  1883. 

How  other  trades  suffered  will  be  seen  in  the  details  given 
their  different  heading  below. 

The  general  recapitulation  for  the  whole  year  I88I1  gives  for — 


In  1984. 

In  1888. 

Imports 

Exports 

Marks. 
208,667.444 
166,982,421 

Marks. 
237,224,344 
198,871,938 

Total 
OraboQi    .. 

874,649,866 
£18,782,493 

1 

435.596,282 
£21,779,814 

The  commercial  relations  of  Russia  with  Ko'jigsberg  still  continue  Frontier 
as  unsatisfactory  as  in  former  yeart*,  and  to  this  is  owing  in  a  great  Trade  wltk 
measure  the  late  depressed  state  of  the  trade  aud  commerce  of  this  ^""sla. 
place.  There  is  a  constant  and  increasing  battle  of  tariffs  going  on 
on  the  frontiers,  which  embarrasnes  exports  and  imports  on  either  side. 
On  tbeBuBsian  side  there  has  been  an  increase  of  the- import  duty  on 
tea  and  herrings  during  the  past  year ;  but  it  is  not  only  by  means  of 
Cu8tom*house  duties,  common  to  all  nations,  that  Knssia  has  succeeded 
in  damaging  the  trade  of  Konigsberg,  specially  hostile  measures  having 
been  directed  at  it  in  the  shape  of  reduced  railway  tariffs  on  the 
Hussian  lines,  and  especially  on  the  Libau-Uomny  line.  For  a  large 
extent  of  Bussian  territory,  Kbnigsberg  is  the  nearest  and  most 
natural  port,  but  the  freights  have  been  so  reduced  on  the  Bussian 
lines  that  it  is  cheaper  to  export  by  Libau  or  Ri^a  than  by  Edoigsberg. 
The  Prussian  railways  have  of  late  slightly  lowered  their  goods  tariff, 
but  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  compete  with  the  Russian  lines.  In  the 
course  of  the  bst  10  years  the  port  of  Libau  has  been  enabled,  owing 
to  the  excessive  lightness  of  Bussiau  railway  tares,  to  surpass 
Kdnigsberg  as  a  port  of  export  for  grain ;  the  progress  has  been 
astonishing.  The  exportation  of  corn  from  Libau  and  Ki^nigsberg 
were  in  1874 : — 

Tons. 

Libau 74,828 

Kdnig6bei|: 356,965 

whereas  in  1886  the  figures  were : — 

Tons. 

Liban 558,667 

Kdnigsberg 837,000 

The  water  communications  between  EOnigsberg  and  Russia  and 
their  prospect  of  amelioration,  which  forms  anolher  vital  factor  of  the 
oommerdai  welfare  of  KOuigsberg,  is  referred  to  ebe where. 

But  the  question  of  improved  railway  and  water  communications  with  Meansof  Com- 

O  2  mnnieatioD. 
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OSBKAVr. 


Geiman 

Colonial 

Policy, 

Views  of 

K&nigsber^ 

Jonmal. 


Protection. 


Dntiea  on 
Corn. 


Eassia  is  not  the  only  one  whick  occnpies  the  commercial  world  here; 
it  also  necessarily  feels  that  its  future  interests  are  much  involved  in  the* 
general  policy  of  the  empire  in  colonial  and  fiscal  matters. 

As  regards  the  newly-inaugurated  colonial  policy  of  Germany,  which 
has  received  the  adhesion  generally  of  variousrepresentative  bodies  of  com- 
merce in  Germany,  the  **  Vorsteher-Amt,"  of  Kttnigsberg,  gives  its  ap- 
proval ot  it  in  very  modified  terms  : — **  What  economical  gain  the  empire 
can  receive  from  its  colonies,  or  protected  States,  cannot  be  precisely  esti- 
mated. The  stream  of  emigration  can  in  no  case  be  directed  towards  our 
trans-marine  possessions.  They  consist  of  mere  trading  colonies,  whose 
inhabitants  have  small  capacity  as  consumers.  The  hopes  of  a  con- 
siderable rise  of  German  exports,  as  the  consequence  of  our  colonial 
acquisitions,  seem  therefore  to  be  exaggerated.  The  Imperial  law  which 
was  passed  on  the  6th  of  April,  1885,  for  granting  subventions  to 
establish  Postal  steam  communications  with  the  Pacific,  are  more 
calculated  to  give  life  to  a  trans-oceanic  trade.  It  appears  to  us  to  be^ 
doubtful  whether  the  empire,  so  long  as  it  does  not  in  its  own  territory 
adhere  to  a  system  of  free  trade,  but  on  the  contrary  seeks  to  encumber 
importation  in  so  many  ways,  can  bring  about  this  desired  increase  in 
our  exports  to  any  serious  extent.  Increase  of  exports  should  bring 
with  it  increase  of  imports :  the  one  is  not  imaginable  without  the 
other,  since  all  international  trade  is  based  at  the  bottom  on  an  exchange 
of  commodities.  For  us,  at  Kttnigsberg,  the  colonial  policy  and  the 
postal  steam  subventions  have  no  practical  economical  value.  Our 
trade  does  not  extend  to  Africa.  East  Asia,  or  Australia,  and  even  the 
manufacturers  of  our  provinces  are  too  insiG:nificant  to  take  part  in  the 
exports  to  remote  parts  of  the  world.*'  What,  however,  is  of  more 
vital  importance  than  colonial  policy  to  the  trade  of  KOnigsberg,  is  the 
preseverance  of  the  Governmept  in  the  system  of  augmentation  of 
protective  duties.  The  augmentation  of  the  protective  duties  in  the 
present  year  on  corn  and  on  cattle  and  other  articles  has  excited  grave 
apprehension  among  the  mercantile  classes  here.  The  duty  on  imported 
com  and  ryo  has  been  trebled,  that  on  buckwheat  and  Indian  com 
doubled.  The  duty  on  com  and  rye  has  thus  been  raised  from  1  mark  ta 
3  marks  the  100  kilos.  The  duty  on  barley  has  been  trebled,  being 
raised  from  50  pi*,  to  1  mark  50  pf.,  and  the  duty  on  oats  from  1  mark  to 
1  mark  50  \)f,  Kapeseed,  which  hitherto  had  ouly  a  duty  of  30  pf.,  has 
been  raised  to  2  marks  ^  flour  has  been  raised  from  3  marks  to 
7  marks  50  pf. ;  the  duty  on  cattle  has  been  increased  in  some  cases 
800  per  cent. 

That  this  legislation  has  been  adopted  in  the  interest  of  the  land- 
owners adrrtits  of  no  doubt,  but  it  is  the  fixed  idea  among  the  ])romoter8 
of  this  legislation  that  it  is  the  importer  and  not  the  consumer  who  pay 
these  taxes.  The  increase  of  taxes  is  not,  Irowever,  so  detrimental  to 
the  trade  of  Konigsberg  as  might  be  anticipated,  for  these  duties  only 
aflect  the  imported  foreign  wheat  which  is  consumed  in  Germany,  while 
tiie  greater  part  of  the  corn  trade  of  Konigsberg  consists  in  exporting 
Eussian  wheat  to  foreign  countries — a  transit  wheat  trade,  in  fact, 
and  corn  in  transit  is  not  subjected  to  any  tax.  As  far  as  the  corn 
export  trade  of  Konigsberg  is  concerned,  that  is  only  affected  by  the 
augmented  duties,  through  the  fact  that  the  price  of  home-grown  wheat 
is  increased  by  them,  and  so  its  serviceability  as  an  export  diminished. 
Next  to  the  increased  duties  in  the  export  of  corn,  those  proposed  on 
the  import  of  wood  has  affected  most  the  commercial  world  here. 
It  was  at  first  proposed  to  quadruple  the  duty  on  forest-cut  timber^ 
and  to  raise  it  fourfold  and  even  eightfold  for  sawn  wood  and  wood 
in  planks,   and   to    raise   it   twenryfold  for   rectangular  beams— aa 
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augmentation  of  dut^  which  would  amount  to  absolute  prohibition  in 
some  of  the  above  articles. 

The  Edaigsberg  merchants,  alarmed  at  a  proposal  which  threatened  Umber  Trade, 
to  annihilate  their  wood  export  trade,  joined  with  the  merchants  of 
Tilsit,  ani  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Eeichstag,  which  succeeded 
in  alleviating  some  of  the  evils  which  threatened  the  export  trade.  The 
augmentation  of  the  duty  on  imported  wood  destined  for  German  con- 
sumption cannot  but  have  a  prejudical  effect  on  the  internal  wood  trade 
of  tbc  country,  and  especially  in  the  interests  of  the  German  sawmills, 
whose  materials  for  operation  are  chiefly  supplied  by  foreign  wood. 
The  object  of  the  augmentation  of  the  tax  is,  no  doubt,  to  force  the 
German  consumers  to  make  use  of  the  wood  of  German  forests  and  so 
ir.crease  their  value,  but  the  forests  in  these  districts  are  not  of 
sufficient  extent  to  be  eaual  to  the  demand,  and  have  not,  moreover,  for 
the  roost  part,  good  and  cheap  water  ways  by  which  the  wood  can  be 
brought  to  market. 

The  value  of  the  forests  may,  no  doubt,  be  increased  by  the  increase 
of  duty,  but  the  interests  of  the  public  will  undoubtedly  sufier. 

Another  projected  tax  which  has  excited  consternation  in  the  com-  Bxciiaog« 
mercial  world  is  the  proposed  *'  Boersensteuer,"  or  exchange  tax,  which  Tax. 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Keichstag,  and  for  which  the  proposed  text  of  the 
law  has  lately  been  published,  various  projects  of  this  kind  have  been 
started.  The  original  idea  was  to  tax  only  time  bargains  on  the  Stock 
Exchange,  but  it  was  subsequently  expanded  into  a  project  for  taxing 
all  commercial  transactions.  Such  a  storm  of  expressions  of  dissatis- 
faction was  raised  at  this  latter  proposal  that  it  was  entirely  abandoned 
for  the  time.  The  project  was,  however,  revived  again  in  a  modified  lornj, 
and  has  now  passea  into  law.  The  original  idea  was,  as  we  have  said,  to 
lay  a  tax  on  gambling  transactions  on  the  Exchange,  but  it  was  found  so 
impossible  to  draw  any  clear  line  of  distinction  between  these  and  other 
Exchange  transactions,that  the  idea  has  expanded  into  a  scheme  for  taxing 
all  transactions  in  commodities  usually  dealt  with  on  the  Exchange  in 
the  way  of  time  bargains  ;  but  the  text  of  the  law  now  published  is  said 
to  be  so  difficult  of  interpretation  that  no  one  knows  at  present  what 
'bargains  are  taxable  and  what  not.  The  laws  for  the  insurance  of  work- 
men against  accidents  and  sickness  have  too  recently  come  into  opera- 
tion for  any  estimate  to  be  formed  as  to  their  effect. 

The  Imperial  law  of  the  18th  of  July,  1884,  respecting  joint  stock  Jomt  Stock 
companies,  and  the  law  of  the  6th  of  June,  1884,  which  establishes  a  Companies, 
tax  on  mercantile  contracts,  offer  further  proof  of  the  tendency  of  the 
State  authorities  to  place  commerce,  so  tar  as  possible,  under  official 
restriction,  and  to  set  it  under  the  harrow  of  taxation. 

Shipping. 

If  the  ports  of  Konigsberg  and  Pillau  are  taken  together,  fewer  Shipping, 
vessels  frequented  them  than  in  former  years.  More  ships  of  heavy 
burden,  however,  came  to  Konigsberg,  since  steamers  were  able  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter, 
to  come  up  the  Fregel,  which  is  usually  not  possible.  The  Pregel  was, 
however,  closed  for  sailing  ships  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the 
6th  of  February,  then  open  up  to  the  9th  of  March ;  on  the  17th  of 
March  it  became  again  ice  tree,  and  remained  so  till  the  26th  of 
November,  after  which  time  it  remained  closed  till  the  141;h  of  Decem- 
ber, when  it  became  open  again  for  a  few  davs.  As  steamers  were  able  to 
make  their  way  to  Konigsberg  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  it  is 
supposed  that,  with  the  help  of  the  ice-breaker  recently  constructed  at 
Eloing,  sailing  vessels  might  have  done  the  same. 
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FxtighU.  The  freights  were  very  low,  and  could,  as  in  the  preceding  year, 

hardly  cover  the  running  expenses.  In  January,  from  Pillau  to  the 
East  coast  of  Great  Britain,  for  wheat  Is,  6d.  to  9d,  per  500  lbs. ; 
beetroot  sugar,  6s,  9d. ;  rags,  lU.  to  12m,  6d, ;  hemp,  ld«.  to  15f.  per 
ton.  To  Eotterdam  and  Antwerp,  Is.  to  Is.  9d,  In  the  next  months 
freights  receded  further  considerably.  Sailing  vessels  obtained  ^«.  to 
7s.  per  load  of  50  c.f.  fir  sleepers ;  ISs.  per  standard  of  fir  planks  to 
England;  12s.  per  load  wood  to  Cardiff;  ISs.  per  ton  rags  to  New 
York.  In  October  the  freights  rose  tsomowhat :  for  wheat  to  London, 
Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.;  sugar,  Ss.  to  Ss.  6d. ;  hemp,  16s.  to  17s.  6d. ;  rags, 
12s.  6d.  To  Hull,  Is,  Bd.  to  Is.  4j^. ;  to  Rotterdam  and  Antwerp, 
Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  In  November  and  December  there  was  a  lively 
demand  for  steamers  to  Holland  and  Belgium.  From  Konigsberg  to 
Botterdam  and  Antwerp,  Is.  9d. ;  14  to  16  marks  have  been  paid  per 
load  wood  to  Amsterdam.  The  freights  out  were  from  London  for 
steamers  per  ton  of  tea  I/.,  coffee  11,  2s.  6d.  to  11.  5s.,  oil  17s.  to  II., 
rice  12s.  6^.,  leather  11.  109.,  cassia  11, 15s.  From  Hull,  per  ton  of 
iron,  12s.  5d. ;  parts  of  machines,  1/.  lO^.  to  1/.  15s, ;  cotton,  11.  5s. ; 
shoddy, 2/.  5s.  to  21.  10s.  From  Amsterdam,  Eotterdam,  and  Antwerp, 
for  iron  wares,  12  marks  to  15  marks ;  coffee,  24  marks  per  1,000 
kilos.  Sailing  vessels  obtained  from  the  East  coast  of  Scotland  61.  5s. 
to  7L  17s.  6d.  per  keel  of  coal ;  Is.  Id.  to  2s.  per  barrel  of  herrings. 

Impobts  jlsd  EiPOBTS  OF  Grain. 

Wheat.  *  Wheat. — ^The  stagnation  in  business  which  prevailed  at  the  end  of 

the  preceding  year  continued  also  during  the  whole  of  the  spring  and 
summer.  In  spite  of  decreasing  prices  there  was  no  demand  from 
abroad,  consequently  there  was  a  smaller  export  in  spring  than  had 
been  known  for  many  years.  Wheat  was  exported  only  to  Denmark 
and  Sweden.  Notwithstanding  this  condition  of  things,  prices  remained 
higher  here  than  abroad,  in  consequence  of  deficient  supplies  from 
Sussia.  The  prospect  of  a  good  crop  caused  a  continuance  of  dulnesa 
in  the  summer  months.  At  first,  in  the  autumn,  the  trade  was  con- 
siderable. The  harvest  in  the  south  of  Kussia  turned  out  exceptionally 
good  in  quantity  and  quality ;  weight  of  138  to  140  lbs.  Dutch. 

The  equally  favourable  reports  of  the  harvest  for  all  countries  made 
Sussian  producers  hasten  to  bring  as  much  wheat  as  possible  to  this 
market  in  view  of  a  fall  of  prices ;  but  in  spite  of  the  good  quality  of 
the  wheat  and  extraordinary  low  prices  the  demand  was  small.  In  this 
retrograde  state  of  the  market,  175  marks  to  130  marks  were  paid  for 
high  mixed,  165  marks  to  125  marks  for  mixed,  and  160  marks  to 
125  marks  for  red,  per  1,000  kilos ;  in  October  prices  were  10  marks 
to  15  marks  higher,  and  were  maintained  till  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
heavy,  red,  glassy  wheat  was  chiefly  exported  to  England,  particularly 
to  London,  Belgium,  the  Bhine  proviuoe,  and  Saxony;  the  other 
qualities  were  later  in  demand  for  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Belgium. 

The  supplies  of  wheat  and  rye,  which  have  been  imported  into  this 
place  in  1884  from  1st  August  to  dlst  December  were : — 

Tons  of  1,000  kUoB. 

Wheat 88,217 

Bye .,     46,155 

In  1882  and  in  1888,  during  the  same  period,  there  came  to 
Konigsberg : — 
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Articles. 

Tom  of  1,000  kilos. 
_ __  _.  . 

In  1882.     ;     In  1888. 

Whent 

By 

23,089       i        9,647 
44,868      j       8,796 

J5^e.— The  trade  in  rye,  like  that  of  wheat,  was  dull  iu  sale  from  the  Bye. 
^commencement  of  the  year  till  the  middle  of  April,  caused  partly  by 
the  cold,  rainy  weather.  The  prospect  of  a  rise  was  specuhited  on  bj 
time  bargainers  on  the  Berlin  Exchange,  consequently  in  a  few  days 
the  prices  rose  to  about  12  marks  per  1,000  kilos.  During  the  summer 
months  rye  continued  to  be  in  greater  demand  than  wheat,  but  the 
business  done  was  small,  and  that  chiefly  with  the  German  Baltic  ports, 
on  account  of  want  of  supplies  from  Bussia,  consequently  prices 
remained  stationary.  The  quality  of  the  harvest  was  here  and  in 
Bussia  exceptionally  good — the  weight  standing  often  at  128  lbs.  to 
130  lbs. — but  in  quantity  the  yield  was  smaller  than  in  wheat :  the 
aupplies,  particularly  of  lighter  qualities,  were  not  sufficient,  and  the 
demand  was  considerable,  consequently  the  lighter  qualities  have  been 
proportionally  better  paid  than  the  heavier.  The  exportation  was 
chiefly  to  Stettin,  Berlin,  and  Sweden.  Prices  were  for  Bussian  rye  of 
124*5  weight  about  120  marks ;  home-grown  of  128*9  weight,  about 
135  marks  per  1,000  kilos.  In  the  last  months  prices  receded  from 
6  marks  to  10  marks.  At  the  end  of  the  year  sufficient  supplies  of 
home-grown  came  into  the  market. 

JSor/tfy.— The  demand  for  barley,  particularly  for  feeding,  was  Barley, 
urgent ;  consequently  both  stocks  and  supplies  found  ready  buyers  up 
to  the  summer  months,  during  which  the  supplies  were  not  sufficient 
for  the  urgent  demand.  Prices  were  108  marks  to  120  marks  in  summer, 
and  in  autumn  92  marks  to  100  marks,  according  to  quality.  The  fine 
qualities  to  be  used  in  malting  came  only  in  small  supplies.  The  prices 
of  iiome-grown  ruled  130  marks  to  148  marks. 

Oats, — ^The  observations  as  to  barley  apply  also  to  oats.  After  the  Oats, 
harvest  increasing  supplies  came  from  Russia,  but  without  ^eat  results. 
Home-grown  ruled  first  from  110  marks  to  132  marks,  rose  in  summer  to 
142  marks,  and  sunk  then  in  autumn  to  128  marks  and  116  marks. 
Bussian,  in  spring,  from  92  marks  to  112  marks,  in  summer  112  marks 
to  124  marks,  and  in  autumn  only  98  marks  to  104  marks. 

JPeaa. — White  boilers  from  Bussia  were  sold  only  for  London  at  low  ^^^ 

S rices ;  others,  as  seed,  were  called  for  only  by  Stettin  and  Berlin, 
'eeding  peas  were  in  good  dry  quality,  and  in  demand  for  the  Baltic 
ports  and  Holland.  Prices  ruled  from  135  marks  to  155  marks.  Grey 
peas  were  exported  to  England  only  in  small  quantities ;  the  chief 
supplies  went  to  North  and  West  Germany.  All  sorts  were  nearly 
equally  high  in  prices. 

Beam. — ^The  stocks  of  white  beans  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  Beau, 
preceding  year  went,  in  the  course  of  six  months,  to  Germany,  England, 
aad  FniDce,  at  the  prices  of  140  marks  to  160  marks  and  214  marks, 
according  to  quality.  Largo  supplies  came  in  autumn,  but  there  was 
▼ery-  little  demand;  prices  fell  from  170  marks  to  180  marks;  in 
tramitu  from  130  marks  to  160  marks,  and  remained  in  stock.  The 
trade  in  yellow  beans  was  better ;  the  prices  were  high :  180  marks  to 
196  marks  in  transitUj  and  they  were  in  good  demand ;  no  stocks.    The 
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Tares. 
Backwheat 

Linseed. 
Rape. 
Clorer  Seed. 


Timothj. 
Poppy. 

AnUeed. 

Caraway. 
Kustard. 


Com  Weigh- 
ing. 


trade  in  grey  beans  in  I88I1  was  insignificant ;  prices  were  125  marks 
to  135  marks,  according  to  quality. 

Tares.^Tnefi  were  in  ^ood  demand,  but  in  small  supplies ;  prices 
were  130  marks  to  138  marks. 

Buchtheat — Prices  ruled  from  100  marks  to  115  marks.  The 
trade  in  buckwheat  was  insignificant  from  want  of  supplies.  The  trade 
in  buckwheat  groats  was  likewise  verj  small  compared  with  former 
years ;  prices  152  marks  to  170  mariis,  aoeording  to  quali^* 

Linseed. — Fine  qualities  were  exported  to  Londcm,  Germany,  and 
Belgium,  and  were  in  very  good  demand ;  others  to  Norway  and  Hull. 

Bape, — ^The  harvest  was  of  especially  good  and  dry  qnali^.*  Prices 
fetdied  first  242  marks  per  1,000  kilos.,  then  rose  to  about  254  marlra. 

Clover  Seed. — In  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  home-gtown  red 
dofer  supplies  came  from  America,  France,  Silesia,  Bussia^and  Austria. 
Prices  were :  American  iVom  SOmarks  to  60  marks ;  FreBch,  56  marks ; 
SOesian  from  62  marks  to  61  marks;  Austrim  from  45  narka  to  £0 
marks ;  Bussian  fh)ra  56  marks  to  60  marks ;  South  Euaaian  to04i  mmriis. 
Prices  receded  to  40  marks  and  50  marks  in  consequence  of  simikur 
Hupplies  at  the  Baltic  ports.  Prices  of  the  fresh  barrest*  in  demand  for 
Denmark,  were  from  46  marks  to  47^  marks.  The  pnces  of  white 
clorer  realised  first  60  marks,  then  rose  to  100  marks,  and  fell  after  tiie 
first  fresh  supplies  to  40  marka  and  70  marke.  Of  green  eIo?ar  large 
quantities  went  to  England.  The  prices  receded  gradually  from  50 
marks  and  60  marks  to  80  marks  and  50  marks. 

TimMif.—The  business  waa  rery  heary :  smi^  demand  and  little 
profit.    Prices  were  higher  than  abroad. 

Poppy. — ^This  trade  was  in  1884  very  insignifieaot  eompavsd  with 
former  years.  Nearly  all  supplies  remained  in  stock.  Prieea  were  for 
home-grown,  16  marka  20  pf. ;  for  Bussian,  1^  marka  17^  pi 

Aniseod. — ^In  conaequence  of  the  low  railway  freighta  in  Roaeia^  the 
snppKes  which  came  formerly  to  this  place  went  to  Bt^  and  Idbau  in 
If^h,    Prices  were — 19  marks  24  pf,  according  to  quality. 

Caraway. — ^This  article  was  in  good  demand  for  JSngland,  Sermaay, 
and  Austria. 

Mustard  (  F«/2ot£;).— Prices  of  the  old  stocks  ruled  from  9  msffka  to  15 
mariLs.    The  demand  was  yariable. 

Mustard  {Brotm). — There  was  no  demand,  ahhcmgli  the  prieea  fbll 
from  8  marks  11  pf.  to  7  marks  10^  pf. 

Com  Weighing. — ^The  retrograde  moxement  of  the  comr  trafie  in 
1884  made  itself  especially  felt  in  the  business  of  ettaei  weiring. 
There  are  three  sorts  of  weigbera— -the  regular  weighevsy  tte  ttustaut 
weighers,  and  the  reserre  assistant  weighers.  The  first  two  classes 
of  them  were  nearly  wholly  employed  in  the  previous  year  up  to  ^e 
month  of  NoTomber,  while  in  the  past  year  the  regular  weighen  were 
able  to  do  the  businesa  neariy  alone  for  the  first  six  months,  and  for 
last  of  business  the  assistant  weighers  were  all  disnisaad  on  tbe^l4ili  of 
Tune.  Towards  the  end  of  August,  when  the  new  harreat  began  to  be 
thrown  into  the  market,  the  assistant  weighers  wwe  veealle4  ffnd  in 
the  month  of  September  the  weighers  of  the  rtiBOifo  were  A»wb  upon. 
Thi  import)  however,  tell  ofi^  so  rapidly  in  the  month  of  Noiembw  tkit 
tiie  reserve  weighers  were  again  discharged,  as  abo  waie  the  aaauiant 
weMters  towards  the  end  of  the  rear. 

The  amount  of  com  officially  weighed  in  ISM  waa  ftOjKt^  tons, 
agaiaat  946,048  tons  in  1868. 
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Flax,  Hemp,  akd  Codilla. 


Flax,  Ac.  The  official  returns — that  is  the  returns  of  the  customs,  railways, 

and  weighing  machines — do  not  give  the  whole  amount  of  the  imports 
of  these  articles,  since  the  flax  which  goes  to  the  spinners  is  not  included 
in  them.  The  official  returns,  however,  of  imported  or  exported  flax, 
hemp,  and  codilla,  give  about  the  same  results  as  in  1883 — that  is. 
55,896  to  58,108  tons  respectively.  The  business,  however,  done  in 
1883  in  these  articles  was  considered  bad,  and  it  is  considered  to  have 
been  equally  bad  in  1884.  As  the  reports  of  the  flax  harvest  in  £ussia  in 
'  1883  were  much  exaggerated,  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  prices  wei^t 
down,  and  contracts  were  made  which  had  later  to  be  executed  at  a  loss, 
since  prices  in  Eussia  went  up  rapidly,  when  the  exceptionally  bad 
nature  of  the  harvest,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  was  discovered. 

Not  only  was  the  harvest  extremely  small,  but  the  flax  itself  had 
all  the  faults  which  bad  flax  can  have.  The  fibres  lacked  pliancy  and 
strength,  the  preparation  was  generally  bad,  and  the  colour  of  it  was  also 
bad.  The  consequence  was  that  the  spinners  for  the  most  part  declined 
altogether  to  buy,  and  continued  to  cut  up  the  better  flax  of  188^,  of 
which,  fortunately  for  them,  stocks  still  remained.  In  cousequence  of 
this  attitude  of  the  manufacturers,  prices,  which  had  gone  up  in  Bussia, 
again  fell. 

The  variations  of  prices  from  commercial  causes  were  also  aggravated 
by  the  variations  of  value  of  the  Bussian  paper  rouble.  Such  was  the 
state  of  things  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  in  the  month  of  June 
the  spinners  could  no  longer  hold  out  on  the  old  stocks,  and  prices 
began  again  to  rise  in  Bussia,  and  this  rise  was  aflected  by  the  unfavour- 
able reports  of  the  new  harvest  in  Bussia,  as  well  as  by  the  unfavour- 
able reports  from  Belgiam,  France,  and  Ireland. 

Prices  rose,  including  the  diflereuce  of  value  of  the  Bussian  paper 
rouble,  from  10  to  12  marks  per  100  kilograme  towards  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Prices  ruled  generally  as  follows : — 

Watered  Crush  Flax, — That  from  Ponoviesh,  Schadow,  and  Dalhino 
realised  from  55  to  56  marks  per  100.  kilos. ;  Bodolian  and  Wilkomir 
from  54  to  55  marks;  Kardan  and  Kowno^and  the  similar  qualities, 
fetched  from  50  to  52  marks.  Lower  sorts,  from  40  to  45  marks  for 
No.  1 ;  34  to  38  for  No.  2. 

Slanitz  Flax. — Woloschner  fetched  from  52  to  53  marks  ;  Dalhino 
and  Wcliser,  46  to  47  marks ;  Kowno  and  other  ordinary  sorts  from 
40  to  42  marks. 

Totos  and  Codillas. — Paretscher,  No.  1,  fetched  from  46  to  47  marks ; 
No.  2,  83  to  34  marks ;  Polish,  No.  1,  from  36  to  41  marks ;  No.  2, 
18  to  24  marks ;  No.  3,  from  10  to  14  marks. 

The  harvest  of  1884  is  described  as  of  a  good  middling  one  for 
quality,  and  in  this  respect  a  great  improvement  on  the  previous  years ; 
but  the  quantity  is  extraordinarily  small,  and  will  be  a  third  smaller  than 
an  average  harvest.  On  account  of  the  dry  weather  of  last  summer 
the  stalks  did  not  in  many  places  attain  the  required  length,  and 
whole  fields  were  in  some  places  mown  down  as  useless. 

^«7np.-=— The  business  in  hemp  was  very  unsatisfactory  during  the 
whole  year.  The  high  prices  demanded  in  Bussia  coidd  not  be  made 
to  harmon^e  with  the  state  of  the  foreign  markets.  On  the  1884  crop 
judgments  were  at  variance  for  a  time,  but  it  appears  now  that  the  new 
hemp  contains  much  short  goods,  and  does  not  reach  an  average  quality. 
There  was  little  variation  in  price  during  1884.  Prices  ruled  during 
the  year  for  the  100  kilos,  from— 
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Fine  Polish 58  to  64 

Batsian 68      58 

St.  Petersburg 52      57 

Hemp  Tow, — ^This  article  was  in  good  reqaest  througbout  the  year, 
and  was  paid  according  to  quality,  from  12  to  17  marks  per  cwt. 

Wood. 

The  wood  trade  at  Konigsberg,  although  not  so  important  as  at  Timber. 
Dantsip",  is  still  one  of  the  chief  branches*  of  commerce  of  the  town,  and 
in  this  the  reports  for  the  year  are  unfavourable.  The  export  trade 
HufTered,  as  in  previous  years,  from  a  decline  of  demand  from  England, 
France,  Holland,  and  Belgium,  and  had  also  to  contend  with  an 
increa^d  produce  for  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Finland ;  and  therefore, 
in  spite  of  low  freights,  there  was  little  bu:»ines8  done  until  late  in 
the  autumn  in  the  way  of  export.  Later  the  dealers,  however,  were 
tempted  to  take  advantage  of  the  lowuess  of  prices  for  freight,  and  sell 
at  reduced  prices,  so  that  this  profit  was  extremely  small  for  the  whole 
year.  The  quantity  exported  was  51,354  lasts  ngainsl  57,543  lasts  in 
1883,  which  shows  a  reduction  of  about  IL  per  cent. 

Oak  logs,  planks,  and  mnsts,  and  also  fir  and  pine  logs,  which 
usually  are  directed  to  France  and  England,  could  be  sold  only  at  a  loss 
during  the  whole  season. 

The  business  in  sleepers  was  dull  and  without  profit,  the  large 
stocks  remaining  over  the  winter ;  and  the  abundant  supplies  in  the 
rival  ports,  combined  with  smallness  of  demand,  made  prices  fall 
10  per  cent.,  and  the  owners  of  stocks  held  in  hoping  for  better  times. 

Staves  for  herring  barrels  were  supplied  to  Scotland  in  about  the 
same  quantity  as  last  year,  but  at  lower  prices,  and  the  lowness  of 
freight  alone  rendered  possible  business  during  a  part  of  the  year. 

Aspen  logs  for  the  manufacture  of  matches  were  exported  in  greater 
quantities  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the  competition  of  the 
produce  of  Finland  made  their  sale  less  remunerative. 

A  much  less  quantity  of  alderwood  was  exported  therein  in  1883, 
owing  to  the  existence  of  large  stocks,  and  the  fall  in  price  of  common 
cedar. 

Mining  timber  and  pit  props  have  been  for  ^he  first  time  exported 
to  England  in  the  course  of  the  past  vear. 

Sawn  planks  went  off  heavily,  and  often  with  loss. 

The  business  in  firewood  was  also  not  satisfactory,  nothwitbstanding 
that  in  consequence  of  the  mild  winter  and  the  absence  of  sledge-roads 
prices  went  up. 

Coals  and  coke  continue  to  displace  wood  as  a  heating  material. 

The  towns  of  Memel,  Tilsit,  Konigsberg,  and  the  adjacent  districts 
are  almost  exclusively  provided  with  logwood  from  the  district  of  the 
Niemen ;  but,  as  has  been  previously  remarked,  forest  labour  and  the 
transport  of  wood  were  made  very  difilcult  by  the  mild  weather,  and 
this  was  especially  the  case  with  alder  and  birch  wood,  which  grow 
chiefly  in  marshy  districts.  Of  these  two  kinds  of  wood,  a  third  less 
was  conveyed  to  Konigsberg  than  in  the  preceding  years.  However,  as 
the  fresh  supplies  came  nearly  two  months  earlier  than  in  the  past  year, 
prices  receded  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  lo^s  than  in  1883,  and  were  about 
as  follows : — 
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Fir  logs  in  the  bark 


Inches'.  Cords.    Marks,  pf.     Marks,  pf. 
. .     7x7    from    3    50   to   4    50  per  pieoe 
..8x7  6    00         6     50        „ 

..    10    X    7  9    50       10     60        „ 

0  inches,  400  to  425  marks  per  60  pieces  (schock)  of  878  cords 
10      „       475      500  „  „  „ 

11  inches,  ehort,  600  to  650  marks  per  schock  of  878  aordi 


>$              n 

12 

ft 

middle,  775 

850 

«)              f» 

18 

9f 

„     1,000 

1,150 

Pine,  roond  logs 

12 

» 

„        800 

850 

jy               ti 

18 

ft 

,.        975 

1,025 

Alder            „ 

18 

9t 

»      1,000 

1,050 

Birch            „ 

18 

n 

» 

1,000 

Asp               „ 

18 

>f 

>» 

1,500 

Pine,  mardassen 

»• 

•  • 

•  •               •  • 

1,050 

There  were  at  work  13  steam  sawmilis  of  about  240  horpe-power. 
According  to  private  reports  the  importation  of  wood  was  as  follows: 

A, — IifPORTATioy  from  ErUtisin. 


.   Articles. 

1884. 

1888. 

Fir  logs,  round 

Kne  „        „             

Poles  and  spars         

Oak  ronnd  logs         

Sundries— ash,  birch,  alder,  &c.      • . 

Schock. 

1,020 

77 

1,401 

25 

163 

Schock. 

1,084 

162 

149 

48 

255 

Total 

2,686 

•• 

Equal  to  60  pieces. 


Tear. 

Schock. 

Sq.  Meters. 

Value. 

1684        

1888        

1882         

2,686 
1,600 
1,168 

101,700 
98,000 
60,6o0 

Marks. 

1,457,000 

.  1,500,000 

92(1,000 

B. — I]fK)UTATrOK  from  Other  Countries. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Sq.  Meters. 

1,400 

70 

39,000 

400 

114,000 

5,800 

160,070 

Value. 

Fir  and  pine  laths,  mardassen  .. 

Oak  pknks  and  poles 

Oak,  fir,  pine,  alder,  sawn  goods  of 

„    staves  (about  1,236  sehook) 
Sleepers  (about  700,416  pieces) 
Billetwood         ..         .,         ., 

Total        

Marks. 
28,700 
2,500 
1>1M,100 

4,000 

1,880,400 

52,000 

8,066,700 

Digitized  by 


Google 


KONIOSBKBa. 

The  total  figures  of  the  importation  were — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

18S4 

1888 

1882 

Sq.  Meters. 
262,370 
299,800 
249,700 

Mark^. 
4,524,200 
4,685,000 
5,220,000 

The  exportation  of  wood  articles  in  1884  was — 


Articles. 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

Oak  batks  and  poles,  about      . . 
Fir  and  pine  balks  and  latha   .. 

Billet  wood        

Sawngooda       

Sleepers  (487,606  pieces) 

Oakstaras        

Sq.  Meters. 

1,424 

2.868 

28,864 

87,562 

66,899 

66 

Marks. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total          

Against  1883 

„      1882        ••         .. 

182,678 
168,799 
169,682 

2,866,800 
8,650,000 
4,420,000 

The  exportation  according  to  countries  was  as  follows 

:— 

CbmMei. 

VeaKla. 

QnanUty. 

Sq.  Meters. 

Lasts. 

Byssa- 
Grcat  Britein  and  Irtlaad  .. 
Gemaoy 
France  and  Belgium 

Holland        

Denmark 

BnaM           

,, 

61,086 

51,928 

10,190 

4,017 

5,188 

280 

«  28,680 
=-20,120 

-  8^80 

-  1,554 
>«   1,940 
«      110 

ToUl 

Against  1883    .. 
„       1882    .. 

4S1 
444 

447 

182,678 
158,781 
159»682 

-01,854 
-67,648 
-60»881 

By  rail  about  454  waggons  of  sundries  in  1884,  against  549  waggons 
in  the  jprecedtng  year.  Kouigsberg,  howerer,  in  regard  to  the  wood 
trade,  lies  under  considerable  disadvantages  as  compared  with  the  ports 
of  Dantzic  and  Meroe],  from  its  inferior  water  communicationa  with  the 
interior,  as  well  as  from  the  absence  of  a  deep  water  way  through  the 
'^  Frische  Haff.**  Its  competitors  lie  close  on  the  aea,  and  have  neither 
canal  tolls  nor  lighter  costs  to  reckon  with  in  thei  r  wood  traffic.  Yarioua 
remedies  are  proposed  for  lighteninjr  the  disadvantages  under  which 
KOnigsberg  thus  sufiers  in  a  trade  which  it  is  felt  is  capable  of  great 
expansion,  and  which  would  provide  labour  for  the  workmen  who,  on 
account  of  the  pause  in  the  grain  trade  during  the  summer  months,  are 
then  without  employ. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32 


OERMAXr. 

Metals. 


Iron.  Iron. — According  to  the  Custom-house  lists,  the  importation  by  sea- 

was  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

Raw  and  scrap 

Bar 

Angle  and  comer    . . 

Sheets 

Steel 

Kilos. 
8,190,914 
5,708,888 
1,474,169 
1,647,709 

861,076 

Kilos. 
4,626,812 
6,099,627 
1,168,667 
2,27.S869 

817,678 

Kilos. 
4,183,162 
8,400,081 

250,621 
8,220,292 

819,255 

Total  •• 

12,882,690 

18,877,848               16,828,261 

Of  these  quantities  there  came  from  Oreat  Britain  in  1884  : — 

Kilos. 

Haw  and  scrap        ••                   ••         ..  8,661,912 

Bar 12,209 

Sheets,  black          818,881 

Wheel  hoops  for  railway  carriages          . .  7,604 

Wire 44 

Wares,  coarse 262,608 

„      fine 11,695 

Tubes          27,094 

According  to  the  above  statement,  in  1884  about  2,500,000  kilos.,^ 
or  about  2,5^  tons,  more  were  imported  than  in  1883.  This  increase 
was  chiefly  in  bar  iron. 

The  importation  for  home  consumption  was  from  Germany,  with  the 
exception  of  the  above-mentioned  raw  iron,  which  come  from  England. 
The  price  of  German  bar  iron  was  verj  cheap  compared  with  English,^ 
and  the  Euglish  could  not  compete  in  price  even  if  there  were  no 
German  import  duty ;  therefore  the  bar  iron  which  arrived,  according 
to  the  lists  of  the  Custom-house  from  England,  must  have  been  in 
transitu  to  Bussia.  Sheets  from  England,  Holland,  and  Belgium  were 
also  only  in  transitu  for  Bussia.  A  part  of  the  iron  importation  came  vi& 
Amsterdam,  Botterdam,  and  Antwerp  from  Germany.  The  iron  which 
has  come  nk  Stettin,  and  from  thence  by  sea,  was  from  Silesia;  not- 
withstanding, this  way  was  much  cheaper  than  by  rail.  7,580  tons  of 
iron  came  by  rail  from  Silesia,  according  to  the  lists  of  the  East  and 
South  Bailway.    Wrought  bar  iron  is  not  in  use  here. 

The  exportation,  according  to  the  Custom-house  lists,  was— 


Articles. 

1884. 

1888. 

Raw  and  scrap 

Bar 

Angle  and  comer 

SheeU        

Steel,  raw 

Kilos. 

900,835 

66,748 

2i5  6,614 

1,496,966 

Kilos. 

1,180,182 

688,608 

80,000 

701,441 

978 

Total 

2,719,558 

2.601,159 

Of  which  2,696,?33  kilos,  went  by  rail  to  Bussia. 
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On  the  whole,  the  iron  trade  was  still  more  unfa?ourable  than  in 
1888.  The  jear  commenced  with  dulness,  on  account  of  little  demand 
at  the  founcuries.  In  February  the  foundries  in  Silesia  could  not  keep 
the  agreement  as  to  prices  which  was  entered  into  between  the  iron 
works,  to  avoid  competition  amongst  themselves.  The  prices  fell  con- 
siderably ;  they  rose  somewhat  in  summer,  but  the  trade  was  not  profit- 
able, and  remained  in  this  state  during  the  year.  There  was  much 
over-production,  as  in  all  branches  of  industry,  accompanied  with 
continuous  urgent  offers  from  the  manufacturers,  causing  apprehen- 
sions in  the  dealers  of  a  new  fall  in  prices,  and  consequently  sealous 
endeavours  to  sell,  if  even  without  profit  or  with  loss.  Such  was  the 
character  of  the  year. 

Boiled  bar  iron  fetched  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  from 
13  marks  25  pf.  to  13  marks ;  it  sunk  to  12  marks  50  pf.  and  12  marks 
30  pf.  in  February,  and  in  March  and  April  rose  again  gradually  to 
12  marks  75  pf.,  13  marks,  and  13  marks  25  pf.,  and  closed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  at  only  12  marks  50  pf. — ^all  per  100  kilos. — ^in  consequence 
of  urgent  ofiers  at  very  low  prices.  The  demand  for  the  province  was, 
at  these  extremely  low  prices,  in  general  brisk.  The  transit  business 
to  Bussia  has  been  very  insignificant  for  some  years ;  only  small  quan- 
tities of  raw  iron,  of  English  and  Belgian  plates,  were  sold  to  Bussia. 
The  trade  by  rail  from  Westphalia  to  Bussia  is  likely  to  be  very 
considerable,  but  will  not  be  profitable  to  Edaigsberg. 

The  trade  in  iron  ware  remained  likewise  bad  during  the  year. 
Ooods  made  of  iron  wire,  the  principal  part  of  this  business,  fell  10  per 
cent,  inprices ;  coarse  nails  were  only  25  per  cent,  dearer  than  rolled 
iron.  The  same  is  to  be  said  about  the  trade  in  drawn  wire,  rolled 
wire  (sold  at  13  marks  to  13  marks  50  pf.  per  100  kilos.),  and  chains ; 
also,  wares  of  wrought  iron,  as  spades,  pans,  Ac,  sunk  in  prices  ;  like- 
wise casting  wares,  locks,  and  tools.  In  summer  the  stocks  were  sold 
at  a  loss. 

On  account  of  difficulties  at  the  frontiers,  and  the  competition  of 
Bussian  dealers,  the  export  of  iron  wares  to  Bussia  is  not  so  great 
as  formerly.  / 

Lead  and  Tin. — The  trade  was  as  in  former  years  insignificant,  espe-  I'^d  and  Tin. 
cially  on  account  of  the  large  stocks  remaining  at  most  Busdinn  places. 
Banca  tin  fetched  first  186  marks,  then  rose  to  189  marks,  and  sunk 
from  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  to  184  marks,  and  gradually  to 
16^  marks  per  100  kilos.  Australian  tin  sunk  continuously  from 
180  marks  to  156  marks  per  100  kilos.  Tin  in  bars  sunk  from 
186  marks  to  178  marks,  then  to  175  marks,  and  closed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  only  at  158  marks  per  100  kilos. 

CoLOKtiLL  Ooons. 

Tea. — Amid  the  general  unfavourable  results  of  commerce  here  fea. 
during  the  past  year,  the  tea  business  distinguished  itself  as  being 
satisfactory. 

The  import  was— 

CwU. 

InlS84  238,940 

1883  218,590 

Of  this  72,450  cwts.  were  taken  up  by  the  tea  dealers  of  the  place,  and 
166,490  cwts.  were  exported  against  144,040  cwts.  in  1883. 

The  direct  import  of  Bussm  from  China  have,  as  was  the  case  last 
year,  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  competition  of  London  dealers. 
[126]  D 
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Of  the  tea  taken  up  by  Eonigsberg  dealers,  14,100  o^ts.  remain  ia 
stock,  a  quantity  sufficient,  it  is  considered,  to  prevent  any  considerable 
rise  in  price  here,  especially  in  view  of  the  increasing  supplies  of  Indian 
tea,  which  is  regarded  with  increasing  faTour  in  the  jLondon  market: 
an  important  factor  in  dealing  with  liussian  tea,  as  indeed  is  the  case 
in  all  exports  from  £ussia,  is  the  yariable  value  of  the  Bussian  paper 
rouble,  and  a  contract  for  payment  in  roubles  at  a  fixed  date  partakes  of 
the  gambling  nature  of  a  time  bargain  on  the  Exchange.  The  fluctua- 
tions in  value  of  the  Busstan  paper  money  during  the  past  year  was 
extraordinary.  In  January  the  rouble  stood  at  198  pf. ;  in  the  middle  ot 
April  it  rose  to  213,  in  June  it  fell  to  204,  and  rose  in  December  to 
210  in  the  present  year  1885  ;  in  consequence  of  the  uncertain  political 
aspect  of  affairs  the  rouble  sunk  again  to  195  pf.  A  local  bank  here,  that 
of  Bernstein  and  Co.,  which  was  in  the  habit  of  speculating  in  the  rise 
and  fall  of  Bussian  roubles,  failed  in  the  course  of  the  present  year  for 
4,000,000,  and  the  two  partners  committed  suicide.  In  the  way  of 
trade  with  Bussia  difficulties  equally  great  with  those  of  the  variation 
of  the  rouble  arise  from  the  caprices  of  the  Bussian  customs  tariff. 

Coffee, — Business  was  extremely  brisk  during  the  whole  year. 

The  prices  were  :— 


Ai  London,  for  common  to  good  small 

Havre,  for  Santos  good  average       .  •     ... 

Hamburgh,  for  Bio  good  ordinary  •• 
In  Holland,  for  Java  good  ordinary  . . 
At  Rio  Janeiro,  for  good  firsts  . . 

Santos,  for  good  average 

Eonigsberg,  for  good  ordinary  Rio,  duty 
paid  

EOnig^sherg,  for  good  ordinary  Java,  duty 
paid  •         ••         •• 


Ikt  January, 
1884. 


64«.  to  68«.  ^d. 

53    pf. 

36H. 
5,600    reis. 
5,100      „ 

80    pf. 

89     „ 


Slat  December, 
1884. 


52«.  6(f.  to  549. 

52i  fr. 

42    pf. 

28    c. 
4,800    reis. 
4,100      „ 

68    pf. 

77     „ 


The  lew  prices  of  Java  coffee,  in  spite  of  its  inferior  quality,  attracted 
buyers.  The  qualities,  however,  of  the  produce  of  Eio  and  Santos  gain 
in  character,  while  those  of  Ceylon  loses,  and  is  displaced  by  wasned 
Bios  and  Laguayras. 

At  the  1st  January,  1884,  stocks  of  coffee  were . — 

Cwts. 

Transit  goods        10,888 

The  importation  of  1884  was       .•         ..         • 38,497 

Total 48,885 

Cwts. 
The  exportation  by  rail  to  Russia  ••         ••  2,204 

'  „  „  sea         „  ••         ••  588 

Stocks  at  the  close  of  1884         8,610 

11,402 

The  consumption  of  the  province  in  1884         87,438 

1888         40,860 

Bice.  Jiice, — The  sale  of  rice  began  in  January  with  low  prices ;  in  con- 

sequence of  short  supplies  there  was  a  temporary  rise,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  prices  fell  again  to  1  mark  lower  than  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  in  consequence  of  the  favourable  potato  harvest  throughout 
Europe. 
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The  home  consamption  was . — 

CwU. 

In  1884 •  48,972 

1883 50,481 

1882 49,226 

1881 77,522 

1880 91,805 

The  importation  in  1881  waa  58,050  cwta. ;  of  these  8,14d  cwts. 
came  from  England. 

Spices, — Of  spices  only  6^995  cwts.  were  exported,  against  9,950  cwts.  Spices. 
in  1883,  owing  chiefly,  it  is  reported,  to  the  high  price  of  black  pepper, 
which  is  ascribed  to  a  combination  of  English  capitalists.     Pimento, 
however,  has  continued  to  fall  in  price,  as  also  has  cassia. 

Southern  Fruits. — ^By  the  commercial  treaties  with  Italy  and  Spain,  Fruits. 
which  came  into  force  in  1 883,  the  duties  on  fresh  fruits  was  lowered  from 
12  marks  to  4  marks,  and  the  importation  rose  from  2,570  cwts.  to  4,175 
cwts.  These  treaties,  however,  had  n^)  effect  in  the  import  of  dried 
fruits,  which  remained  about  the  same,  although  the  duty  on  almonds 
was  diminished  from  30  marks  to  10  marks,  and  on  raisins  and  currants 
from  24  marks  to  8  marks.  Currants,  however,  which  were  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  at  21  marks  per  cwt.,  fell  later  to  18  murks,  in 
consequence  of  the  lesser  demand  for  them  in  France,  owing  to  an 
improved  wine  harvest,  since  in  France  they  are  employed  in  the  fabri- 
cation of  spurious  wine  to  remedy  deficiencies  of  vintage.  Of  raisins 
the  Smyrna  kind  alone  were  imported  ;  and  this,  in  consequence  of  the 
Valencia  crop,  which  is  the  kind  preferred  in  England,  having  turned 
out  badly,  and  of  its  deficiencies  having  to  be  covered  by  Smyrna  ware, 
these  rose  in  price  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Smyrna  raisins  be^an 
at  10  marks,  then  fell  to  13  and  12^  marks,  and  finally  rose  to  21  and  . 
25  marks.  Almouds,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  the  time  of 
the  new  harvest,  fetched  from  67  to  70  marks  per  cwt.,  and  then  fell  to 
from  5 G  to  60  marks. 

The  stocks  of  colonial  goods  at  the  close  of  1884  were  as  follows : —  Colonial 

Produce. 

In  the  Royal  Bonding  Yards. 

Kilos. 

Sonthem  fruits 21.023 

Pepper 5,145 

Spice— 

Cloves 21.0S5 

Cinnamon        7,704 

Other  apices 1,078 

Coffee,  raw          237,717 

Cocoa  beans         ..  2,052 

Rice,  peeled         199,428 

Salt,  foreign        1,176,765 

„    home           83,499 

Tobacco,  raw        188.570 

Tea          616,446 

Ib  Private  Hands. 

EiloB. 

Sonthem  frniis 19,998 

Pepper 4,149 

CloTes,  pimento  .«         12,548 

Cinnamon,  cassia  11,689 

Other  raices        ^.^^8 

Coffee,  raw  142,759 

Coeoa  beans        ••         ••         188 

Rice,  peeled        709,888 

Tea  88,416 

J)  2 
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Cattle,  Houses,  ahd  Aitimal  Pboditots. 

Horses.  Horses. — The  breed  of  horses  in  East  Prussia  is  of  a  fine  and  useful 

quality ;  indeed,  one  of  the  things  which  first  strikes  the  obsen'er  in 
Konigsberg  is  the  number  of  well-made,  strong  horses  used  in  daily 
trafilc,  and  much  attention  is  paid  to  improying  the  breed.  The  horse 
market  was  held  here  on  the  18th  and  20th  of  May,  and  there  was  a 
goodly  display  of  riding  and  draught  horses.  Some  horses  fetched  the 
))rice  of  8,000  marks,  and  at  the  close  of  the  market,  as  usual,  prices 
were  distributed  to  the  best  draught  horses  and  to  riding  horses. 

The  importation    and  exportation  of   horses  and  cattle    was   as 
follows : — 

By  the  Eoyal  East  Eailway. 


Horaea 

Foals 

Bulls  and  oxen 

Cows 

Calves .  •         •  • 

Pigs 

Sheep,  lambs,  and  goats 
Feathered  cattle 


Import. 


Export. 


Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1,456 

1,687 

822 

47 

1,674 

4,109 

1,055 

701 

4,246 

678 

22,962 

19,011 

4,797 

15,107 

5,150 

10,719 

By  the  East  Prussian  South  Eailway. 


Import 


Pieces. 

Horses  1,220 

Cows,  foala |       8,570 

Calves,  pigs,  sheep,  goats     ..         ..         ^.|     20,180 
Lambs '  81 


Export. 


Pieces. 
252 
877 
601 


On  the  22nd  of  May  the  annual  agricultural  exposition  was  opened 
at  Konigsberg,  and  closed  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  The  show 
of  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  appears  to  ha^e  given  great  satisfaction. 

Bones,  Bones    {Cattle^ — Kussia,  which    formerly    supplied  the  greatest 

quantity  of  cattle  bones,  still  continues  to  crush  her  own  bones  for  home 
consumption ;  the  produce  was  therefore  limited  to  that  of  the  province. 
Two  small  shiploads  went  to  the  east  of  Scotland.  Prices  ranged  from 
10  marks  50  pf .  to  11  marks.  Bussia  has  laid  an  export  duty  on  bones 
of  10  gold  c.  per  pud,  but  allowed  crushed  bones  to  go  free.  Several 
mills  for  crushing  bones  have  been  established  at  Kowno  and  other 
places  close  to  the  Prussian  frontiers ;  consequently  tho  bone-crushing 
millers  have  suffered  from  Russian  competitors. 

Tallow.  Tallow, — ^Business  was  done  at  a  loss  during  the  whole  year.    La 

Plata  tallow  fell  from  43  marks  to  36  marks ;  Australian  tallow  was 
sold  at  34  marks ;  and  New  York  City  tallow  fetched  only  32  marks 
50  pf.,  c.i.f. ;  Iceland  sheep  tallow  stood  at  the  end  of  the  year  at 
39  marks ;  home  raw  tallow  fetched  from  35  marks  to  38  marks,  accord- 
ing to  quality.  From  Bussia,  in  December,  came  small  supplies,  which 
fetched  35  marks  50  pf.  without  duty. 

Scap.  Soap — Tallow  soap  sunk  from  36  marks  to  25  marks  per   cwt 
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according  to    qualitr.      Toilette  of    ordinary  quality  fetched  from 
34  marks  to  38  marks. 

Candles. — Stearin  candles  fetched  72  marks,  68  marks,  and  64  marks,  Candles, 
according  to  quality ;  tallow  candles  60  marks  per  cwt. 

Train   Oil. — About  1,500  tons  changed  hands.      Prices  fell  from  Train  Oil. 
72  marks  to  60  marks  per  ton.     In  Fillau  about  1,000  cwts.  of  fish 
train  oil  were  imported,  which  found  no  buyers  in  Kouigsberg,  though 
offered  at  21  marks  on  delivery. 

Hides. — ^Business  more  lively  than  in  former  years.  From  17,000  Hides, 
to  20,000  oxhides  came  to  market,  valued  at  from  300,000  marks  to 
330,000  marks ;  8,000  hides  of  this  quantity  were  supplied  from  Konigs- 
berg.  The  prices  fetched  for  heavy  oxhides  from  15  marks  to  17  marks 
to  27  marks  per  piece,  according  to  quality;  light  Russian  oxhides 
11  marks  to  12  marks. 

Sorse  Hides. — From  5,000  to  8,000  pieces  came  to  market,  valued 
at  about  96,000  marks. 

Calf  Skills, — Prices  were  for  Prussian  skins : — 

Per  Piece, 
llks.pf. 

100  pieces,  weighing  300  Ibe 1     dO 

,y        „      extra  large^  weighing  250  to  260  lbs. 1    65 

„    sliins,  weighing  210  lbs.  (for  lackering)        1     50 

„       „      middle,  weighing  170  lbs.  (for  lackeriDg)      . .         . .         1     40 

Brack  No.  1,  weighing  250  lbs.  (for  lackering) 1    30 

„        2        „         240  „  „  1     00 

The  whole  quantity  of  the  market  was  about  250,000  pieces,  of  about 
900,000  marks  value. 

Bussian  Calf  Skins. — Prices  were  from  1  mark  10  pf.  to  1  mark 
80  pf.,  according  to  weight  and  quality.  The  total  import  was  valued 
at  250,000  marks. 

Leather, — The  transactions  in  leather  were :  —  Leather. 

Value. 
Marks. 

Upper  leather  of  about         800,000 

For  inner  soles       „  100,000 

American  sole  leather  of  about        . .         . .         • .         . .         900,000 

Hameas  leather  of  about *      100,000 

Horse  leather  „  100,000 

2,000,000 

The  import  of  leather  by  sea,  particularly  of  American  sole  leather 
(hemlock  and  Valdivia),  is  on  the  increase,  although  this  article  pays  an 
import  duty  of  36  marks  per  100  kilos.  The  importation  was  as 
follows : — 

Kilos. 

Sole  leather  in  1884 225,968 

1888 169.620 

1882 146,897 

Leather  of  all  kind?,  exclusive  of  sole  leather,  in  1884     . .  35.267 

„  1888     ..  9,167 

1882     ..  5,167 

In  spite,  however,  of  the  amount  of  business  done  being  the  same, 
profits  oiminished,  being  in  gross  not  3  per  cent.,  and  in  detail  not 
above  from  6  to  6  per  cent. 

The  tanning  business  of  the  province  has  declined  in  qualitv ;  the 
tanners  ascribed  the  deterioration  to  the  want  of  oak-tanning  bark. 

Bristles. — Business  less  brisk  than  in  the  preceding  year.    The  Bristles. 
dearer  white  sort  had  few  buyers,  but  the  grey  was  in  greater  demand  ; 
the  second  and  middling  sorts  found  a  good  sale  in  Germany,  the  better 
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sorts  in  England  j\nd  America.     France  and  Sweden  were  also  buyers. 
From  Eussia  came  good  assortments,  which  found  ready  sale. 

The  quantity  in  the  market  amounted  to  about  500,000  lbs.,  of  a 
value  of  1,500,000  marks.  The  greater  part  came  already  prepared 
from  Russia.    The  prices  were  as  follows  : — 


Length. 

Value 

per  lb. 

Inches,    i 

Mks.pf. 

MkB.pf: 

For  white  inch 

llto^    ; 

8    00  to  8    50 

„     shoemaker 

5i            1 

6    00 

6    00 

„      I.  leak 

H            1 

8    90 

8    60 

„      II.  , 

4              ' 

1     80 

2    25 

greymch        

4^  to  6     1 

5     00 

5    50 

„    shoemaker         ..         •• 

5k            1 

8    50 

4    00 

„    I.  crown 

4(            ' 

2    70 

3    00 

„    If.    „ 

'   '   ! 

1     90 

2    10 

The  prices  of  the  imported  Eussian  bristles  were  as  follows : — 


Length. 

Talne  per  lb. 

!    Inches. 

Mks.  pf.     Mks.  pf. 

For  white  Akatka  •  •         •• 

.'        6i 

12    00  to  12    50 

yellow     „      ..         •• 

dk 

10    00        10    50 

grey  and  black  Akatka 

•1        ^^ 

7    50          7    90 

high  prime  grey     „ 

.          6i 

5    20          5    40 

„         white    „ 

.           5i 

6    20          6    40 

Sachaja  grey  Akatka 

.1        6 

3    60          8    80 

„       white     „ 

.;      5 

4     50          4    70 

second  grey  Akatka  . . 

•!      •** 

2    80          2    50 

„     white      „       ... 

•       ** 

2     80          3     10 

Zwigfetoss  Akatka      .« 

.'       H 

1     60           1     70 

Wool.  Wool. — The  wool  market  began  on  the  12th  of  June  and  ended  on 

the  25th  ;  business  was  not  brisk.  The  quality  of  the  provincial  wool 
is  said  to  have  deteriorated  owing  to  bad  breeding.  Pnces  of  washed 
wool  generally  went  down  4  per  coat. :  fine  wool,  howerer,  suffering 
less.    Prices  were : — 

Marks. 

Comb  wool,  per  106  lb8.,from    ..         158  to  165 

Cloth     „  „  „        ..         o,         ..         ..         162      171 

Stuff      „  „  „        144      15» 

Mixed    „  „  „        .. 114      135 

Sacks  free  of  cost 

Imports  of  unwashed  wool  amounted  to  from  23,000  cwts.  to 
25,000  cwts.,  a  quarter  of  which  came  from  West  Prussia.  With  small 
exceptions  the  wool  sold  in  the  market.  The  prices  of  unwashed  wool 
fetched  from  46  marks  to  70  marks  per  lb.,  excluding  sack. 

MiKBBAL  FbODUOTS. 

Amber.  AnherM — ^Amber,  irhich  from  tbe  dawn  of  history  has  been  one  of  the 

chief  productions  of  this  coast,  and  which  was  formerly  mostly  picked 
up  on  the  shore,  or  floating  on  seaweed  in  the  sea,  is  now  eonght  for  by 
mining  operations  at  Palimiicken,  and  by  drag^ng  at  Schwanort,  and 
by  diying  operations  at  both  places.    The  minmg  operations  are  in  the 
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hands  of  the  firm  of  Measn.  Becker  and  Co.,  and  are  extremely  carious. 
Thej  have  been  carried  on  now  for  20  years.  In  the  time  of  Frederick  the 
Great  mining  operations  were  also  attempted,  but  were  not  sufficiently 
sneoessful  on  account  of  the  mines  not  being  carried  deep  enough. 
Then  they  were  abandoned.  The  present  compaoy  pays  the  Prussian 
Cbyemment  100,000/.  sterling  a  year  for  the  right  to  mine.  The 
amber  is  found  in  this  way  in  great  abundance.  The  prices  have  not 
varied  much  during  the  year,  having  been  for  large  pieces  from  13  marks 
to  120  marks,  and  K)r  small  from  25  pf.  to  13  marks  per  kilograroe.  One 
piece  weighing  7  lbs.  was  found  in  the  course  of  tbe  past  year ;  a  piece 
of  11  lbs.  weight  was  found  a  year  or  two  ago  by  mining,  which  is  the 
largest  piece  which  has  been  found  since  the  days  of  Fredrick  tke 
Great.  The  following  figures  give  the  total  of  the  amount  found  in  the 
course  of  the  years  1884-83,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quantity  of 
amber  feund  by  dragging  and  mining  far  surpasses  that  foimd  by  tbe 
old  niethod.r>«- 


St«sai  dragging  at  Sohwarzort 

Kines  at  Palmnickea  and  JSraxtepellen 

Diving..         ••         « 

Biggiof  ,  steaiiiiiig,  sad  piokiog  up .  •        »« 

Total ,        » 4^480 


In  1884  against  18&S. 

Cwts. 

Cwto. 

1,300 

1,280 

2,920 

2,000 

160 

ISO 

100 

00 

3,470 


The  quantity  found  in  1884t  was  therefore  superior  to  that  found  in 
1883  by  110  cwts. ;  but  the  amber  trade  has  been  suffering  much  of 
late  by  the  quantity  of  the  imitated  article  which  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  market,  and  imitation  amber  has  largely  taken  the  place  of  real 
amber  in  the  manufacture  of  pipes.  This  has  been  especially  the  case 
in  Yienna,  where  pipes  are  manufactured  in  large  Quantities ;  but  a 
better  spirit  has  been  shown  of  late  by  the  pipe  manuiacturerd  there  in 
following  the  lead  of  the  Parisian  manufacturers,  who,  for  the  most  part, 
refuse  to  employ  imitation  ambers.  Supplies,  too,  are  beginning  again 
to  be  sent  to  Turkey,  which,  on  account  of  the  bad  credit  of  the  country, 
had  of  late  been  excluded  from  the  market.  The  demand,  too,  for 
amber  for  beads  has  been  increasing  from  China  and  in  the  Oriental 
countries. 

In  the  dragging  operations  at  Schwarzort  about  900  men  are 
employed ;  in  the  summer  at  Palmnicken  about  1,000,  and  th^*e  were 
about  120  divers.  There  is  a  special  railway  to  the  mines  of  Palm- 
nicken, and  steam  engines  are  used  to  the  amount  of  about  1,400  horse- 
power. *wf^V  ^A 

Coal  and  Coke, — The  import  of  coal  and  coke  were  according  to  the  Coal  and 
official  returns  as  follows : —  ^^^ 


In  1888. 

In  1884. 

Bysea        

By  rail        

Tons. 

138,044 

12,700 

Tons. 

147,056 

17,885 

Total 

151,644 

164,891 

Notwithstanding  however  this  increase  of  imported  coal,  the  business 
was  duller  and  less  productive  than  in  the  preceding  year,  owing  to  the 
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lowness  of  prices  and  to  the  greater  increasing  competition  of  Sile^ian 
coal  on  tbe, market,  which  has  been  favonredbja  diminution  of  the 
railway  tariff. 

Salt — ^In  salt  also  the  year  was  unfavourable.    The  business  done  in 
salt  here,  as  shown  by  the  Custom-house  tables,  amounted  to— 


For  the  year  1^84 
„  1888 


Import. 

Tons. 
2,021 
2,807 


Cement 


Limestone. 


Tileg. 


Glass,  &€• 


Drags. 


Cement. — Cement  was  in  great  demand ;  from  80  to  98  thousand 
barrels  came  into  the  market.  Prices  ruled  from  850  to  760  marks  per 
ton  of  180  kilos. ;  the  great  part  of  the  supply  came  from  Stettin. 
The  greater  part  was  forwarded  to  Russia :  80,000  barrels  were  employed 
in  the  Bussian  fortifications  at  G-oniondz ;  15,000  barrels  were  sent  to 
the  south  of  Prussia  and  other  parts  of  the  empire.  Large  quantities 
were  employed  in  the  garrison  works  in  South  Prussia,  on  the  new  lines 
of  Ostbahn,  and  in  the  Pillau  harbour  works. 

lATnseione.^There  was  an  import  of  180,000  cwts.  of  limestone, 
mostly  from  Sweden.  About  120,000  cwts.  were  used  in  local  lime-kilns ; 
the  rest  went  to  the  sugar  fadx)rs  at  Tapiilu  and  Bastenburg.  The  cwt. 
of  burnt  limestone  fetched  on  the  ayerage  throughout  the  year  from 
1  mark  25  ^.  to  1  mark  30  pf. 

iKZff*.— Tiles  were  in  great  demand,  and  were  from  3  to  4  marks  per 
thousand,  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  fortifications  and  provincial 
barracks.  The  small  Antwerp  manufactured  tiles  did  a  good  business, 
and  were  disposed  of  to  country  buyers. 

Glassy  Porcelain,  and  Earthenware. — ^In  these  articles  the  business 
done  was  much  tbe  same  as  in  the  preceding  years.  Pomeranian  com- 
mon window  glass  is  supplemented  by  the  window  glass  made  on  the 
Bhine.    The  finer  kinds  of  porcelain  were  in  small  demand. 

Chemical  Drugs^  Artificial  Manures,  Oil,  and  Oil  Cakes, — The  business 
done  in  these  articles  decreases  from  year  to  year.  Not  only  do  the  condi- 
tions of  transport  stand  in  the  way  of  exportation,  but  the  heayy  taxes 
raised  on  the  German  frontier  have  caused  foreign  houses  to  establish 
branch  manufactures  within  the  Bussian  frontiers. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  comparatiye  prices  of  the  chief  articles 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  from  96  to  97  marks : — 
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Articles. 


December,  1884. 


Alam  .. 
Antimony;  raw 
White  lead  oxide 
Sugar  of  lead  .. 
Borax., 
Catecha 

Chloride  of  lime 
AceUc  acid,  IOC* 
litharge         .. 
Glauber  salt   .. 
Gam  arabic    •  • 
Beein,  strained 
Kali,  chromic  acid 
Red  lead 
Phosphor 
Salmiac 
Saltpetre,  kali 

„        natron 
Shellac,  fine  orange 
Snlphnric  acid,  66° 
Potash 

Soda,  calcined,  52^ 
Caustic,  70-72*' 
Vitriol,  iron  •• 
„     copper 


Colouring  Matten. — The  business  done  in  these  products  was  small.  Colouring 
Indigo  is  driyen  out  of  the  market  in  a  great  measure  bj  chemical  substi-  Matters, 
tntes,  although  large  supplies  of  the  last  Indian  indigo  hardest  were 
bro1^;ht  into  the  market.     The  Ben^l  indigo  of  the  year  was  in  good 
quality,  but  fetched  from  8  to  9  marks  onlj  the  ^  kilo.,  against  9  to  10 
mari^s  for  the  preceding  year. 

Artificial  Mineral   TFa<^5.— Nearly,  as  in  1888,  2,500,000  bottles  Mineral 
were  manufactured  here,  of  the  value  of  180,000  marks.     100  workmen  Water, 
were  employed  in  the  production. 

Artificial  Manures, — ^The  business  was  very  bad  in  superphosphate  Manure, 
and  saltpetre.    The  market  suffers  from  over-production  and  smallness 
of  demand. 

Sice  Starch  Manufactory, — ^The  industry  is  declining.  Starch. 

Oil  Mills. — Oil  mills  worked  without  profit  in  the  past  year,  and  Oil  MilU. 
suffered  from  a  bad  agricultural  year. 

Bape  Oil. — In  rape  oil  about  6,000  cwts.  changed  hands :  prices  fell  Rape  Oil. 
7  marks  in  the  course  of  the  year.    The  prices  ruled  at  33^  marks  to 
63  marks  in  the  months  of  January  and  Februarv,  and  gradually  receded 
to  25^    and  25|  marks  in  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
rising  again  1  mark  in  December,  all  for  50  kilos.,  including  barrels. 

Linseed  Oil. — About  6,000  cwts.  also  were  disposed  of  this  com-  Linseed  Oil. 
modity.    The  low  prices  of  the  preceding  year  continued  with  a  slight 
amelioration  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  were  not  sufficient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  production. 

The  average  of  prices  ruled  from  22^  to  22  marks  in  the  months 
of  January  and  Pebruary,  and  to  24  marks  in  April,  after  which  there 
was  a  fdfl  till  the  month  of  October,  when  they  rose  again  to  23^ 
and  25  marks,  which  price  lasted  till  December,  when  it  fell  again  to 
22^  marks,  and  all  for  50  kilos  including  barrels. 
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Kape  and 
Linseed  Oil 
Cake. 
Petroleum. 


Rape  (Jake  and  Linseed  Oil  Oake. — BusinesB  in  these  articles  are 
very  discouraging. 

FetroJeum, — ^The  trade  in  American  petroleum  has  during  the  last 
years  been  subject  to  great  depression,  owing  to  the  increasing 
importance  of  the  Busaian  importation  from  the  Caspian  Sea. 
During  the  last  14  years  the  importations  have  been  as  foUows : — 


1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 


Importation. 

Exportation. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

43,901 

44,227 

68,975 

54,519 

63,060 

61,190 

104,495 

90,089 

85,986 

99,468 

121,827 

110,588 

86,207 

104,220 

118,322 

94.948 

79,198 

84,787 

79,846 

81,332 

70,186 

71,408 

90,489 

78,665 

72,743 

71,114 

50,060 

61,885 

68,149 

63,564 

Of  the  quantity  there  imported,  61,000  barrels  werd  consumed  in 
the  town  and  province.    2,500  barrels  were  sent  to  Eussia. 

In  the  years  1885i  and  1884  there  were  imported  of  Russian 
petroleum — 


YlAProsken  •• 
Eydtknhnen 
Tilsit 

Total  .. 


1888. 


1,980 


1884. 


Barrels. 

Barrels. 

650 

300 

640 

3,900 

690 

206 

4,406 


Textiles. 


The  greater  part  of  the  importation  of  American  petroleum  into 
Germany,  however,  takes  place  through  the  ports  of  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burgh. Nevertheless  Konigsberg,  in  1875,  exported  to  Eussia  72,000 
barrels,  which  however  fell  in  1880  to  8,600  barrels,  and  has  now  fallen 
to  2,800  barrels,  while  4,406  barrels  were  imported  from  Eussia.  Thero 
are,  however,  heard  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  Eussian  petroleum 
and  the  inferiority  of  itn  lights,  and  its  increasing  consumption  is  dae 
only  to  its  inferior  price ;  the  Eussian  petroleum  selling  generally  &om 
50  pf.  to  1  mark  per  cwt  lower  than  the  American. 

It  is  proposed,  however,  to  raise  the  tax  on  petroleum  in  a  waj 
which  cannot  but  be  favourable  to  Eussian  and  unfavourable  to 
American  importations. 

MAVUFjLCTrBES  AJSTD  AeTICLES  OP  TlXTILE  IlTDITSTET. 

Tww<.— Single  thread  twist  of  middling  quality  is  provided  solely 
by  German  factories,  and  fetched  during  the  past  year  from  70  pf.  to 
72  pf.  the  English  pound.    Cotton  goods  experienced  a  retrograde 
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roofrement.  Of  staple  wareSf  linen  stuffs,  tvarpe,  and  stout b  were  iu 
^ood  demand,  and  /ginghams  were  much  called  for,  while  all-woollen 
flannels  went  off  badly,  owing:  to  the  quantity  of  mixed  woollen 
tiubeiitutes  in  the  market.  Oachemeres  went  off  beet  among  pure 
woollen  goods.  The  half-woollen  goods  of  Slberfeld  were  much  sought 
for.    The  sale  in  silks  and  velvets  was  moderate. 

Linen  Goods. — ^The  business  in  these  wares  was  dull,  and  year  bj  Linen  Goods. 
year  in  the  province  cotton  is  supplanting  linen. 

Woollen  Ololh. — Cloth  of  Grerman  manufacture  is  almost  exclusively  Woollens, 
sold,  and  is  said  here  to  be  of  a  more  solid  quality  than  English  at  equal 
price.     The  best  cloths  come  from  the  Bheniah  factories. 

Umbrellas  and    Farasoh, — The    manufacture    of   these    articles  Umbrellas, 
employs  about  250  people,  of  which  the  greater  part  are  women.    The  &c. 
business  is  increasing  :  umbrellas  and  parasols  of  Konigsberg  manufac- 
ture are  exi>orted  not  only  to  other  parts  of  Oermmiy,  but  to  Kussia  and 
the  East. 

Eags, — Business  in  raj^s  was  bad.  The  usual  trade  with  America  Raga. 
was  stopped  by  the  precautionary  measures  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment against  cholera,  in  the  shape  of  an  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
imports  of  rags  for  three  months.  The  substitutes  of  new  fibre  enable 
the  papermakers  here  to  do  without  rags.  Prices  of  unsorted  ^Russian 
varied  from  19  to  20  marks  during  the  year ;  the  average  of  Russian 
sorted  was  from  24  to  29  marks,  and  inland  unsorted  from  12  to  14 
marks  per  ICO  kilos. 

Shoddy. — ^The  whole  year's  production  in  this  article  was  3,600  cwts.,  Shoddy, 
from  4,800  cwts.  of  woollen  rags. 

Pasteboard  Tiles^  Asphaltfj  and  Wood  Cements. — ^About  7,500  cwts.  Pasteboard, 
of  paste  and  5,000  cwts.  of  tar  asphalte  and  pitch  were  employed  in  this  Tiles,  and 
manufacture.  *  ^^"'«°*'- 

ARTICLES    OP   PoOD. 

The  corn-grinding  industry,  which  flourished  here  10  years  ago,  has 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  taxes  on  both  sides  the  Eussi&n- 
Prussian  frontier  declined  for  some  years,  and  keeps  on  declining.  The 
produce  of  the  mills  is  now  only  distributed  about  the  province,  and  that 
with  small  beneficial  results  to  the  millowner :  only  the  article  beans 
shows  satisfactory  results. 

Swjars. — ^The  sugar  industry,  which  is  in  a  bad  way  throughout  Sugar. 
Germany,  has  an  especially  doleful  tale  to  tell  in  these  districts  for  the 
past  year.  Three  of  the  sugar  factories  at  Tapiau  and  at  Hirschfelde  have 
undergone  lio nidation.  The  factory  at  Hustcnburg  alone  has  been  able 
to  keep  itselt  going  with  tolerable  results,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
ports  of  the  surrotmding  districts  are  richer  in  saccharine  matter  than 
elsewhere. 

Spibits  and  TVikes. 

Spirits,^-^ln  the  prices  of  spirits  there  were  great  variations  through-  Spirits. 
out  the  jear,  on  account  of  a  short  potato  harvest ;  there  was  a  small 
production  of  spirit  in  East  Prussia,  and  the  consumption  of  this  place 
to  the  amount  of  9,500,000  litres  was  supplied  from  West  Prussia  and 
Pomerania.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  raw  spirit  was  worked  up  bj 
local  distillers.  The  year  1884  began  with  raw  spirit  at  50^  marks  per 
10,000  litres  per  cent. :  this  price  fell  in  !March  to  47  mfurks,  rose  in 
May  to  52^  marks,  fell  in  August  to  49  marks,  and  then  in  September, 
at  the  expectation  of  a  good  potato  harvest,  raw  fell  to  47  marks.  In 
November  increasing  supptiea  and  a  dull  market  brought  the  price 
down  to  89^  marks,  the  lowest  prioe  for  SMmy  yean.    Fresh  supplies 
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were  stopped  by  the  low  price.  Prices  rose  in  December  to  40^  marks, 
and  the  year  finished  with  41}  marks. 

Wine.  Wine. — ^The  wine  trade  was  much  depressed  by  the  bad  results  of  the 

French  harvest.  The  wine  chiefly  sought  for  here  is  a  low-priced 
Bordeaux.  It  was  calculated  that  the  district  of  Medoc  furnished 
30  per  cent,  less  wine  than  usual,  and  of  53  vineyards  usually  available 
only  nine  could  furnish  the  wine  suitable  for  this  market.  Fortunately 
a  large  stock  of  the  previous  harvest  remained  on  hand.  French  white 
wine,  too,  of  1884  being  of  inferior  quality  and  quantity,  the  wines  in 
stock  went  up  in  price.  The  1884  Burgundy  gave  satisfaction  here, 
but  prices  were  high.  Bed  innes  from  Algiers,  of  a  quality  similar  to 
Boraeaux,  find  increasing  sale  here.  From  Spain  and  Portugal  came 
,  bad  reports,  especially  as  regards  the  ravage  of  the  Phylloxera  in  the 
districts  of  Malaga.  The  wine  harvest  on  the  Bhine  and  Moselle  was 
one  of  the  best  in  late  years,  and  the  wines  had  a  good  sale  at  a  good 
price. 

Beer.  5ecr.— The  consumption  of  local  beer  here  is  enormous. 

Hebbis^gs. 

HerrinM.  Herrings. — According  to  private  reports  the  import  of  herrings, 

amounting  to  243,296  barrels  iii  the  course  of  1884,  consisted  of— 

Barrel)?. 

Korvegian  fat 40,268  catch  in  1888 

,. 4,804  „  1884 

„         Vaar         ..         ..  8,668  „          „ 

Iceland 563  „          „ 

Swedish           5,204  „          „ 

Dutch 2,264  „ 

Scotch,  enndries          ..         ..  1,267  „  1883 

„      matties 7Q7  „  1884 

„      nnbranded,  full           . .  7,260  „          „ 

„              „          matties     ••  50,662  „          „ 

„      branded,  full    ..         ..  10,118  „          „ 

„      matties 69,267  „          „ 

„      ihlen 26,809  „          „ 

„      mixed 14,769  „          „           ' 

„      tornbellies       ••         ..  2,475  „          „ 

Sundry 8,736  „          „ 

Totol    ..         ..       248,296 

The  importation  has  been  31,(K>0  barrels  more  than  in  1883  ;  Scot- 
land has  sent  56,000  barrels  more,  but  the  other  countries  have  sent 
less  than  in  1883.  According  to  private  reports,  the  exportation  to 
Eussia  was  30,000  barrels  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Although  the  trade  in  herrings  on  the  whole  at  this  place  was  larger 
than  in  former  years,  the  year  was  yet,  for  all  dealers  here,  an 
extremely  unfavourable  one,  owiug  particularly  to  the  continuous 
decline  of  prices. 

The  herring  fishery  in  Scotland,  like  that  of  Holland,  had  extraor- 
dinarily good  results.  The  first  gave  940,000  crans,  as  against  780,000 
in  1883 ;  the  second,  280,000  barrels,  against  216,000  in  1883.  Norway 
and  Sweden,  however,  had  a  smaller  herring  harvest  than  usual.  The 
quantities  thus  taken  in  Scotland  and  Holland  proved  to  be  too  great 
for  the  consumption  of  the  countries  to  which  they  usually  export, 
especially  as  stocks  of  last  year's  herrings  still  remained  on  hand ;  and 
prices  descended  to  a  level  unheard  of  before,  and  Scottish  salters  and 
continental  dealers  worked  and  did  business  at  a  heavy  loss,  and  the 
extraordinary  take  of  the  year  brought  only  profit  to  the  fishermen. 
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In  consequence  of  the  mild  winter  of  1883-81  the  interior  commu- 
nications in  the  country  were  very  difficult,  and  the  stocke  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  yrere,  at  the  commencement  of  1884,  only  in  little  demand, 
and  ^e  fears  of  the  dealers  not  to  be  able  to  place  them  till  the  spring 
made  prices  recede.  Plenty  of  fresh  supplies  of  fat  herrings  came  early 
from  Norway  in  ^he  beginning  of  March ;  considerable  quantities  were 
then  sold  to  Bussia,  but  with  loss  ;  then  a  greater  dnlness  came  afi;ain 
in  the  months  from  April  to  August.  The  take  in  Scotland,  particu- 
larly at  the  Shetland  Isles,  commenced  unusually  early ;  and  the  fresh 
supplies  of  unbranded  Scotch  herrings  came  to  hand  already  by  the  end 
of  June,  and  branded  by  the  end  of  July.  The  unbranded  herrings 
were  often  sofb,  of  bad  keeping  quality,  and  bad  in  taste ;  they  were 
offered  at  yery  low  prices.  Meanwhile,  the  stocks  of  1883  became  unfit 
for  sale.  In  August,  September,  and  October,  at  low  prices,  the 
demand  was  large,  but  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  very  large  supplies 
which  came  from  Scotland,  and  large  stocks  remained  in  October.  In 
November  the  weather  was  mild,  but  the  demand  was  still  lively ;  then 
a  continuous  state  of  dulness  came  on,  although  in  Norway  the  take  of 
the  fat  herrings  was  failing. 

Norwegian  Vaar  herring?,  in  spite  of  their  small  quantity,  were  in 
little  demand  throughout  the  whole  year,  and  only  to  be  placed  in  Eussia 
at  low  prices.  The  prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were,  for  large, 
from  20  marks  to  21  marks  per  the  untaxed  barrel ;  for  small,  from 
17  marks  to  18  marks.    They  went  down  later  to  14  marks  and 

16  marks,  and  10  marks  and  13  marks ;  and  prices  were  at  the  end  of 
the  year  from  11  marks  to  13  marks,  and  8  marks  to  10  marks. 

Iceland  herrings  were  in  small  demand ;  they  began  with  a  sale  of 
from  25  marks  to  29  marks,  and  fell  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  from 

17  marks  to  20  marks.  The  Norwegian  fat  herrings  of  1883  arrived  in 
considerable  quantities  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  consisted 
mostly  of  lean  small  fish.  Great  merchants  fetched  at  first  from 
24  marks  to  26  marks,  and  fell  in  the  autumn  to  from  18  marks  to 
20  marks.  Small  and  middle  merchants  fetched  in  the  first  quarter 
from  20  marks  to  22  marks,  and  fell  to  from  13  marks  to  16  marks. 
The  small  middle  and  Christians  were  hardly  to  be  disposed  of,  and  sunk 
to  from  4  marks  to  6  marks.  The  great  import  in  September  fetched, 
for  great  merchants,  33  marks  to  37  marks ;  great  middle,  from  30  marks 
to  34  marks ;  small  middle  and  Christians*,  from  11  marks  to  18  marks ; 
but  the  prices  could  not  be  sustained,  and  fell  for  the  large  sorts 
2  marks,  and  for  the  smaller  from  3  marks  to  4  marks.  4,200  tons 
remained  in  stock  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Swedish  herrings  went  at  first  at  moderately  good  prices,  but 
fell  afterwards,  and  left  a  stock  of  2,700  tons  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dutch  herrings  had  a  lagging  sale  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  A 
great  part  of  the  stocks  left  from  1883  was  exported  to  other  ports,  as 
it  could  not  be  got  rid  of  here.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  take  of  1884 
was  sent  here,  as  the  Scotch  herring  is  preferred,  and  is  cheaper. 

The  Scotch  West  coast  matties,  however,  were  disappointing  in 
quality.  The  small  supply  of  them,  when  of  good  quality,  sold  at  from 
40  marks  to  60  marks ;  superfine  fetched  from  70  marks  to  80  marks. 

Scotch  East  coast  herrings  were  in  stock  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  as  matties  and  mixed.  Tlie  sale  was  dull  in  January,  and  improved 
somewhat  in  March.  Crown-branded  matties  fell  from  29  marks  and 
30  marks  to  23  marks  and  24  marks  ;  crown-branded  mixed  from 
30  marks  and  31  marks  to  25  marks  and  26  marks.  In  the  course  of 
the  year  a  part  of  the  stock,  consisting  of  several  thousand  tons,  was 
sold  at  the  heavy  loss  of  10  marks  to  12  marks  per  ton.    About  2,000 
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tons  remained  in  stock.  The  early  commencement  of  Scotch  fishing, 
and  tbe  extraordinarily  great  import,  threw  an  immense  quantity  of 
inferior  fish  into  the  continental  markets,  but  were  very  little  in 
demand.  The  prices  ruled  lower  than  formerly,  viz. :  unbranded  full 
herrings^  from  28  marks  to  32  marks ;  matiies  from  15  marks  to 
20  marks ;  the  last  sunk  then  from  6  marks  to  9  marks,  and  cheaper. 
Crown-branded  did  not  fall  so  much  as  the  others,  because  the  take  was 
smaller ;  prices  fetched  30  marks,  and  sunk  gradually  to  35  marks  and 
36  marks.  Crown-branded  ihlen  fell  from  25  marks  to  17  marks  and 
20  marks;  crown-branded  mixed,  from  22  marks  and  23  marks  to 
16  marks  and  19  marks  ;  crown-branded  matties,  from  20  marks  and 
22  marks  to  12  marks  and  16  marks,  according  to  qualities ;  tornbellies 
were  offered  at  from  5  marks  to  7  marks.  70,000  tons  of  Scotch 
herrings  remained  in  stock  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  were  many  complaints  this  year  of  the  quality  of  not  only  the 
unbranded,  but  the  crown-branded  herrings.  The  fish  which  came  first 
into  the  market  was  badly  sorted  and  soft,  and  not  good  for  keepings 
and  yet  generally  had  the  crown  stamp.  It  would  appear  that  the 
ofiBcials  are,  in  the'  face  of  a  large  supply,  unable  to  make  a  proper 
inspection  of  the  barrels,  and  that  dry  salters  take  advantage  of  this  to 
get  the  crown  brand  placed  on  fish  which  do  not  deserve  it.  The  crown 
brand  is  therefore  becoming  discredited  in  these  quarters,  and  buyers 
look  more  to  the  brand  of  the  firm  than  to  that  of  the  crown.  Many 
dry  salters  have  now  their  own  trade  mark,  and  some  of  these  wares  are 
preferred  to  those  which  bear  the  crown  mark. 

HutBOTJB  WOBKS. 

The  works  for  improving  and  enlarging  the  harbour  at  Pillau  have 
been  proceeding  with  much  activity,  and  will  be  completed  probably  in 
the  course  of  the  year ;  the  harbour  will  then  be  one  of  the  best  in  the 
Baltic,  and  be  less  flushed  up  with  ice  and  water  than  other  Baltic  ports. 
At  KOnigsberg,  on  the  contrary,  at  the  very  beginning  of  winter,  ships 
begin  to  be  shy  of  ventming  up  the  river  through  apprehension  of 
being  shut  up  for  the  whole  season  in  ice,  and  the  danger  of  this  will  now 
be  much  lessened  by  the  use  of  the  steam  ice-breaker,  which  will 
commence  its  operations  next  month. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  Konigsberg  labours  in  its 
sea  communication  will  thus  be  alleviated,  but  now  the  greater  one 
remains  in  the  shallowness  of  the  water  in  the  Pregel  during  a  part  of  the 
year,  and  the  water  in  the  Frishe  Haff  during  all  the  year.  Steamers 
of  heavy  burden  are  on  this  account  obliged,  at  great  expense,  to  unload 
part  of  their  cargoes  at  Pillau,  and  forward  it  by  lighters.  A  prospect 
is  on  foot  for  excavating  a  water  channel  in  the  Prishe  Haff,  and  some 
steps  have  been  taken  for  putting  it  in  execution,  but  many  years  will 
pass  by  before  it  is  completed. 

"Wateb  CoMMmnciTioKs. 

The  water  communications  with  Eussia  have  received  considerable 
improvement  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  and  a  good  deal  of  labour 
has  been  expended  in  the  enlarging  of  the  "Grossen  Friedrichs- 
graben,"  and  of  the  Deine,  an  affluent  of  the  Pregel,  in  the  regulation 
of  the  Nemonien,  and  on  the  improvements  of  the  bridges  and  roads  at 
Tapiau.  Much  however  remains  yet  to  be  done  before  the  entire  system 
of  these  waterways  with  Bussia  can  have  such  as  an  equal  and  normal 
depth  of  water  as  to  make  them  navigable  throughout  the  summer. 
The  importance  of  this  water  traffic  is  f^tested  by  tbe  following  figures. 
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nude  up  of  the  totals  of  the  official  returns  of  inkad  aaiKng  reraels  at 
the  Labian  bridge  and  Sohmaleiuagken,  a  small  place  on  the  Pltissian 
froDtier,  on  the  side  of  the  Niemen. 

The  totals    of   the  water  traffic  at    the  Labian  bridge  and  at 
Schmakniogken  were  respectiyely  : — 


At  thb  Labiau  Bbidos. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

Bafts. 

Year. 

Numbers. 

Cargoes. 

Nnmbcra. 

Cargoes. 

Numbers. 

Empty. 

With 
Cargo. 

Empty. 

With 
Cargo. 

Square 
Metcra. 

1884...        .« 
1883 

1884 

1883... 

1882. 

1881 

7 
9 

5 
20 
22 
23 

586 
543 

101 
71 
95 
71 

Kilos. 
15,907,800 
11,595,200 

At  SCHl 

4,967,500 
5,808,711 
5,008,793 
4,638,878 

1,782 
1,901 

rALESlK 

963 
1,039 
1,317 

i,oei 

2,287 
2,522 

a&XN. 

1,529 
1,769 
2,111 
1,655 

Kilos. 
166,070,654 
210,397,600 

97,099,550 
137,796,220 
125,920,663 

99,121,101 

899 
818 

1,888 
2,275 
2,047 
1,870 

187.829 
431,490 

508,886-76 
961,118-07 
d74,848-46 
796,80400 

JlAILWAI'S. 

In  course  of  the  year  a  local  line  has  been  opened  from  Konigsberg  Railways. 
to  Falmnicken,  branching  off  from  the  station  at  Fischhauscn,  or  the 
Pillan  line.  Palmnicken  is  close  to  the  Baltic,  and  the  site  of  the 
amber  mines,  and  it  is  for  their  utility  the  line  has  been  established. 
A  railway  will  shortly  be  opened  from  Konigsberg  to  Eranz,  a 
frequented  bathing-place  on  the  Baltic,  about  30  mUes  from  Konigsberg. 
In  the  proTince  the  requisite  supplies  have  been  voted  for  new  lines 
from  Allenstein  by  Soldau  to  Illowo,  from  Labiau  to  Tilsit,  and 
from  Jablonowo  to  Soldau.  The  continuation  of  the  line  by  Eobbelbude 
and  Allenstein  to  the  frontier  has  special  interest  for  Konigsberg,  as 
it  places  it  in  direct  but  circuitous  communication  with  Warsaw. 

There  have  been  earnest  efforts  made  to  get  tho  railways  to  reduce 
their  tariffs  so  as  to  compete  in  the  transport  of  goods  into  the 
Sussiau  lines  to  Libau,  but  not  with  much  effect,  although  some 
alleviations  have  been  made.  The  difference  of  railway  freight  is  so 
advantageous  to  Eussian  traffic  by  tho  Libau-Homuy  Bailway,  that 
libau  continues  to  surpass  KOnigsberg  every  year  as  a  port  of  wheat 
export. 

For  the  transport  of  herrings,  railway  authorities  have  made  the 
concession  during  the  past  year  of  conveying  them  in  closed  waggons, 
which  is  a  great  advantage,  as  the  goods  were  completely  spoiled  when 
exposed  to  strong  summer  beat. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  of  the  passenger  traffic  in  "  Suedbahn,*' 
and  *'  Ostbahn  **  in  1884,  but  a  falling  off  in  the  conveyance  of  goods 
and  cattle  amounting  to  10  per  cent. 

BunSLS  AVTD  IlfSUBAirCES. 

Banking  Businets.-- Although  the  total  amount  of  banking  buainess  Banking 
done  was  somewhat  grimter  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  profits  were  losurancc. 
lesst  the  K&nigsberger  Yereinsbank,  the  most  important  bank  here 
after  the  Beichsbank,  giving  only  a  dividend  of  5^  per  cent,  against 
6  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 
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Insurance  Companies, — Fire,  life,  transport,  and  hail  insurance 
companies  had  a  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  insurance  made  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  falling  off  in  life  insurance  was  the  most 
remarkable.  The  hail  insurance  company,  however,  last  year  had 
greater  profits  than  usual,  owing  to  a  lesser  prevalence  than  usual  of 
hailstorms  in  these  districts. 

Housebtdlding, — The  building  of  new  houses  continues  to  be  carried 
on  with  great  activity,  and  the  new  buildings  are  much  superior  in 
appearance  and  commodiousness  to  the  old.  Bents,  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  of  new  buildings,  have  somewhat  fallen. 


Books. 


Ai^riculture. 


Book  Tbabe. 

The  K()nigsberg  book,  art,  and  music  trade  was  of  much  the 
same  magnitude  as  last  year,  and  the  profits  were  satisfactory, 
owing  chiefly  to  a  combination  by  which  the  booksellers  have  agreed  to 
have  one  common  agent  at  Leipzig,  and  at  Berlin  the  quantity  of 
different  kinds  of  school-books  in  use  is  surprising,  amounting  to  no  less 
than  750,  among  which  Greek  and  Latin  classics  and  English  and 
French  reading  books  form  only  a  very  small  proportion.  There  is  also 
an  increased  sale  of  cheap  popular  periodicals  and  books  in  numbers 
for  household  reading. 

AOBICITLTfJBE. 

The  results  of  the  year  1884  have  occasioned  loud  and  general 
complaints.  The  agricultural  profits  of  the  year,  especially  upon  wheat, 
have  been  very  low,  in  spite  of  the  increased  outlay  which  proprietors 
and  farmers  have  made  m  improvements.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  some  agriculturists  who  had  entered  on  the  line  of  agricultural 
improvements  have  brought  them  to  a  standstill.  The  majority,  how- 
ever, still  continue,  in  spite  of  the  teinporary  depression,  to  carry  out 
the  system  already  commenced  of  arriving  at  increased  profits  by  im- 
provements in  land  culture,  and  in  the  keeping  and  breeding  of  live 
stock. 

The  uncommonly  mild  winter  of  1883-84  prejudiced  the  agricuul- 
tural  as  well  as  the  commercial  operations,  the  agriculturists  as  well  as 
the  traders  in  corn  and  wood  relying  upon  a  severe  winter  to  harden 
the  wet  soil,  and  on  a  fall  of  snow  to  make  transport  possible  by  sledges. 
The  unchaussied  roads  in  the  loose  soil  here  became  quite  untraffic- 
able  in  a  moist  warm  winter,  and  the  number  of  chaussees  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  needs  of  transport  in  these  provinces.  The  winter  of 
1883-84  was  so  mild  that,  contrary  to  custom  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Memel,  cattle  were  seen  out  in  the  fields  in  February,  and  on  account 
of  the  softness  of  the  earth  in  the  low  districts  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  in  the  hay  from  the  outlying  meadows,  so  that  there  was  a  want 
of  fodder  for  stalled  cattle.  A  strong  frost,  however,  set  in  in  the 
beginning  of  March  ;  then  came  a  period  of  spring  weather,  during 
which  the  savings  for  summer  crops  were  begun:  to  this  period 
succeeded,  however,  some  weeks  of  snow  and  rain,  which  damaged  the 
seed  already  sown,  so  that  a  portion  of  the  fields  had  to  be  twice  sown. 

The  last  dry  weather  which  came  on  in  the  summer  damaged  the 
wheat  in  ear,  but  was  favourable  to  harvesting  operations,  so  that  a 
moderate  crop  was  expected ;  expectations,  however,  which  were  not 
fulfilled  when  the  corn  was  thrashed  out.  The  disappointment  was 
felt  the  more,  as  the  prices  of  corn  had  fallen  very  low.  The  cultivation 
of  beetroot  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  sugar  crisis, 
which  has  so  long  prevailed  throughout  Central  Germany. 
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Notwithstanding  the  heavy  discounii^ement  under  which  agricultare 
has  laboured  for  two  years,  the  agricultural  societies  still  continue  to 
organise  themselves  for  the  improvement  of  land  culture  and  cattle 
breeding.  The  vast  extent  of  low-lying  lands  in  this  district  renders 
drainage  of  especial  importance.  Under  the  protection  of  the  law  of 
April  1,  1878, 16  companies  for  draining  land  have  been  formed  in  this 
district,  with  a  capital  of  1,967,000  marls,  and  embracing  the  drainage 
of  1 1,355  hectares,  so  that  the  cost  of  drainage  of  a  hectare  wjll  amount 
to  164  marks;  these  operations  are  directed  by  an  engineer  who  has 
made  agricultural  matters  his  special  profession.  Tbe  attempts  of 
small  agriculturists  to  drain  on  their  own  account  have  sometimes  failed 
for  want  of  employment  of  a  properly-qualified  engineer. 

Six  new  local  societies  have  been  formed  in  the  course  of  the  year  Cattle  breed- 
1884  for  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of  cattle.  There  is  also  a  "  Herd  ^^' 
Society  "  for  all  East  Prussia  for  the  improvement  of  the  herd  of  Dutch 
cattle.  The  horse  and  cattle  show,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report 
as  having  been  held  in  Konigsberg,  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
East  Prussian  Agricultural  Central  Union.  Other  agricultural  shows 
were  held  in  other  parts  of  the  district.  Prizes  were  distributed  both 
fur  horses  and  cattle.  The  breeding  of  horses  in  this  district  has  been 
attended  with  excellent  results,  and  the  stranger  on  arriving  here  is 
surprised  at  the  number  of  fine  horses  to  be  seen  on  all  sides — horses 
for  light  and  heavy  draught,  and  suited  also  for  cavalry.  The  breed  of 
cattle  preferred  here  at  present  is  the  white  and  black  Dutch  of 
East  Finland,  although  sliorthorns  are  beginning  to  be  introduced  by 
enterprising  proprietors.  About  94  per  cent,  of  those  exhibited  are 
usually  Dutch,  and  only  6  per  cent,  of  other  breeds. 

As  well-bred  and  well-fed  cattle  fetch  much  higher  prices  in  the 
market,  the  attention  and  outlay  of  the  agriculturist  meets  with  prompt 
encouragement,  and  the  movement  will  no  doubt  have  much  greater 
extension.  Cattle  keeping,  and  indeed  farming  generally,  is  done  on  a 
large  scale.  Herds  of  200  and  more  cattle  are  not  uncommon,  and  as 
they  must  be  stalled  in  winter  the  outlay  on  buildings  for  their  keep, 
which  are  of  vast  extent,  is  very  considerable ;  there  are  few  small  hola- 
ings,  and  it  is  obvious  that  for  cattle  keeping  a  farmer  with  a  small 
capital  labours  under  much  disadvantage. 

It  may  be  instructive  to  inspect  the  balance  sheet  of  a  cattle  farm  in 
the  district  of  Saalfeld.  This  establishment  consists  of  a  herd  of  about 
120  pure-bred  black  and  white  East  Eriesianders,  45  red  and  red  and 
white  East  Frieslanders,  and  22  Angeler  and  other  breeds.  In  summer 
the  herd  is  kept  out  from  the  16th  of  May  to  the  15th  of  September  ; 
then  they  are  driven  backwards  and  forwards  to  their  grazing  grounds 
till  the  time  comes  for  stalling  them  in  winter.  In  winter  each  head 
receives  on  the  average  from  4  to  5  lbs.  of  artificial  fodder,  2 
to  3  lbs.  of  cake,  and  according  to  the  harvest,  10  to  16  lbs.  of  hay ; 
no  roots.  The  milk  is  managed  according  to  a  system  called  the  Swarz 
system,  except  during  a  brief  period  of  the  autumn ;  100  pigs  are 
fattened  j  early. 

The  cows  gave  on  an  average  2,380  litres  per  head  during  the  year, 
and  altogether  400,5*23  litres  of  milk,  of  which  374,120  litres  w^ere  used 
for  butter,  and  of  which  26,986  cwts.  were  made,  bringing  in  31,570 
marks,  which  was  at  the  rate  of  1  lb.  of  butter  per  14*4  litres  of  milk. 

The  balance  of  account  of  the  dairy  was— 
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OESMAHT. 


REOBPn. 

ACarks.  pf. 

For  butter,  cheese,  and  fikimmed  milk         ••         ..  35,583  26 

gale  of  calves        2,889  77 

sale  of  pigs          7,008  90 

fresh  milk  employed  in  household  Mff  amd 

for  calves,  26,484  litrei  at  107  marks          • .  2,648  40 
skimmed  milk  employed  in  htusehold  daily  and 

for  calves,  69,930  litres  at  4  p£          ..         ..  2,197  02 

•  80  litres  of  cream  at  1  mark 30  00 

batter  for  household  use,  daliy,  fto.       ••        ••  756  08 

7o«al        ••  M,158.48 


Ifarks.  pf. 

Coat  of  pig  feeding      ..         ••         ••         ••         ••  4^667  78 

Artificial  fodder  for  cows        ••         ••         ••         •«  14,880  00 

Current  expenses  of  daily ••  407  75 

Dairy  servants •        ••        «•  2,180  00 

l^onr  dairy  maids  at  200  marks         ••        ••        <•  800  00 

Ten  oecasional  milkers  at  54  marks  «*         .^        ^*  540  00 

Oil,  petroleum,  firing,  &c      . .         .  •         •«         . .  485  00 

Three  feeders  for  cows  and  one  for  pigs  at  800  nuuios  1,200  00 

Carrying  batter  to  market  by  two  horses  ...         .  •  100  00 

Gleaning  and  dressiDg  of  cows         ••         ..^        ••  160  ^ 

Hay  binding,  fto %•        *•  110  00 

Total         25,410  00 

Marks,  pf. 

Beceipts          «.        «• 51,158  48 

Bxpenses          .. 25,410  50 

Remainder    «.*.         ••         ..         ««  25,747  98 

From  this  must  be  subtracted  interest  on  capital  ••  8,000  00 

^  W     I    I     M    II   ■  I  ■     I 

Eemaindeir       22,747  ^ 


Sheep. 

Harvest. 

Wheat. 
Beetroot. 

Hops. 
Price  of 
labour. 


The  sum  represents  as  nearly  as  possible  the  value  of  the  hay  and 
clover  supplied  by  the  farm  and  consumed  by  the  cattle,  and  which 
remains  for  profit 

There  are  suhsidiary  calculations  as  to  the  sale  and  renewal  of  live 
stock,  which  do  not  however  affect  the  above  figures  to  any  sensible 
degree. 

The  breeding  of  slieep  has  been  neglected  of  late  iii  favour  of  cattle, 
and  much  complaint  has  been  made  of  the  quality  of  the  wool. 

The  prosfressive  extension  which  cattle  breeding  and  keeping  receives 
here  tends  to  make  agriculturists  turn  their  attention  more  and  more  to 
ihe  cultivation  of  clovers,  lucern,  and  roots. 

The  harvest  in  rape,  clover,  and  hay  was  a  very  good  one  in  1884 ;  in. 
potatoes  and  buckwheat  not  quite  so  good,  and  not  nearly  so  good  in 
peas  and  tares.  The  failure  of  the  harvest  was  shown  mostly  in  wheat, 
lye,  barley,  oats,  and  beans. 

The  great  drought  in  the  summer  was  especially  pi^judicial  to  wheat 
and  rye,  and  to  the  late  sown  summer  crops. 

Beetroot,  however,  ffufiered  the  most,  both  on  account  of  the  late 
wet,  cold  spring,  and  the  extraordinary  dryness  of  the  summer. 

Hops  are  beginning  to  be  more  cultivated. 

The  price  of  labour  varies  considerably  in  the  different  districts  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KoKioi^^a.  51 

East  FruBsia.  As  a  rule  labour  was  in  eood  demand  during  1884,  on 
account  of  the  quantity  of  ehaussSes  i^hich  are  being  laid  down,  of 
railways  to  be  completed,  and  of  drainage  works  in  progress.  In  the 
circle  of  KOnigsberg  labour  in  harrest  time  was  the  dearest :  a  man 
received  from  2  to  8  marks  a  day,  while  in  the  districts  of  Mem  el 
and  Eossil  they  received  only  from  1  mark  20  p£  to  1  mark  70  pf.  a 
day ;  women  did  not  get  half  as  much. 

It  is  reported  that  the  tide  of  labourers  from  the  country  to  the 
centres  of  industry  is  beginnj^  to  ti^ruk 

The  value  of  landed  property  has  not  changed  much  during  the  last 
year,  although  the  sales  whicli  have  taken  place  show  that  well-cultivated 
properties  have  a  tendency  to  rise  rather  than  &11  in  value. 
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Skipping. 


GREECE. 

CEPHALONIA. 

Report  hy  Vice-Consul  Saunders  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Cephalonia/or  the  Tear  1884i. 

The  total  number  of  ships  which  arriTed  in  Cephalonia  in  the  year 
1884  was  469,  and  their  burthen  69,702  tons. 

]n  the  previous  two  years  the  number  and  burthen  of  the  ships  that 
arrived  were : — 


Year. 

Steamers, 

Sailing  Yessela. 

Total  of 
Ships. 

ToUlof 

Number. 

Tons. 

Nomber. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1882    .. 
1888    .. 

46 
86 

81,207 
28,954 

400 
494 

89,567 
44,460 

446 
680 

70,774 
68,614 

The  total  number  of  ships  which  sailed  in  1884  was  461,  and  their 
burthen  67,268  tons. 

In  the  previous  two  years  the  number  and  burthen  of  the  ships  that 
sailed  were : — 


Year. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  Yessels. 

Total  of 
Ships. 

Total  of 

Nomber. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1882    .. 
1888    .. 

46 
86 

81,207 
28,964 

895 
497 

89,248 
45,068 

441 
588 

70,455 
69,017 

Further  particulars  respecting  the  ships  that  arrived  in  the  year 
1884  are  given  in  the  following  tables.  The  clearances  were  approxi-* 
mately  the  same. 
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A.— YmiLS  IirwASDs. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

[^Nationality. 

Total  of 
Ships. 

Total  of 

Tons. 

Namher. 

Tons. 

Nomber. 

Tons. 

Angtrian.. 

•• 

4 

315 

815 

British    .. 

17 

16,881 

•  • 

•• 

17 

16,881 

Ihitch      .. 

6 

4,286 

•  • 

•  • 

4,286 

Qerman  •• 

6 

8,586 

•  • 

•  • 

8,586 

<}reek      .. 

1 

982 

807 

84,074 

808 

85,056 

Italian     .. 

,, 

•  • 

5 

825 

825 

21 

6,784 

•  • 

•  • 

21 

6,784 

Roflsian    •• 

1 

468 

8 

1,215 

1,678 

Turkish  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

891 

,    801 

Total   .. 

52 

82,482 

417 

87,220 

460 

69,702 

Cephalonia  Ships. — The  number  of  ships  belonging  to  this  island 
and  that  of  Ithaca  at  the  close  of  the  year  1884  was  363,  inclusive  of  22 
steamers,  and  their  tonnage  of  31,687  tons. 

The  following  table  serves  to  classify  the  shipping  in  the  year  1884 
ttccordiug  to  the  nationalities  respectively  employed  in  the  carrying 
trade : — 


NationaUty. 

Quantity  Exported, 

Austrian..         •• 

British 

Dutch 

German 

Greek 

Norwegian         

Tons. 

855 
8,680 
1,286 
1,150 

106 
2,014 

Total 

0,000 

In  the  above  shipments  are  included  508  tons  Morea  and  120  tons  Currants. 
Santa  Maura  currants,  besides  1,322  tons  Cephalonia  and  Santa  Maura, 
and  20  tons  Morea  currants  of  the  crop  of  1883.    280  pipes  of  wine 
from  Mr.  E.  A.  Toole's  establishment,  which  have  been  shipped  to 
Germany,  also  figui^e  in  the  above  table. 

Freight. — ^The  rates  of  freight  effected  from  Cephalonia  in  the  year  Freights, 
1884  were  as  follows  : — 


Destination. 

Rate  of  Freight. 

London • 

Lirerpool           

Belgium 

Holland 

France    ••        

22s.  6d.tol5s.1 

25s.                   1  With  10  per  cent. 

}     25s.  to  22s.  6d.  J      ^'^^' 

22  frs.  in  full  to  20  fn.,  and 
5  per  cent,  primage. 
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Imports.  Imparls. — The  imports  in  1884  haVe  been  in  excess  of  those  of  the 

previous  fear,  but  th^  reason  of  this  increase  is  because  importers  had 
given  orders  for  goods  beyond  their  actual  reouirements^  patftly  owing 
to  the  decline  in  the  ^tcbaofi^y  bttt  principally  in  anticipation  of  the 
new  Ou8tom''hon8e  tariff,  whicn  has  been  in  wree  since  the  Idtfa  of 
November  last,  and  which  imposes  a  heavier  duty  on  a  nomlrar  of 
articles,  principally  manufactured  goods. 

The  linhappy  result,  however,  of  the  Currant  (firop  has  been  felt 
more  or  tess  l^  all  dasses,  amd  the  said  of  ^sommoditiee  has  been  reduced 
in  proportion. 

The  approximate  value  of  imports  dtlrlng  the  pbsb  yeM'  may  be 
climated  at  252,000^.,  against  240,500/.  in  1883. 

Classification  of  imports  in  the  year  1884,  acdordiug  to  the  botnltries 
from  which  they  have  Deen  imported : — 


Countriea. 

Value. 

£ 

Great  Britain     .. 

87,000 

Austria  and  Germanj  •• 

45,00^ 

Tittttce    .. 

16,000 

Italy       ..        •.        «. 

26,000 

BoBsU 

64,000 

Tnrkej    .•        • ••        •• 

United  States «• 

19,000 

7,000 

ixTMOO      ••             ••             •«             ••             *'<m            «• 

48,000 

Total         

262,000 
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The  subjoined  table  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  various  articles  of 
import  classed  according  to  their  respective  denominations  : — 


Articles. 


Coff«o 

Sugar 

Rio© 

Otluur  colonials  ••         ••         •« 

Butter 

Chtase 

Oroedries         

Ca}^ 

CavisM  .,         ••         ••         •• 

Fiali  (dried,  smoked,  and  picUed)   . . 

„    (fresh  from  Oreeee) 
Grain  and  pulse         ..         •• 

Floar^Ddpastiy        

Potatoes,  onions,  Ac 

Dyes  and  colours 

Tiintiid  oil 

Petvoleum       

Coata 

SulplMU  

Stares  and  hoops        

Hides^aaUed)  

„    (teaned) 
Leather  ••         •• 

Hedidnirts  and  drugs  ••         •• 

Timber  , 

Otass  and  eiNiieBffare 

Hats,  cape,  &c.  

Wax,  c»fidle%  tiUPezfk  ^     »*       *^ 

Hatches  

MeAdbi 

lien      ••         ••         J 

Hardware        

Catlefsr  

Sew&Bg  machines       

Jfnauture        

Jewelleiy        

Haberdashery 

Rope     .• 

Cottoatsztiles  

OottoflL  yam  (extya  for  sewing) 

„         „  (common) 

„      twist 

ajf&en  lexvues ••  ••        •• 

Woetlen    „ 

Part  woollen  textiles 

fiilktextnes 

Xdnen  thread  ^^         

'Shoe  thread  ••  ••  •*  •« 
Paper  (ovdinasy  hfomm  for  wrapfteg) 
Stationery       .^        ^        ^         .. 

Soap  and  perfumes 

Salt     .. 

Tobacco  

Animals  for  slaughter           •  • 
Other  articles • 


Total 


Value. 


£ 
10,500 
20,500 
5,^00 
1,500 
2,000 
1,450 
1,760 

080 

MOO 

750 

7,500 

1,000 

1,200 

400 

7,000 

750 

0,206 

a,750 

2,000 

8,500 

2,500 

8,000 

^800 

1,500 

2,000 

?^50 

750 

700 

«00 

8,500 

8iO 

j»0 

900 

800 

1,500 

060 

1»,580 

tfiO 

8,500 

1,000 

2,750 

2,850 

4,500 

2,000 

800 

750 

700 

8,000 

300 

OjOO 

16,500 

7,250 

1,470 


252,000 
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The  following  table  18  a  classification  of  the  imports  from  Great 
Britain  with  their  respective  Talnes :— 


Articles. 

Value. 

Fish  (smoked  and  pickled) 

Groceries       

Dyes  and  colours 

Hides  (salted,  irom  Malta) 

Earthenware 

Coals 

Gunpowder  (from  Malta) 

Cutlery           

Iron 

Hardware 

Medidnals 

Haberdashery 

Cotton  textiles          

Cotton  yarn  (extra  for  sewmg) 

n    twist 

Linen  textiles          

»      thread 

Shoetiiread 

Part  woollen  textiles 

Otiier  articles 

£ 

6,500 
600 
600 
900 
600 
750 
450 
250 
650 

1,900 
750 
850 
12,760 
700 
800 

1.400 
950 
460 

4,500 
750 

Total        •«         

87,000 

The  imports  from  Greece  in  1884  with  their  respeotiTO 
as  follows  :— 


were 


Articles. 

Value. 

Animals  for  slaoghter         

Grain 

Fish  (fresh  from  Missolonghi) 

Potatoes,  onions,  &c 

Cheese 

Salt 

Tobacco         

Cotton  textiles          

f,      yam 

Other  articles 

£ 
7,260 
9,500 

750 
1,800 
1,400 

900 

16,500 

7,000 

8,500 

900 

Total         

48,000 

Remittances, — ^The  value  of  specie  and  of  drafts,  &c ,  remitted  in  the 
year  1884  by  natives  trading  abroad  is  estimated  at  150,00021 
Exports.  Exports, — The  value  of  exports  from  Cephalonia  in  the  year  1883 

was  135,936/. 

Those  of  the   year  1884|  with  their  respective  yalues,  were  as 
follows : — 
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Articles. 


Ciirraiits  (Cepbalonia,  1 888  crop) 
(        „  1«84    „  ) 

(Ithtca  1884    „  ) 

Winet,  Bpirita,  and  liquoni 

Argol        

Olive  oU 

-Cheese 

Hides  and  skins  ••         •• 

Other  articles 

ToUl         


Tods 


Gallons 

Lbs. 

Gallons 

Lbs. 

Bales 


Quantity. 


795 

7,790 

160 

170,000 

450,000 

80,000 

120,000 

140 


Value. 


7,900 

78,075 

1,485 

10,500 

2.975 

8,100 

1,670 

1,600 

200 


102,855 


Exchange. — ^The  rate  of  exchange  on  London  for  three  months'  bills  Exchange, 
ilnring  the  first  tliree  months  of  last  year  fluctuated  from  26  drs.  65  cts. 
to  26  drs.  90  cts.,  but  subsequently  it  began  to  decline  gradually,  and 
during  the  shipping  season  it  went  down  to  25  drs.,  and  m  one  or  two 
instances  as  low  as  24  drs.  85  cts.  At  present  the  rate  is  quoted 
nominally  at  26  drs.  80  cts.,  there  being  no  drawers,  but  it  will  soon 
have  to  decline  a^^ain. 

The  averaffe  rate  of  exchange  in  the  year  1884  for  three  months' 
sterling  bills  during  each  month  was  as  follows : — 


Month. 

Bate. 

January •• 

February.*        ••        ••        ••        •• 

Hsreh 

AprU 

i^y    

June       • 

July       

August 

September         

October 

KoYember         

December          ••        

Drs.     Cts. 
26        70 
26        65 
26        75 
26        65 
26        45 
26        10 
26        15 
25        75 
25        60 
25        45 
25        85 
25        80 

Agbicultubb. 

Ctfrrun^.— The  damage  caused  to  this  crop  bj  the  repeated  rains  Currants. 
<[uriDff  the  drying  season  was  much  greater  than  that  in  1888.  It  is 
true  that  a  fifth  of  the  crop  had  been  housed  previous  to  the  fatal 
moment,  but  a  great  part  of  it  was  but  imperfectly  dried,  and  con- 
sequently not  of  keeping  quality.  Moreover,  a  large  portion  of  this  so- 
caAed  sound  was  mixed  by  the  growers  and  the  local  speculators  with 
iheir  rain-daroa^ed  fruit,  which  made  matters  worse. 

Merchants,  however,  owing  to  the  very  bad  system  of  advancing 
money  to  the  growers  against  their  produce,  have  had  to  take  what 
fruit  they  could  get  to  cover  themselves,  though  in  many  instances  the 
quality  was  such  that  they  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  assume  the  risk 
on  themselves,  and  they  therefore  rejectea  large  parcels  from  their 
respective  customers,  who  either  bad  to  dispose  of  their  stocks  to  local 
•speculators  at  a  very  low  price,  or  to  ship  for  tiieir  account. 

The  consuming  markets  also,  after  the  experience  of  last  year's 
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rain-damaged  crop,  were  veir  slow  in  taking  fruit,  and  tbe  unfavourable 
impression  created  by  the  bulk  of  the  first  shipments  depressed  this 
market  still  further,  for  buyers  on  the  Continent  would  not  hear  of 
the  opening  prices  of  20s.  6 J.  and  18«.  6c?.  per  cwt.  cost  and  freight  for 
sound  and  rain-damaged  respectively,  though  several  goods  parcels  were 
sold  at  these  prices.  A  decline  soon  followed,  but  even  then  it  was  not 
easy  to  sell  floating,  for  buyers  had  lost  all  confidence  in  the  quality 
and  preferred  choosing  their  parcels  on  arrival. 

Proprietors  consequently  have  had  to  sell  their  produce  very  cheap ; 
indeed  the  price  realised  in  several  instances  was  so  low  as  not  to  cover 
the  expense  of  cultivation. 

The  quantity  produced,  including  the  crop  of  the  Island  of  Ithaca, 
was  9,780  tons,  against  7,895  tons  in  1883,  and  its  value  67,185/., 
against  1Q7,000Z.  in  1883. 

The  amount  of  the  Cephalonia  and  Ithaca  crops,  with  their  respec- 
tive values,  is  as  follows : — 


Growth. 

Qoantity. 

Talue. 

OophaUmia 

Ithaca           • 

Tons. 
160 

£ 

85,750 

1,485 

Totia 

9,780 

87,186 

The  following  table  is  a  >classification  of  thesUpments  of  Cephalonia 
and  Ithaca  currants  of  the  crop  of  1884  to  the  end  of  the  year 
according  to  the  countries  to  which  they  have  been  exported:— 


When  Exported  to. 

Qoantity. 

Valae, 

Beagiam        

HoUand         

Germany       

IVance           

United  BSngdom 

Austria          

Tons. 

1,250 

8,150 

1,700 

080 

620 

180 

£ 

12,275 

81,760 

16,700 

5,580 

6^260 

1*850 

TML  «.        ^ 

7^0 

TMOfi 

The  remaining  1,900  tons  have  been  shippad  ia  18dSL 

Of  the  tSanta  Maurs  crop  'Only  120  tons  Imv^o  been  shipped  JEvaayi 

this  island  in  the  year  1884 

M[>rea  Omranit^ — ^The  gouvtity  sfaipfipd  from  Ceplialoma  iu  the 

year  ISSA  vaaJS2B  tons,  agauiet  S18  toxyi  in  1883,  and  was  di^oa^d  -of 

as  follows  s — 


IRbwa  supped  io. 

\ 

Qaantityi 

Talne. 

IlnUeil  £iu)gditt     .. 
Qennaiiy       .^ 
France  (vil^Byra)     •« 

Teas. 
260 

210 
28 

8,400 

2,900 

225 

!Dttil  ^ 

«I6 

«^585 
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Wine,-^The  quantitj  produced  has  fallen  short  of  that  of  the  Wins, 
previous  year,   but  in  point  of  quality  this  vintage  has  turned  out 
superior  to  that  of  1883. 

The  value  of  the  wine  exported  to  GFermany  in  the  past  year  was 
4,500/.,  and  that  of  the  common  wine  3,750/. 

Olive  Oil, — The  crop  even  last  year  was  a  complete  failure:  only  117  Olive  oil. 
tons  were  exported  last  year,  which  were  ihippea  by  a  sailing  vessel  to 
Odessa:   a  portion  of  this  was  old  oil   from  Ithaca.     This  liquid    is 
retailed  at  the  equivalent  of  39/.  lOs.  per  ton,  free  on  board. 

The  olive  trees  show  well  throughout  the  ^island  at  the  present 
moment,  and  it  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  coming  crop  will  be  a  fair 
one. 

Grain  and  False, — The  quantity  produced  in  1881  was  only  90,000  Grain, 
bushels,  against  112,000  in  the  year  1883. 

The  quantity  of  the  different  crops,  with  their  respective  values,  was 
as  follows: — 


Crop. 

Qoa&iity. 

Talue. 

Whtat.-*         ,.         ••         •• 

Barley.. 

P^se 

Basktls. 

10,000 

78,000 

7,000 

£ 

1,M0 

14^00 

J,600 

fotal 

90,00t 

18,900 

Cepfcaloait,  November  17, 1885, 
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Sejport  hf  (hnsid  Meade  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Corfu 
for  the  Tear  1884. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Corfu  are  olive  oil  and  wine. 
The  following  table  is  given  by  the  Custom-house  as  the  total 
value  of  exports  during  the  year  1884 : — 


During  the  Present  Year. 

Total  Amount 
Transit  Move- 

Bemalnsin 

Countries. 

Dep6t,  8lBt 

To  Foreign 

To  Other  Ports 

ment. 

December,  1884. 

Porta. 

in  the  £iugdom. 

£        «.   d. 

£        8.      d. 

£       s,  d. 

£       «.   d. 

EDgland    .. 

102,747    2    6 

21,685  16    0 

169,458  15    8 

89,464    8    9 

Anairia 

14,925    9    7 

4,756  10    5 

28,000    8    0 

14,795  17    5 

Turkey      .. 

1,875  15    2 

28    4    0 

2,585    0    9 

20,467  15    8 

Italy 

7,165    4  10 

748  17    7 

9,680  14    5 

8,888  17    8 

France      .. 

619  12    0 

15  12  10 

662  16  10 

460    2    9 

BoobU       .. 

2,409    0    0 

1,176    0    0 

24,492    8  10 

6,977  18    0 

America    • . 

M76  15    2 

1,024    0  10 

6,122    6    5 

6v529  15    8 

Germany  .. 

103  12    0 

•  • 

278    0    0 

46    0    0 

Bgjpt       .. 

36  12    0 

,, 

86    0    0 

18  14    5 

Bonmenia . . 

V. 

•  • 

28,697  15    2 

11,895    5    1 

Total.. 

188,858  11    2 

29,675    i    8 

250,014    5    8 

109,484    4    2 

The  total  value  of  local  consumption  during  the  year  was 
86,980/.  12*.  lOrf. 

On  account  of  the  continuation  of  the  Phylloxera  in  France,  most 
of  the  wine  exported  went  to  that  country. 

The  following  table  was  received  from  the  Custom-house  as  the 
total  value  of  the  imports  of  Corfu  during  the  past  year ; — 

Ihpobts. 


Countries. 

Remaining  in 
Bond,  8lPt  Dec, 

During  the  Present  Year. 

1888. 

Direct. 

Total  in  Transit. 

£       «.    d 

£       9.   d. 

£         8,    d. 

England. 

29,277  11    0 

169,645    8    0 

198,922  19    0 

Austria 

8,681     1    5 

84,165    4    0 

87,796    5    5 

Turkey  ..        .♦ 

4,689    8    0 

18,418    8    0 

28,052  16    0 

Italy 

4,972    6  10 

18,542    4  10 

18,614  11    8 

France  ••         .•         •. 

822  19    7 

800    0    0 

1,122  19    7 

BuBsia  .. 

18,591  10    8 

17,878  11     2 

81,470    1  10 

America • 

5,956    6    6 

6,695  15    2 

12,652    1     8 

Gennany          •• 

•  • 

824    0    0 

824    0    0 

Egypt    

,, 

49  14    5 

49  14    5 

Boumenia 

12,945    0    8 

22,648    0    0 

35,598    0    3 

Total     .. 

75,886    4    8 

284,162    5    7 

859,498    9  10 
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There  were  imported  into  this  port  during  the  year  1884  7,582  tons  Cotls. 
of  coal,  all  from  the  United  Kingdom,  chieflj  for  the  use  of  the 
Austrian  Lloyd's    Company,  the   Greek    Navigafion   Company,  the 
Malta  and  Mediterranean  Gas  Company,  the  Greek  Government,  and 
some  steam  flour  mills. 

The  domestic  trade  of  Corfu  i^  hardly  worthy  of  mention,  and  is 
carried  on  in  small  hoats  amongst  the  other  Ionian  Islands  and  the 
neighhouring  coast  of  Epirus. 

Duties. 

The  duties  are  levied  on  the  weight  of  the  goods,  each  kind  having  Castoms 
a  special  tariff*.     It  is  therefore  difficult  to  state  what  the  duty  on  dnties. 
each  article  amounts  to,  unless  it  were  practicable  to  give  a  statement 
from  the  whole  Custom-house  tariff,  which  ia  very  voluminous. 

Generally  speaking,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  duties  vary  from 
30  to  50  per  cent,  on  the  value,  and  on  some  articles  which  are  subject 
to  a  special  tariff,  and  which  vary  from  60  to  150  per  cent.,  but  these 
latter  are  very  limited. 

It  is  not  out  of  place  here  to  remark  that  the  original  duty  charged 
by  the  Government  was  only  about  18  per  cent. ;  but  lately,  owing  to 
some  extraordinary  expenditures,  it  was  decided  to  augment  it  by 
10  per  cent.  Lately,  again,  the  Government  levied  an  extra  21  per  cent, 
on  the  above  duty  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

Since  the  Hth  June,  1884,  a  new  system  of  collecting  duties  has  Mode  of 
been  put  in  operation.  This  system  tends  to  encourage  the  local  <»ll®<5tion. 
industry,  and  therefore  all  raw  materials  are  totally  exempted  from 
duty  ;  while  a  heavy  duty  has  been  imposed  on  all  articles  of  luxury  in 
a  way  that  the  importation  is  impossible.  Hence  it  resulted  that  the 
Government's  encashments  are  much  decreased,  and  the  inhabitants 
derived  no  benefit  from  it ;  as  the  importation  of  articles  of  luxury  is 
very  limited,  and  the  population  have  to  pay  higher  for  the  necessaries 
of  life.  It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  industry  will  soon  be  ex- 
tended and  replace  the  heavy  expenses  that  are  being  incurred. 

The  Government,  on  its  part,  has  the  intention  to  balance  the  proposed 
deficit  in  duties  by  other  taxes  imposed  on  tobacco  and  spirits,  and  fiscal 
by  the  monopoly  of  petroleum,  lucifer  matches,  cigarette-paper,  and  measnree. 
playing  cards. 

A  tax,  moreover,  is  imposed  by  the  Municipal  Treasury,  which  on 
some  goods  amounts  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  total  Government  duty, 
while  others  are  specially  taxed  independently  of  the  duty.  By  this 
the  Municipal  Treasury  collects  from  10,000/.  to  18,000/.  annually. 

Besides  the  above,  another  municipal  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
Government  duty  is  imposed  for  the  construction  of  a  mole,  and  the 
vearly  amount  collected  for  this  purpose  is  calculated  to  be  about 
3,000/. 

The  operation  of  the  high  tariff  of  Greece  is  very  detrimental  to  Effects  of 
the  trade,  and  principally  on  account  of  the  contraband  trade,  which  tariff  on  trade, 
has  greatly  increased,  and  which  naturally  is  haraiful  to  the  legitimate 
trade. 

The  British  direct  shipping  at  Corfu  is  shown  by  the  following 
table : — 
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The  port  of  Corfu  requires  as  indispensable  the  construction  of  a  Harbour, 
small  mole  at  the  Custom-house  Wharf,  and  which  would  not  cost  the 
half  of  what  has  already  been  t^en  at  the  Custom-bouse  on  the 
imports  expressly  for  the  purpose.  At  present,  when  the  north- 
westerly wind  blows  bard,  it  is  impossible  to  embark  or  to  disembark 
goods  on  the  lighters  that  convey  them  to  the  vessels.  Even  passengers 
have  almost  an  equal  difficulty  in  getting  into  or  out  of  the  boats. 

The  principal  articles  of  agriculture  in  the  Island  of  Corfu  are  olive  Agricaltural 
oil  and  wine.  products, 

Olive  Oil. — The  crop  of  1884,  altboucjh  anticipated  to  turn  out  Oliyea. 
about  one-half  of  a  full  crop,  say  120,000  barrek,  equal  to  7^500  tuns, 
only  yielded  about  60,000  barrels,  equal  to  3,750  tuns,  realising  about 
36/.  lOtf.  per  tun,  and  stran^^e  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  favourable 
weather  (although  the  olive  tree  is  a  biennial  plant),  it  is  anticipated 
tkat  one-half  of  a  full  crop  will  be  realised  in  1885. 

Of  this  article  15,000  barrels  are  required  on  the  entire  island  for 
leeal  consumption^  and  for  the  manuikcture  of  soap. 

JFww.— The  yield  of  wines  in  1884  amounted  to  about  100,000  W"^«« 
Ionian  barrels,  equal  to  10,000  tuns ;  but  the  encouragement  offered  to 
vine  cultivators  by  the  increasing  demand  of  wine  for  exportation  to 
!France  and  Italy  has  induced  them  of  late  to  plant  large  quantities 
of  vines,  and  therefore  it  is  expected  tliat  from  year  to  year  the 
quantity  of  wine  is  expected  to  increase  by  iU>out  1,500  tuns  aamially. 

Wheat  and  Maize, — ^The  Island  of  Corfu  produces  barely  sufficient  Cereals, 
for  three  months*  local  consumption,  the  rest  being  imported  from  the 
Bfaick  Sea,  Danube,  and  different  ports  of  the  Levant  and  Thessaly, 
with  a  large  qnttntity  of  flour  from  the  large  mills  of  Patras. 

The  entire  island  requires  about  ^0,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  maise 
monthly  fbr  local  oonsomption. 

The  other  nriwor  articles  of  agriculture  are  vegetables,  princTpaflj 
potstoes,  oranges,  and  lemons.  These  chiefly  go  to  the  Pineus  for 
Athens  and  Alexandria  in  Egypt.  This  trade,  however^  is  carried  on 
in  a  way  that  prevents  the  possibiHty  of  ascertaining  l^e  quantities 
exportetf. 

'  The  agricrftnte  in  tWs  island  has  irot  undergone  any  improvement 
— such  as  the  fertility  of  tbe  soil  would  admit  of — and  this  is  princi- 
pally owing  to  the  inertness  aiul  ignorance  of  the  peasantry,  and  the 
want  of  an  enterprising  spirit  amongst  the  capitalists.  The  agrieol- 
turists  are  extremely  indolent,  and  their  ideas  on  this  subject  are  very 
primitive,  and  totally  wanting  in  all  scientific  knowledge.  Cultivation 
IS  limited  to  the  vines,  and  to  a  small  quantity  of  cereals  and  vegetables. 
The  olive  trees  are  abandoned  to  their  natural  state;  not  even  the 
briars  growing  underneath  the  trees  would  be  cleared  away,  were  this 
not  required  in  order  to  allow  the  collection  of  the  frrrit  that  falls. 

The  olive  oil  crops  of  the  past  years  hare  greatly  diminished, 
while  those  of  the  vines  iiave  flourislied. 

The  population  of  the  Island  of  Corfu  amounts  to  about  78,024,  Population, 
composed  as  follows  :— 

Males. 40,290 

Females       87,784 

Total    ..         ..     78,024 

There  are  6,000  Jews,  2,000  Soman  Catholics,  100  Protestants,  and 
tbe  remainder  belong  to  the  Greek  faith. 

The  factories  of  Corfu  are  few  and  comparatively  insignificant,  Factories. 
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composed  chieflj  of  a  few  sfceam  floar  mills,  where  bread  is  made,  and 
some  small  soap  manufactories. 

The  employment  of  the  people  is  chiefly  agriealtural. 
Wages.  The  rates  of  wages  are,  on  an  average,  for  first-class  carpenters, 

masons,  and  painters,  from  4^.  to  4«.  6d.  per  day ;  ordinary  labourers 
and  apprentices,  Is.  6d,  to  2«.  6d, ;  field  labourers,  2s.  6d,  to  3«. ;  servants, 
10*.  to  30*.  per  month,  according  to  their  capacity. 

I  may  mention  in  this  report  an  article  which  may   become  an 
important  item  of  the  trade  of  this  quarter. 
Bitumen.  About  two  years  ago  an  enterprising  gentleman  of  Constantinople 

obtained  a  concession  from  tlie  Porte  of  a  bitumen  mine,  about  three 
hours'  distant  from  Yalona,  in  Albania. 

Although  be  has  worked  this  mine,  it  has  not  been  to  a  great  extent. 
Eecently,  however,  he  has  ceded  the  concession  to  the  Imperial 
Ottoman  Bank,  and  there  is  now,  consequently,  reason  to  expect 
operations,  as  to  the  mine  in  question,  on  a  far  greater  scale. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd's  St€«m  Navigation  Company  was  induced  ta 
try  this  article,  and  the  following  letter  was  addressed  by  them  to  the 
then  proprietors  of  the  mine : — 

[Translation.] 

**  The  Arsenal  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Lloyd. 

"  Messrs.  Mayers  and  Eelser, 

*'  Proprietors  of  the  Bitumen  Mine,  near 
(Yalona)  Albania,  Constantinople. 
"  In  accordance  with  ^our  request,  the  Directors  of  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Lloyd  Navigation  Company  have  much  pleasure  in  stating 
that  for  many  years  past  they  have  exclusivelj  used  ships*  pitch 
(marine  glue),  prepared  from  the  bitumen  supplied  from  your  mine^ 
for  the  purpose  of  caulking  their  ships. 

"  This  ships'  pitch  so  far  answers  our  requirements,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
not  materially  wected  by  variations  of  temperature ;  t.^.,  it  does  not 
become  brittle  in  extreme  cold,  or  sticky  and  liquid  in  extreme  heat. 

"  The  Director  of  the  Technical  Department, 
(Signed)     **  Pstke. 
"  No.  56,  Arsenal. 

Trieste,  October  2,  1884." 

Three  qualities  of  this  bitumen — two  solid  and  one  liquid — were 
recently  tried  on  board  one  of  H.M.'s  ships,  and  I  was  told  that  the 
results,  as  regards  the  liquid,  were  extremely  satisfactory,  but  that  the 
two  (solid^  required  preparation  by  a  competent  hand.  Most  of  the 
bitumen  hitherto  extracted  has  come  to  Corfu. 

The  public  works  of  Corfu  are  few  and  hardly  worth  mentioning. 
The  roads  are  tolerably  well  kept,  and  only  those  repaired  by  tha 
Central  Government  are  occasionally  neglected. 

The  municipality  of  Corfu  are  very  attentive  in  this  respect:  one 
or  two  very  fair  bridges  have  been  built  at  the  expense  of  the  Central 
Government  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  country. 

The  only  telegraph  station  here  now  is  the  Greek  Government 
station,  of  which  that  of  the  British  Eastern  is  a  branch,  as  the  latter 
works  the  cables  belonging  thereto,  but  paid  for  by  the  Greek  Govern- 
ment, 
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The  trade  of  Corfu,  from  tlie  exorbitant  cuBtoms'  tariff,  bas  been  Qenerd 
much  reduced  flince  the  rise  in  the  tariff.    There  are,  moreover,  other  remarks, 
causes  which  have  operated  banefuUj  thereon. 

Formerly  the  Islaud  of  Corfu  was  the  great  and  only  "PoAo 
Franco  "  (having  bond  stores)  of  the  East. 

The  merchants  of  Epirus,  the  Morea,  Thessalj,  andcTen  AJezandria, 
Smyrna,  Crete,  the  southern  part  of  Dalmatia,  and  the  northern  part 
of  Albania  used  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  the  "  Porto  Franco  "  of 
Corfu. 

Since  Thessalj  was  annexed  to  Greece,  however,  all  that  district, 
and  a  greater  part  of  Epirus,  are  supplied  from  Yolo  and  Sjra. 

Patras  and  Syra  being  now  **  Porto  Francos,"  the  supplies  formerly 
obtained  from  Corfu  for  the  Morea,  several  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  and 
the  G-ulf  of  Arta  are  taken  there. 

Smyrna,  Alexandria,  and  Crete,  from  their  commercial  extension, 
get  their  goods  through  their  agents  from  Oreat  Brifcain  direct. 
Some  merchants  of  Epirus  do  the  same  ;  and  now  of  the  countries 
mentioned,  only  a  limited  number  of  their  merchants,  having  small 
capital,  and  Northern  Albania,  still  keep  to  the  "  Porto  Franco "  of 
Corfu. 

As  long  as  the  Oreek  Government  maintains  the  present  high 
tariff  on  imports,  the  trade  in  general  must  continue  to  be,  as  at  present, 
far  bebw  wnat  it  was  formerly. 

There  are  various  articles  the  duties  on  which  arc  almost  equal  to, 
and  some  actually  above,  their  cost,  such  as  carriages,  pianofortes, 
foreign  wines,  and  others.  An  octave  of  Marsala,  for  instance,  costs 
21. ;  the  duty  is  4/. 

One  of  the  effects,  moreover,  of  the  high  tariff  has  been  the 
encouragement  of  contraband,  which  is  now  carried  on  to  an  extent 
hitherto  unknown;  and  as  the  islands  in  particular  afford  great 
facilities  for  such  a  system,  it  is  very  difficult  to  suppress  it. 

Corfu,  December  15, 1885. 
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ZANTE. 

Esport  Iff  Vtee^CofiMul  Canale  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Zanie 
for  the  Years  1883-84. 


Extent. 


Prodacts. 


The  Island  of  Zaate  embraoes  aa  area  of  60  squave  miles,  and 
contams  a  pofiulation  of  about  40^000  inhabitants.  Its  soil  is  not  verj 
fertile,  but  is  so  made  through  the  care,  diligence,  and  activity  of  the 
peasants.    Its  staple  products  are  currants,  olive  oil,  and  wine. 

Currants  constitute  one  of  the  principal  exports  of  this  island.  The 
average  annual  produce  amounts  now,  owing  to  the  new  plantations, 
to  about  16^)00,000  lbs. 

The  crop  of  1884  may  be  calculated  at  18,000,000  Ibs^  and.that  of 
the  previous  year  at  14,000,000  Ibs.^ which  hure  beeneiported-tOith* 
following  countries : — 


Obo»  of  ism. 


Coantxy. 


Exported  to- 
United  Kingdom 
Kortk  Coiitinent 
Austria. 
Pranos 


Since  Januarj  Ist^  1884,  exported  to 
France  • 


Total 


Quantity. 


Lhe. 

9,819,724 

4,412,012 

92,179 

60,947 


13,884,862 
115,188 


14,000,000 


Cbop  of  1884. 


Country. 

Exported  to- 
United  Kingdom    .. 
North  Continent     . . 
France         •• 


Since    January    1st,   exported   tol 
England  and  France       •  •         j 


Total. 


Quantity. 


Lbf. 

18,232,112 

2,157,888 

1,009,008 


16,899,008 
1,600,997 

18,000,000 
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Obtmtrf: 

Exported  to— 
United  Kingdom     •• 
America 

North  Continent     . . 
Prance 
Austria 

Total 


QtiaittR^. 


LU. 

18,857,601 

6,117,717 

776,166 

l,rZ8,8»^ 

41,296 


21,021,666 


1884.— MoBE4  Fittm. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Exported  to- 
United  Kingdom'    

N«rtii  Oontio«Bt     .. 

Prance          ..         ••         

America 

Austria         

RAttia          

Lbs. 

9,898,021* 

688,789' 

1,944,766 

1,975,484 

181,88:; 

88,728 

Total         

14,217,618 

ZatitB  JPW*f^.-*Daty  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  Morea  fruit  13  dr.,  Fruit 
or  lOs.  5(/.,  and  40  lepta,  or  S^d,    Municipal  fees   per   1,050  lbs.; 
also  5  per  oentL  on  tbe  value  of  dutj,  town's  duty. 

PrioM^n  1888.—Ztnte  fruit,  from  190  dr.,  or  6Z.  17*.-,  to  250  dr.,  or 
9/.  4f .  per  1,000  Ibn. ;  and  Morea  fruit,  from  200  dr.,  or  71. 4#;,  to  270  dr., 
or  10/.  5#;  per  1,050  lb«. 

Priceg  in  1884.— Zante  fruit,  from  140  dr.,  or  5?.,  to  150* dK,  or  51. 7*., 
at  tbe  eiLTiy  part  of  tbe  season :  it  tben  fell  to  00  dr.,  or  3/.  5s.  per 
1,000  lbs.,  owing  to  tbe  fil'uit  hayiog  been  very  mucb  rain-damaged 
wbile  exposed  on  tbe  drying  grounds,  Morea  fruit,  from  1-10  dr.,  or 
5/.,  to  80  dr.,  or  21.  7«.  i)d,  per  1,050  lbs. 

Freight  in  1883. — By  sailing  vessels  to  United  Kingdom,  from 
25*.  to  35*.  for  orders,  and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  nett.  Steamers  from 
35«.  to  12«.  to  London,  and  from  35*.  to  lo*.  to  Liverpool,  and 
10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross.  America  steamers,  22*.  6d.  to  32*.  iSd.,  and 
10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross.  North  France  steamers,  25  fr.,  or  t^O*.,  to 
35  f rr,  or28*.;  and  soilinp-vesselp, 28fr., op 22*.  4d.,  to  38  fr., or  26*.  4f/., 
and  5  per  cent.  Soutb  France  steamers,  16  fr.,  or  12*.  9d.y  to  24  fr.,  or 
19*.  2a.,  and  5  per  cent. ;  sailing  vessels  from  15  fr.,  or  12*.,  I^o  22  fr.,  or 
17*.  7rf.,  and  5  per  cent,  per  ton  dead  weight  of  1,000  kilos.  Continental 
steamers,  32*.  i5d.  to  25*.,  and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross. 

Freiglit  in  1884.^— By  sailing  vessels  to  United  Kingdom,  from  Freight. 
25*.  to  3S*.  for  orders,  and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  nett ;  steamers  from 
37*.  6d  td  10*.  to  London,  and  from  3.'*.  to  15*.  t6  Liverpool,  and 
10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross.  America,  by  steamers,  from  2o*.  to  20*., 
and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross.  South  France  steamers,  from*16  fr.,  or 
12*.  lOd.,  to  25  fr.,  or  20*.,  and  5  per  cent. ;  sailing  vessels,  15  fr.,  or 
12*.,  ta  22'fr.,  or  17*.  Sd.  iier  ton,  dead  weight  of  1,000  kilos.  North 
France  steamers,  25  fr.,  or  20*.,  to  35  fr.,  or  28*. ;  paiiing  vessels,  28  f  r., 
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or  22«.  4d,  to  33  fr..  or  26^.  4A,  and  5  per  cent.     Continental  steamers^ 
from  20«.  to  27*.  6d.,  and  10  per  cent,  per  ton  gross. 
Olive  oil.  ^„f^  Qii^^  OiZ.— The  crop  of  1883  maj  be  calculated  at  about 

35,000  Ionian  barrels,  and  that  of  1884  at  about  50,000  Ionian  barrels. 


Country. 

1888. 

1884. 

Exported  to 

United  Kingdom 

Austria          ..         

Barrels.     Barrels. 
1,420         1,282 
67            426 

Export  duty  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  price  in  1883  varied 
from  48  dr.,  or  34*.  6rf.,  to  60  dr.,  or  43*.  4J. ;  and  in  1884,  from  50  dr.,  or 
35*.  lid,  to  54  dr.,  or  38*.  M,  per  Ionian  barrel  of  16  English  gallons.. 
Wine.  Wine, — The  vintage  of  the  years  1883  and  1884  was  a  very  good 

one,  the  quantity  produced  having  amounted,  on  an  average,  that  of 
1883,  to  95,000  Ionian  barrels,  or  1,520,000  English  gallons,  and  that 
of  1884,  to  105,000  Ionian  barrels,  or  1,680,000  English  gallons.  It  i» 
used  for  local  consumption  and  for  provisioning  of  vessels,  save  small 
quantities  exported  to  England,  Austria,  and  Italj. 


Imports. 


Impoets  from  Foreign  Countries  in  1883. 


Countries  from  which  Imported* 


United  Kingdom 
America    .. 
France      •  • 
Italy 

Austria-Hungary 
Russia 
Turkey     , . 

Total, 


Value. 


Currency.      Sterling. 


New  Dr. 

1,047,669 
212,869 
70,193 
318,169 
960,682 
960,970 
260,036 


3,819,967 


£ 
41,906 
8,496 
2,808 
12,726 
38,028 
88,489 
10,401 


162,798 


Kxports. 


ExpoBTB  to  Foreign  Countries  in  1883. 


Countries  to  which  Exported. 


United  Kingdom 
America    . . 
France 
Itely 

Austria-Hungary 
Germany  •• 
Russia 
Turkey      •  • 

Total 


Value. 


Currency.        Sterling, 


New  Dr. 

8,869,106 

944,806 

197.649 

18,628 

184,671 

1,072,066 

6,000 

18,449 


6,810,869 


£ 

154,764 

87,772 

7,90« 

745 

7,387 

42,882 

240 

788 


262,484 
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Countries  from  which  Imported. 


United  Kingdom . 

KoMi* 

Italy 

Anstria-H  angary . 

Turkey     .. 

America    . .         • 

Prance 


ToUl. 


Value. 


Currency. 


New  Dr. 
815,865 
001,824 
816,544 

1,282,948 

869,525 

195,758 

64,447 


4,005,896 


Sterling. 


£ 
82,614 
88,458 
12,663 
51,8ia 
14.781 
7,880 
2,578 


160,286 


ExpoBTS  to  Foreign  Countries  in  188  i 

Countries  to  which  Exported. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

New  Dr. 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

8,850,582 

184^02J^ 

lUly          

22,046 

882 

America    ..         ..         

428,658 

16,907 

Austria-Hungary.. 

46,416 

1,856 

France      

218,795 

8.552 

Germany 

258,155 

10,126 

Holland 

6,582 

264 

Turkey 

108,600 

4,144 

Total 

4,418,884 

176,754 

The  prices  of  the  leading  articles  of  import  and  export  have  been 
as  follows: — 
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Aflioles. 

Value. 

£  B.   d. 

8ogar 

Percwt^ 

2    0    0 

CoflRee 

tt      ••        ••        •• 

4  -2  10 

Kicc 

,9           •  •                 •  •                 •  • 

I     4  10 

Salphur  {pnlreriaed)         •«        •• 
„       (mlumpB) 

if           •  •                 .  •                 •  • 
ff           •  •                 •  •                 •  • 

0    7    0 
0    6    0 

Iron  bars 

19            •  •                 •  •                 •  • 

>0  14    0 

,#  liopps 

19            ••                 ••                 •• 

0  16    0 

Lead..         

9}           •  •                •  •                •  • 

2    6    6 

Potatoes 

$t           ••                ••                •• 

0    8    0 

Pepper        

1i  16    0- 

Codfish        

9»            •  •                 •  .                 •  • 

99            •  •                  •  •                 •  • 

12    6 

PuUe'           

0  17    0 

SUdhui  ia  picUe 

Per  tierce 

8    6    4 

Rom ..         ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

„   gallon        ..         .. 

0    4    0 

HerringB     .. 

„    barrel 

2    0    0 

„         small) 

„        „    (small) 

0  16    0 

MadapolamB          

„   piece  (40  yards)    .. 

12    6 

Prints         

„        „    (24  yards)   .. 

0  16    0 

Cotton  water  twist,  "So.  H 

,9    bundle  (10  lbs.)   •• 

0  18    0 

OreyTdoih 

24  per  pieee  6  lbs. 

0  19     0 

n            ••             ••             ••             ••              •• 

7  1b«5.          .. 

12    0 

Cereals. 


The  average  prices  of  grain  have  been  as  followfi  >— 


Qpftlity. 

1888. 

1884. 

Per  Bnshel. 

Per  Biuhal. 

^Taganrag  Wheat 

Gabitz       

Comori  ("  Grano  Tenero  ") 

Barley        

Oats          

9.      d. 

7    0 

7  8 
6    8 
5    0 

8  8 
2    4 

*.    d. 
6    0 
6    2 
5    6 
4    4 
^  M) 
1  10 
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EXPOBTS. 

The  ratos  of  exchsngo  on  London,  for  bills  at  three  months'  date,  Bzcbange. 
hare  been  aa  follows : — 


Date. 


Janmury 
February 
'JBaavDD 
April.  • 

June • • 
Jnly  .. 

AUgOBt 

Stpteaber 
Otieber 
HovaMber 
.Xbceaber 


1883. 


1884. 


Lowest. 


N.dr.  c. 

27  85 

28  40 
28  40 

28  SO 

29  .. 
28  80 

27  .. 

28  ,. 
27  90 
27  .«0 
27  ^ 

.27  20 


Highest.   Lowest,    Highest 


N.dr.  c 
28  45 
28  80 
29 

28  90 

29  40 
40 
75 


29 
28 
28 
28 
28 
27 
27 


50 
20 

70 
90 


N.  dr.  e. 

!  26   50 

28   40 

I  2S   40 


26 
25 


80 
80 


25   65 
25   55 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


40 
20 
10 
.20 
XO 


N.dr.  c. 
27  70 
26  80 
26   50 


26 
26 
.26 
25 
25 
25 


50 
40 
.20 
.80 
60 
50 


1K6  .50 
.25  60 
25   40 


Shipputo  Ann  Natioation. 

The  British  vessels  that  cleared  at  the  port  of  Zante  doriiig  the  lapping, 
laatfiye  yeara  were : — 


YesieU 

^TOWL 

Qrtw. 

.1111880 

48 

8M46 

988 

1881 

60 

40,186 

1,012 

1882 < 

64 

45,224 

1,110 

1888 

69 

58,895 

1,869 

1884 

69 

63,728 

1,696 

The  above  figures  show  clearly  the  yearly  increase  which  takes  place 
in  the  trade  of  this  port  by  British  vessels. 

The  foUowinfi:  table  exhibits  the  tonnage  and  number  of  foreign 
vessels  cleared  at  the  port  of  Zante  during  the  years  1883-84  :— 
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GBBEOE. 


Harbour  and 
lights. 


Works. 


Nationality. 

1888. 

1884. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Greek          

Austrian 

German       ••         ••         •• 

Italian         

Butch          

Norwegian 

Turkish        

Russian        

Fiench         

1,002 
122 

4 

41 

8 

6 
81 

4 

•  • 

290,155 
89,071 
8,600 
8,456 
2,680 
2.198 
1,741 
555 
•  • 

756 

117 

2 

48 

1 
7 

46 
1 

1 

269,086 

92,281 

1,816 

6,005 

715 

2,496 

2,769 

188 

881 

The  above  includes  the  Austrian  Lloyd's  steamers  and  the  three 
Oreek  Steam  Navigation  Companies. 

Tort. — The  poi^  of  this  island  has  been  lately  much  improved,  as 
about  June  of  the  year  1883  a  company  undertook  the  dredging  of 
the  inner  part  of  this  port,  viz.,  the  west  side  of  the  mole  or  break- 
water, and  continued  dredging  up  to]  December,  1884 :  the  work  was 
almost  completed,  there  remaining  onij  about  400  square  metres  to  be 
dredged,-  when  the  dredger,  in  a  gale  of  wind  and  high  sea  running  in 
the  port,  foundered  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  inner  port,  where  she 
now  lies. 

Lighthomes. — ^There  has  been  no  alteration  since  the  date  of  my 
report  for  1879. 

Fort  and  lAght  Dues, — Full  particulars  respecting  these  dues  were 
contained  in  my  report  for  1879,  with  the  only  difference  that  since 
1884  the  payment  .is  made  in  new  drachmas  instead  of  in  old 
drachmas,  aspreviously. 

Public  WorJcB. — ^The  town  streets  have  all  of  them  more  or  less 
been  repaired,  and  many  country  roads  were  opened  and  others  in  pro- 
gress, but  of  late  have,  by  order  of  the  Government,  been  stopped 
owing  to  financial  difficulties. 


Telegraphic 
oommnnica- 
tion. 


Telegbaphs. 

List  of  cables,  <&c.,  touching  Zante  Island : 


Names. 

Length. 

Zante,  Otranto 

„      Candia  (Alexandria)     •• 

„      Corfu 

„      Cephalonia         

„      Trepito  (Morca) 

„         „           „        ••        ••        •• 

„      Patras 

„     Catacolo 

Miles. 

188 

748 

150 

19 

12 

18 

60 

28 

Total          

1,212 

All  in  good  working  order,  and  connected  direct  with  every  telegraph 
system  in  the  worid. 

Zante,  November  6, 1885. 
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NETHERLANDS. 

AMSTEBDAM. 

JSeporl  hy  Consul  Sobinson  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  at 
AmHerdam  for  the  Year  1884. 

Thx  year  1884  displayed  throughout  the  whole  of  its  course,  and  Trade 
in  an  aggravated  form,  the  unfavourable  symptoms  which  distlD^uished  depretsion. 
its    immediate  predecessors.      Whether  the  existing    depression    in 
almost  all  brancoes  of  trade  and  commerce  be  attributed  to  a  general  Caase«. 
over-production,  or  to  other  less  apparent  causes,  the  facts  are  the 
same :  heavy  losses  in  the  import  trades,  unprecedentedly  low  freights 
for  shipping,  dulness  in  manufacturing  industry,  absence  of  specula- 
tion, oepreciation    of  all  funded    property,  were  the  characteristic 
features  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  1884  as  of  1883. 

Against  these  discouraging  results  must,  however,  in  fairness  be  Contra, 
placed  the  large  profits  and  the  soundness  of  trade  which  has  charac- 
terised its  distributory  branches,  and  the  cheapness  of  food  and  cloth- 
ing, which  has  been  largely  to  the  advantage  of  the  working  classes. 
The  shopkeepers  have  as  a  rule  profited  considerably  by  the  very  low 
prices  ot  all  ^oods  ;  and  although  during;  the  severe  winter  of  i884--85 
there  was  some  distress  among  the  artisan  class  of  the  city,  for  the 
relief  of  which  temporary  measures  were  adopted,  there  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  acute  suffering,  and  the  labouring  classes  were  fairly  well 
employed  throughout  the  year. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  in  commercial  matters  was  the  colonial  Colonial  criids. 
crisis,  brought  about  principally  by  the  enormous  teW  in  sugar  prices, 
and  which  at  one  moment  threatened  to  shipwreck  the  whole  of  the  Sog&r. 
colonial  banking  institutions.  Several  large  exporting  houses  in  the 
Dutch  East  Indies  stopped  payment,  and  it  suddenly  became  impossible 
for  the  banks  to  discount  the  bills  drawn  by  their  colonial  agencies,  all 
credit  having  received  a  serious  shock.  In  this  emergency  a  stirring 
appeal  was  made  to  the  community  by  a  few  gentlemen  of  position  in 
the  East  India  trade,  and,  thanks  to  their  unintermitting  exertions 
and  to  the  commercial  patriotism  of  the  country,  within  au  almost 
incredibly  short  period  loans  of  upwards  of  a  million  sterling  for  the 
benefit  of  the  struggling  banks  were  fully  placed,  and  the  terrible 
crisis  was  tided  over. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  these  occurrences,  the  shock  caused  by  American 
the  panic  on  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  was  felt  here,  where  railways, 
immense  sums  are  invested  in  American  railway  securities,  with  the 
most  serious  effects ;  and  as  oil  colonial  stocks,  and  the  shares  in  most 
of  the  Dutch  industrial  enterprises,  fell  considerably  throughout  the 
year,  the  losses  on  the  Amsteroam  Stock  Exchange  were  again  excep- 
tionally severe. 

On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the  year  was  a  disastrous  one  for 
nearlv  all  classes,  and  there  are  si^ns  that  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
population  has  been  seriously  diminished. 

Shippihg. 

The  following  is  the  usual  comparative  statement  of  the  arrivals  shipping, 
and  departures  at  and  from  Ymuiden  (the  outport  of  Amsterdam)  in 
1881,  1882,  1888,  and  1884,  showing  the  number  and  tonnage  and 
the  nationidity  of  the  vessels : — 
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The  proporfcion  of  soiling  veesels  to  steamers,  as  regards  the  total 
number  and  tonnage  of  the  said  arrivals  and  departures,  is  as 
follows}— 


Ymt. 

JLniTalf. 

Depurtarei. 

SaiUog  YeiMlf. 

SUamers. 

SsiUnffYMNls.               Staamen. 

1881  .^ 

1882  ^ 
1888       ^ 
1884       ... 

YMBtlB. 

712 
640 
608 
506 

Tom.        VmmIs. 
286,088            919 
268,527            978 
281,aB3    ,     ],010 
240,786    '     1,159 

Tons. 
806,167 
842,944 
666,062 
778,080 

YmmIs. 
786 
662 
600 

m 

Tom.        Yctsels. 
296.228            9L0 
269,252            978 
262,255    .     1,001 
238,984    1     1,168 

Toqs. 

682,426 

668,785 
784.670 

The  figures  in  the  foiegotDg  statements  represent  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  extent  of  the  ehipping  at  Amsterdam  during  the  last  four 
years,  for  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  number  that  traded  to  the 
port  of  Zaandam,  all  the  above  vessels  proceeded  to  and  cleared  from 
this  port.  The  number  of  Yessels  proceeding  to  Zaandam,  which  port 
may  however  for  practical  purposes  be  considered  as  being  part  of 
Amsterdam,  is  griKiually  increasing.  The  arrivals  and  departures  vi& 
Ymuiden  in  1884  were  as  follows : — 


Tsar.     1         Sslltng  Yessels. 

Steamecs. 

TqtoL 

1 

1    Yossols. 

1884    ..:        81 

Toniuige. 
81,812 

Veasels.    ;  Tonnage. 
23             16,756 

Vessels. 

Tonm^c 
48,568 

Tlie.jmM>unt  of  harbour  dues  received  in  1884  acain  shows  jan  Hsrbonr  does, 
ixiorease,  though  not  so  large  as  that  from  1882  to  1883.    The  sums 
rooeived  during  the  last  five  years  were  as  follows : — 

£ 
In  1880         10,886 

1881         10,744 

1882         12,094 

IMS         18»4d8 

1884         H284 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  increase  is  again  entirely  in  steam 
vessels,  sailing  tonnage  continuing  to  fall  off  yearly. 

Freights  contiou^  very  low.and  absolutelv  unremunerative  through-  Fitlghts. 
out  the  year.  In  the  East  Ii^dian  trade  the  Jitfge  atflam  ^conipimies 
suffered  especially  by  the  sugar  crisis,  as  it  was  next  Ao  iaipQistUe,  even 
with  the  most  seriQiiB  sacrifices,  to  obtain  Java  sugar  ^Eer  the  Putch 
market.  Freijg;hts  in  the  autumn  fell  to  a  minimum,  and  the  losses  for 
an  but  exceptionaUy  favoured  lines  were  very  heavy^-eo  much  so,  that 
the  new  '*  Insulinde"  line,  which  was  created  hardly  two  years  since, 
has  i>een  "forced  to  suspend  its  operations  ami  to  lay  up  its  steamers, 
after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  obtain  a  loan  from  the  public.  In 
other  trades  the  same  discouraj^g  state  of  affiiirs  prevailed,  and  stiU 
proYsfls.  ?he  tradle  vrith  America  was  still  less  satisfactory  than  in  the 
preceding  year ;  the  Baltic  and  the  Mediterranean  were  again  disap- 
pointing; orer  fjneights  from  Spain  were  lower  than  ever;  nor  can  it  be 
said  that  the  proepefitot«fi  the  shipping  tsadeaieaiuib  as  to  give  grounds 
for  any  hope  of  aipvosimate  improfoieMt. 

The  total  number  t>f  aaa^'going  vessels  belongmg  to  the  port  of 
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Amsterdam  is  shewn  by  tbe  following  statement  of  their  number  and 
tonnage  in  the  years  1881, 1882, 1883,  and  1884,  respectiyely : — 


Years. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

Steamefs. 

TotoU. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1881  .. 

1882  •. 
1888    .. 

1884    .. 

108 

100 

82 

80 

58,857 
55,978 
48,295 
47,888 

89 
41 
46 
47 

64,449 
71,422 
77,289 
78,400 

147 
141 
128 
127 

128,806 
127,895 
125,584 
125,788 

Tbadb  and  CoMK£BC£. 

Prices.  The  average  range  of  prices  for  nearly  all  the  most  important 

articles  of  commerce  continued  very  low  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
complaints  of  importers  as  to  over-productioD  and  over-importation 
were  incessant,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  excebsive  stocks  of  any 
important  article  were  in  any  instance  accumulated,  but  rnther  that 
the  consumption,  influenced  by  the  cheapness  of  produce,  kept  fairly 
pace  with  the  supplies  brought  to  market. 

Coffee.  Cqffee. — Although  statistics  seemed  to  show  every  reason  for  firm- 

ness in  prices,  since  tbe  visible  stocks  on  the  principal  markets  of 
Europe  had  undergone  a  steady  diminution,  the  advance  in  prices  which 
was  chronicled  at  the  close  of  lS8d  was  gradually  lost  in  the  course  of 
the  year — ^good  ordinary  Java  falling  from  35^  c.  per  half -kilo*  in  the 
early  part  of  1884  to  a  price  of  23^ c.  at  the  October  auction  of  the 
Netherlands  Trading  Company,  being  almost  the  lowest  point  hitherto 
reached.  Expectation  of  a  smaller  crop  for  1885-86  in  Brazil  caused  a 
slight  reaction,  and  the  price  of  good  ordinary  Java  rose  to  28^  c.  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  remaining  pretty  steady.  The  collapse  of  a 
syndicate  of  Brazil  planters  and  exporters  led  to  the  sharp  fall  expe- 
rienced early  in  July,  1884,  but  the  fluctuations  of  tbe  past  two  years 
must  be  attributed  more  to  the  fears  of  importers  as  to  future  over- 
production than  to  the  actual  state  of  stocks. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  imports  of  cofiee 
during  each  of  the  years  1882, 1883,  and  1884:— 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

By  the  Netherlands  Trading  Co. . 

By  private  merchants- 
East  Indies       

West     , 

Bags. 
888,195 

351,865 
35,248 

Bags. 
1,069,800 

546,480 
91,800 

Bags. 
940,450 

407.600 
22,850 

Total 

l,27i,808 

1,708,080 

1,870,400 

Tea, — The  imports  of  tea  were  considerably  less  than  in  the  pre- 
vious yenr :  from  Java  15,000  quarter  chests,  as  compared  with  28,000 
quarter  nhests  in  1883.     Prices  were  steady  and  consumption  regular. 

*  100  cents,  or  1  floiia       =  1«.  8d.  sterling. 

1  kilo.,  or  kilogramme »  2  lb.  8oz.  avobdupols. 
1,016  kilogrammes  »  1  English  ton. 
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CInna  tea  was,  on  tbe  other  hand,  bIow  of  sale ;  and  though  tlie  impor- 
tation was  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  direct  arrivals  could  only  be 
disposed  of  with  difficulty,  and  at  a  serious  loss  to  the  importers. 
There  was  a  small  importation  of  British  India  tea,  which  found  a 
market  at  fair  prices. 

Sugar, — At  the  close  of  the  Tear  1883  prices  of  hoth  raw  and  refinen  Sugar. 
had  fallen  to  figures  from  wliich  any  further  cousiderable  decline 
appeared  improbable.  Nevertheless,  the  course  of  prices  continued 
downwards  with  increasing  rapidity,  culminating  in  an  absolute  panic 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October,  followed  by  a  short  and  sharp 
reactionary  movement,  which,  however,  soon  passed  away,  leaving  prices 
at  the  close  of  the  year  at  figures  previously  unheard  of.  The  follow- 
ing statement  shows  the  course  of  the  market  during  the  year : — 


J&nnary  1st 
April  l8t 
July  Isfc .. 
October  lit 
December  Slst 


Price  per  100  Kiloe. 


First  Quality, 
Crushed. 


Florins. 
96i 
24i 
28 
18 
17* 


Beet  Sugar. 


Florins. 
21i 
17i 

12  to  16 
12* 


Java  sugar  fell  from  22b.  6d.  per  cwt.,  London  quotation  for  floating 
cargoes,  to  13«.  9 J.  at  the  close  of  the  year.  These  figures  will  afford 
some  idea  of  tho  terrible  losses  inflicted  on  planters  and  importers' of 
colonial  sugar,  and  on  the  German  beet-sugar  producers,  during  this 
disastrous  year.  A  struggle,  the  end  of  which  cannot  yet  be  predicted, 
is  going  on  between  the  artificially-encouraged  beet-sugar  and  colonial 
sugar.  It  is  universally  acknowledged  that  the  protection  afforded  to 
the  German  sugar  industry  has  had  a  principal  share  in  bringing  about 
the  crisis,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  German  Government 
will  be  inclined  to  increase  its  concessions  to  beet-sugar  producers,  and 
thereby  to  aggravate  the  evil.  On  the  other  hand,  the  colonial  planters, 
driven  to  tho  wall  by  the  necessities  of  competition,  have  very  consider- 
ably developed  their  mode  of  production,  and  have  proved  that  a  much 
larger  percentage  of  sugar  can  now  be  extracted  from  the  cane  juice 
than  was  formerly  considered  possible.  The  Dutch  refiners  have,  on 
tbe  average,  bad  a  season  of  large  profits,  partly  in  consequence  of  their 
large  importations  of  beet-sugar  artificially  coloured,  so  as  to  be  classed 
for  duty  at  the  lowest  rate,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  general  very 
low  range  of  prices  for  raw  sugar. 

CoHPASATiTB  Statement  of  the  Imports  of  Saw  and  the  Exports  of 
Haw  and  Befined  Sugar  in  the  Netherlands  during  the  last  Five 
Years. 


1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

Imports,  raw 
Bxporte    „ 

„       refined     . . 

Tons. 
26,800 
1P,800 
66,?J00 

Tons. 
24,S00 
12,200 
64,600 

Tons. 
20,800 
14,800 
68,000 

Tons. 

18,800 

9,600 

66,500 

Tons. 

9,700 

4,700 

89,600 
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nifMOPO.'^The  trado  in  this  article  during;  1884  was  again  very  Tobacco^ 
satisfactory;  the  harvests  in  Java-  and  Sumatra  were  very  good,  the 
quality  on  an  average  ezcelient,  and  the  demand  her«  well  suatained. 
As  a  natoral  consequence,  there  is  a  considerable  extension  of  the 
plantations  in  the  Datch  East  Indies  in  progress. 

CfllfFiJUTrvi  Statement  of  the  Imports  of  the  Various  'Kinds^ 
Tobacco  during  the  last  Five  Years.  • 


Vliuhiia 

Te». 

Maryland. 

aiid 
Eeatoeky. 

Java. 

Seedleal 

BrauL 

Samate. 

HogtheadB. 

Hogsheads. 

Packages. 

Packages. 

Packages. 

Packages. 

1886 

4,776 

147 

84,037 

1,007 

889 

62,161 

1881 

2,98G 

161 

81,225 

454 

1,098 

69,468 

1882 

8,406 

26 

108,884 

906 

•  • 

78,444 

188r 

4,240 

976 

80,975 

2,600 

676 

10,111 

1884 

3,510 

49 

86,009 

1,992 

•  • 

86^18 

Cottam. — ^The  imports  show  a  considerable  falling  off  aa  compared  Cotton, 
with  1888  (58,675  bales  a^inst  84^427).  The  trade  waa  quiet  and 
without  any  marked  fluctuation,  prices  at  the  end  of  the  year  closingirt^' 
akmt  the  same  figure  as  the  year  began  with.  The  importance  of  the 
nuffket  is  hardly  to  be  mearared  by  the  amount  of  direct  importations, 
aa  cotton  is  now  generfdly  sold  per  pound  in  sterling,  cost  and  freight, 
with  option  of  shipment  vi&  Bremen,  Amsterdami  or  Antwerp,  auA  a 
good  deal  is  soldiiere  which  does  not  arrive  at  this  port. 

CovruuTrvs  Statement  of  the  Qualities  and  Quantities  of  Cotton 
Imported  during  the  last  Five  Years. 


QnaliUes. 

1880.     1      1881. 

1 

1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

Korth  American 
Soratie,  Bengal,  kt. 
OihersMlB  .. 

Bales.           Bales. 
84,448     '      52,619 
18,700          24,681 
70    1 

Bales. 

86,099 

7,227 

Bales. 

78,171 

11,056 

200 

Hales. 
46,669 
18,006 

•  • 

Total    .. 

48,:il8         77,260 

48^26 

84,427 

68,676 

Bue. — ^There  was  again  a  very  great  tiade  in  this  article  in  1684,  ^^^^ 
the  total  importations  into  Holland  reaching  the  large  figure  of 
1,240,000  bags,  of  which  857,000  bags  were  for  the  Zaandam  districts 
Briooa  remained  steady,  Short  supplies  from  the  Burmese  ports  were 
ceapenaated  for- by  large  shipments  ftrom  Jap^n  and  Saigon:  the 
importations  from  Java  were  59,000  bags. 
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CoMPABATiTE  Statement  of  the  Imports  of  Eice  bv  Sea  in  the  Years 

1882, 1888, 1884. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

Kilogrammes. 

Kilogrammes. 

Kilogrammes. 

From  Java 

8,801/250 

6,144.859 

5,782.784 

„     British  India     •• 

80,018,258 

58,900,707 

47,196,299 

„     H.imbnrgh 

,  41,274 

70,585 

45,000 

„     Bremen  •• 

178,499 

219,983 

101,515 

„     England  • . 

56,620 

1,878,650 

1,812,699 

,.     Italy        ..         .. 

8,015 

55,000 

2.000 

„     Japan      .. 

1,848,800 

1,911.000 

9,027,654 

„     Denmark.  • 

•  • 

84,886 

2,000 

„     Norway  .. 

•  • 

21,000 

.. 

„     Frossia    •• 

•  • 

•  • 

2,201 

„     Saigon     ..         .. 

•  • 

•  • 

15.766,844 

Totol 

84,987,216 

68,781,125 

79,188,446 

Grain. 
Wheal. 


Bye. 


Barley. 

Oats. 
Maize. 

Buckwheat. 


Comparison 
of  grain  im- 
ports. 


Chain, — The  course  of  trade  continued  dull  and  lifeless  throughout 
thot  year,  and  nearly  all  transactions  were  on  consumer's  account. 

The  stock  of  Wheat  at  the  beginning  of  .1884  was  very  heavy,  and 
though  prices  ruled  very  low,  it  was  some  time  before  comsumption 
had  absorbed  the  extra  supply.  In  the  beginning  of  April  there  was 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  market,  and  prices  remained  unchanged 
thrriughout  the  summer  until  the  prosnects  of  a  good  harvest,  both  in 
Bmrope  and  America,  caused  them  to  fall  away  again  seriously. 

Tne  trade  in  Bye  was  more  restricted  than  in  1883,  and  the  importa- 
tion much  smaller.  During  the  first  months  of  the  year  prices  remained 
almost  unchanged,  with  a  slight  improvement  in  April,  which  lasted 
until  July,  from  which  date  they  fell  again  slowly  to  the  lowest  figures 
of  the  year.  But  prices  of  rye  were  comparatively  higher  than  those  of 
other  descriptions  of  grain  throughout  the  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
short  crop  of  1888  in  North  Germany. 

Barley  was  also  without  animation.  Low  ofiers  from  the  Danube, 
the  Black  Sea,  and  Algiers  brought  about  some  amount  of  business ;. 
the  importations  fronn  other  quarters  were  very  insignificant. 

But  little  Oats  was  imported.  The  inland  crop  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  supply  the  country's  requirements. 

For  Maize  the  demand  was  but  small,  as  distillers  and  starch  manu- 
factures could  buy  other  sorts  of  grain  cheaper.  Lower  offers  from 
America  brought  about  a  more  lively  trade  in  the  autumn. 

Buckwheat, — The  inland  crop  was  satisfactory,  and  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  gradually  declining  demand  for  this  article.  There 
were  a  few  cargoes  sold  from  Libau  at  very  low  rates. 

The  folloA^ing  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  imports  by  sea  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  buckwheat  during  the  years  1881,  18)52, 188H, 
and  1884  ^- 
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Quarters. 

75,769 

9,865 

25.453 

80,140 

8,186 

60,584 

28 

29,492 

*"io 

7*052 

i 

Quarters. 
81.436 
39,598 
60,664 
100,040 
29,150 
26,563 
1,136 
688 

16,'242 
"*85 

1 

i 

i 

Quarters. 
86,536 
35,708 
26,754 
1,319 
105,049 

299 
288,157 

1 

M 

United  States         ^ 
British  India 

Prussia         ^ 

Bussia           

l>anubian  prorincM 
Great  Britain 

na=iburs;h 

Bremen        

Spain  ...       .«       

Turkey 

Denmark      

France          

Dutch  Qubn%         

Other  sorts 

: 

1 

G 
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Seeds  and 
oils. 


Petroleum. 


Maigarine. 


Spices. — The  trade  shared  in  the  general  listlessness,  and  pnces  as 
a  rule  tended  downwards  throughout  the  year  ;  still  there  was  no  great 
difficulty  in  disposino:  of  the  quantities  brought  to  market. 

Seeds  and  Oils. — ^The  tran^jactions  in  lin:»eed  were  of  less  importance 
than  in  1883,  and  were  principally  in  Bombay  cargoes.  There  were 
but  few  arrivals  from  the  Black  Sea  or  the  Baltic,  the  British  Indian 
seed  being  offered  at  comparatively  lower  figures.  There  was  more 
doing  in  rapeseed  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  as  the  prices  of  linseed 
oil  and  linseed  cake  were  too  low  in  proportion  to  that  of  linseed,  more 
rapeseed  than  usual  was  crushed.  The  importations  were  about 
3,500  tons,  partly  from  British  India. 

Although  the  year  opened  with  very  small  stocks  of  rape  oil  and 
none  of  rapeseed,  prices,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  fell  steadily  from 
41  fl.  to  29i  fl.  per  100  kilos.,  a  point  at  which  some  speculation  was 
developed.  The  trade  in  linseed  oil  was  unsatisfactory,  as  the  wants  of 
Germany  wore  principally  supplied  from  the  English  market,  and  the 
price  of  the  raw  material  was  too  high  in  proportion  to  that  obtainable 
for  oil.  The  exhaustion  of  stocks  in  England  eventually  brought  about 
an  improved  demand  on  the  Dutch  market,  and  prices  advanced  con- 
siderably, onlj,  however,  to  fall  away  again  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  to  a  very  low  figure.  The  highest  price  of  the  year  was  24^  fl . ; 
lowet^t,  20|fl.  per  100  kilos. 

Petroleum, — There  was  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  direct 
importation  from  America,  which  reached  267,658  barrels.  The  transit 
trade  to  Grermany,  yi&  the  Rhine,  continues  to  develop  ;  about  30,000 
barrels  were  sent  to  the  Upper  Rhine  in  1884.  Prices  fell  considerably 
in  the  first  months  of  the  year,  but  subsequently  the  figures  attainable 
here  left  some  profit  on  American  rates. 

Margarine. — There  were  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  this 
article  duripg  1834,  in  consequence  of  the  unsteady  market  for 
butterine  in  Europe  and  America.  Manufacturers  of  the  latter  article 
in  Holland  confine  their  attention  more  and  more  to  the  best  qualities. 
The  American  margarine  continues  superior  to  all  other:*,  but  that 
from  Vienna  competes  fairly  well  with  it.  The  total  importation 
into  Holland  was : — 


American 
European 


106,000  tierces. 
80,000  tons. 


Prices  ruled  as  follows  per  100  kilos : — 


Year  1884. 

American.    ]  Viennese. 

French. 

January            

Jane 

November        

December        

Florins. 
84  to  82 
68      71 
106      76 
76      74 

Florins. 
74  to  78 
61      62 
96      74 
71      68 

Florins. 

68  to  68 

69  60 
92      72 

70  65 

Bacon. 


Lard. 


Ameriean  Bacon, — Transactions  were  restricted  in  consequence  of 
tbe  competition  of  the  home  article.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year, 
lower  offers  from  America,  for  spring  delivery,  brought  about  a  little 
more  activity. 

Lard  appears  to  be  daily  losing  ground  in  the  Dutch  market,  con- 
sumers preferrinfjf  butterine  of  inferior  quality.  Prices  of  superior 
lard  feU  from  55  fl.  to  46  fl.  per  100  kilos. 
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Cheese. — The  new  make  of  cheese  was  offered  at  moderate  prices,  Cheese, 
but  the  demand  for  export  was  so  slack  that  prices  declined  to  a  verj 
low  figure,  which  did  not,  however,  appear  to  terapt  buyers,  and  there 
was  a  very  large  stock  of  indifferent  quality  left  over  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  The  better  sorts  were  in  good  demand,  and  could  be  sold  at 
satisfactory  prices. 

Butter  was  dull  and  prices  lower  throughout  the  year,  in  conse-  Butter, 
quence  of  the  slackness  of  the  demand  for  export. 

Timber,  in  conseauence  of  the  general  depression  in  trade,  and  Timber, 
especially  of  the  low  ireights,  was 'dull  throughout  the  year,  and  prices 
fell  again  considerably.    The  importation  was  again  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  stocks  on  31st  December  were  much  smaller  than 
at  the  close  of  1883. 

There  was  no  great  fluctuation  in  the  quotations  for  the  State 
Consolidated  Debt  during  1884,  prices  closing  a  shade  higher  than  on 
Slst  December,  1883.  A  new  4  per  cent,  loan  was  issued  in  July, 
1884,  for  about  6,000,000/.,  which  was  taken  up  by  a  syndicate  of 
Amsterdam  financial  institutions  at  the  price  of  100*51  per  cent. 

Banking. — The  shares  of  most  of  tne   large    Dutch  banking  and  Banking, 
financial  institutions  suffered  severely,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
comparative  statement : — 


Colonial  Bank  . . 
Netherlands  Indian  Trading  Bank 
„         5  per  cent,  debentures 

»»         *       >t  >» 

Bank  of  the  Netherlands 
Netherlands  Trading  Co. 


Price  on 
December, 


Price  on 
December, 


1888. 

1884. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

95 

86 

106^ 

89 

102 

85 

921 

68 

260 

814 

111 

108 

The  rate  of  discount  was  from — 

December  31, 1888,  to  May  14, 1884 
Hay  14, 1884,  to  December  81, 1884 


Percent. 
8k 
8 


The  Second  Chamber  passed  a  Bill  authorising  the  Finance  Minister 
to  dispose  of  25,000,000  fl.  of  the  silver  coinage,  in  order  to  prevent 
too  great  a  depletion  of  tho  stock  of  gold  in  the  Bank  of  the  Nether- 
lands; but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  use  of  this  authorisation, 
as  a  large  amount  of  gold  flowed  into  the  bank  in  the  months  of  March 
and  May.  The  stock  of  coined  gold  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
19,500,0006.,  as  compared  with  18,500,0C0fl.  on  31st  December,  1883, 
and  of  gold  in  bars  7,500,000  fl.,  as  compared  with  5,500,000  fl.  The 
stock  of  silver  was  93,500,000  fl.,  .is  compared  with  93,000,000  fl. 

Ejcehange. — The  rate  of  exchange  on  London  for  bills  at  sight  has,  Exclange. 
during  the  past  year,  varied  from  12-03'fl.  to  12-13*  fl.  per  £  sterling. 

Amsterdam^  December  31, 1885. 
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RUSSIA. 


BATOUM. 


Bailwaja. 


Foreign 
tmde. 


Heport  hy  Vice- Consul  Feacoch  on  tie  Tra^e  and  Commerce  ofBafoum 
/or  the  Year  1884. 

In  my  yearly  report  for  1883  I  ventured  to  point  out  the  completion 
of  the  Transeaucasian  Railway  n3  an  event  of  vital  importance  to  the 
commerce  of  this  port. 

The  railway  having  been  opened  only  in  June,  1883,  the  data  given 
in  the  report  for  that  year  comprised  but  a  period  of  six  months ;  whilst 
those  for  the  year  under  consideration,  inasmuch  as  the  commerce  of 
this  port  depends  on  the  working  capacity  of  the  Transcaucasian 
Itailway,  show  the  volume  of  trade  and  shipping  for  twelve  months. 

The  foreign  trade  at  this  port — the  values  of  imports,  exports,  and 
duties  levied  being  represented  in  pounds  sterling — was  in  1884,  as 
compared  with  that  of  1888,  as  follows : — 


Imports  •• 
Exports  •• 
Duties  levied 


1888. 


£ 
40,6«0 
261,400 
8,280 


1884. 


£ 

121,944 

906,715 

28.479 


Increase. 


£ 

81,864 

644,816 

16,199 


The  principal  articles  of  importation  and  exportation  were  the  same 
as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  I  have  again  to  observe  that  the  data 
concerning  the  values  of  foreign  imports  do  not  comprise  those  imported 
duty  free — ^that  is,  for  consumption  on  the  spot — no  records,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  of  sucK  being  kept  at  the  Custom-house. 

It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  the  respective  shares  of  the 
different  countries  trading  at  this  port,  for  the  first  time  recorded  at  the 
Custom-house  in  1884 : — 


Conntries  trading  with 
Batonxn. 

Values  of 
Imports. 

Values  of 
Ezporta. 

England 

Austria 

France  

Germany          

Turkey 

Greece • 

iAoamania        

£ 

91,000 
16,000 
12,000 
1,800 
10,000 

•  • 

£ 

87,000 
63,000 

888,000 
15,000 

210,000 
24,000 
71,000 
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1888. 

1884. 

Increaee. 

Imports 

Exports 

£ 
68P,966 
207,674 

£ 

1,163.218 

889,462 

£ 

624,262 
181,7S8 

Couting 
trade. 


There  was  no  material  change  in  tbe  nature  or  qualities  of  articles 
imported  from  and  exported  to  Eussian  markets. 

From  the  above  figures  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  trade  at  this 
port  has  greatly  increased  during  the  year  1884,  but  this  must  in  no 
way  be  ascribed  to  a  corresponding  increase  of  production  and  commer- 
cial activity  of  the  country  at  large,  as  it  is  chiefly  due  to  the  diversioli 
of  traffic  from  the  old  line  leading  towards  Poti  to  the  one  recently 
constructed  and  terminating  at  this  port. 

Among  imports  that  have  been  added  to  the  trade  of  this  port  Kew  impor- 
within  the  last  two  years,  and  were  scarcely  ever  imported  to  Poti,  mav  tatioas. 
be  mentioned  tin  plates,  caustic  soda,  empty  barrels,  Ac,  for  which 
there  is  a  demand  now  in  connection  with  the  petroleum  trade.  As  to 
exports,  again,  the  quantity  of  petroleum  products  shipped  here  has 
considerably  increasetl,  independent  of  the  Poti  trade.  The  bulk,  how- 
ever, of  certain  staple  articles  of  Transcaucasian  produce — ^as  maize, 
manganese,  and  timber — is  still  shipped  at  Poti. 

With  regard  to  the  rivalry  between  the  two  places,  Poti  and  Batoum, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  successful  growth  of  the  latter  at  the  cost 
of  the  former  is  not  only  due  to  the  advantages  of  a  natural  safe 
harbour  and  the  privilege  of  free  trade  at  Batoum,  but  also  to  certain 
special  regulations  artiiicially  obstructing  business  at  Poti.  The  rail- 
way company,  for  instance,  charge  for  transporting  Baku  petroleum  to 
either  places  an  equally  high  fare,  although  the  distance  to  Poti  is  25 
miles  lefts  than  that  to  Batoum  from  Baku ;  the  regular  steamboats  of  the 
Eussia  Company  of  Navigation  and  Trade  scarcely  ever  call  at  Poti,  and 
even  when  the  sea  is  perfectly  calm  and  there  are  no  difficulties  of 
landing  passengers  bound  for  Poti  are  forced  to  come  1o  this  port  first ; 
by  order  of  the  post-office  authorities  the  Poti  mail,  inward  and  outward, 
must  bo  carried  through  Batoum,  its  arrival  at  the  place  of  destination 
being  thus  unnecessarily  retarded. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  long-protracted  Poti  harbour  works  are  being  p^jj  harbour, 
brought  to  an  apparently  successful  end,  and  a  good  many  British  and 
other  ships  have  already  availed  themselves  of  the  same,  and  taken 
•cargoes  along  the  mole,  provided  with  rails,  at  a  less  cost  and  in  a  shorter 
time  than  what  is  required  at  this  port. 

It  would  be  a  gross  error  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  Transcau- 
Transcaucasian  commerce  by  the  figures  representing  the  trade  of  the  casiaii  trade, 
two  outlets  of  this  coast,  viz.,  Batoum  and  Poti.    To  form  an  idea  of 
the  total  volume  of  business  done  in  this  country,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  besides  the  railway  leading  to  this  coast,  there  are  other  very 
important  commercial  highways  by  which  the  Caucasus  exports  its 
surplus  produce  and  imports  a  considerable  amount  of  merchandise  for 
local  consumption  as  well    as   for  the  Persian  markets.      Of  these 
the  most  noteworthy  are — the  one  stretching  from  Vladikavkaz,  vi&  Boates. 
Tiflis  and  Erivan,  to  Djoulfa  ;  and  the  other  by  the  Caspian,  touching 
Petrofsk,  Derbent,  Baku  and  Lenkoran  to  Besht.     It  is  only  by  adding 
the  quantities  and  values  of  traffic  by  these  routes  to  those  of  the  railway 
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traffic  that  the  total  volume  of  Transcaucasian  import  and  export  trade 
might  be  fully  estimated. 
Petroleum.  As  an  instance  showing  tlje  importance  of  one  of  the  two  just- 

menticned  trade  routes,  it  may  not  bo  out  of  place  to  state  the  quanti- 
ties of  petroleum  products  sent  from  Baku  by  the  Caspian  and  up  the 
Volga,  a=»  compared  with  those  conveyed  by  rail.  The  quantities  are 
shown  in  gallons  : — 


By  rail  in  six  months         •• 
„     in  twelve  months    . , 
By  the  Caspian  in  twelve  months 


1888. 


Gallons. 
l->,000,000 

178,240,000 


1S84. 

Gallons. 

27,988,020 
210,915,845 


Shipping. 


Besides,  other  local  produce — wool,  cotton,  wine,  copper,  as  well  as 
Bussian  manufactures  and  the  various  articles  of  Russo- Persian  trade — 
are  but  partly  forwarded  by  rail,  a  considerable  portion  being  transported 
by  the  overland  route,  vi4  Tiflis  and  Vladikavkaz,  or  by  the  Caspian. 

I  earnestly  regret  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  at  this  place  exact  infor- 
mation as  to  the  conditions  and  data  relating  to  the  traffic  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Sourara  range — a  traffic  affecting  to  no  small  extent 
British  commercial  interests  in  Persia,  and  likely  to  extend  eventually 
also  to  other  ports  of  the  East. 

The  foreign  navigation  at  this  port  in  1884,  as  compared  with  1883, 
was  as  follows  :  Including  steamboats  and  sailing  vessels,  the  number  of 
ships  that  entered  was — 


In  18R8 . 
1884. 


Number. 


287 
409 


Tonnage. 


174,080 
267,806 


The  following  table  will  show  the  respective  shares  of  shipping  as  to 
nationality : — 


1888. 

1884. 

Kationalities. 

Number 
ofSbips. 

Tonnage. 

Numher 
of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

British 

French 

Audlrian 

German 

Swedish 

Greek 

BelgUn 

Italian 

Turkish 

Bnssian 

19 
29 
53 

21 

•  • 

100 
62 

18,400 

30,833 

47,670 

104 

210 

6,844 

'm 

25,777 
43,923 

44 
64 
74 
12 

36 

1 

11 
97 
80 

41,804 
71,432 
60,800 
10,974 

14,642 

658 

6,184 

7,682 

53,780 

The  number  of  British  ships  in  the  above  table  includes  10,  of  a 
tonnage  of  7,721,  which,  though  bound  for  Poti,  had  to  enter  this  har- 
bour on  account  of  quarantine  during  the  year  1884. 
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1883.                 1                  1884. 

Number. 

Tonnage.       Number. 

Tonnage. 

Steamboats 
Sailing  Teasels   •• 

899 

78 

191,221               825 
6,837               154 

157,064 
17,150 

The  number  of  small  crafts  about  20  tons  each,  which  in  1883  was 
1,474,  with  a  tonnage  of  20,480,  is  more  or  less  stationary,  and  has  to 
be  added  to  the  Eussian  shipping  of  1884. 

The  above-mentioned  figures,  relating  to  navigation  at  this  port, 
show  that  whilst  foreign  shipping  has  considerably  increased,  there  was 
a  decrease  in  Eussian  shipping.  This  latter  circumstance,  however,  is 
simply  due  to  the  cessation  of  the  regular  service  of  daily  steamboats 
between  Poti  and  Batoum :  the  direct,  cheap,  and  certainly  most 
natural  intercourse  between  those  two  places  by  sea  having  been  substi- 
tuted by  a  circuitous  and  much  more  costly  one  by  rail. 

As  to  forei;:n  shipping,  although  remarkably  increasing,  it  may  be 
generally  observed  that,  as  a  rule,  ships  neither  enter  nor  clear  here 
with  full  cargoes. 

In  so  far  as  the  general  economic  conditions  and  official  regulations 
bearing  upon  the  trade  of  this  port  have  undergone  no  material  altera- 
tions during  the  year  1884, 1  have  nothing  new  to  add  to  what  has 
already  been  communicated  iu  my  former  commercial  reports. 

The  railway  station  has  not  been  built  yet,  and  a  small  wooden  Baiiwaj 
barrack  is  being  temporarily  used  for  that  purpose.    The  means  of  station, 
transporting  merchandise  from  the  goods  station  to  the  harbour  ar^ 
still  very  unsatisfactory. 

The  projected  harbour  works  have  hardly  made  any  progress,  though  Harbour 
considerable  preparatory  works  in  connection  with  the  same  are  being  works, 
made.  ShTps  continue  to  be  loaded  and  unloaded  by  means  of  small 
lighters,  in  as  slow  and  primitive  a  manner  as  at  any  of  the  least 
advanced  shipping  places  on  this  coast.  No  regular  dep6ts  have  as  yet 
been  established  (or  warehousing  inward  or  outward  cargoes ;  there  is 
not  a  single  bank  in  the  place ;  as  far  as  imports  are  concerned,  nothing 
as  yet  has  been  done  to  open  a  direct  wholesale  trade  at  this  port  with 
the  local  markets ;  and  as  to  exports,  again,  merchants  are  forced,  owing 
to  an  utter  want  of  proper  commercial  organisation,  to  deal,  as  of  old, 
through  middlemen  and  second-hand  traders.  Moreover,  unprecedented 
dearth  in  the  local  money  markets  on  one  side,  and  want  of  credit  and 
confidence  on  the  other,  had  a  very  discouraging  influence  on  business 
throughout  the  country ;  and  the  deficiency  of  the  working  capacity 
of  the  Transcaucasian  Eailway  did,  to  no  small  extent,  check  the  export 
boflineBS  at  this  port 

As  to  public  works  for  essentially  commercial  purposes,  excepting  Pablic  woiks. 
the  preparatory  works  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbour,  none  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Government  have  been  executed  dunng  tiie  pre- 
ceding year.  But  the  undertaking  of  some  extensive  costly  works  fpr 
the  defences  of  this  port  could  hardly  be  left  unnoticed,  inasmuch  as  it 
caused  the  importation  of  great  quantities  of  foreign  cement,  bricks, 
timber  material,  Ac,  and  by  employing  a  considerable  number  of 
hands  could  not  but  afiVct  the  local  labour  market,  resulting  in  an 
increase  of  wages  and  prices  on  articles  of  consumption — ^proving,  at 
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Landed 
Ipropertj. 


Derelopment 
of  towns. 


Openings  for 
Inde, 


the  same  time,  rather  detrimental  to  the  general  course  of  legitimate- 
busineBs  dependinj?  on  credit,  which  is  guided  and  fostered  by  works  of 
peace,  not  by  those  of  a  warlike  character. 

One  of  the  most  serious  impediments  in  the  development  of  this 
place  is  the  still  unsettled  condition  of  rights  concerning  landed  pro- 
perty. By  a  Government  order  in  the  latter  part  of  1884  all  further 
sales  and  purchases  of  town  lands  were  strictly  prohibited.  A  great 
number  of  plots  within  the  boundary  line  of  the  free  port  must  thus 
remain  in  possession  of  people  who  have  neither  the  means  of  utilising 
nor  the  right  of  transferring  the  same  into  wealthier  or  better  hands.. 
Nor  has  the  land  iu  the  district  been  surveyed  as  yet ;  and  the  old 
Turkish  titles  not  being  recognised  as  valid,  purchases  of  land  in  the 
district  are  practically  and  legally  made  impossible.  Under  such  con- 
ditions it  is  evident  the  agriculture  in  this  locality  could  make  no 
material  progress,  and  this  port  can  hardly  gain  anything  worth  men- 
tioning from  the  production  of  its  own  district. 

It  is  a  characteristic  feature  of  must  towns  on  this  coast  that  they 
develop,  not  in  virtue  of  their  own  industries  and  trades  in  proportion 
to  the  natural  growth  of  population  within  the  surrounding  district, 
but  in  serving  principally  as  shipping  places  for  the  produce  and  mer- 
chandise coming  from  and  consigned  to  distant  markets.  Batoum  in 
this  respect  forms  no  exception ;  it  is,  in  fact,  owing  to  extreme  sparse- 
ness  of  population  and  deficiency  of  production  in  the  district,  and  its. 
greater  distance  from  the  markets  of  the  Caucasus,  in  a  worse  position 
than  the  other  shipping  places  on  this  coast. 

Notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  and  the  many  above-mentioned 
drawbacks,  Batoum  has  remarkably  expanded,  and  its  population 
continues  to  grow  at  a  rate  unknown  in  this  country. 

The  transfer  of  a  considerable  part  of  export  and  import  trade  and 
shipping  from  Foti  to  this  place  might  be  ascribed  to  greater  convenience 
and  safety  the  harbour  of  the  latter  offers,  but  the  growth  of  the  town 
and  the  increase  of  its  population  is  to  a  great  extent  unquestionably 
due  to  the  exceptional  privileges  and  advantages  of  free  trade  enjoyed 
within  the  boundary  of  this  port. 

Be!bre  concluding  this  report  I  would  make  the  following  observa- 
tions, with  particular  regard  as  to  whether  this  place  admits  of  an 
Lucreiise  of  British  trade  already  established  here,  and  oifers  any  special 
advantages  for  new  openings. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  absence  of  ready  stock  in  the  local  market,  the 
limited  purchasing  power  of  consumers,* and  the  disproportionate  great 
number  of  traders,  to  say  nothing  of  the  numerous  dass  of  second- 
hand dealers  and  middlemen,  it  may  justly  be  doubted  that  the 
volume  ot  exports  to  England  (petroleum,  manganese,  timber,  grain, 
&c.)y  or  that  of  imports  of  English  manufactures  (Manchester  goods, 
hardware,  tin  plates,  iron  tubes,  cement,  fire  bricks,  caustic  soda,  Ac), 
could  be  profitably  increased.  But  what  I  should  venture  to  suggest 
is  the  estaolishment  of  a  direct  and  more  economic  intercourse  between 
local  producers  and  consumers  and  the  British  markets. 

By  resolving  the  local  market  prices  it  would  be  found  that  the  cost 
of  produce  in  the  interior,  where  the  original  purchases  are  made,, 
forms  but  a  very  trifling  component  of  the  total :  tne  balance  consisting 
of  inordinate  costs  on  account  of  a  wasteful  manner  of  marketing  the 
produce,  exorbitiint  rates  of  interest  on  money  employed  in  the  business, 
and  high  commissions  to  second-hand  dealers,  &c.  The  profits,  there- 
fore, derived  from  certain  business  transactions,  though  comparatively 
high,  might  still  be  greatly  increased  by  time  and  labour-saving 
appliances,  with  the  help  of  intelligent  and  trustworthy  agents,  and  by 
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employing  capital  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent ,  or  thereabouts,  instead  of 
from  i2  to  24  per  cent.,  the  usual  interest  in  this  locality. 

With  regard  .to  the  import  trade,  the  opening  here  of  a  regular 
dep6t  of  English  merchandise  might  prove  a  very  successful  under-  r 

taking,  so  long  as  this  port  remains  free  and  foreign  goods  are  admitted 
dutilesB.  8uch  a  dep6t  might  very  conveniently  serve  as  an  exhibition 
of  a  variety  of  objects  hardly  known  yet  in  this  country,  but  for  which 
a  demand  could  be  eventually  created,  and  form,  at  the  same  time,  an 
agency  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  orders  to  supply  the  local  markets 
with  English  goods. 

To  be  brief,  it  is  not  by  simply  competing  with  traders  established 
here,  purchasers  and  sellers,  under  the  present  defective  conditions  of 
production  and  trade,  but  by  bringing  into  operation  superior  technical 
and  financial  means,  that  British  commerce  with  this  country  might 
be  rendered  more  extensive  and  profitable. 

However,  before  establishing  in  this  locality  any  business  requiring  Drawbacks  to 
considerable  capital  and  depending  on  foreign  markets,  British  mer-  ^  considered, 
chants  will  not  fail  to  lake  into  account  the  present  tendency  of 
Russian  trade  legislation*  The  recent  prohibition  of  foreign  transit 
through  Transcaucasia,  the  continual  increases  of  protective  duties, 
the  compulsory  use  of  railway  material  of  exclusively  Itussian  manufac- 
ture, &C.,  have  so  far  proved  anything  but  encouraging  to  foreign 
commerce  in  this  country. 

Batoum,  November  10, 1885. 
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RIGA. 

JReport  hy  Consul  Bahg  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Big  a  for  the 

Year  1884. 

Natigation  ai?d  SnirpiNO. 

Shipping.  Tub  navigation  of  the  port  of  Eiga  was  open  during  the  whole 

year.  The  first  British  steamer  arrived  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  the 
last  left  on  the  30th  of  December.  The  Riga  Bay  was  not  blocked  by 
ice  during  the  winter,  as  usual,  owing  to  the  mild  weather,  and  vessels 
could  come  right  up  to  the  town  to  discharge  and  load  there — a 
channel  in  the  river  for  that  purpose  being  kept  open  by  three  ice  rama 
belonging  '^o  the  Exchange  Committee. 

British  Shipping, — The  number  of  British  vessels  which  arrived 
and  cleared  during  the  year  was  400,  measuring  278,168  register  tons^ 
with  crews  numbering  7,172  men.  Of  these  15  were  sailing  ships, 
measuring  2,790  tons. 

When  compared  with  the  year  1883  there  has  been  a  decrease  of 
102  vessels  and  of  65,242  tons. 

The  British  vessels  which  arrived  were  laden  with : — 


Articles. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

General  cargoes 

Glauber  salt 

Coals 

Herrings           

Iron        

Chalk  and  claj 

Salt        

Sulphate  of  soda 

Ballast 

98 

1 
27 

6 
16 

2 
10 

1 
S39 

81,899 

582 

14,612 

518 

10,441 

1,410 

0,972 

220 

158,664 

Total 

400 

278,173 
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Articles. 

Yettels. 

Tonnage. 

Bones 

Flax 

Flax  and  grain 

Flax  and  hemp 

Flax  and  seed 

General  cargoes  . 

Grain 

Hemp 

Linseed.. 

Oilcake 

Sleepers  and  other  wood  goods 
Ballast 

2 

23 

4 

5 

8 

90 

17 

i         2 

1 

2 

243 

8 

164 

14;881 

2,786 

2,625 

1,976 

76,816 

9,816 

659 

742 

190 

168.002 

4,668 

Total 

400 

278,168 

The  total   number  of  vessels 
cleared  was  as  follows : — 


of  all  nations    which    arrived  and 


Nationalities. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British         

Banish         

Dutch          

French         

German        

Norwegian 

Bussian 

Swedish       

400 
187 
120 
6 
656 
267 
541 
141 

2,318 

278,168 

80,280 

81,596 

1,066 

221,185 
71,391 

147.439 
84,398 

400 
187 
120 
6 
659 
270 
526 
142 

278,168 

80,280 

81,596 

1,066 

228,182 
72,992 

142,476 
35,200 

ToUl 

865,422 

2,310 

864,860 

Freights. — Tho  season    opened  at   the   undermentioned   rates  to  Freights. 
Great  Britain,  which  continued  with  slight  variations  during  the  whole 
of  the  year : — 


Articles. 


Flax  and  hemp 
Oats 

Oilcake      .. 
Linseed  crashing 
Linseed  sowing 
Sleepers     . . 


Per  ton  . . 
„  qnartar 
„  ton  .. 
„  quarter 
„  harrel . . 
„    load    .. 


Value. 


£  «. 

1  1 

0  1 

0  10 

0  1 

0  3 

0  9 


Shipping  interests  have  for  some  years  past  been  very  dull,  and, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  employment  and  the  extreme  lowness 
of  freights,  ships  belonging  to  this  port  gain  scarcely  sufficient  to  pay 
their  expenses. 

The  average  depth  of  water  to  the  entrance  of  the  port  was  16^ 
feet  English. 
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Importi. 


Bzports. 


RUSSIA. 

Tbade  and  Commskce. 


Imports. — The  total  value  of  imports  during;  the  year  amounted  to 
24,940,291  r.,  duty  exclaaiye,  against  20,744,108  r.  in  1838,  showing  a 
decrease  of  1,803,817  r. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  from  the  different 
countries : — 


Imported  from 

Articles  of 
Consumpiion. 

Raw 
Materials. 

Manufactured 
Goods. 

Cattle. 

ToUl. 

Boubles. 

Roubles. 

Boubles. 

Roubles. 

Roubles. 

Africa 

, , 

198,470 

,, 

•  • 

198,470 

America 

12,642 

1,084,989 

40 

,, 

1,097,621 

Belgium 

286,766 

848,685 

258,807 

, , 

1,388,257 

Denmark     .. 

176,879 

•    378,958 

22,064 

, , 

577,401 

France 

246,097 

796,570 

18,857 

, , 

1,056,024 

Germany     . . 

1,846,089 

3,338,989 

1,979,058 

7,477 

7,170,558 

Great  Britain 

1,000,518 

7,063,208 

2,164,136 

165 

10,218,027 

Holland       .. 

64,164 

244,180 

203,344 

, , 

601,628 

lUly 

1,074 

48,752 

60. 

, , 

49,886 

Korway       . , 

1,297,119 

18,095 

872 

, , 

1,316,586 

Portugal 

48,877 

472,901 

ZQ 

•  • 

516,814 

Spain 

60,112 

207,980 

•  • 

•  • 

268,042 

Sweden 

10,004 

408,922 

168,661 

•• 

687,477 

Total 

5,082,280 

15,095,649 

4,804,820 

7,642 

24,940,291 

Exports,  —  The  total  value  of  the  export  trade  amounted  to 
51,250,212  r.,  against  58,488,580  r.  in  1883,  showing  a  decrease  of 
7,188,368  r. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  to  the  different 
countries : — 


Exported  to 

Articles  of 
Consumption. 

Raw 
Materials. 

Timber  and 
other  Wood. 

Total. 

Belgium    .. 
Denmark   .. 
Prance 
Ghtrmany    . . 
Great  Britain 
Holland     .. 
Italy 
Norway 
Portugal     . . 
Spain 
Sweden      •• 

Roubles. 
1,996,611 
1,097,419 
456,637 
4,290,849 
2,399,702 
2,173,217 

189,292 
1,921 

1,098,622 

Roubles. 
8,582,618 
1,039,654 
4,814,609 
3,433,430 
13,549,628 
680,002 

586,690 
196,855 

613,191 

Roubles. 

248,206 

47,907 

1,011,619 

1,187,622 

5,302,818 

1,126,817 

10,925 

5,870 

179,470 

8,885 

81,126 

Roubles. 

6,772,435 

2,184,980 

6,282,765 

8,911,801 

21,262,048 

3,929,586 

10,925 

781,262 

878.246 

8,885 

1,742,839 

Total  .. 

18,708,670 

28,896,477 

9,160,065 

51,250,212 
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Exchange. — ^The  average  rate  of  exchan«:e  on  EDgland  was  2s.  Of  ^.  Exchange. 
to  the  rouble.    The  monthly  rate  was  as  follows : — 

4.  d. 

In  January        ..         • 1  I  If   to  the  rouble. 

f/hroary 1  lift 

Mareh 2  Oi  „ 

April  2  OH 

May  2  0| 

Jnne  2  O^V         „ 

J«»y  2  OA 

Auga»t  2  Ot  ^ 

September 2  0|  „  . 

October  2  0)  „ 

November 2  l^g  „ 

December 2  1  „ 

Gz^EUAh  Kemabes. 

With  reference  to  the  general  trade  at  this  port  in  1884,  it  may  ^®^*'?^ 
be  stated  that  it  was  by  no  means  satisfactory.      Both  imports  and  '*"'*'  "• 
exports  have  decreased  in  the  amount  of  value,  and  with  the  exception 
•of  wood  goods,  which  still  form  a  noticeable  export,  all  other  articles 
<iimini8hed  in  their  quantity. 

The  want  of  development  in  the  trade  may  principally  be  attributed 
to  causes  connected  witli  the  bad  management,  as  respects  the  tariff 
system  of  the  Bussian  railways,  on  all  goods  of  export  and  import,  and 
to  the  frequent  increase  in  the  Custom-house  tariff  on  goods  of  import, 
and,  in  addition,  bad  crops  have  prevailed  during  the  last  few  years  in 
these  provinces;  besides,  the  competition  of  America  and  other 
countries  with  respect  to  grain  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  the 
demand  for  which  in  this  country  having  greatly  decreased  in  conse- 
•quence.  The  condition  of  trade  for  the  current  year  1886  has  not 
improved,  and  no  improvement  is  anticipated  hero  until  trade  improves 
elsewhere. 

It  may  also  be  observed  that  agriculture  is  at  present  in  anything 
but  a  favourable  condition  in  this  district :  many  of  the  farmers  are  not 
able  to  afford  to  purchase  the  necessary  machines  now  so  commonly 
used,  and  are  in  consequence  obliged  to  depend  entirely  upon  hand 
labour. 

Public  Works. — The  extensivb  works  for  regulating  the  Biver  Duna  Public  works, 
were  commenced  again  during  the  past  summer,  and  have  been  actively 
carried  on.  A  work  particularly  important  for  Biga  is  the  narrowing 
of  the  rfrer  to  about  two-thirds  of  its  actual  width  in  front  of  the  town. 
Below  this  narrowing  a  dam  will  be  established,  extending  about 
350  feet. 

During  the  last  year  one-third  of  the  said  dam  has  been  finished. 
It  is  also  intended  to  narrow  the  river  higher  up,  where  inundations 
generally  occur,  and  at  this  place  a  dam  will  be  built  in  a  straight  line 
with  the  before-mentioned  one,  thus  forming  a  second  canal  for  the 
purpose  of  loading  and  discharging  ships. 

In  consequence  of  these  works  the  port  of  Biga  will  be  greatly 
improved. 

The  following  statements  will  show  the  British  and  foreign  trade  at 
Pernau,  Libau,  and  Wimlau  : — 
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LlBi.U. 

Entebed. 


NationalitieB. 

Number  of 
VeayelB. 

Tonnage. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

BritiRh          

Danish           

Dutch 

German         

Italian           

Norwegian 

RoBS^an         

Swedish         

158 
285 

7 
512 

1 
122 
248 
286 

86,848 

105,256 

1,958 

176,750 

222 

25,668 

84,148 

69,222 

Roubles. 

I,0o8,-J97 

6,250,458 
60,061 

4,851,707 
131,980 
945,583 
858,450 
385,063 

ToUl 

1,619 

499.572 

13,991,599 

WnfDAlT. 
EVTIBED. 


Nationalities. 


Number  of 
Veaaelg. 


Tonnage. 


Value 
of  Cargoes. 


BHtish  .. 
Danish  •• 
Dutch  •• 
German .  • 
Norwegian 
RaB!<ian . . 
Swedish . . 

Total 


10 
18 
12 
26 
10 
56 
7 


184 


5.677 
1,968 
2,474 
2,656 
922 
11,608 
1,016 


26,821 


Roubles. 


7,628 

9,817 

48,861 

800 


61,601 


Eiga,  December  30, 1885. 
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SPAIN. 


Shipping. 


BILBAO. 

J^eport  hi/  Vice-Comul  Jones  on  the  Tr<uie  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular 
DUitriet  of  Biscay^  Ouipuzcoa,  and  Cld  CaMlile.for  the  Tear  1884. 

BlLBA.0. 

British  Shiiyping, — Tbo  following  tablea  show  the  comparative  move- 
ment of  British  shipping  at  this  port  for  the  past  four  years : — 

Entcbed. 


Year. 

Vessels. 

Tons  Register. 

Crews. 

Value  of  Cargoes. 

1881  :. 

1882  .. 
1888      .. 
1884      .. 

2,280 
2,924 
2,014 
1.665 

1.665,791 
2,468,952 
1,920.047 
1,798,427 

84,129 
47,118 
88,692 
28,716 

£ 
264,540 
407,795 
297,737 
627,828 

Clearsd. 

Tear. 

Vessels. 

Tons  Register. 

Crews. 

Valoe  of  Caigoes. 

1881  ,. 

1882  .. 

1883  .. 

1884  .. 

2.282 
2,922 
2,017 
1,658 

1,665,789 
2.466,697 
1,921,101 
1,786,774 

84,148 
47,116 
83,788 
28,606 

£ 
1,908.184 
2,588.287 
1,906,911 
1,869,808 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  returns  that  there  is  a  considerable 
increase  for  the  past  year  in  the  value  of  cargoes  inwards,  which  is 
accountable  in  consequence  of  the  seneral  import  trade  having  exceeded 
by  about  one-third  that  of  any  previous  year,  the  principal  items 
being  machine]^  and  plant  for  the  large  new  iron  works  in  course  of 
construction.  The  value  of  the  exports  is  below  that  of  previous  years 
in  consequence  of  the  lower  price  of  iron  ore  delivered  in  England,  and 
less  quantity  of  minerals  shipped  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  proportion  of  British  vessels 
arriving  with  cargoes  and  those  in  ballast  during  the  past  four  years : — 
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Entebed. 
TnsiLa  wim  Cabooib. 


Teir. 

From 
England 
Direct. 

From 
France. 

Prom  other 
Conntriei. 

Total 
Proportion. 

1881  .. 

1882  .. 
1888    .. 
1884    .. 

Per  cent. 
8 

8i 
101 
11* 

Percent 
1 

i 
i 
f 

Percent 
2 
If 
2 

Per  cent 
11 

m 

18 

l*t 

YnsBM  nr  Baujut. 


Teai; 

From 
Holland. 

From 
Sngland 
Direet 

From 
France. 

From 

other 

Conntriet. 

Total 
Proportion. 

1881  .. 

1882  .. 
1888     ., 
1884     .. 

Per  cent 

6 

11 

4 

u 

Percent 
80 
87 
15 
21J 

Percent 
42 
41 
58 

40 

Per  cent 
11 

i 
Iff 
21| 

Percent 
89 

IK 

Clbabid. 

All  with  cargoes  with  the  exception  of  15  yessels  (aix  to  Spain,  five 
to  England,  and  four  to  the  United  States  of  America). 


Tear. 

To 
United  Kingdom. 

To  Holland. 

To 
other  Ooontries. 

1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 

Percent 
8ff 
80 
88i 
7H 

Percent 
18 
18 
10 
IH 

Percent 
2 
2 

The  average  register  tonnage  per  vessel  in  1884  was  1,077  tons — 
958  tons  in  1888,  and  747  in  1882.  Of  the  total  number  of  British 
yessels  that  entered  this  port  last  year  97^  per  cent,  were  steamers. 

The  rate  of  freights  has  been,  with  little  variation,  the  same  as  the  freiglit 
previous  year. 

The  next  comparative  table  exhibits  the  general  movement  and 
relative  position  or  British  and  foreign  shipping  at  this  port  during  the 
past  three  years  :«- 
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NatlonaUty. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

y«Mfiis. 

Tina 

VoiMla. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britlrti       .M       .«       ...       ... 

Spaniati       

French       ... 

German      » 

Dntflb        

Belgian       

N-MireRian            

Swedish      ^       ...       ...       ... 

Danish        ...       

Italian        

Portttjcueae          

Austro-Htmcarian 
United  States  of  America 

Russian 

Greek         

CWomWan 

2,924 

1,381 

698 

88 

37 

61 

101 

9 

80 
1 
6 
6 
6 

2,468,962 

253,546 

278,191 

67,340 

28,802 

86,887 

V6.266 

8,046 

2,552 

204 

2.820 

2,981 

2,897 

.M 

2,014 

1,893 

5i0 

74 

46 

40 

62 

6 

IS 

7 

*"l 

I 
1 
1 

1,920.047 

811,087 

224,985 

4S261 

85.802 

29.812 

18,028 

1,6,-7 

1,804 

2,522 

"658 
421 
807 
267 

... 

1,066 

1,865 
897 
84 
46 
69 
68 
I 
15 
2 

1 

1.7»»,42» 

292,910 

251,877 

69,187 

36,3U 

58,551 

16,151 

849 

1,841 

598 

... 

*847 
679 

620 

Total         ^. 

6,^35 

3,152,888- 

4,208 

2,595,098 

3,704 

2,612,481 

Imports.  Imporfs.^— The  customs  duties  are  returned'  at  617,0512.  agaiust 

514,3601.  the  inevious  year^a  connderabie  increase,  due  to  the  duties 
upon  imports  having  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  yBar*— there  baring" 
been  a  decrease  in  the  duties  on  e:i^ort8,  those  on  iron  ore  alona  by 
d,U22. 

The;  increase  has  been  upon  the  following  articles  • — Machinery, 
princfpaily  from  Great  Britain ;  timber,  deals,  and  spars  fi  om  SsredeUi 
Norway,  Fiuland,  and  North  America,  the  total  amount  imported  bein^ 
56,000  cubic  metres,  representing  128,000/.  in  value ;  codfish  from 
Norway,  Denmark,  Scotland,  and  Eranoe^— total  11,150  tons — estimated 
at  339,000/. ;  spirits  exclusively  from  Germany  ;  and  fire  bricks,  coal,  and 
coke  f¥om  Great  Britain* 

The  following  comparative  tabl^  shows  the  imptyrts  of  foreigir  cod' 
and  coke  afc  tbis  port  for  the  yearsieSB  and  IBM: — 


1893. 

1884. 

Itoar^ 

Coal: 

Coke. 

TbtaL 

Coal. 

Coke. 

Total. 

Kiloe. 

KUos. 

Kilo» 

KUos. 

KUos. 

Bltos. 

Newport     ... 

82.362,460 

785,780 

88,096,280 

71,846,948 

1,119,447 

72,466.89s 

Cardiff        

778,505 

... 

778,60fii' 

2,831,045 

4,987,212 

7,^8,267 

Swansea 

1,081, 9tO 

... 

1,091,990 

4,466,475 

4,466,476 
1,762,^ 

PortTnlbot 

1,258,287 

891,684 

1,649,821 

1,428.080 

889,790 

.- 

... 

... 

807.087 

•M 

•     8o»,o«r 

LiTerpool    ... 

216,268 

... 

216,2.'^8 

884,000 

... 

8)^4,000 

London       ...       ... 

... 

26,885 

25,885 

820,000 

... 

820,000 

Vfti^liaitlipodl    ». 

2RM0O 

28.6f6,6S7 

28,9M,667 

... 

19,608^744' 

19;S0B^44 

KIcdJMtiro' ...       ... 

22,808.S12 

22,868,812 

l.«4«,664- 

11,605,511 

l».lg.JJf 

mweaaUe   ... 

6,486,446 

88,864868 

89.301,318 

4,689,470 

40;319,331 

49,988,801' 

20t;000' 

6,68t,80S 

5,8tt,808 

.M 

6^148^965 

6.148jflW. 

Olasitow      ...       ... 

1,661,271 

2,283,847 

3,800,122. 

819,98t 

88,077 

906^16 

Bdtterdam  ... 

69o;ooo^ 

... 

69^000 

Temewzen 

800,000 

... 

800,000 

400,000 

... 

400b000t 

04,0M,2Qi 

88,944^721 

18C,978792<r 

88»e7«(fl6B 

89;06f,0i7 

177,7Wi726 

The  total  import  of  coal  from  Gijon  was  :— 

Tons. 

In  1884 16,847 

1883 16,691 

1882 17,018 

Tho  price  at  this  port  for  native  and  foreign  coal  may  be  thus 
reckoned  i— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BILBi.0. 


90 


Per  Ton. 
^   d. 

If  ewpori  coal       8    6 

„      freiglkt 4    6 

Ciutoiii  dati«  (paid  bj  reeeiyer)         ..        ..       10 


TMal 


14    9 


Custom  and  barbour  dntiet  paid  hj  fessel,  2  reals  per  ton.  Harbour  dues. 

Spanish  coal  from  GHjon  >^ 

Par  Ton  of  1,000  Kikfc 
Beala. 

Free  on  board 70 

Vteight 81 

Toial 101-18«.6i{. 

Gnstom  and  barbour  duties  paid  by  vessel,  1  real  40  c.  OloiJ. 

Of  the  total  coke  and  coal  imported,  80,292  tons  were  brouebt  in 
Bri^b  Teasels,  and  the  remainder,  102,686  tons,  under  tbe  Spanisb  flag, 
in  steamers  belonging  to  tbe  owners  of  tbe  principal  iron  works  at 
St.  Nicbolas. 

The  following  table  sbows  tbe  total  import  trade  in  Britisb  vesselB  Imports, 
at  this  port  duriog  tbe  year  1884:—*- 


Jblieles. 


Coal. 


Coke 
Gensial  goods 


Fire-Brioks  and  daj 
Hachineiy  .. 
Pig-iron  and  pipes. . 
TlSkber 


Petrolenm^ 

Maize 

Beans 

Dry  fish 

Snlphnr 

Marble 

Cement 

Potatoes 


Bniftjoiiks 


erode 


KaUoaalitt. 


Bngland 

Spidn 

E^land 


Belghiin  •• 
Holland  ••    t 
England  •• 


Sweden  and  Korway 

Rnssia 

United  States  of  AaMcioa 


Turkey 
Italy 
Bngland 
Ita^ 

BnglSBd 

Franoe 


Tons 


Standard 


Toas 


Number 


Quantity. 


79,142 

l,lffO 

34,882 

10,864 

145 

540 

9,742 

8,129 

768 

8,220 

749 

500 

1,800 

1,187 

887i 

SOO 

147 

f04 

21 

1,088 

280 


Value. 


£ 


87,980 


H  2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparatiye  output  of  the  principal 
iron  fadK)rie8  in  the  district  for  the  previous  and  past  year :— * 


XaoM. 

qoaUty. 

1888. 

1884. 

Tona. 

Vahie. 

Tool. 

Valae. 

Sodedad  de  Altos  Horaot  < 
Fabrica  de  Merit)  y  Acero  I 
San  Fntncisoo         

Bdoeta        ...       _        ^ 
OlaecbeaandCo.    ...       1 

Bar  .„       

Pig  and  carting! 

^ 

Bar 

Pig  and  casUngt 

Bar  ...       

Pi«   ...       -       

10,508 
28,066 
52,000 
8,010 
4,044 
1.877 

1,160 

£ 
105,080 
112,264 
182,000 
86,000 
20,840 
16,524 

4,640 

10,017 

26,418 

60.000 

1,186 

2,082 

about  aame 

at  proTiotia 

year. 

£ 

100,170 
88,5IS 

156.000 
18,682 
10,820 

1  «1.164 

Exports. 


Exports, — ^The  following  table  shows  the  export  trade  in  British 
vessels  during  the  past  year : — 


Articles. 


Wine 

Pig-iron    ..        •• 


Iron  ore 


•  •        •• 


Copper  ore 


Nationality. 


To  Holland      .. 

France       ••        •• 

Itoly 

Holland      .. 

£ngland     •• 

HoUaid      ^.         •• 

France. .     •  •        •  • 

Belgium     •• 

Itoly 

Spain         •• 

United  States  of  Amercia, 

England  •• 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

270 

8,400 

1,800 

1,750 

1,771,974 

815,210 

74,540 

44,860 

2,750 

1,470 

1,826 

175 


Iron  ore.  *    The  following  is  a  return  of  the  export  of  iron  ore  during  the  past 

three  years : — 


Tear. 

Tons. 

Value. 

1882   •• 

1888 

1884 

8,787,176 
8,540,754 
8,155,482 

2,989,400 
2,124,452 
2,051,080 

The  average  price  during  the  year  of  iron  ore  delivered  in  the 
United  KiDgdom  may  be  estimated  at  18«.  per  ton.  Of  the  total 
quantity  of  iron  ore  exported  this  ^ear,  with  the  exception  of  41,116 
tons  which  correspond  to  the  coasting  trade,  two-thirds  went  to  Qreat 
Britain,  and  the  remainder  to  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  France* 
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Statsk£NT  showing  the  total  Iron  Ore  shipped  from  the  Pork  of  Bilboa 
at  different  Loading  Places  io  the  River  during  the  Year  1884. 


Foreign  TriMle. 

CoMttngTiade. 

Total. 

VesMk. 

Tom. 

VesMlf. 

Tons. 

V«M6lt. 

Tona. 

Portngaleto... 

San  NicolM           

48S 

615.664 

18 

925 

601 

616,689 

877 

1,061,987 

76 

16,391 

963 

1,067,378 

_..    „  bylighfers     ... 

92 

118,901 

... 

92 

118.901 

Frmnco-Belge  Company  ... 

911 

896,M0 

21 

2.224 

832 

398,804 

Oroonera 

009 

917,189 

8 

118 

612 

917.257 

ZonroEa      

18 

19,270 

9 

1,583 

27 

20,803 

Olareaga    

34 

S4,1M 

16 

8,360 

60 

37,600 

Bilbao  town— 

Bip»        

18 

1,761 

146 

17,246 

168 

18.996 

Achori „ 

... 

... 

8 

320 

8 

820 

Total        ^       ... 

2,442 

8,166,482 

296 

41,116 

2.788 

8.196,648 

The  Fort. — The  dredging  operations  in  the  river  have  been  princi-  HarlKmi 
pally  carried  on  during  the  year  at  the  Benedicta,  opposite  Portugalete,  ^<wk* 
almost  entirely  removing  the  bank  at  that  point,  where  formerly 
loaded  vessels  often  grounded  when  leaving  the  port ;  also  between 
Olavenga  and  Bilbao  town,  removing  the  shallows,  and  enabling  vessels 
drawing  as  much  as  16  feet,  which  had  hitherto  been  obliged  to  dis- 
charge their  cargoes  at  Olaveaga,  to  come  up  as  far  as  TJribitarte,  within 
the  town,  where  the  principal  deposits  of  timber  exist.  Other  works 
of  improvement,  such  as  the  construction  of  new  quays,  the  prolongation 
of  the  solid  stone  pier  at  Portugalete  on  to  the  bar,  as  well  as  the 
filling  in  of  the  various  cuttings  of  the  river  with  the  products  of 
dredging  operations,  have  been  effected,  the  total  expenditure  on 
these  works  during  the  financial  year  1884-85  having  amounted  to 
20.000/.  It  may  be  stated  that  there  has  been  a  notable  improvement 
<m  the  bar  since  the  works  began — ^the  steamship  ^  Bivas,  drawing 
21  feet,  with  a  cargo  of  3,500  tons,  having  recently  left  the  port  during 
-spring  tides. 
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SANTANDBR. 


Sepori  hy  Tioe^ConBul  March  on  ihe  Trade  and  Navigation  tf 
Saniandtrfar  the  Tear  1884. 


SHiPPiisr0. 

Ihipplnff«  Thk  following  is  a  return  of  British  and  foreign  shipping  at  the 

port  of  Santander  in  the  year  1884 : — 


NatioQalitj. 

Ships. 

Tonnage 

British          

Foreign 

138 
688 

104,499 
500,842 

Total 

826 

604,841 

Bbitish  Ships  from  and  to  British  Ports  in  1884. 
Entebxd. 


Numbor  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

With 
Oftigofis. 

In 
Ballati. 

Total. 

With 
GargoeSi 

In 
Ballast 

ToUI. 

95 

8 

98 

64,624 

1,513 

56,187 

Oliabid. 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Tonoage. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

19 

2 

21 

8,918 

987 

9,855 

Bbitish  Ships  from  and  to  Foreign  Ports  in  the  Tear  1884. 
Entered. 


Countries  whence 
Arrived. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

ToUl. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
BaUast. 

TotaL 

France     . . 
CnitedSUtes     .. 
Spain 

Holland  «• 
Belgium  •• 

•15 

8 

8 

•  • 

28 
9 

4 
8 

1 

29,800 
8,800 

442 
2,287 

770 

5,000 
1,268 

84,800 

8,800 

1,705 

2,287 

770 

Total    •• 

29 

11 

40 

42,099 

6,263 

48,862 
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CountrieB  whither 
Proceeding. 

Yesselfl. 

Toanage. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
Ballast. 

Total. 

With 
Cargoes. 

In 
BaUasi 

Total 

Spain 

United  States      .. 
Portugal  .. 
France     . . 

16 
6 

•  • 

•  • 

88 

1 

109 
6 
2 
1 

29,800 
6,200 

•  • 

58,100 

2V26O 
1,473 

82.900 
6,200 
2,260 
1,473 

Total    .. 

22 

91 

113 

86.000 

56.883 

92,883 

FoBEiQir  Ships  at  the  Port  of  Santander  in  the  Year  1884. 


Nationftfity. 

Ships. 

TbM. 

French 

Korw^ian 

Belg-m 

Mexican 

Dutch 

247 

256 

72 

66 

6 

280,166 

184,412 

24,690 

40,622 

52,000 

9,152 

Total       

668 

584,942 

ExroKTS. 

The  only  foreign  exporta  from  Santander  of  any  consideration  in  ^P*^'^^* 
1884  were  :— 


Irtxdea. 


Iron  ore  to  England.. 
„        France    •• 
Copper -ore  to  England 
Wine  to  France       • . 
Olire  oil  to  France  •  • 


Tons 


Gallons 
Lbs. 


Quantity. 


20,966 

492 

590 

191,400 

tMOO 


Imvobts* 

It  is  an  important  fact  that  for  some  years  past  Q-reat  Britain  has  Imports, 
had  to  compete  with  France,  Belgium,  a^  Germany  under  great  dis- 
adrantages.  Favoured  by  treaties,  wbilrt  British  trade  had  to  face  the 
obstructiyenesa  b^  which  the  Spanish  Government  sought  to  exact 
from  ours  coneeasioos  to  that  of  Spain,  the  exports  of  those  countries 
have  increased  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  The  next  table  shows  the 
amount  of  foreign  exports  to  Spain  through  the  Custom-house  of 
Santander  in  ISM^— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104 


BrAIX. 


So  o  o 
eooo 


:  o*o*   ^  :^r^ 


o«  SoSo 
t«oooo  oo 

04 


f-lOO        QOO  O 


t3 


■I 


I 


§•0^8 

i§lf  II 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■AHTIBSEB. 


106 


^ 


O  O  vH  < 


:SSS 

>o  oo 
-7         oT 


o 


O 


S 


§11 


ki  a 


s 


'«s 


o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
O  O^IO  O  O  o  o 
CO  erTco  otCtcTcT 
w>  Ok      ^  00  eo  00 


o 
oo 


i.  i 


§9 


OO09OOOO        o 

S§"§§S§    § 


s 


o      o 

o      o 
^      o 


iS 


I 


o  d  o  d  o  o  o 


s 

o 
cT 


s  s  i 

•o      ao*     cT 


5      I 


ft   ft    »    S    S    ft 


s  s  s 


i 


^      ae  3  p 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


103 


TURKEY. 


Chief  articles 
of  import 


BAGHDAD. 

Beport  by  Conntl-Omeral  Tweedie  on  the  Trade  of  Baghdad  for  the 
Tear  heginning  Mareh  12, 1884,  and  ending  March  12, 1885. 

It  is  impossible  to  submit  detailed  returns  of  tbe  goods  imported 
into  Baghdad  during  the  period  of  report.  The  following  table  shows 
approximately  what  such  goods  consisted  of— the  articles  being 
catalogued  in  order,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered,  of  th&  extent  as  gauged 
by  value,  to  which  the  importation  of  the  several  commodities  has 
reached : — 


Goods. 


Places  from  which 
chiefly  Imported. 


Remarks. 


Piece  goods,  sal  ammoaiac,'] 
copper,  logrrood,  copperas,  I 
candles^  alnm,  iron,  tin,  coal,  | 
glass,  and  crockery  J 

Coffee,  pepper,  ginger,  tarmeric,  1 
cardamoDS,  and  cinnamon         j 

Loaf  sugar,    qaicksilver,  coohi-] 
neal,  and  embroidered  manu- 
factares 

Sugar,  spelter,  sogar  oandy,  tea, 
embroidered  goods,  cloves, 
and  lead 


Indigo 


Henna,  tobacco,  and  dry  limes    . 
Opium,  silk,  carpets,  and  saffron. 
Galls,  mohair,  and  vool  .  • 
Candles       ..         ••         •• 
Window  glass        «• 


England 


Halabsr  coast 


Marseilles 


India  and  China 


I 
Caleatta.  • 


Persian  Galf    .. 
Persia    . . 
Mosul  and  Persia 
Holland. . 
Belgium 


/Copper,    80,000^.    per 
\     r.onum  imported. 

r  Loaf  sugar :  very  large 
<     tmde  principally  for 
[     export  to  Persia. 
fEmbroidcrtd  manufac- 
\     tores  of  Lyons. 


fLai^o  business  done  in 
I  indigo  of  late  years. 
-J  Money  value  never 
less  than  15,000^.  to 
t    20,000^.  per  annum. 


Situation  of  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  imports  the  following  remarks 

Baghdad.         suggest  themselves  : — First  as  reaards  the  town  of  Baghdad :  this  is 

situated  in  lat.  33°  19'  40**  N.,  and  long.  40°  25'  E.,  two-thirds  on  the 

left  and  the  remainder  an  l^e  right,  or  Mesopotamia!),  bank  of  the 

Tigris. 

In  round  numbers  Baghdad  is  40  days'  journey  for  laden 
caravans  from  the  M«ditemuieAn  fieaports.  In  from  four  to  six  days 
steamers  pass  down  the  Tigris  and  Shattu  1  Arab  (or  united  Tigris 
and  Euphrates)  to  Bussorah,  which  is  situated  on  the  Shattu  '1  Arab 
(river  ot  Arabia),  not  far  from  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  Goods 
and  passengers  reach  it  from  Bombay  in  about  18  days,  with  only  one 
transhipment,  namely,  from  oeean  \o  river  steamer  at  Bussorah. 
Merchandise  consigned  to  it  from  IBn^land  is  delivered  at  its  Custom- 
house in  about  40  days'  time,  undergoing  transhipment,  necessarily  at 
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least,  at  the  same  port  only.     A  weekly  Eodish  post  for  letters  and  Heaos  of 
parcels  connects  it  with  Bombay.     The  local  government  maintains  a  commimiea* 
weekly  letter  post  between  it  and  Beyrout,  and  the  British  Cousolate  tion,         _jj 
a  similar  one.    The  route  is  by  dromedary  to  Damascus,  across  a  dry 
and  unpopuLited  desert,  and  thence  by  mail  cart  over  a  good  road  to 
Beyrout.     Letters  pass  in  this  way  between  Baghdad  and  Constanti- 
nople in  abotit  19  days.     Parcels  cannot    be  trusted  to  the^e  posta  for 
fear  of  the  bags  b«;ing  pillaged  by  the  nomadic  tribes  met  with  by  the 
way. 

The  population  of  the  ancient  city  probably  exceeds  100,000,  Population, 
and  falls  short  of  120.000  souIh  :  Arabs,  Turks,  Kurds,  Turko-  ^ ---'^tA- ••^  3 
mans,  Syrians,  Jews,  Persians,  Indians  and  Ariuenians,  besides 
Europeans,  are  numbered  among  its  inhabitants.  The  Govern-  QoTernmcnt.  ' 
ment  is  still  of  the  robust  and  personal  type,  though  much  tempered 
by  references  from  Constantinople,  by  local  imitations  of  certain 
of  the  institutions  of  Europe^  and  by  the  character  and  condition 
of  the  diverse  races  subject  to  it.  The  Wali  Pasha,  or  Governor-  i^^  and 
General,  is  appointed  of  course  from  Constantinople.  Muueipalities  justice, 
haye  been  set  ut  work.  The  courts  of  justice  have  been  reorganised 
more  or  less  on  the  European  model :  they  are  mostly  presided  over  not 
by  one  judge,  but  by  benches',  containing  representatives  both  of  tho 
Muslim  and  non-Muslim  communities.  British  and  German  residents 
live  under  the  protection  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate- 
Qeneml.  France,  Kunsia,  and  Persia  maintain  each  its  own  Consulate 
on  behalf  of  its  subjects  and  their  atf'airs  Cases  in  which  both 
parties  are  subjects  of  the  same  foreign  Consulate  are  heird  and 
aeterniined  in  such  Consulate.  When  the  pLiiniilf  lives  under  one 
ConsuUte,  and  the  defendant  under  another,  it  is  in  the  latter  that 
justice  has  to  be  soui^ht.  Ottoinan  subject:^  can  be  proceeded  against 
only  in  the  Osmaidi  Courts,  and  when  the  plainti^' is,  for  example,  a 
British  merchant,  especially  one  ut  a  distance,  he  usually  finds  it  very 
tedious,  with  all  that  can  be  done  to  help  him  by  his  Consulate,  to 
obtain  redress.  Tnis  is  alluded  to  here  because  British  merchants  have 
sometimes  written,  or  telegraplied,  to  this  Consulate,  asking:  for 
measures  to  be  taken  on  behalf  of  a  Baglidad  corresD<mdent,  nuch  as  H.B. 
the  Wali  himself  could  not  adopt.  Jurisdiction,  both  civil  and  criminal, 
is  claimed  by  the  Ottoman  Courts  over  all  foreigners  resident  in 
Baghdad.  There  are  many  advocates,  or  pleaders,  settled  in  the  town, 
both  Muslim  and  Christian.  Some  of  these  have  a  lair  knowledge 
of  Ottoman  law  and  procedure,  and  are  good  members  of  their 
profession.  Along  with  many  traders  of  subhtance  and  respectability, 
Baghdad  has  sometimes  contained  others  little  better  than  aJdventurera 
posing  for  a  time  as  merchants.  This  fact,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  difficulties  inseparable  from  litigation  in  so  remote  a  place,  should 
make  European  houses  cautious  before  entering  into  correspondence 
with  unknown  firms  in  Baghdad. 

Outside  the  town,  a  wide  expanse  of  almost  virgin  soil  for  Raral  popnla* 
the  planting  of  articles  of  European  origin  or  manufacture  is  ^^^ 
perceived  directly.  It  is  evident,  too,  that  the  borders  at  lejust  of 
this  field  are  gradually  being  taken  possession  of  by  the  im- 
porters of  commodiiies.  Multitudes  of  human  beings  not  ill  off  for 
money,  distributed  between  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf  and  the 
Mediterranean,  still  eat  with  their  fingers  from  wooden  platters,  or 
from  the  gnmnd  ;  carry  on  their  intertrioal  combats  with  rude  spears 
of  their  own  fashioning;  and  tell  the  time  by  a  glance  upward  at  the 
heavens.  But  it  is  ot>served  that  when  these  nomads  approach  towns 
like  Baghdad,  to  buy  their  year's  supply  of  dates,  they  are  very  ready 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 


TURSET. 


Jjeatber. 


Imports  firom 
Earope. 


British  firms. 


Exports. 


AgricuHare. 


to  possess  themselves  of  Jelf  wapo  and  knives  and  forks,  deadly  weapons 
of  European  manufocluro,  watches  made  expressly  for  exportation,  and 
other  things  unknown  to  thcur  fathers.  One  of  the  features  of  the  shop 
fronts  in  towns  like  Kurbala,  bordering  on  the  desert,  are  rows  upon 
rows  of  the  identical  zinc  tubs  in  which  the  morning  ablutions  are 
performed  under  such  difficulties  in  English  bedrooms.  On  inquiry  it 
appeared  that  these  are  being  "  pushed "  in  quite  a  new  character  in 
the  localities  indicated,  and  are  bought  in  large  numbers  by  the  wander- 
ing Arabs  to  serve  them  as  feeding  troughs  in  place  of  the  mighty 
platters  of  wood  in  which  from  time  immemorial  the  tent  supper,  con- 
sisting of  a  chopped  sheep  or  two,  has  been  served.  Household  utensils 
of  a  still  humbler  order  are  also  finding  their  way  as  soup  tureens  into 
the  homes  of  the  settled  Arabs. 

A  curious  thing  is  that  hardly  any  English  leather  seems  to  be  im- 
ported into  Baghdad.  The  natives,  of  course,  use  the  indigenous  article, 
which  is  of  a  superior  kind.  But  the  Ottoman  officials  and  soldiery 
find  work  for  a  large  number  both  of  saddlers  and  bootmakers,  and 
these  seem  to  draw  all  their  supplies  of  European  raw  material  from 
France.  From  the  same  quarter  comes  quantities  of  ready-made  boots 
and  shoes  of  patent  and  other  leathers. 

Of  the  European  goods  imported  into  Baghdad  a  certain  portion  is 
passed  on  without  break  of  bulk — partly  by  caravans  traversing  the 
desert  vi&  Aleppo  to  Damascus,  and  partly  vi&  Bak^ba  and  Kirmanehah 
to  Ispahan  and  Tehran.  The  former  consignments  are  said  to  consist 
chiefly  of  tobacco,  carpets,  silks,  shawls,  handkerchiefs,  and  drugs, 
and  the  latter  of  Manchester  goods,  chintzes,  sugar,  coffee,  spices,  iron 
and  glassware. 

The  Jews  are  the  largest  traders  in  Baghdad,  but  there  are  also 
many  native  Christian  and  Muhammadan  merchants. 

The  following  European  firms  have  either  their  headquarters  or 
branches  here,  and  bf'side  those  noted  there  are  one  or  two  others  of 
less  importance,  chiefly  Greek  : — 


Name  of  Finn. 


Messrs.  Stephen  Lynch  and  Co. 

„      Darby,  Andre wes&nd  Co. 

,f      Muir,  Tweedie  and  Co.  • 
Mr.  Julius  Weber         •• 


Kationalitj. 


British. 
Swiss. 


Turning  next  to  exports,  Appendix  A  shows  the  export  trade  between 
Baghdad  and  Europe,  and  Appendix  6  that  between  Baghdad  and  India, 
during  period  of  report.  In  the  former  table,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
wheat,  barley,  wool,  and  dates  are  conspicuous. 

The  soil  of  Mesopotamia  is  extraordinarily  fertile.  In  spring  it  is 
covered,  for  the  most  part,  with  nutritious  natural  grasses  in  endless 
variety.  At  all  seasons  a  few  showers  will  turn  its  brown  surface 
^een.  The  Tigris  and  Euphrates  present  great  facilities  to  cultivators, 
and  between  September  and  March  crop  after  crop  of  beans,  wheat, 
and  barley  are  raised  by  means  of  irrigation  all  along  the  banka  of  those 
and  other  rivers.  If  ever  the  Ottoman  Government  should  have  funds  to 
spare  for  the  construction  of  canals  in  this  portion  of  its  dominions, 
the  yield  of  cereals  and  increase  of  trade  and  population  would  be 
enormous. 

The  natural  advantages  of  the  Pashalik,  from  a  pastoral  point  of 
view,  are  equally  noteworthy.  Some  years  ago  a  Europeau  firm  in 
Unghdad,  under  the  protection  of  the  French   Consulate,  invested 
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capital  in  the  raising  of  wool  on  their  own  account.  But  the  un- 
certainty of  the  rainfall  and  food  supply,  as  well  as  the  numerous 
difficulties  which  in  Eastern  countries  always  impede  rural  enterprises 
attempted  by  Europeans,  interfered  with  success,  and  after  liug^ine 
till  the  other  day  on  a  reduced  scale  the  attempt  alluded  to  has  idied 
out. 

Owing  to  the  export  trade  of  the  town  all  passing  down  the  Tigris, 
with  but  trifling  exceptions,  in  river  steamers  for  transhipment,  chiefly 
at  Bussorah,  to  ocean  steamers  takiug  it  through  the  Sues  Canal,  and 
to  the  shipping  business  at  Baghdad  being  nearly  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  our  two  principal  British  firms  here,  acting  partly  as  exporters 
on  their  own  account,  and  still  more  largely  as  shippers  on  commission 
for  others,  it  has  been  easy  to  obtain  returns  of  exports  independently 
of  the  local  Custom-house. 

Two  lines  of  river  steamers  take  the  trude  of  Baghdad  down  the  Birer  aaTiga- 
Tigns.  One  of  these  (Messrs.  Lynch's),  limited  to  two  steamers  only,  *!<>*• 
runs  under  an  old  and  valued  concession  granted  by  the  Sublime  Porte, 
carrying  Her  Majesty's  Indian  mails.  The  other,  called  the  Oman 
Ottoman  Administration,  is  under  the  management  of  the  Ottoman 
Government,  and  maintains  a  fleet  of  five  steamers,  which  have  been 
greatly  improved  during  the  year  of  report,  and  are  at  present  running 
with  regularity  and  despatch. 

The  native  sailing  crafts  which  take  grain  and  dates  to  Bussorah 
can  pass  down  the  Tigris  only  when  the  river  is  high.  With  steam 
navigation  to  contend  against,  the  day  for  traffic  of  this  description 
may  be  considered  past. 

European  merciiants  residing  here  say  that  trade  has  shown  of  State  of  trade* 
recent  years  a  marked  tendency  to  increase.  To  dwell  on  the  causes 
which  obstruct  its  further  development  would  be  to  cross  the  line 
separating  the  commercial  from  the  political ;  but  the  close  connection 
between  a  sound  Customs  administration  an.d  the  healthy  flow  of  trade 
is  too  constantly  forced  on  one's  notice  iu  Baghdad  to  be  left  with 
propriety  out  of  view  in  submitting  a  report  like  this. 
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Appendix  A. — ^List  of  Exports  from  Baghdad  to  Europe  from 
12fch  March,  1884,  to  12tb  March,  1885. 


BMsripMoA. 

Number  of 
Packages. 

Weight 

Valne. 

Cwta. 

£        9.   d. 

Wool 

Bakt 

1«,000 

48,000 

144,000    0    0 

Hohair      .. 

9f                      •• 

900 

2,700 

16,000    0     0 

Carpets     . . 

»                       •  • 

760 

2,812 

20,000    0    0 

Skins  and  hides  .. 

♦»                       •• 

350 

670 

4.600    0    0 

Wheat       .. 

BtgB           .. 

160,000 

262,600 

78,760    0    0 

Barler 

ft                     •  • 

2,000 

8,000 

60O    0    0 

Seeds 

ft                     •• 

6,000 

9,000 

2,600    0    e 

Dates 

Skins 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000    0    0 

w               ••           •• 

Cases 

6,000 

8,000 

1,126    0    0 

„            •  • 

Bags 

1,000 

1,500 

662    0    0 

Chdls 

»»            •  • 

0.000 

16,760 

86,000    0    0 

Qnm 

CaMB 

2,600 

4,876 

20,000    0    0 

n             ••          •• 

B.0i 

1,000 

1,600 

8,000    0    0 

Tobacco    •• 

»                     •• 

1,000 

860 

1^00    0    0 

Ghee 

Cases 

600 

876 

600    0    0 

Intestines . . 

Barrels      •• 

800 

000 

8,000    0    0 

Miseellaneoas 

•  • 

260 

800 

818    0    0 

Total.. 

•  • 

•• 

860,860    0    0 

Appendix  B. — List  of  Exports  from  Baghdad  to  India  f^om 
12th  March,  1884,  to  12th  March,  1885. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Paekagea. 

Weight. 

Vake. 

Cwta. 

£      a.  d. 

Carpets     •• 

Bales 

10 

4 

600    0    0 

Cotton 

$f           •• 

86 

108 

190    0    0 

Galls 

Bags 

641 

1.120 

8,000    0    0 

Seeds 

w              •  • 

1,620 

2,200 

800    0    0 

Froits 

.  • 

681 

1,220 

1,600    0    0 

Ghee 

•  • 

2,667 

2,100 

8,400    0    0 

Drugs 

•  • 
t  • 

289 

800 

1,400    0    0 

Total.. 

•  • 

•• 

10,390     0    0 

British  Consulate-General,  Baghdad,  November  23, 1885. 
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PART  II. 
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LOIfDON: 
FEINTED   BY  HAEEISON  AND  SONS. 


To  be  parohaMd,  either  direetly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from  any  of  the 
following  Agenta»  via. : 

Mem.  Havbabd,  18,  Qreat  Qneen  Street,  W.C.,  and  82,  Abingdon  Street^ 

Westminster; 

HeaSB.  Stbb  and  SpormwooDi,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  and  Sale  Office, 

House  of  Lords ; 

MsMrs.  Adam  and  Chablb  Black,  of  Edinburgh ; 

Meian.  At.w^|mm  Thok  and  Co.  (Limited),  or  Messrs.  Hooon,  Fiqgu,  and  Co., 

of  Dnblin. 
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SUEZ. 

JReporl  hy  Consul  West  on  the  Trade,  Gommercey  and  NavigaHon  at 
Suez  in  the  Year  1885. 


Thebe  appears  to  have  been  a  slight  iroproyement  in  the  amount  of 
traffic  at  the  pprt  of  Suez  in  the  course  of  the  year  ended  Slst  December, 
1885,  but  as  the  Custom-house  returns  are  not  jet  published,  it  is 
impossible  to  state  positively  whether,  or  to  what  extent,  such  apparent 
improvement  was  realised. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  wheat,  <&c.,  has  caused  an  attempt  to  be  Bread  stuffs, 
made  to  import  wheat  from  India  into  Kgvpt,  but  whether  the  result 
will  prove  sufficiently  remunerative  to  induce  larger  consignments  is 
still  uncertain. 

The  importation  of  jute  gunny  bags,  used  in  the  conyeyance  ofJategonay 
produce  from  the  yillages  in  Lower  ^gypt,  is  increasing,  and  these  bid  hags, 
fair  to  become  a  regular  article  of  import  from  India.    These  gunny 
bags  are  landed  at  Suez,  whence  they  are  sent  to  the  yillages  in  Lower 
Egypt  as  required. 

The  importation  of  indigo,  chiefly  from  Madras,  exceeds  in  value  Indigo, 
that  of  any  other  article  of  produce  whatever  imported  at  Suez,  and 
in  the  year  1884  amounted  to  the  sum  of  280,000/.,  while  of  exports  i^ory. 
the  largest  yalue  of  any'single  article  in  that  year,  yiz.,  elephants*  tusks, 
did  not  exceed  150,000/. 


BETUBiir  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Suez  during  the  Tears 
1883  and  1884. 


Articles. 


ADimals  and  animal  prodaets 

Vegetable  products,  corn«  poise,  rice,  fruit,  oil, 

wine,  spiriia,  &c 

Colonial  produce— coffee,  tea,  sugar,  tobacco,  spices, 

and  preserves  

Dyes,  principally  indigo  and  perfumery      •  • 

Manufactures  or  bale  goods 

Other  articles  ..         ••        

Total 


847,200 


L264] 
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IlETrii>'  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Suez  during  the  Tears 
1883  and  1884. 


Articles. 


Animals  and  animal  product* 

Vegetable  product  s,  corn,  yuUo,  rice,  fruity  oil, 

wine,  spirits,  &c.     . . 
Colonial  produce— coffee,  tea,  sugar,  spices,  pre- 

serre?,  tobacco,  &c. . .         . .         . .         »•         . . 

Dyes  (principally  iniiigo)  and  chemicals     .. 

Manufactures  or  bale  goods!   ••         

Coals,  wood  and  wood-work    .  •         

Other  articles  ..         ..         • 

Total 


Value. 


1884. 

£ 
30,800 

35,200 

25?,T00 

802,950 

80,800 

10,000 

38,350 


751,800 


1883. 


£ 
l.OCO 

11,800 

163,250 

357,800 

20,100 

9,600 

134,050 


698,500 


Casualties. 


The  value  of  articles  exported  and  imported  is  calculated  at  tli© 
rate  of  97^  Egyptian  pias.  per  pound  sterling,  the  figures  representing 
units  and  tent5  being  struck  off  and  replaced  by  ciphers. 

Table  showing  the  Total  7olue  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Suez  and 
Imported  to  Suez  from  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Tears  18^ 
and  1884 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Countries. 

1884. 

1883. 

1884. 

1883. 

England  and  British  Possessions 
MasMwah  and  Sawakin  .  • 
Turkey  and  Ottoman  DominioDS 

Persia 

Prance  and  Algeria 

Austro-llungary 

Italy         

£ 
27,400 
30,200 
67,500 

"eo 

120 

£ 

1(15,560 

12^,600 

"*20 
20 
40 

SOVOTO 

£ 

434,800 

36,000 

212.900 

8,100 

12,800 

17,000 

2,200 

6,600 

21,000 

£ 

455,000 

164,000 

15,000 

15,500 

2O0O 

China  and  Japan 

Other  countries 

270 

11,110 

47,000 

Total 

142,660 

347,200 

751,800 

698,500 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  foregoing  returns  that  there  was  a-  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  total  value  of  exports  in  the  year  1884;  this 
was  caused  by  a  large  reduction,  amounting  ti  more  than  140,000/.,  in 
the  value  of  ivory  and  ostrich  feathers  exported. 

Snippj^^a  jLKix  ^AVia-AfTioifw 

The  number  of  vessels  having  transactions  with  the  port  of  Suez  in 
the  year  1885  was  in  excess  in  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  casualties  reported  at  the  Consulate  were  also  in  excess  of 
those  reported  in  1884.  numbering  17,  many  of  which  necessitated 
only  slight  repair,  while  on  six  occasions  they  resulted  in  no  detention 
whatever  to  the  vessels  at  Suez. 
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12  Teasels  delivered  coals  at  Fori;  Ibrahim  Dock  to  the  extent  Coals. 
of  25,000  tons  ia  the  course  of  the  year,  and  it  is  here  necessary  to 
remark  that  these  coals  are  deposited  at  Saez  for  the  nse  of  steamers 
navigating  the  Bed  Sea  and  the  Canal,  and  are  not  recorded  under 
the  head  of  imports,  as  no  duty  is  levied  on  any  portion  of  thexA  unless 
i)rought  to  Suez  for  consumption. 

A  small  beacon  light  has  been  established  in  the  creek  or  channel  Harbour 
leading  to  Suez  for  the  convenience  of  steam  tugs  and  launches  plying  lights, 
between  Suez  and  the  roadstead. 

Bbtubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Suez  in  the  Tear  1885. 

£mtbu3>. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitf. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British  yessels 

French  resseb,  Mes- 
■agerici  BUritimef 

Austrian  ressels,  Aus- 
trian Lloyd's 

Itlllaa  vessels,  Florio 
Babattino   ... 

». 

« 

386 
116 
78 
72 
60 

685,460 
69,600 
156,000 
108,000 
90,000 

386 
116 
78 
72 
60 

685,460 
69,000 
156,000 
108,000 
90,000 

Total       

... 

712 

1,099,200 

712 

1,109.000 

Total  for  the  year 
preceding 

... 

••• 

672 

1,021,000 

672 

1,021,000 

Cleased. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  yessels 

Egyptian       vessels, 
Khedevial 

French  vessels,  Mes- 
sagerles  Marltimes 

Austrian  vessels,  Aus- 
trian Lloyd's 

Italian  vessels,  Florio 
Bubattino  ... 

... 

.M 

385 
116 
78 
72 
60 

683,000 
69,600 
156,000 
108,000 
90,000 

385 
116 

78 
72 
60 

683,600 
•9,600 
156,000 
108,000 
90,000 

Total       

... 

711 

1,097,200 

711 

1,097,200 

TWalfbr  the  year 
preceding 

•.. 

... 

672 

1.021,000 

672 

1,021,000 

Aqeicultube. 

The  levelling  and  irrigation  of  the  Desert  continue,  and  the  extent 
of  land  brought  under  cultivation  is  gradually  increasing:  several 
liundred  acres  are  already  productive,  and  although  the  attempt  to 
cultivate  has  failed  in  some  places,  the  work  of  reclaiming  the  Desert  is 
.pursued  with  unabated  vigour  in  other  directionz;. 

POPITLATIOK  Aim  InDITSTBIES. 

There  is  no  apparent  increase  in  the  population  of  Suez :  there  seems 
to  be  a  larger  number  of  deaths.  There  is  certainly  more  sickness  in  the 
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place  than  there  used  to  be*  The  number  of  Europeans  increases 
slightly,  but  this  is,  I  think,  chiefly  attributable  to  the  presence  of  the 
British  troops  in  hospital  or  camp.  Possibly  the  next  census  may 
show  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  native  inhabitants,  but  thi» 
will,  I  tbink,  be  attributable  to  the  increased  demand  for  all  the- 
necessaries  ot  life  caused  by  the  occupation. 

Public  Works. 

Under  this  head  there  is  nothing  to  report  upon  at  Suez,  unless  it 
be  with  reference  to  the  Suez  Canal,  the  work  of  widening  which 
is  progressing  slowly. 
Suez  Caaal.  Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  rates  and  charges,  although  the  year 

ended  Slst  December,  1884,  showed  an  increase  of  23  ships  and  286,660 
tons  (gross  tonnage)  over  the  preceding  year  as  having  passed  through 
the  Canal,  there  was  a  falling  of  about  ^  per  cent,  in  the  dividend 
allotted  to  shareholders  on  the  paid-up  capital.  Tn  the  year  1885  the 
number  of  ships  and  tonnage  showed  a  further  increase  respectively  of 
840  ships  and  €65,44^  tons  (gross  measurement),  but  the  net  profit 
and  the  amount  of  dividend  to  be  distributed  among  the  shareholders 
will  not  be  published  before  the  end  of  June,  1 8SG.  The  dividend  for 
the  year  1884  amounted  (including  the  statutory  5  per  cent,  on  each 
20/.  share)  to  3/.  ds.  per  share,  or  about  17^  per  cent,  on  the  paid-up 
capital,  equal  dj  per  cent,  on  the  present  value  of  the  shares. 

GSKEKAL   EkMABKS. 

Beyond  the  occasional  but  fitful  expression  of  a  belief  on  the  part 
of  the  more  influential  natives  that  in  some  way  or  other,  of  wnich 
they  have  no  well-defined  notion,  the  government  of  the  country  is 
going  to  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  there  is  no  evidence  of 
a  wish  or  expectation  on  their  part.  They  appear  to  be  satisfied  that 
there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  in 
many,  if  not  in  every  respect ;  and  while  they  cannot  be  expected  ta 
look  with  complacency  on  the  prospect  of  being  ruled  by  foreigners  of  a 
different  creed  to  their  own,  there  is  no  outward  show  of  any  dread  or 
even  dislike  to  the  prospect  of  our  rule,  so  long  as  it  does  not  affect 
their  religious  and  social  institutions,  among  which,  however,  must  be 
included  their  right  to  possess  slaves,  to  which  they  are  as  strongly 
attached  as  ever. 

Suez,  February  22, 1886. 
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FRANCE. 

CHEEBOUEG. 

JReporC  hy  Consul  The  Son.  H.  P.  Vereher,  LL.D.,  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  the  Departments  of  La  Manche^  Ille  et  Vilaine,  and 
Sarthefor  the  Tear  1885. 

DEPXBTicxirr  of  Li.  Makohjb  (CnvEBOVBd). 

TnE  cessation  in  Julj,  1885,  of  the  service  of  the  steamers  which,  Prelimiiuiy. 
in  connection  with  the  Great  Western  jRailwaj,  carried  passengers  and 
a  lar^e  quantity  of  goods  between  Weymouth  and  Cherbourg,  has 
necessarily  disarranged  the  trade  of  this  port  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  and  has  caused  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  steamers 
employed ;  the  consequences  are,  however,  much  less  than  might  have 
been  anticipated,  and  I  imagine  wiJl  be  only  temporary,  for  the  com- 
merce is  now  on  an  enlarged  and  substantial  basis,  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  new  facilities  will  be  discovered  for  carrying  it  on. 

Setubit  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Cherbourg  in  the  Year  1885.    Shipping. 

Entsbxo. 


With  Cargoes. 

InBallast 

Total. 

NationaUtj. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BritiBh      

French      

Ocrman     

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Banian     

Other  coontrios   .,. 

611 
27 
46 

27 

20 

6 

138,943 
8,060 
84,438 

10,710 
6,604 
1,667 

133 
6 

22,636 
226 

644 
83 

46 

27 

20 

6 

Ill  III 

Total  1886 

„     1884 

036 
811 

246,312 
266,681 

189 
117 

22.860 
17,467 

776 
928 

268,172 
271,048 

CUUBXD. 


1         With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast.            |                Total. 

NadonaUty. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

ntitish       634 

French      ♦            7 

German     '           43 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian 1 

Russian     

Other  countries   ...| 

143,684 

242 

83,632 

347 

103 

67 

3 

29 

20 

6 

17,369 

6,479 

906 

10,881 
6.963 
1,667 

637 
64 
46 

80 
20 
6 

161,0a 
6,721 
84,438 

11,228 
6,963 
1,667 

Total  1885                     666 
„     1884         ...;         717 

227,806 
224,625 

217 
221 

44,246 
47,963 

802 
938 

272,060 
272,488 

N.6. — These  returns  nro  derived  from  Custom-hou^e  entries,  which 
do  not  distin^^uish  steamers  from  sailing  vessels. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IIG 


TBAICOS. 


Imports. 


Betubk  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Cherbourg  during  the 

Tear  1885. 


Articles. 

Qnantitiee  in  Tons. 

1885. 

1884. 

pexnent^  P^friland     ••        ••        •• 

Cotton  mahnlactiires 

Drainage  pipes         

Fish,  fresh 

Goano  and  ^ther  manores    •  • 

Iron,  sheet     ..         

Machinei7,  Mpcultaral 

TiD,block 

Wheat 

Wood :  planks,  beams,  &c  •  • 
Other  articles 

45,078 

56 

1,048 

1,198 

999 

288 

58 

680 

24,470 
1,915 

1,968 
40,719 

1,8*86 

1,470 

7,444 

292 

52 

1,486 

152 

24,828 

1.412 

Total 

75,775 

80,659 

Exports. 


N.B. — There  are  no  means  of  determining  at  this  port  the  values  of 
imports  and  exports,  such  values  not  being  declared. 


]3.STUBif  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Cherbourg  during  the 

Tear  1886. 


Articles. 

Quantities  in  Tons. 

1884. 

1885. 

Barley..        ..        

255 

569 

Basket  work 

141 

248 

Booto  and  shoes        

Butter 

62 

100 

12,101 

12,118 

Chestnuts  and  walnuts 

214 

861 

Coals 

1,699 

.• 

B«g» 

2,640 

8,701 

Floor,  wheatea         

98 

,, 

fmit^ftesh 

480 

1,957 

Guano..         » 

2,800 

•  • 

Heat,  fresh 

107 

147 

Oxen  and  cows         

119 

107 

Paris  articles 

188 

548 

Potatoes 

8,869 

4,858 

Sheep 

66 

107 

Vegetables 

1,885 

1,227 

Wines,  in  casks  and  botUes  .  • 

284 

466 

Woollen  manufactures 

429 

404 

Tarn,  flax,  and  hemp           «•         •• 

158 

884 

Other  articles 

1,888 

8,568 

Total 

28,888 

81,810 
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In  the  geDeml  pesulU  the  foregoing  tablef  show  the  trade  of  Clier-  Cherbourg 
bonrg  to  bo  fnirlj  steady ;  there  has  been  no  noticeable  reduction  in  the  *'^®»  fi^"^*^"^- 
tonnage  of  ships,  and  the  small  diminutions  in  some  articles  of  import 
and  export  are  fully  acoounied  for  by  tbe  cessation  of  the  service  of  the 
Weymouth  steamers.  Had  it  not  l>een  for  this  cause,  it  is  certain  that 
the  trade  of  last  year  would  have  sliown  a  substantial  increase  over  that 
of  the  previous  year.  Those  steamers  have  been  an  important  factor 
in  leading  to  the  auraentadon  of  commerce  noted  for  some  years  in 
these  reports,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  either  the  service  will  be  again 
undertaken,  or  that  some  alternative  means  will  be  found  to  accommo- 
date the  necessities  of  thetra£Bc ;  nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  new  sources 
of  totde  have  been  profitably  initiated,  extended  fields  placed  under 
contribution  for  production,  and  commerce  diverted  from  other  points 
to  this  port  as  being  more  advantageous,  it  is  not  likely  that  for  many 
years,  if  ever,  the  Cherbourg  trade  will  lose  the  advantages  which  it 
lately  acquired. 

The  withdrawal,  even  were  it  temporary,  of  the  principal  means  by  Weymonih 
which  the  commerce  with  Cherbourg  was  carried  on  is  so  important  as  ^^^^  ^^ 
regards  the  present,  and  especially  the  future,  of  trade,  that  some  ■*^™*"- 
brief  remarks  en  this  collapse  may  not  he  inappropriate,  the  observa- 
tions being  based  on  matters  of  public  notoriety.  The  establishment  of 
a  Ime  of  steamers  between  Weymouth  and  Cherbourg  was  suggested  by 
pie,  in  connection  with  the  French  International  Exhibition  in  1878,  to 
the  Great  Western  Bailway  Company  and  the  Western  of  France 
Sailway  Company,  Mid  accepted  by  them  in  principle,  but  the  arrange- 
ments were  not  completed  till  August  in  that  year.  The  idea  was  at 
first  to  have  daylight  passages  mainly  for  passengers ;  however,  in  the 
lateness  of  the  season  merchandise  was  found  to  pay  better,  and  the 
line  was  transformed  into  a  nightly  service  both  ways.  A  berth  was 
made  for  the  steamers  in  the  outer  port,  connected  by  tramway  with 
the  railway  station,  and  having  steam  cranes  for  tho  loading  and  discharge 
of  cargo ;  facilities  for  entry  and  exit  had  been  obtained  by  dredging,  and 
at  the  time  the  service  ceased,  permission  had  been  granted  to  erect  a 
landing-stage  projecting  over  the  water,  which  would  have  enabled  the 
steamers  to  come  alongside  in  almost  any  state  of  the  tide.  Meantime, 
the  number  of  passengers  carried  was  steadily  augmenting,and  amounted 
to  several  thousands  yearly ;  fair  and  valuable  cargoes  of  goods  were 
brought  from  England,  and  exports  were  so  largely  supplied  that,  in 
the  busy  shipping  season,  space  could  not  be  found  for  all  the  mer- 
chandise offering.  There  seemed  to  be  here  the  elements  of  a  successful 
undertaking.  The  main  causes  of  the  breakdown  may  be  summarised 
as  follows : — Both  railway  oompauies  had  made  concessions  to  promote 
the  traffic;  it  was  representea  to  the  Western  of  France  Company 
that,  though  by  those  arrangements  the  trade  of  Cherbourg  benefited, 
the  carriage  of  goods  was  thus  diverted  from  G-ranviUe,  Havre,  Honfleur, 
and  other  points  served  by  the  same  company,  and  also  that  they  carried 
those  goods  over  the  longer  instead  of  the  shorter  routes  without 
corresponding  benefit.  These  ar^uments^  though  infioeatially  put  for- 
ward, appear  fallacious,  and  at  best  only  apply  to  a  portion  of  the 
traffic;  for  much  of  it  was  new,  springing  from  the  facnlities  afforded 
by  the  steamers,  and  was  not  diverted.  On  the  other  liand,  the  Great 
Western  steamers  employed  were  mostly  flat-bottomed  vessels,  formerlj 
on  the  Waterford  and  Milford  Haven  line;  they  were  intended  for 
large  numbers  of  passengers,  who  could  not  be  expected  on  this  route 
at  present ;  they  had  expensive  crews,  and  burned  much  coal— altoge- 
ther, the^  were  economically  unsuited  to  tlie  special  trade  of  this  port ; 
and,  besides,  they  had  been  unfortunate,  one  being  lost  and  others 
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TiieetiDg  with  accidents  of  various  kinds.  The  Western  of  France 
Company  appears  to  have  been  swayed  by  these  different  considera- 
tfons,  and,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  losing  indirectly  on  its 
railway,  was  opposed  to  a  joint  purse  and  the  uncertain  element  of 
losses  on  the  steamers,  and  terminated  the  agreement. 

The  collapse  of  those  arrangements  between  tho  two  companies 
after  seven  years*  trial  having  arisen,  not  from  want  of  business,  but 
from  extraneous  circumstances,  far  from  discouraging  similiar  attempts 
in  the  future,  seems  rather  to  persuade  to  develop  the  trade  by  further 
enterprise,  and  to  indicate  that  a  suitablo  line  of  daily  steamers  from 
one  of  the  south  of  En<;land  ports,  with  sufficient  accommodation  for 
about  25  passengers,  and  cargo  space  fitted  for  the  exports  from  this, 
might,  if  established  on  a  proper  basis,  be  profitable  as  a  commercial 
undertaking,  and  could  well  be  tried  at  this  time  when  steam  shipping 
is  so  depressed. 

At  present  the  only  regular  line  of  steamers  from  England  to 
Cherbourg  is  the  London  and  South-Western  Bailway  Company's  vii 
Southampton ;  five  steamers  run  weekly,  three  bein;;  for  passengers  and 
goods  both  ways,  and  two  for  goods  only  from  Cherbourg. 

Uncertainty  exists  as  to  the  power  of  importing  fresh  fish  to  France 
in  British  bottoms,  and  inquiries  on  the  subject  often  reach  this 
Consulate ;  it  seems,  therefore,  advisable  to  remove  the  doubts  which 
prevail:  the  customs  tariff  imposing  a  duty  of  5  fr.  on  100  kilos. 
(220  lbs.)  of  fresh  fish  imported  from  foreign  countries  sanctions  the 
importation  of  such  fish  in  British  bottoms,  and  my  reports  show  that 
the  imports  of  fresh  fish  at  Cherbourg  in  British  steamers  have  been  as 
follows  in  the  past  five  years  :^ 

Tons. 

1881        907 

1882        1.077 

1888        1,215 

1884        1,470 

1885        1,108 

Those  imports  have  been  for  the  interior  and  Paris  markets,  and  do  not 
involve  the  objections  which  would  be  raised  if  fresh  fish  were  imported 
in  British  vessels  for  consumption  at  the  port  of  importation,  for 
French  fishermen  would  then  complain  that  their  means  of  livelihood 
were  being  interfered  with. 

A  considerable  amount  of  dredging  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
last  six  months  in  the  outer  port  and  the  channel  leading  thereto  from 
the  roads ;  the  mud  has  been  removed  throughout  a  great  portion,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made,  by  diving  bells  and  other  contrivances, 
for  further  deepening  by  removing  the  rock  which  forms  the  lower  bed 
of  the  outer  port. 

A  lar^e  iron  drawbridge  has  been  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the 
commercial  basin ;  it  is  worked  by  hvdraulic  pressure  on  a  pivot  in 
such  manner  that,  when  open,  it  frees  both  entrances  to  the  basin— one 
for  vessels  coming  in,  the  other  for  those  going  out. 

The  new  deep  entrance  to  the  commercial  basin  is  so  far  advanced 
that  it  is  confidently  predicted  it  will  be  open  before  the  end  of  this 
year :  when  completed  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  shipping 
interest,  as  it  will  enable  vessels  of  deeper  draught  and  larger  beam  than 
heretofore  to  enter  the  basin,  and  will  prevent  the  constantly  recur^ 
ring  necessity  of  partly  discharging  vessels  in  the  roads. 

The  deposits  in  the  Cherbourg  savings  bank  have  increased  as 
follows  in  the  past  five  years,  exchange  25  fr.  per  pound  sterling  :^* 
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Januaiy  1, 1882,  amoont  in  deposit 
1888, 
1884, 
1886. 
1886, 


£ 
222,248 
298,812 
814,662 
860,202 
878,795 


The  post  ofiBce,  departmental,  and  other  local  savings  banks  have 
likewise  had  their  deposits  largely  augmented. 

DflPABTMIKT   OF  IlLE  ET  YlLlIKX   (S^nTT  MaXO). 

Lieut.-C<>l.  Vice-Consul  MacGregor  reports  as  follows  on  the  trade  Tnde  of  St. 
ofSt.Maloinl885:—  ^*^- 

Setitbx  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  St.  Malo  in  the  Tear  1885.     Shipping, 


SaiUog. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KationaUt7. 

Number  of 
Veswjle. 

Tou. 

Number  of 
VeflfclJk 

Tons, 

Number  of 
VeaMls. 

Tom. 

Great  Britain 

France        

Other  countries    ... 

156 
70 
25 

20;i64 
7,449 
5,864 

678 
"l 

147,077 
"S52 

885 

70 
26 

167,241 
7,449 
6,206 

Tottl 

„    for  1884... 

251 

38,467 

680 

147,428 

881 

886 

180,896 
178,578 

CUEABSD. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number  of 
Vewela. 

Tona. 

Number  of 

VeaMli. 

TVmi. 

Number  of 
Veuels. 

Tons. 

Great  Britain 

France       

Other  countriei    ... 

122      • 
18 
7 

10,841 

607 

1,186 

425 

98,768 

547       i     104,104 
18                   607 
7        1         1,186 

Total    ...       ... 

„    for  1884... 

142 

12,184 

425 

98,768 

567        1     106,897 
966        1      181,859 

Eetcbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  St.  Malo  during  the 

Tear  1885. 


Exports, 
St.  Malo. 


1885. 

1884. 

Articles. 

Qaantity. 

Value 
(in  SterUng). 

Qoanatj. 

Valao 
(In  Sterling). 

Barley 

Batter 

Potatoes 

Tons. 

25,469 
6,007 
6,641 

£ 

4 

Tons. 
12,448 

;       6,i24 

■  ^1 

Total     .. 

88,1S7 

•  • 

26,tJ7 

•  • 
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TiUWe^. 


Imports, 
St.  Malo. 


Trade  of  Le 
ifanfi. 

Exports,  Le 
Mans. 


Imports^  Le 
Hans. 


Eetukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  St.  Malo  during  the 

Year  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

ArUdes. 

Qoaiitity. 

Ttlae 
(in  Sterling). 

Qoantity. 

Vtlne 
(in  Sterling). 

Coal      .. 
Iron,  pig 
Htch     ..         ..        .. 

Tons. 

181,697 

7,128 

2,981 

£ 

Tons. 

167,805 

8,785 

2,069 

£ 

Total     .. 

191,751 

•  • 

178,159 

•  • 

The  Vice-Consul  mentions  that  the  values  of  exports  and  imports 
cannot  be  ascertained^  as  the  Custom-house  authorities  do  not  supply 
that  information. 

DSPABTIIENT  OF  Si.UTHB   (Ll  Ma.!IS). 

Hr.  Tice-Consul  de  Yeulle  reports  as  follows  on  the  tmdo  of  Le 
MaH9  in  :i885  :— 

SixiTBir  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Le  Mans  during  the 
Yew  ended  Slst  December,  1885. 


Articles. 

Measures. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qnantlty. 

Valne. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Grsin 

Flonr           •• 
fM..        .. 
Fmit 

Eggs 

PeuUry 
OthMT  articles 

Quarters.. 

Sacks     •• 

»         •• 

Doxen    .. 

•• 
•• 

•  • 

187,140 

10,000 

280,000 

•  • 

£ 

240,000 

4oVoOO 

7,000 

14,000 

84,000 

5,000 

177,140 
12,400 
15,000 

820,000 

•  ■ 

•  • 

£ 

810,000 
81,000 
60,000 
9,000 
16,000 
88,000 
8,000 

Total    •• 

• . 

840,000 

• « 

469,000 

Betubjt  of  Principal  Artides  of  Import  to  Lo  Mans  during  the 
Year  ended  Slst  December,  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal 

Metals 

Other  articles       «, 

Tons. 
21,400 

•  • 
« • 

£ 

82,000 
12,000 
10,000 

Tons. 
22,700 

•  • 

£ 
84,000 

18,000 
15,000 

Total 

•  • 

54,000 

•  • 

67,000    . 

Cherbourg,  February  26, 1886. 
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Iteporl  hy  Consul-  General  Bernal  on  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion of  Havre,  and  the  District  of  the  Consulate- Qene7*al  for  the 
Tear  1885. 

The  picture  drawn  by  me  of  the  Atate  of  commercial  affairs  at  Havre  General 
dnriDg  1884,  would  only  require  the  shadows  to  be  deepened  in  inten-  obserrationa. 
sity  to  servft  for  that  of  last  year.  As  time  goes  on,  so  does  the 
change  in  the  nature  of  tl)e  business  transacted  here,  of  whicii  I  have 
spoken  in  previous  reports,  and  the  cry  of  no  profits,  is  heard  on  all 
sides.  Then,  again,  nowhere  could  the  bad  points  of  exce^^sive  centralisa- 
tion be  more  clearly  exemplified  than  at  Havre.  Throttled  by  want  of 
sufiBcient  railroad  communication,  and  by  excessive  rates  of  transport 
on  the  ono  hand,  and  by  (until  lately)  insufficient  dock  accommodation, 
and  the  absence  of  the  modem  appliances  connected  therewith  on  the 
other,  it  sees  rival  ports  more  favourably  situated  in  these  respects,  or 
less  hampered  by  administrative  trammels,  increasing  in  importance,  in 
some  eases,  at  its  expense.  It  may  not  be  too  late  for  Havre  to  pre« 
serve  its  present  rank,  or  to  regain  some  of  its  lost  trade ;  but  if  it  is 
to  do  this,  and  to  obtain  any  share  of  the  increased  business  which  will 
result  from  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  whenever  that  work 
shall  be  completed,  it  will  be  necessary  that  more  attention  to  and 
eneFgy  in  supplying  the  different  requirements  of  its  commerce  should, 
on  aJl  sidrs,  be  displayed,  and  that  the  Commissions  of  Inquiry  which 
succeed  one  another  should,  once  for  all,  arrive  quickly  at  a  conclusion 
as  to  the  works  and  improvements  which  it  is  advisable  should  bo 
executed. 

It  is,  of  course,  far  more  agreeable  to  keep  one's  eyes  shut  to  any 
blots  which  may  mar  or  check  the  current  or  individual,  or  local  life 
and  interests,  but  it  is  quite  a  wrong  policy  to  do  so  from  the 
very  point  of  view  of  those  interests  themselves,  and  when  I  state  that 
the  tonnage  of  shipping  entering  the  port  of  Havre,  after  having  year 
by  year  increased  up  to  the  end  of  1883,  slightly  fell  off  in  1884,  and, 
excluding  the  coasting  trade,  which  is  confined  to  French  vessels, 
decreased  to  the  extent  of  75,000  tons  in  1885,  it  will  surely  be 
admitted  that  such  a  fact  is  pregnant  with  warning  to  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  port. 

Of  the  two  new  lines  of  raiboad  conceded  to  the  "Western  Bailway  Proposed  now 
Company,  the  one  from  Havre  to  Dieppe,  with  branches  to  Etretat  and  Uaes  of  rail- 
Fecamp,  was  declared  of  public  utility  by  the  law  of  the  17th  August,  '^^"^ 
1885,  and  the  other  from  Pont-Audemer  to  Port  Jerome,  by  a  tunnel 
under  the  Eiver  Seine,  is  dependenv  on  the  result  of  soundings  which 
are  being  made  in  regard  to  the  latter.    It  will,  I  fear,  be  yet  a  long 
while  before  Havre  enjoys  the  benefit  of  these  two  lines. 

The  western  half  of  the  9th,  or  Bellot  Dock,  was  opened  about  two  Harbour 
months  ago,  and  vessels  can  make  use  of  the  northern  and  western  vorks,  &c, 
quays,  and  the  remaining  two  sides  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of 
June.    The  eastern  half  of  the  dock  will  be  finished  about  the  middle 
of  next  year. 
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CoDBiderablo  progress  has  been  made  during  tlie  past  yonr  with  the 
various  worksi  counected  with  the  canal  from  Havre  to  Tuncarville,  on 
the  Eiver  Seine,  and  it  will  in  all  probabilitj  be  opened  about  the  end 
of  March,  1887.  I  think  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  numerous 
fiactories  of  one  kind  and  another  will  spring  up  in  its  vicinity. 

Although  one  would  have  supposed  that  the  subject  had  been  so 
thoroughly  threshed  out  that  nothing  more  remained  to  be  said  about 
it,  yet  a  new  Commission  has  been  ai)pointcd  by  Government  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  Hiver  Seine  from  !EU)uen  down  to  the  sea, 
including  the  port  of  Havre  and  the  roadstead,  and  to  report  on  the 
many  projects  which  have  been  brought  forward  in  connection  there- 
with. Considering  the  state  of  the  public  Anances,  and  the  large  sum 
which  the  carryincr  out  of  any  one  of  the  proposed  plans  would  involve, 
it  is  greatly  to  bo  feared  that,  notwithstanding  the  national  importance 
of  the  objects  in  view,  the  inquiry  will  not  lead  to  any  immediate  good 
results. 

Various  minor  improvements,  such  as  the  dredging  of  some  of  the 
basins,  the  replacing  of  two  of  the  old  bridges  across  the  openings  by  new 
iron  ones  opened  and  closed  by  hydraulic  power,  and  the  renewing  or 
repairing  of  some  of  the  dock  gates,  have  been  completed  during  the 
past  year. 
Continued  This  question  being  one  of  great  importance  to  the  port  and  corn- 

prohibition  of  merce  of  Havre,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  made  great  efforts  to 
Amerieui  obtain  the  annulling  of  a  prohibition,  which  was  decreed  on  grounds 
^^^*°  which  are  unanimously  acknowledged  to  be  without  any  basis.    These 

efforts  have  hitherto  had  no  result,  the  opposition  of  the  Protectionist 
parl^  having,  up  to  the  present,  proved  too  powerful.    The  real  effect 
of  the  prohibition  is  that  while  a  certain  amount  of  these  articles  still 
find  their  way  into  France  under  other  names  and  by  indirect  channels, 
the  shipping,  commercial,  and  industrial  interests  are  deprived  of  a 
great  element  of  freight,  profit,  employment,  &c.    An  amusing  incident 
occurred  in  connection  with  this  subject  a  little  time  back,  when,  on 
the  sti*ength  of  a  rumour  that  the  United  States  intended  to  increase 
the  duties  on  French  production,  in  retaliation  for  this  prohibition,  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  appeared  suddenly  to  spring  up  throughout 
the  country  as  to  the  desirability  of  repealing  it,  and  as  suddenly  com- 
menced to  decrease  when  the  rumour  appeared  to  have  no  foundation. 
Bespontiblliiy       Owing  to  several  fires  which  have  taken  place  amongst  bales  of 
for  damage  by  cotton  lying  on  the  quays,  a  very  important  question  has  been  raised  as 
oTq^m^^   to  on  whom  the  loss  should  fall.    The  Tribunal  of  Commerce  of  Havre 
^   ^        decided  that  in  all  cases  where  the  cotton  has  not  passed  the  scales  the 
loss  must  be  borne  by  the  shipowner,  who  cannot  be  held  to  have 
delivered  the  cargo.    The  Court  of  Appeal  at  Kouen  have  given  two 
judgments  on  the  point,  which  are  diametrically  opposed  to  one  anotlier, 
and  the  question  is  now  pending  before  the  Court  of  Cassation,  by 
whom  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  final  authoritative  decision  will  be  arrived  at. 
Shippioff  ^  ^^^®  ^^^^  ^^  remarked  ut   various  meetings  of  shipowners  in 

boimtief  England  that  there  was  not  any  ground  for  being  afraid  of  the  efiects 
of  the  French  Navigation  Bounties,  and  that  it  was  probable  that 
France  would  ere  very  long  become  tired  of  paying  them.  Whatever 
may  be  the  fact  respecting  the  first,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  likelihood — 
considering  the  very  marked  tendency  which  exist  on  all  sides  in  France 
towards  increased  measures  of  protection— of  the  second  statement 
being  fulfilled.  The  "  Compagnie  des  Chargeurs  Reunis**  of  this  port, 
with  a  fleet  of  23  steamers,  of  51,500  ai^gregato  tons  burthen,  were 
enabled,  owing  to  these  bounties,  to  declare  a  dividend  iusc  year  of 
6  percent.,  instead  of  having  to  show  a  loss  on  the  year's  operation. 
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Owing  to  tbo  decreased  amount  of  shipping;  entering  the  poit  last  Condition  of 
rear,  and  the  consequent  lessened  demand  for  labour  involved  therein,  tbo  working 
an  increased  amount  of  distress  has  existed  among  the  working  classes  ^^^  *^ 
in  this  town :  at  the  same  time  that  distress  has  at  no  moment  been  ^"^^ 
anything  like  as  severe  as  appears  to  be  the  case  in  most  of  our  large 
towns.  Considering  that,  with  the  single  exception  of  bread,  the  cost 
of  provisions  is  much  dearer  here  than  in  England,  it  is  strange  that  the 
working  classes  have  not  been  more  pinched.  It  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that — a  logical  deduction  from  the  exports  of  manu- 
factured articles  for  the  whole  country  having  only  fallen  off  830,000/. 
in  1885 — they  have  as  a  whole  found  constant  employment,  and  that 
they  live  much  more  economically  than  our  own  countrymen.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  I  lenrn  from  good  sources  that  the  number  of  workmen 
employed  in  this"  department  (the  Seine  Inferieure)  in  the  leading 
industries,  f>uch  as  woollen,  spinning,  weaving,  printing,  and  dyeing 
factories,  engineers,  boiler-makers,  shipbuilding,  glass,  paper,  chemical 
works,  and  sugar  refineries,  are  about  50,000,  and  that  although  con- 
8iderable  difference  has  existed  in  regard  to  wages  and  the  length  of 
the  daily  work,  they  have,  as  a  rule,  worked  from  nine  to  ten  hours  a 
day,  with  an  average  rate  of  3  ir.  wages.  As  regards  the  price  of 
bread,  the  increased  duty  of  2  fr.  40  c,  making  in  all  3  fr.  per  hecto- 
litre, or  about  6*.  6d.  a  quarter,  which  was  imposed  in  March,  1885, 
has  not  affected  it,  it  being  now  at  almost  the  same  figure  it  was  a  year 
ago,  viz.,  1  fr.  6G  c.  (1*.  43.)  per  6  kilos.  (13  lbs.  3  ozs.).  This  is  the, 
so  to  speak,  legal  price  for  bread  purchased  in  the  shop,  but  when 
brought  to  the  house  the  price  is  2  fr.  the  6  kilos.  The  fact  of  the 
increase  of  duty  on  wheat  not  having  added  to  the  price  of  bread  must 
be  accounted  for  by  the  crop  last  year  having  been  sufScient  for  the 
wants  of  the  whole  country. 

It  is,  I  think,  agreed  on  all  hands  that  every  possible  means  should  How  can  oor 
be  taken  to  push  and  foster  our  trade,  and  I  have  seen  many  suggestions  trade  be 
made  to  that  effect.  Among  others,  it  has  been  proposed  that  Consular  P'^^hed  1 
officers  should  become  a  kind  of  general  agents  for  this  purpose,  have 
samples  of  goods  of  all  sorts,  Ac,  sent  them  for  exhibit,  and  should 
endeavour  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  the  merchants  and  dealers  of 
thoir  place  of  residence,  but  a  little  reflection  will  show  that  such  a 
plan  would  bo  both  impracticable  and  impolitic.  Not  only  are  Consular 
officers  without  the  technical  knowledge  required  for  the  work,  but 
they  have  neither  from  their  position,  and  the  many  varied  duties  they 
have  to  perform,  the  time,  the  means,  or  the  space  to  undertake  it.  Even 
were  this  otherwise,  the  Consulate  would  either  be  so  important  a  one 
that  the  Consul's  whole  time  would  be  taken  up  attending  to  its 
ordinary  duties,  or  would  be  of  so  little  importance  that  there  would  bo 
hardly  any  opening  for  our  trade.  Havre  having  become  more  of  a 
place  of  transit  than  a  centre  of  distribuf-'ion,  there  is  not  as  much  to 
be  done  in  pushing  our  trade  as  formerly,  but  I  have  been  surprised  to 
find,  as  i'ar  as  I  can  learn,  how  rarely  a  commercial  traveller  cornea 
here  t/om  England.  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  is  a  bad  policy,  and 
that  there  must  be  some  branches  of  business  in  which  an  intelligent 
traveller,  speaking  the  language  (this  last  is  most  essential),  might  do 
well.  In  agricultural  machinery  we  have  been,  I  am  told,  quite  ousted 
here  by  the  Americans,  while  in  cutlery,  in  which  we  formerly  did  a 
good  business,  there  is  now  hardly  anything  done  by  us,  partly  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  the  French  tari£^  and  partly  to  the  improvement  made 
by  the  French  in  certain  classes  of  goods. 

I  periodically  receive  a  number  of  trade  circulars,  illustrated  cata- 
logues, &c.,  from  England,  sent  me  doubtless  in  the  hope  that  I  maj  be 
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able  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  persons  interested  in  the  different 
articles  therein  set  forth.  I  have,  however,  no  means  of  doing  this 
other  than  bv  either  passing  them  on  to  the  reading  room  at  the 
Bourse,  or  bj  giving  them  to  one  or  two  firms  who,  I  think,  may  care 
to  see  them.  I  am  afraid  that  neither  of  these  measures  is  pro- 
ductive of  much  benefit,  and  I  think  some  more  active  course  of 
proceeding  is  required  if  our  trade  is  to  be  pushed.  Among  various 
projects  mooted,  I  have  observed  that  of  floating  exhibitions  to 
visit  various  ports  in  turn.  This  would  doubtless  be  of  some  good  in 
distant  countries ;  but  it  would,  I  think,  be  neither  thorough,  nor  of 
permanent  benefit.  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion  that  a  better  plan 
would  be  to  have  in  certain  well-chosen  centres  in  foreign  countries 
fixed  exhibitions,  or  dep6ts  of  samples,  and  models  of  British  manu- 
factures, &c.,  where  people  could  see  for  themselves,  without  any 
charge,  what  we  had  to  offer.  The  expenses  would  have  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  a  fund  contributed  to  by  members  of  an  association  formed  for 
the  purpose.  The  two  essential  points  of  management  would  be  to  take 
care  that  those  persons  who  were  placed  in  charge  should  be  thoroughly 
competent  to  explain  the  various  details,  &c.,  of  the  exhibits,  and  that, 
in  marking  the  prices,  the  actual  cost,  and  the  duty,  should  be  sepa- 
rately given.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  in  these  days  of  fierce  and 
energetic  foreigh  competition,  backed  up  by  Protection,  it  is  quite  use- 
less to  sit  quietly  in  a  counting-house,  and  expect  customers  to  drop  in 
of  their  own  accord. 


Navigation.     Ketuek  of  all  Shipping  entered  at  the  Port  of  Havre  in  the  Year  1885* 


Sailing. 

StC! 

un. 

Total. 

Katlonalitj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brirish 

181 

128,688 

784 

524,050 

968 

652.788 

/«/.*      

... 

1T4 

58,825 

174 

58,325 

French 

188 

62,357 

580 

614,323 

668 

676,680 

Bussinn          

16 

6,171 

... 

16 

6,171 

Swedish          

16 

7.687 

67 

34,*579 

83 

42,166 

Norwegian     

141 

63.336 

38 

23,703 

179 

87,039 

Qerman          

54 

26,490 

180 

207,329 

284 

238,819 

Dutch 

7 

1,781 

67 

31,800 

74 

38,081 

Belgian          

•<• 

4 

3,814 

4 

3,814 

Portuguese     

2 

"382 

21 

8,050 

23 

8,482 

Spanish 

4 

1,346 

51 

34,159 

65 

35,505 

Austrian        

20 

12,288 

... 

20 

12,288 

Italian 

50 

27,900 

4 

6;078 

54 

83,978 

Greek  ,„       

... 

1 

288 

1 

288 

American       

IS 

iV.'sM 

... 

... 

15 

17,531 

Mexican         ...       ^ 

••* 

12 

27,677 

12 

27,677 

Danish 

IS 

2,'858 

25 

19,697 

38 

22,556 

660 

358,716 

1,958 

1,593,867 

2,618 

1,952,082 

Coasting  trade 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3,06d 

369,697 

(KrcBCh) 

Total        

660 

358,715 

1,958 

1,598,867 

5,687 

2,821,779 

•  Steamers  running  between  Southampton  and  Harro  with  passengers  and  cargo. 
(eoBSting  trade  excluded),  2,790  vosiels,  2,027,472  tons. 


Total  for  1884 


Details  of  British  shipping  decreased  61,000  tons — 52,000  in  the  direct,  and 

shipping,  &c  9,000  in  the  indirect  trade ;  French,  21,775 ;  Eussian,  9,000 ;  Nor- 
wegian, 3,000;  German,  17,000;  Austrian,  4,000;  and  American, 
19,000  tons:  while  Danish  increased  9,000;  Dutch,  11,000;  Belgian, 
2,800 ;  Spanish,  3,500;  Italian,  6,000;  and  Mexican,  19,500  tons.  The 
coasting  trade  (French)  increased  51,500  tons. 
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Of  iKe  1,142  BritiBh  vessels,  284,  of  243,989  tons,  weve  im  the 
indirect  trade ;  187^05  and  75,618  bales  of  cotton  were  brought  in 
Britisli  bottoms  from  the  United  States  and  ladia,  being  refl|>ectivelj 
12,151  and  82,493  bales  less  than  in  1881 ;  410,378  tons  of  coal  were 
iinported  in  British  vessels,  being  a  decrease  of  27,000  tons  from  1884, 
and  of  4H,000  from  1883. 

1,666  seamen  were  discharged  and  1,390  shipped  at  the  Consulate- 
tSeneral  during  the  past  year,  and  642  seamen's  money  orders,  for  a 
total  amount  of  8,841^,  were  issued.  All  the  foregoing  show  a  de- 
crease, owing  to  steamers,  the  crews  of  which  are  not  discharged  abroad, 
60  largely  taking  the  place  of  sailing  vessels. 

1  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  remarks  I  made  last  year  respeetog 
the  condition,  &c.,  of  our  merchant  seamen,  and  I  much  regret  to 
find  too  many  captains  still  express  a  preference  for  sailors  of  the 
northern  countries  over  ouf  own,  on  the  ground  of  their  being,  as  a 
rule,  better  behaved  and  educated.  Of  the  1,666  men  discharged,  378 
were  foreigners. 

During  the  past  year  12  vessels,  of  2,297  tons  in  all,  were  launched.  Shipbuildiag, 
At  the  yard  of  M.  A.  Normand,  who  employs  about  700  men,  6  torpedo  Ac. 
boats,  of  45  tons  each,  and    a  despatch  vessel,  of  1,017  tons,  were 
launched ;  a  torpedo  boat  of  60  tons  for  the  Spanish  Government^  ami 
two  of  80  tons  for  the  Bussian  Government  have  also  been  commeneed. 

La  Soci^t6  des  Cbantiers  de  ^a  Mediterranee,  who  employ  between 
600  and  700  men,  launched  five  torpedo  scouts  of  200  tons  each,  built 
for  the  French  Government,  and  have  a  sixth  in  hand,  as  also  a  frigate 
of  2,500  tons  for  the  Japanese,  and  a  despatch  vessel  of  300  tons  for 
the  Haytian  Government.  At  the  twin  establishment,  Les  Forges  de 
la  Mediterranee,  employing  from  1,200  to  1.300  workmen,  441  cannot 
were  finished  for  the  French,  and  36  for  the  Spanbh  Government.  The 
machinery  for  the  six  torpedo  scouts,  a  large  number  of  gun-carriages, 
and  a  quantity  of  hydraulic  and  other  machines  for  the  Panama 
Canal,  &c.,  were  also  completed. 
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Trade  and 
Commerce. 
Imports. 


EsTUBK  of  Prineipnl  Articles  of  Import  at  Havre  during  the  Years 

1884-5. 


Articles.* 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sngar,  coloured    .. 
,       forcaiie     .. 

„        „  beet     .. 

Cocoa         

Coffee        

Coals         

Cotton       

Dyewoods 

Hides        

Petroleum 

Bice          

Iron,  pig 

»    cast   

Steel          

MeUl  goods 

Wheat       

Wool         

Palm  oil 

Tens. 

f»,946 

1,465 

1,255 

•      5,274 

99,246 

482.832 

110,889 

76,548 

28.844 

10,620 

752 

6,«08 

2,546 

805 

1,910 

47,467 

19.958 

9,642 

i2 
1 

11 

m 

s 

1 

Tons. 

4,770 

690 

6,068 

5,458 

82,559 

504,440 

105,498 

81,664 

28,528 

9,086 

4,568 

5,944 

1,727 

798 

4,996 

152,145 

27,402 

7,961 

£ 
2 

11 

go 

CS 
OB 
CI 

9 

ToUl     •. 

907,752 

.. 

1,029,297 

Alcohol 

Gallons. 
958,700 

•• 

890,828 

•  • 

*  Articles  in  transit  for  Paris,  or  the  interior,  &e,,  are  not  included  in  the- 
Cnsiom-house  returns. 


Exports.  Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Havre  duriag  the  Year 

1886. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silfai  and  ribbons  •  • 
Woollen  tissues    • . 
Cotton        „ 
China  ware 
Paper,  coloured    •• 
„      white 

EggB          

Potatoes 

Ochre        

Salt  butter 

Bags         

Tons. 

1,147 

6,544 

4,626 

1,885 

882 

1,297 

5 

6,808 

1,482 

8,722 

568 

£ 

■§ 

1 

Tons. 
1,008 
7,118 
4,217 
1,784 
595 
1,897 
15 
7,422 
1,768 
8,550 
1,225 

£ 

1 
1 

1 

Total     ••        •. 

27,856 

.  • 

80,049 

•  • 

Millineiy 

Wine 

Francs. 
5,184,989 

Gallons. 
1,487,232 

205,190 

•  • 

Francs. 
6,026,880 

Gallons. 
1,224,124 

241,000 
•  • 
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I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  statiitics  showing  the  total  valuo  Values  of  ex- 
of  the  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  different  conntries  eepa-  ^"^jJ^J, 


rately  in  1884^. 

Impobtb,  Deliveriesy  and  Stocks  of  Cotton  at  Hayro  in  the  Years 

1884-6. 


1885. 

1884. 

CoimtrlM. 

Impoiti. 

IHUTWiM. 

Stock  on 
Deo.  81, 1884. 

Import*. 

DoUrwioi. 

Stock  on 
Dec.  31. 1884. 

irnited  SUtM 

BnaU 

India 

Other  ooantiiM 

416,224 
4,900 
86,899 
19,9S6 

420,488 

1,572 

180,448 

18,188 

107,266 

4,527 

84,907 

8.292 

486,408 

1,682 

184.046 

17,794 

") 

V  561,640 

) 

111,520 

1,190 

68,956 

4,5U 

Totol       

527,468 

568,692 

141,982 

689,970 

581,540 

186,210 

and  from  och 
eoantry. 

Importi^  ko^ 
of  cotton. 


The  duty  of  7  fr.  per  100  kilos.,  imposed  last  year  on  all  su^  im-  Sigtr. 
ported  from  countries  in  Europe,  quite  put  a  stop  to  the  purchase  of 
raw  beet  sugar  from  (Germany.  Large  quantities  of  foreign  cane  sugar 
were  however  bought,  228,018  baskets  of  Java  and  235,477  bags  of 
other  sugars  haying  been  imported  in  transit  for  Paris.  The  export  of 
beet-root  sugar  from  Havre  nas  entirely  ceased. 

Imports  of  coffee  were  very  laree  during  the  past  year,  amounting  Coffee, 
to  1,715,448  bags.    Although  the  deliveries  reached  1,479,185,  or  about 
100,000  more  bags  than  in  1884,  the  stock  on  Dec.  31,  1885,  was 
1,214,910  bags.    It  has  progressively  increased  from  13,954  tons  at  the 
end  of  1876  to  7 1 ,000  tons  at  the  end  of  1 885.] 

The  wheat  harvest  having;  been  nearly  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  Wheat. 
France,  and  the  duly  having  been  increaseci  up  to  Or.  6JL  a  quarter,  the 
importations  fell  off  to  a  yery  great  extent. 

The  imports  of  wool  continue  to  fall  off,  Dunkirk  now  attracting  the  Wool, 
trade  whicli  formerly  came  here.    From  124,000  bales  in  1880,  they 
have  gradualljr  fallen  to  49,000  in  1885. 

The  trade  in  palm  oil,  which  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  showed  Palm  oil. 
an  increase  of  about  1,600  tons. 

Owing  to  the  competition  of  factories  established  in  Germany  and  Dyewoods. 
Bussia  for  extracting  tinctures  from  dyewoods,  the  imports  slightly  fell 
off  last  year  to  the  extent  of  about  5,000  tons. 

The  Customs  duties,  including  the  navigation  dues  (1,420,686  fr.),  OoBioms 
and  the  tax  on  salt  gave  a  total  of  45,238,638  fr.,  against  44,906,453  th  duties, 
in  1884,  and  43,014,418  fr.  in  1883. 

Although  the  crops  throughout  the  district  of  the  Consulate-Gbneral  Agricnltore. 
were  good,  and  no  disease  occurred  among  the  cattle,  the  farmers  are 
loud  in  their  complaints  of  the  low  prices  they  obtain,  and  clamour  for 
more  protection.  They  are  undoubtedly  suffering  from  the  same  causes 
of  distress  as  the  farmers  in  England,  and  in  some  cases  from  others  in 
addition.  I  am  told,  too,  on  yery  good  authority,  that  although  as 
hard-working  as  ever,  they  have  become  more  expensive  in  their  habits 
than  was  formerly  the  case.  I  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  a  face 
which  will  be  found  m  Mr.  Yice-Consul  Lethbridge's  report  further  on, 
namely,  that  last  year,  from  the  port  of  Honfleur  alone,  dairy,  orchard, 
and  garden  produce,  to  the  value  of  l,157,000iL,  was  exported  to  Eng- 
land. 

The  LycSe  for  Oirh,  some  additional  schools,  a   second  hospital,  The  town, 
and  a  large  and  commodious  market  were  completed  and  opened  last 
year.     Want  of  funds  alone  prevents  the  carrying  out  of  sundry  other 
[254]  K 
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Tntern&tional 
Maritime 
ExMbi^n  in 

1887. 


Octroi  duties. 


Statistics  of 
the  popula- 
tion, &c.,  of 
Havre,  &c. 


large  works  and  improvements,  including  a  comprehensive  system  of 
drainage  and  sewerage,  for  wliich  several  plans  are  under  examination* 
The  construction  of  the  maritime  boulevard,  to  connect  Havre  with  the 
suburb  of  Ste.  Adre.nse,  is  in  active  progress. 

An  International  Maritime  Exhibition  will  be  held  here  next  year, 
from  the  1st  of  May  to  the  30th  of  September.  The  Bassin  de  Com- 
merce, with  an  area  of  40,000  square  metres,  will  form  the  centre  of  the 
exhibition,  while  the  quays  and  squares  surrounding  it  will  be  trans- 
formed into  covered  galleries  for  the  display  of  those  articles  which 
cannot  be  exhibited  floating,  or  in  the  open  air. 

The  octroi  duties  on  articles  entering  the  town  amounted  to 
3,466,693  f  r.  last  year,  against  3,348,181  fr.  in  1884,  and  2,933,792  fr. 
in  1883.    This  is  equal  to  32  fr.  75  c.  (20*.)  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  at  Havre  in  1885  were  respec- 
tively 3,542,  3,270,  and  908.  These  figures  show  a  decrease  of  83  and 
58  for  the  first  and  laflt,  and  an  increase  of  41  on  the  second. 

Although  cholera  was  reported  to  exist  at  certain  points  in  Brittany, 
with  which  this  port  has  frequent  communications,  no  cases  were 
declared  to  have  occurred  in  the  town.  In  the  month  of  November, 
however,  a  sailor  on  board  an  English  oyster  smack,  which  had  come 
into  port  to  spend  Sunday,  was  sent  by  me  to  the  hospital,  where  he 
died  about  80  hours  after.  The  cause  of  his  death  was  given  as  acute 
enteritis,  but  the  symptoms  were  those  of  decided  cholera.  A  number 
of  cases  of  diarrhoea  were  said  to  have  occurred  about  the  same  time 
among  the  crews  of  tlie  fleet  of  English  oyster  smacks  frequenting 
these  waters.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  at  the  different  ports  in 
the  district  of  this  ConsuJate-Greneral  was  as  follows: — Havre,  81*7; 
Eouen,  33*8;  Caen,  82-8;  Trouville-Deauville,  26;  Honfleur,  29*5; 
r^camp,  26 ;  Dieppe,  36. 


C0BBT7LA.T£  OF  SoiTSV. 

Sqxfrt  hy  Consul  Chapman  on  the  Navigation^  Commeree,  Trade,  ^tf.,  of 
the  Fort  and  Town  of  Houen  in  1885. 

BsTiTSK  of  all  Shipping  entered  at  the  Port  of  Bouen  in  the  Year 

1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KMionalUj. 

Number  of 
Veaaelf. 

Beiristei«d 
Tons. 

Number  of 
Veieela. 

Begiitered 
Tons. 

Number  of 
Yeeaela. 

BegUtered 

British        

Vrweh       ...       ». 

Qeraum      !"       7'. 
NorwMiAa ...       ... 

Swediah      ...       ... 

Itattaa        

Duiiih        

Dutch         ... 

Auferten     

Bnadma      

Spmteh      

Greek         ...       «. 
Belflan       •..       ... 

122 
104 

"*  12 
66 

4 

as 
s 

4 
9 

t 

S0,689 
12,510 

.41748 
28^488 

1,168 
18,606 

1.182 

5;046 
8,802 

*'761 

814 
168 

*"  76 
81 
45 

4 
22 
17 

8 

4 
6 

1 
4 

898,820 
60,268 

4«;808 
18,869 
29,062 
8,086 

11,687 
6,818 
2,049 
4,216 
868 
866 

986 

»7 

116* 

83 

87 

48 

42 

80 

17 

12 

18 

0 

4 

4 

424,409 
72,828 
11,616 
48,661 
42.067 
30,215 
23,681 
16,766 
11,697 
8,858 

Tetal      ...       ... 

Total  for  1884  ... 

MO 

103,646 

1,188 

867,666 

1,668 
1,744 

702,826 
728,010 

*  The**  an  boals  bringing  cargoes  tnm.  Harre  and  Honllear,  and  art  Indnded  in  Beglster  of 
llaritime  Port,  without  spedllartion  as  to  being  steamers  or  otherwise.  The  otiMr  rivir  nsrigadon  is 
aai  indudod  in  this  table. 
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Skipping, — ^The  year,  as  fer  ag  tho  port  la  concerned,  has  not  been  shipping. 
unsatisfiEhctory.  Taking  into  consideration  the  general  depression  in 
every  branch  of  industry,  the  decrease  in  tonnage  from  that  of  1884  is 
not  very  important.  In  British  vessels  there  is  a  slight  increase, 
althou|2:h  the  actual  number  of  vessels  is  66  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  showing  the  increasing  size  of  ships  visiting  the  port,  and  during 
the  twelve  months  no  casufuty  of  any  importance  has  happened  in  the 
river.  There  has  been  less  coal  and  wood  landed,  but  more  wine,  grain, 
4ind  petroleum  than  in  1884^  and  the  exports  have  been  less ;  the  cKf!^ 
which  was  a  cargo  for  small  sailing  vessels  returning  to  England,  having 
^ceased  to  b6  remunerative,  it  being  procurable  at  less  cost  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  chiefly  in  Ireland.  Among  other  nationalities  the  Nor- 
wegian, who  now  replace  in  a  mat  measure  their  sailing  vessels  by 
steamers,  the  Italian,  Spanish,  Itussian,  and  Greek  show  an  increase ; 
and  the  French,  German,  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Austnan  a  decrease. 

Fort. — ^The  works  undertaken  to  lengthen  the  quavs  according  to  ^o^. 
the  plans  mentioned  by  me  in  previous  reports  have  beim  continued 
during  the  year.  On  the  right  bank,  the  Northern  Bailway  Company  have 
laid  down  four  line  of  rails,  and  the  plans  of  the  Western  Eailway 
Company  for  the  left  bank  are  to  be  suomitted  without  delay.  A  law 
of  the  11th  March,  1885,  declared  the  establishment  of  a  basin  for  wood, 
one  for  petroleum,  a  dry  dock,  dredging  the  river  between  Bouen  and 
La  Bonille,  and  the  making  of  a  new  quay  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
of  public  utility.;  and  a  decree  of  the  24th  December,  1885,  authorises 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  establish  hydraulic  lifts  and  sheds  for  the 
protection  of  goods  on  the  quays,  and  a  slip  which,  when  all  completed, 
will  give  such  advantages  as  will  undoubtedly  greatly  increase  the 
facilities  offered  to  vessels  arriving,  which  it  is  hoped  will  then  be  in 
always  greater  numbers. 

Fort    Charges, — Unfortunately  the  increased  accommodation  for  Port  ohaigok 
Teasels  has  also  the  reverse  side  of  the  medal,  namely,  an  increase  of 

15  c.  per  registered  toil  hy  vessels  to  meet  expenses  of  same — a  fact 
which  will  no  doubt  be  taken  into  consideration  by  shipowners. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  reduction  of  10  c 
per  ton,  if  the  Court  of  Cassation  will  uphold  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  The  law  of  the  5th  April,  1884,  abolishes  the  Droits 
d' Attache  in  maritime  ports,  specifying  Eouen  as  one  of  them.  Not- 
withstanding this  law  the  town  has  continued  to  levy  the  tax,  of  10  c. 
per  ton,  basing  their  claim  on  a  right  conferred  by  royal  decree  in 
1816.  Several  owners  of  lighters  here  refused  to  pay  the  tax,  and  won 
their  case  before  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  6th  July,  1885.  Since  this 
date  the  former  have  ceased  to  pay  these  dues,  and  are  making  out 
their  claims  for  repayment,  with  interest  of  payments  made  since  5th 
April,  1884,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  judgment.  Other  vessels, 
including  British,  continue  to  pay  these  dues.  The  case  has  been  taken 
to  the  Court  of  Cassation  by  the  municipality,  who  are  using  all  their 
influence  in  their  endeavour  to  alter  the  present  judgment. 

Shipbuilding, — ^The  shipbuilding  yard  here  continues  to  receive  Shipbuilding, 
orders,  and  have  in  hand  two  torpedo  boats,  three  torpedo  coasters,  a 
transport,  two  water  tanks,  a  steamer  for  Boumania  with  engines  o> 
500  horse-power,  and,  lastly,  a  hospital  transport  to  be  130  metres  long, 

16  metres  beam,  and  12^  metres  depth,  with  engines  working  up  to 
4,000  horse-power.  The  size  of  this  vessel  may,  to  a  certain  extent, 
alter  their  ptans  for  their  slip,  which  was  only  to  be  constructed  of  a 
length  of  110  metres. 

Ipsurance. — I  have  been  specially  requested  by  the  *^  Soci^te  pour  la  Insonuioe. 
Defense  des  int^rSts  de  la  Yall^  de  la  Seine,"  and  others  particularly 
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interested  in  maritime  affairs  bere,  to  state  that  the  insurance  compnntes 
in  England,  Belgium,  and  France  charge  the  same  premium  for  insuiN 
ances  on  grain  arriying  from  India,  Australia,  and  America,  whether  the 
port  is  Havre  or  Eouen,  and  they  have  produced  and  published  docu- 
ments in  proof  of  this  fact. 

Betusk  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bouen  during  the 

Tear  1886. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Plaster 

Glass  sand       

Sugar    ..         ••      .  ••         •• 

Chemicals        

Ochre 

Mill-stones      !!        V.        V. 
oeeci      ••        •«        ••        .. 

Barley 

Other  artieles  .. 

Tons. 

25,820 

12,208 

11,605 

5,188 

4,707 

8,280 

2,240 

1,481 

1,125 

6,107 

Tons. 
28,867 
18,970 
17,628 
7,622 

•  • 

•  • 

29,661 

Total 

78,606 

92,688 

Wine 

Qftllons. 
108,020 

Gallons. 
187,060 

BBTUBir  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Souen  during  the 

Tear  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Coal 

Maize 

Oatff 

Wood    ••     •••         ••         .. 

Wheat 

Petroleom        ••        ••         •• 

Seed 

China  cTav       ••        ••        •• 

Oil        ..         

StnflTs  and  yams 

Lead 

Tar       

Eice 

Baisins  and  currants  ••         •• 

Machinery        

Carbonate  of  soda 

Other  articles  • 

Tons. 

887,051 

109,642 

74,868 

89,490 

89,184 

17.954 

8,487 

7,829 

7,174 

5,887 

4,453 

4,828 

8,861 

2,884 

1,908 

1,767 

9,676 

Tons. 

405,278 
61,420 

116,211 

50,724 

89,702 

5,980 

7^858 

4,987 

•  • 

19,*159 

•  • 
84,'480 

^                                     Total 

724,418 

796,268 

Wfne 

Gallons. 
10,671,584 

Gallons. 
10,897,668 

Koix— The  ton  is  calculated  as  «  1,015  kilos. ;  the  gallon  as  »  *220  litre. 
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There  have  been,  and  are,  from  all  quarters  complaints  of  the  state  ladosiriflt. 
of  all  industriiil  concerns  in  this  district,  manj  of  which  appear  to  be 
slowly  disappearing.  Whether  higher  import  duties  at  home  and  very 
favourable  conditions  for  French  goods  against  foreign  in  their  new 
colonies  will  have  the  desired  effect,  it  is  not  in  mj  province  to  give  an 
opinion ;  bat  there  is  no  doubt  that  that  is  the  prevailing  idea  in  this 
district.  Among  the  principal  industries  are  the  following,  with  the 
general  state  of  affairs  during  the  year  annexed : — 

Cotton  sninning  has  gradually  been  getting  worse.    The  price  of  Cotton 
cotton  slightly  advanced,  but  spun  yarns  went  down  in  price.    Some  ^i^^ln^' 
factories  have  been  closed,  and  in  others  hours  have  been  reduced, 
without  preventing  prices  falling. 

Very  bad,  and  the  industry  likely  to  disappear  in  places.     Prices  Printed  ffiag- 
continue  to  faU,  notwithstanding  reduced  hours.     No  profits  to  b©5^J?J^ 
made.  camtaes. 

The  factories  in  Alsace  and  tho  Vosges  are  competing  terribly  as  to 
furniture  stuffs,  and  only  a  considerable  export  market  can  save  this 
industry  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Trade  very  depressed,  particukrly  in  hand-made  handkerchiefs,  which  Ohecked 
portion  is  gradually  disappearing  in  face  of  weaving  by  machinery.  J*'*^^  ^^^^ 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  littie  more  Dusindss,  but  no  7f*^f!°S!r 
profit  to  manufacturers.  iaSi). 

The  unbleached  cotton  cloths  were  sold  with  difficulty,  and  the  itoneimerie. 
orders  from  Algeria  were  scarce  on  account  of  the  agricultural  crisis 
there,  and  prices  were  lower  in  consequence.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  stocks  had  much  augmented,  and  the  question  arose  whether  a 
general  shortening  of  hours  in  the  factories  should  be  resorted  to. 
This  has  at  present  only  taken  place  in  a  certain  number  of  fuctoriesi 
but  it  is  feared  will  become  genend. 

Chemicals  were  a  little  better  in  beginning  of  year.  Better  prices  Ohflmiotls. 
in  soda,  nitric  acid  alone  having  gone  down.  Considerable  amount  of 
ehemical  manure  sent  towards  centre  of  France,  but  not  much  sale  for 
it  in  Normandy.  Chloride  of  lime  at  better  price,  on  account  of  pre- 
valence of  cholera  in  Spain.  Chromate  of  soda,  now  paying  10  fr. 
customs  duty  per  100  kilos,  instead  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  is  not 
looked  upon  favourably  by  the  trade.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
business  more  brisk  in  sales,  if  not  in  prices,  chiefly  in  soda.  Soap 
business  has  been  very  slack  during  the  year. 

In  the  distilleries  there  has  been  less  activity  than  usual,  on  account  Diatilleiy* 
of  the  good  crop  of  apples,  which  favours  the  enterprise  of  the  growers, 
who  make  brandy  of  cider  paying  no  excise,  and  therefore  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  regular  trade.  There  are  said  to  be  nearly  500,000  of  these 
^wers,  the  cro])  yielding  21,000,000  hectolitres  (22  galls.)  this  year. 
The  question  having  again  arisen  of  placing  an  import  duty  on  maize, 
which  only  a  few  months  ago  was  negatived  by  the  Chamber,  is  also  a 
cause  of  uneasiness  for  the  distillers,  and  is  one  of  the  few  products 
which  in  this  district  it  is  desired  to  import  duty  free. 

Condition  of  business  decidedly  bad,  with  exception  of  commence-  Leather, 
ment  of  second  quarter  of  the  year.    The  cause  can  only  be  attributed 
io  stagnation  in  afiairs  in  general,  and  want  of  prosperity  in  the  country 
districts. 

Engineering  works  have  passed  a  most  unfavourable  year  in  all  Engineering 
branches— foundries,  boiler  makers,  machinery  making,  and  others.  Works, 
without  exception.    Very  few  orders,  and  in  general  very  low  prices. 
One  of  the  oldest-established  houses  is  likely  to  wind  up,  and  the  pros- 
pects most  gloomy  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there^  being  no  orders  or 
prospects  of  orders,  and  simply  completion  of  work  in  hand. 
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Bepori  hy  Viee^OonBul  Zeeson  on  the  Navigation^  Commerce^  Trade,  ^c, 
of  the  Fort  and  Digtriot  of  Caen  in  1885. 

Kayigition.      BsTirBK  of  all  ShippiDg  entered  at  the  Port  of  Caen  in  the  Year  1885. 


KaUonaUty. 

Sailiag. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Naiii])er. 

Tops. 

Nsmter. 

Toaa. 

Mwnber. 

Tont. 

Britlah       

French       

iSknoan     ... 

Other  flags 7     ... 

98 
••• 

11,478 

827 

86,216 

425 
61 
10 
50 
49 

97,6S8 
28,914 
8,269 
16,260 
15,068 

Total         ^       .« 

... 

... 

*" 

... 

696 

166,184 

Exports  I 
importB. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  50  British  yesBek,  with  an  a^pregate  of 
ffi^  ton«f  entered  the  ports  of  Oniatreham,  Corseulles,  Porten, 
Besaan,  and  Isignj,  during  the  year.  The  above  return  only  shows  a 
decrease  of  17  vessels,  and  710  tons  from  1884. 

The  entraneo  to  the  port  of  Oniatreham  has  been  improved  by  the 
removal  of  a  sandbank  which  had  formed  along  the  western  \Aex. 
Maaters  of  vessels,  however,  report  that  another  bank  is  gradually 
forming  in  the  channel  at  between  two  and  two  and  a  half  miles  ixom 
the  entonce  to  the  port. 

Betubit  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Caen  in  1885. 


Articles. 

1886. 

1884. 

QHsntity. 

Value. 

Qnaniity. 

Vake. 

Badey 

Potatoes 

Caen  stone       ••        •• 

Kapecake 

Iioaoie.,        ••        •• 

FUimd 

Tons. 

21^6 

10 

1,192 

4,461 

640 

2,124 

1 

Tons. 

19,646 

12 

1,766 

2,663 

1 

Total     ••        M 

29,762 

•  • 

28,886 

•• 
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RxTVJiv  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Caen  in  1885. 


ArtidM. 

1835. 

1884. 

QiantUy. 

Value. 

1 

QnantHy. 

Value. 

Coal. 

Pig  iroa 

Cement 

Oats 

Wheat 

Wood 

Bapeaod  eottonieed.. 

Tons. 

225,246 

5,971 

1,958 

5,872 

8^469 

•  • 

Tons. 

218,788 

13,088 

2,458 

1,878 

1,262 

41,016 

106 

Total     .. 

271,016 

•• 

278,086 

• « 

The  district  of  Caen  is  essentially  an  agricultural  one,  and  depen-  Agriculture, 
dent  for  the  greater  portioo  of  its  prosperity  on  the  result  of  the 
UarYOst,  and  the  price  of  cattle  and  horse?.  The  crops  of  wheat,  oatt>, 
and  barley,  especially  the  latter,  were  good,  and  full  in  the  ear,  though 
the  straw' was  short.  Hay  was  light,  but  of  good  quality.  CoUa  Tery 
plentiful,  but  the  price  so  1o\t  as  hardly  to  pay  for  its  cultivation.  The 
apple  crop  was  very  abundant.  The  district  was  singularly  free,  aa 
compared  with  former  years,  from  foot-aud-mouth  disease.  The  supply 
of  cattle  and  horses  was  good ;  the  latter  were  quite  up  to  the  standard 
as  regards  quality,  and  prices  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  public  health  of  the  town  and  district  was  moderately  good,  Public  health, 
and  no  serious  epidemic  prerailed. 

Vice-Consulate  op  Tboutillb. 

Beport  hf  Tiee'ComBul  Bauirel  on  the  Navigation^  Commerce,  and  Trade 
of  Tromville  in  1885. 

SsniEK  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  TrouTille-Deaa?ille  in  the 
Year  1885. 

EimasD. 


Safling. 

Steam. 

Total. 

VatloaantT. 

Number  of 
VoMla. 

Tons 

Nomberof 
VcMels. 

Tons 
Btfistsr. 

Nomberof 
VesaelB. 

Tons 
fiagistar. 

British        

French        

BoMiac      

Swedish      

Norwegian 

Danish        

others        

4fi 
ft 

18 
9 
IT 

7 

S 

7.210 
I.Oftl 
4,248 
2,071 
J,i»4 
1,129 
708 

Ill 
"*1 

35,367 
***266 

156 
18 
17 

42,567 
1,051 
4,248 
2,071 
8.734 
1,895 
708 

Total    

Total  fiorl8S4... 

108 
... 

20,151 

112 

35,623 

215 
199 

65,774 
47,088 
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Shipping  of  the  Port  of  Divoi  for  1885. 
EimBiD. 


Kationalitj. 

Number  of 
Yeesels. 

Crew. 

Register 
•  Tons. 

Dead 

Weight, 

Tons. 

Nature  of 
Cargo. 

British 

»             •  •        •  • 

6 
2 

80 
9 

588 
148 

1,071 
184 

Coals 
Cement 

Total    .. 

8 

89 

781 

1,205 

BETiTBNof  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Trouville-Deauville  during 

the  Tear  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

QaanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Paris  plaster  stone 
Pit  props 

Tons. 
505 
280 

£ 

200 
180 

Tons. 
Unknown 

•  • 

£ 

•  • 

•  • 

Total 

785 

880 

•  • 

•• 

SETUiiir  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Trouville-Deauville  during 

the  Tear  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals 

Pigiron 

Cement 

North  wood      .«         •• 
Ice  blocks        • .         • . 
Oats 

Tons. 
67,821 

•  • 

694 

16,226 

982 

496 

£ 
48,600 

1,665 

49,000 

680 

8,250 

Tons. 

68,147 
174 
182 

12,659 
790 
•  • 

£ 
Unknown 

486 
Unknown 
550     . 

•  • 

Total 

85,719 

108,045 

76,952 

•  • 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Expoited  from  TrouTille- 
DeanviUe  and  Imported  to  Trouville-DeauyiUe  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1884-85. 


Couktiy. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

United  KiDgdom 

Sweden 

Norway..         ••         •• 

RosBia 

ProMia 

America  (Penaacola)    .. 

880 

Unknown 

e 

50,165 

49,860 

8,980 

9,840 

919 

1,500 

£ 

•  • 

'550 

•  • 

Total 

880 

•  • 

70,707 

550 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8  British  vessels  of  781  tons  entered  the  Shipping, 
port  of  Dives.    Vessels  drawing  13  feet  can  enter  at  neap,  and  with 
15  feet  at  spring  tides.    There  are  150  fishing  boats  belonging  to 
Trouville,  employing  600  men.    The  sale  of  fish  in  the  market  amounted 
to  35,490Z. 

No  foot-and*mouth  disease  occurred  amon^  the   cattle.     Large  Cattle, 
numbers  are  fattened  in  the  district,  and  a  goon  many  were  formeny 
sent  to  England.    The  town  of  Havre  took  1,944  bullocks  in  1885. 

The  railroad    from    Trouville-Deauville  to  Caen,  vi&  Dives  and 
Gobourg,  was  opened  in  1884. 


Vice -CoNsr LATE  of  Honfleue. 

JRepari  hy  Viee'Oontul  Lethhridge  on  the  Navigation^  Commerce^  and 
Trade  of  Monfleur  in  1885. 

Beferring  to  the  accompanying  table  of  shipping  (Annex  A.),  it  is 
necessary  to  explain  that,  although  there  is  an  apparent  decrease  in  the 
total  tonnage  of  over  84,000  tons,  with  an  actual  increase  of  81  in  the 
number  of  vessels,  this  results  from  the  fact  that  up  to  the  end  of  the 
vear  1884  the  gross  tonnage  only  was  entered  in  the  late  7ice-ConBul*8 
Dooks ;  so  that,  had  the  nett  tonnage  of  1885  been  compared  with  the 
nett  tonnage  of  1884,  there  would  have  been  a  considerable  difference 
in  favour  of  1885. 

Exports  show  a  slight  increase  of  about  2,000  tons  over  last  year, 
principally  in  butter  and  truit.  There  is  a  decrease  of  about  1,200  tons 
in  the  quantity  of  refined  sugar  exported,  caused,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe,  in  a  great  measure  by  the  English  buyer  finding  it  more  advan* 
tageous  to  purchase  in  the  German  markets. 

There  has  been  a  very  general  decrease  in  importations,  although 
the  total  value  is  higher  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  principal 
falling  oft*  has  been  in  coals,  the  decrease  being  so  great  as  21,000  tons. 
The  cause  of  this  great  decrease  is,  I  believe,  that  importers  find  much 
greater  accommodation  afforded  them  in  the  neighbouring  port  of 
Trouville ;  and  1  should  consequently  expect  that  the  guantitj  of  coals 
imported  by  Trouville  will  show  a  large  increase. 

There  has  been  the  large  increase  of  7,000  standards  of  wood,  &c., 
imported,  the  timber  trade  having  been  extremely  brisk ;  and  it  is  to 


Shipping  ia 
general. 
Annex  A. 


Exports. 
Annex  B. 
Sugar. 


Imports. 
Coals. 


Wood,deali^ 
and  battens. 
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thk,  in  a  great  meaaure,  maj  be  attributed  tbe  above-mentioned  fact, 
that  there  ia  a  higher  value  with  a  lesaer  tonnage  in  the  total  im[K)rta 
of  the  year. 

With  these  exceptions,  I  think  the  fluctuations  in  the  other  imports 
show  nothing  abnormal  enough  to  require  explanation. 

Annex  C.  The  meet  striking  feature  of  this  table  is  the  fact  that  the  onljr 

country  receiring  exports  from  this  district  is  G-reat  BritaiD,  and  that 

Agricoltaral    the  Talue  should  have  amounted  to  over  1,320,000/.  in  the  ^ear  18S5. 

and  dairy        Of  course,  as  will  be  seen  in  Table  B^  the  very  large  proportion  of  this 

produce.  g^^  jg  made  up  of  agricultural  and  dairy  produce ;  at  the  same  time,  it 

Woollen  T^^J  be  noted  thai  under  the  heading  of  *^  Other  Artides**  is  in^sded 

yams.  woollen  yams  to  the  value  of  over  20,0001.  sterling. 

The  increase  in  value  of  the  imports  over  those  of  the  preceding 
year  is  entirely  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  timbcnr 
imported. 

Trade  gene-  The  depression  referred  to  in  my  report  of  1884  as  being  the  general 

rally*  condition  of  trade  in  this  district  has  continued  more  or  leas  during 

the  following  year,  with  the  exception,  as  above  noted,  of  the  tisftber 
trade,  which  has  been  very  brisk. 

Crops.  TJ^  crops  of  all  sorts  of  cereals  were  good,  and  fitvoured  by  good 

weather  for  the  harvest 

Fmit  As  regards  iruits — such   as  currants,  gooseberries,  strawbemesr 

cherries^  pears,  apples,  &e. — ^the  quantities  gathered  were  larger  than 
during  the  lacrt  20  years ;  the  quantity,  in  fact,  being  so  great  as  to 
eaiuse  the  prices  generally  to  be  so  low  as  scarcely  to  pay  for  picking. 

Cider.  The  crop  of  cider  apples  was  also  Tery  great,  and  consequently  the 

price  of  cider,  the  ahnost  universal  beverage  of  this  district,  is  reduced 
to  a  minimum. 

Shipbailding.  The  vessel  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  as  in  course  of  coostruetioB 
was  launched  in  the  summer  of  1885.  She  registered  nearly  700  tons. 
Another,  of  similar  size,  has  been  commenced. 

New  dock.  The  new  dock  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  was  duly  opened  this 

year,  and  proved  of  great  service  during  the  heavy  arrivala  of  timber. 

Bailway.  Tlie  railway  which  has  been  so  long  authorised  to  connect  Honfleur 

and  Pont-Audemer  has  not  made  the  slightest  [progress  since  my  last 
report,  there  being  a  difficulty  raised  as  to  the  point  at  which  it  should 
enter  Pdnt-Audemer.  This  line  havinc^  been  tolked  of  for.  the  last  20 
yeari^  it  would  be  rash  to  predict  when  it  is  really  to  be  £nkhe«L 
Whenever  this  does  occur  it  should  increase  the  shipping  trade  at  thia 
pcnrt  considerably,  as  by  its  junctioa  with  the  Orleans  Bail  way  it  will 
open  up  a  large  tract  of  country  hitherto  entirely  cut  off  from  the  sea. 

Sanitary.  The  health  of  the  different  towns  in  my  distriet  has  remained  very 

good.  There  have  been  no  epidemics  of  any  sort ;  no  case  of  cholera 
baa  occurred  here  -,  neither  the  cattle  plague  nor  the  f oot-and**BKiuth 
disease  hme  nsade  their  appearance. 

The  trade  of  Liueuz  and  Pont-Audemer  has  eontinued  in  the  same 
depressed  state,  but  showing  certain  promise  of  isiproveiiunit 
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Annex  A. — ^Seixbk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Honfleur  in 
the  Tear  1885. 


EiimxD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NattooaUtx. 

NambMr 
of  V«tMk. 

Toni. 

Nomber 
ofVeeaele. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 
ofYeeeele. 

Tone. 

Brlttoh      

36 

6,S7a 

114 

60,017  -) 

,,     NewbaTen  bc#lt ... 

... 

... 

206 

89,620   [ 

660 

141,862 

••• 

... 

205 

88,862  J 

Fiwch      

6 

917 

•*• 

... 

6 

917 

„     ooMten 

6fiO 

34,607 

... 

660 

84,607 

Nonrtgian 

Swadiifa     ^ 

M 

16 

12,566 
10.674 

2,092 
1,138 

87 
18 

14,658 
11,707 

Daatok      ...       .^       ^. 

6 

MS 

6,732 

18 

%i96 

T^tiftnn     ,.,       ,^ 

IS 

4,41/ 

1,087 

16 

6,464 

German     

11 

2.326 

2,094 

16 

4.4-iO 

Dutch        

•«• 

1,882 

2 

1.382 

Ilaliaa       

1 

627 

.- 

... 

1 

627 

Total 

772 

72,870 

646 

160,909 

1,818 

223,779 

tog  y«ar     ... 

... 

•^ 

«• 

1,287 

268,409 

11  British  vessels,  total  932  register  tons,  and  40  men,  entered  the 
port  of  Pont-Audemer  during  the  year  1885. 

Annex  B. — Eetxtiik  of  Principal  Articles  of  !][p^>ort  to  Honfleur 
during  the  Tear  1885. 


188S. 

1884. 

AHides. 

QaanUtj. 

Vtlne 
(in  Sterling). 

Qnantitj. 

Valne 
(U  SterUag). 

£ 

£ 

Timber.. 

Standard 

41,200 

206,000 

84.400 

172,000 

Coals    .. 

Tons      .. 

48,549 

48,549 

69,567 

69,567 

Iran      . . 

n           •• 

1,187 

6,745 

2,990 

16,150 

MMiiire.. 

»»           •  • 

648 

2,660 

•  • 

••  • 

OaU     .. 

i»           •  • 

1,277 

8^00 

1,001 

6,000 

Wheat  .. 

»»           •  • 

•  • 

•  . 

1,814 

10,500 

CeveaU. 

n           ** 

505 

680 

290 

860 

Seed     .. 

1,480 

14,000 

98 

8,920 

Other  articles  .. 

»» 

4a4 

9,410 

555 

10,780 

Total 

Tons      . . 

58,990 

296,144 

75,815 

288,267 

n               •• 

Standard 

41,200 

•  • 

84,400 

.  • 

^   No  return  made  of  clearances  for  the  year  1884. 
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RETVRJf  of  Prmcipal  Articles  of  Export  froni  Honfleur  during  the 

Tear  1885. 


1885. 

1-884. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value 
(in  Sterling). 

Quantity. 

Value 
(in  SterUng). 

Eggs 

Butter 

Cheese 

Grain 

Poultry 

Pruit 

Sucar,  in  loaves 

Colza  oil 

Seed 

Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 
6,106 
5,838 

104 
2,495 
1,144 
7,626 
1,646 

610 
1,186 
4,787 

£ 

806,360 

587,180 

5,200 

20,000 

82,370 

155,400 

88,000 

19,500 

45,400 

66.405 

Tons. 
5,548 
4,889 
99 
2,350 
1,242 
5,619 
2,880 
565 
1,418 
8,020 

£ 

882,680 

582,290 

4,950 

18,800 

89,460 

112,880 

57.600 

18.100 

56,500 

78,250 

Total 

29,444 

1,820,815 

27,675 

1,296,010 

Annex  C. — ^Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Honfleur  and  Imported  to  Honfleur  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Tears  1884-85. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1684. 

1885. 

1884. 

Great  Britain  ..         •• 

Sweden 

Buasia  .. 

Germany 

United  States  .. 

Australia 

Norway.. 

Canada. 

£ 
1,820,815 

£ 
1,296,010 

£ 

67,599 

140,745 

57,000 

15.200 

7,000 

5,6i0 
8,000 

£ 

92,617 
103,160 

42,000 

28,600 
4,000 

10.500 
5,000 
2,400 

Total 

1,820,815 

1,296,010 

296,144 

288,267 
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Beport  hy  Vice-Consul  Handisyde  on  ike  Navigation^  Oommeree,  and 
Trade  of  JKcamp  in  1885. 

SxTusir  of  Prinoipal  Articles  of  Export  and  Import  doriog  the 

Tear  1886. 

SXPOBTS. 


ArUcles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qoantitj. 

Talne. 

Quantity. 

Yalae. 

Eapes 

Flint 

Liquor  ••         .«         •• 
Plaster 

Tons. 

831 
1.400 

800 
9,900 

£ 

1,850 

800 

52,000 

4,860 

Tons. 

1,071 

240 

11,500 

£ 

"200 

60,000 

5,000 

ToUl 

11,981 

58,510 

12,811 

65,200 

IxroBiB. 


Ariiclea. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals 

Cement..         ..        •• 

Wheat 

Timber..        ••         •. 
Hemp    ..        ••        .. 

Tar        

Salt 

Tons. 

21,200 

1,800 

1,121 

15,988 

458 

882 

692 

£ 

18,000 

2,700 

8,960 

64,000 

14,600 

4,600 

690 

Tons. 

20,423 

4,226 

1,505 

11,812 

489 

977 

867 

£ 

17,000 
10,800 
12,000 
50,000 
14,000 
11,700 
860 

Total 

41,086 

118,550 

40,249 

116,860 

Table  showing  the  Total  Yalue  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  P^mp  from  and  to  Foreign  Conntries  daring  the 
Tears  1884-86. 


Coontry. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

England 

Sweden  and  Norway    .  • 

Denmark          ..        .. 

Russia 

Germany 

America. .        . .        •  • 

£ 

4,600 

60 

1,850 

52,000 

•  • 

£ 

£ 

20,700 

55,000 

4,600 

28,500 

9V0OO 

£ 

ToUl 

58,510 

•  • 

112,800 

•  • 

Digitized  by 


Google 


140 


FUANCK. 


Betvbst  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  F^Scamp  ia  the  Tear  1885. 


NationaUty. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

British 
French 

Norwefflfta 

KwedlBh      

Daniah       ...       ^ 
Othert        ... 

Number. 
60 

17 

Tona. 
7,278 
1,667 
5,20-) 
2,W1 
7i2 
1,494 

Mnmber. 
26 

"i 
... 

"i 

Tona. 
9.871 

M7 
'872 

Knmber. 

86 

9 

20 

7 
5 
8 

Tons. 

17,144 
1,667 
6.767 
2,851 
722 
2,866 

Total    .^       ... 

104 

18,707 

81 

11,810 

135 

30,017 

Clbabxd. 


NatkmaUty. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

British       M.       .M 

French       

Norwecun ...       *•• 

Swedish      

Danish       ...       ... 

Others        

Nmmber. 
60 
86 
17 

7 
6 
6 

Tons. 
7,278 
5.809 
5,200 
2,851 
722 
1,494 

Number. 
26 

i 
"i 

Tons. 
.   »t871 

*S87 
*872 

Number. 
86 
36 
20 

7 

5 

6 

Tons. 

17,144 
5,809 
6,767 
2,851 
722 
2,366 

Total   ...       ... 

131 

22^9       1          81 

11,810 

162 

84,169 

Shipping.  British  shipping  was  about  the  same  as  in  1884,  while  the  French, 

Norwegian,  and  Swedish  flags  increased. 
Imports.  Tlie  imports  of  coal  were  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year; 

those  of  cement  fell  off,  while  timber  showed  a  considerable  increase. 
The  entrance  to  the  port  and  the  floating  dock  have  been  dredged, 

two  steam  cranes  have  been  erected,  and  a  third  will  be  provided. 

VlOE-CoFSULATB  OF  DiBPFB. 

JRepcrt  5y  Viee-Consul  Lee  Jortin  on  the  Navigation^  Commerce,  and 
Trade  of  Dieppe  in  1885. 

Coal  and  Die  ^^^  *^^  P'fi>  ^^^  being  the  two  chief  commodities'  imported  from 

iron.  Ckea*  Britain  by  this  port,  I  will  begin  by  stating  that  the  quantity  of 

coals  delivered  at  Dieppe  in  1885  has  been  209,000  tons,  as  compared 
with  804,000  tons  in  1884.  9,819  tons  of  pig  iron  have  been  imported, 
as  compared  with  14,050  tons  last  year. 
Timber  trade.;  The  importation  of  timber  from  the  Baltic  in  British  steamers  is 
maintained.  ^  Previonsly  to  1883  this  important  branch  of  trade  was 
carried  on  almost  exclusively  by  3candinavian  sailing  vessels. 
Births,  There  have  been  807  births,  164  marriages,  and  748  deaths  in  the 

marriages  and  entire  population  of  Dieppe  in  1885.    The  public  health,  therefore,  has 
deaths.  been  good,  as  the  death  rate  compares  favourably  with  last  year.    Pos- 

sibly this  may  be  in  some  measure  attributed  to  the  improved  supply 
of  an  excellent  and  pure  water  to  all  parts  of  the  town,  espeoially  Ae 
poorer  quarters* 

1  am  informed  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  port  that  he  considers 
that  the  new  harbour  works  are  making  satisfactory  progress.    The 


Extendon  of 
west  pier. 

Harbour.! 


west  pier  has  been  extended  about  60  yards,  and  the  harbour  is  bekg 
deepened  about  8  feet.  Two  English  dredgers,  which  have  been  pur- 
chased  by  a  French  companjr,  are  constantly  employed  dredging.  The 
channel  entrance  has  been  widened  between  the  piers  to  70  metres,  and 
straightened* 
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The  tonnage  of  British  vessels  entering  this  port  has  been  about 
10,000  tons  less  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  by  the  Dieppe  and  Newhaven 
steamers  has  been  the  same  in  round  numbers  as  last  jear,  vis.,  68,000 ; 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  number  of  tons  of  merchandise, 
63,000  tons. 

Two  fine  screw-steamers  for  conreyance  of  merchandise,  220  tons 
register  each,  called  **  Italy  "  and  **  Lyons,'*  were  added  in  March  last 
to  the  fleet  of  steamers  belonging  to  that  company. 

The  general  nature  of  the  imports  has  been  about  the  same  as  in 
previoos  years,  namely,  coal,  iron,  timber,  asphalte,  creosote,  coke, 
chiaa  clay,  pitch,  naphtha,  rape  seed,  and  machinery.  The  exports 
include  flints,  whiting,  fruit,  yegetables,  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  wines, 
spirits,  &c. 

A  new  branch  of  trade  has  been  opened  since  Christmas  with 
Norway  in  the  shape  of  wood  pulp  for  making  paper.  A  contract  has 
lately  been  entered  into  for  20,000  to  be  inported  at  Dieppe. 

As  forming  part  of  my  Yioe-Consukr  duitnct,  I  hmrt  to  report  that 
the  number  of  British  Tessels  entmng  the  ports  of  Bu  and  Tr^iport  for 
the  past  two  years  has  been  as  follows  :— 


Tonnage. 

Passenger 
traffic. 


Imports  and 
oxports. 


Wood  pulp 
imported  from 
Norway. 

BritUi  ililp- 
ping  at  1^ 
ports  of  Bi 
and  Tr^port. 


1884. 

1885. 

YesaelB. 

Tons. 

Tessels. 

Tons. 

Eq 

Trfiport         

41 
188 

4,841 
25,911 

26 
162 

2,584 
80,882 

A  new  line  of  railway  connecting  Dieppe  with  Eu  and  Treport  was  ^V^  "^ 
opened  last  year :  thus  Dieppe  and  Boulogne  are  brought  into  direct  ^J^^®  ® 
communication  by  rail.  railway  yilk 


con* 


Eetubit  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Dieppe  in  the  Year  1885, 


En. 


£imBKD. 


Soiling. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total 

Katioiulit7. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 
of 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Crewf. 

Veesels. 

Vesself. 

Vestela. 

British 

... 

S8 

4,906 

884 

177,298 

422 

182,254 

6,067 

Steamers  of  L.  B.  and  i 

.  C. 

Railway  Company  ^ 

... 

... 

... 

786 

192,469 

785 

192,469 

!6,884 

French 

... 

86 

6.460 

12 

8,287 

98 

9,697 

Steamers  of  French  Company 

(Dieppe  and  Grimsby) 

... 

.M 

... 

108 

40.946 

106 

40.946 

Konreffian       

— 

68 

19,S89 

28 

8,806 

76 

28,196 

Bossian 

•  M 

S2 

10,181 

1 

486 

88 

10,567 

Oerraan 

... 

9 

2.637 

5 

2,521 

14 

5,048 

Danish  ... 

* 

Swedish 

9 

Aostrian 

Dutch 

Italian   ...       ...       ^ 

• 

18 

4^405 

6 

4,678 

24 

9,068 

... 

year 

Total  ... 

296 

47,868 

1.824 

480,891 

1.560 

478,259 

26,107 

Total  for  the 

preceding  ... 

Hi 

74,249 

1,891 

441,422 

1,784 

515,671 

28,844 

Of  the  above  entries  58  firitiah  vessels,  of  8Jf|745  tons,  brought 
cargoes  in  the  indirect  trade. 
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FBAKCE. 


SETUBir  of  PriDcipal  Articles  of  Import  to  Dieppe  during 
the  Tears  1881-85. 


Articlea. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qaantitj. 

Value. 

Qaantitj. 

Valae. 

Timber 

Coals        

Pig  iron 

The  total  amoont  of  articles 
imported          «• 

Tons. 

289,277 
9,819 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

Tons. 
119,271 
804,688 

14,050 

441,880 

422,806 

182,767 

8,872 

8,698,591 

Total  amount  The  total  amount  of  British  shipping  (exduding  the  nomin& 
of  BriUsh  passenger  steamers— 1,369,  of  829,266  tons— at  Havre,  Honfleur,  and 
shipping  in      Dieppe)  which  entered   the  various  ports   in    the    district   of  the 

Gonsulate-Oeneral  in  1885,  was  3,389  vessels,  of  1,523,515  register 

tons. 


district. 


Havre,  February  24, 1886. 
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GREECE. 

PATEAS. 

Beport  ly  Consul  Wood  on  the  Trade  and  Chmmeree  of  Fafratfor 
the  Tear  1885. 

EXPOBTS, 

Thebb  wns  every  reason  to  expect  a  large  and  good   crop   of  CarraDt  crop* 
currants  in  all  places  of  growth  in  the  Morea  and  the  islands,  as  the 
weather  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  year  was  tine  and  apparently  pro- 

Eitious  for  the  currant  Tines.  In  the  month  of  July  complaints  were 
eard  that  caterpillars  had  appeared  on  the  bunches  of  fruit,  but  it  was 
hoped  that  not  much  damage  would  be  done,  as  the;  had  often  been 
observed  previously.  It  turned  out,  however,  when  the  crop  was  being 
gathered  that  very  extensive  damage  had  been  done,  much  rot  having 
spoilt  the  berries  and  lessened  the  quantity  in  every  place.  The  toti^ 
crop  of  1884  turned  out  to  be  129,268  tons,  and  as  very  large  young 
plantations  of  currant  vines  are  yearly  comine  into  bearing  the  crop  of 
1885  ought  to  have  been  much  larger.  It  is  impossible  to  say  whether 
any  malady  is  occurring  which  may  continue  to  lessen  our  crop.  There 
have  been  no  signs  of  Phylloxera  or  Peronospora,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
sulphur  the  vines,  otherwise  the  oidium  would  attack  them  as  previously. 

The  crop  of  1885  only  reaches  110,000  tons,  or  18,268  tons  less  ffiic  of  crop, 
than  that  of  1884,  when  a  large  quantity  was  lost  through  rain. 
Many  persons  turned  their  attention  to  finding  means  of  drying  their 
currants  by  the  use  of  stoves  and  various  other  apparatus,  but  the 
process  was  either  too  expensive  or  required  too  much  time,  so  that 
wooden  trays  on  a  small  scale  seem  best  adapted  for  saving  the 
currants  from  damage  by  rain.  Use  has  also  been  made  of  English 
cotton  grey  cloths  to  cover  the  currants  when  on  the  ground,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  let  these  cottons  be  imported  free  of  duty,  which  would 
increase  the  importation  considerably. 

The  shipments  of  currants  to  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  various  Quantity 
places  of  growth  of  the  crop  of  1885,  compared  with  those  of  1884,  shipped, 
are  as  follows : — 


Oountries. 

1885. 

1884. 

To  United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Canada 

France 

North  of  Bnrope 

Trieste 

Buasia 

Anstralia         

Tons. 

55,765 

6,601 

889 

24^219 

6,016 

1,604 

188 

628 

Tons. 

59,629 

8,968 

950 

16,282 

4,589 

8,247 

66 

796 

Total 

95,805 

94,627 

[254] 
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GBBECK. 


Stock  of 
curranto. 


The  Btock  of  currants  unsold  and  held  for  shipment  at  the  end  of 
1885, including  islands,  was  as  follows : — 

Tons. 

In  Calamata  and  Kisd 1,603 

Provinces fOO 

PirgoB  and  Qastovni 10,500 

Patnis  from  coaat 1,600 

Islands  1,600 

Total 16,600 

Against  a  stock  of  26,478  tons  at  same  time  last  yaar. 


Shipments  to 
France. 


Price  of 
carrants. 


Fiye  yean^ 
Ksropt  of 
«nrranta. 


Tahieof 
exports. 


A  great  portion  of  the  stock  now  existing  will  go  to  France,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  hundred  tons  bought  for  America  and  the 
Continent.  The  shipments  to  England  last  spring  and  summer  of  the 
crop  of  1884  were  to  Liverpool  2,000  tons  and  Lcmdon  6^500  tons,  so 
that  the  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  the  crop  of  1886  will 
be  about  12,500  tons  It^ss  than  the  shipments  of  the  previous  year. 

The  shipments  to  France  will  i^  all  probability  reach  88,000  tons 
of  currants  for  wine*making  of  the  crop  of  1885,  against  394^ ^oos  of 
the  crop  of  1884. 

The Jdlowing  were  the  first  prices  paid  in  the  Morea  for  ean«ote 
of  different  growths : — 


QaiOMgr. 


Yostisza,  ohoicest.« 
„       avexage.. 
PSatras,  finest 

„      sTovge    •. 

Bntf,  good  to  fine  •• 

Piigoa,good 
ProTin<^  • . 
Ck>od  to  sTerage    •  • 


Per  Owt 

Freeonboerd* 

«.    d. 

incases 

, , 

81    .0 

tt 

•  • 

^4    0 

n 

•  • 

24    0 

n 

^ , 

31    « 

{ 

19    Oto 

M 

•• 

21    0 

Inbaczels 

, , 

17    S 

}- 

{ 

16  6to 

17  0 

The  Yostizza  currants  were  mn  ofiT  with  little  change,  but  all  other 
kinds  have  been  sold  at  90  to  '40  per  cent,  increase  on  opening  prices 
on  account  of  the  demand  for  Franee: — 

Tons. 

In  1881  the  crop  was     .. 122,000 

1882      „      „  117,S00 

1888     ^ 115,881 

1884  „      „  120,268 

1885  ^      „  ^         111,000 

The  value  of  exports  by  British  vessels  has  been  .* — 

In  1881 %807^40 

1882  ••         ••        •«        ••         ••        ••  1,888;8T0 

1886  ••         ••         ««  l,mi4U 

1884..         ..         .•         ..         »         ..  ],H007,tSO 

1865..         .«         1,810,200 

The  produce  of  Pirgos,  Nauplia,  and  Calamata  is  included  in  the 
above  value,  4Uid  that  of  the  quantity  grown  in  the  Ionian  Islands  only 
in  the  size  of  the  crop,  in  order  that  the  total  growth  may  be  exactly 
ascertained. 
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The  crop  of  grapes  was  again  veiy  small.    The  shipments  of  wine  Wine  erop. 
to  Germany  was  of  the  value  of  7,000/.,  against  8,000/.  in  1884. 

The  Talonea  crop  has  been  abundant  and  of  good  quality.    The  ^^Momm^mf. 
•quantity  produced  in  the  various  districts  is :— ^ 


1865. 

18S4. 

Aiolfa    ^        .k        ^        •• 

Gape  Papa 

Haiaa    ••        ••        ••        •• 

Tods. 
5,400 
1,200 
4,600 

T6M. 

2,500 

900 

1,700 

Total 

11,200 

5,100 

of  which  a  large  qnantil^  is  shipping  to  England  at  a  price  to  cost  81. 
And  9/.  per  too,  finee  on  board. 

The  crop  of  olive  oil  has  been  very  small,  not  more  tban  sufficient  Olive  oil. 
for  local  consumption  at  equal  to  45/.  per  ton,  free  on  board. 


The  crop  of  creals  was  short,  and  prices  were  for  :— 

£    «. 
Wheat,     per  imperial  ^foaiter 
Barley       „       „  „ 

Indian  com         |,  „ 

Oato  »       n  n 

Potatoes     „       -  „ 


1 
1 
1 
0 
0 


10 
6 
0 
8 

7 


Cereals. 


ITo  eEzp^  took  plaee. 


The  exports  from  Nauplia  were  less  than  last  year  on  account  of  Bxportofiom 
the  short  crop  of  currants  and  sultana  raisins,  which  were  about  1#.  8(2.  Nanplla. 
"kss  than  the  previous  year. 

Tobaooo  was  shipped  as  tMual  to  Holland  and  France:  total  ralue 
i>f  exports  about  80,900/. 

The  exports  from  CaHninita  and    Messinia  w^re  of  the  value  of  Ifeashiia  and 
^18,000/:,  or  22,000/.  less  than  in  1884 ;  about  500  tons  of  figs  were  Oi^lamala. 
•hipped  to  England,  costing  18/.  per  ton  ftee  on  board ;  remaindelr  went 
jfco  Bussia  and  Trieste. 

Keither  cotton  nor  wool  was  shipped  to  England.  Ooiliii  MM 
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OBEXCX. 


Prices  of 
goods  im- 
ported, duty 
pftid« 


Imports. 


Articles. 


HaddapolamSy  40  yards 

,y  priots,  20  yards. , 

Cotton  water  twist.  No.  ^ 

Grey  cloths,  T,  24  yards  -j 

Lead i 

Sofrar,  in  l)ag8 

Coffee •. 

Pepper   ..         ..         ..         •. 

Alum      .  •         •  •         •  •         •  I 

Iron,  bar •         •. 

„    hoop  ••         ..         •• 

,.  sheet  • .  • .  • . 
„    Swedish     .•         ••         •« 

Copper,  sheets 

Tin,  bar 

„    plates,  TC 

Dry  hides  . .         •  • 

Ked  herrings     ••         •• 

Coals 

juce        ..         ••         *•         •. 

Codfish 

Salm'on  in  pickle  . .         • . 

llnm       • . 


Per  10-lb.  bnndle. 
H  -  piece,  6i  lbs.. 
,«  „  7  lbs.  • 
,,   cwt. ... 


box  .. 
cwt.  •• 
barrel . . 
ton  .• 
cwt.    •• 


tierce  •• 
gallon. . 


Price. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 


£  «. 
0  13 
0  9 
0  10 
0  9 
0  10 

0  16 

1  18 
4  0 
8  2 
0  6 
0  10  a 
0  6  8 
0  16     8 

0  18    4 
8     1 
6  18 

1  4 
6  8 
1  0 
1     5 

0  19 

1  0 
6  0 
0    4 


State  of 
market  for 
imports. 


Inefease  of 
import  diity. 


Value  of 
imports  by 
British  vessels 
for  fire  years. 


The  markets  for  imports  have  been  inoonyeDienced  by  the  return  of 
forced  paper  currency,  which  caused  the  exchange  to  rise  about  20  per 
centf,  and  importations  of  British  goods  was  much  checked.  The  Greek 
Government  having  borrowed  large  sums  from  the  vanous  banks  in 
Gtreece,  there  will  be  a  continuation  of  forced  paper  currency  for  some 
years  $  but  when  the  rate  of  exchange  on  England  can  be  ascertained  to 
be  fairly  steady,  importers  will  be  able  to  make  proper  calculations 
for  the  cost  of  goods. 

The  increase  of  import  dutj  interests  British  commerce  only  hj 
increase  of  duty — 

Per  cwt 
£    s,   d. 

Indigo  4    0    0 

Salted  fish 0    8    0 

Codfi.^h  or  stockfish 0    4    9^ 

Rice 0    8  10 

Coffee,  unmixed  and  mixed  . .         •  •         16    7 

Sugar,  unrefined,  and  treacle  ••         ••         0    8    0 

„      refined  0  16    0 

Indigo  had  previously  been  admitted  free  of  import  duty,  in  order 
to  favour  the  dyeing  of  native  cotton  goods. 

£ 
In  1881  245,280 

1882  ..  - 244,290 

1883  298,470 

1884  266,500 

1885  210,100 


Imports  at  Calamata  and  Nauplia  were  of  about  the  same  value  a» 
in  1884,  say  260,000/.  at  Calamata  and  65,000/.  at  Nauplia. 
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The  importation  of  coal  reached  7,198  tons,  againBt  14,497  tons  in  Oojj. 
1884.    There  is  no  apparent  reason  for  t  his  falling  off,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  quantitjr  required  in  these  parts  will  be  much  increased. 

No  minerals  were  extracted  in  the  Morea  last  year.  Minerals. 

Exchange  rates  were  at  24  new  dr.  80  lepta  to  25  new  dr.  45  lepta  Szehange, 
from  January  to  October,  when  the  rate  rose  from  26  new  dr.  40  lepta 
to  30  new  dr.  80  lepta  and  81  new  dr.  in  the  month  of  December. 

The  British  vessels  cleared  from  Patras  during  the  last  five  years  Shippiaf, 
were — 


Tears. 

Kamber. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1881 

1882    

1888    

1884    

1886    

182 
127 
140 
167 
160 

116,664 
117,676 
142,009 
158,670 
128,886 

8,428 
8,816 
8,814 

4,028 
8,861 

The  rate  of  freight  was —  Bste  of 

9.    d,  $.  d,  freight 

For  London    from    10    0  and  10  per  cent  to  22  6  and  10  per  eent 

LiTerpool    „       10    0         „  „  22  6         „       „ 

New  York        ..  20  0         „        „ 

Harseillefl        ••  16  0  and  6  per  cent 

Boaen,perton       20  0  and  10  per  cent 

Yalonea  to  England         82  6         „       „ 

Two  large  Italian  steamers,  of  about  2,500  tons  burthen  each,  loaded  Foreign  slip- 
part  cargoes  of  currants  for  New  York  ;  and  20  Norwegian  vessels,  of  P*^* 
about  550  tons  burthen  each,  also  loaded  currants  for  England  and 
France.    Of  the  British  vessels  that  cleared  at  Patras  124  were  Bteainers, 
of  124,471  tons,  and  86  were  sailing  vessels,  of  4,865  tons. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd's  Company  has  commenced  running  a  new  line  Fsnenger 
of  steamers  to  convey  passengers  to  Oreece  and  the  Levant  from  steamers,  new 
Brindisi.    Thev  start  from  Brindisi  eveij  Thursday  at  midnight,  touch  ^^* 
at  Corfu  and  Patras,  and  arrive  at  Corinth  every  Saturday,  in  time  to 
catch  the  railway  for  Athens.    The  voyage  from' Brindisi  to  Corinth  is 
reckoned  to  occupy  44  hours.     The  same  Austrian  steamer  leaves 
Corinth  on  her  return  voyage  from  Corinth  to  Patras,  Corfu,  and  Brin- 
disi on  Mondav  at  noon,  after  the  arrival  of  the  railway  from  Athens. 
This  line  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  passengers  and  conveyance  of 
mails. 

English  steamers  continue  to  run  fortnightly  from  Liverpool  to  Bnglish 
Patras,  and  the  Greek  passenger  boats  continue  to  run  as  usual.  sleamers. 

The  breakwater  at  Patras  has  not  yet  made  much  progress,  but  Pablic  works* 
work  is  going  on. 

The  canal  at  Corinth  is  making  good  progress,  as  the  cutting  is  now  Osnal  at 
easier,  with  sandy  ground  and  less  rock.  Corinth* 

The  railway  works  at  Corinth  had  not  been  carried  on  for  want  of  Bailway  from 
capital ;  but  6,000,000  fr.  having  been  borrowed  abroad  lately,  the  works  Corinth, 
will  be  now  actively  carried  on.    The  line  of  railway  from  Corinth  to 
Nauplia  has  been  finished,  and  a  trial  trip  made.    The  line  will  be 
opened  for  traffic  at  the  end  of  January. 

The  breakwater  or  mole  at  Catacolo  has  been  much  damaged  by  Oatacolo 
storms,  so  that  a  considerable  sum  will  have  to  be  spent  in  order  to  mole* 
make  it  quite  safe  for  shipping. 

The  public  health  has  continued  good,  and  no  contagious  disease  has  Pnblic  health, 
appeared  in  this  district. 

Patras,  January  21, 1886. 
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PACIFIC  islands: 

BAKOTONGA. 

Beport  hy  Aoiiny-Coniul  Exham  on  the  Tirade  and  Commerca  of 
RaraUm§afor  the  Year  ISSo. 

Av  impetti8  has  been  given  to  tho  trade  of  this  gronp  during  the  Trade  im- 
past  year  owing  to  the  New  Zealand  Govornment  subsidising  a  steamer  provement» 
ior  senrioe  in  the  Pacific.  and  c:iuaes. 

Doling, the  last  10  years  the  trade  has  been  rapidly  increasing,  as 
in  the  year  1  b72  the  exports  hardly  came  up  to  10 fiOOL ;  while  in  this 
year,  1884  to  1885,  the  exports  are  29,190/.  13s.  4d.,  as  per  enclosed 
Table  A^  and  the  iiBporta- 2(5,271/.  I6s.  6d.,  as  per  Table  B. 

By  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  trade  of  this  group  is  done  with 
New  Zeahind,  as  this  year  the  exports  to  the  French  colony  of  Tahiti 
are  5,4851.,  while  the  balance — viz^  23,705/. — has  been  sent  to  New 
Zealand. 

By  the  returns  kept  at  this  Consulate,  the  total  number  of  vessels  shipping, 
entering  at  this  port  has  been  107,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  17,541^  as 
per  Table  C. 

The  prospects  for  the  next  year  are  not  so  good,  as  the  dedine  in  Cotton  pro- 
the  price  of  cotton  in  the  home  markets  has  seriously  affected  the  culti-  specis  for  next 
vation  of  this  article ;  but,  as  planters  are  now  planting  new  seed  of  y^a^* 
fine  staple  cotton,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  things  will  brighten. 

Tbe  great  drawback  is  the  labour  question:   by  the  laws  of  the  j.abour. 
islands  no  foreigners  are  permitted  to  import  labour,  and  the  natives 
are  too  independent  to  work,  except  at  high  rates* 

Table  A. — Expobtb. 


Articles. 

Bales 
Lbs. 
ft             •  • 

Gallons     !'. 
ft         •  • 

Tons 

Lbs. 

»»             •• 
»»             •  • 

Bunches    . . 

Barrels      .. 

•  • 

1 

Quantity. 

Cotton 

Copra 

Coffee 

Lime  juice 

Whale  oil       

Cottonseed 

Arrowroot 

Pearl  sheU 

Beohedemer 

Bananas          

Oranges          

Pioeapples     •• 

Cocoa  nuts 

Sundries         

846 

888,880 

1,860,804 

103,820 

28,607 

2,947 

170 

23,286 

18,971 

2,841 

1,447 

1,248 

14,989 

7,765 

74,166 

8,612  dol.  28  c. 

Value,  29,190/.  18#.  id. 
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PJlCIFIC  IBLAITDS. 

Table  B. — Impobtb. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Prints 

Ironmongeiy 

Orooeiy 

Brapeiy • 

Clothing 

Sondriet 

£      9.   d. 
5,786    0    0 
8,984    0    0 
6,487    0    0 
4,100    0    0 
4,800    0    0 
2,714  16    6 

Total       

26,271  16    6 

Table  C« — Shippiko  at  Barotooga  from  October  1, 1884,  to 
September  80, 1885. 


Nation. 

Nnmber  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British 

German 

French 

UniUd  States 

Katire  ••        

60 

H.Mil.<- Constance'' 

19 

22 

1 
4 

11,70« 

2,880 

798 

2,124 

408 

122 

Totol 

107 

17,641 

Sarotonga,  September  80, 1885. 
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TRIPOLI, 

TEIPOLL 

Eeport  by  Oomul-  General  Drummond  Hay  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Tripoli  for  the  Year  1885. 

Shipphvo  aitd  Natioatiok. 
££T1TB5  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tripoli  in  the  year  1885. 

"*™"-  Shipping. 


Soillnff. 

steam. 

Totia. 

KattonaUty. 

Number  of 
YeMelt. 

Tom. 

Knmherof 
Yeiieli. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veiaeli. 

Ton.. 

Britiih          .^       ... 

Ottonuii       

ItaUan          

French         

Greek 

Montenegrine 

18 

«06 

32 

1^ 
12 
2 

6,000 
6,822 
10,881 

1,789 
886 

80 
40 
102 
69 

1 
••. 

6 

76,815 
20,666 
70,160 
09,946 
901 

4,8*18 

98 
646 
184 

69 
180 

12 
7 

82,824 
26,677 
81,031 
69,946 
8,947 
1,789 
6,648 

Totid     

■7S8" 

.2s.m 

297 

248,479 

1,096 

271,861 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  618  Teetela  of  199,664  torn. 
Clsabid. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Tona. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Yeneli. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
VeMdt. 

Tom. 

Nnmberof 
Venele. 

Tone. 

British         

Ottoman       

Italian          

French         

OMek...       

Other  coontrief      ... 

19 

690 

82 

lis 

11 
2 

6,069 
6,662 
10.881 

8,046 

886. 

82 
40 
102 
69 

1 

"i 

77,868 
20,866 
70,150 
69,945 
901 

4.8*18 

101 
680 
184 
68 
180 
11 
7 

83,922 
86,617 
81,081 
69,946 

8,947    • 

1,641 

6,648 

Total     

788 

28,124 

299 

244,627 

1,082 

272,661   , 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  692  TeiseU  of  196,909tOna. 

Although  mach  inconvenience  to  shipping  was  caused  by  the 
renewal,  during  summer,  of  the  quarantine  restrictions  of  the  preyious 
year,  the  number  of  vessels  which  visited  tbis  port  was  large,  and 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  direct  trade  in  British  vessels  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  British  Colonies,  89  ships  of  larger  size  being  so 
engaged,  as  compared  with  88  in  1884.  Nearly  all  the  Oreek  vessels 
«^pire  employed  in  the  sponge  fishery,  which  this  year  attracted  numerous 
small  craft  to  this  coast. 
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T&nOLI. 


Imports  aad 

exportM 

genonlly. 


OBtrich 
feathers. 


Irory. 
Esparto. 


Exports. 


Tbade  akd  Cohkeboe. 

With  the  exception  of  the  esparto  trade  commerce  in  general  has 
been  depressed.  Merchants  and  tradesmen  found  it  bard  to  obtain  a 
sale  for  their  goods,  and  met  witb  many  obstacles  in  doing  business  on 
anything  like  the  former  remunerative  terms.  Commercial  enterprise 
was  impeded,  and  in  some,  inttaneefr  had  to  be  suspended  or  given  up 
altogether.  In  fact  the  general  complaint  is  that  nothing  of  importnnce 
could  be  transacted  during  the  year.  The  ostrich  feather  trade  in 
particular  declined  so  rapidly  a3  eventually  to  end  in  a  complete  collapse; 
and  the  consequences  it  entailed  proved  disastrous  to  all  connected 
with  the  business^  and  more  or  less  prejudicially  affected  other  branches 
of  trade.  The  depreciation  of  feathers  in  the  London  and  Paris 
markets  has  continued  so  long  without  showing  any  signs  of  improve- 
ment as  to  exclude  all  hopes,  for  the  present,  of  a  revival  of  the  trade 
It  is  said  the  European  markets  are  overstocked  with  feathers,  and 
there  are  great  quantities  of  them  lying  in  deposit  in  this  city.  Whilst 
such  a  state  of  things  continues  the  demand  for  and  return  on  capital 
must  naturally  remain  at  a  minimum,  and  as  a  consequence  trade  with 
the  interior  of  Africa  is  suspeuded,  people  hesitating  to  risk  their 
diminished  capital  in  enterprises  to  remote  parts  of  the  Continent 
before  some  signs  of  amelioration  in  the  feather  trad»  manifest  them- 
selves. Little  attention  is  directed  towards  ivory,  this  article  being 
now  difficult  to  procure,  except  in  small  quantities,  and  requiring  more 
efficient  transport  for  its  conveyance  than  ostrich  feathers. 

Business  in  esparto,  however,  which  had. become  very  slack  in  18^ 
has  so  far  reeovered  itself  as  again  to  be  in  the  position  it  occupied  in 
more  prosperous  years.  Notwithstanding  the  low  range  of  pricea — 
109.  to  15ir.  per  ton  below  the  usual  rates  of  the  last  two  years — the 
supply  of  this  fibre  has  not  diminished,  but  flowed  steadily  into  market 
in  even  greater  quantities  than  before.  The  quality  of  the  grass  is 
better,  as  would  appear  from  the  general  satisfaction  it  has  given  in 
England ;  and  it  is  anticipated  that  both  the  quality  and  quantity  in 
1886  will  be  above  the  average.  Freights  for  esparto  kept  low,  ranging 
from  95.  to  lUs,  the  ton  for  hydraulic  pressed  bales,  and  from  16^.  to 
20s,  the  ton  for  those  mechanically  pressed. 

The  following  returns,  though  not  absolutely  exact,  are  sufficiently 
accurate  to  afford,  a  general  idea  of  the  position  of  trade  during  the 
year  under  consideration. 


BsiUBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tripoli  during  the  Year 

1885. 

Articles. 

1886. 

1884. 

Esparto  fibre  •• 
Ostrich  feathers 

Sponges          

Ivory 

Native  woollen  nnnofitctores 

Hats 

Other  articles 

£ 
206,000  t  (62,600  toni^ 
85,000 

02,660  (2,800  cwt.)   •. 

12,000 

8,000 

4,0<)a 

8,000 

12,1)00 

£- 

69^64  (19,847  tons) 
184,000 

8,000  (280  cwt.)      .. 

8,000 

9,000 

8,000 

2,600 
28^0 

Total 

8fll,560 

812,464 

t  IncludlDg  14,000  tons  shipped  from  the  Eboma  districts. 
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BsTUXK  of  Principal  Artides  of  latport'to  Tripoli  during  the  Year     ImportB. 

1886. 


AiiiekM. 

1885. 

1884. 

British  cloth  manafactures  . . 
Foreign               „ 
Colonial  produce 

Wheat 

ProTisionfl      ••         ••         •• 

Tobacco 

Olive  oil         

Charcoal  and  firewood 

Kice 

BawBilk         

Planks  and  timber    . . 

Baracans        

Venetian  and  Bohemian  beads 
Gold  laco  and  thread.  • 

Coal 

Wines  and  spirits      . . 

Coral  beads 

Iron 

Silver,  in  specie 
Other  articles 

£ 
184,280 
17,600 
82,950 
26,000 
26,000 
24,000 
20,000 

9,600 

9,600 

8,600 

8,000 

6,000 

6,000 

4,000 

8,800(8,000  tons) 

8,000 

8,000 

2,700  (460  tons) 
48,000 
79,900 

£ 

110,640 

47,000 

46,000 

4,000 

87,000 

20,000 

11,500 

14,000 

8,600 

10,000 

9,000 

2,000 

4,000 

6,000 

6,000 

8,500 

2,600 

6,500 

66,000 

68,500 

Total 

464,180 

468,640 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of   all  Articles   Exported  from  and  Imports  and 
Imported  to  Tripoli  from  and  to  Foreigu  Countries  during  the  ^^porta. 
Years  1885  and  1884. 


Count  17. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain       .. 

242,000 

147,464 

180,180 

167,140 

Turkey 

20,000 

80,000 

74,000 

68,000 

France 

126,660 

180,000 

42,000 

64,000 

Italy         

•  • 

,, 

60,000 

88,000 

Austria 

•  • 

51,000 

65.000 

Germany 

, . 

, , 

16,000 

16,000 

Switzerland 

,. 

8,C00 

7,000 

Other  countries    .  • 

8,000 

5,000 

88.950 

54,500 

Total 

891,560 

812,464 

464,180 

468,640 

AaBICITLTUBB. 

The  corn  crops  did  not  turn  out  so  well  as  had  been  anticipated,  and  Com. 
the  harvest,  when  gathered,  scarcely  came  np  to  the  average.     Olives  Olives, 
entirely  failed,  but  dates  were  plentiful  and  fine  in  quality.     Owin*?  to 
the  scarcity  of  pasturage  animals  as  a  rule  were  in  poor  condition, 
although  no  sickness  of  any  kind  showed  itself  amongst  then?.     Pros- 
pects for  1886  are  not  favourable. 
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PlTBLIO  WOBKS. 

Works.  With  the  exception  of  a  public  hospital,  erected  by  the  Municipality, 

nothing  under  this  head  has  been  done  during  the  year.    This  building, 
however,  is  at  present  almost  exclusively  used  for  2nilitary  patients. 

Tripoli,  Barbary,  January,  1886. 
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TURKEY. 

GALATZ. 

Report  hy  Acting  Consul-General  Vecquerayon  the.  Trade  and 
Chmmerce  of  Oalatzfor  the  Year  1885. 

Shippiito  akj)  Natioatiok* 

The  number  of  British  yesselB  that  entered  the  Danube  at  Siiliim  General  sbip- 
during  the  jear  1885  was  548,  with  a  net  register  tonnage  of  584,525  P^'^fi^* 
tons,  as  against  422,  of  448,990  tons,  in  1884.     The  total  number  of 
Teasels  of  all  nationalities  and  the  total  tonnage  has  been  1,432  vessels  BritUih 
of  895,824  tons  in  1885,  as  compared  with  1,178,  of  697,666  ton?,  in  tonnage. 
1884.    It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  British  to  the  total  tonnage 
is  thus  a  little  over  65  per  cent,  in  1885,  whereas  in  1884  it  was  about 
64  per  cent. 

The  number  of  Greek  vessels  that  entered  the  Danube  during  1885  Greek, 
was  293,  of  108,233  tons,  as  against  210,  of  80,791  tons  in  1884 ;  that  of  Austrian, 
Austrian  vessels  was  102,  of  67,060  tons,  as  against  90,  of  44,863  tons,  in  "^^'^'^ 
1884 ;  and  that  of  French  50,  of  56,957  tons,  as  against  51,  of  55,110  ^""^^ 
tons,  in  1884. 

The  state  of  the  river  has,  throughout  the  year,  been  highly  satis-  State  of  the 
factory.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  cutting,  commenccfl  by  ^^^^^' 
the  European  Commission  of  the  Danube,  between  the  42nd  and  43rd 
mile  posts,  and  this  work  will  probably  be  completed  before  the  ond  of 
1886.  When  this  has  been  done,  the  carves  that  have  hitherto  proved 
the  most  dangerous  to  shipping  will  have  been  removed.  A  minimum 
depth  of  water  of  15  feet  has  this  year  been  obtained,  a  fact  which  has 
givtn  very  great  satisfaction. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  year  1885  has  passed,  as  Ko  wrecks, 
did  the  year  1884,  without  it  being  necessary  to  record  any  wrecks 
whatever,  either  in  the  river  between  Sulina  and  Ibraila,  or  at  the 
Sulina  Mouth. 

The  total  number  of  British  vessels  that  entered  the  port  of  Galatz  British  ship- 
in  1885  was  173,  of  155,696  tons,  as  against  161,  of  134,376  tons,  in  pingat  Galati. 
1884,  and  of  these  119  were  either  fully  or  partially  loaded ;  25  brought 
general  cargoes,  17  brought  coal,  and  two  brought  iron  from  Great 
Britain ;  two  brought  rice  from  Bangoon ;  23  brought  general  cargoe.<i, 
loaded  partly  at  Antwerp,  and  completed  at  London  or  Liverpool ;  fivu 
brought  general  cargoes  from  Antwerp  direct,  and  one  a  general  cargo 
from  Marseilles.  The  remaining  44  were  partially  laden  with  grain 
from  Danube  ports  for  exports. 

Freights  have  ruled  very  low  throughout  the  year :  commencins^  at  Freifrhts. 
3«.  6J.  per  quarter  in  March,  they  gradually  rose  to  4«.  9(2.  and  5^.  in 
May  ;  they  then  fell  to  2s,  l\d,  in  July,  rose  again  to  4a.  3J.  in  October, 
from  which  time  they  declined  to  the  end  of  the  season,  when  they 
closed  at  2«.  9^.  The  highest  point  they  reached  during  the  year  was 
5«.,  and  this  was  at  the  time  that  there  were  rumours  of  war,  and 
noerchants  feared  that  hostilities  would  break  out ;  the  lowest  point 
they  reached  was  2«.  7^^^.,  the  average  rate  for  the  year  being  8«.  5^^ , 
or  eiuictJy  }d.  le^s  than  the  average  rate  for  1884. 
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TJgbteragc.  Lighterage  from  Ibraila  or  Gklatz  to  Sulina  averaged  duriog  the 

season  3d.  per  quarter ;  the  highest  rate  obtaiaed  was  Sd.  in  December. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Exchaiigei 


Premiamoii 
gold. 


Imports. 

No  statistics  have  yet  been  published  showinfj  the  import  trade  of 
Boumania  during  1885;  indef*d  the  latest  published  statistics  only  bring 
the  trade  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1883.  It  is,  therefore,  quite 
impossible  to  make  any  comparison  between  the  import  trade  of  188^ 
and  thKt  of  1885. 

Expohts. 

The  table  (B.)  aBoexeu  to  this  report  will  show  the  respective 
quantities  of  the  principal  species  of  grain  and  other  men^handise 
exported  from  Roumanian  Danube  ports  through  Sulina  daring  the 
year  1885.  This  table,  as  also  the  shipping  return,  Annex  A.,  is 
taken  from  the  statistics  published  by  the  Buropeon  Commission  of  the 
Danube.  It  is  impossibb  to  obtain  any  other  statistics  which  are  at  nil 
reliable. 

ExcsAircMts. 

The  exchan^  on  London,  for  three  months'  bills,  ruled  about  the 
aame  as  in  previous  years,  viz. ;  from  25  f  r.  10  c.  down  to  24  fr  90  c. 
Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  much  uneasiness  amongst 
merchants,  owing  to  the  continual  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  the  paper 
money  of  the  country. 

The  premium  on  gold  has  been  extremely  high,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table,  which  gives  the  average  rates  of  premium  for  the 
different  monl^  in  the  course  of  the  year : — 

Fr.   c. 

Jmxuxf 16    90 

Vtbroxtf..        ••        « 11    60 

lUrdk      * ..         ..         ..     12    00 

April M    00 

May         12    00 

June         10    26 

July         11    00 

AugMt 11    10 

September  12    10 

October 12    80 

November  ••         * ••     16    40 

Deeeaber 17    00 


AORIOirLTrBB. 

AgrioQltore.  The  orofm  tfanmgfaout  Boumanm  in  1885  were  geaerany  good ;  the 

weather  up  to  aad  during  faanpest  time  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  farmers  were  «bie  to  get  in  their  grain  in  good  eonditioD.  WkeMt, 
barley,  rye,  and  inttiae  would  all  appear  to  hare  been  abcrve  the  wfmgb 
in  quality,  and  about  the  average  in  quantity.  Delfveriee  of  new  gmin 
were  made  thk  year  some  weeks  earlier  than  in  ordinary  seasonv. 

Cattle.  Duriiu;  the  year  there  bae  been  a  considerable  export  of  ecttle  from 

the  Danube,  and  mors  especially  from  the  Dobrogea  to  Naples  and 
Palermo,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  trade  will  be  further  developed  in  the 
course  of  1866.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  cattle  in  Itoumania 
have  apparently  been  eilUrely  fr^  from  disease  throughout  the  year. 
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There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  alcohol  exported 
during  1885 :  this  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  a  law  was  passed  giving  a  bonus  of  about  ^.  per  degree  of 
alcoholic  strength  in  each  decalitre,  or  2^  gallons  on  all  spirits  exported. 
It  seems  that  between  April  I  and  September  80  about  194,788  gallons 
were  exported,  whereas  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1884  the  exportation 
of  alcohol  amounted  to  only  about  1743B  gallons. 

A  considerable  falling  off  is  to  be  noticed  this  year  in  the  importa- 
tion from  Great  Britain  of  a  certain  class  of  iron  goods,  such  as  rails, 
girdero,  bridgework,  railway  material,  &c.  Almost  the  entire  quantity 
of  these  gooils  th«t  has  been  im  pointed  in  1885  has  come  from  Belgium, 
wheTB88  formerly  Great  Britain  supplied  nearly  all  the  iron  required 
by  liou<i»ania. 

A  remarkable  feature  in  the  export  trade  of  Boumania'this  jrear 
has  been  the  large  number  of  consignments  of  grain  cargoes  to  Belgium. 
No  fewer  than  24  vessels,  of  21,219  tons  (register),  from  Gttlats,  and 
78  veMels,  of  W;19S  tons  (register),  from  Ibraila  left  the  Baoube  with 
grain  cargoes  direct  for  Antwerp  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Measures  are  being  taken  by  the  Goyemment  with  a  viow  to  the 
commencement  of  the  building  of  the  docks  at  Galatz  and  at  Ibraila  in 
the  course  of  188u.  Apparently  tbe  dock  at  Oalatz  will  be  about 
550  yards  long  and  220  yards  broad,  and  will  cost  about  2,500,000  fr.  to 
3,000,000  fr.  The  building  of  the  bonded  warehouses  will  probablj 
not  be  commenced  until  the  docks  shall  have  been  completed. 

Tbe  weather  during  the  sowine^  of  the  autumn  crops  was  very 
favourable,  and  the  prospects  for  1886  are  considered  good. 


Alcohol  ex- 
portstion. 


Iron  goods. 


Exportation  of 
grain  to 
Belgiom. 


Docks  at 

GsUtzand 

Ibraila. 


Prospects  for 
1S8G. 


Annex  A* 

1885. 


— Betubn  of  all  Shipping  which  left  the  Danube  in  the  Tear 
(Taken  from  the  Statistics  of  the  Danube  Commission.) 


SaiUng. 

StMm. 

TotaL 

Natiooalitj. 

No.  of 

YOMtiS. 

Toni. 

Ko.of 
VoMete. 

Tons. 

Ko.of 

YMMif. 

Tom. 

QTMt  Britatii       —* 

BounmnU 

Greece       

France 

Tvrkty       

OUier  cawktriet    ... 

282 
11 

M2 

"*566 

44,846 

8.f06 

4S,'8I0 
12,949 

60 

"ei 

91 
50 

*46 

684,626 

«;888 
68,464 
66,967 

S3;842 

648 

8 
298 

102 
60 

842 
99 

TOM       

Total  fbr  the  ywr 
IS84     ...        „. 

642 
615 

104,668 
69,648 

790 
668 

791,106 
628,118 

1,482 
1,178 

806(824 
697,666 
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Annex  "B. — KETrny  of  the  Principal  Species  of  Grain  and  other  Mer- 
chandise Exported  from  Kouinnnian  Danube  Ports  through  Sulina 
in  the  Tear  1885.     (Taken  from  the  Statistics  of  the  Danube  Com- 

'   mission.) 


ArticUs. 


Wheat     .. 
Kje 
Afaiz9 
Barley     .. 
Oata 

Haricot  beans 
Millet  .. 
llapeseed.. 
Linseed  .. 
fiempaeed 
Flour 
Planks  .. 
Timber  .. 
Old  iron  •  • 
Cattle  .. 
Spirit  ,. 
Wine       .. 


Weight  or 
Measore. 


Quarters 


Cwts. 

Number 

Cubic  feet 

Tons 

Head 

Gallons 


1885. 

1,888,284 

608,141 

2,878,140 

1,141,450 

266,692 

96,681 

82,626 

144,790 

658 

10,716 

209,879 

1,491,229 

2,886,689 

892 

5,145 

162.288 

69,287 


1884. 


647^226 

892,819 

2,586,006 

620,070 

15,717 

100,944 

28,848 

44,669 

1,684 

689 

68,788 

1,690,868 

2,228,086 

154 


26,184 


SULTKA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cnmberbatch  furnishes  the  following  report  on  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  Sulina,  dated  February  1,  18S6. 


Imports. 


Experts. 
Grain. 


Fish. 


I. — Tbade  ajtd  (^ommebcb. 

Thb  trade  of  Sulina  i?  very  insignificant,  and  tables  of  the  imports 
and  exports  for  the  year  1885  are  not  obtainable. 

On  account  of  its  position  as  a  coalino;  station,  32,760  tons  of  coals 
were  imported  in  1885  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Other  British  imports  were  computed  in  value  at  about  4,150/. — 
ship-chandlers'  goods  figuring  for  1,470/.,  hardware  for  700/.,  machinery 
for  380/.,  cotton  goods  for  200/ ,  and  other  goods  for  about  1,450. 

About  2,660,000  quarters  of  grain  were  loaded  at  the  port  of  Sulina 
in  1885,  as  against  about  2,383,000  in  1S84 ;  but  as  this  grain  is  simply 
transhipped  from  lighters  which  convey  it  down  from  up-river  ports,  it 
cannot  be  considered  as  a  local  export. 

Fish  and  caviare  are  exported  in  great  quantities  from  the  three 
mouths  of  tbe  Danube,  but  chiefly  to  other  ports  of  Roumania. 


SbippiDg. 


II. — NA.VrOATI0N. 

As  a  port  of  transhipment,  and  as  the  point  of  incoming  and  out- 
going of  the  whole  trade  of  the  Lower  Danube,  Sulina  has  participated 
in  the  great  activity  of  the  Danube  shipping  trade  of  1885,  notwith- 
standing the  improvements  effected  in  the  Sulina  channel  by  the 
European  Danube  Commission,  whereby  greater  facilities  are  afforded  to 
vessels  of  superior  tonnage  to  ascend  the  river  to  load,  instead  of  haying 
their  cargoes  conveyed  to  Sulina  in  lighters  to  load. 

The  annexed  table  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  the  sea-going 
vessels  of  all  nations  that  entered  this  port  in  1885,  exclusive  of  such 
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Teasels  as  merely  called,  in  order  to  effect  their  entrances  and  clearances 
on  their  way  tp  or  from  up-river  ports. 

The  strongly-marked  tendency  of  sailing  vessels  to  be  replaced  by 
steamers,  and  of  lar^e  steamers  to  take  the  place  of  smaller  ones,  h^s 
been  maintained.  Sritish  sailing  vessels  have  entirely  di:>appeared 
since  1883 ;  the  largest  vessel  last  year  was  a  British  steamer  of  1,567 
tons  nett  register ;  the  average  tonnage  of  Britisb  vessels  was  1,025» 
as  ajgainst  1,015  in  1884. 

The  bulk  of  the  shipping  trade  was  under  the  British  flag,  as  it  has  British 
been  for  many  years.    281  British  steamers  entered,  as  against  242  in  tonnage, 
1884,  the  tonnage  being  2Si>,057  and  245,852  tons  respectively.     Of 
these  281  steamers,  44  cnme  from  Great  Britain  with  full  cargoes  of 
coal,  or  part  cargoes  of  general  merchandise  or  coal,  and  287  came  in 
ballast  fnom  Malta  or  foreign  ports,  principally  Italian  and  Egyptian. 

Of  the  281  British  steamers  that  cleared  in  1885,  as  against  250  in 
the  previous  year,  280  cleared  with  cargoes,  principally  for  Malta  or 
Gibraltar  for  orders,  83  went  to  other  Danube  ports  after  being  partially 
or  wholly  discharged  at  Sulina,  and  the  remaining  18  to  other  foreign 
ports. 

As  regards  foreign  vessels,  the  steam  tonnage  under  the  Austrian  Austrian 
flag  represents  mainly  the  weekly  mail-boats  of  the  Lloyd  and  the  tonnage. 
Danube  Navigation  Companies,  and  shows  an  increase  of  over  18,000 
tons. 

The  Prench  tonnage,  representing  the  regular  boats  of  the  Mes-  French 
sageries  Maritimes  and  Eraissinet  Companies,  shows  a  decrease  of  nearly  tonnage, 
9,000  tons. 

Both  the  steam  imd  the  sailing  tonnage  of  Greek  vessels  has  slightly  Oreek 
decreased.  iojmBg% 

Ereights  from  Sulina  to  the  United  Kingdom  showed  no  signs  of  Freights, 
improvement  in  1885,  as  the  average  rate  was  2«.  9^.  per  quarter,  as 
against  2t.  10^.  in  1884  and  Ss.  ^.  in  1888. 

The  depth  of  water  on  the  Sulina  bar  has  been  maintained  at  20J  feet  Sulina  bar. 

A  permanent  beacon,  19  ft.  6  in.  high,  has  been  erected  at  the  lf«ir  beacon, 
extremity  of  the  southern  breakwater  of  Sulina,  for  the  guidance  of 
vessels  entering  the  port  in  heavy  weather,  when  the  end  of  that  break- 
water is  submerged. 

III. — GXIHEBAL  BeMABKS. 

In  1882  an  attempt  was  made  to  supersede  hand  labour  by  steam  Loading 
elevators  in  the  grain-loading  operations,  as  mentioned  in  my  report  for  operations, 
that  year.     The  enterprise  has  so  far  failed,  owing  to  strenuous  local 
opposition  and  the  absence  of  support  on  the  part  of  shipowners  in 
general,  whose  real  interest  it  is  to  assist  such  nn  institution. 

A  "ring"  of  stevedores  was  formed  in  the  spring  of  1884,  thus 
enabling  them  to  maintain  the  price  of  loading  and  trimming  grain 
cargoes  at  1^^.  per  quarter  until  the  early  autumn  of  1885,  when  the 
*'  ring  "  collapsed,  and  the  price  was  again  reduced  to  }J.  per  quarter. 


[254] 
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Betubk  of  all  Shipping  nt  the  Port  of  Suliua  for  the  Year  1885. 

Xmteud. 


KaUonality. 

Saninff. 

Steam. 

TottL 

Knmber. 

Tonn. 

Number. 

Ton. 

Nomber. 

Tom. 

RritlRh        

Atifltro-Unagarian . 

Fren'^h        

Other  oonntriet    ... 

*2 
26 

516 

2,S0 

281 
2 
91 
51 
58 

289,067 

145 

68,454 

51,421 

28,856 

281 
2 
98 
51 
79 

289,067 
145 
68^70 
54.421 
26,706 

Total       

„   for  the  jw 
18M      ... 

28 
86 

8,866 
3,651 

478 
475 

480,9tt 
389,297 

506 

611 

484,809 
892,948 

Galatz,  February  20, 188(1 
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J£DDAH. 

Sepori  by  Camul  Jago  on  the  Trade  and  Oommeree  at  Jeddak  Jhf 
the  Tear  1886. 

As  the  influx  of  pilgrims  to  the  shrines  of  Mecca  and  Medina  form  Pilgiimtnffie» 
the  chief  soorce  of  support  to  the  popuktion  of  the  Hedjaz,  both 
townspeople  and  Bedouins,  I  begin  this  report  bj  stating  that  the 
numbers  this  year  of  pilgrims  fai*  exceeded  those  of  late  preceding 
years,  as  was  expected  in  view  of  the  Haj  day  (September  18)  falling, 
like  in  1871  and  1880,  on  a  Friday.  The  numbers  arrived  in  1885  at 
J«ddah  were  53,010,  against  31,157  last  year. 

The  following  shows  the  total  numbers  during  the  past  10  years  :— 

1807  ..        • 28,6SS 

1868 27,183 

1169 24,910 

1870 29,760 

1871 66,173 

1872 80,000 

1873 36,867 

1874 t         ..  40,091 

1876 86,279 

1876 38,768 

1877  ..         ..         ..         •.  42,718 

1878 80,487 

1870 42,860 

1880 59,669 

1881 87,786 

1882 26,680 

1888 28,883 

1884 81,167 

1886 68,010 

The  nationality  of  the  pilgrims  in  1885  was  as  follows : — 

Egyptians         11,013 

Tarks  and  Syrians 10,709 

Japanese          8,877- 

British  Indians 8,818 

Mogrebins        7,868 

Temenis 2,820 

Arabs 1,571 

Persians 1,422 

Soudanese        202 

ArriTed  by  natire  coasters,  nationality  unknown  1^780 

Total     ..        ..        63,010 

While  British  Indians  and  Javanese  show  no  increase  when  com- 

Sared  with  last  year,  the  numbers  of  Egyptians,  Turks,  Syrians,  and 
fogrebins  (Tunisians  and  Algerines)  show  a  very  considerable  in- 
crease. The  non-increase  of  Indians  and  Javanese  is  explained  by  the 
prevalence  of  the  monsoons,  fear  of  cholera,  quarantine,  &q.  As 
usual  the  bulk  of  the  pilgrims  from  all  parts  belonged  to  the  poorer 
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classes;  but  still,  taking  the  low  estimate  of  SO/,  nil  round  as  the 
average  amount  of  cash  brought  into  the  country  by  cnch  pilgrim,  and 
expended  during  the  pilgrim  season  in  camel  hire,  f-ubsisteuce,  and 
retnni  passage,  it  would  seem  that  over  1,000,000^.  sterling  is  annually 
mported  and  spent  in  the  Hedjaz. 


CoMPABATiTX  Ectum  of  Pilgrims  Arrived  at  Jeddah  by  Sea  between 
the  Tears  1877  and  1885. 


Turk! 

Arat'i  from 

Tmt. 

Indiaoa. 

UaUyi. 

Penlani. 

«nd 
Syriuit. 

Hoon. 

ESTpUanc. 

Soudan, 
Yemen,  and 
Uydramanc. 

Total. 

1877   ... 

7,781 

9,243 

1,886 

8,271 

8,951 

7,599 

3.987 

42,718 

1878  ... 

8,910 

7,288 

3,349 

8,842 

2,290 

8,163 

1,645 

30,487 

1879   ... 

10,894 

8,787 

3,506 

7,995 

2,288 

3,459 

5,931 

42,800 

1880   ... 

18,113 

13,694 

8.890 

7,679 

6,805 

9,541 

5,537 

59,659 

1881    ... 

8,596 

6,256 

2,428 

5,951 

3,509 

6,666 

4.389 

37,786 

1882   ... 

9,680 

6,288 

2,480 

1,898 

500 

596 

4,238 

25,580 

1888   ... 

10,146 

7,898 

2,151 

8,567 

3,567 

298 

2.766 

27.268 

1884   ... 

9,262 

7,716 

268 

6,348 

1,329 

2,887 

2,496 

31,157 

1885   ... 

8,318 

8,877 

1,422 

10,709 

7,858 

11,01a 

5,823 

53,010 

1880  and  1886  ware  axcepUonal  reart,  oirinff  to  the  Ha]  laUlng  on  a  Friday. 
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Shipping,  The  above  return  shows  a  oonriderable  increase  in  British  shipping. 

The  French  flag  has  almost  entirely  abandoned  this  trade,  white  the 
Dutch  steamers,  although  showiDg  a  large  aggregate  amount  of  ships 
and  tonnage,  merely  call  here  during  the  pilgnm  season  to  land  or  ship 
a  few  pilgrims  on  their  rojage  between  Java  and  Holland,  but  bring  or 
take  no  cargo. 

Although  no  statistics  are  procurable  here,  it  is  estimated  that 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  trade  of  Jeddah  is  in  British  bottoms — ^the 
carrying  trade  between  India,  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  Jeddah — ^the 
principal  trade  here  being  wholly  under  the  English  flag.  As  regards 
imports  from  England,  such  are  made  as  far  as  Suez  by  the  various 
English  lines  and  then  transhipped  by  Egyptian  steamers  to  Jeddah^ 
the  large  English  lines  not  finding  it  to  their  advantage  to  touch  here, 
with  the  exception  of  one  line,  calling  here  once  a  month  between 
London  and  the  Persian  Oulf. 

As  regards  the  pilgrim  passenger  trade,  the  following  shows  the 
proportion  of  pilgrims  brought  by  various  flags  during  the  last  four 
years  from  the  different  ports  of  the  Mohammedan  world: — 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

British           .. 

680 

68-7 

85-0 

41-6 

Egyptian 

15-2 

lOiJ 

178 

24*9 

ItaliaQ.. 

f$ 

H 

1-4 

8-5 

Tarkish 

u 

«-7 

1-8 

71 

Dutch  ••        •«        «• 

oa 

6-2 

6-9 

6-4 

Anstriaa        ••        •• 

5-4 

ll-O 

8*2 

4-8 

Zftnzibarian    »•        •  • 

6-0 

4-7 

4-a 

2-2 

German          •  •        •  • 

ft 

f» 

2-6 

1-8 

Basaian          ••        •• 

06 

n 

f» 

0-9 

French..         ••         •• 

i-a 

81 

i-e 

t» 

Katiye  cotsteni 

4-8 

n 

2-7 

8-4 

Total  •. 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Of  the  return  pilgrim  traffic  the  following  was  the  proportion  taken 
per  flag  during  the  last  two  years  from  Jeddah,  the  returns  for  the 
preceding  two  years  not  being  procurable  t — 


1884. 

1885. 

British    .. 

62*5 

68*2 

Egyptian           

2-0 

89 

Dutch 

12-6 

8-6 

Aostrian 

8*8 

7-4 

Freoch    ..         ••        •• 

2-8 

M 

Tarkish 

n 

7-8 

ItaUan 

f$ 

6-9 

Zanxibarian        

6-2 

8-7 

German  • 

6-6 

0-7 

Native  coasters 

•  • 

1-8 

Total       

100 

100 
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Tbabi  akd  Coiduscob. 

Trade  in  general  still  Bofifert  from  stagnation,  and  of  kte  the  eon-  Imports 
turning  power  of  the  country^  little  as  it  is,  has  yisibly  declined,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  smalloess  of  means  of  the  yaiat  majoritj  of  the  pilgrims, 
the  chief  costomers.  Although  no  data  caa  be  obtained  from  the 
Oostom-honse,  the  following  items  of  the  chief  artkles  of  the  British 
impart  trade  may  be  of  interest  :*- 


From— 

Articles. 

Value. 

England 

Indik 
tt            ••        ••        •• 

f9                         ••                ••                 •• 

n               ••          ••          •• 

»9                 ••           ••           •. 

If                ••          ••          •• 

}9                         •  •                •  •                •  • 

Singapore   •«        ••        •• 
„         ••        ••        •• 

Manchester  goods   •• 

Coals 

Rice 

Silks 

Drugs  and  spices     •  • 
Breadstuffis  .. 

Iron 

Coffee  (Ceylon) 

„      (Singapore)  .. 
Tea  and  silk  (China) 
Tin  and  timber 

78.000 

4,000 

150,000 

300,000 

200,000 

20,000 

2.000 

8,400 

9.000 

20,000 

12,000 

As  regards  the  exports  from  the  Hedjaz,  those  are  confined  to  gum,  Exports, 
skins,  and  mother-of-pearl  shells  fished  in  the  Bed  Sea.  Of  gum  the 
production  of  the  Hedjaz  was  one- third  less  than  usual,  owing  to 
deficient  rainfall  in  the  interior,  but  the  high  prices  ruling  for  this 
article  caused  large  quantities  to  arrive  from  Assyr.  The  value  of  the 
total  production  is  estimated  at  24,00)02.,  of  which  19,000/.  worth  was 
exported  chiefly  to  Cairo  for  resale  and  export  to  Europe  and  America. 
23,000/.  worth  of  sheep  and  goat  skins  were  exported  to  England  and 
America,  of  which  16,000/.  worth  came  from  Assyr.  Of  mother-of- 
pearl  shells  42,000/.  worth  was  exported,  the  greater  part  to  Trieste, 
the  remainder  to  Cairo,  Jerusalem,  London,  and  Marseilles,  the  quantity 
brought  to  Jeddah  for  sale  being  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

QnABAKTIKE  Aim  THE  FUBLIO  HEALTH. 

The  Haj  of  1885  passed  over  without  any  outbreak    of  cholera,  to  Health, 
the  surprise  of  many. 

Owing  to  the  great  heats,  rast  agglomeration  of  pilgrims  this  year, 
and  the  usual  insanitary  state  of  Arafat,  Muna,  and  Mecca,  an  epidemic 
was  generally  feared.  All  arrivals  of  pilgrims  from  India  were  subjected 
to  ten  days'  quarantine  at  Cameran,  but  no  cases  of  cholera  occurred, 
and  the  pilgrims,  after  spending  ten  days  in  reed  huts  with  the  ther- 
mometer betweed  108**  and  111%  were  allowed  to  return  on  board  ship 
and  proceed  to  Jeddah.  The  sufferings  and  hardships  endured  at  Hardships  at 
Cameran  by  pilgrims  are  yeiy  great,  and  will  jearly  increase  as  the  Oameran. 
Haj  season  draws  more  towards  summer  and  the  terrible  heat  increases. 
No  superior  accommodation  is  provided  for  those  of  better  means  than 
for  the  masses,  and  in  consequence  the  former  are  conspicuous  by  their 
absence,  and  prefer  not  to  come  at  all  than  to  risk  serious  illness  in 
doing  so. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  Turkish  Ked  Sea  lazarettoes,  namely,  Reyenae  from 
Cameran  and  Abu  Saad  and  Wasta  (the  two  latter  near  Jed<;iah)y  is  Lazarets, 
stated  to  amount  to  about  10,000/.  a  year,  and  goes  to  make  up  the 
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deftciencj  between  cost  of  maintenance  and  revenue  of  the  lasarettoes 
in  the  Archipelago,  &c.,  where  some  regard  ia  paid  to  health,  comfort,  and 
decency,  which  are  ignored  in  the  Eed  Sea^  If  a  quarter  onlj  of  this 
local  revenue  were  allowed  to  be  expended  yearly  in  the  erection  of 
permanent  stone  buildings  to  take  the  places  of  the  present  reed  huts, 
which  require  renewing  and  rebuildios  every  season,  a  great  pecuniary 
saving  would  be  effected,  whilst  most  beneficial  results  would  naturally 
follow  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  who  contribute  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  total  cast  of  quarantine  establishments  in  the  Turkish 
jBhnpire. 

Jeddah,  January  12, 1886. 
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UNITED    STATES. 

BALTIMOEB. 

Bepori  ly  Comul  Donohoe  on  the  TraSe  and  Commeree  qf  Baltimore 
for  the  Year  1885. 

Shipping  akd  Natigatiok. 

Thsri  bas  been  a  very  considerable  falling  off  in  tbe  number  of 
Britiah  steamera  at  thia  port  during  the  year.  This  haa  arisen  from 
the  low  freights  that  have  prevailed  and  the  falling;  off  in  the  grain 
export  trade,  which  seems  to  have  diminished  at  all  the  Atlantic  ports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  movement  of  shipping  at  this  port 
during  tlie  past  year,  not  however  takine  into  account  the  coasting 
trade,  which  is  entirely  confined  to  vessels  under  the  American  flag. 
T);e  return  of  American  vessels  represents  the  entries  and  clearances  to 
and  from  foreign  ports  only. 

BfiTUSx  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Baltimore  in  the  Tear  1885. 


- 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

t^taL 

Kftttoufitr. 

NnmlMrof 
VoMelt. 

Tbni.| 

NnmlMrof 
VMMla. 

Tkms. 

Knmberof 

Vwaela. 

Tout. 

:::::: 

69 
169 
20 

18 

27,926 
66,182 
20,498 

14,900 
8.668 

806 
7 

80 
11 
.<• 
8 

^4,140 

1,668 

74,460 

26,688 

2;i92 

866 

176 
60 
11 
26 
16 

462,066 
67,700 
94,9a 
26,689 
14,900 
10,866 

TOUl      ^       ... 

286 

128,114 

866 

628,089 

642 

666,168 

Total  for  1884 


724,689,189 


QtMMXKD* 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KatioBanty. 

Number  of 
Vemela. 

TODl. 

Number  of 
Veesela. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Venelt. 

Toil. 

British         ...       ... 

Amerioan     ... 
German        .^ 
apanieh        ...       ... 

Italian          ^       ... 
Korveffian 

68 

189 
21 

24 

18 

26,822 
66,471 

18,108 

14,490 
8,619 

809 

9 
80 
11 

"i 

429,024 

8,682 

76,661 

26,689 

2,192 

862 
198 
61 
11 
24 
16 

464,846 

70,008 
94,769 
2^689 
14,490 
10,811 

Total      

800 

188,010 

861 

637.088 

661 

670,098 

Total  for  1864 


764,706,816 
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Grain. 

Wheat. 

Gonu 
Plonn 


Tbadb  ajsd  Comhebok. 

I  annex  a  table  snowing  the  principal  articles  of  export  and  import 
at  this  port  during  the  last  two  yearn. 

EiTTJBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Baltimore  during  the 
Tear  1885,  calculated  at  $5  to  the  £i  sterling. 


Bushels     .. 

Barrels     !! 
Bales 

Gallons     .. 
Hogsheads 

Pounds 
Bags 
Head 
Tons 

Founds      •• 
Barrels      .. 

1885. 

1884. 

Articl«s. 

Qoaatitj. 

Value 
sterling). 

QuanUty. 

Value 
(in 
sUrling).  , 

Wheat.. 
Com  (maixe)  .. 
Plonr  .. 
.Gotten.. 
Peteoknm      .. 
Tobacco 
Bacon  .. 
t^oercitron  bark 
iiive  cattle      .. 
Coal     .. 
Lard    .. 
Boain  •• 

4,687.922 

18,528,857 

1,051,262 

107,028 

11,847,656 

87,680 

11,299,277 

58,042 

17,897 

71.527 

15,838,524 

88,490 

16,524,524 

5,051,695 

444,941 

209,291 

15,158,788 

48,192 

8,009.121 

58,602 

15,221 

59,289 

4,888,922 

58,749 

ii 

1^ 

llfFOBTB. 


JirUcks. 


Cones  • •        • « 
-Tin  plates 
Iron  ore 

.,  PfiT 
Salt      .. 

»         ••         • 

Chemicals 
Brimstone       . 
Nitrate  of  soda 
Guano  .. 
Oranges     and 
lemons 


Bags 
Boxes 

Tons 

99 

Sada 

Bnsheli 

Packages 

Tons 

Bags 

Tons 


Boxes 


1885. 


Quantity. 


501,527 

455,902 

78,882 

6,178 

854,658 

108,664 

80,628 

14,796 

18,412 

11,428 

48^688 


Value 

(in 

sterling). 


a  o 

©o 

O  CO 


1884.^ 


Quantity. 


471,977 

475,599 

185,980 

7,527 

889,446 

64,464 

80,088 

18,219 

84,468 

19,464 

62,689 


Value 

(ia 
sterling). 


u 

is 


The  quantity  received  by  the  four  lines  of  railway  at  this  port  has 
been  25,271,766  bushels,  about  half  of  which  has  been  carried  by  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  line. 

The  short  crop  and  small  demand  for  export  with  speculation  running 
up  the  price  to  a  fictitious  value  has  caused  a  large  falling  off  in  the 

^^\here  ha«  been  more  demand  for  com  for  exportation,  and  there 
has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  sent  forward. 

Flour  has  been  exported  in  much  larger  quantities  than  in  former 
years. 
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Tliere  hns  nlwaTS  been  a  considerable  trade  in  this  article  with 
Brazil,  but  now  a  demnr.d  for  it  Peems  to  have  sprung  up  in  Great 
Britain,  imd  a  f»reat  deal  lins  boi*n  exported  during  the  year. 

The  export  of  bacon  and  lard  baa  very  much  increased.  w?*^  ^^^ 

The  export  of  cotton  has  fallen  off  considerably  ;  it  never  amounted 
to  much  from  Baltinjore,  but  is  now  con.^iderably  reduced  in  consequence  Cotton, 
of  railway  diHcriminstiou  iu  favour  of  other  ports,  and  the  steamer  con- 
nection with  the  soot'tem  ports  not  being  as  efficient  as  in  former  years. 

The  table  of  imports  does  not  call  for  any  particular  remarks,  as  it  Qradual 
shows  but  little  change  from  the  quantities  of  tne  few  articles  imported  decrease  in 
in  1884.     As  long  as  t:je  American  tariff  remains  as  at  present,  not  ^"P^'^'*" 
much  improvement  can  take  place  in  the  way  of  imports,  and  as  far  as 
this  port  is  concerned  there  has  been  a  tolerably  steady  decrease  in 
the  value  of  import*  for  the  last  eighteen  years. 

The  exports  at  this  port,  which  in  1879  and  1880  were  large,  are  Decrease  ia 
since  then  gradually  dwindling  away.  exportn. 

The  grain  trade,  which  was  once  very  extensive,  is  now  much 
diminished,  and  1  see  but  little  chance  of  its  increaning  when  so  many 
of  the  vej^sels  engaged  in  it  have  to  come  here  light,  so  that  the  low 
freights  that  have  prevailed  for  outw  ard  cargoes  give  little  inducement 
to  owners  of  steamers  to  send  their  vessels  to  this  port. 

I  find  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  at  this  port  the  statistics  necessary  Foreign  trade* 
for  a  table  giving  the  values  of  the  imports  from  and  exports  to  each 
country,  as  1  am  imformed  by  the  Custom  authorities  that  the  foreign 
trade  is  not  kept  by  countries. 

The  principal  trade  with  Great  Britain  consists  in  the  importation  Britiah  trade, 
of  tin  plates,  chemicals,  dry  goods,  earthenware,  salt,  and  manufactures 
of  iron  and  steel,  and  the  exportation  of  grain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
provisions. 

FOPULATIOK  JLSD  IlTDUSTBIIS. 

The  trade  which  employs  the  greatest  number  of  bands  in  this  State  Packingtrtde. 
is  the  packing  trade  for  oysters,  fruit,  and  vegetables.    In  Baltimore 
there  are  132  cst;«blishmonts  emptying  23,0* '0  hands.  Tobacco 

There  are  32  tobacco  fai-tories,  employing  about  2,760  hands.  factories. 

There  are  21  cotton  nnlls  in  ihe  State,  with  4,300  hands  employed.   Cotton  mills. 

There  are  a  lar«;e  number  of  hands  emploved  in  building.  Building 

There  were  8,222  deaths  in  Baltimore  during  188> ;  of  these  3,250  trade, 
were  of  children  under  five  years.     The  births  were  7,797  for  the  year.  Health  and 
The  greatest  number  of  deaths  were  from  consumption,  and  amounted  vital itatistics. 
to  1,290  persons. 

The  number  of  immigrants  landing  here  were  8,283  in  1886.  and  Tn^^i^fifwtloo. 
80,820  in  1884.    The  great  falling  off  at  this  port  was  occasioned  by 
the  low  railway  fares  from  New  York  to  the  "West,  immigrants  being 
taken  to  Chicago  tor  one  dollar. 

Baltimore,  February  6, 1886. 
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NEW  OBLBANS. 

Seport  hy  Consul  Be  JBbnhlanque  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
New  Orleans  for  the  Tear  1886. 

AeBIOULTUBB. 

I 
I  OAinEB  from  inte11i|:^ent  obserrers,  who  have  formed  their  opiniomi 
upon  personal  experience  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  State,  and 
by  comparison  with  what  has  been  done  elsewhere,  that  four  things  are 
necessary  for  its  prosperity : — 

1.  Scientific  inquiry  into  the  best  manner  of  increasing  the  yield  of 
its  crops  per  acre. 

2.  Premiums  to  farmers  for  the  encouragement  of  experiments  in  BeformHfor 
the  abore  direction.  benefit  of 

8.  An  extension  of  banking  facilities.  agriculture. 

4.  Summary  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  petty  theft. 
I  will  consider  these  in  their  turn : — 

1.  Scientifio  Inquiry^  ^e, — This  has  already  been  commenced  with  Scientific  In- 
regard  to  the  cultivation  of  the  su^ar  cane  ana  the  manufacture  of  its  ^^^^* 
produce—under  the  auspices  of  the  Uniyersity  of  Louisiana  at  Baton 

bouge — and  good  results  are  expected.  But  there  remain  many  other 
problems ;  such,  for  example,  as  the  use  and  choice  of  fertilisers  for  other 
crops,  the  protection  of  these  against  insects,  the  prospects  of  fruit 
(and  notably  grape)  culture,  Ac,  to  be  considered,  with  careful  note  of 
results,  under  skilled  supervision. 

2.  Fremiums  to  Farmers, — In  other  States  the  yield  per  acre  has  Premiums  to 
been  wonderfully  increased  by  these  inducements.    The  value  of  land  farmcra. 

is  comparatively  low,  and  there  is  plenty  of  it  to  be  obtained  ;  but  it  is 
obvious  that  in  a  country  where  good  main  roads  (or  indeed  any  roads 
worthy  of  the  name)  are,  to  say  the  least,  scarce,  where  those  which 
exist  are  frequently  impassable,  and  time  is  of  importance  in  gathering 
and  sending  crops  to  market,  the  more  compact  a  farm  is  made  the 
more  profitable  it  is  likely  to  be. 

8.  Banking  Facilities. — The  terms  of  credit  for  plantation  supplies  Banking 
are  about  40  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent.    In  other  States  farmers'  banks  facilities, 
abound,  and  money  can  be  obtained  for  8  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent.    With 
money  in  his  hand  the  farmer  can  go  into  the  market  and  buy  exactly  Tenns  of 
what  he  wants  at  the  current  rates,  whereas  in  the  hands  of  a  New  credit. 
Orleans  factor  he  has  to  take  what  the  latter  pleases  and  pay  what  he 
demands.     Here  I  may  say  that  the  capital  employed  by  the  banks  is 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  general  commercial  wants  of  the  district. 

4.  Summary  Jurisdiction^  4rc. — The  law  of  Louisiana  requires  that  Summary 
every  larceny  shall  be  tried  before  a  jury,  and  here  this  mode  of  trial  is  jurisdiction 
fraught    with    delays,    objections,    and  adjournments.     The  practical  ^<>'P®**y*^*^ 
result  is,  that  it  is  found  better  policy  to  keep  nothing  liable  to  be 
stolen  than  to  rely  upon  the  law  for  the  protection  of  property  that  can 
be  easily  filched.  Thus,  in  many  rural  districts,  such  pursuits  as  breeding 

Sultry  and  cultivating  fruit  and  vegetables,  which  are  valuable  to  the 
rmer's  wife  and  children  elsewhere,  cannot  be  taken  up. 
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Necessity  for 
other  crops 
than  cotton, 
SDgar,  and 
rice. 


The  cotton 
crop. 

Rice. 


For  many  years  agricultural  Louisiana  has  relied  upon  her  cotton 
and  her  sugar  to  the  exclusion  of  ail  other  produce,  and  farmers  have 
bougiit  food  for  themselves  and  fodder  for  their  mules.  Lately  a  wiser 
system  has  prevailed^  and  rice  has  been  added  to  the  litit  of  staple 
products  with  great  success.  But  there  are  strong  indications  that  the 
duties  on  foreign  sugar  will  btf  so  lowered  as  to  make  its  manufacture 
in  this  country  unprofitable,  and  rice  has  already  received  a  serious 
blow,  as  will  hereafter  appear.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  great  changes 
must  be  made  in  the  cultivation  of  this  State,  and  that  the  four 
principles  stated  at  the  head  of  these  remarks  should  have  immediate 
attention.  She  would  do  well  to  take  a  lesson  from  her  once  despised 
sister  Arkansas,  whose  agricultural  display  at  the  World's  Cotton  Cen- 
tennial Exposition  was  in  quality  and  variety  second  to  none  in  the 
whole  bui)din.9f. 

Cotton.^The  crop  of  1885-6  is  now  estimated  at  565,000  bales.  The 
manner  in  which  it  profits  New  Orleans  will  be  made  the  subject  of 
remark  further  on. 

Bice. — This  crop,  which  produced  73,424  barrels  in  1872-3,  is  esti- 
mated for  1885-6  at  392,360,  but  some  of  this  is  of  inferior  quality 
owiug  to  unfavourable  weatherin  the  summer.  The  '*  blow"  above  referred 
to  was  delivered  in  the  form  of  a  decision  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  case  of  a  shipment  of  so-called  ^'  granulated  rice  *'  imported  in  Juoo 
last,  fixing  the  duty  at  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  instead  ot  at  2^  c.  a  lb., 
the  rate  fixed  for  clean  rice.  Upon  this  subject  I  beg  to  quote  as  follows 
from  a  remonstrance  made  by  a  delegation  of  rice  planters  at  Washington 
in  October : — "  Without  questioning  the  evidence  as  to  this  particular 
parcel  having  been  subjected  to  some  intentioiud  process  or  other  by 
which  the  grains  were  broken,  it  is  subuiitted  that  rice  precisely  similar 
to  this,  and  undistinguishable  from  it,  may  be  obtained  by  the  simple 
process  of  screening  %  parcel  of  the  same  grade  of  rice,  as  it  used  to  be 
imported  into  the  TJnited  States  prior  to  1833.  There  is  nothing  but 
the  evidence  in  this  particular  case  (furnished  by  certilicHtes  of  the 
European  shippers)  to  show  that  this  parcel  has  not  been  obtained  by 
bcreening,  and  that  it  boars  precisely  the  same  relation  to  the  foreign  rice, 
now  itnported  at  2 J  c,  that  iniddling  or  broken,  or  No.  2  rice,  bears  to 
whole  rice  in  the  classifications  of  the  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New 
Orleans  markets  respectively  for  the  domestic  article. 

*'  This  being  the  case,  it  is  submitted  that  whatever  may  have  been 
the  process  to  which  this  particular  parcel  of  rice  v/as  subjected,  such 
process  was  not  a  necessary  means  of  reducing  rice  to  tlian  condition, 
although  it  may  have  been  intentionally  resorted  to  in  this  case  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  tliis  parcel  into  the  United  States  at  a  less  duty 
vhan  2^  c.  a  pound.  That  the  resort  to  such  process,  wljatever  it  may 
have  been,  could  have  been  induced  for  no  other  purpose  is  rendered 
obvious  by  the  consideratiou  that,  at  the  locality  where  the  process  was 
perl'ormed,  the  effect  of  the  application  of  the  process  must  have  been 
to  reduce  the  market  value  of  the  article  so  treated,  since  broken  rice 
is  worth  less  than  whole  all  the  world  over ;  and  no  rice,  foreign  or 
domestic,  is  ever  intentionally  subjected  to  any  similar  process  here, 
becanse  its  value  would  be  thereby  diminished. 

**  If,  therefore,  all  the  rice  in  the  1,000  bags  in  question  was  really 
subjected  to  an  intentional  special  process,  such  process  was  not 
adapted  to  any  purpose  whatever,  except  to  serve  as  a  pretext  for 
escaping  the  duty  imposed  by  law.  Again,  since  the  process  employed 
in  this  particular  has  made  no  change  in  the  physical,  chemical,  or 
edible  properties  of  the  rice  subjected  to  it,  since  its  whole  efifect  baa 
been  to  reduce  the  entire  parcel  to  that  broken  condition  to  which  a 
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considerable  part  of  every  parcel  of  clear  rice  in  reduced  by  the  ordinary 
process  of  cleaning,  it  is  sabmitted  that  the  fact  of  such  a  process 
ha?ing  been  resorted  to  cannot  suffice  to  take  the  cleaned  rice  subjected 
to  it  out  of  the  category  of  *  rice  cleaned,'  and  put  it  into  the  category 
of  the  manufactured  article  not  otherwise  enumerated  or  provided  for. 
To  illustrate  this  in  a  practical  way  reference  is  asked  to  the  sample  of 
Louisiana  rice  herewito.  This  sample  represents  rice  as  it  comes  upon 
the  market  from  the  mills  at  New  Orleans.  It  will  be  seen  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  grains  are  broken. 

'^  Owing  to  the  softer  character  of  the  East  India  rice,  a  much 
larger  percentage  of  it  is  hroken  in  cleaning— probably  one-third  in 
weight.  These  things  heing  so,  it  is  manifest  that  when  the  law  was 
passed  by  Congress  fixing  a  duty  of  2^  c.  upon  clean  rice,  it  was  kaown 
and  considered  that  foreign  rice  consisted  of,  say,  two-thirds  whole 
grains  and  one-third  broken  grains;  but  now,  if  the  broken  grains 
separately  imported  are  admitted  ac  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  Talorem, 
which  is  less  than  half  a  cent  a  pound,  and  twice  their  weight  comes  in 
in  whole  grains  obtained  by  screening  nt  2^  c.  a  pound,  the  total  quan- 
tity of  foreign  rice  brought  into  the  country  will  pay  an  average  duty 
of  only  1*66  c.f  instead  of  2^  c.  a  pound,  as  the  law  requires.  It  is  imma- 
terial whether  the  rice  imported  as  *  broken'  is  obtained  by  screening 
or  by  special  process  devised  for  the  purpose. 

"  An  ordinary  parcel  in  England  or  Germany  being  once  screened, 
and  the  whole  grains  separated,  these  whole  grains  may  be  imported 
into  New  York  two-thirds  whole  at  a  duty  of  2^  c.  a  pound,  and  one- 
third  broken  by  special  process  at  a  duty  of  les^  than  half  a  cent  a  pound. 
It  is  notorious  that  in  New  York  the  foreign  whole  and  the  foreign 
broken  are  purchai*ed  for  the  purpose  of  being  again  mixed  together ; 
so  that,  commeTcially,  the  effect  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  the  original 
parcel,  as  it  came  from  the  mill,  had  been  imported  at  a  duty  of  1*66  c.  • 
a  pound. 

"This  result  is  a  practical  nullification  of  the  law  to  the  detriment 
of  the  interests  intended  to  be  protected  by  it,  and,  so  long  as  the 
importations  remain  constant  in  quantity,  to  the  detriment  also  of  the 
public  revenue.  If,  however,  tho  effect  of  the  reduction  of  duty  thus 
obtained  should  be  to  so  increase  the  importations  of  foreign  rice  as  to 
raise  the  revenue  derived  from  the  2^  c.  and  the  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
duties  to  an  aggregate  equal  to  the  average  of  former  years,  then  the 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  interests  intended  to  be  protected  by  the  law 
will  "be  immeas^urably  intensified ;  nnd  it  is  the  manifest  tendency 
toward  thia  disastrous  result  that  has  caused  the  piescnt  respectful 
remonstrance  to  be  made." 

Sugar, — This  precarious  crop  has  turned  out  muclj  better  tlian  was  Sugar  crop, 
expected.  The  acreage  planted  was  less  than  the  precediuj^  years,  but 
the  yield  per  acre  is  better  and  the  expenses  less  than  in  any  year  since 
the  war.  The  crop  is  estimated  at  200,000  hogsheads,  or  (about) 
250,000,000  lbs. ;  and  prices  range  from  1  c.  to  l-J  c.  bettor  than  last 
year,  owing  to  increased  demands  from  refiners.  Whether  the  duty  on 
foreign  sugar  (beet  and  other),  which  renders  this  profit  nossible,  can 
be  kept  up,  is  a  question  which  causes  much  anxiety  to  planters,  as  it 
would  seem  that  some  Northern  protectionists  are  prepared  to  jettison 
some  of  this  impost  in  case  of  a  storm. 

Jlamie. — The  possibility  of  utilising  this  plant  is  again  under  dis-  Ramie, 
cnssion,  and  I  am  told  that  the  difficulties  which  have  stood  in  the  way 
of  its  decortication  and  manufacture  are  in  a  fair  way  to  be  removed ; 
but  as  this  has  been  said  several  times  during  the  last  twelve  years,  I 
suspend  my  remarks  on  the  subject. 
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Of  the  discovery  of  iron  fields  in  North  Louisiana  and  the  prospects 
of  working  them,  Mr.  Knderiu,  a  training  expert,  reports: — 

"  I  hnve  confined  my  inTesti«:ations  to  the  northern  tier  of  parishes, 
viz.,  Caddo,  Webster,  Claiborne,  Lincoln,  Union,  and  "Bienville. 

"  From  my  observations  in  those  parishes,  carried  on  during  the 
last  three  months,  during  which  time  1  have  been  some  65  or  70 
days  in  the  saddle,  I  believe  the  iron  industries  of  North  Louisiana  can 
be  made  proficablo  it*  they  are  properly  managed,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  become  equal  to  tiiose  of  Alabama. 

"The  most  profitable  way  of  working  them  would  be  first  and 
foremost  by  the  establishment  of  small  furnaces  of  15  or  18  tons. 
These  small  furnaces  would  supply  material  to  hollow-ware  and  stove- 
foundries,  nail  works,  car-wheel  factories,  &c.  The  manufacture  of 
these  articles  from  the  iron  produced  by  such  furnaces  would  give  all 
the  profits  tliat  the  iron  is  capable  of  yielding.  In  this  way,  also,  other 
industries  connected  with  and  dependent  upon  the  first  would  be  created, 
and  we  should  get  factories  for  carriages,  wagons,  agricultural  im- 
plementc»,  &c. 

"  Then,  again,  timber  of  excellent  quality  abounds  thronghout  this 
iron  section  of  Louisiana.  The  ash,  the  hickory,  and  tho  walnut  are 
found  everywhere,  and  this  abundance  offers  great  advantages  to 
persons  desirous  of  engaging  in  other  businesses. 

"  If  iron  manufacturers  were  to  go  into  Northern  Louisiana  and 
establish  large  furnaces  such  as  they  have  in  Alabama,  the  iron  being 
so  scattered,  covering  the  entire  surface,  more  or  less,  the  cost  would 
be  very  great,  and  the  field  would  probably  be  exhausted  sooner  than  is 
desirable :  therefore  it  is  that  I  advocate  the  erection  of  small  furnaces 
only. 

"  The  iron  goes  to  a  depth  of  about  five  feet  on  an  average,  not  com- 
pact, but  percolated  through  the  earth  to  that  depth,  and  its  quality 
18  the  best,  as  good  as  can  be  found  anywhere.  Then  there  is  found 
here  another  kind  of  iron  that  will  perhaps  be  eventually  used — that  is, 
silicious  iron.  This  cannot  be  used  alone,  because  the  amount  of  slag 
arising  from  the  too  great  abundance  of  silex  would  clog  tho  furnace, 
although  Kilex  is  necessary  to  a  certain  extent  for  fluxing.  But  this 
silicious  iron  may  some  day  be  used  in  the  same  furnace  with  other  iron 
free  of  silex. 

**I  think  no  coal  can  be  found  in  Louisiana.  But  fortunately 
this  'ron  should  be  treated  with  no  other  fuel  than  charcoal,  and  of 
this  there  is  the  greatest  abundance  to  be  obtained  from  the  enormous 
supply  of  pine  in  this  section. 

"Limestone  is  another  essential  in  the  manufac*-ure  of  iron,  and 
plenty  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  region  immediately  surrounding 
Shreveport.  There  is  cause  for  congratulation  in  this,  because  the 
lack  of  limestone  frequently  places  a  great  hindrance  in  tho  way  of 
manufacturing  iron.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  fluxing  purposes. 
Now  there  is  a  good  deal  of  limestone  in  many  other  parts  of  the  State, 
but  in  places  from  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  transport  it  to  the  iron 
section  of  Louisiana.  The  limestone  around  Shreveport  has  not  been 
tried  yet,  but  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  its  answering  the  purpose  very 
well.  If  so,  it  would  be  ready  to  hand  within  a  mile  or  two  of  many  of 
the  furnaces  that  would  probably  be  established  along  the  Vicksburg 
and  Shreveport  Bail  way,  which  would  no  doubt  be  the  line  of  transporta- 
tion for  the  limestone.  1  fully  believe  that  if  these  small  furnaces 
were  started  as  I  have  suggested,  the  other  industries  that  I  have 
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named  would  soon  follow  in  their  train,  and  Nortbem  Louisiana  would 
manufacture  her  iron  into  goods  that  would  be  distributed  all  through 
Southern  Arkansas,  North  and  East  Texas,  part  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
whole  state  of  Louisiana,  and  that  would  be  the  means  of  adding  greatly 
not  only  to  the  capital  of  our  State,  but  to  her  population." 
Marble  of  a  &ir  quality  has  also  been  discovered. 

The  Laboub  Qubstiok. 

The  future  of  New  Orleans  as  a  seaport  appears  to  me  to  depend 
upon  a  solution  of  this  most  important  and  difficult  question. 

A  veritable  '^  burning  "  question,  which  has  not  been  touched  (except 
in  these  reports)  until  very  reoently,  on  account  of  the  political  dan^r 
incurred.  The  Press  is  now  obliged  to  take  it  up,  but  does  so  with 
gloved  hands  on  account  of  the  fate  (**  boycotting  *')  which  befell  a  news- 
paper which  dared  to  offend  the  working  men's  counsel  bv  speaking  out. 

The  following  is  from  the  ^^  Times  Democrat "  of  October  25th, 
1885 : — "  Almost  every  day  our  commercial  columns  contain  items  like  ^^^^  i^bonr 
the  following,  taken  from  the  '  Times  Bemocrat '  of  vesterday :  '  The  qnegtion. 
shipments  of  cotton  on  Friday  to  vessels  loading  for  all  ports  amounted 
to  10,431  bales,  of  which  4,890  were  in  transit,  and  5,541  shipped  from 
city  presses.*  We  have '  recently  given  statistics  to  show  the  great 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  cotton  trade  of  New  Orleans 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  have  called  attention  to  the  momentous 
fact  that  New  Orleans  is  annually  becoming,  to  a  greater  and  greater  Changee  in 
extent,  a  mere  point  for  export  of  cotton,  instead  of  being  a  marset  for  the  cotton 
the  actual  handling  and  sale  of  the  great  staple.  Is  it  not  time  that  trade, 
some  steps  were  taken  to  inquire  into  the  real  causes  of  this  state  of 
affairs,  and  to  arrest  this  diversion  of  our  trade  ?  While  cotton  passing 
through  this  port  in  transit  leaves  some  money  in  the  community,  yet 
it  leaves  much  less  than  would  the  same  quantity  of  cotton,  handled  in 
the  usual  way.  The  tendency  of  modem  commerce  is  to  take  the  most 
direct  routes,  and  to  avoid  all  charges,  as  far  as  possible ;  yet  there  are 
other  considerations  besides  mere  cost  which  govern  merchants  in  the 
transaction  of  their  business.  First  among  these  considerations  is 
safety — an  element  which  the  transit  cotton  business,  at  present,  con- 
spicuously lacks.  A  new  Orleans  exporter,  who  purchases  1,000  bales 
of  cotton  from  a  country  buyer,  and  lets  the  cotton  pass  through  this 
port  in  transit,  avoids  a  very  considerable  expense  in  the  way  of 
handling,  but  he  also  runs  a  risk  which  he  would  not  take  if  the  in- 
ducements were  not  very  great ;  for  in  that  case  he  has  no  opportunity 
to  examine  the  cotton  he  has  bought,  or  to  verify  the  weights  of  the 
invoico  for  which  he  pays.  During  the  last  two  seasons,  when  the  (jetton  iu 
crop  was  almost  entirely  devoid  of  grades  below  low  middling,  and  the  transit, 
difference  of  vaJue  between  the  vanous  grades  were  small,  the  risk  as 
regards  chissification  was  slight.  But  the  case  is  different  now.  The 
present  crop  contains  an  abundance  of  very  undesirable  low  cotton,  and 
the  exporter  may  easily  lose  more  from  deficient  daasificatioo  and 
weights  in  cotton  bought  in  the  country  than  he  saves  in  the  cost  of 
handling.  Yet,  so  long  ais  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  handling 
cotton  in  transit  and  selling  it  here  remains  what  it  now  is,  the  temp- 
tation to  adopt  the  apparently  cheaper  method  will  be  most  irresistible." 

The  real  causes  of  this  state  of  affairs  are  patent  to  all :  they  are  Caiues  of  loss 
the  arbitrary  regulations  and  excessive  prices  imposed  by  the  powerful  to  New 
labour  organisations.    Here  are  details  ot  the  consequences  given  by  Orleans, 
the  Cotton  Exchange  and  it^  P^sident :— ^ 
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'^  The  outlook  for  our  cotton  trade  is  anything  but  cheering,  and  if 
we  are  to  judge  by  the  figures  for  the  past  few  years  there  is  abun- 
dant cause  for  alarm.  During  the  past  season  the  percentage  of  our 
receipts,  both  net  and  gross,  that  has  passed  through  the  port  without 
stopping  has  been  lar^^r  than  ever  before  known,  and  it  looks  as  if 
the  custom  of  bu^in^  m  the  interior;  and  using  New  Orleans  only 
as  a  means  of  exit,  is  likely  to  increase  largely  in  the  near  future, 
unless  means  can  be  devised  to  stem  the  current. 
L088  of  local  '^  Beferring  to  the  business  of  the  seven  months,  to  March  31st  of 
trade.  this  year,  we  find  that  the  number  of  bales  handled  in  presses  has 

fallen  off  nearly  100,000.  This  decrease  is  not  warranted  by  failure  of 
the  crops  in  this  section,  nor  is  it  due  to  diversion  of  trade  tributary  to 
New  Orleans  in  favour  of  other  ports.  It  represents  almost  wholly  a 
loss  of  local  trade.  Compared  with  former  years  we  find  that  from 
1 880-81  to  1883-84  the  proportion  of  the  crop  handled  in  New  Orleans 
decreased  120,000  bales— that  is,  had  our  percentage  of  the  crop  in 
1883-84  been  the  same  as  in  1880-81  we  should  have  handled  about 
1,223,000  bales  instead  of  1,103,000  bales. 

''This  vear  the  crop  is  said  to  point  to  between  5,650,000  and 
5,700,000  bales ;  at  all  events,  it  will  not  vary  much  from  those  figures. 
Assuming  5,050,000  as  a  basis,  we  shall  not  handle  more  than  17^ 
per  cent,  of  the  crop.  In  other  words,  our  trade  will  fall  below  1,000,000 
Wes,  and  we  have  lost  of  our  trade  proper  during  the  last  five  years 
nearly  220,000  bales. 

*^  The  situation  of  the  cotton  trade  of  New  Orleans  demands  the 
most  serious  consideration  of  those  interested,  including  the  labourers, 
pressmen,  and  merchants.  There  it  a  difference  between  what  is 
called  '  croaking '  and  a  plain  statement  of  stubborn  fieMsts,  and  I  am 
candid  in  my  answers,  because  I  consider  that  the  truth  should  be 
known,  and  if  possible  the  proper  correctives  applied. 
Through  flbip*  '*  The  startling  increase  of  through  shipments  this  year  at  the 
mentaf.o.b.  expecse  of  our  local  trade  indicates  how  strong  a  hold  this  f.o.b. 
business,  as  it  is  called,  has  taken.  Facilities  for  buying,  compressing 
and  shipping  from  interior  points  are  multiplying  on  all  sides,  and 
there  is  an  undoubted  disposition  manifested  by  the  railroads  to  dis* 
criminate  against  New  Orleans  in  favour  of  throueb  business. 

''  The  main  causes  for  this  condition  of  our  busmess  may  be  summed 
up  in  throe  wprds, '  dollars  and  cents.'  Buvers  and  shippers  state 
that  it  costs  them  less  to  handle  cotton  direct  from  the  interior  than  in 
New  Orleans.  It  is  not  necessary  to  argue  this  point ;  the  facts  are 
that  the  tranedt  cotton  has  increased  within  the  past  five  years  88  per 
cent.  In  the  years  1880-81  we  had  gross  receipts  of  1,883,849  btdes,  of 
which  466,170  were  in  transit.  For  the  first  seven  months  of  1884-85 
we  had  gross  receipts  of  1,609,941,  of  which  646,907  were  in  transit. 
The  latter  is  for  the  seven  months  ending  March  3lst,  1885.  During 
April  this  year  our  receipts  were  39,805  bales,  of  which  only  11,366 
bales  went  to  presses,  and  last  mouth  (May)  we  received  17,572,  of 
which  5,088  went  to  presses.  This  is  a  matter  in  which  labourers, 
pressmen,  and  merchants  are  all  concerned.  In  fact,  I  may  say  that 
the  entire  city  of  New  Orleans  is  most  deeply  concerned,  as  cotton  is 
the  principal  mainstay  of  this  community.  The  labourers  are  the  first  to 
seriously  reel  the  efiects.  There  is  no  knowing  how  much  deprivation 
may  be  caused  among  that  class  during  the  ensuing  dull  season,  because 
of  the  falling  off  there  has  been  in  their  work.  Whatever  they  may 
do,  if  this  condition  of  a  steadily  diminishing  trade  goes  on,  il  is  onlv 
a  matter  of  time  before  there  will  not  be  siuBcient  work  to  go  round. 
The  number  of  labourera  is  not  decreasing,  while  the  work  is.    Every 
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incb  we  lose  now  will  count  donblj  ag^ainst  ii8  in  oor  efforts  to  regain  Warning  to 
onr  trade.    Bach  year,  unfortunately,  the  system  of  baying  in  the  labour, 
interior  becomes  more  perfect,  and  some  of  our  best  people  are  making 
arrangements  to  engage  in  it." 

Respecting  these  f.o.b.  (free  on  board)  shipments  the  ''New 
York  Shipping  List"  says: — "It  is  but  a  few  years  ago  that  the 
chartering  of  all  cotton  tonnage,  steam  as  well  as  sail,  and  from 
whatever  port  shipments  were  made,  wat<  accomplished  at  this 
port.  It  was  here  that  agents  alwaj^s  sought  employment  for  their 
Tessels,  and  that  shippers  sent  their  orders  for  tonnage.  "With  ^ 
the  advent  of  what  is  known  as  the  'tramp*  steamer  this  business,  gJJS^^'l^^^ 
however,  gradually  drifted  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  where  The "  tramp  "* 
these  steamers  were  owned  and  managed,  and  until  quite  recently  the  steamship, 
greater  portion  of  the  business  which  had  centred  here  was  trans- 
acted in  Liverpool,  Havre,  and  other  European  ports.  These  steamers 
were  enabled  to  accept  such  low  rates  of  freight  that  so  long  as  tramp 
steamers  monopolised  so  large  a  share  of  the  ocean-carrying  traffic 
there  seemed  to  be  little  change  of  the  engagement  of  any  considerable 
part  of  the  cotton  tonnage  returning  to  this  side ;  but  it  appears  that 
m  this  respect  a  new  departure  has  been  taken,  and  anotner  radical 
change  is  taking  place.  Arrangements  have  been  completed  with  the 
railroads  running  to  the  principal  cotton  shipping  ports  of  the  South, 
the  seyeral  lines  of  coast  steamers  coming  from  them  to  New  York, 
and  tlie  great  Transatlantic  line  of  ocean  steamers,  whereby  a  ship- 
ment of  cotton  can  be  brought  now  almost  from  the  point  of  production, 
and  curried  to  its  European  destination  with  better  despatch  and 
promptness,  as  vtell  as  at  lower  rates  of  freight  than  is  possible  by  the 
former  method  of  shipping  by  direct  steamer.  This  is  on  account  of 
the  larger  and  more  powerful  steamers  now  employed  upon  our  coast 
lines,  increased  facilities  for  loading  and  transhipment,  and  the 
enormous  capacity  of  the  powerful  boats  that  now  regularly  ply  on 
the  Transatlantic  ferry.  Thus  a  shipment  brought  by  rail  from  the 
interior  is  put  on  board  the  coast  steamer  the  same  day,  comes  hither 
on  schedule  time,  can  be  readily  transferred  into  the  Atlantic  steamer 
in  a  few  hours,  and  then  crosses  to  Liverpool  in  from  seven  to  eight 
days.  It  is  said  that  in  this  way  shipments  are  not  more  than  15 
or  18  days  en  routes  and  can  be  delivered  with  time-table  regularity. 
The  advantaffes  offered  by  this  method  in  the  saving  of  expense  and 
time  have  already  resulted  in  diverting  large  -shipments  into  this 
channel,  and  the  probabilities  are  that  a  very  consiaerable  proportion 
of  the  present  crop  will  reach  European  markets  in  this  way.  Further" 
more,  it  is  said  that  the  Atlantic  steamers  are  enabled  to  make  doa^^ 
connections  with  the  railroads  running  to  the  manufacturing  towns  im 
England  and  upon  the  Continent,  so  that  in  reality  the  raw  material  is 
almost  taken  from  the  field  to  the  foreign  mill  upon  a  single  bill  of 
lading  and  a  single  rate  of  freight,  without  further  trouble  or  expense 
to  the  shipper  or  spinner.  This  brings  back  to  us  a  share  in  an 
important  carrying  trade,  and  will  prove  a  great  benefit  to  our  lines  of 
coast  steamers ;  but  it  is  in  the  nature  ot  cold  comfort  to  those  who 
heretofore  have  participated  in  the  benefits  of  chartering  tonnage  for 
this  special  line  of  trade." 

Through  all  this  it  will  be  observed  that  though  the  fact  that 
business  has  left  the  city  and  port  is  admitted,  the  causes  which 
induced  the  European  importers  of  cotton  to  adopt  the  new  system 
are  but  lightly  touched.  In  other  reports  I  have  noticed  the  almost 
total  absence  here  of  labour-saving  machinery.  I  have  shown  how  a 
bale  of  cotton  from  its  arrival  to  its  departure  is  ^  handled,*'  and 
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perhaps  I  need  not  repeat  the  statement.  It  is  now  for  the  first  time 
LaWr-saying  suggested  publicly  by  leading  merchants  that  the  port  charges  might 
machineiy.  be  lessened  by  reducing  the  mere  manual  work.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
how  this  proposition  will  be  met  by  the  Trades  Assembly,  and  I  regret 
to  state  that  the  question  is  embittered  by  the  action  of  a  recent  grand 
jury  in  indicting  for  libel  three  of  its  leaders  on  account  of  certain 
placards  carried  in  its  annual  procession. 

It  does  not,  of  course,  matter  to  our  manufacturers  how  or  whence 
they  procure  their  cotton,  so  that  they  can  obtain  it  at  a  remunerative 
price  and  in  good  order ;  but  the  new  system  is  not  without  its  risks, 
and  the  old  one  presented  several  advantages.  It  is  to  the  advantage 
of  the  importer  ti)at  his  cotton  should  be  shipped  under  the  auspices  of 
such  an  institution  as  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange.  The  risks 
of  incorrect  weighing  and  classing,  bad  packing,  loading  in  wet  weather 
or  condition,  pilfering  in  transit,  &c.,  are  reduced  to  a  minimum  under 
its  supervision.  I  therefore  hope,  in  the  interests  of  our  own  people, 
that  a  modus  vivendi  between  labour  and  its  employers  will  be  found, 
and  that  this  port  may  regain  its  business  to  the  benefit  of  all. 


Risks  to 

iranaitof 

cotton. 


ExpoBTS  AND  Imports. 
The  principal  exports  in  British  ships  during  1885  are  as  follows : 


Exports  in 
British  ships. 


Articles. 

Cotton 

„  seed  oil 
„         „    „  cake 
„         „    meal  .. 

„  seed.. 
„         „  soap  stock 

Com  ••        •• 

Bye.. 
Wheat 

,1  •  •        •  • 

Flour 

Staves 
Lumber  (oak) 

Lead  •• 


Bales 

Barrels 

Sacks 


Barrels 
Bushels 
Sacks 
Bushels 

Sacks 

Barrels 

Sacks 

Pieces 

Feet 

Pieces 

Bars 

Pigs 


Quantity. 


889,028 

6,897 

888,148 

868,458 

6,876 

8,738 

6,810,749 

66,460 

64,688 

20,147 

2,472 

1,226 

2,100 

669,766 

160,600 

61,604 

26,287 

62,700 


Small  quantities  of  copper  ore,  rosin,  moss,  honey,  shingles,  lard, 

tallow,  and  tobacco  have  also  been  exported  in  our  ships. 

Comparison  Compared  with  last  year,  the  export  of  cotton  shows  an  increase  of 

with  la»t  year.  2,641  bales,  and  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in  cotton  seed  products, 

except  meal.    In  com  there  is  a  considerable  increase ;  in  rouna  numbers 

6,000,000  bushels  against  2,000,000  bushels,  but  in  wheat  there  is  a 

great  falling  off. 

Imports.  Imports. — I  have  stated  in  previous  reports  the  reasons  why  the 

importation  of  British  goods  has  fallen  away  so  as  to  be  at  present  hardly 

appreciable.     The  World's  Cotton   Centennial  Exposition  gave  our 

manufacturers  a  chance  of  making  a  market,  and  I  pointed  out  the  par- 

*«  C    i»toi       titular  objects  which  would  be  moat  likely  to  gain  attention.    This 

IiJiuSriei'      chance  was  not  taken ;  but  the  Belgians,  who  made  an  admirable  display 

Beige.*'  representative  of  all  their  products,  took  the  hint,  and  have  established 
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an  agency  in  which  82  firms  are  represented,  and  where  the  following 
articles  can  be  sampled  and  priced  :— 

Ladies*  cloth,  encaustic  tiles,  Gourtrai  linens,  handkerchiefs,  cam-  Artieles  from 
brics,  tapestry  for  famiture,  table-covers,  cap  robes,  linen  ticking,  Belgium, 
religioas  books,  chroroo-lithograpbs,  flannels,  woollen  cloths  and  cash- 
meres, real  laces,  knit  goods,  tweeds,  portable  narrow-gauge  railways, 
perfumery  and  fruit  extracts,  sheet  zinc  and  lead,  lamps,  gas  fixtures 
and  bronzes,  railway  materials,  brass  and  reed  musical  instruments, 
veterinary  products,  marble  clocks,  confectionery  and  pharmaceutical 
products,  firearms  of  all  descrintions,  liquors  and  cordials,  kid  gloves, 
toilet  soaps,  paving  stones,  window  glass,  looking  glasses  and  frames, 
table  linen,  buttons  and  trimmings,  enamelled  ironware,  and  printing. 

This  is  the  way,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to  make  a  market.    It  is 
the  way  in  which  we  might  have  kept  and  increased  that  which  we  once 
had  in  this  district,  but  our  trades  do  not  seem  to  understand  that  the 
day  in  which  the  manufacturer  or  the  wholesale  house  might  wait  at 
home  to  be  dealt  with  has  passed.    The  producer  must  now  go  out  and 
meet  the  retailer  more  than  half-wa;^,  or  ne  will  be  intercepted  by  some 
more  enterprising  rival.    An  American  lock  gains  a  gold  medal  at  tbe  Poihing 
"  Inventions,"  and  is  sold  freely  in  the  city  of  Chubb  and  Bramah !  American 
During  a  recent  leave  of  absence  I  met  a  gentleman  who  has  eight  ^^  ^^ 
agencies  for  the  sale  of  American  goods  in  England,  and  he  can  be  met  ">^**®''* 
in  Long  Acre  with  orders  for  American  carriages  and  carriage  materials 
in  his  pocket!    The  fact  that  there  is  nothing  about  the  New  Orleans 
of  to-day  to  render  it  impervious  to  foreign  goods  is  proved  by  the 
establishment  of  the  Belgian  agency,  and  the  success  which  it  has  met 
with ;  I  therefore  venture  to  repeat  what  I  wrote  in  March,  1884,  on 
the  subject  of  the  World's  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition,  and  which 
(substituting  the  words  "  trader  "  for  "  exhibitor,'*  and  "  competition 


in  "  for  "  display  of  ")  applies,  I  think,  to  the  present  :^ 

"  The  intending  exhibitor  will  do  well  to  give  up  preconceived  ideas  Advloe  to 
as  to  what  will  suit  the  American  market.    The  time  in  which  expense  Brf^«h  mainl- 


and gaudiness  were  the  principal  qualities  looked  for  has  passed.  Por  ^^"'*"* 
every  one  person  who  haa  the  means  and  taste  to  buy  objects  of  deco- 
rative art,  or  who  appreciated  art  in  the  shape  or  colouring  of  common 
things  ten  years  ago,  there  now  are  a  hundred." 

Writing  especmlly  of  this  city  and  the  south  generally,  '*  I  recom-  Artieles  re- 
mend  a  display  of  tbe  following  articles  in  the  best  designs  and  at  all  commended 
prices :  china  and  earthenware,  table  and  bedroom  services,  furniture  ^^'  ^ 
of  all  sorts,  table  decorations,  wall  papers,  hangings,  carpets,  rugs,  house  ^"^  ^  ' 
decorations  and  ornaments,  oleographs,  prints,  ^.^  and  kitclen  and  dairy 
utensils ;  all  sorts  of  printed  calicoes,  cretonnes,  chintz ;  all  sorts  of 
fine. cutlery,  toilet  articles,  dressing  case  and  ba^  (mounted),  work* 
boxes  and  fancy  stands,  screens   and  holders;  all  sorts  of   sporting 
(shooting  and  nshing)   tackle,  garden  ornaments,  window  gardening 
materials,  tents  and  awning,  stable  fittings  and  utensils,  school  furni- 
ture   and    appliances;  designs    for  street    pavement,    cleaning,    and 
drainage,  drainage  pipes,  traps,  valves,  tanlcs,  &e»\   cotton  carding, 
spiuninff,  and  weaving  machinery,  machine  tools,  hospital  furniture 
(surgical  appliances,  not  instruments),  and  steam  cranes  and  winches 
for  loading  and  discharging  ships  from  the  wharf." 
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Shipping*  Beturna  with  which  I  am  &Toared  from  the  Oastom-house  and 

my  ooUeagues  show  the  following  movements  of  ships : — 

Entebid. 


by 


BritUh 

AoBtrian 

BelgiftQ 

Danish    •• 

French 

Gennan 

Italian 

M«xican 

BnaaUn  •• 

Spanish 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 


Number. 


885 
477 


16 
21 
95 
28 
5 
58 
18 


Tons. 


889,279 
485,859 

IM&i 
2,101 

28,586 
22,845 
42,128 
17,788 

8,748 
76,861 

8,175 


Crew. 


8,076 

11,100 

861 


584 

147 

1,228 

"79 
1,680 


Cleaxmd. 


British 

American  .  •        • 

Austiian . . 

Belgian 

French    .. 

German 

Italian 

Mexican 

Bossian 

Spanish 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 


Number. 


828 

410 

20 

1 

16 
17 
72 
28 
8 

58 
16 


Tons. 


874,888 

417»584 

14,647 

2,101 
28,586 
19,855 
82,975 
87,869 

2,104 
69,874 

8,176 


Crew. 


18,564 

10,859 

260 

**584 

856 

1,095 

"44 

1,088 


Of  the  abo?e  the  British,  American,  and  Mexican  have  regular 
lines  of  steamers.  The  British  (2),  from  Liverpool,  indirect  and  oirect 
back,  and  tbe  same  ship  will  make  about  four  trips  in  the  course  of  the 
year ;  the  American  (2)  to  New  York  and  back,  and  each  ship  will 
make  tbe  round  yojage  about  once  a  month ;  the  Mexican  (1)  plies 
to  Vera  Cruz  and  back  pretty  reguUrly. 

There  has  been  a  remarkable  increase  of  sailing  ships  of  all  nations 
sailing  ships,  at  this  port  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  During  the  three 
months  ending  December  Slst,  1884,  we  had  89  British  sailing  ships, 
of  84,266  tons,  as  against  58  ships,  55,618  tons,  during  the  cor- 
responding period  of  kst  gear. 


Trips  of  re- 
gular lines. 


Increase  of 


The'' Ameri- 
can "Expo- 
siiion. 


PUBUO  WOBXB. 

The  American  Uxpoeition.'^ThiB  successor  (or  continuation)  of  the 
World's  Cotton  Centennial  Exposition  of  1884-5,  though  started  with 
good  prospects  of  success,  is  (so  far)  a  failure.  The  ori^nal  phm  of 
making  it  an  exhibition  of  goods  manufiustured  in  the  vanous  cities  of 
the  Union  could  not  be  carried  out. 
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JSleetrie   Lifht-^The  city  of  New  Orleans,  lifa^hted  partially  bjElecirio 
electricity  for  80010  time,  is  now  almost  entirely  illuminated  by  this  ligh^ng. 
agent:  the  suburbs  by  tower  lights,  and  the  streets  by  lamps  on 
cranes.     As  this  system  only  came  into  full  operation  on  the   1st 
January,  the  subject  will  more  properly  belong  to  the -present  year. 

IiaOGEATIOir. 

I  have  again  to  giye  a  note  of  warning  against  the  highly-coloured  Wirning  te 
inducements  offered  to  immigrants  in  pamphlets,  purporting  to  describe  omigiante. 
the  resources  of  the  States  within  this  Consular  district.  My  colleague 
in  Texas  will  no  doubt  haye  done  the  like,  but  as  many  poor  people 
who  ba7e  been  ruined  there  by  misrepresentation  come  back  more  or 
less  destitute  through  this  city,  and  make  their  complaints  to  me,  I 
may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  mention  the  £bm^.  These  pamphlets  are 
generally  published  in  the  interests  of  railroad  companies  that  have 
lands  to  oispose  of  along  their  lines,  and  steamship  agents  who  desire 
to  obtain  outward  passengers  sometimes  join  in  the  project  I  have 
tested  the  bona  fides  of  a  so-called  emigration  society  founded  as  above- 
described,  and  find  that  its  exertions  are  not  to  oe  obtained  for  the 
protection  of  the  emigrant.  The  vagrant  laws  of  Louisiana  and  Mis-  Yagzaiit  laws, 
sissippi  are  severe.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  poor-law  relief, 
and  if  from  sickness  or  any  other  cause  the  foreign  labourer  becomes 
destitute,  there  is  only  a  gaol  before  him.  Vagrants  are  defined  as 
**  idle  persons  who,  not  having  visible  means  to  maintain  themselves,  live 
without  employment;  all  persons  wandering  abroad  and  lodging  in 
groceries,  taverns,  beer-houses,  market  places,  sheds,  barns,  uninnabited 
buildings,  or  in  the  open  air,  and  not  giving  a  good  account  of  them- 
selves ;  and  all  persons  wandering  abroad  and  begging.*'  The  practice 
is  to  impose  a  fine,  which  the  ''vagrant "  has  to  work  out  at  a  certain 
rate  per  day. 

PUBUO  HXAIOH. 

The  health  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  during  the  past  year  has  x)i»th  rate, 
been  good.    Its  death  rate,  notwithstanding  the  large  accession  to  its 
populraon  caused  by  visitors  to  the  Exposition,  has  been  below  the 
average. 

New  Orleans,  February  5, 1886. 
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BRAZIL. 

EIO  DE  JANEIEO. 

Seport  hy  Consul  BieketU  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  for  the  Tear  1885. 

The  value  of  the  imports  at  the  port  oi  itio  tor  the  year  1884-85  Imports 
xras  88,521,101  milreia,  or  9,820,406  milreis  lesa  than  in  1883-84,  this  genertllj. 
decrease  having  been  manifested  in  the  trade  with  Great  Britaio,  Erance, 
Germany,  Banda  Oriental,  and  Portugal.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
was  a  slight  increase  in  that  with  the  United  States,  Belgium,  and  the 
Argentine  Eepublic,  the  commerce  however  with  these  countries  having 
been  under  the  average  of  tlie  three  years  preceding. 

In  the  period  from  1881-82  to  1883-84  the  average  import  trade  Average  total 
of  Rio  was  96,732,097  milreis,  wJiile  in  the  period  1878-79  to  1880-81  impor*  trade, 
its  average  was  9i,ll'8,969  milreis.     During  the  teras   18Si-82  to 
1883-84  this  part  of  the  trade  appears  to  have  declined  with  Belgium, 
United  State?,  France,  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  and  Portugal,  while  it 
increased  with  Germany,  Banda  Oriental,  and  Great  Britain. 

In  Table  No.  2,  herewith  annexed,  are  given  the  values  in  milreis  Value  of 
of  the  principal  articles  imported  to  Bio  from  all  countries.  imports 

From  these  it  will  be  observed  that  during  the  last  years  1884-85  generally, 
there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  every  article,  with  the 
exception  of  salt,  meat,  fish,  paints,  perfumery,  copper  and  lead. 

We  will  now  see  how  some  of  this  commerce  was  affected  between 
the  years  1881-82  and  1883-84. 

Salt  Fish.—Oi  this,  4,503,466  kilos.,  value  900,693  milreis,  were  Salt  fish, 
imported  in  1884-85,  the  average  quantity  from  1881-82  and  1883-84 
having  been  4,125,004  kilos. 

Of  this,  28,398,743  kilos,  were  imported  in  1884r-85,  value  5,679,748  Dried  meat 
milreis.     Average  from  1881-82  to  1883-84  was  23,804,430  kilos.,  value 
4,760,884  milreis. 

lu  addition  to  what  is  imported  from  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres, 
about  1,500,000  kilos,  are  furnished  annually  to  this  market  by  the 
province  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul. 

The  annual  average  consumption  of  the  same  during  the  last  five 
years  may  be  taken  at  25,842,230  kilos,  more  or  less. 

Its  price  in  1885  was  200  reis  to  440  reis  the  kilogramme.  Mixed 
with  black  beans  and  cooked  into  a  soup,  it  forms  the  staple  article  of 
food  of  the  masses  of  this  country. 

Perfumery, — In  1884-85  there  were  261,194  kilos,  imported  from  Perfumery, 
all  countries,  official  value  413,027  milreis.    Average  quantity  from 
1881-82  to  1883-84  was  238,067  kilos ,  value  485,745  milreis. 

Paints  and  Varnish. — In  1883-84  the  quantity  imported  was  659,118  Paints  and 
kilos.,  value  269,405  milreis.    In  1884-85  the  quantity  was  711,768  ▼amiah. 
kilos.,  value  271,588  milreis. 

Perfumery,  paints,  and  varnish  are  sent  from  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  France. 

Pine  Wood, — ^This  is  furnished  from  Sweden,  Canada,  and  the  United  Phie  wood.  ' 
State?. 

Quantities  of  this  were : — 
[301]  0 
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JLmerican. 


Baltic. 


Beer. 


Amebicait  Fine. 

Feet  lineal. 

1888 18,150,560 

1884 12,976,888 

1885 12,680,839 

Baltio  Fiki. 

Feet  lineal. 

1888 9,864,071 

1884 10,404»698 

1885    • 8,587,698 

The  sizes  of  this  Ysrj  from  V  to  12'",  there  being  a  large  sale  for 
planks  V  x  9"  x  14"  by  14',  16',  18',  and  20'  long. 

The  total  value  of  pine  wood  imported  last  year  was  785,626  milreis. 
Country  woods  are  heavy,  difficult  to  work  up,  and  expensive,  owing  to 
high  rates  of  carriage,  hence  the  demand  for  foreign  timber. 

Prices  were-^Baltio  87,600  to  47,000  milreis  per  dozen ;  American 
115  to  180  reis  per  foot. 

Beer» — In  1884-85  the  quantity  imported  from  Germany,  G-reat 
Britain,  and  Denmark,  but  more  especially  Germany,  was  1,019,887  litres, 
value  485,890  milreis. 

The  following  quantities  are  also  quoted : — 


188S< 

1884 
1885, 


Wines. 


Flour. 


from  which  it  seems  the  number  of  cases  is  increasing  and  barrels 
diminishing.  The  trade  in  this  article  from  Germany  is  seven  times 
greater  than  that  with  England.  Owing  to  the  establishment  of  native 
breweries  this  trade  may  be  said  to  be  on  the  decline.  Price  of 
Carlsberg,  78300  reis  to  7$750  reis  the  dozen. 

Winet, — In  1884-85  the  quantity  imported  was  15,758,558  litres,. 
Tilue  4,039,185  milreis.  Average  quantity  from  1881-82  to  1888-84 
was  17,434,855  litres,  value  4,577,410  milreis. 

Theeo  are  supplied  by  !E^nce  and  Portugal,  but  more  especially 
the  latter,  the  Portuguese  wines  being  preferred  to  the  acid  mixtures 
sold  as  French. 

Flour.— In  1884-85  the  total  imported  was  81,671,815  kilos.,  value 
3,167,181  milreis.  Average  from  1881-82  to  1888-84  was  87,560,120 
kilos.,  value  8,765,011  milreis. 

This  is  supplied  from  Eiver  Plate,  Trieste,  and  the  United  States, 
the  latter  country  furnishing  the  chief  portion  of  this  necessary  of 
life.  The  United  States  is  however,  owins;  to  difference  in  the  price  of 
transport,  ere  long  likely  to  find  formidable  competitors  in  this  respect 
in  the  countries  adjoining  the  Biver  Plate.  A  small  quantity  in  the  year 
1884  was  shipped  to  this  port  from  New  Zealand. 

Prices  were  per  barrel : — 

Beia        Beis. 
Bichmond  ••        ••        ••        ••        171500  to  21$000 

Trieste       17|500      21|500 

Plate         UfOOO      181000 

The  Quantity  now  imported  from  Plate  is  equal  to  about  one-quarter  c$ 
that  rrom  the  States. 
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JRiee. — ^Thk  is  ftupplied  bj  Great  Britain  and  Burmah,  bnt  more  ^ice. 
atpeciallj  the  latter  country.  £ioe  of  a  very  good  quality  is  grown  in 
Br aiil,  and  the  Tguape  rice  fetches  a  higher  price  in  the  market  than 
the  Indian.  In  Minas  large  quantities  of  riee  are  grown  for  home 
ecmaomption ;  it  is  planted  in  many  dtatricta  in  hill  lands,  and  is  of  an 
excellent  quality.  On  labour  improving  and  transport  by  the  railways 
diminishing  in  price,  supplies  from  ue  interior  will  be  no  doubt 
augmented. 

Imported  from  India  last  year  were  166,607  sacks ;  from  England, 
7,291  sacks:  total,  178^88  sacks.  Average  from  1881-82  to  1883-84 
was  214,761  sacks.  Prices  varied  last  year  from  8^500  reis  to  lOSOOp 
reis  a  sack. 

Tea. — In  1884-85  the  quantity  of  this  artide  imported  was  74,141  f^ 
kilos.,  ol&cial  value  222,425  milreis,  the  average  quantity  in  the  three 
years  1881-82  to  1883-84  having  been  95,478  kilos.    A  small  portion 
of  this  proceeds  from  Germany,  but  the  chief  quantity  comee  from  Great 
Britain. 

3iarket  Pr«?c».— Green,  3$000  reis  to  4$200  reis  the  kilo. ;  black, 
3S000  reis  to  3$6(X)  reis  the  kilo.  Little  tea  is  drunk  in  this  country, 
the  principal  beverage  being  coffee. 

Earthenware, — In  1884-85  the  official  value  of  earthenware  was  Earthenware. 
873,040  milreis,  the  average  value  during  the  three  yean  1881-82  to 
1^3-84  having  bsen  423,176  mikeis. 

Qlau. — The  vidue  of  glass  entered  in  1883-84  was  453,977  milreis,  Glaai. 
and  in  1884r-85, 495,363  milreis. 

These  two  articles  are  furnished  by  Germany,  Belgium,  France,  and 
Great  Britain  in  nearly  equal  proportions;  the  quality,  generally 
fpeaking,  is  indifferent. 

Faper^'^^la   1884-85  the  quantity  o^  this  imported  for  printing  Paper. 
purposes  was  1,948,199  kilos.,  official  value  480,307  milreis,,  the  average 
for  I  he  three  years  previously  having  been  2,016,209  kilos.,  and  average 
official  value  498,271  milreis. 

Cottons. — This  class  of   goods   forms  the    staple  import  to  this  Goltoni. 
country.    It  is  supplied  by  Germany,  Beigiam,  United  States,  France, 
and  Great  Britain,  the  latter  beiug  the  chief  importing  market. 

In  1884-85  the  total  quantity  furnished  by  all  countries  was 
7506,280  kilos. :  the  average  quantity  in  the  year  1878-79  to  1880-81 
having  been  7,593,771  kilos.;  m  1881-82  to  3883-84,  7,764,159  kiloe-; 
the  quantity  for  last  year  being  less  than  the  average. 

The  official  value  of  all  cottons  introduced  to  Eio  was  in  1884-85, 
20,210,498  milreis ;  the  average  official  value  in  1878-7i)  to  1881-82 
haying  been  19,899,535  mibreis ;  in  1881-82  to  1883-84,  20,640,722 
milreis ;  so  that  the  total  official  value  for  the  last  year  was  a  little  less 
than  the  average  of  the  last  three  years. 

BnlliantSy  JBdshopi'    Lawne,   OrenadinoM, — ^The  quantity  of  these  Brilliaats, 
imported    in    1884-85    amounted    to    126,777    kilos.,   official    value  }>"^op«* 
664^889  milreis.    The  average  of  these  in  the  three  previous  years  having    "^fjj^ 
been  189,1 10  kilos.,  value  1,144,317  milreis,  and  the  average  value  of  the  8?'®'^**"^®"' 
period  187&-79  to  1880-81  having  been  1,209,988  milreis,  it  is  evident 
that  the  import  of  this  class  of  cotton  goods  has  been  diminishing  for 
some  years  past. 

Printed  Angolas,  TrowseringSy  Printed  Drills^  Corded  Prints^  and  Ptinted 
jMtre  Prints.— The  quantity  of  these  imported  in  1884-85  is  given  at  'A."»«ol*?» 
ly460,733  kilos.,  the  official  value  having  been  3,152,872  mUreis.    The  ^ri^fJS'i 
ftverages    were:    1878-79    to    80-81,  840,844    kiios.;   official    value ^^^ ^J?I^ 
1^2,196  milrei^.    In  this  class  then  there  is  a  marked  improvement,    and  lustre 
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Coloured  and 

-white 

domestics. 


Made-up 
cIoihtB. 


Hand- 
kerchiefi(. 


Woollens. 


White  Whife  Oalieoes.— In  1884-85  there  were  828,226   kilos.;  oflScial 

calicoes.  value  1,656,452  milreis.    Averapre  from  1878-79  to  1880-81,  920,886 

kilos.;  oflBcial  value  1,767,753  milreis;  1881-82  to  1 883-84-,  883,856 

kilos. ;  value  1,667,046  milreis.     There  is  therefore  a  falling  oflF  in  this 

period  of  87,330  kilos.,  value  100,707  milreis,  the  last  year^eing  slightly 

under  last  averae^e. 

0  mbrics,  Cambrics,  Printed  Stuffs,  Coloured  Calicoes.-^In  188i-85  there  were 

S^loired'^       1,388,798  kilos. ;  official  value  6,594,009  milreis.    Averaije  from  1878-79 

'*ftiicoc«.  *o  1880-81, 1,352,047  kilos. ;  official  value,  4,944,309  milreis.    Average 

from  1881-82  to  1883-84. 1,478,197  kilos. ;  official  value  5,520,000  milreis. 

•In  this  class  the  last  three  ^ears  shows  an  advance  over  the  first  three 

years,  the  years  1884-85  being  a  little  under  the  average. 

Coloured  and  White  Domestics, — This  coarse  sort  of  goods  is  much 
used  by  the  poorer  classes  of  natives,  and  the  quantities  of  it  imported 
have  hitherto  been  greater  than  any  other. 

In  1884-85  there  were  2,216,975  kilos. ;  official  value  3,244,564 
milreis.  The  averages  were.  1878-79  to  1880-81,  3,314,093  kUos. ; 
official  value  6,057,048  milreis;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  2,744,262  kilos.; 
official  value  4,093,219  milreis.    In  this  there  is  a  marked  decline. 

Made-up  Clothes, — In  1884-85  the  valup  of  this  was  1,468,290  milreis. 
The  average  value  from  1878-79  to  1880-81  was  1,912,388  milreis,  and 
from  1881-82  to  1883-84,  1,639,858  milreis,  showing  a  steady  decline. 

Handkefxhiefs.^ln    1884-85   there  were  168,196  kilos.;    official 
co^tln^i  &c  ^'^^"^  672,786  milreis.    Average  from  1881-82  to  1883-84  was  182,486 
^  '      '  kilos. ;  official  value  731,404  milreis;  hence  also  a  decline  in  this  class 
of  goods. 

Woollens,'^The  total  of  these  imported  from  all  countries  in 
1884-85  was  1,591,646  kilos. ;  official  value  6,176,858  milreis.  The 
averages  from  1878-79  to  1880-81  were  1,942,958  kilos. ;  official  value 
7^810,399  milreis.  From  1881-82  to  1883-84, 1,799,343  kilos.;  official 
value  7,342,037  milreis. 

From  these  figures  the  woollen  trade  generally  with  this  port  would 
appear  to  be  declining. 

We  will  now  see  in  what  class  of  goods  this  decline  is  manifested. 
Baizes,  Baetones,  Flannels,  and  Blankets. — In  1884-85  these  were 
599,745  kilos.;  official  value  1,157,541  milreis.  From  1878-79  to  1880-81, 
873,287  kilos.;  official  value  1,466,475  milreis.  From  3881-82  to 
1883-84,722,425  kilos. ;  official  value  1,326,093  milreis;  the  difference 
between  the  two  periods  being  150,862  kilos.,  value  141,382  milreis,  so 
that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  this  class  of  goods  since  the  year 
1878. 

Bareges,  Alpacas,  Casimirs,  and  Merinos. — ^The  import  of  these  in 
1884-85  was  521,833  kilos.,  official  value  2,736,250  milreis.  The 
averages  of  1878-79  to  1880-81,  517,782  kilos.;  official  value 
3,655,311  milreis  ;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  554,527  kilos.;  official  value 
3,457,050  milreis.  In  these  two  periods  we  observe  an  increase  in 
quantity  and  a  fall  in  value,  the  last  year  being  under  the  last  average 
in  quantity  and  value. 

Cloth.— The  total  quantity  of  this  in  1884-85  was  209,012  kilos., 
official  value  817,856  milreis.  The  averages  were  1878-79  to  1880-81, 
195,521  kilos. ;  official  value  830,256  milreis ;  1881-82  to  1883-84, 
207,556  kilos. ;  official  value  826,785  milreis.  In  this  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  steady  increase  in  quantity,  and  a  fall  in  the  official  value. 

Sats. — ^In  1884-85  there  were  imported  83,579  hats,  official  value 
227,290  milreis.  The  average  in  1878-79  to  1880-81  were  162,872 
hats  ;  1881-82  to  1883-84, 110,053  hats.  These  figures  show  a  steady 
decline  in  this  branch. 


Baizei*, 

baetones, 
flannels,  and 
blankets. 


Baregeii, 
alpacas, 
casimirs,  and 
merinos. 


Cloth. 


Hats. 
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Zinens. — The  total  quantity  of  these  imported  in  1884r-85  was  Linens. 
3,287,627  kilos.;  official  value  2,737,578  milreis.  The  average  from 
1878-79  to  1880-81,  3,805i380  kilos. ;  official  value  3,416,180  milreis ; 
1881-82  to  1883-84,  8,657,963  kilos. ;  official  value  3,301,994  milreis. 
Heuce  in  this  hranch  of  imports  there  would  also  appear  bo  have  been  a 
steady  decline. 

Hessians  and  Osnahurghs. — Quantity  imported  in  1884-85  of  these  Hessians  and 
was  2,130,290  kilos. ;  official  value  1,078,404  milreis.  Average  in  1878-  Osnaburghs. 
79  to  1880-81,  2,746,612  kilos. ;  official  value  1,387,032  ;  1881-82  to 
1883-84,  2,571,926  kilos.;  official  value  1,446,741  milreis.  In  these  there 
has  been  a  decline  in  quantity  in  the  last  three  years  and  a  slight  increase 
in  value,  the  year  1884-85  being  considerably  less  than  the  average  in 
both. 

Whiie  Drill  Irlandas. — ^In  1884-85  there  were  314,553  kilos.,  official  White  drills 
value  767,043  milreis.    Averages  were  as  above,  389,861  kilos.,  official  irlandas. 
value  991,685  milreis;  398,702  kilos.,  official  value  952,846  milreis,  show- 
ing an  increase  in  quantity  and  a  decrease  in  value,  the  last  year  being 
much  under  the  average. 

Erom  the  foregoing  it  is  to  be  observed  that  during  the  last  six  years 
the  cotton  trade  with  this  port,  eenerallj  speaking,  has  held  its  own, 
while  that  in  woollens  and  linens  has  manifested  sigas  of  decline.  This 
may  be  attributed  among  other  things  to  the  fact  that  articles  of  cotton 
clothing  are  more  suitable  to  the  climate,  and  cost  less  than  linen  and 
woollen  stuffs.  In  cotton  goods  the  chief  falling  off  has  taken  place  in 
bishops'  lawns,  grenadines,  brilliants,  white  ^icoes  and  made-up 
clothes,  but  more  especially  in  domestics.  In  woollens  the  principal 
decline  has  been  in  baizes,  blankets,  flannels,  hats,  and  in  linens, 
Hessians,  and  Osnabur^rhs,  and  latcerly  in  white  drills.  The  causes  of  this 
non-expansion  of  trade  in  some  of  these  things  and  of  its  decline  in 
others  are  to  be  found  in  the  increase  of  price  which  follows  on  a  fall 
in  exchange  ;  in  the  heavy  and  ever-increasing  rates  of  import  duties 
and  in  the  supplies  now  being  brought  out  by  native  manufacturers. 

Duties. — ^^rhese  collected  on  cottons,  woollens,  and  linens  show  an  Datlea 
average  of  from  45  per  cent,  to  46J  per  cent,  on  the  official  values  (i.e., 
on  both  qualities  of  goods,  coarse  and  fine).  These  official  values,  when 
the  tariff  was  first  struck,  were  fixed  at  a  high  limit ;  the  real  values  have 
been  falling  in  many  things  for  years  past ;  the  consequence  is  that  the 
present  rates  collected  form  in  reality  a  charge  varying  from  35  per 
cent,  to  80  per  cent,  and  100  per  cent.,  a  weight  not  easy  to  be  borne. 
Henco  this  branch  of  trade  is  prevented  from  expanding,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  it  shows  no  signs  of  improvement,  yet  imports, 
it  must  be  recollected,  form  the  chief  source  of  the  revenue  of  this 
country. 

CoUon  Mills, — Of  these  there  are  in  Cotton  mills. 

Citty  and  province  of  Bio ••  15 

In  Minas ••         ••         ••  14 

„  S&oPanlo 13 

„  Bahia          12 

Woollen  mills,  one  in  Bio  Grande  do  Sul  and  one  in  Bio  do 

Janeiro ..         ••         •«  2 

Cotton  mills  in  other  places  . .        • 6 
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The  Brazil  Indaairial  contnina  at  woik •  800 

PetropditaBS,  at  work         ..         ••  110 

,,  setting  up,  additional         690 

San  Pedro  d'Alcanutara       ••         ..         ..        ••         ••  100 

Pao  Grande .• 56 

,,  mounting  ••         ..  40 

St.Alezio ,•         ..  100 

PootadoOaju  80 

Lorangdras ••         ••         ••         .«  158 

„  Betting  up         •         ..  5$ 

YiUa  Isabel,  in  course  of  conEtmetion 300 


From  certain  data  which  we  have  before  us,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
in  the  62  mills  there  will  be  contained  more  or  less  4,836  looms 
and  225,122  spindles.  Number  of  metres  of  stuff  manufactured, 
88,121,568  per  annum  ;  value  about  250  reis  per  metre.  Number  of 
persons  employed  8,370.  Spinners  receive  for  wages  800  reis  to  IgSOO  reis 
per  diem ;  weavers,  2S00O  reis  to  2$400  reis  per  diem ;  overseers,  say 
8001000  reis  a  month. 

The  capital  of  43  of  these  mills  is  16,000,000  milreis,  the  property 
of  Brazilian  companies.  They  are  worked  in  most  places  by  watar 
power.  Among  the  articles  manufactured  are  domestics  (white  and 
coloured),  regattas,  trowserings,  baizes,  blankets,  union,  and  woollen 
cassinets  ;  these  being  for  the  most  part  made  up  from  native  material. 
Woollen  cloth,  jute  sacking,  and  sacks  are  all  manu£BU!tured  from  im- 
ported yams.  * 

The  stuffs  made  are  of  a  coarser  and  stouter  texture  than  those 
imported,  and  are  sold,  it  is  said,  about  10  per  cent,  under  the  market 
prices  of  foreign  goods  of  same  description. 

Domestic,  Osnaburghs,  regattas,  jute  sacks,  and  trowserings  have 
been  much  cut  into  by  native  manufacturers,  and  will,  it  is  supposed 
by  some,  in  a  few  years'  time  cease  to  be  imported. 

As  a  general  rule  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  cannot  be  said  to 
be  much  addicted  to  industrial  pursuits,  their  chief  employment  being 
connected  with  planting  and  agriculture.  Aided,  however,  by  foreign 
invention,  foreign  workmen,  and  foreign  engineers,  and  protected  by 
the  excesnive  and  ever-increasing  rate  of  duties  imposed  on  foreign 
goods,  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  manufacture  of  certain  classes  of 
«tuffs  may  be  undertaken  with  a  fair  prospect  of  profit,  and  hence  the 
number  of  mills  erected  and  in  process  of  construction  in  this  country. 

Leather. — ^The  total  value  oi  this  imported  to  llio  for  1884-85  was 
2,465,280  milreis.  The  average  value  imported  from  1878-79  to  1880-81 
was  3,168,171  milreis,  and  from  1881-82  to  1883-84,  2,886,966  milreis, 
showing  a  decline  in  this  import  generally.  This  has  been  falling  off 
jsteadily  since  the  year  1880-81. 

Dried  and  Tanned  Hides. — ^In  1884-85  there'were  imported  246,360 
kilos.,  official  value  570,572  milreis.  The  average  quantities  were  in 
1878-79  to  1880-81,  333,902  kilos ;  in  1881-82  to  1888-84,  291,190 
kilos. 

The  average  official  value  from  1881-82  to  1883-84  was  675,448 
milreis.    These  figures  show  a  decrease  in  this  article. 

Shoes  and  Boots. — In  1884-85  the  number  imported  was  1,162,091 
pairs,  official  value  1,745,613  milreis.  From  1878-79  to  1880-81 
the  average  number  was  1,441,156  pairs ;  1881-82  to  1883-84, 1,197,086 
pairs.  Great  improvements  in  native  tanning  and  native  workshops 
established  for  the  purpose  of  making  boots  and  shoes  have,  among 
other  things,  tended  to  the  decline  in  this  branch  of  import  trade. 
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MetaU. — The  value  of  all  metals  introdaced  to  Eio  in  1884-85  was  Metali. 
4,870,187  milreis.    The  average  official  value  from  1878-79  to  1880-81 
was  4,556,700 milreis;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  5,423,163  milreis. 

The  average  quantities  were  as  follows : — 

1878-79  to  1880-81. 

Kilos. 

Copper 8H851 

Steel 262,172 

Iron        .«         ••      6,866,656 

Tin         777,684 

1881-82  to  1888-84. 

KUoB. 

Copper 417,070 

Steel       878,278 

Iron        6,067,002 

Tin         928,908 

or  an  increase  in  quantities  of  copper,  steel,  and  tin,  and  a  decrt ase  in 
iron. 

Further,  the  value  of  copper  for  uses  not  specified,  such  as  tubing, 
wire,  and  other  things  imported  in  1884-85  was  624,382  milreis,  the 
average  in  three  years  previously  bein^  647,821  milreis. 

Iron  and  Steel  Bails,— TYiq  average  frorr*  1878-79  to  1880-81  was 
318,960 milreis;  from  1881--82  to  1883-81-,  889,989 milreis. 

Iran  and  Steely  vses  not  Specified. — The  averages  were,  1878-79  to 
1880-81,  1,846,564  milreis;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  2,615,960  milreis. 
Zinc,  lead,  and  tin  are  also  much  used. 

Machinery, — The  official  value  of  this  in  1884-85  was  3,631,106  Machinery* 
mibeis,  or  a  little  less  than  in  the  orevious  year. 

The  average  value  of  this  from  1878-79  to  18S0-81  was  2,457,597 
milreis;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  3,447,921  mibreis;  so  that  in  this 
branch  also  there  is  a  decided  improvement,  ^nder  this  heading  is 
included  agricultural  and  farming  implements,  copying  presses,  steam 
cranes,  hydraulic  presses,  sleepers,  stills,  and  locomotives. 

In  the  foregoing  we  have  seen  the  difference  existing  in  quantity 

.  and  value  of  some  of  the  chief  items  in  the  general  import  trade  of  Rio 

during  the  last  six  years.    We  will  now  endfeavour  to  ascertain  how  the 

traffic  of  some  of  the  countries  furnishing  these  supplies  was  affected 

during  the  same  period. 

Imports  from  Oermany. — A  reference  to  Table  No.  III.  shows,  as  Imports  from 
regards  the  import  trade  with  Germany,  that  in  woollens  between  Qermanj. 
1878-79  and  1883-84  the  trade  has  been  almost  stationery.  Linens 
have  declined  30  per  cent.  Iron  and  machinery  has  fallen  off,  but  in 
articles  such  as  paper,  salt  and  preserved  provisions,  the  increase  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  has  been  considerable.  Further,  the  cotton 
trade  has  augmented  10*95  per  cent. 

In  the  general  imports  of  this  country  there  has  also  been  an 
increase  of  about  0*56  per  cent,  the  year  1884-85  having  been  less  than 
the  average  of  the  three  previous  years. 

Among  the  merchandise  furnished  by  Germany  we  find  also  the 
following  articles : — 
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Articles. 

1888-84. 

1884-85. 

Cereals          

Beer  and  wine 
Perfumery      .. 
Chemicals 

Timber           

Material  of  war 

Muncal  instruments  •  •         •  • 

Milieis. 
566,840 
877.053 
108,674 
894,019 
221,189 
110,863 
107,124 

Milreis. 
259,992 
847,262 
114,332 
876,180 
817,073 
80,032 
106,971 

Imports 
France. 


Ebancb. 

from  Imports  from  France, — From  Table  No.  I.  ifc  is  evident  that  the 
value  of  the  import  trade  with  this  countrj  has  fallen  off  during  the 
period  mentioned.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  value  of  cottons, 
silk,  and  machinery,  and  a  decline  in  woollens,  linens,  leather,  metals, 
wines,  salt,  and  preserved  provisions.  Last  year's  trade  was  also  con- 
siderably less  thnn  the  average. 

Among  the   articles  supplied  to  this  country  by  !&rench  enterprise 
we  find  also  in  the  years 


Articles. 

1888-84. 

1884-85. 

Cereals           

Perfumery 

Chemicals 

Timber           

Paper 

Tiles,  mosaic,  &c 

Earthenirare  and  glass 
Watches,  clocks,  &c.  .  • 
Muisical  instruments  •  • 

Milreis. 
819,811 
812,958 
544,580 
210,868 
516,887 
860,740 
166,629 
282,881 
186,762 

Mili^is. 
89,664 
298,668 
444,422 
176,716 
882,681 
286,062 
202,658 
808,666 
164,086 

XJinTED  States. 

Imports  from         ^  *^®  general  import  trade  of  this  country  the  value  has  fallen  off 
United  States,  during  same  period  about  70,451  milreis,  bo  that  it  may  be  considered 
to  have  remained  more  or  less  stationary. 

There  has  been  (see  Table  III.)  a  decided  increase  in  flour,  and  a 
diminution  in  metals  and  cottons. 

In  addition  to  above  we  have  to  notice  a  trade  in — 


Articles. 

1888-84. 

1884-86. 

8alt  provisions          •• 
Timber          •.         •• 
Watches  and  clocks  .. 
Instruments,  snrgica],  &o.    .. 

Milreis. 
668.842 
689,607 
60,694 
108,497 

Milreis. 

877,782 

413,661 

41,066 

26,807 

Bbloivm. 

Imports  from         From  Table  I.  it  is  evident  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  of  about 
Belgum.        18  per  cent,  in  the  general  import  trade  of  Belgium  during  above- 
mentioned  period. 
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This  has  been  manifested  among  other  things  in  cottons,  woollens, 
linen,  and  leather,  there  having  been  an  increase  in  metals. 

In  addition  to  the  above  articles  mentioned  in  Table  III.^  there  were 
imported  from  same  country  in- — 


Articles 

1888-84. 

1884-86. 

Salt  provisions 
WiDOS,  spirits 
Chemicals       ••         ••         •• 

Silk 

Paper 

Earthenware  and  glass         • . 
Material  of  war         •• 

Milreis. 
112,880 
128,808 
154,000 
62,889 
888.408 
176,189 
189,665 

Milreis. 
228,296 
166,268 
178,819 
66,500 
427,488 
221,608 
111,417 

BaKDA.   OfilENTAL. 

In  the  general  import  trade  of  this  country  the  value  has  increased  Imports  from 
in  same  period.     This  is  more  especially  noticed  with  reference  to  salt  Bands 
meat  and  specie,  there  having  been  a  decrease  in  fruits,  vegetables,  Oriental, 
cereals,  haj,  &c. 

Bbitibh  IsfPOBT  Tbade. 


The  value  of  the  general  import  trade  of  Great  Britain  for  1884-85 
is  given  at  36,265,211  milreis,  an  amount  much  under  the  average. 
This  was  in  1878-79  to  1880-81,  37,001,75*  milreis  (a) ;  in  1881-82  to 
1883-84,  40,041,742  milreis  (b).  Competition  and  a  glut  of  markets 
during  1882-83  to  1883-84  has  probably  been  among  other  things  the 
cause  of  the  decrease  here  mentioned. 

Comparing  the  latter  period  (b)  mentioued  with  the  former  (a),  we 
observe  the  increase  in  the  total  import  trade  of  Great  Britain  was 
about  8*21  per  cent.,  the  augmentation  in  same  term  in  the  German 
trade  (see  Table  I.)  9'56  per  cent.,  so  that  the  latter  increased  in  a 
somewhat  greater  ratio  than  the  former. 

The  official  value  of  the  average  import  trade  of  Rio  with  all  coun- 
tries not  including  Great  Britain  was  in  1878-79  to  1880-81, 57,197,215 
milreis;  1881-82  to  1883-84,  56,090,353  milreis,  or  a  decline  of  about 
506)860  milreis ;  showing  that  while  British  import  trade  has  increased, 
that  with  all  other  countries  has  diminished. 

Cotton  Goods  Jro^n  Great  Britain. — In  1884-85  the  official  value 
imported  was  14,939,446  milreis,  a  sum  slightly  under  the  average. 
Average  from  1878-79  to  1880-81,  14,207,808  milreis  (a);  from 
1881-82  to  1883-84, 15,070,645  milreis  (&) ;  showing  an  increase  of  a 
little  more  than  6  per  cent,  in  latter  term  b. 

In  same  period  values  of  German  cotton  goods  increased  10*95  per 
cent.  Erench  had  an  increase  of  41,391  milreis,  and  United  States  an 
increase  of  82,238  milreis. 

Woollens  from  Great  Britain, — The  value  of  these  imported  from 
Great  Britain  in  1884-85  was  3,017,562  milreis,  a  figure  considerably 
less  than  the  average.  Average  official  value  in  1878-79  to  1880-81, 
3,588,057  milreis ;  (a)  1881-82  to  1883-84,  3,337,970  milreis  (5),  or  a 
decrease  of  over  5  per  cent,  in  latter  period  (b). 

The  German  trade  in  this  respect  was  more  or  less  stationary.  In 
the  French  and  Belgian  there  was  a  decline  (see  Table  III). 

Value  of  Linens  from  Great  Britain. — These  were  in  official  value  in 
1884-85  1,688,922  milreis,  or  a  figure  considerably  under  the  average. 


General 
imports  from 
Great  BriUin. 

Average. 


Cotton  goods 
from  Oreat 
Britain. 


Woollens  from 
Oreat  Britain. 


Linens  from 
Great  Britain* 
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Leather  from 
Great  Britain. 


Xetals  from 
Great  Britain. 


Machinery 
from  Great 
Britain. 


Salt  proviaions 
from  Great 
Britahi. 


Coal. 


Average  from  1878-79  to  1880-81, 1,826,695  milreis ;  firom  1881-82  to 
1883-84,  2)090,813  milreis ;  showing  an  increase  of  264,118  milreis  in 
latter  period  over  former.  In  the  same  period  the  German  linen  import 
fell  off  204,004  milreis,  or  about  31  per  cent.,  the  French  98,281  mill- 
reis,  and  Belgian  56,008  milreis. 

Leather  from  Great  Britain. — Total  value  of  this  ia  1884-85  was 
1,161,188  milreis,  this  amount  being  under  the  average.  Average  from 
1878-79  to  1880-81  was  1,274,726  milreis  {a)  ;  average  from  1881-82  to 
1883-84,  1,243,017  mibreis  (5),  showing  a  decrease  of  31,709  milreis 
in  ft.  In  the  French  imports  value  in  latter  period  declined  317,642 
milreis,  and  Belgian  40,308  milreis. 

Metah  from  Cheat  Britain^ — ^The  value  of  metals  from  Great 
Britain  in  1884-85  was  3,344,698  milreis,  being  less  than  tlve  average 
of  last  three  years.  Average  in  1878-79  to  1880-81  was  2,969,478 
milreis  (a)  ;  average  in  1881-82  to  1883-84,  3,847,975  milreis  \h) ; 
showing  an  increase  of  878,497  milreis  in  ft.  In  German  trade  the 
decline  was  in  same  period  16,510  milreis,  and  in  French  29,257  mil- 
reis. The  Belgian  increase  was  70,280  milreis ;  United  States  a  slight 
decrease  only. 

Machviery  from  Great  Britain, — Value  for  1884-85  was  2,314,947 
milreis,  this  being  above  the  average  of  the  term  a.  Average  in 
1878-79  to  1880-81,  1,435,219  milreis  (a);  average  in  1881-82  to 
1883-84,  2,518,872  milreis  (ft),  or  an  increase  of  1,083,653  milreis  in 
term  ft.  In  German  imports  there  was  a  decrease  of  109,625  milreis  ; 
in  French  an  increase  of  50,857  milreis  ;  United  States  an  increase  of 
2,767  milreis. 

Salt  Provisions  from  Great  Britain. — These  in  1884-85  were 
617,176  milreis,  in  1878-79  to  1880-81  747,064  mibeis,  in  1881-82  to 
1883-84  892,758  milreis,  or  an  increase  of  145,694  milreis  in  latter 
term  over  former.  At  same  time  there  was  an  increase  from  Germany 
of  139,773  milreis,  decrease  from  France  39,446  milreis,  increase  from 
Banda  Oriental  634,901  milreis. 

Coal—In  1884-85,  218,878  tons;  average  in  1878-79  to  1880- 
81, 157,228  tons ;  average  in  1881-82  to  1883-84,  230,533  tons. 

The  value  of  the  British  import  trade  for  1883-84  and  1884-85  in 
detail  is  to  be  found  in  Annex  Table  IV. 

In  looking  over  this  table  it  will  be  noticed  there  has  been  a  falling 
off  in  the  trade  of  every  article  with  the  exception  of  salt  provision?, 
silk,  earthenware  and  glass,  copper,  lead,  and  tm,  cutlery  and  instru- 
ments, the  mass  of  this  trade  having  been  less  by  5,598,564  milreis,  or 
at  present  rate  of  exchange  about  430,659/.  sterling. 


EXFOBTS. 


Exports  gene 
ral. 


The  value  of  these  in  the  years  1884-85  is  given  at  109,145,024 
milreis  (see  Table  V.),  a  figure  far  in  excess  of  mat  of  the  preceding 
year,  which  was  but  86,726,765  milreis.  This  increase  is  due  m  a  great 
measure  to  the  increase  in  the  export  of  coffee,  of  which  hereafter.  The 
valae  of  last  year's  exports  is  also  higher  than  the  average  of  the  last 
six  years,  which  was  from  1878-79  to  1880-81, 107,475,880  milreis ;  and 
from  1881-82  to  1883  84,  88,854,291  milreis. 

The  export  trade  of  this  country,  which  has  been  more  or  less  stag- 
nant during  last  three  years,  may  therefore  be  said  to  be  reviving. 

Exports  General  compared  toith  Imports. — Comparing  value  of 
exports  with  imports  we  observe  that  the  average  of  the  five  years 
with  imports.  1879-80  to  1888-84  was  as  follows :— Average  imports  96,192,780  mil- 
reis ;  average  exports  96,589,845  milreis,  the  excess  being  in  favour  of 


Exports  gene 
ral  compared 
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this  country.  This  is  more  marked  in  former  periods  wben  coffee  was 
higher  in  price,  and  even  in  the  term  1880-81  to  1884-85,  when  imports 
were  95,052^664  milreis,  exports  97,811,362  mikeis. 

Value  of  Exports  to  various  Countries, — The  yaloe  of  the  exports  to  Value  •! 
each  coantry  is  mentioned  in  Table  VI.,  herewith  annexed.  exports  to 

Comparing  the  year  1884-85  with  that  of  1883-84  we  find  that  there  ^"^^ 
was  an  increase  in  the  export  trade  with  Ghermany,  Austria,  Belgium,  the  ^^^  *^ 
Argentine  Confederation,  United  States,  Italy,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
Great  Britain,  and  a  decrease  in  Estado  Oriental,  Portugal,  and  France* 
Seferring  to  Table  YI.,  in  which  the  ayerages  of  the  export  trade  are 
given,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  the  exports  to  each  country  has 
faWen  off  during  the  last  three  yean  mentioned,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  Austria. 

Exports  to  Austria, — It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  especial  notice  that  the  Exporta^.f 
export  trade  with  Austria,  which  was  little  or  nothing  in  1878-79,  is  Auatria, 
now  calculated  at  5,396,510  milreis,  and  further  that  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  in  1884-85  were  fkr  above  the  average  of  the  last  six 
years. 

The  principal  productions  exported  are  to  be  found  in  Table  V., 
herewith  annexed,  and  are  composed  of  coffee,  hides,  tobacco,  and 
gold. 

The  total  quantity  of  coffee  exported  in  1884-85  (see  Table  V.)  was  Coffee. 
247,723,907  kilos.,  a  quantity  far  greater  than  that  of  1883-84,  which 
was  184,674,864  kilos.,  and  greater  also  than  the  average  of  1878-79  to 
1880-81,  which  was  214,433,896  kilos,  (a);  and  1881-82  to  1883- 
1884,  which  was  282,044,813  kilos.  (5)  ;  the  value  in  first  term  having 
been  (a)  100,883,632  milreis,  and  in  second  term  {h)  82,912,603  milreis ; 
this  decline  of  value  in  this  latter  period  being  solely  due  to  a  fall 
in  price.  Prices  have  been  falling  since  1880-81,  but  in  1884  they 
began  to  take  a  turn  in  favour  of  the  planter.  If  as  some  state  the 
consumption  of  coffee  in  the  markets  of  the  world  is  overtaking  pro- 
duction, some  advance  in  prices  of  coffee  may  ere  long  be  reasonably 
expected. 

Prices  at  present  are — 

Milreis. 

Wasbed 4,900  to  6,000  per  ten  kilos. 

let  good    ••         ••         ..     4,360      4,970       „        „ 

2nd  good..         •.         ..     8,400      8,950       „        „ 

2nd  ordinary       ..         ..     3,000      8,540        „        „ 

Ordinary 3,750      4,290       „        „ 

In  1884  prices  were  somewhat  higher  than  the  above. 

It  is  impossible  to  furnish  any  accurate  information  as  regards  the 
stocks  on  hand  of  this  production,  little  information  of  any  value  being 
published  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

In  Brazil  the  cultivation  of  coffee  has  increased  considerably  since 
the  year  1870,  the  supply  now  furnished  being  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
production  of  all  other  countries. 

The  following  figures  give  us  the  average  rate  of  increase ;— • 

Sacks  of  60  Kilos. 

Five  yean^  18T0  to  1874  2,182,162 

„  1875      1879  2,987,868 

„  1880      1884  8,789,108 

Total  exported  in  the  year  1885         4,206,911 

If  theref<»e  some  complain  of  a  decrease  in  price,  on  the  other « 
haj^  they  are  compensated  by  increased  demand. 
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Fresh  land  is  continuallj  being  opened  and  planted,  and  conse-  • 
quently  there  is  not  likelj  to  be  any  aiminution  in  the  supply  of  this 
production  from  this  part  of  the  world. 

Tobacco. — ^Tbis  plant  is  found  ^owiuj^  in  all  parts  of  this  country ; 
its  leaf  is  imported  to  Bio  from  Mmas,  Bio  Q-rande,  and  Bahia. 

Little  attention  is  paid  at  present  to  its  cultivation  or  the  curing  of 
the  leafy  hence  the  limited  demand  for  it  in  foreign  markets. 

A  certain  portion  is  exported  from  this  to  the  Argentine  Republic 
and  the  Banda  Oriental. 

Hides. — These  are  sent  nearly  all  to  France,  the  quantity  shipped 
last  year  having  been  3,607,655  kilos.,  value  721,531  milreis. 
Specie.^-'Of  this  last  year  was  exported— 

Milreis. 

To  Estado  OrieDtal 784,600 

Argeutine  Republic  88,600 

Germany    •• 2,000 

France        67,100 

Qreat  Britain        747,460 

1,684,660 


Exports  to  ^Exports  to  Oreat  Britain. — In  Table  VII.,  herewith  annexed,  will  be 

Qreat  Britain,  found  a  statement  of  the  productions  exported  from  this  port  to  Great 
Britain  during  the  last  two  years. 

From  the  figures  herein  given  it  would  seem  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  values  of  coffee,  gold  dust,  gold  bars,  and  specie,  and  a 
decrease  in  diamonds,  the  total  value  of  the  exports  having  been 
6,464,052  milreis,  or  847,001  milreis  greater  than  the  year  before. 

The  average  value  exported  to  Great  Britain  from  1878-79  to  1880- 
1881  was  10,258,698  milreis  5  1881-82  to  1888-84,  7,391,595  milreis 
(see  Table  VI.).  So  that  the  value  shipped  last  year  from  this  port  was 
considerably  under  the  average.  The  above  figures  show  a  decline 
in  the  value  of  our  export  trade  for  some  years  past.  This  is  mainly 
owing  to  a  fall  in  the  price  of  coffee,  the  bulk  of  this  traffic ;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  quantities  of  this  production  have  increased,  the  average 
coffee  exported  to  Great  Britiun  from  1875  to  1879  having  been 
165,923  sacks,  and  in  1880  to  1884, 191,277  sacks. 
Exchange.  Exchange, ---TiiiA  commenced  in    January,   188S,  at  1^^.  to  the 

milreis,  oscillated  during  that  month  from  19^.  to  19^.,  and  gradually 
falling,  ended  in  December  from  17-5^  to  l%^^d.  In  the  previous  year 
exchange  varied  from  19^c?.  to  22^. 

In  1881  the  average  rate  was  ••        ..        «•  22<f. 

1882           „          „  SItV'. 

1888           „          „  2\^d. 

1884  „          „  20^. 

1885  „          „  18A<«. 

Money  was  6  to  9  per  cent,  for  discount. 


Immigration 
to  port  of  Bio. 


iMMIGBATIOir. 

1881 17,924 

1882 •  25,845 

1888 26,789 

1884 17,999 

1885 22,598 


The  above  figures  give  the  arrivals  of  immigrants  at  the  port  of 
Bio,  the  average  being  22,230  per  annum. 
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In  addition  to  those  arriytng  at  this  port  daring  the  last  year,  there 
were  3,556  in  transit  for  Santos. 

This  immigration  is  sustained  chiefly  by  the  Portuguese  and  Italians, 
the  northern  element  preferring  other  climates:  at  least  this  would 
seem  to  be  the  case  from  the  figures  following. 

Average  numbers  entering  between  1882-83  and  1884 : — 

Portuguese ••  9,746 

ItalUns          9,064 

Spaniards 2,219 

Germans         ..  1,489 

English          165 

Swiis 64 

Unfortunately  we  possess  no  statistics  of  the  numbers  leaving 
annually,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  exact  state  of  immigration  to 
Brazil.  It  would  also  be  interesting  to  know  how  many  of  these 
immigrants  take  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  how  many  remain  in  the 
towns.  We  have,  however,  no  reliable  information  on  this  important 
matter. 

BeVEKUE  of  BjtAZIL. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure  on  this  account  appear  to  have  been  Bevenue. 
as  follows : — 


Years.                                   Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Milreis. 

1881-82 128.937,622 

1882-83 128,205,988 

1888-84.. 129,777,816 

Milreis. 
189,470,648 
151,244,972 
153,540,288 

Average 128,950,.'$81 

148,085,908 

So  that  with  a  revenue  showing  little  or  no  signs  of  expansion  during 
the  above  term,  there  was  a  constant  increase  in  expenditure,  the 
average  deficit  having  been  19,134,920  milreis. 

For  1884f-85  the  probable  receipts  are  given  at  124,938,028  milreis, 
probable  expenditure  at  154,762,882  milreis,  or  a  probable  deficit  of 
29,824,859  milreis ;  a  sum  exceeding  the  average  of  the  three  previous 
years. 

SniPPiNa. 
The  number  of  British  sailing  vessels  entering  Bio  in 


Year. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1885  were      .. 
1884    „         ..         •. 

242 
278 

179,865 
206,545 

Shipping. 
Tables  VIII. 
and  IX. 


or  a  decrease  of  31,  and  26,680  tons,  arising  from  the  requirements 
being  less  in  coal  and  timber. 
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In  British  steamers  there  were  entering  the  port  of  Rio  in  (Table  X.) 


Year. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1884 

1885 

298 
269 

471,025 
442,685 

Difference 

24 

28,840 

The  total  of  vessels,  sailing  and  steamers,  under  British  flag  entering 
Rio  was 


Year. 

Number. 

Tona. 

1884 
1885 

566 
511 

677,570 
622,550 

The  total  falling  off  in  the  carrying  traffic  tiierefore  was — ^vessels  55, 
and  55,020  tons,  this  decrease  beiug  the  natural  consequence  of  the 
decline  manifested  last  year  in  the  import  trade  of  this  port. 

fFoEEiGy  SnipprN'G  fob  the  Yeah  1885. 


KaUonality. 

Steamers. 

Sailing. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Nnmber. 

Tons. 

American 

German 

French  ..          ..         •• 

Portngnese 

Belgian 

15 
132 
141 

46 

21,924 
200,939 
261,891 

64V53O 

89 

60 

4 

67 

45,811 

13,160 

1,945 

25,274 

•  • 

The  vessels  under  the  Belgian  flag  are  British,  and  belong  to  Messrs. 
Lamport  and  Holt.  Being  under  the  Belgian  flag,  they  are  xkot  included 
in  the  statement  of  British  ships. 

Feeiqhts. 


1885. 

Sails. 

Steam. 

To  Europe      . . 

United  States      .. 

1    7    Otol    7    6 
0  10    0      15    0 

1    0    0to2    0    0 
15    0      2    0    0 

Country. 

Sails. 

Steam. 

United  Stales,  1884 
1888 
Europe,  1884        ..        ^. 
„      1888        ..        \. 

0    8    Otol     5    0 

0  10    0      1  14    0 

1  10    0      2    7    0 
1  10    0      2  10    0 

1    0    0  to  2  10    0 
0  15    0      2  10    0 
10    0      2    0    0 
0  15    0      2  10    0 
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CUBTOM-HOITHB  ChABOXS. 

Stiaiieb  07  1,000  Tons. 

Stamps  and  petiie8»  about a  27$080rei8. 

Lighthouse  dues     ..         ..         lOOfOOO  ,, 

Hospital  dues,  per  man     ••         040  „ 

Caaco(Hiill)da«9..         •.         * «|000  „ 

Paaifees 6$200  „ 

Stamp  duty  on  manifest  ontiraida  on  every  1 ,000|000  reis. 

freight 41000  „ 

Bill  of  Health        4$600  „ 

Harbourmaster's  dues,  about       20$000  „ 

Saiuno  Ships. 

Tons. 

Lighthoose  dues  up  to  200            ••         ••         ••         ••  401000  „ 

„                „        200  to  400 .  •         . .         . .         . .  60$000 .  „ 

„               „       400      1,000          801000  „ 

Casco  (Hull) 

Brig  or  brigantine 2$000  „ 

Barque  or  barkantine  • ••      4$000  „ 

Ship 8?000  „ 

List  of  shipbrokers'  charges  on  ships. 


Custom-house 
charges. 


Tonnage. 

800 

800  to  000 

600  to  1,000 

1,000  to  1,800 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreia 

i'or   entry  inwards,  and  at 

captain  of  the  port 

20 

80 

40 

50 

Translating  manifest  :— 

Beis. 

One  page  of  30  lines  7,600 

Two        „        „        15,000 

ThTM      „        „        22,500 

E?eTy  additional  page    8,000 

extra. 

Conferring     manifest      and 

taking  out  "desembara^o  '* 

20 

80 

40 

50 

Clearing  outwards  at  Custom- 

house and  despatching  at 

Consulate,  and  captain  of 

port.. 

20 

80 

40 

50 

Translating  list  of  stores  7$500  reis.  (If  hazardous,  goods  list  of  stores  costs  15  milreis.) 


CoASTiKe  TBimo  Natigatioh  Subsidies. 

• 
The  coasting  trade  is  stimulated  by  subsidies  firom  the  QoTemment.  Coasting 
In  the  year  1884-86,  3,064,600  milreis  were  voted  for  this  purpose,  traffic  naviga- 
Grants  are  also  made  by  some  of  the  proyiuces,  in  addition  to  the  sums  **<>»  auhsidies. 
allowed  by  the  Imperial  QoTenunent ;  thus  a  constant  communication  is 
able  to  be  kept  up  between  the  capital  and  all  parts  of  the  empire. 

SUBSrOIES  BiTEBS. 

Subsidies  are  also  granted  for  the  navigation  of  some  of  the  rivers ;  Subsidies 
indeed,  without  some  assistance  from  the  Government  much  could  not  "^®"* 
be  expected  in  this  respect,  population  being  thin  and  the  interior 
fliuleTeloped. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i9d 


BBAZU. 


Tables. 


Tables.  In  Tables  Xll.  and  XIIL  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  pnncipal 

coasting  companies  and  river  enterprises  receiving  subsidies,  together 
with  the  amounts  granted,  the  number  of  steamers  entertained  by  each 
company,  their  tonnage,  and  other  information. 
Bio'de  Janeiro,  February  15, 1886. 


Table  I. — Oefioial  Value  of  Imports  to  Port  of  Eio  de  Janeiro  from 

all  Countries. 


CountrieB. 

1884-85. 

1888-84. 

Average 

1878-79  to 

1880-81. 

Average 

1881-82  to 

1888-84. 

France  • ■        • .         .  • 
Germany          ,. 
Belgium 
United  States  .. 
Banda  Oriental 
Argentine  Republic    . . 
Portugal 
Other  countries 

Milreis. 

12,514,654 
9,009,120 

*  4,062,767 
7,781,272 
7,263,544 
2,728,886 
5.544,637 
8,406,008 

Milreis. 
15,179,887 
9,958,477 
8,908,895 
7.633,466 
7,468,436 
2,677,223 
6,084,067 
8,672,781 

Milreis. 
16,875,292 
8,283,646 
5,017,078 
7,970,018 
5,986,308 
4,494,928 
6,272,981 

Milreis. 

le 

4 

Total  above 
Great  Britain  .. 

52,255,890 
36,265,211 

56,477,782 
41,868,775 

87,668,421 

40,041,472 

Total 

88,521,101 

98,841,607 

94,19^,969 

96,732,097 

Table  11. — Official  Values  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  to  Eio 
from  all  Countries. 


Articles. 

1884-85. 

1883-84. 

Hides,  shoe?,  and  leather 
Salt  meat,  fish,  &c. 

Cereals 

Seeds,  plants,  fruits 
Beer,  wine,  spirits,  &c... 
Paints,  perfumery,  kerosene    . . 
Chemicals         ..         •• 

Woods,  pine 

Paper     

Coal        

Crockery  and  glass 
Copper    .. 

Iron  and  steel 

Lead,  zinc,  &c.  ..         •• 

Machinery         

Silk        

Cottons 

'      Woollens 

Linens    ..         ••         •• 

Gold  end  siWer 

Other  things 

Milreis. 
2,465,280 

10,348,569 
5,775,320 
1,802,507 
6,798,060 
2,554.299 
2,194,745 
1,349,444 
1,528,007 
6,468,205 
868,668 
1,097,509 
3,447,280 
825,898 
8,681,106 
1,789,884 

20,210,498 
6,176,868 
2,717,578 
4,017,771 
5,009,180 

Milreis. 
2,569,446 
9,734,115 
6,648,248 
1,851,184 
6,205,160 
2,224,016 
2,423,600 
1,697,041 
1,661,028 
7,017,380 
856,168 
1,013,651 
4,186,325 
294,461 
8,683,757 
1,896,768 
22,484,107 
7,500,440 
3,133,048 
6.300,599 
6,022,090 

Total          

88,521,101 

98,341,507 
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Table  m. — Official  Arerage  Yalues  of  certain  Articles  Imported  from 

GXBMANT. 


Tem. 

Oottou. 

Woolleiu. 

Llaent. 

Iron. 

StMl,^. 

MadiineiT. 

PH»«r. 

Eaithen- 
ware 
and 

GlMS. 

Salt  Meats 
and 
Fmh 

Pnnrisions. 

1878-81        ... 
1881-84        «. 

Milreis. 
1,622.788 
1.800,886 

MHreis. 
1.706,981 
1,740.848 

Mflreis. 
676,268 
472,264 

MHreis. 
213,866 
196,846 

Milreis. 
248,482 
188,807 

Mflreis. 
218,089 
874,871 

Milreis. 
190,584 
205,080 

Mllreifl. 
818,880 
458,658 

Diflbrace 

+  177,858 

+84,442 

-204.004 

-16,510 

-109,625 

+  161.882 

+  14,496 

+189,778 

Fbanob 


Tears. 

Cottons. 

Wool- 
lens. 

Linens. 

Leather. 

Ma- 
chinery. 

SUk. 

Wines. 

Iron, 

Steel, 

Ac. 

Salt 
Provi- 
sions. 

187&-81 
1881-84       .» 

MOieis. 
2,588.222 
2.574,61^ 

Milreis. 
1,888.964 
1,680,079 

Milreis. 
458.877 
860.596 

Milreis. 
1.455.178 
1.187,586 

Milreis. 
288,786 
284,648 

Mflreis. 
1,262.785 
1,584,520 

MUrsis. 

1,705,426 

1,409.052 

Milrein. 
580,782 
551,475 

Milreis. 
1,235,682 
1,196.236 

Difference 

+41,891 

-208.885 

-98.281 

-817,642  +50,857 

+271,785 

-296.874 

-29,257 

-89,446 

UmrxD  STAns. 


Tears. 

Machinery. 

Metals. 

Cottons. 

Flour. 

Kerosene, 

Paints, 
Varnish,  &c. 

1878-81    .. 
1881-84     •. 

Milreis. 
888,178 
885,945 

Milreis. 
212,258 
212,086 

Milreis. 
425,818 
848.575 

Milreis. 
2,775,891 
8,268,725 

Milreis. 
1,729,888 
1,698,022 

Difference    •• 

+  2,767 

-172 

-82,288 

+  492,884 

-81,816 

BaLQIUM. 


Tears. 

Cottons. 

Woollens. 

Linens. 

Metals. 

Leather. 

1878-81     .. 
1881-84     .. 

Milreis. 

1,079,894 

814,610 

Milreis. 
656,814 
561,704 

Milreis. 
859,771 
808,688 

Milreis. 
457,659 
527,989 

Milreis. 
218,508 
178,200 

Difference    •• 

-265,284 

-96,110 

-56,088 

+  70,280 

-40,808 

Banda  Obuhtal. 


Tears. 

Salt  and 
Jerked  Meat. 

Specie. 

Fruits 
and  Cereals. 

1878-81  .. 
1881-84  .. 

Milreis. 
2,768,887 
8,808,288 

Milreis. 
2,819,494 
2,465,883 

Milreis. 
886,455 
888,082 

Difference  •  • 

+  584,901 

+  145,889 

-48,878 

[801] 
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TaHe  IV.— OrFicui*  Valuee  of  Prmcipid  Artddea  Imparted  to  Bio 
from  Great  Britain. 


Articles. 

1884-85. 

1888-84. 

Honebair     •• 

RklDfl 

Salt  proTisioDft 

Tortoiseahell 

Cereals,  flour,  &0.     •• 
Plants,  seeds,  &c     •• 
Spirits,  beer,  &c. 

Perfomery 

Chemicals 
Straw.. 

Cottons         

Woollens       

Silk .; 

Paper 

Coiil,&e. 

Barihenware  and  ^asi 
Gold  and  silrer 

Copper           

Lead,  zinc,  and  tin  . . 
iron  and  steel           •• 
Other  metala^ 

War  material 

CHitlery          

Watches  and  clocks  , . 
Mathematical  instrumcnta  ... 
Surgical                  „ 

Machinery 

Other  article 

Milreis. 

59,427 

1,161,188 

617,176 

45,977 

255,752 

848,118 

259,917 

406,704 

428,875 

65,211 

14,939,446 

8,017,562 

1,688,922 

198,129 

96,91i 

4,791,212 

209,421 

1,248,815 

740,994 

191,466 

2,380,979 

81,259 

66,700 

158,856 

86,228 

34,369 

82,957 

2,814,947 

538,102 

Milreis. 

46,124 

1,178,849 

566,124 

49,964 

431,755 

880,190 

286,777 

494,111 

511,871 

62,823 

16,684,794 

8,887,098 

2,214,686 

152,668 

118,668 

5,820,389 

207,641 

2,284,196 

678,878 

179,985 

2,848,608 

17,024 

88,948 

112.628 

88,461 

29,558 

88,178 

2,656,902 

815,269 

^          Total 

86,265,211 

41,868,775 

>"•        Difference          ••         ♦. 

5,598,564 

•  • 

Table  V.— Pboductions  Exported  from 

Eio. 

Frodoctkiis. 

1884-85. 

1888-84. 

Remarks. 

KikM.  ... 
„     ... 

Quantity. 

Value 

QuanUtj. 

Valua. 

Coffee ... 
Midet  ... 
Tubacco 

247,772,8*1 

a,708,Ud 
1,941,028 

Milrete. 
102,977,&86 

1,064,488 

184,674,864 
4,072,517 
1,308.878 

Milreis. 

80,177,987 

888,689 

850,596 

Chiefly  to  United  States. 

France. 

Argentine  Bepublic  and 

Uru^ay. 
France. 
Uruguay    and     Great 

Britain. 
Great  Britain. 

Bosewood 
Spedo 

II     ••• 

2,245,863 

182,515 
1,584,660 

8,984,975 
•*• 

866,267 
1,876,125 

OtWSdQft!!.' 

Gnunme* 

1,036,488 

1,046,852 
1,488,880 

981,971 

991,790 
2,129,711 

Total      ^ 

... 

... 

109,145,024 

- 

86,726,765 
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Tabk  yj. — OririoiAL  Yaliie  of  Siports  &om  Bi»  to  all  CoimtrtM. 


ConBlriei. 

1884-85. 

1888-84. 

ATerage  from 

1878-79  to 

1880-81. 

ATeiagefrom 

1881-82  to 

1888-84. 

Germany 
^   Austria 
Belgium 
Argentine    Confederal 

tion 

Efitado  Oriental 
United  States  •• 

Italy 

Mediterranean 

Prance.. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  . . 

Great  Britain., 

Other  countries          •• 

Portugal 

MilreiB. 

10,867,768 

5,896,510 

2,869,701 

2,014,825 

1,588,881 

67,946,142 

1,857,209 

1,887,727 

6,645,542 

2,008,119 

6,464,052 

786,231 

463,868 

Milreia. 
7,208,697 
6,110,688 
1,215,011 

1,761,422 

2,192,758 

51,557,867 

646,284 

1,089,854 

7,868.118 

1,462,134 

5,617,051 

252,782 

749,202 

Milrek 
10,686,410 
4,828 
4,214,987 

1,882,157 

1,924,745 

57,440,552 

18,090,649 

10,258,698 

4^817,940 

Kilreig. 
8,678,286 
1,991,566 
2,110,688 

1,818,626 

1,960,168 

61,699,529 

»• 

8,89*6,978 

7^'M96 

2,0Sa,656 

Total   .. 

109,145,024 

86,726,766 

•  • 

.  • 

Table  VII.— Exports  to  Great  Britain. 

Prodttctioos. 

KHos.    ... 

Voloms. . 
Kilos.    ... 
Grams. ... 

II      ••• 

1884-85. 

1883-84. 

Bemaiki. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

ValM. 

Coffee     

Tapioca  ... 
Crystals  ... 

Diamonds 

Gold  dost 

„     bait 

Specie     

Other  things     ... 

9,410,192 

106,066 

144 

Si468 

126,190 

1,225,284 

M. 

Uilreis. 

8,941,492 

21,218 

9,000 

221*1952 
127,460 
1,256,466 
747,460 
189,019 

' " '  "Iltll 

MHrefs. 

8,762,818 
10,164 

28,'20e 
561,664 
110,711 
1,000,248 
66,160 
82.108 

Total 

6,464,062 

6,617,061 

Difference 
847,001  mHieif 

To  Great  Britain. 
„  British  colonies 

6»464,06t 
2,008,119 

6,617,061 
1,462,184 

Total 

8,472,171 

7,079,185 

Table  VIII. — Bbitish  Sailing  Vessels  Entering  the  Porfc  of  Eio  de 

Janeiro  in  1885. 


From 

UnitodBtates   .. 
United  Kiifdom 
Canada  .. 
India      •• 
Jersey    • . 
Brazil     .. 
Portugal. . 
Riyer  Plate 
Spain     • . 
Cape 
Other  porta 

Total 


Number. 


29 

189 

8 

8 

S4 
6 
8 

16 
1 
1 
4 


2i8 


Tons. 


11,118 

142,830 

8,247 

5,008 

4,881 

901 

2,888 

7,070 

698 

154 

2,645 


179,865 


Cargoes. 


GeneraL 

CoaL 

Fish. 

Sice. 

Fish. 

Ballast 

Wine. 

Hay. 

Wine. 

Ballast. 


If  2 
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Table  IX— Bbitibh  Sailing  Vesaels  CleariDg  the  Port  of  Bio  de 

Janeiro  in  1885. 


For 


Number. 


Tons. 


Carg 


United  States  .. 
West  Indies'  •• 
YalparaiBO 
BnzU  .. 
Canada  .. 
India  .. 
Gape 

Spain     .. 
East  Indies 
United  Kingdom 
Other  ports      •• 

Total 


58 

56 

17 

87 

20 

17 

G 

4 

5 

9 

9 


288 


50,607 

84,207 

18,859 

18,620 

11,469 

24,688 

1,555 

824 

4,258 

6,810 

8,788 


170,525 


Coffee. 
Ballast. 


Coffee. 

Baliasi. 

Coffee. 


Table  X. — Bbitibh  Steamers  Entering  and  Clearing  the  Port  of 
Eio  de  Janeiro  in  1885. 

BlfTKBEB. 


From 

Number. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

Birer  Plate  and  Santos 
Valparaiso  and  Pacific 

United  States 

New  Zealand 

Belgium         

Other  ports 

118 

89 

26 

2 

24 
7 
8 

If0,465 

124,559 

55,276 

1,867 

69,886 

7,087 

8,545 

Total 

269 

442,685 

Clbabid. 


For 

Ntimber. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

Biver  Plate  and  Santos 
Valparaiso  and  Pacific 

United  States           

Brazil 

Other  ports • 

87    . 
72 
26 
76 

4 
4 

188,814 

99,960 

56,498 

88,526 

4»868 

5,810 

Total 

,     269 

442,976' 
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Beitish  Vessels  Entering  and  Clearing  Fort  of  Bio  de  Janeiro 
during  1886. 


EXTIBID* 


Yeaseli. 

Kmnber. 

Tom. 

Steamen       

Sailing  t60m1b          

269 
242 

442,685 
179,865 

Total 

511 

622^50      . 

CUUBXD. 


Tenels. 

Number. 

Tom. 

YmwU          

Sailing  Tetieli          

269 
238 

442,976 
170,525 

Total 

502 

618,501 

Table  ZI.— Cubtokb  Betum  of  all  Shipping  for  the  Tear  1884  to 
1885  Entering  Bio. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Number. 

Tona. 

Nnmbec 

Tona. 

German 

51 

15,988 

92 

186,851 

Amerioan         .« 

85 

48,968 

15 

27,401 

Aigentine        ••         •• 

2 

976 

1 

812 

Aciitrian 

2 

600 

5 

6,887 

Belgian 

•  • 

•  • 

27 

46,284 

Brazilian 

16 

5,165 

54 

26,488 

Cbyian 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

141 

Colombian 

•  « 

« • 

2 

S16 

Daniab 

9 

2,155 

1 

981 

French 

8 

1,788 

98 

192,867 

Spanieh 

9 

2,621 

« • 

•  • 

ItaUan 

11 

4,550 

45 

78,420 

Norwegian 

111 

89,886 

1 

377 

Portogaeae       ..         .. 

58 

22,407 

•  • 

•  V 

Buasian 

8 

1,895 

1 

691 

Swedish 

29 

10,554 

•  • 

«• 

Total 

884 

152,498 

848 

512.860 

British 

224 

171,678 

274 

445,496 

Grand  total 

608 

824,171 

617 

958,856 
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SANTOS. 

JReport  5y  Consul  Cowper  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Sanio€j 
Province  of  Sao  Fauloy  for  the  Year  1885 

Tmnts  18  no  new  feature  in  the  prodnction  of  tbis  province.  Cofiee  Stnple  pro- 
still  continues  to  be  its  staple  and  only  article  of  export.  Pormor  dace. 
reports  have  treated  exhaustively  this  subject,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
add  to  it,  except  the  fact  that  the  production  of  coffee  shows  a  tend«icy 
to  increase,  notwithstanding  the  very  great  depreciation  in  its  value 
during  the  last  few  years — a  depreciation  which  barely  leaves  a  margin 
for  profits,  and  has  reduced  the  revenue  derived  from  it  by  several 
million  of  pounds. 

Coffee,  as  already  stated,  is  the  only  article  of  export,  and  the  ship-  Exports. 
ment»  during  the  past  year  were  larger  than  thoje  of  any  of  the 
previous  ones,  in  oonsequenco  of  the  extension  of  the  crops.  Great 
Britain  consumes  but  little  of  the  Sao  Paulo,  or  **  Santos  "  coffee,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  hence  the  shipments  thitlier  are  small  and  of  no  great 
conseqnenee.  New  York,  Havre,  and  Hamburg  are  the  principal 
markets  of  the  staple  produce  of  this  province  (see  Annexes  B.  and  C). 

The  import  t^ade  of  this  province,  carried  on  through  the  port  of  Imports. 
Santos,  still  continues  to  be  of  growing  importance,  and  as  long  as  the 
province  develops  its  resources  at  the  rate  of  past  years,  the  import 
trade  will  increase  in  direct  ratio  to  the  same.  There  has  been  no 
diversion  or  new  feature  in  the  import  branch  of  trade  here.  Great 
Britain,  as  heretofore,  supplies  the  greater  portion,  both  in  bulk  and 
value,  of  the  imported  goods,  and  entirely  monopolises  the  trade  in  rail- 
road and  tram  plant,  and  rolling  stock,  gas  and  waterwork  materials, 
agricultural  implements,  hardware  and  machinery  of  every  description, 
and  coaL  Although  Germany  endeavours  to  compete  in  cotton  goods, 
British  makes  are  preferred  and  command  the  market.  Unfortunately 
no  statistical  information  as  to  the  volume  and  value  of  the  importation 
from  different  countries  can  be  given,  inasmuch  as  the  Custom-house 
has  never  yet  published  statistical  matter  on  this  subject. 

There  was  a  great  falling  off  in  number  of  British  ships  entering  the  British  Bhip- 
port  of  Santos  in  1885,  as  compared  with  other  years.  Two  years  back  ping. 
British  shipping,  whether  sailers  or  steamers,  far  exceeded  that  of  any 
one  nation,  but  last  year  steamers  under  the  Gt>rman  flag,  and  sailing 
vessels  under  the  Norwegian  flag,  considerably  exceeded  those  under 
the  British  flag.  The  cause  of  this  appears  to  be  the  much  lower  rates 
at  which  the  Germans  and  Norwegians  can  equip  and  sail  their  vessels. 
The  low  freight,  which  now  rules  through  excessive  competition, 
apparently  leaves  no  margin  for  profits,  and  the  general  cry  of  the  ship- 
master is  that  their  vessels  are  sailing  at  a  loss.  This,  in  regard  to 
British  vessels,  appears  to  be  actually  the  fact  in  most  cases,  inasmuch 
as  the  sailing  expenses  of  a  British  vessel  are  about  twice  as  great  as 
that,  say,  of  a  Norwegian  vessel.  For  instance,  in  the  first  place, 
the  Norwegian  mercantile  marine ,  consists  of,  principally,  English 
vessels  bought  up  cheaply ;  second,  the  Norwegians  victual  their 
vessels  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  the  English ;  and  lastly,  the  wages 
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paid  to  Norwegian  crews,  whether  master,  mate,  or  seamen,  average 
half  the  wages  paid  to  British  seamen  of  the  same  class.  British 
shipping  cannot  compete  under  such  disadvantages,  and  if  the  Norwegian 
mercantile  marine  was  sufficiently  large  they  would,  under  the  circum- 
stances noted,  do  the  entire  carrying  trade. 

Under  the  heading  of  exports  it  was  stated  that  Great  Briibain  con- 
sumed but  little  of  the  coffee  exported  from  Santos ;  hence  this  branch 
of  the  trade,  commercially  speaking,  does  not  interest  the  industries  or 
trade  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  otherwise  however  with  the  import  trade, 
inasmuch  as  with  the  exception  of  farm  house  and  market  garden 
produce,  every  commodity  used  by  a  civilised  community,  possessed  of 
no  productive  industries  of  its  own,  is  imported  from  such  countries  as 
can  supply  the  demand  for  them  to  best  advantage.  The  demand  for 
foreign  commodities  and  industrial  production  increases  every  year  in 
t^is  province  with  the  expansion  of  its  population  and  the  development 
of  its  vast  territories. 

The  demand  comprises  household    furniture,  utensils  and  com- 

modities,  hosiery,  ready-made  male  and  female  attire,  boots  and  shoes, 

cotton,  woollen,  and  linen  materials,  jewellery,  wines,  beers,  groceries, 

flour,  oil,  kerosene,  preserved  meats  and  fruits,  stationery,  medicines, 

china    and    porcelain,    hardware,     cutlery,    glassware,    earthenwarCi 

X*  agricultural  implements,  railroad  stock  and  plant,  waterwork  plant, 

tram  car  stock  and  plant,  and  every  description  of  machinery  and  iron 

work. 

Specialities  of        Great  Britain,  by  reason  of  her  practically  inexhaustible  stock  of 

British  indos-  industrial  productt*.  unlimited  productive  power,  and  possessed  of  the 

tries  command  fi^ilj^ies  of  capital,  material,  enterprise,  sea  transport,  ^Im^,  ought  to 

preference.       gupply  the  non-industrial  couatries  with  her  productions  without  fear 

of  competition  from  countries  less  favourably  situated.    Such .  is,  in 

point  01  fact,  the  eaee  in  this  provmce.    The  importations  from  Great 

Britain  alone  amount  to  nearly  half  the  value  of  the  total  import  trade. 

Other  countries,  notably  France,  Germany,  and  America,  are  attempting 

competition,  but  with  no  marked  success  at  present ;  the  long-standing 

specialities  of  Britisli  industries  always  obtain  preference. 

VThere foreign        In  thone  cases  where  the  productions  of  foreign  industries  compete 

products  com-  BucctShfuUy  with,  or  are  superseding  those  of  Great  Britain,  the  cause 

-ete  with         ^^  fault  is  generally  traceable  to  the  British  manufacturers  themselves, 

who,  often  too  conservative  in  style  and  design,  obstinately  ignore  the 

tantes,  wishes,  an i  requirements  of  consuming  markets;  whereas,  on 

the  other  hand,  competitors  in  Germany,  France,  and  America,  with  a 

keener  eye  to  business  and  more  mobile  in  disposition,  spare  no  pains 

to  ifdapt    and    supply    goods   in    accordance    with    the  wants    and 

pecul  arities  of  each  country. 

To  exemplify  this  assertion,  mention  may  be  made  of  the  earthen- 
ware and  giatis  trade  of  this  province  to  within  very  recently 
supplied  from  Britii^h  industrial  s<ources  alone,  but  now  almost  entirely 
superaeded  by  the  introduction  of  German  earthen  and  gloss  ware.  The 
diversion  of  this  trade  is  solely  due  to  the  persistence  with  which  the 
British  workers,  in  the  face  of  warnings  from  their  correspondents  here, 
supplied  ob^«olt'te  ware,  heavy  in  weight  and  ungainly  to  the  sight ; 
whereas  the  Germans  introduced  an  article  of  less  weight,  and  always 
of  the  latest  modern  design,  thus  at  once  competiug  advantageously 
with  the  British  wares  in  several  essentials,  viz.,  modem  forms  and 
patterns  to  meet  ti)e  generally  diflused  desire  for  "novelty  **  and  light- 
ness of  weight,  to  econouiise  cost  of  production,  transport  freight,  and 
custom  duties,  paid  by  weight. 

By  not  giving  thought  to  these  simple  matters  a  lucrative  trade  has 
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been  lost  to  British  industries  in  this  province ;  and  what  has  happened 
to  the  earthenware  trade  may  also  happen  to  other  branches  of  trade  if 
British  manufacturers  through  remissness  allow  their  foreign  competitors 
to  steal  a  march  on  them. 

Old  merchants,  who  date  their  ideas  from  the  ante-steam  and  electric  Remarks  is  to 
wire  stage  of  business,  say  trade  is  precarious  and  depressed,  apparently  ^*^«  depres- 
because  they  no  longer  make  the  large  profits  of  the  days  when  business  ^^^' 
was  the  monopoly  of  a  few.    The  younger  race  of  business  men  who 
now  invade  and  overstock  all  commercial    pursuits  say   the  same, 
apparently  because  they  do  not  reap  the  golden  incomes  of  the  old 
monopolists.     But  in  the  face  of  a  trade  increasing  in  volume  and 
value  during  the  last  20  years,  the  assertion  appears  quite  untenable. 
Depressed  trade  is  a  misnomer,  and  its  position  in  this  province  may  bo 
summed  up  thus :  export  trade  steadily  increasing  during  the  last  20 
years  in  volume,  but  showing  a  great  <iecline  in  the  value  of  the  staple 
article,  consequent  on  over-production  here  and  elsewhere,  while  the 
import  tnide  becomes  more  extended  and  important  every  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  concensus  aoout  a  period  of  bad  trade,  Deprestion  in 
or  unremunerative  trade,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  volume  of  money  P'^**'  ^^^  *** 
turned  over  in  business  at  present  is  far  greater  in  proportion  than  ever  *'*^*' 
it  was  before ;  but  instead  oF  filling  the  pockets  of  a  few,  as  in  former 
days,  it  has  now  to  be  subdivided,  almost  ad  infinitum,  into  smaller 
shares:  that  is,  by  a  vastly  extended  competition  profits  are  being 
reduced  to  a  minimum ;  in  many  cases,  probably  to  an  unremunera- 
tive minimum.    I'he  depression  is  therefore  in  profits,  but  not  in  trade. 

The  controversy  anent  the  harbour  improvements  of  Santos,  already  Sw^tos 
fully  commented  upon  in  previous  reports,  still  continues,  and  this  ^'^^''''' ^™' 
vexed  question  seems  as  far  from  settlement  as  ever.    The  provincial  P"^^^®"^®*^  ■• 
government,  in  the  anxiety  to  prevent  the  undertaking  falling  into  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  company,  vetoed  and  opposed  the  original  and  only 
feasible  plan  of  placing  the  works  in  the  hands  of  a  company,  and 
obtained  from  the  Imperial  Government  a  concession  empowering  them 
to  carry  out  the  works  themselves.    But  the  provincial  government  now 
find  that  they  have  not  the  funds  to  enable  them  to  carry  through  such 
an    extensive  enterprise;    hence  the  question  has  again  lapsed  and 
fallen  into  a  stage  of  uncertainty  and  squabbles.    And  the  old  adage 
about  the  horse  starving  while  the  grass  is  growing  will  soon  apply  to 
the  port  of  Santos,  for  while  the  provincial  legislature  cannot  agree 
as  to  who  are  to  undertake  the  works,  the  harbour  is  rapidly  being 
ruined. 

The  delays,  detentions,  and  expenses  to  vessels  are  already  unbear- 
able, and  the  longer  the  improvements  are  delayed  the  more  onerous 
they  become  to  trade,  commerce,  and  shipping.  In  fact,  if  the  harbour 
is  allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  deplorable  and  deteriorating 
condition,  it  is  quite  probable  shippers  and  importers  will  abandon 
Santos  as  a  convenient  port,  and  adopt  the  overland  route  to  and  from 
Bio  de  Janeiro.  The  province  of  SSo  Paulo  would  then  lose  the  main- 
spring to  its  vitality  and  commercial  independence. 

Italian  immigrations  seems  to  have  permanently  set  towards  this  Immigration^ 
province,  and  a  kind  of  new  Italy  is  being  formed*  The  immigrants 
are  a  fine-looking  set  of  men,  and  well  adapted  to  the  climate.  Now 
that  the  extinction  of  slavery  is  proximate,  the  introduction  of  this 
hardy  class  of  men  will  give  stabihty  to  the  agricultural  interests,  and 
form  the  basis  of  a  vigorous  population. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  the  Italian  immigration  is  already  mani-  l^^tive  winei. 
festing  itself.    These  people  have  introduced,  from  their  native  land,  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  on  a  scientific  scale  for  the  elaboration  of  wine. 
Some  of  the  wine  thus  produced  has  a  peculiar  but  roost  palatable 
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bouquet,  due  to  the  flavour  of  the  native  grape.  The  wine  is  insinuat- 
ing, seductive,  and  rather  deceptive  in  its  qualities.  The  iirst  impres- 
sion OD  the  trial  of  a  bottle  is  that  it  is  suaviter  in  modo ;  but  as  the 
trial  continues  the  second  impression  is  that  it  is  dec\ded}y for  titer  in  re, 
and  not  to  be  indulged  in  too  freely.  This  wine  evidently  has  a  future 
before  it,  and  the  province  of  S&o  Paulo  a  new  industry  which,  IK 
properly  fostered,  may  become  lucrative. 
Sfto  Paolo  Although  the  province  of  SSo  Paulo  has  lost  about  two-thirds  of  its 

generally.  income  by  the  great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  staple  export 
produce — the  calculation  is  based  on  the  coffee  prices  ruling  previous  to 
the  year  1883 — yet  the  provincial  resources  are  oeing  rapidly  developed. 
Kailroads  are  being  extended  in  all  directions,  thus  opening  out  new 
regions  for  settlements  and  centres  of  enterprise ;  the  future  prospects 
of  the  province  are  therefor©  good.  There  is  nothing  further  of  note  to 
record  in  the  present  report.  The  returns  relating  to  shipping  and 
exports  will  be  found  in  Annexes  A.,  B.,  and  C. 

Annex  A. — ^Betush  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Santos  m  the 

Tear  1886. 

Ektibsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

T«>tal. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
Vevels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yesseto. 

Tons. 

German         

British 

French 

Italian... 
Aostriaa 

Belgian          

Danish 

Norwegian     

American      

Brazilian       

Other  nations 

23 
36 

"7 

"*8 
74 
U 

136 
9 

6,663 
12,002 

8,895 

2,003 
28,900 
3,585 
7,893 
2,738 

93 
71 
39 
11 
6 
2 
1 

211 

136,780 
90,669 
69,283 
13,793 
6,492 
2,369 
1,070 

126^*464 

116 
106 
39 
18 
6 
2 
9 
74 
11 
847 
9 

143,393 

102,671 

69,283 

17,688 

6,492 

2,359 

3,013 

28,900 

3,585 

133,357 

2,788 

Totid      ^.       ... 

303 

67,679 

4«4 

435,860 

737 

Total  tor  the  preoeding  year,  666  tcmcIs  »  464,963  tons. 

GUABED. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaliauCity. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

German         

British 

French 

Italian 

Austrian        

Belgian          

Danish 

Norwegian    ..,       ... 

American      

Bradltan       

Other  naUons. 

26 
84 

"6 

.M 

9 
70 
9 
133 
9 

7,866 
11,883 

3,637 

i*i48 
27,742 
?,847 
7,693 
2,738 

91 
72 
39 

10 
6 
2 

1 

211 

132,076 
92,723 
59,283 
13,128 
6,492 
2,369 
1,070 

125^ 
... 

117 
100 
39 
16 
6 
2 
10 
70 
9 
344 
9 

189,942 

104,666 

69,288 

16,765 

6.492 

2,369 

3,218 

27,742 

2,847 

138,167 

2,738 

Total      ^.       ... 

296 

66,504 

432 

432,695 

728 

499,099 

Total  for  the  year  preoeding,  667  Teasels  s  465,827  tons. 
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Annex  B. — Rkttibk  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Santos 
during  the  Year  1885. 


Aracles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coffee 

Tons. 
119,182 

119,182 

8,452,300 

Tons. 
114,057 

£ 
8,842,212 

Total 

8,452,800 

1H057 

8,842,212 

Betubit  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Santos  during  the 
Tear  1885.* 

Annex  C. — Tabls  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Santos  and  Imported  to  Santos  during  the  Tears  1884  and 
1885. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Channel  and  United  Kingdom. 

78,190 

61,972 

Hamburg         

699,680 

686,448 

Havre 

1,050,450 

1,498,204 

Antwerp           ..        «« 

877,700 

884,860 

Not 

Not 

Lisbon  ..         • 

24,820 

58,024 

obtainable. 

obtainable. 

Mediterranean 

492,620 

850,182 

United  States 

668,250 

820,512 

Other  ports      ••        ••        •• 

65,680 

87,510 

Total     .. 

8,452,290 

8,842,212 

•  • 

•• 

Santos,  February  17, 1886. 


*  The  Table  of  Imports  under  this  Annex  is  not  filled  in,  as  the  information  is 
not  procurable. 
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EGYPT. 

SUA^IN. 

Beport  5y  Consul  Cameron  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  qf  Suakin 
for  the  Tear  1885. 

The  present  revolution  in  tbe  Soudan  has  ruined  the  trade  of  Presenl    ia 
Suakin,  and  during  1884  and  1885  no  caravans  have  gone  into  or  come  of  tnwle,  1384- 
from  the  interior  by  tbe  Suakin-Berber  or  Suakin- Kassala  roads.  *®^^- 

In  1882  Arabi's  rebellion  took  place  in  Egypt,  and  in  1888  the 
Mahdi's  influence  had  fairly  spread ;  nevertheless  the  receipts  of  the 
Suakin  Custom-house  showed  a  steady  growth  of  genuine  trade  with 
the  interior  over  previous  years. 

In  1882  the  exports  amounted  to  160,000/.,  in  1883  they  fell  to 
130,000/.,  in  1884  they  fell  to  10,000/.,  while  in  1885  they  were  less 
than  5,000/. 

The  imports  rose  from  240,000/.  in  1882  to  288,000/.  in  1883. 
These  totals  prove  a  genijine  trade  with  tbe  natives  of  the  interior,  as 
the  population  of  Suakin  was  very  small.  But  before  the  end  of  1883 
Osroan  Digna  had  closed  the  two  great  caravan  routes  from  Berber  and 
Kassala,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  presence  of  a  British  garrison  and 
ft  certain  influx  of  Europeans,  the  imports  of  1884  and  1885  would 
have  been  quite  insignificant.  In  1884  the  imports  amounted  to 
123,000/.,  and  in  1885  they  rose  to  176,000/.    These  totals  are  of  ', 

course  exclusive  of  all  Government  commissariat  stores,  but  they 
include  a  large  quantity  of  coal  brought  here  for  the  naval  transports 
and  for  the  condensers  ou  shore  and  afloat.  They  comprise  cattle  and 
sheep,  with  flour,  beans,  maize,  and  all  sorts  of  tinned  provisions ; 
liquors,  beer,  wines  and  spirits ;  cotton  goods  and  general  clothing ; 
hardware,  fancy  and  miscellaneous  goods. 

In  1883  cotton  goods  to  the  value  of  204,000/.  were  imported.     In  Cotton  cloths. 
1884  they  fell  to  20,000/.,  and  in  1885  to  8,000/.     This  is  the  true 
index  of  the  present  state  of  the  Suakin  import  trade. 

Meanwhile  liquors  had  risen  from   7,000/.  to  21,000/. ;  and  mis-  Liquors, 
cellaneous  articles  from  71,000/.  to  126,000/. 

Taking  1883  as  the  last  year  of  trade  with  the  interior,  it  appears  Three  qnarien 
that  three-fourths  of  the  export  trade  was  carried  in  English  ships  ;  of  entire 
and  again  of  the  entire  imports  a  full  three-fourths  (mostly  cotton  ^f*? . 
goods)  came  from  England.  ""*"**• 

On  reference  to  Annex  C.  imports,  188^,  it  will  be  noticed  that  out  lUifileh. 
of  the  total  288,000/.,  only  91,000/.  came  from  England  and  168,000/. 
per  raftieh ;  this  means  that  only  91,000/.  came  direct  from  England 
as  per  bills  of  lading,  while  the  168,000/.  came  by  raftieh  bills  of 
lading,  the  goods  having  been  transferred  here  from  some  other  part 
of  Egypt  or  Turkey,  where  thev  had  already  paid  duty.  Thus  deducting 
168,000/.  from  288,000/.  we  have  120,000/.,  three-fourths  of  which  is 
tlje  91,000/.  from  England,  a  true  proportion.  Further,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  three-fourths  of  the  raftieh  total  of  168,000/.  was  also 
originally  from  England. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  rears,  in  the  course  of  my  inquiries  at 

[301.1  \ 
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Cairo  and  Suakiii  into  the  Soudan  trade,  I  hare  been  able  to  arrive  at 

certain  conclusions,  which  I  now  submit : — 

^6  route^to         (ij  Hitherto  the  bulk  of  the  entire  Soudan  trade  has  been  carried 

Soakin  ronte.  ^^^^S  *^®  Nile  to  Cairo.     This  route  has  influential  supporters  among 

the  native  merchants  in  Egypt,  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  divert  their 

trade  to  Suakin,    Ivory  and  feathers  especially  follow  the  Nile  route. 

Cotton  ti  (2)  There    is   a   serious  promise  of  cotton    being  grown  in  the 

Tokac  Tokar  district.     Two  cotton  spuming  factories  exist  at  Suakin,  but  they 

have  long  since  closed  working. 

Cofiee.  (3)  ^t  Suakin  in  1888  there  wae   i^so  ft   eooBiderable  export  of 

coffee  from  Gallabad  and  the  Abysnnian  frontier.     People  in  this  town 

are  very  sanguine  of  the  rapid  increase  in  export  of  both  cotton  and 

coffee  as  soon  as  the  country  in  pacified. 

SotkiA-Balwr       (4)  Too  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  purely  commercial 

Taiiway.  advantages  of  the  Suakin-Berber  railway.    This  is  not  the  place  to 

discusn  the  question  whether  the  railway  should  be  oonstrueted  at  the 

expense  of  Government^  as  a  political  and  military  measure,  for  the 

purpose  of  reconquering  or  pacifying  the  Soudan  and  opening  it  up  to 

trade.    It  may  be  possible  to  pacify  the  Soudan  without  the  railway. 

ImDorUn       f  ^^^"^^  ^^  *^'*®  hypotheais  of  such  a  pacification,  and  on  the  roads 

rivwni^ini^  being  open  to  KaMala,  Berber,  and  Khartoum,  the  first  thing  naees- 

tioiu  B^  ^^^  ^®  ^  revive  and  reorganise  the  ordinary  simple  caravan 

traffic  by  camek,  and  thus  make  the  most  of  a  very  promising  trade 

with  iioe  interior,  such  as  it  was  in  1883.    The  camel  traffic  beini: 

brought  to  a  high  state  of  perfection  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  proper 

agents,  the  second  step  will  be  to  create  and  develop  suck  a  river 

service,  especially  from  Khartoum  southwards,  as  will  open  up. the 

Senaai;  Banr  Gazelle,  and  equatorial  provinces.    Steamers  and  lighters 

will  he  needed  long  before  railway  locomotives  and  trucks.    These 

river  craft  can  be  brought  of  the  Kile  at  the  right  season  past  Doi^fsla 

and  Berber  to  Khartoum^ 

The  really  fertile  provinces  of  the  Soudan  lie  far  south  of  Khartoum, 
ivhich  town  indeed  is  only  a  halfway  station  to  the  sea.  When  the 
Bahr  Gaselle,  with  some  of  its  tributaries,  and  the  Bahr  Gehel  and  the 
^hite  and  Blue  Niks  have  been  rendered  safe  and  thozoughly  open  to 
commerce,  it  will  be  time  enough  with  fresh  statistics  to  tempt  ia- 
Testors  to  take  shares  in  the  £erber-Suakia  railway  as  a  geniune  cem- 
merdal  enterprise. 

The  first  iSoudaa  tra£ng  company  should  devote  its  capital  to  ^he 
isteam  navigation  of  the  Upper  Aile.  Its  financial  success  will  result 
in  the  construction  of  the  railway.  The  eimrees  of  wealth  must  first 
be  tapped  far  inland  in  the  heurt  of  Africa ;  and  then  when  ivory, 
£um,  india-rubbei;  and  other  precious  produce  have  been  aceamu* 
Sited  at  Khartoum,  Siiendy,  and  Berber,  the  raQway  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  course.  But  it  must  always  be  borne  tn  mind  that  it  is 
ithe  last  of  several  important  stages,  and  that  the  enormous  outlay  for 
odnstnietion  can  only  be  covered  after  the  tcade  has  keen  thoroughly 
devekg[»ed  by  the  steamer  aervioeu 
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Annex  A. — Bxnam  of  ali  Bhipping  at  tiie  Bort  of  Boakin  in  tiit 

TMr  18d5. 


NatioiMUtyi 

Sailing. 

StMm. 

Total. 

Nomber. 

Tons. 

Nomber. 

ToQf. 

Nnmher. 

Too*. 

1.  RritMi      ^ 
Other  ooaatritti 

•- 

333 

87 

n 

6 

... 

Mft 

87 

81 

9 

t«4 

TWal    ...       ... 

6 

••. 

4M 

•- 

462 

Total  tor  1884, 280. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

steam. 

TotaL 

Number. 

Tons. 

Nomber. 

Tona. 

Nomber. 

Tona. 

1.  Britiih      ... 

2.  Knrptian 

3.  ItaJim       ... 
Other  oountriea 

2 

r; 

325 

85 

31 

6 

•M 

327 
86 
31 
6 

... 

Total    .«       ... 

2 

447 

•- 

449 

... 

Total  for  1884,  280. 


B.  (1)- 


-Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Suakin  during 
the  Years  1885, 1884,  and  1883. 


Articlet. 

Cwt. 

Pi^^e 

Cwt. 

ff 

orweighi 
...       ... 

1885. 

1884. 

1883. 

Qoantitj. 

Value. 

Qoantitj, 

Valoe. 

Qoantitj. 

Valoe. 

^om  ...       ... 

•Cotton         

Hide*...       ...       ... 

•Coffee... 

Serame         

•Other  artides 

2 

21 

2 

13 

2,941 

1,669 

1854 
670 

fiioo 

£ 
2,414 
1,045 
1,453 

419 
6,123 

47,329 
28,727 

2^610 
6,000 

£ 
66,609 
40.432 
5,760 
6,338 
3,490 
14,634 

Total 

... 

4,625 

... 

10,464 

... 

127,263 

B.  (2) — Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Suakin  during 
the  Tears  1885, 1884,  and  1883. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

1888. 

Value. 

Valoe. 

Valoe. 

Cotton  goods  •• 

Grsin 

CstUe 

Liquors         

Other  articles 

£ 

7,794 

6,912 

18,M7 

21,806 

126,271 

£ 

19,508 

14,598 

4,258 

7,119 

77,876 

£ 

204,261 

5,069 

Nil 

6,882 

71,842 

Total 

176,850 

128,859 

288,054 

«2 
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C. — TiBLf  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Suakiw 
and  Imported  to  Suakin,  from  Foreign  Countries  and  to  Foreigtv 
Countries,  during  the  Years  1885, 1884,  and  1883. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

. 

1885. 

1884. 

1888. 

1885. 

1884. 

1888. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

England        

1,168 

6,587 

84,855 

54,890 

24,880 

91,044 

Ottoman  flaff  (Egypt 

and  Turkey) 

1,267 

S,100 

28,587 

14,294 

9,088 

2.730 

Austria          

1,000 

494 

7,708. 

1,606 

673 

2,278 

India   .»       ^ 

627 

100 

521 

83,897 

3,490 

11,528 

Prance 

12 

72 

8,862 

190 

536 

6,627 

Other  oountriet 

561 

101 

2,230 

9,189 

1.536 

6,719 

BaftietaB        

... 

.« 

... 

62,284 

81,247 

168,183 

Totals 

4,625 

10,464 

127,268 

176.850 

123,359 

288,054 

Suakin,  March  5, 1886. 
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FBANCK 

BORDEAUX. 

depart  hg  Comsul  Ward  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Bordeaux 
for  the  Tear  1886. 

Although  the  statistical  and  all  other  information  obtainable  at  State  of  trsds. 
this  date  with  respect  to  last  year's  trade  at  this  port  is  rerj  in- 
<;oinplete,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  general  depression  of  trade 
was  felt  more  sererely  at  Bordeaux  during  the  year  1885  than  in  any  one 
•of  the  preceding  three  years.  It  is  true  that  so  far  as  can  be  estimi^ed 
at  present  there  was  but  little  diminution  last  year  in  the  Tolume  of 
trade,  and,  as  will  be  seen  below,  that  the  aggre^te  tonnage  of  shipping 
entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  was  only  sUghtly  less  than  in  1884 ;  yet 
the  complaints  amongst  commercial  men  regarmng  the  results  of  last 
year's  business  are  almost  universal,  and  the  reasons  for  these  complaints 
in  particular  as  regarded  the  prominent  branch  of  business,  yis.,  the 
wine  trade,  were  and  are  sufficiently  evident.  For  whilst  the  same 
causes  which  have  been  and  are  still  pressing  heavily  upon  the  general 
H^ommerce  of  the  world  have  naturally  also  had  a  share  in  affecting  the 
trade  in  genuine  Bordeaux  wines,  tne  same  experienced  additional 
/iepression  owing  to  the  unfavourable  vintage,  and  to  the  continued 
fallinp^  off  in  the  production  consequent  upon  the  further  destruction  of 
the  vines  in  many  parts  of  this  district. 

With  regard  more  particularly  to  British  trade  with  this  port,  it  will 
be  gathered  from  the  subjoined  report  that  a  falling-off  of  about  eight  per 
cent.  tooiE  place  last  year  in  the  tonnage  of  British  shipping  compared 
with  the  year  1884;  whilst  as  regards  the  direct  sea-borne  trade 
between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Bordeaux,  as  carried  on  under  the 
flags  of  all  nations,  a  diminution  of  about  seven  per  cent,  took  place  in 
1885  compared  with  the  preceding  twelve  months. 

I.  Shipputo  akd  Natioatiok. 

The  gradual  increase  apparent  in  the  returns  of  the  aggregate  Shipping  of 
number  and  tonnage  of  shipping  visiting  Bordeaux  previous  to  the  year  all  iiations, 
1883  has,  so  far  as  regards  the  tonnage,  been  followed  by  a  decline 
during  the  last  two  years.  It  may  however  be  assumed  that  this 
decline  has  been  owing  more  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Southern 
France  (though  only  very  few  cases  occurred  in  this  port)  than  to  the 
depression  of  trade,  though  of  course  the  very  low  rates  of  freight 
caused  by  the  stagnation  of  many  branches  of  trade  have  also  had  their 
share  in  diminishing  the  sea-borne  traffic  of  this  as  well  as  other  ports. 
TVith  regard  to  the  returns  for  1885  aa  compared  with  those  of  the 
preceding  twelve  months,  the  following  figures  (which  comprise  merely 
laden  ships)  will  show  that  a  falling-off  of  5,000  tons  took  place  laat 
year  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  arrivals,  and  a  falling-off  of  42,882 
tons  in  that  of  the  departures,  viz. : — 
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^sisrcE. 


Total  ahips 
entered. 


I.  Ships  Entered  (with  Cargoes)  in  1885. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NationaUtj. 

Number  of 
Shipe. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tobnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

British          

French          

An  other  nataont  (not 
Bpedally     enume- 
rated) 

41               25,890 
NotqpedaUj  giy 

II                     11 

699        {      444,651 
en  by  official  returns.. 

II                   II 

740 
628 

464 

470,041 
242,951 

320,754 

Total       .«       ^. 

„     (orUiepre- 

oeAng  year 

M. 

... 

,^ 

1,832 
1,769 

1,033,746 
1,038,005 

Total  8hip& 
cleared. 


2.  Ships  Cleared  (with  Cargoes)  in  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Hntltfi           ...       M. 

French          

All  other  natioMs  (not 
spedaUy     enume- 
rated) 

24 

Not 

13,245 
fl^eciaUy  giy 

It 

457 
en  by  ofBdal 

II 

238.740 
returns. 

II 

481 
624 

442 

251,985 
378,987 

268,346 

T6«al      

„     forthe  pre- 
ceding year  ... 

... 

*- 

.;« 

1,547 
1,488 

884,318 
936,650 

Direct  With  regard  to  the  countries  whence  the  ships  arrived  last  year,  and 

shipping  trad^  for  which  they  were  bound  from  hence,  it  appears  from  the  official 
of  Bordeaux,  returns  that  of  the  total  tonnage  arriring  here  in  1885  about  30  per 
eent:  came  from  British  ports,  and  of  the  total  tonnage  cleared  about 
28  per  cent,  were  deitined  for  ports  of  the  United  langdom.  Com- 
paring these  figures  with  those  for  the  year  1884,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  decrease  last  year  of  27,413  tons  in  the  arrivals  trom,  and  of 
1,217  tons  in  the  departures  for,  the  United  Kingdom.  The  countries 
ranking  next  to  Great  Britain  in  the  importance  of  their  sea-borne 
trade  with  Bordeaux  are  the  Argentine  Bepublic,  the  United  States  of 
America,  then  Chili,  Austria,  Spain,  Sweden,  &c. 
BtiilUk  Eeviewing  more  particularly  the  sea-borne  trade  of  Borclmiux  carried 

shipping.  on  under  the  British  flag  (as  given  in  the  following  table),  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  diminution  of  about  50,000  tons  took  place  last  year  in  the  tonnage 
of  the  ships  entered,  including  ships  with  cargoes  and  in  ballast,  and  of 
60,000  tons  in  that  of  British  ships  cleared  compared  with  the  preced- 
ing year,  previous  to  which  a  steady  increase  was  experienced  both  in 
the  tonnage  of  the  arrivals  and  of  the  departures. 
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Tear. 

Aitmd. 

Cleared. 

Kombcr. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

1880        

1881        

1882        

1888        

181*4 
1885        ^ 

740 
710 
747 
8S0 
789 
757 

890,871 
888,015 
419,819 
518,012 
513,780 
478,714 

727 
705 
746 
881 
774 
752 

888,799 
885,891 
481,928 
6ll,49T 
518^624 
468,834 

Oat  of  the  757  British  vossels  entered  last  year  there  were  only  British 
41  sailing  ships.  stcameta. 

In  addition  to  the  716  steamers  which  entered  this  port  itself,  it  is 
necessary  to  mention  about  80  steamers,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
ftboat  100,000  tons,  which  arrired  at  and  departed  from  the  outpor^  of 
Pauillac,  lower  down  the  river.  These  latter  however  which  belonged 
for  the  greater  part  to  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  only 
remained  a  few  hours  at  Pauillac,  for  the  purpose  of  embEurking 
passengers  and  small  quantities  of  cargo  on  their  outward  and  home- 
ward  voyages  between  British  ports  and  America. 

The  total  number  of  casualties  reported  by  British  ships  arriving  at  Oagiialties  to 
Bordeaux  during  the  past  year  was  14,  against  39  reported  in  1884.  I  British  shipa^ 
have  again,  as  last  year,*  to  add  that  a  large  proportion  of  these 
canuhities,  viz.,  eight  out  of  the  total  14,  oceurred  whilst  the  vessels  in 
question  were  under  charge  of  French  Q-ovemment  pilots,  the  employ- 
ment of  pilots  between  Bordeaux  and  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde  being 
compulsory. 

The  number  of  sea-going  ships  belonging  to  the  port  of  Bordeaux  at  Bordeaux 
the  end  of  last  year  was  221,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  130,655  tons,  ahipa. 
These  figures  are  considorably  below  those  of  the  shipping  belonging 
to  Marseilles  and  to  Havre,  but  exceed  those  of  any  other  French  port. 
Shipbuilding   at    Bordeaux  is  at  a  standstill    and  the  shipbuilding  ghipbniidiDs 
bounties  offered  by  the  French  bounty  laws  of  1881  have  certainly  not  and  bounties., 
had  t\\e  effect  of  resuscitating  the  shipbuilding  industry  in  this  district. 
Nor  have  these  bounties,  combined  with  those  offered  to  navigation, 
enabled,  for  instance,  the  Bordeaux-New  York  Steamship  Company 
to  attain  to  any  degree  of  prosperity. 

French  Ship  Brokerage  Charges. — The  question  as  to  the  modifica-  ship  broker- 
tion  of  these  charges,  and  more  especially  of  the  much  complained-of  age  charges., 
and  exorbitant  fee  charged  by  the  ship-brokers  at  Bordeaux  (though 
not  at  Marseilles  or  Havre)  for  the  mere  oral  interpretation  of  the 
oath  required  to  be  made  by  shipmasters  who  are  unacquainted  with 
French  y  on  entering  their  ships  at  the  Custom-house,  remains  in 
statu  quOy  in  spite  of  the  representations  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  that  of  thia  country.  A  further  grievance  for  the 
shipping  interest  was  moreover  added  last  year  (as  reported  at  the  time 
by  me)  by  the  publication  of  a  new  reguktion  on  the  part  of  the 
Bordeaux  Customs  authorities  prohibiting  in  future  the  consignee  of 
the  hull  of  a  vessel  visiting  this  port  fromi^  entering  and  clearing  the 
same  without  being  accompanied  by  a  ship-broker.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  me  in  reports  famished  with  reference  to  this  new 
regulation  (to  Her  Majesty's  Embassy  at  Paris)  that  the  same  is  clearly 
opposed  to  numerous  decisions  recently  given  by  French  legal  tribunals. 
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SmigmUoB«  Emigration. — The  total  number  of  emigrants  shipped  from   this 

port  durinf::  1885  was  10,988,  of  whidi  8,167  were  males  and  2,881 
females.  The  number  during  the  preoeding  tweWe  months  was  9,12G. 
As  regards  their  nationality  the  large  majority  were  French,  Spanish, 
and  Italian  subjects ;  only  eiffht  emigrants  were  British  subjects.  The 
destination  of  ail  was  either  North  or  South  America. 


Statistics  for 
1885  not  yet 
obtainable. 


II.  TbADB  JLVD  COICMSBOE. 

Statistical  returns  of  the  aggregate  exportations  and  importations  at 
Bordeaux  during  the  year  1885  will  not  be  obtainable  for  many  months 
to  come ;  and  it  is  iooeed  only  three  weeks  ago  that  the  official  returns 
of  the  aggregate  trade  for  1884  have  been  published,  which  I  beg  leave 
to  subjoin  in  the  two  following  tables,  viz. : — 


BiTUBir  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bordeaux  during  the 
Years  1883  and  1884. 


iilxport  trade. 

1888. 

1884. 

Articles. 

Quantity.* 

Valiie.* 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Wine 

SpiriU  and  liqneurs    . . 
Fniit,  fresh  and  dry    .. 

Fish 

Plate  and  jewellery    .. 

Clothing 

Woollen  manufactores.  • 

Cotton 

Pottery  and  glass 

Cereals 

Sugar,  raw  and  refined. 
Chemical  products      . . 
Books  and  sUtionery  .. 

Tools 

Rtsin    •• 

Coffee   • 

Wood' 

Oil        

Skins  and  furs  . 

Wool 

Rice 

Cork 

Tobacco           •  •         • . 

Machinery 

Other  articles.. 

Cwts. 

2,441,195 

692,947 

279,075 

288,895 

50 

18,891 

26,611 

88,585 

421,286 

115,269 

150,404 

289,817 

68,278 

85,112 

100,546 

27,774 

4,100,798 

117,176 

64,970 

21,842 

80,228 

7,670 

4,801 

22,028 

2,729,204 

£ 

4.842,566 

1,000,226 

426,255 

722,088 

481,710 

409,954 

851,824 

760,805 

295,095 

78,802 

204,219 

514,962 

144,899 

146,165 

54,227 

80,909 

190,672 

218,040 

868,244 

105,768 

54,890 

96,879 

55,941 

48,664 

2,890,109 

Cwts. 

2,724,111 

877,545 

158,800 

268,881 

88 

28,822 

29,285 

46,989 

458,604 

108,448 

100,225 

261,451 

48,868 

51,888 

118,879 

11,168 

4,876,171 

125,882 

65,401 

17,678 

54,946 

7,781 

4,757 

9,294 

8,000,019 

£ 

4,887,800 

1,091.805 

387,088 

701,715 

848,722 

564,422 

928,858 

680,572 

264,248 

51,180 

106,136 

589,969 

120,828 

140,084 

58,874 

28,688 

222,952 

240.172 

880,705 

81,859 

48,584 

97,659 

62,870 

84,978 

8,881,474 

Touls 

12,127,897 

14,475,808 

12,988,726 

15,289,622 

•  Calculated  at  the  rate  of  100  kilos.,  equal  to  1  owt.  i  and  25  fr.,  equal  to  12. 
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2.  BiTUBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Imporfe  to  Bordeaoz  daring  the 
Tears  1888  and  1884. 


Articles. 

1888. 

1884. 

Qaantity.          Valoe. 

Qaantity. 

Value. 

Wood 

Hides  and  skins 

Cofiee 

Wood 

'Sugar 

Fish 

Tobacco 

Cocoa 

Grease 

Cereals  and  floor 

Coals 

Oom 

Arachides 

Spirits 

Cheese 

Woollen  manufiictiir^  . 

Cotton          „ 

l£anores 

Rice 

fsr::    ::    :: 

Iron 

Wine    .. 
Chemical  products 
Other  articles  .. 

Cwts. 

8,804,700 

898,256 

194,805 

16,224 

850,192 

468,874 

195,899 

71,782 

94,899 

8,439,072 

8,787,055 

46,696 

838,788 

828,820 

89,107 

5,921 

86,606 

165,189 

870,082 

109,148 

115,710 

607,034 

2,855,420 

218,680 

2,899,605 

£ 

1,889,285 

1,877,984 
570,059 
55.727 
864,662 
658,764 
458,644 
809.768 
240,208 

1,786,692 
275,907 
189,491 
288,922 
586,402 
148,858 
182,820 
619,899 
52.165 
198,766 
851,659 
86,460 
110,582 

1,802,806 
887,075 

2,755,122 

Cwts. 

8,203,681 

846,902 

185,462 

15,874 

414,846 

528,017 

107,720 

74,926 

75,268 

8,292,844 

8,174,788 

68,781 

402,116 

877,208 

84,714 

6,140 

48,990 

484,146 

168,919 

64.246 

60,489 

865,632 

1,877,951 

455,129 

2,178,410 

£ 

1,124,569 

1,664,791 
878,609 
68,946 
828,222 
756,207 
285,745 
291.816 
155,472 

1,487,626 

218,149 

222,899 

804,761 

586,186 

120,686 

1^6,819 

577,594 

226,591 

85,949 

156,456 

40,298 

67,595 

1,469,666 
894,689 

2,726,926 

Total 

24,895,557 

15,881,486 

22,886,598 

13,757,002 

Imp  .rls. 


It  is  to  my  great  regret  quite  impossible  to  obtaiu  statistical  infor- 
mation for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  statement  showing  the  reapectiye 
share  taken  by  the  various  countries  of  the  world  in  the  import  and 
-export  trade  of  Bordeaux ;  the  only  returns  of  this  kind  obtainable  are 
confined  to  the  i^-ine  trade,  which  will  be  found  below  under  that  head. 

In  the  absence  of  complete  statistics  regarding  the  trade  of  last 
jear  it  is  accordingly  not  possible  to  say  yet  whether  the  falling  off  in 
the  volume  of  trade,  observable  in  the  preceding  table  of  imports  bat 
not  in  the  exports  at  this  port  during  1884,  has  continued  in  the  same 
proportion.  Looking  to  the  returns  merely  referring  to  the  sea-borne 
trade  (under  the  bead  of  shipping)  it  may  however  be  assumed  that 
there  has  been  a  diminution,  though  inconsiderable,  in  the  aggregate 
volume  of  trade  of  this  port  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

With  regard  more  particularly  to  British  trade  with  Bordeaux,  I 
am  afcer  insight  into  the  available  Custom-house  returns  enabled  to 
rstate  that  compared  with  the  year  188  li  there  was,  as  regards  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade  in  wool, 
fardines,  chestnuts,  ^uit  (dried  and  preserved),  cocoa,  coffee,  gum,  oils, 
vegetables,  gallic  acid,  wine  and  spirits;  but  a  decrease  in  skins, 
potatoes,  turpentine,  pitwood,  lead,  tartrates,  and  brandy.  As  regards 
imports  from  the  TTnited  Kingdom  there  was  an  increase  in  meat, 
tallow,  coffee,  jute,  tar,  spiritp,  agricultural  and  other  machinery :  but  a 


Dlfficaliy  of 

obtaining 

statistics. 


Slight  falUag 
off  in  aggre- 
gate Yolume 
of  trade  last 
year. 

Biitish  trade. 
Exports. 


Importa 
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decrease  in  the  importations  of  rice,  manures,  cocoa,  hemp,  cotton, 
textile  fabrics,  bran,  porcelain  claj,  pitch,  iron  manufactux!e%  copper, 
and  chemical  products. 

Some  observations  on  the  trade  and  production  of  wine,  and  regard- 
ing transactions  in  a  few  other  prominent  articles  of  business  at  this 
port  during  the  past  year,  are  here  subjoined. 
Wine :  export        Wine. — (a)  Espart  Trade. — ^The  total  exportations  of  wine  in  cask 
tntde.  and  in  bottles  from  Bordeaux  during  the  last  year  was  1,614,600  gallons 

less  than  during  the  preceding  twelve  months ;  that  is  to  say,  whilst 
there  was  an  increase  in  botUed  wines  of  42,132  gallons,  there  was  & 
falling  off  of  wines  exported  in  cask  amountiog  to  1,656,732  ^lons* 
It  will  be  seen  from  tbe  following  table  that  whilst  there  was  a  flhininu- 
tion  in  the  aggregate  exportations  last  year,  the  exportations  more 
particularly  to  me  united  Kingdom  exceeded  in  quantity  those  of  tbe 
year  1884.  Bottled  wines  however  showed  a  falling  off  compared  with 
the  year  1883.  With  regard  to  other  countries  it  wtill  be  seen  that  a 
marsed  decrease  in  the  exportations  of  wine  in  cask  took  place  in  1885 
to  the  Argentine  Bepublic — ^the  chief  consumer  of  the  inferior  kind  of 
French  wines,  and  of  late  in  particular  of  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Italian, 
and  other  yrines  which  are  imported  to  Bordeaux  in  order  to  make  up 
for  the  defici^icy  of  the  former.  It  is  probable  that  instead  of  shipping 
these  Spanish  and  other  foreign  wines  to  tbe  Argentine  Eepublic  vii 
Bordeaux  last  year,  a  considerable  proportion  were  sent  direct  to  South 
America,  and  that  thus  the  outfall  in  the  shipments  from  hence  may  be 
accounted  for;  Exportations  to  Germany,  Belgium,  tbe  Netherlands,  and 
the  United  States  of  America  show  an  increase  last  year,  as  will  be 
observed  from  the  following  figures,  viz. : — 


Ezportationa  from  Bordeaux. 

Gountriw  to  wtaicb 
Exported. 

Wine  in  Casks.                   |                  Wine  in  Bottiee. 

1883.* 

1884. 

1885. 

1888.        1        1884. 

1885. 

United  Kingdom      ... 
Argentine  Bepablic ... 

Germanr       

Belgium        

KetherlandB 

Umgnaj       

U.S.  of  America 

Bnuil 

BOMift 

other  countries 

GaUons. 
3,814,888 
4,971,758 
3,031666 
1,4«0,440 
1,596,100 
1,502,804 
1,015,080 
876,090 
333,036 
3,883,528 

Gallons. 

3,801,764 

6,918,714 

4,182,386 

1,620,000 

1,560,850 

1,778,486 

586,740 

896,638 

208,340 

8,850,396 

Gallons. 

4,071,012 

6,556,044 

4,532.000 

1,733,710 

1,673,034 

1,603,998 

722,018 

2»4,738 

173,910 

2,941,698 

Gallons.         Gallons. 
916,190  I         800,580 
120,428             78,122 

65,308  '           46,630 

328,962           236,236 
61,612  :           50,314 

730,444  !         860,508 

Gallons. 
842,930 
182,814 

124,284 

m,356 
81,488 

710,600 

Total  gallons    ... 

22,005,390 

24,917,894 

23,261,162 

2,209,832        2,072,290 

2,114,422 

Value  In  sterling 

£4,16i,151 

£4,661,765 

about 
£4,600,000 

1 
£822,774  |       £615,649 

about 
£2,620,000 

Character  of 
Bordeaaz 
wlDe  trade. 


On  glancing  at  the  preccdiog  table  and  at  other  figures  relating  to 
the  previous  five  years  which  do  not  show  any  very  considerable  diminu- 
tion either  in  the  value  or  volume  of  the  aggregate  annual  exportations 
of  wine  from  Bordeaux  compared  with  former  periods,  it  might  seem 
as  if  the  complaints  which  are  heard  at  this  port  regarding  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  wine  trade  of  Bordeaux  must  be  unfounded,  or 
it  least  exaggerated.  But  the  fact  is  that,  though  the  quantity  and 
value  of  the  aggregate  exportations  show  no  very  marked  decrease,  the 
character  of  the  wine  trade  has  to  a  great  degree  changed ;  and  that 

•  Calcalited  at  the  rate  of  22  gallons  equal  to  1  hectolitre. 
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ixiaD J  old-establisfaed  firms  which  uned  to  do  a  very  etteoBive  business 
in.  former  timet>  now  fii^d  the  same  reduced  to  transactions  of  a  more 
limited  extent,  whilst  a  large  share  of  the  wine  trade  is  at  present 
carried  on  by  other  firm?  who  find  it  more  profitable  to  sell  liquids 
(under  the  name  of  "  Bordeaux  "  wine),  which  are  in  rbality  either 
mixtures  of  inferior  Prench  with  Spanish,  Italian,  and  other  wines*, 
or  which  are  prepared  from  raisins  or  currailts*  Owing  to  the  con*  Incrcaae  of 
siderable  outfall  in  the  production  of  Medoc  and  other  wines  grown  P'^c®  i*^ 
in  this  districc,  and  more  especially  of  the  class  of  wine  known  ^rd^ox 
as  table-claret  during  the  lost  eight  years^  it  has  in  fact  become 
impossible  for  the  firms  first  alluded  to  who  would  scorn  to  sell  anything 
but  thel  pure  growth  of  the  Bordeaux  vineyards,  to  supply  their 
customers  with  the  same  quality  of  wine  at  prices  paid  before  that  time, 
and  in  some  instances  it  is  indeed  not  possible  to  furnish  these  same 
wines  at  all  in  consequence  uf  the  destruction  of  the  vineyards  where 
they  were  produced.  Whilst  thus  many  customers  wh5  really  under- 
stand what  they  are  drinkinor  are  prevented  by  these  higher  prices  from 
buying  genuine  wine  at  Bordeaux  and  as  for  lustauce  in  England  prefer 
drinking  whiskey  to  bad  claret,  other  persons  who  care  less  for  quality, 
than  for  quantity,  external  making  up  of  the  bottles,  Ac.,  now  buy 
their  supplies  from  those  Bordeaux  houses  which  owing  to  the  origin 
of  the  liquids  they  sell,  are  able  to  offer  the  same  at  very  low  prices,  and 
which  see  no  harm  in  affixing  to  the  same  fictitious  names  and  vintages. 
Consumers  of  Bordeaux  wines  in  England  and  elsewhere  have  in  most 
cases  themselves  to  blame  when  they  complain  of  the  same  having 
deteriorated  of  late  years,  for  it  is  simply  not  possible  to  buy  ^ood 
pure  Bordeaux  table-claret  at  the  same  price  as  10  years  ago,  either 
here  or  anywhere  else.  Anyone  who  does  not  mind  paying  a  higher 
price  and  will  only  take  the  trouble  to  apply  to  one  of  the  roally 
respectable  wine  merchants  in  this  town  or  to  their  agents  elsewhere, 
will  be  able  to  obtain  the  genuine  produce  of  Medoc  or  other  parts  of 
this  district  in  sufficient  quantities  for  many  years  to  come,  in  spite  of 
the  decrease  in  production. 

(b)  Wine  Frwluction. — Tho  most  important  among  the  wine-grow-  ^^^  produc- 
ing departments  of  this  Consular  district  which  comprises  the  15  tion. 
south-western  departments  of  France  are  besides  the  Gironde,  Vienne, 
Lot-et-Qaronne,  Upper- Garonne,  Gers,  and  Charente.  The  most  im- 
portant as  regards  quality  of  the  wine  as  well  as  quantity  is  tho 
Gironde  of  which  Bordeaux  is  the  capital  and  which  as  is  probably 
well  known  comprises  M^doc,  the  French  red  wine  district  par 
excellence,  and  also  the  celebrated  white  wine  district  of  and  around  Decrene  of 
Chateau- Yquem.  As  already  observed  above,  a  further  falling-off  tock  prodnction. 
place  last  year  in  the  wine  production  both  of  the  Gironde  and  of  other 
departments  of  this  district.  The  Gironde  which  in  1883  produced 
41,806,298  gallons,  and  in  1884  29,440,026  gallons,  only  produced 
23,673,282  gallons  in  1885 ;  thus  showing  a  diminution  of  5,766,791i 
gallons  in  last  year's  vintage  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  In 
order  to  show  the  outfall  in  production  compared  with  former  times, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  most  recent  abundant  vintage,  viz.,  that 
of  1875  which  was  likewise  of  excellent  quality,  produced  no  less  than 
116447,000  gallons.  Other  departments  of  this  district  experienced  a 
yet  more  considerable  decline  last  year  compared  with  the  crop  of  1884; 
in  tho  department  of  Gers  for  instance  the  yield  was  almost  40,000,000 
gallons  less,  and  in  the  Upper- Garonne  it  was  15,545,000  gallons  less; 
and  others  show  a  similar  diminution. 

Although,   as   it  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe,  the  prejudicial  Causes  of 

efibeta  of  the  Phylloxera  had  a  very'great  share  in  causing  this  further  decreased  pro- 

dactioii. 
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Ifildew.  diminution  of  the  production  iu  this  part  of  France  as'  well  as  else 

where,  the  unfavourahle  results  of  last  year's  vintage  were  to  a  con- 
siderahle  degree  due  also  to  other  causes ;  these  were,  besides  atmo- 
spheric influences  the  prevalence  of  mildew,  and  the  continued  presence 
of*  other  noxious  parasites,  amonest  the  vines.  The  following  figures 
will  afford  a  general  insight  into  the  pref>ent  condition  of  the  vineyards 
of  the  Gironde  department,  compared  with  1884 : — 


{Extent  and 
condition  of 
yineysrds. 


1884. 

1885. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Area  of  vbieyards  planted  with  French  vines   . . 

815,742 

817,105 

„             „            „       with  American  vines 

5,642 

6,930 

^      plantations  of  French  vines  since  1880. . 

19,945 

21,760 

„           «     grafted  with 

American  vines  since  1880 

«,427 

4,662 

Area  of  plantations  of  American  vines  since  1880 

1.425 

1.522 

„     vineyards  treated  by  sobmersion 

17.216 

17,607 

„               „             „        sulpho-carbonate. . 

5.895 

6,877 

„              „             „        8alphurettedcarl>on 

l.'i.eiO 

16,697 

„               „        suffering  from  Phylloxera  . . 

160.010 

172,150 

Phylloxera. 


Depreciation 
in  value  ot 
land  by  Phyl- 
loxera. 

Destruction  by 
Phylloxera  in 
other  parts. 


American 
vines. 


It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  total  area  of  vineyards 
planted  with  French  and  American  vines  had  experienced  an  increase 
of  about  6,000  acres  during  last  year ;  but  it  will  also  be  observed 
that  of  the  total  area  of  vineyards  now  in  existence,  viz.,  of  824,035 
acres  (amongst  which  are  6,930  acres  of  American  vines,  these  being 
all  in  a  healthy  state),  no  less  than  172,150  acres  are  in  a  more  or  less 
diseased  condition  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Phylloxera;  that  is  to 
say  about  12,000  acres  more  even  than  in  1884.  There  are  indeed  but 
very  few  vineyards  of  the  G-ironde  which  have  not  to  some  extent 
suffered  from  the  inroads  of  this  noxious  worm,  and  some  for  instance 
in  the  white  wine  district  and  in  the  country  around  St.  Emilion  have 
been  utterly  destroyed.  It  is  estimated  that  the  average  depreciation 
of  wine-growing  land  in  this  part  of  France  during  the  last  few  years 
may  be  estimated  at  from  20  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent. ;  but  there  are 
numerous  vineyard  proprietors  who  have  sustained  even  more  serious 
losses,  and  some  who  are  entirely  ruined.  There  are  at  present  54 
departments  of  France  in  which  the  vineyards  are  suffering  more  or 
less. from  the  Phylloxera,  and  it  is  estimated  that  up  to  the  present 
time  no  less  than  2,500,000  acres  have  been  destroyed  altogether  since 
its  first  appearance  about  10  years  ago:  it  is  true  that  1,000,000  acres 
hare  been  replanted,  but  the  remainder  have  disappeared  as  far  as 
regards  vine  cultivation.  Few  parrs  of  France  have  however  been 
moro  severely  affected  than  the  south-west,  for  here  the  destruction  of 
an  acre  in  consequence  of  the  superior  class  of  wine  produced  of 
course  represents  a  greater  loss  than  it  does  in  districts  where  only  the 
commonest  kinds  are  grown.  In  this  respect  therefore  the  Bordeaux 
wine  trade  the  prosperity  of  which  is  founded  upon  the  exportation  of 
the  superior  qualities  of  French  grown  wine,  has  been  more  prejudicially 
affected  than  that  of  other  places. 

(e)  American  Vines. — ^The  area  of  bnd  planted  with  ^mericun 
vines  and  with  French  vines  grafted  with  American  plants  has  been 
stated  above ;  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  this  area  is  steadily 
increasing  every  year,  though  many  experienced  viticulturists  especially 
in  this  neighbourhood  still  seem  to  think  that  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to 
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pronounce  with  eeriainty  whether  these  vines  will  yield  the  oame 
quality  of  wine  aa  the  French  plants  which  have  been  destroyed,  lu 
other  parts  of  France  cultivators  are  much  more  sanguine  ;  and 
American  vines  have  been  planted  Yery  imuch  more  extensively  for 
instanec  in  the  departments  of  Herault,  Ard^che,  and  Lozere,  where 
they  are  stated  to  have  given  sntis&ctory  results  already. 

(d)  Quality  of  1885  Vintage. — Although  it  is  as  yet  rather  early  lo  Quality  of  1885* 
form  a  decided  opinion  regardinir  the  quality  of  the  wines  produced  in  wine, 
this  district  last  year,  the  li^eneral  view  seems  to  be  that  the  vintage 
in  some  districts  of  Medoc  mny  be  regarded  as  of  good  quality,  but  in 
others  as  quite  inferior ;  iiltu<rether  the  1885  wines,  like  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  are  pronounce<i  ^'very  irregular"  in  quality. 

Plums. — ^These  yielded  u  good  average  crop  last  year,  though  the  Plnma. 
same  was  about  one-sixth  le^^s  in  quantity  than  in  1884,  and  prices  ruled 
rather  higher  in  consequence.  The  quality  was  very  good,  and  business 
must  have  been  satisfactory  for  growers  in  this  country  as  no  stock 
whatever  now  remains  on  their  hands.  Exporters  at  Bordeaux,  though 
they  did  a  considerable  trade,  are  however  considered  to  have  gained 
small  profits  in  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  competition  in  thi^ 
branch  of  trade  at  this  port  at  present.  The  stocks  remaining  on  hand 
here  are  only  about  half  what  they  were  at  this  .time  last  year;  and  a 
moderate  spring  demand  from  the  United  States,  the  chief  consumer  of 
Bordeaux  plums,  will  suffice  to  clear  them  off  entirely. 

Walnuts. — Last  year's  yield  was  very  large,  and  exceeded  that  oi  Walnuts.. 
1884  by  abont  one-quarter.  Owing  however  to  the  unusually  wet 
weather  during  October  and  the  jfirst  half  of  November,,  the  nuts  did 
not  dry  properly,  and  their  quality  became  unsound.  Large  shipments 
however  took  place  from  hence  for  New  York ;  but  as  the  nuts  arrived 
in  bad  condition  they  entailed  loss  both  to  shippers  and  consignees,  and 
considerable  stocks  remain  on  hand,  which  will  be  difficult  to  dispose  of 
owing  to  their  quality. 

Sardines. — The  catch  of  sardines  on  the  French  coasts,  as  mentioned  Saidines^- 
in  my  report  of  last  year,  has  been  gradually  declining  during  the  last 
five  years,  and  the  snrdine  fishirtg  is  gradually  passing  more  and  more  into 
Spanish  hands.  In  1885  the  fishing  wis  specially  unfavourable,  and 
much  distress  has  been  .caused  amongst  the  coast  population  of  France, 
as  well  as  amongst  the  French  packers,  many  of  the  proprietors  of 
packing  factories  being  ruined.  Numerous  factories  have  on  the  other 
hand  been  established  on  the  neighbouring  coasts  of  Portugal  and 
Spain,  which  are  said  to  be  doing  a  flourishing  trade ;  the  reason  being 
that  fish  are  more  plentiful  in  those  parts  and  that  fishermen  are  not 
subject  to  any  restrictions  as  regards  the  time  or  mode  of  catching 
sardines. 

Coffee, — The  total  importations  were  about  as  extensive  as  in  1884,  Ocffee. 
having  amounted  to  140,600  sacks  and  2,761  barrels.  Whilst  arrivals 
from  South  and  Central  America  experienced  a  falling  off,  an  increased 
importation  of  Indian  coffee,  amounting  to  about  9,000  sacks  more  than 
during  the  previous  year,  took  place  here,  where  these  kinds  are  gaining 
in  popularity. 

Cocoa, — Importations  were  equal  to  those  of  the  preceding  year,  Cocoa, 
having  amounted  to  61,462  c<acks  and  3,902  barrels ;  the  greater  pro- 
portion having  been  imported  irom  La  Gruayra  and  Guaya;qui]. 

Corn, — Statistics  of  last  year's  trade  in  corn  and  other  cereals  are  Com. 
not  yet  obtainable,  hut  it  is  con^^idered  that  importations  of  the  former 
can  hardly  have  reached  more  than  about  one-fifth  of  the  quantity 
imported  during  188  k    The   reasons  for  this  great  falling  off  were 
partly  the  comparatively  abundant  crop  of  corn  in  this  district  during 


Digitized  by 


Google 


228 


FfiAHOl. 


Coals. 


Bank  of 
France. 


ColtiTation 
the  Gironde 
department. 


Forests. 


Harveet. 


Growing 
•cropa. 

Horses. 


1885,  parilj  the  less  plentiful  harvest  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  lastly  the  increased  rates  of  French  import  duties  on  cereab  intro- 
duced last  year.  It  is  however  a  notable  fact  that  though  this  increase 
in  the  duties  kept  bade  foreign  importation,  and  was  established  with 
that  view  in  order  to  benefit  the  French  producer,  the  price  of  corn  is 
now  lower  in  this  part  of  France  at  least,  than  it  was  twelve  months 
ago  i^,  before  the  import  duties  were  raised. 

Cfoah. — ^The  importations  of  coal  from  the  United  Kuigdom  were 
14,650  tons  less  in  1835  than  during  the  preceding  twelve  months,  but 
the  wants  of  this  part  of  Fmnce  have  been  fully  supplied  neverthelessi 
the  smaller  demand  having  been  caused  by  the  depression  in  industi^. 
Prices  were  uniformly  low  throughout  the  year,  and  imports,  rather  in 
excess  of  requirements,  were  encouraged  bv  the  low  rates  of  freight 
taken  by  steamers  engaged  in  the  trade  of  this  port  with  Spain,  which 
foiud  it  more  profitable  to  accept  even  4^  f r.  and  5  fr.  from  the  Clyde, 
and  5  fr.  from  the  Bristol  Channel,  than  in  running  out  in  ballast  to 
their  loading  ports.  The  following  prices  (cost  and  freight)  have  been 
the'  annual  avera^^e,  viz.,  18^  fr.  to  15  f  r,  Clyde,  17  fr.  to  18  f  r.  Bristol 
Channel,  and  17  fr.  to  18^  fr.  Tyne  per  ton.  These  prices  continue  to 
be  weaklv  held ;  and  will  remain  so  long  as  freights  remain  in  their 
present  d.epreB8ed  state,  and  collieries  show  a  desire  to  sell. 

Bank  of  Franee.^^The  extent  of  last  vear's  operations  of  the  branch 
bank  of  France  at  Bordeaux  exceeded  taat  of  any  other  I^rench  town, 
exrepting  Fftris,  and  amounted  to  25,800,000/. ;  that  is  to  aay,  about 
8,200,000/.  more  than  at  Marseilles.  The  rate  of  discount  during  the 
year  was  8  per  cent.,  and  that  of  interest  on  money  advanced  i  per 
cent. 

III.  Agbicultuee. 

of  The  depattneot  of  the  Gironde  of  which  Bordeaux  ie  the  ca|Htal 
and  which  is  the  most  extensive  of  all  the  departmente  of  Franoe,  coven 
an  area  of  about  2,500/)00  acres.  Of  these,  as  above  stated,  828,035 
acres  are  planted  with  vinee ;  about  400,000  acres  are  corn-growing 
land,  225,820  acres  are  cultivated  with  all  kinds  of  fruit  and  vegei- 
tables,  and  900,000  acres  are  covered  with  forest.  The  production  and 
exporiation  of  fresh  and  preserved  fruit  and  vegetables  is  of  consider- 
able importance  in  this  district ;  whilst  the  extensive  nine  forests  yield 
not  onbr  timber,  but  also  large  quantities  of  resin.  The  latter  ia 
exported  boti^  in  its  natural  state  and  in  the  form  of  various  products 
prepsxed  from  it,  amongst  which  turpentine  holds  the  prominent  place ; 
another  article  is  likewise  now  produced  from  resio,  viz.,  pine  oil, 
which  is  an  excellent  illnminant  rcaembling  petroleum,  but  witiiout 
possessing  its  explosibility. 

lAst  vear*«  wheat  harveet  was  fiiirly  good  in  the  immediate  Bei||;h- 
bourhoed  of  Bordeaux,  and  good  in  the  several  departments  aiyoininf 
the  eaoie.  Bye  likewise  yielded  a  good  crop,  whilst  that  of  oats  Mid  of 
In^an  tMmi  wias  onlj  fairly  satisfactory,  the  former  rather  less  so  tiian 
the  latter. 

The  prospects  of  the  growing  crops  at  the  present  date  areupentiie 
whole  good,  the  area  cultivated  m  this  district  being  equal  to  tbat  of 
last  year. 

The  braeding  and  rearing  of  horses  is  csrrted  on  to  a  osnaidaMble 
€xts(nt  in  l^is  part  of  France,  and  is  encouraged  botb  b^  fMuntceus 
privftte  assoeiatioiis  and  by  the  Gorernment.  The  qualities  o£  the 
three  pvomififent  breeds,  amoi^gst  which  ihe  M^doeain  stands  foremost, 
are  stated  to  have  graady  improved  of  late  yeara,  and  the  faeilities 
offsftd  by  the  Oovemment  studs  for  breeding  purposes,  as  well  as  tiie 
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numerotiB  horse  shows  and  racms  held  all  tiie  jear  romki  i^  diftiMt 
places  in  this  district,  have  doubtless  contributed  towards  the  attaitt- 
ment  of  these  good  reuBults. 

Whilst  sheep  and  pig-breeding  is  of  companitir«ij  snuA  importaikce,  Cattle, 
homed  cattle  are  kept  and  bred  extensirelj  here,  and  haTe  it  is  stated, 
greatly  improved  in  quality  during  the  last  few  years.     It  is  note- 
worthy that  whilst  this  iroproTement  has  been  taking  place  in  the  qua£ty 
of  beef » the  prices  of  cattle  are  at  the  present  date  6  per  cent,  beiow 
the  quotations  12  months  ago,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  increase  im 
the  rates  of  import  duty  on  foreign  cattle  introduced  bst  year  by  the  Fall  in  prices 
Prench  G-ovemment   at  the  instance  of  the  farmers  in  this  country  and  import 
who  exj>ected  a  rise  in  prices  from  such  a  measure.    As  I  observed  ^"*1®»« 
alreadv  in  my  report  of  last  year  wifch  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the 
Prench  farmers,  it  may  well  oe  asked  why  the  latter  do  not  rather  turn 
their  efforts  towards  reducing  the  very  heavy  charges  levied  upon  their 
cattle  on  bringing  it  to  market  in  this  country  itsdf,  than  clamour 
against  foreign  oompetition. 

IV,  FoPiTLiTiDir  AW)  IsmmmEtT. 

The  population  of  Bordeaux,  acceding  to  the  latest  offcial  censas  of  PopolaUon, 
1881,  amounted  to  221,d05  persons,  thus  giving  it  the  fourth  plaee 
amongst  the  towns  of  Franee  as  regards  t^e  number  ef  inhabitants. 

The  number  of  births  and  deaths  during  each  of  the  kst  two  yeMv  Births  and 
was  as  follows :  —  deaths. 


Births 
Deaths 


It  should  be  observed  that  aaaongyt  the  deaths  above  quoted  for  1885 
there  wore  427  cases  of  stinbom  infants.  It  will  be  seen  that  though 
a  slight  increase  is  perceptible  in  the  births,  a  more  considerable  augm^i- 
tation  took  place  in  the  deaths,  and  that  in  both  years  the  latter 
exceeded  the  former  by  more  than  400. 

The  general  health  of  this  town  during  1885  was  satisfactory,  and  Sanitary 
the  same  remained  free  from  ^idemic  eho^ra,  though  several  sporadic  condition  of 
cases  are  stated  to  hare  occurred  during  Ae  autumn  in  one  of  the  Bordeaux, 
suburha.     The  aaniStaiy  arrangements  of  Bordeaux,  though  vny  far 
from  being  perfect,  are  yet  so  much  more  satis&ctoiy  than  ^ose  of 
most  other  towns  af  Sou&em  France  that  for  th^  reaaoo  Boideaux 
has,  during  the  bst  two  years,  only  suffered  very  slightly  from  tiie  pre- 
sence of  <£olera,  in  raite  of  the  does  proximity  of  Spain  wImto  as  is 
well  known  this  disease  was  moel  viroksit  especially  during  ^  ft^ 
12  months. 

Industries. — As  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  state  Bordeaux  though  indnsfcriea, 
possessing  some  few  \nrgB  aanufaotttring  establishments,  cannot  be 
called  a  manufacturing  town,  inasmuoh  aa  by  far  the  laiger  propor- 
tion of  the  pepulaiian  is  nnne  or  less  eB^^tnged  in  work  coanected  witii. 
shipping  and  tnde,  aad  aa  rtisarda  ike  hjSer,  »ere  eqpedaMy  with  ibft 
winefarade. 

The  O^veiinaemt  taba«co  &ctocyi  as  weQ  as  Urn  wdMoaomt  wttarr  ^     . 
woiis,  employ  8iif«na  tiiouwid  hands;  beddes  these  tiMn  m  aMMifne 
xnadttnery  works,  biscuit  factories,  flour  miDs,  aad  manufactories  of 
chemicals ;  and  the  preserving  and  packing  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  as 
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also  the  manufacture    of  ready-made  clothiag,  are    of    considerable 
importance. 

A  branch  of  industrjr  already  noticed  at  some  length  in  former 
reports,  viz.,  the  production  of  oysters,  may  be  here  again  mentioned, 
as  it  affords  occupation  to  several  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  th<» 
neighbouring  town  and  health  resort  of  Arcachon.  The  result  of  last 
year's  production  is  stated  to  have  been  satisfactory  for  the  breeder:*^ 
the  total  number  exported  having  been  108,000,000  oysters,  against  only 
191,000,000  during  the  preceding  season.  Prices  are  rather  higher  at 
present  than  last  year,  and  vary  of  course  according  to  size  and  quality  ; 
the  retail  price  at  Bordeaux  at  this  date  is  from  3//.  to  Is.  2d.  per  dozen. 
The  Arcachon  oyster  beds  now  cover  an  aggregate  superficial  area  of 
about  10,000  acres. 

V.  Public  "Works. 

The  work  of  deepening  the  harbour  in  the  river  Garonne  off  this 
town  was  continued  last  year  and  will,  it  is  stated,  be  finished  in  1888, 

The  construction  of  more  extensive  quays  which  are  urgently 
required  for  the  discharging  and  loading  of  the  annually  increasing 
number  of  steamers  yisitidg  this  port,  has  however  not  yet  been  taken 
in  hand.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  in  the  interest  both  of  British  and 
other  shipping,  that  there  is  so  much  delay  in  providing  more  facilities- 
for  their  discharge  and  loading,  as  well  as  more  harbour  room;  at 
present  sea-going  vessels  bound  for  Bordeaux  are  frequently  obliged  to 
wait  several  days  at  the  outport  of  Pauillac  in  consequence  of  the^ 
insufficient  accommodation  in  this  harbour,  and  are  thereby  of  course 
exposed  to  much  inconvenience  and  expense. 

An  extensive  and  well-arranged  warehouse  for  the  use  of  vessels 
discharging  and  loading  in  the  new  dock  was  opened  for  public  use  last 
year;  but  the  condition  of  the  dock  entrance  continues  to  be  so  defec- 
tive that  it  prevents  the  dock  itself  from  being  made  use  of  by  shipping 
to  the  extent  it  would  otherwise  be  visited. 

The  museum  of  the  commercial  college  in  this  town  has  recently 
been  converted  into  a  public  commercial  museum  for  the  use  mort> 
particularly  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  classes.  It  is  for  tKia 
purpose  intended  to  place  it  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Bor- 
deaux Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  increase  its  size,  and  to  make  it  as 
soon  as  possible  a  complete  collection  of  all  foreign,  and  aho  particu- 
larly of  French  colonial  products. 

The  project  recently  started  by  .a  French  financial  company  of 
building  a  canal  for  seagoing  vessels  from  Bordeaux  toNarbonne  does  not 
appear  to  have  found  favour  with  the  government  of  Ihe  Republic,  though 
it  would  doubtless  be  of  considerable  advantage  for  strategical  purposee> 
as  well  as  for  the  interests  of  French  commerce,  and  the  construction 
of  the  canal  would  afford  employment  to  many  thousand  persons  who 
are  in  want  of  work.  The  financial  question  is  however  probably  the 
obstacle  to  this  work  being  undertaken  with  the  assistance  of  the  State 
at  present. 

YI.   GXNSBAL  BeMABKS. 

Impediments         Apart  from  the  prejudicial  effects  of  the  general  commercial  depres- 
to  develop-      aion  which  has  arrested  the  further  progress  of  the  trade  between  the 
ment  of  trade.  United  Kingdom  and  Bordeaux  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  the 
'        great  impediments  to  the  development  of  this  trade  must  be  considered 
to  be  the  high  import  duties  on  all  foreign  goods  (with  a  few  unim- 
portant exceptions),  and  the  additional  duty  or  "surtaxe  d'entrep6t  "^ 
levied  on  ibreign  goods  imported  indirectly  into  France.    It  has  been 
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often  already  observed  in  mj  reports  on  the  trade  of  this  port,  that  the 
conclusion  of  a  commercial  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
establishing  a  lower  scale  of  duties  in  this  country  for  a  fixed  period  of 
ten  years  or  more  would  be  highly  desirable  for  British  interests,  and 
that  moreoyer  such  an  eyent  would  be  gladly  welcomed  also  by  the  com- 
mercial classes  of  Bordeaux. 

Further  adyantaees  for  British  trade  would  be  obtained  if  it  were 
found  possible  to  add  to  such  a  treaty  a  convention  modifying  the  ex- 
orbitant ship-brokerage  charges  to  which  foreign  vessels  visiting  Bor- 
deaux and  some  other  French  ports  are  at  present  subjected. 

Though  it  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  formed  a  subject  for  legis-  Spirit 
lative  proposals,  the  project  of  a  State  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  monopoly, 
and  sale  of  spirits  in  this  country  (particularly  since  a  similar  project 
has  been  under  discussion  in  the  German  Parliament),  has  formed  a 
topic  of  eager  debate  amongst  the  mercantile  and  industrial  classes  at 
Bordeaux.  During  the  last  few  months  public  opinion  in  this  town 
however  appears  to  be  strongly  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  such  a 
monopoly,  which,  it  is  considered,  would  not  merely  deprive  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  this  district  of  an  important  and  profitable 
trade,  but  also,  by  establishing  certain  modifications  in  the  quantity  of 
spirite  allowed  to  be  sold,  would  reduce  their  consumption,  more  espe- 
cially on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  thus  would  probably  cause 
rather  an  outfall  than  an  increase  in  the  revenue  expected  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  monopoly  system. 

An  international  congress  of  viticulturists  will  be  held  at  Bordeaux  ViUcnltand 
during  the  last  days  of  August  next,  and  will  doubtless  attract  a  large  oongreat. 
number  of  persons  interested  in  the  production  of  wine,  especially  in        ^ 
this  country. 

In  September  next  it  is  intended  to  hold  an  international  congress  Congress  for 
in  this  town,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Question  of  technical,  edacational 
commercial,  and  industnal  education,  and  it  is  hoped  that  delegates  Q^«tl<>'"»- 
from  all  countries  will  attend  the  same. 

British  Consulate,  Bordeaux,  April  7, 1886. 
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BOULOGNE. 

Sepcfi  hy  Ckmtul  Bonham  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Boulogne,  CalaiSj 
and  Dunkirk  for  the  Tear  1885. 

TSADB  AKD  GOMMBBOI. 

This  part  of  France  has  suffered,  and  is  still  suffering  much,  from  General 
the  general  depression  in  trade  which  exists  in  so  many  countries,  and  remarki. 
first  began  to  oe  felt  here  some  three  years  ago.    The  crisis  has  been 
very  severe  at  Calais,  where  the  three  principal  banks  have  suspended 
payment.    The  depression  is  also  severe  in  Lille,  which  is  the  centre  of 
one  of  the  most  important  manufSskcturiDg  districts  in  France. 

In  the  tables  accompanying  this  report,  and  forming  Annexes  Nos.  I.  imports  and 
toIY.,  will  be  found  details  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  (Com-  exports 
merce  O^n^ral)  at  the  ports  of  Boulogne  and  Calais  during  the  past  two 
years :  this  information  has  been  courteously  furnished  me  by  the  Custom 
authorities,  but  they  are  unable  to  jzive  the  values,  no  record  of  them 
being  kept  at  the  ports ;  but  the  information  published  in  Paris  shows 
that  the  value  of  the  imports  at  Boulogne  in  1884  was  estimated  at 
7,782,826/:,  whereas  in  1882  they  were  valued  at  nearly  10,000,000/., 
and  in  1880  at  over  11,000,000/.  sterling.  This  shows  a  steady  and 
very  serious  fall  in  value,  and  the  figures  for  1885,  which  I  have  not 
yet  obtained,  will  probably  show  a  further  decrease,  smce  the  weight 
of  imports  durins;  the  past  year  has  fallen  to  277,608  tons  from  847,794 
tons  in  1884,  which  year  also  showed  a  decrease  on  1883,  when  the 
weight  was  (^91,619,  or  much  the  same  as  in  the  two  previous  years. 

With  regard  to  exports  from  Boulogne  the  ftlling-off  in  value  has  not 
been  so  considerable,  the  value  in  3884  having  been  5,243,769/.,  against 
rather  under  6,000,000/.  in  1880  and  1882 :  the  weight  in  1885  shows 
recovery  over  1884,  and  is  nearly  up  to  the  average  of  the  three  years 
previous  to  that.  The  above  remarks  clearly  show  that  the  trade  of  the 
port  is  on  the  decline,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  is  only  temporary. 

At  Calais  the  imports  show  a  greater  falling-off  in  value  tnan  m 
weight.  The  value  in  1884  was  about  the  same  as  in  1882,  but  consider- 
ably less  than  it  was  in  1880;  the  total  weight  in  1885  was  204,214 
tons ;  it  was  257,201  tons  in  the  previous  year,  which  was  a  shght 
increase  on  1883,  though  less  than  in  1882. 

Exports  in  1884  show  an  increase  both  in  quantity  and  value  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  having  risen  to  2,376,071/.  in  1884  from 
about  IfiOOfiOot.  in  1882,  in  which  year  the  weight  was  27,756  tons, 
which  rose  to  31^90  tons  in  1883,  and  to  83,316  tons  in  1884,  but  fell 
again  to  29,143  tons  in  1885. 

The  bulk  of  the  import  and  export  trade,  both  at  Boulogne  and 
Calais,  is  with  British  ports,  and  they  are  both  eminently  ports  of  transit. 

BoriioeiiB  lufOBTS. 

The  decrease  has  continued  steadily  for  the  last  four  years.  g|]]^ 

This  is  fish  going  through  from  London,  to  Paris,  and  the  quantity  o^^m. 
was  unusually  large  in  1884.  oeansn.  . 
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Coal.  This  sbows  a  falling-off  from  previous  years. 

Pig  iron.  This  also  sbows  a  steady  falling-off. 

Wool.  This  shows  a  fi;reat  decrease  as  compared  with  1882  and  1883. 

Wood.  This  arrives* chiefly  from  the  Baltic  and  Norway,  and  for  the  last 

three  years  shows  a  very  heavy  and  steady  falling-off:  two  cargoes  are 

now  expected  from  Pensacola. 
^^*  Ice  is  used  by  the  fishermen  for  preserving  their  fish  at  sea:  it  is  now 

being  made  artificially,  and  the  import  is  likely  to  decrease  in  con- 
sequence. 
Iron  ore.  This  comes  from  Spain;  the  depression  in  the  iron  trade  and 

furnaces  being  put  out  causes  the  decrease. 
Hachinery.  The    falling  off  in  machines  and  machinery,   which   come  from 

England,  is  marked,  and  very  serious,  especially  compared  with  1883, 

and  it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  not  caused  by  foreign  competition 

as  much  as  by  depression  in  trade. 
Iron  articles.  The  decrease  in  these  articles,  which  also  arrive  from  English  ports, 

is  serious. 
Fishiogneis.         Some  cotton  fishing  nets  are  imported  from  Bridport  and  from 

Scotland.    I  think  that  more  business  plight  be  done  in  this  article. 


Egg?. 
Herrings. 


Potatoes. 
Fresh  fruit. 
Bags. 


Wines  and 

spiritf. 

Tissues. 

Iron. 

Portland 

cement 


BouLoexE  Exports. 

Decrease  small,  but  considerable  compared  with  former  years ;  but 
at  Calais  thei*e  is  an  increase. 

Dried  or  salted  on  the  increase  have  been  sent  to  England,  Germany, 
Holland,  and  Sweden,  but  some  cargoes  lately  sent  to  England  are 
returning,  as  the  prices  ruling  in  the  markets  here  are  more  fovourable 
than  in  England. 

Average. 

On  the  increase ;  arrives  here  from  the  south  in  transit. 

The  decrease  in  1884  was  owing  to  the  import  into  England  being 
prohibited  for  some  months  on  account  of  cholera  in  the  South  of 
France. 

The  export  for  1885  is  normal,  that  for  l8S4i  having  been  above  the 
average. 

Wool  and  silk  show  a  large  increase,  especially  silk  tulle,  but 
tissues  of  cotton  show  a  falling  off. 

A  large  increase,  chiefly  in  iron  pipes,  <&c.,  sent  to  Holland. 

A  large  quantity  is  made  in  this  vicinity,  and  several  cargoes  have 
been  sent  to  England  and  Portugal ;  it  has  also  been  exported  to  Spain, 
Norway,  Tunis,  Belgium,  Italy,  Eivor  Plate,  Brazil,  and  Cochin  China. 


Wool. 
Wheat. 


Coals. 
Pig  iron. 
Ifaehines. 


Wood. 


Imports:  Calais. 

The  quantity  does  not  vary  much. 

The  decrease  may  be  caused  by  a  better  harvest,  but  the  present 
harbour  is  not  convenient  for  large  vsssels,  which  prefer  going  to 
Dunkirk. 

Eeturns  f  or  the  past  five  years  show  a  steady  falling  off.  No  doubt 
native  coal  is  more  used. 

This  came  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  falling-off  is  considerable  ill' 
conmarison  with  former  years. 

The  decrease  is  very  serious:  it  mav,  in  great  measure,  be  accounted 
for  by  the  depression  in  trade,  especiaUy  the  lace  trade  at  Calais;  but 
English  machines  and  machinery  are  subject  to  serion  competition 
from  foreign  manufacturers. 

The  import  continues  to  decrease  here  as  at  Boulogne. 
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ExpOBTB :  Calais. 

These  show  an  increase  on  former  years  at  Calais,  whereas  atl^ 
Boulogne  they  show  a  decrease. 

These  show  a  large  decrease :  this  is  an  export  which  raries  greatly  Potstoes. 
according  to  crops. 

The  decrease  of  sugar  is  large,  especially  when  compared  with  that  Sugar, 
of  former  years. 

There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  quantity    passing   in  transit  Fr«sh  fruit 
through  this  port,  which  may  account  for  the  increase  at  &ulogne,  but 
the  quantity  is  largely  in  excess  of  what  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

The  export  is  increasing :  the  figures  were  in  1881  36  tons,  1882  Machines. 
22  tons,  1883  52  tons.     These  make  the  increase  very  striking,  and 
show  the  serious  competition  to  which  English  manufacturers  are  now 
being  subjected,  especially  when  we  take  into  account  that  the  import 
of  machines  and  machinery  is  on  the  decline. 

ShIPPIXG  AK3)  NaYIGATIOJT. 

The  shipping  at  Boulogne  during  the  year  1885  shows  a  ferj  small  Shipping  at 
diminution  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  (see  returns  Annexes  Bonlognf. 
Nos.  y.  and  YIO^  but  it  is  very  considerably  less  than  it  was  in  the 
year  1882,  when  2,804  vessels  entered,  with  a  tonnaj^e  of  659,142; 
and  also  in  the  year  1883,  when  2,209  vessels  entered,  with  a  tonnage  of       « 
557,498.    These  figures  do  not  include  pleasure  yachts  or  vessels  put 
in  through  stress  of  weather. 

I  regret  again  to  have  to  report  a  falling  off  in  British  shipping. 
According  to  the  returns  courteously  furnished  me  by  the  Custom- 
house, and  which  I  give  in  Annex  No.  Y.,  the  number  of  British  vessels 
entering  the  port  in  1885  decreased  by  84,  and  their  tonnage  was 
45,966  tons  less  than  in  1884 :  this  decrease  is  the  more  serious,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  in  1882  the  number  was  1,532  vessels,  with  a 
tonnage  of  435,135  tons,  and  in  1883  1,394  vessels,  representinff  a 
tonnage  of  423,223  tons.  The  number  of  British  vessels  under  sail  is 
steadilv  falling-off:  148  entered  the  port  in  1882;  these  feU  to  72 
the  following  year,  and  to  28  in  1885. 

The  passenger  and  cargo  steamers  of  the  South-Eastem  Bailway 
Company  arriving  from  Folkestone  numbered  747  during  the  year 
1885 :  to  these  have  to  be  added  191  steamers  from  London,  most  of 
them  belonging  to  the  General  Steam  N'avigation  Company.  There  is 
also  a  line  of  steamers  between  this  and  Goole  which  make  two  voyages 
a  week ;  the  remaindei^  are  chiefly  steamers  with  coal,  though  four 
arrived  from  Norway  and  Sweden  with  timber. 

Most  British  vessels  leave  for  British  ports :  one  sailing  vessel  took 
cement  to  the  Biver  Plate  and  another  to  HoUuid,  and  one  steamer 
took  a  similar  cargo  to  Saieon ;  11  steamers  took  iron  to  Holland,  chiefly 
iron  pipes  coming  from  tiie  iron  works  at  Marquise,  which  are  now 
dosecL 

Iron  ore  from  Spain  arrives  almost  entirely  in  French  bottoms,  87 
French  steamers  having  arrived  with  it  during  the  year. 

A  return,  showing  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  ships  entering  Shipping  al 
the  port  of  Calais  during  the  past  year,  will  be  found  in  Annex  No.  Osliiii. 
YII.    1  have  been  unaole  so  early  in  the  year  to  obtain  a  complete 
return  of  the  vessels  clearing  during  that  year ;  but  the  number  of  vessds 
entering  and  leaving  are  substantitdl^  the  same,  as  it  is  not  a  port  in 
which  vessels  remain  any  length  of  tune. 

The  return  calls  for  but  few  remarks.  With  regard  to  British  vessels 
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tho  number  remains  much  the  9ame  as  in  former  years :  there  is  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  1883,  but  an  increase  over  1884.  The  steam- 
ships eonsisi  chiefly  of  the  mail  and  car^o  steamers  of  the  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Eailwaj  Company  irom  Dover ;  the  others  are 
accounted  for  by  the  regular  line  of  cargo  steamers  from  Groole,  a 
certain  number  of  steam  colliers,  and  a  few  steamer^  with  timber  from 
the  Baltic.    The  number  of  British  sailing  vessels  has  decreased. 

The  falling-off  in  Norwegian  and  Eussian  vessels  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  dinuuution  in  the  import  of  timber,  and  also  by  some  English 
steamers  having  been  employed  in  this  trade. 

Most  of  the  French  steamers  are  the  mail  steamers  plying  between 
Dover  nnd  Calais,  which  sail  under  the  French  flag  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  French  mail  contract. 


Crops. 


Market  prices. 


AaRIOULTlTRS. 

Last  year  was  a  favourable  one  for  agriculture,  and  the  crops  were 
generally  good :  complaints  are,  nevertheless,  ruade  of  depression,  and 
landowners  complain  of  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
rents  which,  in  many  instances,  remain  unpaid,  and  many  farms  have 
been  thrown  up  and  remain  unlet. 

In  this  parfc  of  France  there  is  no  import  of  fresh  beef  from  America, 
or  mutton  irom  Australia,  and  the  prices  of  meat  are  higbi- which  ought 
to  be  good  for  the  farmers  t  no  doubt  the  competition  of  foreign  wheat 
is  severe,  and  they  are  loud  in  their  demands  for  increase^  duties  on 
imported  wheat. 

The  market  prices  of  com  and  meat  diu^ing  the  last  half  of  the 
months  of  September,  1884  and  1885,  are  given  as  follows  in  the 
Annuaire  of  the  Department  of  the  Pas  de  Calaia : — 


Popalstion. 


Beef    ^      .• 

Per  kilo. 

1884 

1685. 

lfr.87c. 

lfr.S7c. 

>»           ••      '  •• 

«  u»* 

m. 

8^. 

-  ;     ; 

•MntkA    ...  ,      .. 

„    kila 

2fr*  16c. 

2fr.  16c. 

tf          •  •        •  • 

„    lb. 

9Jd. 

9jd. 

.  Wheat       .,  .      .. 

„    hectolitre    .. 

15fr.  89c. 

16fr.  81c 

f>          • .        • . 

„    iiiuarter 

SSs.  lOd. 

«78.  lOd. 

Buiey       .. 

„    hectolitre    .. 

llfr.  440. 

lOtt.  28c 

^   ■ 

'      •    *  tf                   ••                •• 

„    qo&TUx       .. 

26s,   .7d. 

26s.    6d. 

Oats 

„    beutoUtre    .. 

7fir.  66c. 

7fr.  37c 

yi                  _  ••               •. 

„    quarter 

17s.    ed. 

178.   Id. 

Potatoes    «. 

,    hectolitre    . . 

4fr.  96c 

6fr.  84c 

„          •  •        •  • 

„    bushel 

Is.     6d. 

Is.  6id. 

PoPTTliiLTIOH  AND  IndUSTHIBS. 

A^  this  part  of  Pranee  is  much  frequented  by  British  snbjeods,  some 
statistics  regarding  the  population  may  prove  of  interest. 

The  iotal  population,  iJpban  and  rural,  of  the  Department  of  the 
Fas  de  Calais  was  given  in  the  last  eensas  (1881)  aa  819,002,  and  that 
of  the  Nord  as  1,608,259,  and  the  number  of  British  subjeote  dxi>  the 
two  departments  was  stated  to  be  7,894.  The  following  table  gives 
the  movement  of  the  population  during  two  years  :— 
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Tew. 

BirthB. 

KaniagM. 

Deaths. 

Ezoessof 

Births  over 

J>eath8. 

Pas  de  Calais— 
1883         ..         .. 
1884 

1883 

lOvv               •  •               •• 

25,087 
25,199 

51,919 
50,950 

6,228 
6,708 

12,441 
12,739 

18,980 
18,568 

85,261 
85,538 

6,107 
7,851 

15,938 
15,412  . 

It  will  be  seen  jGrom  the  above  that  although  in  .^dwj  dje]3artment8 
in  Fraaoe  liie  population  ia  aaid  to  bo  on  the  decrease,  such  is  not  the 
case  in  the  above-mentioned  two  departments,  as  the  births  are  con- 
siderablV'  in  excess  of  the  deaths.  As  tb  the  town  of  Boulogne,  the 
population  of  which  is  given  as  48,954,  the  births  in  1885  were  1,368 
against  1,422  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  deatha  were  1,076  in  1881*, 
and  1,100  iB  1885,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  24*48  per  1,000  and 
25  per  1,000. 

The  season  1883-84  proved  anunuaaally  profitably  one  to  those  |«|gi|^es. 
engaged  in  the  fishing  iudustrj  :  the  value  of  the  fish  sold  in  that  year 
amounted  to  608,25^,  or  165,059/.  more  than  during  the  previous 
season.  During  the  year  1884-85  the  weight  of  fish  taken  (exclusive  of 
mollnscsand  emstacea)  was  88,884  tons  of  1,000  kilos.  eaoh,agaiQ8t  84,^^53 
tons  in  the  previous  year;  bat  prices  were  so  much  lawer  that,  in  spite 
of  the  largely  increased  quantity,  the  value  is  given  aa  having  been  only 
446,1802. 

The  value  of  the  fisheries  has  greatly  increased,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  foUowisg  figures,  showing  the  values  at  difierent  epochs,  viz.,  in 

£ 

1865        190,817 

1869        ^         ..         •«         .^         .«         •«     £86^69 

1874        ..     286,774 

1879        ••         •♦  ,      ^*         .♦    .     ..         ..     441,651 

The  number  of  fishing  boats  belonging  to  Boulbgne  is  237,  and  if 
we  add.vthose  belonging  to  the  outlying  villages  of  Staples,  Portel, 
Equihon,  and  Audn^nellea^  whoM  operations  aie  induded  in.  the.  above 
figuresj  tii^  number  is  raised  to  378.  The  number  of  seamen  registered 
in  the  district  on  the  1st  January,  1885,  was  4,462,  of  whom  386  were 
serving  in  the  Navy. 

.  The  crews  of  60  of  the  boats  belonging  to  Boulogne  are  paid  by 
wages ;  in  the  case  of  the  others  the  s^rstem  of  division  of  profit  and 
loss  between  the  owner  and  the  crew  still  exists;  this  arrangement  is  a 
very  ancient  one  in  this  port^  tracQs  of  its  existence  being  found  in  a 
charter  of  1,121. 

Fishing  and  the  cure  of  fish  are  very  important  industries  in 
Boulogne.  I 

The  fisheries  in  which  the  boats  fpom  th^  Boulogne:  district  take 
part  are: — 

Ist.   Iceland  cod  fishery,  February  to  September. 

2nd.  On  the  Dogger  Bank,  March  to  June. 

8rd.  Madcerel,  salting  the  fish  on  board  off  the  cdakts  of  Ireland, 
Ac,  April  to  May. 

4th.  Herring,  salting  the  fish  on  board  off  the  east  coast  of  Scot- 
land and  England^  June  to  October 
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5th.  Herring,  off  the  French  coast,  Sk.,  the  fish  being  brought  in 
fresh,  October  to  February. 

6th.  Mixed  fishing  off  the  coast,  which  goes  on  all  the  year  for  the 
supply  of  fresh  fish. 

7th.  Molluscs,  shell  fish,  and  Crustacea^  along  the  coast. 

In  1883  only  two  boats  took  part  in  the  Iceland  cod  fishery ;  their 
produce  was  38()  tons.  They  were  valued  at  6,562/.  In  188^  five 
vessels  went  and  returned  with  only  350  tons,  value  6,201/.,  so  the 
venture  proved  most  unsuccesshd. 

Hernng  fishing  and  curing  is  really  the  most  important  fishing 
iudustry,  and  I  thin^  the  following  information  may  prove  of  interest : — 

Tons. 
Herrings  caught  on  the  Dogger  Baalr  ..        ••        ••        ••      4,047 

„  „     off  Scotland  and  England 17,998 

Total  salted  herrings 22,045 

„    fresh       „  •• •       8,222 

„    in  1884-6 80,267 

„    in  1888-4 28,828 

Increase  in  1884-5  over  1888    ••        ••        •.        ••      6,444 

I  am  informed  that  the  result  has  proved  most  unsatisfactoir  for 
the  fishermen,  since  owing  to  low  prices  the  produce  of  the  sale  oi  the 
increased  quantity  yielded  140,100/.  less  than  the  amount  realised  in 
the  previous  year.  I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  obtain  figures  for 
1885,  but  the  take  of  herrings  in  November  and  December  was  very 
large :  prices  ruled  extremely  low,  and  large  quantities  of  fresh  herrings 
were  exported  to  England. 

The  produce  of  the  1884  fishery  was  disposed  of  as  fdlows  ^— 

Tons. 

Sent  away  freeh 8,222 

„        salted,  white 18,022 

„     red 8,9M 

fiemaining  in  stock  in  the  warehooses  in  March,  1886  :— 

White  herrings       707 

Bed           „            109 

26^068 
The  remainder  consomed  looaUj,  or  heing  damaged,  nsed  for 

manure        ••        •        ••        ••      4,214 

80,267 

which  weight  is  estimated  to  represent  about  200,000,000  of  herrings. 

The  viuue  of  the  fish  caught  hj  boats  belonging  to  other  ports  in 
the  department  of  the  Fas  de  Calais  was  as  follows :— 


Ports. 

1888. 

1884. 

Calais 

Berek 

£ 

86,790 
62,867 

£ 
89,886 

Sugar.  ^^  ^  Oalaig. — During  the  season  1888-84  there  were  86  sugar 

factories  at  work,  and  owing  to  the  abundance  and  quality  of  the  b^t- 
root  of  the  1883  crop,  the  quantity  of  sugar  produced  showed  a  con- 
siderable increase:  tnere  were,  nevertheless,  complaints  that  the  large. 
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importfttions  of  sugar  from  Oermany  had  lowered  prices,  and  rendered 
the  position  of  wis  industry  rery  critical.  The  result  of  this  is 
apparent  from  the  &ct  that  in  1884-85  the  factories  at  work  declined  to 
74.  No  doubt  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  beet  crop  iu  1884  was 
poor,  and  the  production  of  sugar  is  stated  to  have  shown  a  diminution 
of  64  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  previous  season,  which,  howcTer, 
was  an  exceptionally  good  one.  I  regret  that  the  Annuaire  of  the 
Department  does  not  give  the  usual  figures. 

The  number  of  distilleries  iu  the  Pas  de  Calais  has  increased  from  Spirits. 
88  to  40,  in  spite  of  the  complaint  that  they  suffer  from  the  existing 
depression  of  trade,  aud  the  produce  in  1884-85  was  3^76,684  gallons  cS 
spirits,  against  8,949,842  gallons  in  the  prerious  year. 

The  quantity  of  beer  brewed  in  the  first  half  of  1884  showed  an  q^^, 
increase,  in  spite  of  the  large  quantity  of  cider  made  from  the  abundant 
crop  of  1888 :  this,  however,  was  not  maintained,  as  the  total  quantity  of 
beer  brewed  during  the  year  1884  was  29,098,628  gallons,  or  a  decrease 
of  204,627  gallons  as  compared  with  1888,  but  still  this  was  rather 
above  the  average  of  previous  years ;  however,  the  quantity  brewed 
during  the  first  half  of  1885  is  stated  to  show  a  very  marked  decrease, 
which  is  not  to  bo  wondered  at,  considering  the  depression  iu  trade 
and  business  generally.  The  number  of  breweries  in  1884  was  528,  or 
a  decrease  of  five. 

There  are  85  mines  of  iron  ore  in  the  Pas  de  Calais,  and  the  quantity  Iron, 
of  ore  extracted  decreases  yearly :  in  1,888  it  was  49,800  tons  against 
68,200  in  the  previous  year,  and  in  1884  only  nine  mines  were  worked. 
The  ore  used  is  now  chiefly  imported  from  Spain,  but  the  quantity  is  on 
the  decrease  since  the  blast  furnaces  at  Marquise  were  put  out  in 
January,  1884,  and  the  works  there  were  altogether  closed  in  the  first 
days  of  this  year.  The  iron  works  at  Outreau  are  still  going,  but  trade 
is  very  dull,  and  since  1884  only  one  furnace  out  of  three  has  been  in 
blast. 

The  steel  works  belonging  to  the  Soc]^t6  de  Aci^ries  de  France, 
which  were  established  at  Isbergues,  in  the  Pas  de  Calais,  about  four 
years  ago,  obtain  the  ore  for  the  supply  of  their  two  blast  furnaces  from 
jBilbao,  and  their  yearly  produce  is  stated  to  me  to  be  about  90.000 
tons  of  cast  steel,  and  60,000  tons  of  steel  rails. 

The  following  table  gives  the  production  of  the  iron  works  of  the 
Nord  in  1888  and  1884  -.— 


1884. 

1888. 

Nature  of  Produce. 

QuanUtj. 

Price  Ex.  25 
fr.  to  the  £. 

Qaantity. 

Price  £x.  iS 
fr.  to  the  £. 

Befinediron 
Merchant  iron     •  • 

Rails         

Special  iron 

Sheet  iron 

BesMiner  steel     •  • 

Tons  of  1,000 

Kilos. 
219,548 
211,941 

18,165 

47,887 

80,5S8 

76,608 

£   «.  d 

2    8  10 
6    2    5 
6    8    0 

6  18    5 

7  9    7 
7    17 

Tons  of  1,000 
KUoB. 
254,264 
205,885 
14,904 
64,469 
22,825 
88,781 

£  «.  i. 

2  14    5 
7    8  10 
7  12    0 

7  4  10 
10    8    0 

8  8    0 

An  examination  of  this  table  shows  that  the  produce  has  largely 
decreased,  except  in  the  case  of  merchant  iron.    The  crisis  in  this  trade 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MO 


FBJLBTOB. 


has  caused  saoh  a  heavy  fall  in  prices  thai;,  if  it  continues,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  it  will  lead  to  the  closing  of  many  of  the  works. 

0<m\.  The  commercial  depression  has  made  itself  felt  in  the  output  of  the 

coal  mines ;  the  quantity  raised  in  the  Pas  de  Calais  has  for  some  years 
been  steadily  increasing  by  some  400,000  tons  a  year,  until  it  reached 
the  maximum  of  6,155,801  tons  in  1888,  but  fell  to  6,036,340  tons  in 
1884,  and  the  figures  for  last  year  show  a  slight  recovery,  the  produce 
being  6,112,269  tons.  The  number  of  workmen  employed  underground 
was  22,577,  including  2,255  children,  and  employment  was  given  above 
ground  to  4,842  men,  760  women,  and  871  children.  In  the  department 
of  the  Nord,  although  the  output  of  8,584,797  tons  in  1885  shows  a 
slight  increase  over  1884,  when  it  was  3,401,517  tons,  it  is  still 
about  150,000  tons  below  the  average  of  the  four  years  1880  bo  1883. 

Cement.  A  great  deal  of  Portland  cement  is  made  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town, 

but  at  present  I  am  assured  that  this  business  is  in  an  extremely  depressed 
state,  in  spite  of  some  large  orders  for  the  French  Government,  and  also 
I  understand  for  the  Panama  Canal,  but  the  prices  are  said  to  be 
barely  remunerative.  A  great  deal  of  the  depression  is  due  to  the 
number  of  new  cement  works  which  were  started  a  few  years  ago, 
owing  to  the  large  profits  which  were  being  made  in  this  business. 
Many  of  the  new  works  have  already  proved  unprofitable,  and  are  closed, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  low  prices  caused  by  competition. 

Zinc.  The    prepuce  of  the    zinc    works    at    d'Auby-les-Douai    (Nord) 

continues  stationary ;  in  1883  it  fell  to  10,597  tons,  but  rose  in  1884 
to  11,210,  or  nearly  the  same  as  in  1881  and  1882 :  the  average  price 
was  386  fr.,  or  15Z.  8«.  lOd.  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos,  (or  2,207  lbs.). 

Lace  trade.  ^^^  depression  which  has  existed  in  the  lace  trade  at  Calais  may  be 

fairly  described  as  having  been  intense :  this  is  a  trade  which  is  always 
subject  to  great  fluctuations,  but  during  the  past  year  it  has  been 
unusually  bad.  However,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report,  that  since  the 
commencement  of  this  year  it  has  improved,  and  this  would  probably 
prove  a  very  good  season  bad  it  not  been  for  the  suspension  of  payment 
by  the  three  principal  banks,  which  has  seriously  affected  many  of  the 
manufacturers ;  but  this  may  eventually  prove  beneficial,  as  there  Las 
hitherto  been  such  a  large  quantity  of  goods  manufactured  in  excess  of 
requirements. 

This  industry  was  originally  imported  from  Nottingham,  from  whence 
most  of  the  machinery  is  still  obtained.  A  large  quantity  of  lace  is  now 
sent  annually  to  England,  where  it  competes  with  Nottingham,  having 
no  duty  to  pay  on  entry,  whereas  Nottingham  cannot  compete  with 
Calais,  owing  to  the  French  Customs  duties.  The  advantage  of  the 
Calais  manufacturers  over  those  at  Nottingham  is  therefore  evident, 
since  they  have  both  the  French  and  Engush  markets  open  to  them 
without  duty. 

PmsLio  WOBKS. 

Boulogne  I^  *^®  J^^  1884, 1  reported  fully  on  the  harbour  works  here,  and 

harbour.  have  now  only  to  record  that  the  construction  of  the  south-west 

breakwater  has  been  proceeded  with  regularly :  much  progress  has  been 
made,  it  now  curves  round,  affords  considerable  protection  to  the 
entrance  of  the  present  harbour,  and  has  thrown  the  current  Airther 
seaward. 

This  breakwater,  which  only  forms  a  portion  of  the  original  plan 
for  the  construction  of  a  large  deep-sea  harbour,  will  probably  be 
completed  in  another  two  years,  but  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any 
certainty.  As  to  the  other  portions  of  the  original  plan,  that  is  to  say 
a  north«east  breakwater,  which  would  form  a  prolongation  of  one  of  the 
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eikting  piers  and  a  detacbed  breakwater,  all  idea  of  their  beinf  erek 
,eomiDeaoed  bag  for  tbe  moment  floated  away,  and  it  seems  doabtftd 
whetber  tbis  pmrtion  of  the  scberoe  will  ever  be  carried  out. 

Altbouf^b  the  works  at  thk  port  bare  not  been  pnshed  on  as  rapidly  Oslais 
as  tboy  might  have  been,  I  am  able  to  report  that  reiy  considerable  and  harbour. 
marked  progress  has  been  made.  The  demolition  of  the  old  fortifications, 
ramparts,  and  gates  of  the  town  of  Calais  is  nearly  completed ;  and  ^e 
town  of  St.  Pierre-les-Calais,  originally  a  small  subnrb,  but  which  had 
grown  until  it  bad  a  population  of  more  than  double  that  of  the  old 
town  of  Calais,  has  been  administratively  amalgamated  with  it,  and  the 
historical  name  of  Calais  has  been  retained  for  the  united  town. 

The  works  for  the  deviation  of  tbe  canal  and  the  locks  connected 
therewith  ar^  fast  approachinc^  completion*  The  floatiog  dock  may  be 
said  to  be  completed^  except  that  the  g^afces  are  not  yet  put  up.  The 
sinking  of  the  foundations  of  the  quay  for  the  mail  packets  in  the  new 
tidal  barbour  are  completed,  and  the  wall  itself  commenced.  Much 
bowever  still  remains  to  be  done,  and  up  to  the  present  the  erection  of 
the  maritime  railway  station  has  not  been  commenced.  I  gave  a  full  report 
and  plan  of  these  works  in  January  1883,  and  then  stated  it  was  possible 
tiiat  the  tidal  barbour  might  be  opened  in  three  years:  this  would  ver? 
probably  have  been  the  case  if  the  works  had  been  pushed  on  with 
activity ;  but  1  see  no  reason  whv,  if  the  present  rate  of  progress  is 
continued,  the  tidal  barbour  should  not  be  in  use,  and  the  floating  dock 
opened  by  the  end  of  next  year ;  but  it  will  be  some  years  more  before 
the  whole  of  the  works  are  completed:  all  depends  on  the  activity  with 
which  the  works  are  proceeded  with. 

Tbe  preliminary  works  for  the  proposed  Channel  tunnel  have  been  Channel 
Buspended  on  the  French  side  since  the  autumn  of  1883,  and  the  water  tonneL 
has  been  allowed  to  rise  in  the  shafts,  all  pumping  operations  having 
been  suspended.  Even  before  tbe  works  were  finally  abandoned,  the 
gallery  itself,  at  a  distance  of  about  350  metres  from  the  bottom  of  the 
shaft,  was  blocked  with  a  masonry  wall  about  2^  metres  thick,  tbe 
further  portion  of  the  gallery  being  then  allowed  to  fill  with  water. 

Oeksbal  Esmasks. 

The  total  numbers  of  passengers  landing  and  embarking  at  Calais  nu_    i 
and  Boulogne  during  the  past  four  years  were  as  follows : —  passenger 

--i------- — — — — .— -i——  traffic. 


In  1862 
1883 
1884 
1885 


Boulogne. 


144,810 
149,836 
185,488 
118,096 


Calais. 


228,564 
283,486 
188,431 
190,595 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  1884  there  was  a  considerable  falling-off 
in  the  number  of  passengers  passing  through  both  ports.  Although 
the  imposition  of  a  poll  tax  of  1  fr.  (lOd.)  on  each  passenger  landing  or 
embarking  at  these  ports,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  Ist  October, 
1884,  may  have  caused  the  numbers  to  have  been  taken  more  accurately 
than  previously,  still  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  considerable  falling-off  in 
numbers  did  occur  in  that  year :  the  existence  of  cholera  in  the  South  of 
Europe  may  fairly  be  considered  to  account  for  a  portion  of  this  decrease, 
but  it  is  remarkable  that  the  united  numbers  for  both  ports  show  little 
alteration  in  1885 ;  but  the  number  passing  through  Calais  has  increased 
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daring  the  past  year,  whereas  at  Boulogne  it  has  decreased,  whioh  maj 
be  pi^y  accounted  for  by  the  diminished  number  of  excursionists, 
caused  by  the  imposition  of  the  poll  tax  of  1  fr.  each  on  passengers 
landing  or  embarking,  which  caused  a  falling*off  in  the  day-excursion 
steamers  from  Bamsgate,  &c.,  during:  the  summer. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  number  of  passengers  landing  at 
Calais  daring  the  past  two  years  exceeded  the  number  embarking  there, 
whereas  the  contrary  is  the  case  at  Boulogne,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
following  figures : — 


Boulogne^ 


Calais. 


PasBengers  landed  in  1884  .. 
„  embarked  „  •• 
„  landed  in  1885  .. 
.,         embarked    ,, 


67,627 
67,811 
56,879 
61,717 


98,656 
89,775 
99,188 
91,407 


sernce. 


I  would  call  special  attention  to  the  remarkable  fact  that,  from  an 
examination  of  the  returns  for  the  past  four  years,  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  passengers  landing  from  England  at  these  two  ports  exceeded 
the  number  embarking  by  29,908. 
Channel  mail  With  regard  to  Boulogne,  I  have  to  record  that  owing  to  the 
and^pasaenger  extensive  dredging  operations,  both  inside  and  outside  the  harbour,  the 
channel  has  been  so  much  improved  that  the  daily  passenger  service  of 
the  South-Eastern  Aailway  Company  between  London  and  Paris,  vi& 
Polkestone  aud  Boulogne,  has  now  ceased  to  be  a  service  at  changeable 
hours  to  suit  the  tide,  having,  since  the  month  of  April,  1885,  become  a 
regular  one  at  fixed  hours ;  and  this  service  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
most  regular  manner.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  breakwater,  of  which 
I  speak  in  my  remarks  on  public  works,  has  .proved  of  great  benefit  to 
the  entrance  of  tho  harbour,  and  affords  very  considerable  protection  to 
vessels  entering  in  stormy  weather.  The  mail  service  between  London 
and  the  Continent,  vi&  Dover  and  Calais,  has  been  accelerated,  and  the 
three  services  daily  each  way  by  that  port  have  been  performed  with 
regularity. 

The  project,  alluded  to  in  my  report  of  March  1884,  of  accelerating 
the  mail  trains  between  Calais  and  Paris  by  the  construction  of  a  short 
loop-line  outside  Boulogne  station,  so  as  to  avoid  the  delay  caused  by 
their  running  into  it  and  changing;  engines,  has  not  yet  been  carried 
out,  owing  to  the  opposition  raised  against  it  in  this  town ;  it  is  only 
natural  the  project  should  meet  with  opposition  here,  as  if  carried  out 
the  three  through  mail  trains  running  daily  each  way  between  Calais 
and  Paris  would  not  stop  at  Boulogne. 
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Annex  No.  L— Bbtubn  showing  the  Principal  Imports  at  the  Port  of 
Boulogne  during  the  Tears  1884-86. 


QooDB  PAinro  Dutt. 


Description  of  Goods. 


Wsste  dlk  spun 

Sea  fish,  other  than  ood 

Mother-of-pearl  (anatoralshell) 

Wheat y 

Sugar    

Pxesenres  and  sweet  hisonits  .. 

Coffee 

Tea       

Fixed  oils,  pore,  and  others  .. 

^^owi         •»  ,,  ,,  ^^ 

Pig  iron  ,.         ,,         ., 

Iron  of  all  kinds 

Steel,  in  bars 

„      rolled  in  plates  «•        •• 
Beer 
Tarns  of  (Fas  de)— 

Flax  or  hemp  .. 

Cotton,  pare  or  mixed,  by 
weight      ,,        ,, 

n       bymessore..         i 

Alpaca  wool,  pure  or  mixed 

Qoats'hair  .. 
Tissues  of  wool— 

Gsrpets 

Other  tissnes 
Tissues  of  cotton— 

Talles(hee) 

Other  tissues. 

Kaehines  snd  machinery 
Articles  in  iron  or  wire 


Weights  or 
Measures. 


Tons  •• 


Cwts... 
Tons  .. 


Gallons 
Tons  •• 


1,000  metres,  or 

1,094  yards 
Tons  .. 


1884. 


77 

2,527 

685 

.47 

150 

639 

.10 

86 

103 

146,753 

5^3 

181 

1,140 

887 

38,978 

131 

679 

^7,585,035 

596 
848 

492 
3,682 

3* 
2,457 
1,596 
1,386 


1885. 


28 

1,972 

718 

3,024 

162 

542 

21 

31 

113 

125,160 

5,246 

82 

696 

218 

39,434 

138 

663 

7,891,462 

1,153 
430 

403 
3,807 

5 

2,140 

1,294 

•93 


GooDB  BztMPT  iwuc  CusfDia  DUfOS. 


Description  of  Goods. 

Weights  or 
Measures. 

1884. 

1885. 

Wool  of  aU  kinds 
Bilk,  raw  or  thrown     •• 
Cereals,  other  than  wheat      .. 
Wood  for  building      .. 

Jute 

^  ManilUhemp 

Ice        .,        

Iron  ore.  •        •  •        •  •        •  • 

Tons..        .. 
„     ••        •• 

n      ••          •• 
n      ••          •• 
„      ••          •• 
„      •  •          •  • 
„      •  •          •  • 
,t      ••          •• 

19,001 

185 

3,574 

43,817 

1,080 

280 

3,022 

67,160 

15,974 

95 

2,986 

18,416 

459 

194 

2,156 

57,474 

Total  weight  of  imports  j 
„    Talue         „ 

Tons  of 
1,000  kUos. 
£sterUng 

}    347,794 
7,782,826 

277,608 

•  • 
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Annex. No*  II. — ^BETUBir  showing  the  Principal  Exports  from  the  Port, 
of  Boulogne  during  the  Tears  1884-85.    '  * 


Description  of  Goods. 

Measures. 

1884. 

1885. 

Silk,  Jn  cocoons,  raw  or  thrown 

Tons  •;  *  .v.. 

118 

.    .       .58 

,,    of  idl  kinds      '.. 

ff.'-  ■*.  .     •• 

480 

'       878 

£§19^     ••        ••        •• 

n      •«          •• 

U2^ 

820- 

Herrings— dried,     ttlted. 

or 

. 

'  ' . '  ^    "' 

smoksd 

$t      ••        '  •• 

i,4es 

ijmj 

OihittSeafish  .. 

„      •• .       .«• 

.104   . 

vl/.. 

PoUtOi^           L.      '  *. 

$9      •  •  •         •  • 

1,462      . 

.1,810  . 

„             ..  ,    .      '        .4 

1,047      . 

..   ut  ^ 

FreAlhiits  of  aU  kinds 

„             ..  .      (         '   ••* 

.     V  .hUfr 

.S^Md    1 

SeedC  for  sowing         ^. 

n      •••       ..•• 

118 

..  107 

Bags 

»»       •  •         «  •  • 

.      2,W0 

8,88a 

Wine  and  liqaenrs      .. 

Gallons.     ,  •• 

i,»w,r^a    . 

l,?«0^ft 

Brandy  ^md  other  spirits 

$t           •  •• 

24,094      . 

21,68& 

Pottsry  and  porcehdn  *  • 

Tons  ..       ,,.. 

4S0 

-2^5 

Glatt  (bottles,  fcc)     .• 

•  „     •••     ««•• 

.      6,a47      J 

•  ');   M8a  1 

TissnesoffdlkinUes  •«. 

Lbs.  ...     «... 

m    . 

..-  s^m   ■ 

Others 

Tons  ...     ... 

-W, '.: 

,::..  .-102,. 

linsn  or  hemp,  tissoes  of 

,  .„     .#'.  V    ..^ 

38 

.    n 

Tissues  of  wooU. 

»     . .        •  • 

2,904 

ti^afift  ; 

CotSni  tulles    .. 

.  .„     ....'■• 

.6 

-■•'       r.'t 

Other  kinds      .. 

„     • .        •  • 

.    e»  -■ . 

"f   ,^588' 

Papsr    ..        ..        .. 

fi     ••.     .  •• 

m    . 

:. ,  ;^MJ6 

Prepared  skins..        .• 

■#»     *•        \* 

1,890 

.    1,286 

Articles  in^kin  or  leather 

ft     •  •   •     •  • 

1^" 

100 

CjlfMunt    >  >          >  >          - . 

liW:     ' 

-7    -^481^ 

Wotiui  in  metal- 

„     ...     ■  •• 

Cast  iron 

»     ••        •• 

540 

;.  .,  40»'i. 

Copper,  pure  or  all<9N9d 
Otiier.tlian  above-named 

i9         •*                •• 

255      . 

m 

Articles  of  indiambber  (caout- 

; 

.    .              '     ■    ' 

chouc) 

.. 

f  1         •  *  ■            (  •  • 

18 

.8&' 

Haberdashery  and  fimo^artides 

„         v^              .  •  . 

;4oi 

«lfly 

Musical  instruments  .. 

•  • 

M         • » •          n 

00 

i      16«   . 

Oold  coin         •  •        •  • 

•• 

Ounces  tr9y 

m 

W- 

SUyer„          •.        .. 

{ 

w 

11,458 

278,444 

Total  weight  of  sxpojots 

Tons  of 
1,000  Idks. 

}    a7,i«o 

70,018 

n      ^^           »» 

•• 

^sterling 

5,248,7110 

•♦ .  - 
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Annex  No.  III. — ^Sstubit  of  Prbcipal  Articles  of  Import  At  the  Port 
of  Calais  daring  the  Years  1884^-85. 


OoosB  Pahho  Dutt. 


Desoription  of  Goods. 

Weights  or 
Measnres. 

1884. 

1885. 

Bswwool         

Tons  .. 

786 

1,024 

Wiste  gilk,  gpon 

n      ••           •• 

167 

157 

Sea  fish,  other  than  cod 

w      •  •           •  • 

7 

10 

Cereals,  wheats  &c      .. 

„      ..           .« 

14,628 

1,492 

Sugar    

„      ..           •« 

24 

8 

Fixed  oils        

99         *  •                 •  • 

114 

64 

Ck)tton,riw 

»>         •  •                •  • 

141 

66 

Coals 

»         ••                 •• 

80,054 

67,681 

Pig-!ron           

»         ••         ■       •• 

27,908 

26,772 

Iron  of  all  kinds 

„         . .                .  • 

1,649 

400 

Steel- 

Bars  of  all  kinds     .. 

f ,         • .                 .  • 

54 

45 

Boiled  in  plates  or  wire     .  • 

„         ••                .. 

29 

21 

Beer 

Gallons 

69,494 

65,410 

Yams  of— 

Flax 

Tons  ..        •• 

15 

14 

Cotton,  by  weight    .. 

„     •  •        • . 

845 

810 

„       l>y  measure..         | 

1,000  metres,  or 
1,094  yaids 

.    145,207 

157,804 

Wool 

Tons,. 

82 

459 

Ckiats'hair 

„     •«         •* 

7 

89 

TisBnes  of  cotton^ 

TuUes           

Lbs.  .. 

892 

666 

Other  tissues. 

Tons  .. 

105 

122 

Tissaee  of  wool- 

Carpets        

Cwts... 

19 

10 

Other  tisnies 

Tons  .• 

11 

10 

Salt  pork  and  lard      .. 

„     .  •         •  • 

101 

104 

Haehines         

i»     ••         •• 

2,208 

959 

Goods  Ezsmff  tbox  Cusvomb  Ddctb. 


Description  of  Goods. 

Weights  or 
Messnres. 

1884. 

1885. 

Bawwool         

Silk,  raw  or  thrown    .  • 

Cereals,  other  than  wheat      . . 

Wood  for  bonding— 
Unhewn  sqaared      •• 
Sawn 

Jate «• 

Manilla  hemp  .. 

Yeast    ..     *^ 

Ice        

Tons.. 
„ .  • .        • . 

9t         ••               •• 

»         ••               •• 
„         •• 

99          ••                 •• 
99        ••               •• 
99         ••               •• 
„         • .               . . 

19,058 
118 
•  • 

1,424 

76,359 

8,928 

868 

865 

8,486 

19,790 

1,769 

274 

61,625 

8,717 

847 

997 

8,498 

Total  weight  of  importo  / 
,.    Talne          „ 

Tons  of 
1,000  kiloa 
£iterling 

}    257,201 
8,579,560 

204^214 
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Annex.  No.  IV.— Ebtijiih  of  Priacipal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Calais  during  the  Tears  1884-85. 


Description  of  Goods. 


Weights  or 
Measures. 


18S4 


188& 


Poultty,  liye    •  •        . .         -j 

„      dead 

Bswwool         

Silk  in  cocoons,  raw  or  thrown 
,,    of  all  kinds 

^K» 

Fish 

Cereals,  grain  and  floor 

Potatoes 

Togetables,  dry  and  other     . . 
Fniits  of  all  kinds 
Seeds  for  sowing         • . 
Sugar,  French,  raw     . . 

„      refined 

Osiers,  in  bundles 

Fresh  vegetables         . .        • . 

Bags      ••        • 

Wines  and  liqueurs  . . 
Brandy  and  other  spirits 
Pottery  and  porcelain . . 
Glass  (bottles,  Ac)      .. 

Cotton  yams 

Tissues  of— 

Linen  or  hemp 

Cotton  tulle 

Other  kinds 

Tissues  of— 

Wool 

Silk,  or  waste  sUk  tulle      .. 

Other  kinds 

Paper    

prepared  skins 

Works  in  metal— 

Cast  iron 

Copper,  pore  or  alloyed 

Other  than  abore     . . 

Basket  work 

Machines,  other  than  steam   . . 
Furniture  and  woodwork 
Musicalinstruments   ..         •• 
Artides  in  skin  or  leather 
Haberdashery,  toys,  and  Amcy 

articles         ••        •• 
Artificial  flowers 

Total  weight  of  exports  | 
„     Talne         „ 


Tons  of 
1,000  kUos. 


Cwts.. 
Tons. 


Cwts.. 
Tons. 


Gallons 

» 
Tons.. 

Cwts... 

Tons  .. 


Value. 


54 

101 

102 

26 

9 

542 

16 

6 

267 

4 

1,861 

7 

265 

1,024 

199 

779 

287 

544,987 

1,857 

44 

8,169 

41 

5* 
69 
18 

1,678 

118 

7 

26 

8 

8 

2 

19 

248 

126 

48 

4 

8 

5 
£64 


Tons  of 
1,000  kilos. 
;£  Sterling 


[      88,816 
2,876,071 


44 

82 
69 
10 

667 

18 

6 

72 

5 

1,164 

5 

Kit. 

68 

188 

695 

120 

541,897 

1,150 

58 

8,151 

12 

U 
66 
14 

1,968 

80 

126 

24 

19 


20 

24 
258 
160 

51 
6 

81 

15 
£41 


29,143 
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Annex  No  V. — Betusit  of  all  Shipping  at  tho  Port  of  Boulogne  in 
the  Tear  1885. 


EmoiD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmbar  of 
VesseU. 

T^ms. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

French          

Norwegian     

Swedish         

Danish 

German 

Bussian         

Dutdi 

28 
30 
81 

4,487 
4.249 
9,769 
1,620 
1,108 
80 
1,974 
284 

'"  4 

869,189 

84,269 

1,060 

i;890 

1,271 
70 
86 

878,626 
88,618 
10,809 

i.e«) 

1.108 

1,970 

1,974 

284 

Totol          

French  (coasting)... 

112 

28,606 

1,291 

406,896 

1,408 
680 

488,904 
64,800 

Total          

„      for  the  year 
1884     ...       ... 

... 

... 

•  M 

... 

1,983 
1,966 

464.204 
492,018 

Annex  No.  VI. — ^Betcbk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Boulogne  in 
the  Tear  1885. 


Clbabxd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

French „ 

Norwegian     ... 

Swedish          

<}erman 

Bussian         

Danish 

Durqh 

83 

81 
86 
6 
8 
6 
7 
2 

6,987 
4,292 
10,801 
1.242 
1,118 
1,868 
1,099 
218 

1,2« 
39 
8 

1 
4 

370.211 

46,008 

793 

627 

1,984 

1.281 
70 
38 

376,198 

49,800 

11.184 

1,889 

8,062 

1,868 

1,099 

218 

ToUl           

French  (coasting)... 

121 

25,700 

1,296 

418,673 

1,416 
648 

444,278 
64,488 

Total          

... 

... 

•M 

.„ 

1,964 
2,085 

498,711 
608,011 

Annex  No.  Yll. — ^EETxruir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Calais  in 
the  Tear  1885. 


EmnusD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British.. 

French 

German         

Danish 

Dutch 

Russian          

Norwegian     

Swedish          

62 
79 
7 
2 

"io 

18 

9,522 

6,926 

1,818 

688 

4,'588 

26,764 

4,866 

1,287 

565 

6 

"'  1 

1 
8 
7 

268,871 

222,829 

2,621 

'"  71 

481 

1,175 

2,808 

1,299 
644 

18 
2 
1 

17 
85 
25 

278,898 

229,766 

4,484 

688 

71 

6,019 

27,989 

7,174 

Total          

,,      for  tbe  year 
1884     

266 

66,167 

1,820 

498,306 

2,086 
2,122 

548,478 
501,177 

[801] 
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Increaflcin 
ImportB,  ex- 
ports, and 
shipping. 


IceUnd 
flBheriei. 


DUITKIBE. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Taylor  sends  the  following  report : — 

The  port  of  Dunkirk  has  not  felt  the  depression  in  trade  and  com- 
merce to  the  same  ext^it  as  most  plaoes.  The  imports  during  the  ^ear 
1S85  increased  24,143  tons,  and  the  exports  7,547  tons.  In  the  register 
tonnage  entered  and  cleared  there  was  an  increase  of  263  vessels 
and  7,773  tons. 

The  state  of  commerce  at  Dunkirk  must  not  be  accepted  as  any 
criterion  of  the  condition  of  trade  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  where 
^at  depression  is  preyailiog,  as  the  raw  material  may  be  brought  here 
instead  of  to  Havre,  Calais,-  or  Antwerp ;  wool,  for  instance,  is  coming 
to  this  port  in  large  quantities  instead  of  to  Havre. 

The  produce  ol  the  Iceland  fishery  landed  at  Dunkirk  in  1885  was 
3,731  tons  of  cod  and  861  tons  of  oil ;  this  was  an  increase  of  44  tons 
of  oil,  but  a  decrease  of  130  tons  of  fish  compared  with  1884.  The 
fleet  consisted  of  111  vessels,  10,656  tons,  manned  by  1,678  seamen  ;  a 
decrease  in  tonnage  of  175  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 


EisTtrnir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  in  the  Tear  1885. 

"EmWKKD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KattonalitT. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

French       

Swedish    and   Nor- 
wegian   ... 
Danish 

Italian        

Spanish       

Dutch 

BoBsian       

Belgian       

United  States 

Greek         

Bovunaniail ...       ... 

Austrian     

474 
694 
97 

79 
28 
18 

"l8 
18 

4 
6 

119,608 
84,668 
16,S52 

29,712 
3,791 
9,266 

1,668 

6,3M 

766 

4,371 

781 
884 
63 

14 
36 

6 
12 
68 

6 
32 

*"l 
1 

461,978 

286,847 

35,477 

4,736 
23,690 

7.321 
12,494 

9,744 

3,686 

"mo  , 

831 
812 

1,266 
978 
160 

•98 

64 

23 

12 

76 

24 

36 

6 

1 

1 

1 

871,675 

321,416 

61,829 

34,447 

27,381 

16,676 

12,494 

11,412 

lOtOM 

7026 

4371 

840 

831 

812 

Total       

„   forthey•il^ 
preceding 

1,836 
•>• 

276,430 

1,894 

794,620 

2,129 

2.683 

1,071,060 
1.070,476 
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Sailing. 

Staam. 

Totak 

Nationality. 

Xamber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nsmberof 
Vessels. 

T^. 

BiifeUi        ...       ». 

4M 

116,776 

777 

466,047 

1,281 

570,828 

Pwnch       

694 

78,018 

879 

242,642 

978 

820,657 

G«iinaii     

98 

16,911 

64 

29.276 

162 

46,187 

Stradish   and  Nor- 

wegian     

78 

29,573 

17 

7,620 

95 

87,098 

Danjah       

31 

4,998 

82 

20.628 

68 

^^«16 

Italian        

18 

11,129 

3 

4,872 

21 

16,501 

Spanish 

1 

618 

11 

11,865 

12 

12,488 

Dutch         ! 

16 

1,807 

66 

9,280 

72 

11,087 

Sonlan      ...       ... 

16 

&;86S 

7 

4.498 

28 

10,856 

Belgian      ...       ^ 

S 

821 

27 

6,288 

80 

7.064 

United  States 

5 

4.871 

M. 

•  M 

6 

4,871 

Greek 

•.• 

1 

840 

1 

840 

Boomaoian... 

... 

... 

1 

881 

1 

881 

Austrian     

... 

... 

1 

812 

1 

812 

Tolal       

1,814 

«6»,877 

1,866 

798,784 

2,680 

1,668,661 

„    for  the  year 

pi»oedlng      .« 

— 

... 

M 

2,663 

1,066,463 

The  table  of  shipping  entered  shows  a  total  increase  of  146  veaeels  Increase  in 
and  575  tons ;  the  increttse  in  vessels  was  owing  to  a  number  of  sailing  shipping 
vessels  of  small  tonnage  having  brought  molasaes  from  Germany.    In  «'^*«'^- 
sailing  vessels  the  chief  increases  were  in  Erench  14,400  tons,  British  jQcreaae  in 
5,895  tons,  and  German  3^89  tons ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  sailing 
decrease  in  Swedish  and  Norwegian  of  15,884- tons.    In  stemn  tonnage  yeflsele— 
there  was  an  increase  in  French  of  21,116  tons,  Spanish  5,577  tons,  ^^^^^^> 
Dutch  4,157  tons,  and  Belgian  8,861  tons  ;  and  a  decrease  in  Swedish  British,  and 
and  Norwegian  of  21,320  tons,  German  7,877  tons,  Danish  6,274  tons,  ^^°^^' 
and  Bnssian  5,542  tons. 

The  most  notewerthy  fact  in  the  general  entries  of  shipping  during  Beason  of  in- 
1885  is  the  large  increase  in  French,  35,000  tons ;  and  the  largo  decrease  crease  in 
in  Swedish  and  Norwegian,  86,000  tons.    The  increase  in  the  tonnage  French  sail- 
of  French  sailing  vessels  is  in  a  great  na^asttre  owing  to  a  Bordeaux  j^^^^^^^^j^ 
shipowner  purch^ing  large  quantities  of  nitrate  of  soda  and  importing  gteamers. 
it  in  his  own  vessels ;  and  increased  steam  tonnage  is  chiefly  attributable 
to  the  very  much  larger  imports  of  ore  from  Spain.     Of  the  978  French  y^^^j^  ooaat- 
veseels,  net  tonnage  321,416,  which  entered  in  1885,  upwards  of  519  ^  f^„^^ 
vessels,  120,832  tons,  were  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  which  is 
reserved  for  French  veasds. 

The  large  decrease  in  Swedish  and  Norwegian  steam  tonnage  was  Besson  of  do- 
owing  to  a  very  slack  Bakio  tsade,  and  to  pvritaa  having  been  imported  crease  in 
from  Portugal  instead  of  Norway ;  but  as  the  Portuguese  pjrrite  is  said  Swedish  and 
not  to  be  equal  t<j  the  Norwegkn,  I  understand  the  trade  is  expected  ^JJJ[^"^ 
to  return  to  its  old  channel  again  this  year-    Swedish  and  Norwegian    ^'™*®' 
sailing  vessels  decreased  in  consequenee  o^  smaller  importations  of 
wood,  and  the  competition  of  British  steamers  in  the  trade. 

In  the  general  entrws  of  British  shipping  in  1885,  compared  with  Britiah  ton- 
1884,  there  is  an  increase  of  5,358  tons.    The  total  British  tonnage  at  ^  •  *^^^ 
Dunkirk  in  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  in  1885  was  divided  as       ^*'^* 
follows : — ^Entered  568,880  tons  with  cargoes,  and  7,745  tons  in  ballast ; 
deared  178,962  tons  with  cargoes  or  part  cargoes,  and  391,861  tons  in  Changes  m 
bollsst.    The  indirect  or  carrying  trade  gives  an  inerease  of  34,198  ^JUJI" 
tens,  but  the  direct  trade  a  decrease  of  28,835  tons.    In  the  entries  of 
British  shipping  in  the  indirect  trade,  some  important  changes  are  to  be 
noted,  viz.,  a  large  increase  from  Spain,  Germany,  the  Danubinn  Princi- 
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pa]iiie8,  and  the  Biver  Plate ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  great 

decrease  from  Russia,  and  a  falling  off  in  arrivals  from  Chili  and  Bgjpt. 

Decrease  in  fhe  very  much  smaller  imports  of  wheat  caused  a  reduction  in 

^uBtrauJ^  tonnage  of  15,440  tons  in  arrivals  from  Australia,  and  of  15,516  tons 

India.  ^^^"*  India  compared  with  1884. 

The  minority  As  the  imports  are  nearly  10  times  the  amount  of  the  exports,  it 
ofyesseiBclesr  will  be  understood  that  the  great  majority  of  the  vessels  clear  from 
in  ballaat.       Dunkirk  in  ballast. 


Betubk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Dunkirk  during  the 
Years  1884  and  1885. 


Yaluea  unob- 
tainable. 
Imports  in- 
cTtased. 


Articles. 

1886. 

1884. 

From  what  Countries. 

Tons.* 

Tons.* 

Linseed      .. 

60,620 

68,811 

India,  Runia,  Argentine  Bepubllc 

88,644 

88,901 

India,  Buraia. 

Other  seeds. . 

24,616 

19,064 

India,  Kossia,  England,  Africa. 

Wheat 

68,662 

180,818 

India,  AustnOia,  United  States,  ChiU, 
Bussia. 

Barley         ..         .. 

62,819 

94,787 

Algeria,  Russia,  Turkey,  Italy. 

Oats 

11,888 

22,688 

Russia,  United  States^  England. 

Maize 

84,984 

68,869 

Bussia,    United     SUtes,    Argentine 
Bepublio. 

Nitrate  of  soda      .. 

78,147 

66,996 

Chili* 

Guano        ••         •• 

.  • 

11,926 

ChiU. 

Flax 

19,929 

28,676 

Bussia,  Belgium. 

Tow 

4,890 

6,001 

Russia. 

Wool 

64,444 

64,282 

Argentine  Bepublic,  Uruguay,  Eng- 
land, Bussia. 
England,  India. 

Jute 

14,306 

18,488 

Cotton 

9,789 

8,882 

India,  Egypt. 

Ground  nuts 

10,824 

22,702 

India,  Africa. 

Coal 

184,698 

116,188 

England. 

Coal  tar,  pitch 

82,679 

27,802 

England. 

Molasses     .. 

76,872 

18,126 

Germany,  Denmark,  Eoglana 

Iron  ore 

242,498 

166,626 

Spain,  Algeria. 

Zinoore      •• 

80,117 

21,616 

Spain,  Italy. 

Pyrites 

12,881 

20,060 

Portugal,  Norway. 

Pig  iron      .. 

14,662 

18,680 

England. 

Machinery  ••        •• 

2,008 

2,426 

England. 

Petroleum  ,. 

27,869 

26.691 

United  States,  Bussia. 

Bitumen     •  • 

12,880 

2,801 

England,  Bussia. 

Bricks 

4,176 

4,188 

England. 

Cement 

2,868 

10,077 

Enghind. 

Wood 

62,640 

79,600 

Sweden  and  Norway,  Bussia. 

Other  arUcles 

108,366 

114,187 

Total  •. 

1,280,880 

1,266,737 

The  values  of  imports  and  exports  are  unobtainable. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  imports  in- 
creased 24,143  tons  compared  with  1884.  There  were  large  increases 
in  molasses,  iron  ore,  maize,  and  bitumen,  and  a  moderate  increase  in 
coal,  coal  tar  pitch,  and  wool .;  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  large 
decreases  in  wheat,  barley,  oats,  flax,  ground  nuts,  cement,  and  wood 


'  Tons  of  1,000  kilos. 
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The  large  increaBO  io  molasses  from  Germanj  for  distilling    was  imports, 
in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  fear  that  a  duty  would  be  shortly  im-  MoImbos. 
posed  in  the  interest  of  the  beetroot  cultivator.    Maize  for  distilling  Maixe. 
also  entered  in  large  quantities. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  iron  ore  for  the  foundries  in  Iron  orj. 
the  Nord  and  the  Pas  de  Calais.    Iron  ore  is  the  largest  import  at 
Dunkirk. 

The  imports  of  wool  from  the  Birer  Pbte  continue  to  show  a  sstis-  Wool, 
factory  increase :  this  trade,  which  commenced  with  820  tons  in  1879, 
amounted  to  52,640  tons  in  1885. 

The  large  decrease  m  the  imports  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  was  ^^en*  ijjricy 
owing  to  the  duty  imposed  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  and  the  good  |^^  J^^^     ^' 
hanrest  in  France.    Notwithstanding  the  duty,  the  retail  price  of  mad 
has  not  advanced. 

The  imports  of  cement  decreased  in  consequence  of  the  large  stock  Cement, 
in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  smaller  demand  for  the 
harbour  works. 

A  considerable  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  flax  is  accounted  for  by  Flax, 
the  severe  depression  in  the  linen  industries. 


BxTiTBK  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Dunkirk  during  the 
Years  1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

Articles. 

To  what  Coontries. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Sugar 

1,658 

8,824 

Bngland,  Denmark. 

Jute  yam    •• 

S,289 

988 

England,  Argentine  Bepuhlic,  Bel- 

Linen     »  ••         •• 

907 

114 

gium. 
England,  Algeria. 

Woollen,,  .. 

95 

126 

England. 

Tiflsaes 

1,198 

742 

England,  Algeria,  Ronia. 

Potash 

4,668 

4,577 

England,  Belgium. 

Salt 

6,806 

5,785 

Iceland  fishery. 

Bails 

5,457 

1,041 

Spain,  Italy,  Turkey,  Algeria. 

Slates 

1,850 

2,897 

England. 

Flour         

8,044 

2,289 

England,  Belgium,  Denmark. 

Flax 

866 

1,028 

England,  Belgium. 

OU 

1,887 

1,710 

England,  Belgium,  Germany. 

Qlacoso 

1,416 

1,940 

England,  Spain. 

Dry  yegetablee 

1,089 

887 

England,  Algeria,  Denmark. 

Fresh  fruit . . 

78 

721 

England. 

Bottles 

2,891 

1,170 

England,  Spain,  Russia. 

Casks 

7,996 

2.806 

United  States,  England,  Denmark. 

Forage 

12,086 

6,840 

England. 

Coal 

88,115 

58,708 

Algeria,  Senegal,  Spain. 

Other  articles 

88,600 

27,045 

Total  .• 

181,080 

128,588 

• 

Exports  have  been  of  late  years  smaller  than  formerlj,  owing  to  the  ^^?[J''^*,. 
continual  decrease  in  the  export  of  sugar  and  potatoes,  but  in  1884  JJJ^//i..^  *° 
there  was  an  increase  compared  with  the  previous  five  or  six  years,  as  a 
considerable  quantity  of  coal  was  shipped  to  Senegal  and  Cochin  Cbinn.  j  . 

The  general  exports  of  1885  have  increased  7,547  tons  compared  with  ^^^^  j^ 
1884.    An  increase  is  to  fco  noted  in  jute  yam,  in  steel  rails  chiefly  for  i884andl88&. 
Italy  and  Spain,  empty  petroleum  casks  for  the  United  States  and 
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Decreaao  in     Great  Britain,  and  straw  for  Great  Britain.     Exports  to  Great  Britain 

augar  and        of  sugar  and  fruit  have  especially  fallen  off. 

fruit. 

Poet  of  Dtjiskirk. 

Work  on  new         The  work  on  the  new  docks  has  progressed  slowly  during  the  past 

docks  pro-     year,  and  no  available  addition  has  been  made  to  docks  or  quajg.    The 

greased  ^hole  of  the  quay  wall  on  the  west  side  of  the  first  portion  (Darse  No.  1.) 

slowly,  Qf  j.^Q  Bassins  Frey cinet  has  been  removed,  and  nothing  has  yet  been 

done  towards  rebuilding  it.     I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  about 

50  yards  of  this  wall  had  cracked  some  10  or  12  yards,  Mling  into  the 

dock. 

The  greater  part  of  the  quay  wall  surrounding  the  second  portion 
(Darse  No.  2),  of  the  Bassins  Freycinet  is  completed,  and  a  commence- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  wall  on  one  side  of  the  third  portion 
(Darse  No.  3). 
Electric  light         A  quick-flashing  electric  light  showing  two  white  flashes  was  placed 
in  lighthouse,  in  the  Dunkirk  lighthouse  on  October  1, 1885. 

British  sailors.        British  Seniors. — 2,475  British  sailors  were  discharged,  engaged,  or 

reported  as  deserters  at  Dunkirk  in  the  year  1885 :  of  these  1,338  were 

discharged,  1,075  engaged,  and  62  reported  as  deserters.    The  amount 

paid  in  wages  was  19,718Z.  2*.  2d.  in  cash,  and  294Z.  in  bills  on  owners : 

Wages.  1(52  seamen  had  no  monejr  to  receive  when  discharged.    The  wages 

Seamen's        remitted  to  the  United  Kingdom  by  means  of  604  seamen's  money 

money  ordera.  orders  amounted  to  8,093/.  6«.  Id, 

Boulogne,  March  12, 1886. 
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BREST. 

Bepor6  by  Consul  Mainah  an  the  Navigation,  Commerce,  Agriculture, 
Sfc,  of  the  Departments  of  Finistere^  Cotes-du-Nord,  and  Morhihan 
for  the  Tear  1885. 

DuBiera  the  past  year  trade,  commerce  and  industry  in  my  Consular  State  of  trad© 
district  have  continued  in  a  depressed  state,  and  at  present  there 
appears  very  little  prospect  of  early  improvement,  unless  foreign  capital 
and  speeukiaon  bo  introduced.  This,  to  some  extent,  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  capital  has,  for  a  considerable  period,  been  locked  up  in 
private  and  local  hands  not  disposed  to  risk  it  in  speculation  or  in 
advances  for  the  extension  of  trade,  in  consequence  of  the  future  policy 
of  the  GK)vemment  as  regards  imposts,  monopolies,  &c.,  appearing  to 
them  doubtful.  The  depressed  condition  of  agriculture  has  also  had  au 
injurious  effect,  more  especially  on  retail  trade,  because  now  the 
numerous  farmers  and  peasants,  formerly  its  important  supporter^i 
in  the  towns,  to  a  great  extent  confine  their  purchases,  to  the  indis- 
pensable necessaries  of  life,  and  then  even  require  long  credit. 

The  following  tables  and  particulars  will,  to  some  extent,  explain 
the  character  and  importance  of  the  commerce,  &c.,  in  my  district. 
They  are,  however,  not  as  complete  as  I  should  have  wished  them  to  be, 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  collection  of  mercantile 
or  other  information,  on  which  no  local  statistics  are  published. 


Retueit  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Brest  in  the  Tear  1885. 

Emtkebd. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUoBaUty. 

Nomberof 
yeisela. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeMelfl. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
YeMels. 

Tons. 

BritiBh          

French          

Swedish    and     Nor- 
wegian        

Other  couatriet       ... 

47 
112 

18 
11 

5,061 
15,883 

6.360 
5,820 

62 
6 

11 
5 

21,073 
2,446 

3,381 
8,313 

99 
118 

24 
16 

26,134 
18,329 

9,691 
9,133 

Total      

„     in  the  pre- 
c«diiiffTear  ... 

188 

189 

83,124 
26,749 

74 

48 

80,163 
28,794 

257 
237 

.   63,287 
•   50,543 
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SaOing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
VesielB. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British          

French         

Swedteh    and    Nor- 
wegian       

Other  countries      ... 

47 
227 

18 
11 

4,910 
26,471 

4.867 
6,860 

62 
6 

Jl 
5 

21,078 
8,191 

4,824 
2,773 

90 
238 

24 
16 

28.983 
34,662 

9,691 
9,133 

Total         

„    for  the  pro- 
ceeding year 

298 

184 

42,608 
27,810 

74 

48 

36,861 
21.827 

872 
232 

79,469 
49,648 

Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Brest  during  the  Tears 

1885  and  1884. 


Articles. 

1886. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Yaloe. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Grain        • 

Bones        

Potatoes 

Patent  fuel 
Firewood  .. 
Empty  casks 

Tons. 

1,691 
866 
112 

6,868 

2,896 
624 

11,641 
1,779 

494 
2,085 

184 
6,200 

Tons. 
783 
488 
182 
6,467 
4,685 
468 

£ 
6,181 
1,860 

62a 
1,26a 

225 
8,160 

Total 

11,852 

21,288 

11,963 

12,186 

Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Brest  durin^i:  the  Years 

1885  and  1884. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine         

Oliyeoil 

Coal          

Timber 

Bar  iron 

Oast  iron  .  •         •  • 

Fish,  lobsters,  and  sardines 

Other  articles 

Gallons. 

961.816 

66,672 

Tons. 

29,178 

27,694 

848 

486 

198 

3,648 

£ 

842,790 

18,214 

88,848 

144,628 

2,478 

1,822 

21.621 

6,762 

Gallons. 

1,190,003 

4,759 

Tons. 

27,865 

27,990 

299 

201 

148 

2,697 

£ 
872,648 
1,11^ 

21,616 

169,144 

2,115^ 

680 

9,862 

4,812 

Total  tons . . 
„     gallons 

61,802 
1.018,387 

666,648 

69,195 
1,194,762 

571,888 
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ToTix  Value  of  all  Articles   Exported  from  Brest  and  Imported  ti 
Brest  from  Forei^  Coantries  during  the  Years  1885  and  1881. 


Conntrj. 

Bxporta. 

Importi. 

1886. 

1884. 

1886. 

1884. 

Great  Britain       .. 

France 

Sweden  and  Norway 
Other  coantries    . . 

£ 
8,860 
9,223 
8,400 
Nil 

£, 

8,944 

7,140 

NU. 

1,062 

£ 

204,680 

213,680 

61,710 

96,628 

£ 

86,196 
802,000 

72,712 
111,481 

Total 

21,288 

1?,186 

666,648 

671,888 

Coal  Imported  at  Brest  in  1885. 


Whence. 

NationaUtj  of 
Yeesels. 

Nomber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

QaanUties. 

Qreat  Britain 

British.. 
French  .. 
Other  coantries 

80 

45 

8 

12,000 

4,600 

886 

Tons. 

14,182 

11,778 

766 

Total.. 

• .        .  •        •  • 

78 

17,885 

26,666 

Importation  of  coal  coastwise  from  Dunkirk,  29,376  tons  for  GoYcmment  nse. 


Bbtitbn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Le  L^gu6  (Sfc.  Briouc),  in  the 

Year  1885. 


ErmiD. 


Sailing. 

StMm. 

Total. 

NtlionaUty. 

Namber  of 
YeMeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesMls. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VeMels. 

Tons. 

British          

Vranch          

Otber  countries 

IDS 
48 
10 

6,515 
5,718 
1,584 

52 

4,891 

155 
48 
10 

10,906 
5,713 
1,584 

Total       

„     for  the  pre- 
osdingyear   ... 

261 

184 

13,812 
17,687 

52 
54 

4,891 
5,276 

218 
288 

18,203 
22,918 

Clcabxd. 


SaUtng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Kationalitj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vassels. 

Tons. 

Briliah            

French           

Other  coantries 

100 
69 
10 

6,893 
8,102 
1,584 

52 

4,891 

152 
69 
10 

10,784 
8,102 
1,584 

Total       

„    for  tlie  pre- 
ceding year   ... 

179 
227 

16,079 
20,890 

52 
57 

4,891 
7,101 

231 
284 

20,470 
27,491 
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BsTimir  of  Principa  Articles  of  Export  from  St.  Brieuc  during  tbe 
Years  1884  and  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qaantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cattle           

Horses         

Grain           

Farm  produce         

No  return 
obtainable. 

I  147,879 

No  return    No  return 
obtainable,  obtainable. 

i 

Total.. 

147,879 

« • 

Eetxtbit  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  St.  Brieuc  during  the 
Tears  1884  and  1885. 


Articles. 


Coal  .. 

Colonial  produce 
Wines 

TiaBB68 

Cast  iron 

Total.. 


1885. 


Quantity. 


No  return 
obtainable. 


Value. 


176,085 


1884. 
Quantity  .'     Value. 


No  return  !  No  return 
obtainable,  obtainable. 


Non. — Tbe  quantity  and  separate  value  of  the  various  articlen  imported  and 
exported  not  furnished  by  customs  authorities  or  otherwise  obtainable. 


Details  respecting  the  Total  Value  of  various  Articles  Imported  to 
and  Exported  from  St.  Brieuc,  as  also  Countries  whence  Imported 
or  whither  Exported,  not  furnished  by  the  Customs  Authorities 
and  not  obtainable  elsewhere. 

Betubn  of  all  Shipping  at  Lorient  in  1885. 

EllTBBED. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nattonality. 

Number  of 
Vewelg. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ve«el8. 

Toaaage. 

Number  of 
Vetsels. 

Tonnage. 

BritUh          

French          

Nonrefrian     

other  ooontries 

4 
67 
18 

1 

440 
6,534 
2,658 

282 

2 

4 

8 

639 
1,301 

"986 

6 
61 

18 

4 

979 
7,835 
2,668 
1,218 

Totol       

„    for  the  pre- 
ceding year   ... 

80          1        9,764 
91          1       10,677 

9 
17 

2,826 
4,906 

89 
108 

12,690 
16,683 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NAikmality. 

Nomker  of 
YestelB. 

Tonnage. 

Namberof 
Veuels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
VMala. 

Tonnage. 

Britlih          

French          

Noiwcgun    ...       ... 

Otb«r  eoontriw 

4 
1 

440 
7,714 

292 

2  1         539 
1          1          232 

3  986 

6 
66 
18 

4 

979 
7,946 
2,668 
1,218 

Total       .«       ... 
„    for  the  pre- 
ceding Tear  ... 

87 
Iftf 

10,944 
20,210 

6          i       1,767 

1 

17          1       4,233 

93 
176 

12,701 
24,443 

IELetuus  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lorieut  during  the 
Years  1885  and  1884. 


Artiolea. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bye 

Pit  props 

Tin  plates  and  tin 

Preserved  sardines  and  other  articles 

Tons. 

.325 
6,685 

891 
1,026 

£ 

179 
8,821 
9,884 
1,500 

Tons. 

11 

11,477 

178 

2,840 

£ 

6 

6,886 

4,272 

26,076 

Total 

8,277            14,884 

• 

14,506 

87,240 

Betvbk  of  Principal  Ardcles  of  Import  at  Lorient  during  the 
Years  1885  aad  1884. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qoantiiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal 

Building  timber 

Oodroes 

dive  oil 

Other  articles         

Tons. 

85,118 

2,484 

1,478 

91 

680 

£ 

26,840 
8,726 

23,568 
8,500 
3,204 

Tons. 

15/>09 

2,288 

1,479 

880 

4,875 

£ 
12,079 
6,018 
17,748 
19,800 
79,182 

Total 

89,846 

65,888 

28,571 

184,772 

Hon.— Importstion  of  coal  coastwise  from  Bonkiik  (Andn  Mines),  10,648  tons 
for  Government  Dockyard. 
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Total  Value  of  all  Exports  from  and  Imports  at  Lorient  during  the 
Years  1884  and  1885. 


Ooantry. 


Great  Britain 

Norway  and  Sweden 

Ronia         ..        •• 

Portugal 

Spain 

July 


Total. 


Bzports. 


1885. 


14,884 


1884. 


£ 

£ 

8,821 

21,400 

179 

8,000 

700 

, , 

800 

1,120 

9,884 

11,120 

86,640 


Imports. 


1885. 


£ 

26,840 

27,828 

450 

2V72O 
8,500 


65,888 


1884. 


£ 

65,996 
42.664 
1,682 
2,920 
8,400 
8,760 


134,772 


Quantities  produced  and  average  prices  of  cereals,  &c,  in  1884 
and  1885. 

J>EtAvaatn  or  TungrkBE. 


1884. 

1885. 

Cereal^,  kc. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Average 
price  per 
4iuarter. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Average 
price  per 
Quarter. 

Wheat 

Medin 

Rje          

Barley 

Oats         

Buckwheat 

Quarters. 
312,812 
47,850 
186,862 
214,776 
421,408 
210,719 

£  s.    d. 
2    2    0 
1  14    5 
1     8    6 
1    4  10 
0  18    1 
14    8 

Official  in- 
formation 
the  only 
reliable  not 
obtainable. 

£  s.    d. 
2    0    4 
1  15    8 
1    9    9 
1    4    4 

0  18    0 

1  7    4 

DSPABIMEST  or  THE  CdTIS-DU-NOBD. 


1884. 

1885. 

Cereals,  &e. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

ATcrage 
price  per 
Quarter. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Average 
price  per 
Quarter. 

Wheat 

Meslin 

Bye          

Barley 

OaU          

Quarters. 
456,469 
54,312 
147,812 
171,875 
620,469 

£   *.    d. 
1  17  10 
1     8    8 
16    1 
14    4 
0  19    9 

Quarters. 
500,844 
57,062 
178,479 
178,760 
658,125 

£   9,    d. 
1  16    0 
1    5    8 
16    7 
118 
1    1    8 

Potato  crop.  The  potato  crop  in  the  Cdtes-du-Nord  was  but  middling  last  year. 

Hay  and  other  kinds  of  forage  were  of  good  quality,  but  owing  to  the 
long  drought  the  yield  was  somewhat  below  the  average.  The  crops  of 
buckwheat  suffered  severely  from  the  same  cause,  as  also   from  the 
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extremely  cold  weather  during  the  early  part  of  Auffost.  Oa  the  other 
hand  apples  for  cider  were  extremely  abundant,  and  will  prore  a  great 
reaonrce  to  the  country* 

DlPABnORT  OF  THB  MoBBIHAV. 


1884. 

1885. 

Cerealf ,  &c. 

QoanUiy 
IhroUaced. 

Arerage 
price  per 
Quarter. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Average 
price  per 
Quarter. 

Wheat 

Meslin 

Millet 

Bye          

Barley 

Buckwheat 

Oata         

Qntrters. 

199,276 

6,160 

30,078 

482,265 

5,686 

891,686 

266,026 

£   ».   d, 
2    9    1 
1  19    7 
1  15    9 
1  13    7 
1    4    6 
14    0 
1    1     7 

QuarteiB. 

204,961 

6,404 

80,841 

466,687 

7,890 

427,921 

885,608 

£  «.   d. 
2    2    1 
1  17    2 
1  10    0 
1    7    8 
16    5 
12    0 
1    2    1 

The  preceding  tables  show  that  there  has  been  no  general  improve-  Imports  and 
ment  in  trade  in  this  Consular  district  during  1885.  However,  the  exports. 
value  of  exports  from  Brest  bears  favourable  comparison  with  that  of 
1881,  but  not  so  from  Lorient,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
sardine  catch.  The  increaf^e  of  imports,  especially  of  con),  and  of  ex- 
ports from  and  to  Great  Britain,  proved  more  satisfucfcory  in  18S5  than 
in  1881.  This  increase  ii-as  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  extremely 
low  rates  of  freights  current  during  the  whole  year. 

Spanish  and  Portuguese  wines  continued  to  be  largely  imported.  Wines. 
They  were,  however,  only  to  a  small  extent  consumed  in  their  imported 
state,  but  were  by  various  processes  converted  into  a  beverage  in  imita- 
tion of  French  wines. 

The  olive  oil  imported  at  Brest  was  almost  exclusively  used  by  the  qjj^^  ^-j 
navy  in  connection  with  engines  and  machinery.     Its  cost  varied  from 
4#.  11^.  to  9«.  per  imperial  gallon. 

The  present  depressed  state  of  agriculture  in  my  district,  more  Agriculture, 
especially  in  the  Finistere,  is  loudly  proclaimed,  more  particularly  by 
the  peasant  farmers.    It  is  asserted  that  numerous  small  farms  are 
without  tenants,  and  that  many  tenants  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their 
inability  to  pay  their  rents,  while  others  only  do  so  partially. 

Agricultural  depression  no  doubt  existed  last  year,  and  continues  to 
do  so,  but  I  am  rather  disposed  to  believe  that  its  extent  is  exaggerated, 
both  by  the  larger  landed  proprietors  and  by  the  peasantry,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  legislation  for  still  higher  import  duties  on  cereals,  cattle,  &c* 
They  allege  that  the  prices  obtainable  tor  home  produce  in  competition 
with  foreign,  especially  American  imports,  do  not  defray  the  expenses 
connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  they  pretend  that  so  long 
as  the  price  of  wheat  does  not  reach  21  f  r.  per  hectolitre  (21.  lOs.  ^d. 
per  quarter),  the  agriculturist  must  continue  to  sustain  a  loss  on  bis 
produce,  and  therefore  those  who  can  afford  it  do  not  send  their  wheat 
to  market,  looking  forward  to  early  legislation  on  the  subject  of  increased 
duties  on  foreign  imports. 

No  public  works  of  commercial  or  other  importance  were  com-  Public  works, 
menced  during  last  year.    The  floating  dock  at  St.  Brieuc  wap,  how- 
ever, completed  and  opei:ed  to  commerce  last  September,   while  the 
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railway  to  connect  St.  Brieuc  with  its  port,  Legu^,  will  not  be  finished 
until  some  time  in  1886. 
Briliah  trade.         Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Consular  district  might,  I  am 
Sugg^tions     satisfied,  be  considerably  increased  by  the  establishment  of  direct  steam 
meiJu        *^^  communication  between  Brest  and  a  British  port — ^in  preference,  a  coal 
port — because  with  energy,  mercantile  intelligence  and  prudence  a  very 
large  export  of  all  kinds  of  farm  produce,  cereals,  &c.,  would  be  sure  to 
be    the    erentual   result,    provided   the    numerous  peasant    farmers 
were  well  directed  by  individuals  practically  acquainted  with  the  re- 
quirements, as  to  quality  of  produce,  suited  to  the  EngUsh  market. 

Such  direct  steam  communication  could^  moreover,  not  fail  to  open 
up  a  new  branch  of  commex^  by  direc.t  importation  from  British  ports 
of  colonial  produce,  manufactured  goods,  &c,  now  drawn  from  distant 
inland  towns  at  a  considerable  increase  of  cost.  And  if  the  prohibition 
against  the  impcnintion  of  live  cattle  into  English  ports  coaH  be 
removed  a  very  lai^e  export  would  be  sure  to  follow ;  the  three  depcrt- 
ments  forming  ray  district  being  Me  to  furnish  an  almost  unlimiled 
number  of  animals,  and  these,  if  well  fed  and  carefully  prepared  for 
the  English  market,  could  not  fail  to  yield  a  large  supply  of  meatof  a 
quality  which,  I  think,  would  be  appreciated. 
British  Curing  the  year  1885  the  number  of  casualties  to  British  shipping 

shipping.  on  the  coast  of  Finistere  was  17,  but  they  were  of  less  importance 
than  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Five  steamers  were,  however,  totally 
lost  and  seven  human  lives  sacrificed.  In  the  other  cases  the  damage 
sustained  was  only  partial,  and  the  ships  were  able  to  enter  a  port  of 
refuge  for  repairs. 

Some  of  these  casualties  appear  to  have  been  the  result  of  ship- 
masters carelessly  hugging  this  dangerous  coast,  where  fogs  are  of 
frequent  and  sudden  occurrence,  and  where  sunken  rocks  and  other 
dangers  are  numerous.  They  probably  do  this  in  order  to  save  a  few 
hours  on  the  voyage,  but  navigating  these  narrow  and  rock-dad 
psssages,  as  a  rule,  without  the  assistance  of  local  pilots,  is  not  only 
attended  with  imminent  danger  to  the  ship,  but  to  tbe  lives  of  the 
crews  and  passengers  on  board. 

Brest,  March  4, 1886. 
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MAESEILLES. 

Iteport  hy  Consul  FercevcU  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  MarmUea 
for  the  Year  1885, 

The  years  1884  and  1885  comprise  a  period  of  almost  nnexampled  SUieof  tnde. 
commerdal  depression  ali  Marseilles. 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  for  the  former  year  thai  a  mat  falling 
off  in  trade,  as  compared  with  1883,  had  taken  place,  and  tbis  owing  in 
a  great  measure  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  and  its  consequent  quaran- 
tine difficulties.  Other  reasons  may  also  be  assign^pd,  such  as  over- 
production, foreign  competition,  political  disturbances,  the  war  and 
war  rumours  in  the  East,  and  also  I  may  mention  that  the  opening  up 
of  the  St.  Oothard  Bailway  has  enabled  Switzerland  and  the  Southern 
Provinces  of  Germany  to  be  supplied  with  all  their  requirements  in 
cereals  and  other  produce,  vi^  Genoa,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  that  which 
it  costs  to  transmit  the  goods  through  Marseilles  as  formerly ;  however, 
with  the  disappearance  of  cholera  in  the  autumn  of  1884  it  was  hoped 
that  the  worst  wns  over,  but  unfortunately,  in  the  early  part  of  last 
summer  it  renppearcd,  and  although  there  was  no  great  panic  and 
exodus  ns  in  1884  it  prostrated  trade  again,  by  the  consequent  imposition 
by  our  neighbours  of  quarantine,  in  some  cases  unnecessarily  prolonged. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  Marseilles  has  herself  to  blame  very  much  for  Oholenu 
the  frequency  of  these  epidemics  by  neglecting  sanitary  precautions. 
When  the  disease  is  here  in  our  midst  great  improvements  are 
promised,  when  it  is  over  nothing  is  done.  The  drainage  system  is 
atrocious:  the  main  drains  emptying  themselves  into  the  docks  where 
the  vessels  lie,  and  no  person  who  has  not  had  the  misfortune  to 
experience  it  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  effluvia  arising  from 
these  drains  on  a  warm  summer's  night.  The  landing  of  invalids  and 
time-expired  men  from  the  army  in  Tonquin,  more  ur  less  contaminated, 
is  a  constant  cause  for  alarm,  but  soon  the  bulk  of  the  ^^nny  is  coming 
back,  and  the  Minister  of  Commerce  has  been  visiting  Toulon  and 
Marseilles  to  see  into  the  arrangements  to  be  carried  out  for  their 
disembarkation,  and  also  to  discuss  means  for  improving  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  both  towns.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  visit  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  good. 

SmiTPIHe  AlTD    NATiaASIOir. 

A  glance  at  the  annexed  tables  will  show  that  a  slight  improvement  shipping, 
has  taken  place  in  the  total  tonnage  as  compared  with  that  of  1884, 
though  the  total  number  of  vessels  has  been  less  ;  this  is  due  to  the 
anbstitution  of  steamers  for  sailing  shipsi  and  the  ever-increasingi  size 
of  the  former. 

With  tiie  exception  of  Prench  vessels,  who  have  the  coasting  trade 
in  their  own  hands,  England  heads  the  list  as  fisur  as  tonnage  is 
concerned,  whilst  Italy  figures  first  after  the  French  in  number  of  ships, 
owing  to  a  quantity  of  small  sailing  vessels  under  the  Italian  flag 
trading  between  Marseilles  and  the  adjacent  Italian  ports,  but  there 
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English 
shipping. 


French 
shipping. 


Passengers. 


as  a  great  falling  off  both  ia  number  and  tonnage  of  the  Italian  vesselB 
]B  compared  with  1884. 

The  increase  in  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of  English  vessels,  of  61 
in  vessels  and  90,498  in  tons,  mav  be  accounted  for  mainly  in  the 
increased  import  of  coals  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  last  year,  of 
which  247,796  tens  were  carried  in  British  vessels,  against  185,215  tons 
in  the  prerious  twelve  months. 

Both  in  numbers  and  tonnage  the  French  vessels  %how  an  increase 
in  1885  over  the  previous  year,  though  in  both  years  they  fall  short  of 
1888.  Several  of  the  French  vessels  (steamers)  belonging  to  this  port 
have  found  employment  during  the  last  two  years  under  charter  to  the 
Gk»vemment  carrying  troops,  stores,  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  army 
in  Ton^uin. 

Freights  for  Marseilles  have  been  scarce  and  low  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  passengers  arrived  at  Marseilles  by  sea  was  (exclusive 
of  military  and  prisoners) : — 

1885 82,843 

1884 74,410 

Difference 7,988 

Tlie  number  of  passengers  sailed]  from  Marseilles  was  (exclusive  of 
military  and  prisoners) : — 

1886 65,161 

1884 49,069 

Difference 6,402 


Emigration.  7,S63  emigrants  embarked  here  in  1885,  and  8,785  left  by  rail  for 

embarkation  at  other  |)orts.  In  the  previous  year  the  numbers  were 
6,482  and  2,494  respectively.  The  greater  numoer  of  these  emigrants 
are  foreigners,  chiefly  Italians,  and  their  destination  is  generally  South 
America,  especially  the  Argentine  Bepublic. 

SHIPBVILDnVO. 

Shipbuilding.  Beyond  an  iron  floating-dock  for  the  Greek  Government,  three 
torpedo  vessels  for  the  Turkish  Government,  and  floating  sheers  for 
Marseilles,  nothing  has  been  done  at  the  yard  of  the  "Forges  et 
Ohantiets  de  la  M^diterran6e,"  at  La  Seyno,  during  the  twelve  months, 
and  owing  to  the  falling  off  of  their  business  a  large  number  of  work- 
men have  been  dismissed. 


Lyons  silk 
trade. 


llYBUBTBIES,  TbADE,  JlVD   CoMMEBCE. 

As  I  h.ive  already  stated  the  period  under  review  has  been  one  of 
great  commercial  dulness.  Industries  and  commerce  have  both 
suffered,  and  the  situation  at  the  present  moment  does  not  show  many 
signs  of  amelioration. 

Amongst  the  articles  of  import  and  export  but  few  show  signs  of 
approaching  the  figures  realised  in  former  years,  and  the  prices  all 
round  have  been  on  the  decline.  Market  duU,  no  speculation  whatever, 
and  tho  business  done  has  been  merely  suflBcient  to  provide  for  the 
requirements  of  the  place.  The  Vice-Consul  at  Lyons  informs  me  that 
there  also  business  is  bad,  and  prices  unremunerative.  Wages  too  are 
dull,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  enable  that  city  to  retain  the  manu- 
facture of  the  cheap  class  of  goods  at  present  on  demand,  and  which  are 
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produced  more  adyantageously  ia  Zarich,  Gomo,  and  the  Ehenish 
FroyiDces. 

The  attempt  to  compete  with  these  markets  has  resulted  in  the 
exodus  of  manj  looms  from  Lyons,  and  the  number  existing  is  dimi- 
nishing in  fayour  of  the  surrounding  country,  where  mills  are  rising 
whereyer  water-power  is  procurable,  and  where  the  cost  of  living 
bein^  less,  the  workmen  can  accept  lower  wages  than  in  town. 

Low  goods  ar0  especially  in  demand :  cheap  fabrics  of  silk  to 
begin  with,  then  silk  and  cotton,  then  spun  silk  and  cotton,  until 
nearly  pure  cotton  is  reached.  No  sooner  is  a  new  article  produced 
than  this  work  of  deterioration  begins. 

During  last  summer  it  was  felt  that  the  weaver  could  not  4ive  on 
his  existing  wages,  and  a  tariff  was  agreed  upon  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  workmen ;  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  it, 
and  the  weayer  now  works  for  whatever  he  can  obtain. 

Bemasks  oir  Imposts  aitd  Bxpobtb. 

The  amount  of  wheat  imported  at  Marseilles  during  the  year  1885  Imports, 
is  somewhat  less  than  the  quantity  received  in  the  previous  year,  and  Wheat, 
much  less  than  that  recorded  for  1883.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  abundant  haryests  in  this  country  during  the  last  two  ^ears,  and 
also  by  the  increased  import  duty  on  foreign  wheat  imposed  since  1884. 
The  amount  contributed  by  British  India  has  considerably  f^len  off, 
and  also  in  Australian  wheat  a  great  diminution  has  taken  place  as 
compared  with  1884,  whilst  Algeria  has  supplied  more  than  double  the 
quantity  received  from  here  in  that  year. 

Considerable  fluctuations  have  taken  place  in  the  prices  during  the  Prices, 
year.  In  March  a  rise  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  question  of  an 
increased  import  duty  which  was  brought  before  the  l^rench  Parlia- 
ment. This  tax  not  being  imposed,  prices  fell  gradually,  and  kept 
more  or  less  falling  until  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  present  moment 
prices  have  gone  up,  and  the  market  is  firm ;  a  fact  which  is  ascribed  to 
the  lowness  of  local  stocks,  and  the  closing  of  the  Eussian  Black  Sea 
ports  on  account  of  ice. 

No  change  worthy  of  note  has  taken  place,  and  the  prices  now  are  Sagar« 
about  the  same  as  in  January,  1885.    A  rise,  however,  may  be  expected, 
as  the  stocks  held  are  low;  and  thero  is  a  falling  off  in  the  productiou  of 
beetroot  in  France. 

Pepper  has  declined  during  the  course  of  the  year,  and  the  opera-  Pepper, 
tions  in  this  article  are  confined  to  the  local  wants. 

Although  the  quantity  of  coffee  imported  in  1885  has  been  less  than  Ooffee. 
in  the  preyious  year,  the  fall  of  prices  has  been  continuous.  The  com- 
petition of  Trieste  and  Genoa  for  the  supply  of  the  Turkish,  Greek, 
and  Boumanian  markets,  and  direct  importation  from  Brazil  to  places 
formerly  supplied  almost  exclusiyely  by  Marseilles,  may  account  for 
this. 

The  Hayre  market,  always  in  possession  of  large  quantities  of 
assorted  coffees,  has  supplied  the  whole  of  France,  even  the  southern 
departments  and  Marseilles. 

Prices  have  fallen  during  the  year  aU  along  the  line :  whether  rape-  oieaginocu 
seed,  gingerly-seed,  ground-nuts,  or  others.  seede. 

The  price  of  coal  has  also  slightly  fallen  during  the  year.     The  Coal, 
amount  imported  from   the  United  Kingdom  greatly  exceeds    that 
received  during  the  previous  year ;  and,  if  no  epidemic  visits  us  during 
the  summer,  it  will  probably  equal  that  of  1883. 

The  decrease  or  this  import  in  1884  and  1885  is  entirely  to  be 
[801]  T 
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HeiaU. 
Iron. 


Imports. 
Tin. 


Timber. 


Exports. 
OH 


Hoar. 


ascribed  to  the  cholera,  which  caused  a  decrease  in  the  amount  required 
for  navigation  purposes,  as  so  many  steamers  have  been  unemployed  or 
laid  up.  With  regard  to  local  consumption  here  and  in  the  surrounding 
district  the  demand  has  been,  all  through  these  bad  times,  rather  on 
the  increase. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  metals  is  not  flourishiug.  Prices  of 
iron  have  been  declining  for  the  last  four  vears ;  and  the  out-look  is  not 
encouraging,  the  greater  part  of  the  foundries  being  %hut  up. 

A  considerabk  quantity  of  tin  is  imported  firom  ^atavia  and 
Singapore ;  and,  on  account  of  the  low  rate  of  freight  charged  by  the 
Netherlands  companies,  it  appears  that  Marseilles  is  no  longer  de- 
pendent on  England  for  her  supplies  of  this  article. 

During  the  past  year  the  prices  of  timber  from  the  north  and  of 
American  pitch-pine  have  sensiUy  declined. 

Very  little  building  is  going  on  at  Nice,  Cannes,  and  Toulon ;  and 
no  public  works  are  on  hand  anywhere  in  the  district. 

Amongst  other  products  oil,  which  forms  an  important  item  in  the 
local  manufactures,  has  fallen  in  price  during  the  year.  As  regards 
olive-oil,  this  is  attributable  to  the  abundant  crop  of  olives  in  France, 
Italy,  and  Spain,  which  latter  country  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
local  supply  of  late  years.  As  for  seed-oils,  the  fall  is  due  to  the  low 
price  of  seeds  sent  from  British  India  in  considerable  quantities,  and 
also  to  the  formidable  competition  of  foreign  countries,  which  the  local 
manu&cturer  has  to  contend  with — England,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy, 
and  Bussia  having,  as  I  am  informed,  increased  the  number  of  their  oil 
factories ;  and  these  countries  not  only  do  not  import  any  more,  but 
have  commenced  competition  with  the  local  manufacturers,  not  only 
elsewhere,  but  in  Marseilles  itself. 

The  export  of  Marseilles  flour  has  not  increased.  This  industrv  is 
undergoing  a  crisis,  owing  partly  to  the  cholera  epidemic  of  the  last 
two  years  causing  quarantine  impediments  to  the  local  produce,  and 
partly  to  the  flour  not  being  of  as  good  an  appearance  as  might  be,  on 
account  of  the  inferior  nature  of  the  mill  machinery.  This,  however, 
is  being  looked  to,  and  new  machinery  is  being  set  up  in  some  of  the 
mills,  which,  no  doubt,  will  give  satisfactory  resists. 

The  figures  in  Annex  B. — ^imports  and  exports — have  been  obtained 
from  the  books  of  the  Custom-house,  although  the  official  returns  are 
not  yet  published ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  I  find  it  quite  impossible  to 
obtain  the  values  desired,  either  at  the  Custom-house  or  at  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Octroi  receipts  were : — 

£ 

1884 865,760 

1885 «67,744» 

MOTBICBKT  OF  THB  FOFITLATIOir. 


Tear. 

Births. 

Marria«:e8. 

Deaths. 

1884 
1885 

10,778 
10,912 

2,704 
2,926 

12,500 
12,152 

Mortality.  The  death-rate  has  been  higher  than  in  former  years,  owin/;  to  the 

cholera  epidemics,  but  a  slight  decrease  is  visible  in  1885.    The  last 

*  At  exohsDge  of  25  fr.  to  £  sterling. 
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winter  has  been  rery  unhealthj,  and  this  year  has  oommenced  badly, 
the  number  of  deaths  in.  February  haying  nearly  doubled  the  amount 
registered  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1885. 

Small-pox,  lung-disease,  and  typhoid  fever  have  been  prevalent. 

BiTUBK  of  all  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Maraeilles  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam; 

Total. 

Naod)erof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

English         

rrench...       .^       ... 

Italian 

Dutch  ...       .„       ... 

Spanish          

Greek  ...       „.       ,.. 
Oerman 

Swedish         

Austrian        

Bosiiaa          

DmWi 

United     States     of 

America     

Turkish         „.       ... 
Belgian         ^       ... 

22 

1,166 

740 

iss 

298 
86 
89 

111 
12 
17 

4 
4 

7,826 
190,729 
162,661 

16,'28l 
71,962 
17,188 
80,226 
44,247 
4,769 

2,169 
i;052 

529 
8,841 
188 
108 
219 
22 
46 
48 

4 
"'l 

618,499 

2.446,118 

206,843 

186,686 

144,771 

16,178 

40,018 

24,426 

i;812 
8,468 

li007 

661 

928 

108 

402 

820 

81 

182 

111 

18 

21 

4 
4 
1 

621,826 

2,686,842 

868.604 

186,686 

160,052 

88,186 

67,151 

54,662 

44,247 

6,681 

6,488 

2,169 
1,062 
1,007 

Total       

1884 

8,481 
8,829 

662,086 
601,729 

4,491 
4,268 

8,682,801 
8,886,790 

7,972 
8,087 

4,284,886 
8,988,519 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Bullish         ...       ^ 
French„.       ^ 

Italian ... 

Dutch 

Spanish          

Greek  ...       

German 

Swedish         

Austrian 

Bussian         ...       ... 

Danish 

UnitMl     States     of 
Amerle*     ...       ... 

Turkish          ...       ... 

Belgian          ...       ... 

28 

1,898 
686 

171 
290 
89 
98 
94 
16 
16 

5 
6 

68,842 
189,917 
156,686 

18;989 
82,072 
18,469 
84»284 
42,000 
6,708 
3,188 

8,801 
i;486 

681 
8,866 
181 
108 
219 
24 
46 
48 

""l 

4 

"*1 

661,880 

2,468,052 

202,551 

186,686 

144,771 

16,986 

40,778 

24,426 

l"812 
2,468 

664 

6,264 
867 
108 
890 
814 
85 
141 
94 
17 
19 

6 
6 

1 

626,172 

2,662,969 

868,286 

186,686 

168,760 

99,007 

69,287 

68,660 

42,000 

8,620 

6,646 

8,808 

1,485 
1,107 

Total 
1884 

8,840 
8,868 

614,882 
600,288 

4.609 
4,220 

8,646,806 
8,868,766 

7,848 
8,078 

4,260,688 
8,964,048 

T  2 
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Annex  B.-^Birxreir  of  Principal  Arfcieles  of  Import  to  Maraeillef 
daring  the  Year  1885. 


ArUdes. 

1886. 

1884. 

Qnantitj. 

QnanUtj. 

Wine,  spiritf,  beor,  &c 

Sogar  (powdered  and  raw) 
f,     wfined        

Sr'   ::    ::    ::    :: 

Flour          

Wheat        

Coal  from  the  United  Kingdom  .. 
Other  ariiclee        

Tone. 

62,508 

71,369 

344 

2,717 

17.857 

2,525 

548,172 

856,590 

296,787 

842,467 

Tons. 

69,818 

78,818 

2,045 

1,661 

17,118 

6,808 

558,195 

804,877 

256,988 

844,894 

Total          

2,196,881 

2,184,707 

1,000  kUofl.  equal  to  1  ton. 

Annex  B. — ^RBTtruK  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Marseilles  during  the  Year  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Qoantltj. 

Qosntitj. 

Wine,  spirits,  fte 

Sugar 

on         

whr::    ;:    ::    :: 

Flour      

Soap        

Other  arUoles 

Tons. 
82,814 
28,874 
46,976 
52,862 
28,846 
25,585 
9,894 
1,071,918 

Tons. 
88,004 
28,478 
82,856 
52,826 
89,291 
26,685 
9,894 
1,085,864 

Total 

1,289,769 

1,251,298 

1,000  kilos,  equal  to  1  ton. 


Marseilles,  March  27, 1886. 
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Sspofi  by  Oomul  Tremlett  upon  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Namgoition  qf 
Saigon  and  Cochin  China  for  the  Tear  1885. 

Tova  Euro. 

EnEHTB  in  this  proTince  have  receired  notice  in  the  public  prints 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  not  necessarj  to  repeat  them  here ;  the 
pacification  of  the  country  seems  far  from  complete. 

Akitaic. 

Yerj  little  reaches  the  public  of  this  colony  concerning  the  afEairs 
of  this  iin^dom ;  the  occupation  of  Hu6  is  still  maintained ;  the  massacre 
of  natire  Christiaos  in  the  southern  provinces  is  well  known,  and  the 
number  of  victims  has,  it  is  thouffbt,  been  understated :  a  subscription 
for  the  relief  of  the  surrivors  reacned  the  large  sum  of  21,000  dol. 

Fbehoh  Coobi5  CHorA. 

A  review  of  the  trade  of  this  colony  during  the  past  year  would  Tnds  in 
show  no  important  feature  other  than  the  paucity  of  business,  compared  Ooehin  Chins, 
vrith  late  seasons  as  far  as  European  houses  were  concerned,  due 
somewhat  to  the  comparative  scarcity  of  ^2:rain  and  its  quality.  Very 
early  in  the  season  it  was  found  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  obtain  the 
percentage  of  paddy  contracted  for,  and  it  was  quite  out  of  question  during 
the  later  months;  and  as  to  the  new  crop  just  now  making  its 
appearance,  the  abnost  entire  absence  of  rain  in  some  districts,  and  the 
insufficient  fall  in  others  during  what  should  have  been  the  wet  season, 
point  to  an  out-turn  below  the  average. 

The  administrator  of  an  important  arrondissement,  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  Council,  remarks : — 

''The  misery  is  great  this  year.  I  know  that  in  some  vilbges  the 
inhabitants  are  reduced  to  one  meal  per  day,  and  the  small  cultivators 
procure  with  i^reat  difficulty  the  paddy  necessary  for  planting :  taxes  are 
neavy,  the  viUages  are  overburdenea,  the  Annamites  actually  pa^  all 
that  they  can  pay,  and  to  demand  further  sacrifices  would  be  unjust, 
abusive,  and  perhaps  dangerous."  This  is  pretty  plain  language,  and, 
taken  with  the  following  passage  from  the  Governor's  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  Colonial  Council,  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  causes 
01  the  disturbances  that  have  occurred  in  this  colony. 

*'The  period  now  closing  has  been  marked  by  some  disorder  and  a 

Snerai  uneasiness,  which  is  naturally  explained  by  the  events  that  have 
ppened  in  Cambodia  and  Annam.  On  one  side  the  Annamitea 
attempted  to  raise  an  insurrection  in  our  provinces  by  means  of 
a  number  of  emissaries  employed  to  hunt  up  the  former  rebels,  and  induce 
them  to  take  advantage  oi  the  motives  for  discontent  always  prevalent 
amongst  a  population  imperfectly  assimilated;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
distnnNUQLces  in  Cambodia  found  unfortunatel v  an  echo  in  several  frontier 
provinces,   which  were  devastated  by  banos   of  rebels  and  thieves. 
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BeportB  from  the  administrator  state  that  the  situation  has  improved, 
and  although  the  active  surveillance  called  for  should  not  be  relaxed,  it 
may  at  least  be  affirmed  that  at  this  moment  all  fear  of  further  difficulty 
appears  averted." 
Exports.  EspporU. — ^As  will  appear  by  the  following  statement,  the  export  of 

rice  amounted  to  7,403,200  piculs,  equal  to  440,666  tons,  being 
1,137,200  piculs,  or  67,600  tons,  less  than  the  export  of  1884;  the 
average  pnce  of  cargo  may  be  put  at  1  dol.  40  c.  (equal  toj  3«.  lid.  per 
cwt.),  and  the  total  value  sums  up  as  follows :-— 


Quantity. 

Prioe. 

Value. 

Current. 

SterUng. 

Cargo 
White      .. 
Paddy      .. 

mculB. 
4,860,800 

486,800 
2,106,600 

DoL  c. 

1  40 

2  22 
1    25 

Dollars. 
6,804,420 
968,686 
2,688,250 

£ 

1,184,070 
161,481 
488,875 

Total 

7,408,200 

10,406,256 

1,784,876 

Three-fourths  of  the  crop  was  shipped  to  China. 

Statement  of  Exports  of  Kice  in  1885. 


Countiy. 

Port. 

Heals.      . 

Total. 

China         ..        ..      1 

Hong  Kong 

5,629,000 

J , 

Swatow     •. 

47,800 

5,677,700 

Annam       .•        ..      -J 

Tonron 

1,100 

,, 

Quin-hon  .. 

2,000 

8,100 

Japan 

Yokohama.* 

, , 

16,600 

f 

Manila      .  • 

275,000 

. , 

PhiUppines..        ..     \ 

Do-ilo 

87,800 

.  • 

I 

Cebn 

88,400 

850,700 

Straits 

Singapore.. 

. , 

436,200 

Java 

Samarang .  •         •  • 

87,000 

. . 

Sourabaya . . 

284,900 

871,900 

Oeylon 

Colombo    •• 

•  • 

200 

Reanion      .  • 

Bourbon    .  • 

,, 

184^700 

Europe        •,         •« 

. « 

•• 

•• 

412,100 

Total.. 

•• 

7,408,200 

Prices  were  tolerably  steady  at  reasonable  figures  during  the  early 
half  of  the  year,  but  rose  as  the  deficiency  in  the  crop  m<ule  itself  felt» 
and  continued  high  during  the  latter  half,  preciuoing  shipments  to 
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Tear. 

PieolB. 

Tons. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1882 

1888 

1884 

1885 

6,057,642 
8,685,200 
8,540,000 
7,408,200 

860,574 
514,000 
509,000 
440,666 

Dollars. 

7,666,688 
10,866,704 

8,540,000 
10,406,256 

£ 

1,488,876 
1,909,000 
1,565,666 
1,784,876 

HMtlhange:  JBSnnlvn^.— There  is  not  mnch  to  remark  under  this  Exchangei. 
head,  beyond  the  steady  fall  in  sterling  and  the  depreciation  of  the  Banking, 
dollar.    Kates  during  the  year  ranged  as  follows : — 

London,  4  months'  bank  bills Zs.ld  to       8«.  i\d. 

„  „       doeomentary  bills . .         . .  8«.  8d.  „        Z$.  b\d. 

Hong  Kong,  15  days'      h         discount       ..  2    per  cent.  „  U  p«r  oeni. 
Singapore     80    „          „               i,            ..  »>         m  » 

Manila  „     „  „         preminm     ..  8|      „        „  11     „ 

Java  »     »>  n         bills..         ..  225  to  219 

The  Indo-Chinese  dollar  was  put  in  circulation  by  the  Treasury  on 
the  11th  Noyember ;  it  is  not  yet  popular,  but  there  is  no  choice  but 
to  use  it. 

Official  rates  closed  at  4  fr.  80  c.  to  the  dollar. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. — By  the  following  statement  it  will  be  Shipping, 
seen  that  359  vessels,  aggregating  417,528  tons,  arrived  at  this  port,  of 
which  198  vessels,  of  241,000  tons,  were  British,  or  more  than  half  the 
tonnage  employed — ^a  smaller  proportion  than  usual.  Classed  according 
to  their  nationalities  they  appear  as  under : — 


Flags. 

American 
British    •• 
Dntch     .. 
French    ••         •• 
Qerman  •• 
Italian    .. 
JapMiese . « 
Malay     .. 
Konregian        • . 
Siamese  ..         •• 
Spanish  .. 

HesBageries  MaritimeB 


Number. 


470 


Tonnage. 


16 

17,496 

198 

241,000 

26 

88,578 

40 

59,967 

65 

58,692 

1 

647 

1 

186 

1 

998 

2 

1,820 

2 

478 

7 

8,226 

859 

417.528 

111 

m,972 

589,500 


STATBicmTT  of  British  Shipping.  . 

Glass. 

Komber. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Steam       

SaU 

197 

1 

289,807 
1,198 

7,828 
18 

Total 

198 

241,000 

7,841 
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Frcighla.  Freights  have   been  rery  unremunerative  throughoat  the  year, 

haying  ranged  as  under  :— 

Singapore 11  io  10  cents  per  pioul 

Hong  Kong *  „  !•    n         »> 

Manila 18  „  23    „         „ 

Jaya 14  „  26    „         „ 

On  the  5th  October  a  subsidised  monthly  mail  service  was  opened 
with  Manila  by  the  Messageries  Maritimes. 

From  the  commencement  of|the  year  steamers  of  French  companies, 
making  regular  monthly  service  between  France  and  Gochin  Ohina,  pay 
only  three-fourths  pilotage. 

CoMPi.BA.TrvE  Statement  of  British  Shipping. 


Tear. 

Steun. 

Tom. 

Crewi. 

Safl. 

Tods. 

Crawf. 

TotaL 

Tonnage. 

Crewt. 

1882 

1883 

1884 ... 
1885 

21S 
235 
230 
197 

174,736 
226,263 
248,103 
239,807 

7,090 
9,178 
8.375 
7,323 

10 

4 
9 

1 

4,798 
2,640 
4^969 
1,193 

166 
63 

128 
18 

223 
239 
239 
198 

179,534 
237,908 
253,071 
241,000 

7,265 
9.236 
8,803 
7,841 

Casnaltiefl. 


Imports. 
Dry  dock. 


Casualties. — The  British  steamship  "  Bosslyn,"  while  upon  a  voyage 
from  Hong  Kong  to  this  port,  struck  upon  an  unknown  rock  six  miles 
south-east  from  Cape  Bak6,  and  sank  in  about  half  an  hour,  at  8  a.m.9 
on  the  18th  January.  All  the  passengers  (120)  and  crew  were  saved. 
The  steamer's  masts  may  yet  be  seen,  directly  in  the  track  of  vessels 
passing  inside  the  Britto  shoal. 

The  British  ship  ''  Oberon  "  stranded  on  the  coast  some  50  miles  south 
of  Gape  St.  James^  and  remained  from  the  26th  June  to  the  20th  July, 
when  she  was  got  off  by  the  exertions  of  her  own  crew,  having  been 
gutted  by  the  natives  during  the  temporary  absence  of  ber  people : 
about  one-third  of  ber  cargo  of  coal  was  jettisoned ;  her  repair  cost 
some  3,3007. 

The  Prench  steamship  ''  Marseille  **  struck  upon  the  rocks  under 
Cape  St.  James's  light  during  the  night  of  the  8th  October,  and  remained 
some  hours ;  she  proceeded  finally  to  Singapore  for  survey  and  repair. 

Im'foris. — ^Nothing  can  be  said  under  this  head  until  the  publication 
of  statistics,  probably  in  May. 

"Dry  DocA;.— There  is  an  extensive  one  building,  which  will  be  com- 
pleted within  two  years ;  the  cost  is  estimated  at  850,000/.  The  dimen- 
sions will  be  about-— 

Feei 

Totollength       060 

Length  inside 600 

Total  width         09 

Width  inaide 66 

Depth  on  Bill,  low  tide 17i 

„           half  „     ••         •«         ••         ••  24 

high,, 80i 
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Saigon.— Asxi.  rougUj  1,000  Acres :  Population  14,469,  as  under. 


Males. 

Females. 

In&nts. 

Total. 

Enropeans— 

French         ••         ••         •• 

English        

German        ••        •• 

Spanish        

Swiss 

Dutch          

Italian         

Bosdan        

French  sabjeets^ 

Indian          

AMcan 

Chinese        

American 

Asiatics,  &e.— 

Annamite     ..         ••         •• 

Chinese        

Cambodian 

Japanese      ••        ••        .. 

Philippine 

MaUj          

Arab 

Indian          

Egyptian 

446 
34 

29 

7 

11 

4 
18 

•  « 

190 
1 
S 
6 

9,086 
4,189 

1 

19 
100 

7 
218 

8 

165 
6 
6 
2 

8 
1 

11 

1 

66 

•  • 

2 

•  a 

2,686 

588 

5 

1 

8 

52 

*88 

•  • 

268 

•  • 

1 
8 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

79 

"l 

1 

2,841 
486 

"8 

•  • 

1 
41 

•  « 

878 
80 
86 

12 

16 

•    6 

81 

1 

824 

1 
6 
7 

7,412 

6,207 

12 

2 

86 

162 

8 

287 

8 

Total 

7,818 

8,469 

8,677 

14,459 

The  number  of  pupils  in  Government  schools,  23,874  (in  the  colony). 

Immigration. — f^or  a  number  of  jears  Asiatic  British  subjects  hare  immigratioo. 
been  exempted  from  capitation  tax  and  from  sereral  yexatious  forms ; 
the  passports  emanating  from  a  British  colony  haying  been  deemed 
sufficient  to  establish  nationality.  While  this  exemption  was  granted 
to  a  certain  number  of  well-known  merchants  no  objection  was 
made,  but  of  late  years  these  passports  have  been  granted  at 
Singapore  to  a  yery  different  class  of  persons,  to  anyone  apparently 
who  could  produce  10«.,  and  the  number  of  exempts  rapidly 
mounted  to  some  hundreds.  Latterly  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  administration  upon  this  subject,  and  on  the  2drd  January  a 
decree  was  passed  to  the  following  effect : — 

All  foreign  Asiatics  are  obliged  to  carry  a  pass,  to  be  divided  into 
three  categories,  viz.,  first  and  second  classes,  those  who  pay  a  license 
of  60  dol.  or  over;  second,  those  who  pay  from  20  dol.  to  60  dol.; 
third,  the  others  whose  payment  is  5  dol.  Congregations  to  be 
responsible  for  their  members,  and  no  Asiatic  to  be  allowed  to  land 
who  is  not  a  member  of  some  congregation.  Here  is  the  question 
regarding  British  subjects :  they  belong  to  no  congregation,  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  are  British  subjects.  To  meet  this  difficulty 
comes  Article  8  of  the  decree  which  is  pressed  upon  me :  **  Shall  we 
exempt  from  capitation  the  foreign  Asiatics  who  show  by  their  letters 
of  naturalisation,  established  in  due  form,  that  they  are' subjects  of  a 
nation  having  a  Consular  representatiye  at  Saieon  P  But  why  should 
or  how  can  a  British  subject,  who  has  never  been  anything  else,  take 
out  letters  of  naturalisation  P  I  have  produced  Sinfi;apore  passports 
stating  the  bearer  to  have  been  bom  in  Singapore,  of  parents  bom  in 
Singapore,  but  so  far  these  have  not  been  deemed  sufficient. 
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ImmignntB —  1885. 

COiiiiew  ••        ..        12,837 

Indiana. 197 

MaUjB 80 

Total 12,610 

EnUgrants — 

Chinese •«         ••  €|977 

Indians ••         ••  162 

HalajB 84 

ToUl •.        7,173 

Ibreignefs. — ^The  Colonial  Council  in  session  Toted  for  the  exclasion 
of  foreigners  from  tendering  for  supplies,  ^bc,  but  the  Governor  decided 
that  .the  Council  had  exceeded  its  power,  and  that  its  decision  was  void 
and  «f  no  effect. 

Telegraph  Idnei. — ^There  are  now  2,214  miles  of  wire. 
Bailway.  Bailway. — ^At   the  session  of   the  Conseil    d'Arrondissement   at 

Choion  the  following  passed.    (I  give  it  simply  because  it  expresses  the 
views  of  the  natives  of  a  very  important  district :) — 

President :  I  ask  the  Council  what  impression  the  opening  of  the 
railroad  from  Saigon  to  Mytho  has  made  upon  the  population  ? 

B^ly :  A  band  of  land  has  been  taken  by  the  railroad  right  and  left 
of  the  line,  and  the  late  proprietors  would  be  happy  to  receive  the 
indemnity  they  have  vaiuly  claimed  during  three  years. 

President :  That  is  not  exactly  what  I  asked,  but  your  reply  merits 
consideration.  Have  the  inhabitants  the  intention  to  make  use  of  that 
mode  of  locomotion  P 

Eeply :  The  natives  complain  of  the  bigh  fares ;  they  prefer  going  to 
their  destinations  by  boat  or  even  on  foot. 

President :  Have  the  inhabitants  the  intention  to  transport  their 
paddy  to  Choion  by  that  means  ? 

Eeply :  They  prefer  transport  by  boat ;  there  they  can  live  with 
their  families  and  easily  go  from  market  to  market,  and  in  Choion  to 
this  and  that  dealer,  seeking  the  best  terms. 

President:  Would  the  sundry  transhipments  injure  the  paddy  ? 

Eeply :  No,  but  the  bags  would  be  broken  and  loss  in  weight  follow, 

This  railway  was  opened  about  the  middle  of  the  year,  but  the 
transit  of  the  Yiaco  river  must  still  be  m<ule  by  steamer. 

Saigon,  February  1, 1886. 
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Beport  hy  Consul  DupuU  on  the  Trade  and  ChmaMrce  of  Tola 
for  ike  Tear  1885. 

Tbads  in  the  province  of  Thesaalr  in  1885,  contrasted  with  that  of  Importi  and 
the  year  before,  shows,  as  seen  bj  Table  C,  a  yetj  large  decrease  in  the  exports, 
value  of  exports  and  an  increase  in  that  of  imports,  notwithstanding  the 
shocks  it  has  been  subject  to  through  political  agitation  during  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year,  and  also  through  the  sensible  increase  of 
the  custom  dues,  which  materially  affected  the  value  of  imports  from 
Europe. 

With  regard  to  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports  the  causes  are  Exports, 
many — notably,  a  succession  of  bad  years  with  failure  of  grain  crops,  and 
a  diminution  of  the  population  and  consequent  want  of  hands,  since  the 
departure  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Mohamedans  after  the  annexation. 
The  qjoestion  of  the  reduced  population  must  sooner  or  later  force  itself 
upon  the  attention  of  this  Government,  or  the  province  will  cease  to  be 
the  grain-growing  district  it  once  wa».  Annex  B.  shows  how  small  has 
been  the  quantity  of  cereals  exported,  and  how  large  the  amount 
imported  in  1885.  The  export  trade,  as  represented,  was  only  main- 
tained by  the  commercial  transactions  of  this  place  with  Turkey,  and 
in  a  lesser  degree  with  Egypt,  Austria,  and  France.  'The  falling  off 
amounts  to  49,306/. 

British  import  trade,  which  is  nearly  all  indirect  through  the  Pineus  Bri^h 
and  Syra,  and  introduced  in  foreign  bottoms,  shows  a  notable  decrease  imports, 
compared  witii  the  year  before,  due  U>  the  severe  competition  of  Erance 
and  Austria,  who  have  established  lines  of  direct  steam  navigation  British 
between  this  port  and  those  of  Marseilles  and  Trieste.    It  is  also  to  be  exports, 
regretted  that  the  exports  trade  to  Great  Britain  is  nil,  and  has  been 
so  for  the  last  few  years,  owing  probably  to  the  absence  of  direct  steam  Facilities 
navigation.     In  consequence  of  the  existing  lines  all  trade  is  carried  on  offered  to  the 
with  Marseilles,  Trieste,  Constantinople,  and  Salonique,  where  great  foreign  trade, 
facilities  are  offered  to  the  merchants  here,  and  where,  besides  the 
commodities  in  demand,  they  find  credit  in  aU  transactions,  which  in  a 
place  like  this,  where  money  is  scarce  and  its  interest  hi^h,  they  prefer 
nigher  prices  to  remittances  in  advance.     On  this  pnnciple,  foreign 
goods  are  offered  in  all  the  markets  in  the  Levant. 

Kopgh  metals,  such  as  copper,  iron,  and  zinc  were  introduced  to  Wrought  and 
some  extent  from  Oreat  Britain^  and  also  vrrought  metals,  lead,  and  nnwrooght 
iron  wat^  piping,  but  there  haa  been  very  little  Srmingham  hardwatie.  ^^^^^ 

Mane^iester  goods  imported  amount  to  the  value  pf  41,000/.,  and  Cotton  goods, 
consist  cliefly  of  grdy  and  bleached  cotton  cloths  and  prints,  together 
with  (SHasgoW  twists.    There  is'  also  a  notable  iiicrease  in  mixed  wool 
and  cotton  wearings. 

In  Staffordshire  earthenware  nothing  has  been  done,  both  on  account  Earthenware, 
of  its  liability  to  breaking;  in  transhipment  and  also  because  on  it,  as 
on  everything  else,  duty  oeing  paid  on  weight,  preference  is  given  to 
the  lighter  and  more  common  French  and  Italian  ware. 
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Soda,  alum,  Soda,  alam,  and  sulphate  of  iron  oome  in  small  quantitiea,  but  soch 

and  sulphates,  as  are  for  pharmaceutical  use  are  from  France  and  Grermanj. 

Paints.  Paints  (dry  colours)  are  those  selected,  being  lighter  than  when 

mixed,  and  are  prepared  in  the  country. 
Colonists.  Colonials  are  without  exception  all  from  France  or  Germany,  and  of 

all  imports  the  most  heavily  burthened  by  custom  dues ;  these  often 

amount  to  60  per  cent,  and  70  per  cent,  on  their  value. 
Bke.  Bice  imported  from  Oreat  Britain  during  the  last  year  amounted 

to  the  value  of  1,200/.,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  is  now  being 

introduced  from  Geneva  and  Marseilles. 
CoaL  The  value   of  British  coal  imported  amounts  to  6,400/L  for  the 

supply  of  the  railway  and  a  few  mills  in  the  town. 

Nayioatioit. 

Navigation.  In  comparinG:  the  returns  of  shipping  and  navigation  for  the  last 

two  years,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  (ireek  shipping  has  increased  both 
in  number  and  amount  of  tonnage.  It  includes  vessels  of  large  capacitv 
employed  in  the  transport  of  war  material,  Ac.,  but  excludes  the  small 
steamboats  plying  between  Yolo  and  the  villages  in  the  gulf,  and  also 
small  sailing  craft  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  with  the  neighbouring 
islands. 

Annex  A. — ^Bitubn  of  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Tolo  in  1885. 


NatiomOity. 

SeUlBg. 

Steam. 

TbtaL 

YeveU. 

TODf. 

Yeeeelf. 

Tune. 

YmaOM. 

Tom. 

British       ... 
Gmk        ...       ... 

FMnch 

AnstriAii    

Torittoh      

Otiier  conntrief    ... 

l,i»8 

9 

4 

... 
19,864 

2^878 

970 

1,018 

9 

612 

86 

66 

66 

2 

11,060 
801,664 
100,068 

66,686 

11.482 
2,010 

9 

'•HI 

68 

64 
6 

11.060 
821,618 
100,066 
68,909 
12,402 
2;028 

Total    .» 
„  lor  preced- 
ing yew... 

1,628 
1,884 

24,220 
81,684 

819 
690 

482,740 
806,886 

2,447 
2.684 

606,960 
889,970 

SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tooi. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       ...       ... 

Greek 
French 

Austrian    

TuAish      ...       ... 

Other  coontries   ... 

1,M6 

*"7 
9 

4 

18^716 

^878 

970 

1,018 

9 
611 
86 
66 
66 

2 

11,060 

800,261 

100,068 

66,686 

11,482 

2,010 

68 

64 

6 

11,060 
818,976 
100,068 
68,906 
12,402 
8,028 

IWal   ...       .„ 

„  forpreced. 

tog  year... 

1,626 
1.891 

23,071 

818 
691 

481,847 

2,444 
2,682 

604.418 
848,117 
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Annex  B.— EBTunit  of  Principal  Artides  of  Exports  from  Volo 

in  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

AHielat. 

QnantUj. 

Talne. 

Qutntitj. 

Vahie. 

Cwt 

£ 

Cwt. 

£ 

Wheat 

290 

188 

10,792 

4,862 

Seaune 

668 

444 

4,166 

4,622 

Cocoons    

616 

4,068 

717 

6,624 

BawBUk 

170 

1,800 

24 

1,498 

Tobioeo 

90,220 

14,249 

9,168 

6,804 

md«       

698 

8,698 

2,002 

6,882 

Skini        

2,986 

4^698 

4,648 

7,118 

Plonr        ..        

421 

287 

6,248 

8,740 

OUveoU 

222 

860 

627 

943 

SMM^es 

844 

1,612 

6,906 

1,790 

Cheete 

96 

164 

,, 

.  • 

Wool        •  •        •  •        • «        •  • 

77 

198 

146 

296 

OUvet       

6 

158 

2,494 

1,767 

Filt          

8,907 

8,098 

909 

898 

Dy«       

6,700 

611 

1,086 

208 

Stoffit  of  the  Qonntry 

261 

1,980 

268 

8,488 

Other  articles 

•• 

615 

•• 

89,447 

Total 

•• 

87,460 

•  « 

86,766 

BiTUBK  of 

Principal  Articles  of 

Imports 

to  Volo  in  1885. 

ArtlclM. 

1886. 

1884. 

Qoantitr. 

Yaloe. 

QnantitT. 

Yahie. 

Cotton  labriot 

Cwt     ... 

8,672 

57,481 

96.765 

WooUtn    „ 

M.                    ... 

469 

20,487 

M. 

... 

10.996 

SUk          

...                    ... 

7 

8,880 

... 

... 

7.602 

Mixed      „ 

...                    ... 

846 

18,077 

... 

, , 

6.090 

aothlnic    ...       ^ 

*M                    ... 

782 

21,486 

Cwt.     ... 

884 

8,290 

Ttaraadt      ... 

... 

»i        ••• 

480 

8.492 

II       *•• 

867 

8.974 

CMrpets      ...       .M 
CoTdiife  and  Mcktaig 

*M                    ... 

II 

68 

1,849 

820 
6,788 

664 

8;292 

SupfeTMckf        ... 

lySm  ... 

6,189 

1,400 

... 

, 

288 

8,166 

II       ••• 

174 

8.614 

JeweUerj 

.M                    ... 

9 

2,660 

14 

2.696 

WrooffhtmoUli   ... 

M.                  ... 

10,608 

24,600 

9,281 

28,872 

UnwrouglU  „       ... 

...                  ... 

14,960 

18,224 

II       ••• 

9,282 

11.988 

Coals 

...                  ... 

Tons     ... 

0,400 

6,600 

Tons     ... 

800 

860 

QlaMwv*  ...       ... 

...                  .» 

Cwt.     ... 

8,400 

.?,487 

Cwt.     ... 

4.718 

8,684 

Crodwry    ...       ... 

M.                     ... 

660 

1,148 

797 

1,761 

Faints,  ooloars,  and  dy 

es 

612 

2.744 

Starch  and  blue    ... 



486 

4,289 

428 

8;689 

Stationery 

...       ... 

II       ••• 

1.167 

6,698 

II                  M. 

2,147 

7,289 

Dmcs  and  psrfimwT 

...                    M. 

8.170 

8,198 

II                   .« 

66 

6,600 

ass.  z 

«. 

T^  :: 

286 
9,900 

1,226 
88,764 

*.                  ... 

866 

2.800 

Ble..^       „       «, 

.M                    ... 

II       ••• 

689 

9,248 

Tons     ... 

18,408 

12.600 

SSS        ~       ~ 

M*                    M. 

Cirt.     ... 

14,961 

28,600 

Cwt.     ... 

17.896 

27,647 

...                    ... 

8,268 

12,647 

H             .•• 

4,017 

11.608 

Salt  flsh     

...                    .M 

II       *** 

2,220 

6,447 

II             •— 

1.809 

2,768 

Tobaooo     ...       .» 

.M                  ... 

64 

694 

Hoar 

...                  »— 

816 

801 

287 

886 

Splxltt        ...       ... 

•m 

dUlOQi... 

2,047 

1,667 

oSamm.,. 

2,604 

2,249 

TImtMr  and  dealt... 

-       \ 

TO      the 
▼aloe  of 

... 

14.878 

To     ttie 
valaeof 

... 

2,184 

Pttipotoom  M.       .M 

M. 

... 

—» 

11.575 

Other  artkOei      ... 

...                  M. 

It 

... 

86.198 

i» 

... 

118,767 

TMaL.. 

... 

457,887 

M* 

892.442 

The  oke  is  equiTilsBi  lo  2*84  lbs.  aTofadapoii^  25  dndmia  to  the  pooad  starling. 
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Annex  C. — ^Tablb  showing  tbe  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exp(, 
from  Volo  and  Imported  to  Volo  from  and  to  Foreign  Coun 
during  the  Years  1885  and  1884. 


Conntries. 


Great  Britain 

Turkey     .. 

Egypt 

Anstria     . . 

Fronee 

Servia 

Bonmenia.. 

Italy 

Boasia 

Belgium    .. 

Holland    .. 


Total. 


Bxporta. 


1885. 


£ 


16,086 

7,878 

6,516 

5,880 

966 

682 

88 

9 


87,450 


1884. 


85,808 
13,498 
20,442 
10,761 

2,572 
4,688 


86,756 


Imports. 


1885. 


£ 

82,985 
181,658 

127,769 
68,755 

8,470 

5,847 

5,684 

81,551 

168 


467,887 


1884. 


£ 
96,77« 
51,789 

145)081 
90,250 

lV564 
6,985 


892,442 


**  fiailway  materials. 

The  foregoing  tables  are  based  upon  statistics  famished  by  the 
Custom-house  at  Volo. 

Volo,  March  18, 1886. 
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GENOA. 

Apari  hy  Consul  Teats  JBrown  on  the  Trade  of  the  Consular  District 
of  Genoa  during  the  Year  1885. 

Tbabi  in  this  Gonsukr  district  during  1885  has  increased  in  yolume  State  of  trade 
if  not  in  value,  not  only  as  compared  to  the  previous  year,  but  as  com-  geneially. 
pared  to  all  previous  years. 

British  shipping  has  notably  increased,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  increase  is  mainly  due  to  the  great  import  of  British  coal, 
which,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  low  rate  of  freight,  is  certainly  not  at 
present  affected  by  the  competition  of  German  coal  by  the  St.  Gothard 
route.  Complaints  of  bad  business  and  no  margin  of  profits  are 
universal  among  importers  and  merchants,  and  industrials  echo  the 
same  complaint.  In  spite  of  all  this,  however,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  mass  of  increased  business  is  being  done  at  a  loss,  and  tne  fact 
probably  is  that  capital  invested  in  trade  is  giving  considerably 
smaller  returns  than  a  few  years  ago ;  just  as  capital  invested  in  the 
funds,  in  land,  or  in  any  other  investment  is  also  giving  far  smaller 
interest.  In  fact,  there  is  more  capital  available  than  people  see 
their  way  to  turn  to  profitable  account,  chiefly  because  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  European  politics. 

There  is  fuso  the  tendency  here,  as  elsewhere,  to  do  away  with  the 
agency  of  merchants  and  miadlemen  in  all  trades :  the  consumer,  or  at 
any  rate  the  retailer,  cooing  direct  to  the  producer. 

As  to  English  tra&,  I  regret  to  say  my  report  is  far  from  favourable. 
Our  shipping  has  beaten  all  competition,  and  our  tonnage  is  far 
greator  than  in  any  prerious  year ;  but  with  the  low  freights  ruling  at 
present,  I  fear  that  owners  liave  only  been  running  their  ships  as  an 
alternative  to  laying  them  up. 

Our  coal  trade  has  greatly  increased,  and  I  suppose  has  not  been  Goal,  metals, 
done  at  a  loss ;  but  it  is  nterally  the  only  trade  which  I  can  point  to  as  machinery* 
showing  signs  of  increase  and  prosperity.  As  will  be  seen  further  on, 
.  in  metals  we  are  being  beaten  out  of  the  market  by  the  Germans.  In 
machinery,  the  Swiss  and  the  home  industry  are  supplanting  us.  In 
hardware  and  Birmingham  goods,  the  United  States  have  recently  come 
to  the  front  with  a  rush. 

Of  cotton  goods  I  need  hardly  speak,  for  native  industry  haa  Cottons, 
gradually  (and  perhaps  legitimately)  been  supplanting  us  year  by  year, 
and  is  now  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  over-production  at  home,  and 
to  long  for  export  markets.    In  the  woollen  goods  trade  the  Germans  Woollens, 
are  underselling  us,  and  in  many  cases  not  selling  their  goods  as  their 
own,  but  makmg  exact  imitations  of  our  goods,  both  as  to  fSuhion, 
width,  and  even  make  up  of  parcels,  only  just  stopping  short  of  forged 
names  and  brands.    In  the  fish  trade  our  English  cured  fish  onhf  Fish* 
fetches  about  half  the  price  of  French  cured  fish,  and  in  fact  I  know 
of  no  article  in  which  we  are  progressing  as  a  set-off  against  the  vast 
number  in  which  we  are  losing  ground,  or  have  been  beaten  out  of  the 
field. 
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Bem^iM  for  As  to  remedies  for  this  state  of  things,  it  may  be  that  in  some 
^I^T^^  articles,  do  what  we  will,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  regain  our  position. 
No  doubt  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  in  this  country  workmen 
content  themselves  with  lower  pay  ;  or,  what  comes  to  the  same  thing, 
work  longer  hours,  and  that  nowadays  competition  is  so  keen  in  every 
trade  that  the  smallest  advantage  teUs.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that 
much  might  yet  be  done  to  prevent  business  slipping  away  from  us,  as 
year  by  year  is  now  the  case,  if  our  people  would  devote  themselves 
seriously  to  inquire,  on  the  spot,  into  the  causes  that  in  each 
particular  case  lessens  or  prevents  the  sale  of  their  produce.  It  is 
impossible  for  a  Consul,  whose  duties  are  so  multifarious  and  on  whose 
time  the  calls  are  so  varied,  to  master  details  which  vary  in  each  different 
trade,  and  it  would  be  presumption  on  my  part  to  attempt  to  teach 
men  of  business  how  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  What  I  would 
urge  upon  them,  however,  is  that  they  must  not  go  to  sleep  if  they 
meau  to  keep  any  hold  at  all  of  the  markets  of  North  Italy ;  that  the 
country  is  remarkable  both  for  industry  and  intelligence,  and  is  strain- 
ing every  nerve  to  provide  for  its  own  wants  of  all  sorts,  without 
recourse  to  foreign  aid ;  and  that  the  Germans,  Swiss,  and  Belgians  are, 
by  the  great  assiduity  of  their  manufacturers  and  comparatively  cheap 
labour,  cutting  out  both  English  and  French  in  such  business  as  the 
home  industry  does  not  yet  provide  for.  I  would,  therefore,  insist  upon 
the  necessity  of  our  people  studying  the  wants  and  the  taste  of  this 
market  more  than  they  do,  and  would  suggest  personal  visits  and 
direct  intercourse  with  their  customers,  combined  with  inspection,  on 
the  spot,  of  the  produce  of  their  rivals  in  trade.  It  is  notorious  that 
German  and  Swiss  manufacturers  take  far  more  trouble  than  we  do  in 
these  things ;  that  when  they  take  their  holidays  they  come  to  Italy 
not  to  see  sights  and  spend  their  money  in  buying  doubtful  antiquities,  as 
many  of  our  wealthy  manufacturers  do,  but  employ  a  part  of  their  time 
in  making  the  personal  acquaintance  of  their  correspondents,  and 
looking  into  business  with  their  own  eyes.  I  am  often  told  by 
importers  of  English  fi;oods  that  they  have  gone  on  for  long  pointing 
out  changes  and  ameliorations  in  our  goods  which  could  be  made  in 
England  as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  are  demanded  by  customers,  but 
that  such  observations  are  generally  unheeded,  if  not  resented ;  with  the 
result  that  eventually  they  have  had  to  betake  themselves,  often  much 
to  their  regret,  to  our  German  or  Swiss  rivals,  who  are  always  ready 
to  adopt  suggestions  of  the  sort,  or  at  any  rate  to  go  fully  into  and 
discuss  the  matter.  The  prevailing  impression  here  is  that  our  people 
are  too  grand  for  present  times  of  keen  competition,  and  have  the  air 
of  replying  to  any  observations  in  a  **  take  it  or  leave  it "  spirit,  which 
is  far  removed  from  the  tone  of  their  rivals,  and  is  out  of  keeping  with 
the  present  state  of  business  relations  between  producers  and  their 
customers. 

I  am  afraid  I  shall  raise  a  howl  against  me  in  many  quarters  by 
making  such  a  statement,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  record  my  belief 
that  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  that  could  be  conferred  on  our  trade, 
with  all  this  part  of  the  world,  would  be  the  construction  of  the  channel 
tunnel  or  several  channel  tunnels.  The  prospect  of  such  an  event 
must,  in  the  present  state  of  English  feeling,  be  regarded  as  so  remote 
that  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  enter  into  detail,  but  from  a 
mere  business  point  of  view  I  believe  it  would  be  the  very  greatest  benefit 
(except  the  adoption  of  universal  free  trade)  that  could  be  afforded  to 
our  trade.  In  support  of  my  belief  I  think  I  need  go  no  further  than 
to  state  that  at  tbe  present  moment  it  pays,  and  it  is  the  practice>  to 
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brisg  even  such  a  low  class  of  goods  as  rails  from  Belgium  to  alongside 
the  water  at  Savona  by  rail  rather  than  by  sen.  "When  one  comes  to 
consider  the  effect  than  an  unbroken  continuity  of  land  transport 
would  have  upon  other  more  valuable  and  more  breakable  or  perishable 
goods,  I  think  the  case  is  so  strong  that  it  need  hardly  be  further 
argued. 

Shipping, — ^In  spite  of  complaints  of  depression  in  trade  and  bad  Shipping, 
business,  the  movement  of  shipping  at  this  port  has  been  considerably 
greater  than  in  any  previous  year.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
shippiug  retiums,  the  arrivals  at  Genoa  (including  coasting  trade) 
amounted  to  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  2,824,068,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  hardly  ever  occurs  that  a  vessel  enters  this  harbour 
in  ballast.     This  is  an  increase  of  600,000  tons  over  the  previous  year. 

British  tonnage  has  increased  in  proportion,  having  amounted  to 
969,794  tons  in  .1885  ajgainst  751,204  tons  in  1884 ;  the  great  increase, 
however,  having  been  in  the  steam  colliers,  of  which  the  tonnage  was 
nearly  200,000  tons  greater  in  1885  than  in  the  previous  year. 

InmorU  and   Exports, — ^The  total    imports  in    the    ''  commercio  Imports  and 
speciale,"  or  home  trade  (exclusive  therefore  of  transit),  as  given  by  exports, 
the  Custom-house  returns,  increased   from  14,955,53l£  in   1884  to 
16,940,388/.  in  1885. 

The  chief  increase  has  been  in  colonials,  raw  cotton,  hides,  cereals, 
and  coal.  The  import  of  ships  has  greatly  decreased,  as  is  but  natural 
durmg  the  present  depression  of  freights.  Other  articles  of  import 
were  of  about  the  usual  amount.  The  total  exports  as  given  by  the 
same  returns  decreased  from  3,979,248/.  in  1884  to  3,382,324/.,  the 
falling-off  being  pretty  generally  spread  over  all  articles  except  silk,  of 
which  there  was  an  increased  export. 

As  I  have  observed,  however,  in  previous  reports  the  oflBcial 
statistics  procurable  here  are  very  incomplete,  and  not  always  to  be 
relied  upon  even  as  far  as  they  go.  The  subjoined  details  concerning 
the  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  on  the  other  hand  have 
either  been  obtained  from  or  verified  by  merchants  and  brokers  specially 
acquainted  with  each  article,  and  the  information,  such  as  it  is,  is  there- 
fore trustworthy. 

I  take  the  articles  in  the  order  in  which  they  come  in  the  Italian 
Custom-house  returns,  which  divide  all  articles  of  import  and  export 
into  IB  categories. 

Wine^  OiU,  Sfc, — The  export  of  wine,  according  to  the  Custom-house  Wine.  Oils, 
returns,  has  somewhat  decreased  in  1885  as  compared  to  the  previous 
year,  the  crop  in  large  tracts  of  the  Monferrato  district  having  totaDy 
failed.  Other  parts  of  the  same  district^  however,  produced  abundantly, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  export  by  way  of  Mont  Cenis  to 
France  more  than  compensated  for  the  diminished  export  by  way  of 
Genoa. 

The  ex|)ort  of  olive  oil  decreased  considerably,  the  crop  in  this 
district  having  been  a  bad  one.  The  imports  of  inferior  olive  oils  from 
Tunis,  &C.,  for  mixing  and  re-export,  on  the  other  hand,  were  consider- 
able. The  crop  of  1886-86  is  in  general  plentiful  and  excellent  on  this 
coast. 

The  import  of  alcohol  in  1885  was  considerably  greater  than  in  1884, 
but  in  that  year  the  import  had  been  unusually  small.  American 
alcohol  is  now  being  largely  imported  into  Genoa. 

The  import  of  American  petroleum  has  increased    from  21,000 

barrels  and  668,000  cases  in  1884  to  21,000  barrels  and  1,000,000  cases 

in  1886.     The  import  of  Caucasus  petroleum  has  also  largely  increased, 

having  been  in  1884  of  4,200  barrels  and  20,400  cases,  whereas  in  188^ 
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it  amounted  to  31,600  barrels  and  111,800  cases :  the  stock  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  however,  being  large  and  heavy  on  hand. 

The  import  of  sugar  increased  from  about  70,000  tons  in  1884  to 
nearly  100,000  in  1885.  These  sugars  were,  as  usual,  almost  entirely 
low-class  sugars  for  the  local  refineries,  of  which  the  production  is  very 
large  and  increasing.  There  was  an  import  of  93,770  baa;s,  equal  to 
about  184,800  cwt.,  from  England,  chiefly  of  "  unstowed  '*^  and  other 
sugars  of  cheap  descriptions,  a  good  deal  of  which  is  consumed  by  thd 
caf^s  and  smaller  eating-houses  outside  the  large  towns.  This  large 
import  from  England  is  due,  however,  to  accidental  causes,  and  chiefly 
to  the  increase  of  duty  on  sugar,  coffee,  and  spirits,  which,  after  being 
threatened  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  was  put  in  force  in  September, 
giving  rise  to  large  imports  in  these  articles,  which  were  hurriedly 
bought  up  wherever  they  could  be  quickly  got  into  Italy. 

Bussian  sugars,  assisted  as  they  are  by  a  heavy  export  premiumi 
are  finding  their  way  into  this  market,  several  cargbes  have  been  taken 
by  the  local  refineries,  and  are  said  to  contain  much  saccharine  matter. 
The  great  increase  in  the  import  of  coffee  Is  due  aolely  to  the  antici- 
pation of  raised  duties,  and  not  to  increased  consumption.  The 
qualities  consumed  are  chiefly  Puerto  Bico,  Santos,  and  other  compara- 
tively cheap  coffees.     Ceylon  coffee  is  too  dear  to  find  favour  here. 

The  import  of  chemicals  by  sea  has  fallen  off,  and  trade  in  these 
articles  tends  every  year  more  to  travel  by  way  of  land,  and  business  in 
them  is  rapidly  leaving  GTenoa,  and  shifting  to  the  towns  In  the  interior, 
especially  Milan. 

The  export  of  soap,  which  is  lal*gely  made  ftt  Sattipierdarena,  h&s 
declined.  The  trade  was  chiefiy  with  South  America,  ana  the  unsettled 
state  of  politics  there  has  temporarily,  if  not  t)ermanently,  injured  this 
industry. 

The  business  of  the  country  in  these  important  articles  is  not  done 
through  this  port,  but  I  may  note  that  establishments  for  making  jute 
bags,  and  other  coarse  articles  of  jute,  have  been  lately  set  up  on  this 
coast,  besides  the  large  works  which  Were  opened  a  few  years  ago  at 
Lucca.  The  use  of  jute  in  furniture,  hangings,  &c.,  is  rapidly  extend- 
ing, and  the  import  of  the  raw  material  is  likely  to  increase. 

The  import  of  raw  cotton  has  been  larger  than  in  any  previous  year, 
having  amounted  to  248,553  bales.  The  import  from  India  has,  how- 
ever, diminished,  having  been  of  102,322  bales  against  127,828  bales  in 
1884,  and  150,919  bales  in  1883.  The  imports  of  American  cotton, 
which  were^  only  of  62,653  bales  in  1884,  increased  to  99,308  bales  in 
1886.  This  is  probably,  however,  tnerely  owing  to  higher  prices  iu 
India,  consequent  upon  the  partial  failure  of  the  crop,  and  does  not 
point  to  a  permanent  decrease  in  the  import  of  Indian  cotton. 

The  import  of  yarns  by  sea  was  for  a  value  of  138,0001.,  as  against 
154,000^.  in  1884 ;  it  is,  however,  impossible  to  found  any  argument 
upon  this  fact,  as  yams  ftfe  now  imported  more  largely  by  land  than  by 
sea.  The  home  make  of  yarns  was  very  large  and  in  excess  of  con- 
sumption. 

The  impoi*t  of  manufactures  of  Cotton  by  deA  was  also  less  than  in 
1884 ;  but  in  this  article  also  the  imports  by  land  are  now  greater  than 
those  by  sea,  and  no  statistics  are  procurable  at  the  Oustom-^house ;  it 
is,  however,  unfortunately  certain,  as  far  as  our  trade  is  concerned,  that 
both  as  regards  yams  and  manufactured  goods  we  have  lost  our  hold 
on  the  markets  of  Northern  Italy,  native  industry  succeeding  in  exclud- 
ing all  fi)reign  competition  in  the  coarser  qualities,  and  gradually 
improving  their  make  of  the  higher  numbet^  of  yams  And  finer  qualities 
of  goods. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OEKOA.  281 

The  itnport  of  irdw  wool  was  less  than  in  1884,  the  Taltie  eDtel*ecl  Wool, 
for  home  coDBtiroption  having  been  538,000/.,  as  against  565,000/*, 
whereas  the  value  of  manufactures  of  wool  imported  by  way  of  sea  has 
somewhat  increased. 

The  export  on  the  other  hand  of  woollen  goods,  which  in  1884  had 
increased*,  especially  to  South  America,  has  again  fallen  off. 

Our  German  rivals  continue  successfully  to  place  their  cheap 
imitations  of  our  make  on  this  market.  I  have  oeen  shown  their 
**  tailorings,"  made  in  all  respects  similar  to  ours ;  imitations  not  only 
of  the  manufacture,  but  of  the  make  up  of  our  goods,  woven  to  our 
measure,  with  our  bordering,  and  even  packed  in  our  paper,  and  in 
some  goods,  such  as  •*  Italian  cloth,"  the  difference  in  cost  is  so  great 
that  we  have  lost  the  market  altogether.  In  general  the  wear  of  the 
goods  is  inferior  to  ours,  but  of  late  there  has  been  a  notable  im- 
provement in  this  resp(N;t,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  every  year  the  German 
rivalry  is  becoming  more  serious.  I  am  not  competent  to  enter  fully 
into  (^uses  and  remedies.  I  can  only  call  attention  to  the  facts,  and 
suggest  greater  activity  and  personal  investigation  on  the  part  of  our 
producers :  especially  inquiry  on  the  spot,  and  the  cultivation  of  more 
Ultimate  relations  between  them  and  those  they  deal  with.  I  see  that 
our  German  rivals  do  not  content  themselves  with  formal  business 
correspondence  with  their  clients,  but  know  their  market  and  their 
customers  personally,  and  study  their  taste  and  seek  to  adapt  themselves 
to  it:  whereas  I  am  often  told  that  we  seem  to  make  just  what  best 
suits  ourselves,  and  expect  the  ^  foreigners  "  to  adapt  their  tastes 
accordingly.  This  might  do  when  we  held  almost  a  monopoly  of  capital 
and  of  undertakings  on  a  grand  scale,  but  is  no  longer  suitable  now 
that  in  all  countries  there  are  great  establishments  competiug  not 
only  for  home,  but  also  for  foreign  trade. 

The  silk  business  is  done  almost  entirely  by  land  and  not  by  sea,  and  Silk, 
therefore  does  not  pass  through  this  port,  but  it  may  be  worth  noting 
that  the  exports,  chiefly  to  Greece  and  the  Levant  ports,  have  again 
increased. 

There  is  a  very  large  decrease  in  the  imports  under  this  category, 
and  an  increase  in  the  exports,  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  ships  are 
classed  under  this  heading,  and  that  in  1885  the  import  of  these  ceased, 
as  is  natural)  owing  to  the  present  depressed  condition  of  shipping; 
and  with  regard  to  the  exports,  that  the  **  Stirling  Castle,"  valued  at 
170,000/.,  figures  as  an  export,  having  been  temporarily  transferred 
under  the  English  flag.  ' 

The  export  of  paper,  which  was  once  an  important  manufacture  in  Paper  and 
this  district,  and  was  largely  exported  to  South  America,  is  steadily  books, 
decreasing,  as  the  Voltri  makers  show  little  enterprise,  and  aro  being 
cut  out  by  the  larger  firms  in  the  interior,  and  suffer  as  well  from 
foreign  competition. 

The  import  of  hides  has  been  large  in  1885 ;  both  South  Americ&n  Hides  and 
hides,  and  hides  and  skins  from  India,  Ac,  have  been  in  good  demand,  leather. 
The  low  rate  of  freights  encouraged  imports,  and  the  local  tanneries 
have  been  doing  a  large  business  ;  added  to  which  there  has  been 
greftt  increase  in  the  transit  of  hides  for  Switzerland  and    South 
Germany 

The  import  of  pig  iron  from  England  has  decreased,  whereas  that  Metals, 
of  broken  and  old  iron  for  the  use  of  the  local  foundries  has  increased. 
The  import  of  rails  has  remained  about  stationary ;  that  of  wrought 
iron  haa  slightly  decreased,  as  also  that  of  copper  and  all  other  metals 
except  tin  plates,  the  import  of  which  has  increased,  and  is  about  the 
only  article  in  which  we  still  hold  a  supremacy.    It  is  a  sad  fact  that 

V  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


282  ITALY. 

the  Germans  ure  steadily  supplanting  us  in  a  yerj  great  number  of 
articles  in  which  we  formerly  had  the  complete  command  of  the  market. 
In  galvanised  wire  rope,  wire  fencing,  telegraph  wire,  as  well  as  in 
copper  and  yellow  metal  sheeting,  and  now  also  in  corrugated  iron  for 
roonng,  sheet  iron,  and  certain  qualities  of  bar  iron,  the  Germans 
are  of^ring  goods  at  prices  which  completely  undersell  us,  and  they 
take  great  trouble  to  suit  the  taste  of  buyer?,  and  to  comply  exactly 
with  their  requirements.  In  copper  sheeting,  for  instance,  I  am  told 
that  in  our  trade  the  thinner  qualities  are  charged  at  considerably 
higher  rates,  whereas  the  Germans  are  content  with  the  same  price  for 
the  thin  sheets  os  for  the  thick,  and  in  iron  sheets  they  will  work  to 
half  a  millimetre  of  thickness,  while  we  go  by  sixteenths  of  an  inch, 
and  think  we  do  wonders  if  we  specify  to  half  a  sixteenth.  In  all 
ways  the  Germans  take  far  more  trouble  than  we  do  to  acquire  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  this  market,  and  to  adapt  themselves  to  satisfy 
its  wants ;  whereas,  as  I  am  constantly  told,  our  manufacturers  seem 
to  think  that  it  is  their  province  to  make  just  such  goods  as  happen 
to  suit  their  machinery,  and  that  their  customers  ought  to  be  content 
to  buy  without  further  discussion.  As  I  before  said  a  Consul  cannot 
usefully  venture  an  opinion  on  causes  and  remedies;  but  it  is  his  busi- 
ness to  call  attention  to  facts,  and  encourage  our  trade  to  rectify 
matters  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  It  surely  ought  not  to  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Germans  to  undersell  us  here  in  G^noa  in  iron  as  they 
do  at  present.  I  have  been  shown  by  one  of  the  principal  ironfounders 
here,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  man  who  certainly  would  always  prefer  dealing 
with  our  people  if  he  could  do  so  profitably,  Lowmoor  plates  of  our 
own  make  alongside  of  the  German  imitation,  the  latter  costing  less 
than  half  the  price  of  the  former,  when  both  are  delivered  duty  paid  in 
his  establishment ;  and  he  tells  me  that  though  the  German  has  not  the 
finish  or  '*  face  "  of  our  plate,  it  is  really  good  material,  and  works  up 
for  all  his  purposes  as  well.  Again,  the  German  imitation  of  ^'  best 
best  '*  at  the  same  cost  as  the  English  is,  I  am  told,  far  superior  to  our 
make,  and  will  stand  tests  under  which  ours  fail. 

In  steel,  however,  we  as  yet  hold  our  own ;  and  in  this  neighbour- 
hood at  least  both  plates  and  steel  in  other  forms  are  of  English  make. 
Bar  iron    also    still    comes  chiefly  from  England:  though  some 
qualities  are  being  imported  from   Germany,  and  round  bars  from 
^Belgium. 

Germany  also  provides  large  quantities  of  T  iron  for  bridge  work , 
building,  &c. 

In  hardware,  Birmingham  goods  and  tools,  the  Germans  are  also 
pushing  us  hard,  and  in  some  articles  get  the  better  of  us.  Their 
spanners,  for  instance,  are  quite  beautiful  pieces  of  work,  both  for 
finish  and  strength.  Their  nuts  also  look  well  and  sell  largely,  though 
I  am  told  they  are  not  really  as  good  as  ours.  Files  still  come 
from  Sheffield,  the  German  files  being  far  coarser  and  inferior. 
Brass  tubes,  &c.,  come  from  Birmingham,  and  cocks  from  London, 
German  work  being  inferior ;  but  in  some  other  articles  connected  with 
boiler  work  they  have  completely  ousted  us.  As,  for  instance,  boiler- 
ends,  pressed  by  hydraulic  force,  are  delivered  here  all  set  up  and  made 
exactly  to  order,  at  such  favourable  prices  that  these  are  no  longer 
made  in  the  workshops  here  or  imported  from  England,  but  ordered  at 
the  Bhenish  works  as  wanted. 

In  articles  of  tinned  ware  for  household  use  our  Birmingham  make 
has  always  been  found  too  heavy,  and  the  shapes  have  not  pleased. 
The  import  of  these  used  to  be  chiefly  from  France,  but  now  the 
United  States  have  come  on  with  a  rush,  and  the  import  of  this  class 
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of  goods  and  of  small  castings  for  yarioas  household  and  o£See  pur- 
poses, and  of  watches  and  clocks,  &c.,  from  the  United  States,  is  very 
large  and  rapidly  increasing. 

The  import  of  British  coal  has  again  enormously  increased,  haying  Coal« 
reached  in  1885  the  yery  large  amount  of  1,0^,570  tons,  as  against 
824,000  tons  in  1884,  and  830,000  tons  in  1883.    Of  the  aboye  total 
in  1885,  423,360  tons  were  from  Newcastle,  521,990  tons  were  from 
Cardiff,  the  rest  being  Scotch  coal  and  North  English  coal  shipped  from 
Liyerpool.    It  is  therefore  clear  that  at  present,  at  any  rate,  the  com- 
petition of  German  coal  has  not  made  itself  felt,  but  it  remains  to  be 
seen  what  the  result  vrill  be  when  the  present  great  depression  of 
freights  shall  haye  passed  away.    Prices  of  English  coal  haye  ayeraged 
as  follows  during  the  year : — Newcastle  steam  coals,  screened,  17#.  Zd, ; 
Newcastle  gas  coals,  unscreened,  15^.  G  J. ;  Cardiff,  best  screened  steam, 
20s, ;  Cardiff,  seconds,  1  Ss.  6d, ;  Cardiff,  small  coal,  15<r.,  free  on  board  in 
Genoa.    Freights  averaged  on  the  whole  year  Ss.  9d.  per  ton  from 
Newcastle,  and  9*.  7d,  from  Cardiff,  having  been  somewhat  higher  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  than  at  the  end,  but  very  low  throughout. 
The  bounty  of  one  lira  per  ton  payable  to  Italian  vessels  bringing  coal  B^^u^y  ^^ 
from  Eugland  under  the  new  law,  passed  to  assist  the  Italian  Mercantile  it^iUQ 
Marine,  has  begun  to  be  paid  witbm  the  last  few  days,  and  the  result  juk]b, 
must  be  to  lower  freights  somewhat  further,  but  it  will  probably  not 
have  any  serious  influence  on  their  course. 

The  import  of  wheat  and  of  maize  in  1885  was  very  large  as  com-  Coni,&o. 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  whereas  that  of  rice  was  very  small. 
The  import  of  Kangoon  rice  fell  off  imnienaely  in  consequence  of  the 
better  home  crop,  the  import  of  1885  having  only  amounted  to  20,000 
tons,  as  against  60,000  tons  in  the  previous  year.  It  must,  however,  be 
observed  that  at  the  commencement  of  1885  there  was  still  a  con- 
siderable stock  on  hand  of  the  previous  year's  importation.  Very  few 
cargoes  have  been  negotiated  in  this  current  year. 

The  re-export  of  Eangoon  rice,  ''brilknt^"  here,  and  of  Italian  Bice, 
rice  taken  together  was  of  about  the  usual  amount  notwithstanding 
the  diminished  import;  the  export,  therefore,  of  bon&  fide  Itab'an  rice 
may  be  taken  to  have  been  greater. 

The  import  of  oil  seeds  continues  steadily  on  the  increase ;  the  Seeds, 
import  in  1885  having  amounted  to  39,120  tons  against  35,660  torn 
in  1884.    The  crushing  mills  in  Genoa,  as  well  as  in  Turin  and  Milan, 
are  doing  a  large  and  increasing  business. 

The  import  of  codfish  of  English  cure  in  1885  amounted  to  Fish. 
129,134  cwt.  against  109,658  cwt.  in  1884— the  import  of  French 
cured  fish  having  been  of  18,775  bales  in  1885  against  22,274  bales  in 
1884 —but  a  great  deal  of  French  cured  fish  has  been  imported  by 
land  this  year,  the  quantity  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  It  is 
a  fact  much  to  be  regretted  that  year  by  year  French  cured  fish  are 
supplanting  ours  in  the  market,  and  meet  with  ready  sale  at  high 
pnces,  whi&t  ours  remain  unsaleable  at  almost  any  price.  If  our  trade 
18  not  to  be  entirely  driven  out  of  the  market,  it  behoves  our  producers  to 
listen  to  the  warnings  which  they  receive  year  after  year,  and  to  strive 
to  adapt  the  goods  they  send  here  to  consumers'  tastes.  The^  may 
rest  assured  that,  with  such  keen  competitors  as  the  French,  it  will 
not  do  to  be  careless,  and  to  continue  to  send  to  this  market  fish  that, 
both  in  point  of  cure  and  assortment,  will  not  bear  comparison  with  ' 
French  cured  fish,  more  especially  as  the  taste  for  fish  is  on  the 
decline  lather  than  on  the  increase,  and  the  use  of  it  in  Lent  is,  for 
various  reasons,  by  no  means  so  prevalent  in  this  district  as  it  was 
some  years  ago. 
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Tho  import  of  pilchards  amounted  to  9,550  hogshoads  in   1885 
against  8,(360  hogsheads  in  1881. 

'       Of  herrings  the  import  in  1885  amounted  to  29,900  barrels  in  1885 
against  26,600  barrels  in  1884. 

Nothing  worth  noting  in.  the  category  of  "  Sundries.'* 
InduBtries.  Shipbuilding,  once  the  principal  industry  of  this  coast,  is  still  at  a 

complete  8tan£till,  and  no  move  has  yet  been  made  to  profit  by  the 
bounties  on  shipbuilding  offered  by  the  law  recently  passed  iu  favour 
of  the  Italian  Mercantile  Marine!  The  building  yards  of  Messrs. 
Cravero  of  Grenoa,  Odero  of  Sestri,  and  "Wilson  and  Maclaren  of 
Rivarolo  have,  however,  been  occupied  rather  actively  in  consequence 
of  Government  orders  for  torpedo  boats  and  machinery  for  launchest 
pinnaces,  &c. 

The  year  has  been  a  very  bad  one  for  the  cotton  mills ;  the  pro* 
duction  na«  been  fur  in  excess  of  consumption  ;  and,  though  there  have 
been  no  failures  or  even  suspension  of  work,  money  must  have  been 
lost  on  a  large  scale,  and  prospects  look  even  less  bright  for  the  future. 
The  crushing  mills  have  been  working  actively,  and  have  given  rise 
to  increased  import'of  oil  seeds  from  India,  <&o. 
The  tanneries  have  also  been  doing  well. 

The  vermicelli  makers  complain  of  a  slack  market,  but  with  wheat 
at  present  at  unprecedentedly  low  prices,  they  have  not  abated  their 
demands',  and  are  probably  doing  good,  if  not  large,  business. 
.5  The  iron   foundries  and   mechanical  workshops  have  been  active 

'  ' '  throup;hout  the  year,  though  it  is  said  that  stock  has  accumulated  on 
their  bands.  Messrs.  Odero,  of  Sestri,  are  continually  improving  their 
jfisJie  of  spinning  and  weaving  machinery,  and  their  produce  now  com- 
petes favourably  price  for  price  with  any  that  is  imported. 

Thpse  foundries  which  include  also  building  yards  have,  as  I  said 
O^Ijovq,  been  working  chiefly  on  commissions  for  Government. 

In  general  the  smaller  industries  of  this  coast  and  neighbourhood 

hftye  escaped  the  depression  of  trade  so  generally  complained  of,  being 

^^aefit^d  by  the  undoubtedly  increased  volume,  if  not  value  or  profit, 

k  t^rftdq  in  (3«poa, 

rnbhc  workit       The  harbour  works  have  progressed  steadily  throughout  the  year, 

of  their  contract.    The  outer  mole  is 

its  whole  length,  but  there  is  still  a 

9  end  which  is  not  yet  above  water,  and 

eful  on  entering  the  harbour  to  give  the 

•T  eep  well  to  the  northward.    I^he  inner 

0  moat  of  the  quays  inside  the  harbour. 
.  They  are  not  as  yet,  however,  fitted 
cies  for  discharging  cargo,  and  the  old 
iters  is  still  in  full  force.    The  branch 

r^ped  to  lighten  the  traffic  on  the  Turin 
will  probably  be  open  in  two  years, 
v^a  \o  Alexandria,  and  from  Genoa  by 
|j«  have  not  been  commenced,  and  it  is 
iji  will  ^e  delayed  by  the  tendency  to  cut 
iMiq  wprksi  not  absolutely  indispensable, 
t^lf  in  the  Italian  Parliament  m  conae- 
ihe  iff ation^  Budget. 
PopnlaUoiw  >w];i  within  thp  walls  continues  almost 

iperity  of  tbp  port,  as  the  heavy  octroi 
:  to  Jye  putsfde  the  town  and  fer  from 
i  of  ar^sidenJb  ii^habitants,  as  given  by 
dlst  of  December  last,  was  179,4td8. 
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Emigration  hm  ftgfaia  ffr^tly  increised,  tbo  numbers  embarked  at 
this  port  alooe  in  1885  being  71,110,  aa  increase  of  upwards  of  21,000 
On  tbe  already  large  figure  of  the  previous  year.  The  destination  of 
the  emigrants  continues  to  be  almost  entirely  for  the  Eiver  Plate, 
where  they  have  the  advantage  of  finding  friends  and  relations 
already  established,  and,  by  their  means,  find  ready  employment. 

Little  BMd  be  said  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  this  district  being  AgrieaUoft, 
essentially  a  trading,  not  an  agricultural  or  even  a  manufaoturing, 
district.  Tbe  wine  erop  of  1885  was  a  fair  one  on  t^he  coast,  and 
with  some  curious  exceptions,  where  tbe  fruit  totally  ffiiled  over  a 
limited  area,  it  was  an  exceptionally  good  one  in  the  Honferrato 
district.  Tbe  oil  crop  was  above  the  average  in  quantity  and  excellent 
in  quality;  it  would  have  been  an  exceptionally  larjEte  crop  but  for  a 
few  violent  storms  of  wind,  following  on  a  frost,  which  baa  nipped  the 
fruit  and  rendered  it  weak  on  tbe  tree. 

Italian  rente  stood  as  high  as  98  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  ^o^^7 
and  remained  steady  at  this  rate  till  March,  when  the  apprehension  of  °**'^*** 
an  Anglo-Eussian  war  began  to  weaken  prices.  The  fall  continued  all 
through  April,  and  assumed  the  proportions  of  a  complete  panic  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  when  rente  oeclined  to  90,  and  all  settlements  had 
to  be  deferred  for  a  week.  Never  before,  not  even  in  the  crisis  of 
1866,  has  such  a  complete  upset  of  business  been  known  on  the  Genoa 
Bourse  as  took  place  last  spring,  and  had  it  not  been  for  a  rapid  rally 
in  prices  in  the  first  days  of  May,  consequent  on  the  pacific  solution 
of  the  Eastern  question,  the  consequeqces  must  h^ve  been  very 
serious  to  the  trading  community  in  general.  As  it  was  the  mischief 
was  limited  to  the  failure  of  a  few  nrms  exclusively  connected  with 
stock  dealing,  whose  engagements  mainly  affected  the  local  banks  and 
private  ban^g  houses  well  able  to  bear  the  loss.  In  the  course  of 
the  summer  and  autumn  ■*  rente "  fully  recovered  its  former  level, 
and  the  closing  price  of  1886  was  over  98. 

Money  has  been  on  tbe  whole  dearer  in  1885  than  in  tbe  jcaf 
before.  The  bank  rate  was  never  below  5  per  pent.,  and  it  was  raised 
to  6  per  cent,  for  a  little  over  a  mpnth  in  the  spring,  when  the  war 
scare  had  caiued  a  pressure  for  accommodation.  In  the  latter  nart 
of  the  year  the  market  was  easier,  and  money  could  be  obtainea  at 
from  1  per  cent,  to  ^  per  cent*  below  tbe  bank  rate.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  borne  in  miud  that  the  quantity  of  commercial  paper  now 
circulating  in  this  country  is  very  large,  the  National  Bank  alone 
holding  between  16,000,0001.  and  17,000,000/.  sterling  at  the  end  of 
December,  which  is  an  increase  of  over  5,000,000/,  sterling  tor  the 
year,  so  that  in  the  event  of  any  political  complication  producing  a 
want  of  confidence,  the  rates  of  discount  would  po  doubt  at  once 
rise  sharply. 

No  official  price  for  gold  baa  been  quoted  in  )885,  but  it  bos 
been  scarce  throughout  the  year,  ^nd  a  premium  from  ^  per  cent,  to 
^  per  cent,  had  always  to  be  paid  fpr  obtaining  ^^  Napoleons  '*  in  anj 
considerable  quantify.  The  banks  of  issue  continue  to  cfish  their 
notes  exclusively  in  silver,  and  pnly  for  a  limited  %me  d^ily,  sq  as  to 
protect  themselves  as  far  as  possible  from  ^  drain  pf  the  metal,  which 
is  almost  always  in  request  as  the  cheapest  form  of  remittance  to 
France.  It  musb  in  faci!  be  admitted  that,  althougb  currency  here 
stands  nominally  on  a  specie  basis,  it  is  still,  owing  to  the  ^QMPcit^  of 
the  precious  metals,  practically  inconvertible ;  and  if  from  any  cause 
the  credit  of  the  country  were  to  be  shaken  sq  ai|  tp  diacoui^ge 
foreign  holdings  of  route  and  bills,  tbe  demand  for  expbsQg^  would  pe 
such  as  to  materially  depreciate  the  value  of  the  Italian  li^a. 
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During  the  last  tweWemonth  the  vanatioos  in  the  rates  of  foreiga 
exchanges  have  been  of  no  p;reat  importance.  Sight  bills  on  London 
have  ranged  from  25-25  to  25*60,  and  on  Paris  from  100-25  to  10O-85, 

VlOK-COKSTTLATIS. 

Spezia.  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Greenham. reports  that  the  British  vessels  arrived 

in  1885  numbered  80,  tonnage  25,176,  as  against  an  average  of  18, 
tonnage  15,587,  in  the  five  previous  years.  As  usual  the  vessels  all  arrived 
from  England  direct,  chiefly  with  coal,  and  cleared  for  other  Italian  or 
Mediterranean  ports  seeking  freights;  only  four,  tonnage  4,132, 
returning  to  England  in  ballast.  The  imports  from  England  were,  as 
usual,  almost  entirely  of  coal,  machinery,  and  other  supplies  for  the 
arsenal. 

Mr.  Oreenham  reports  that  the  crops  in  his  district  were  good,  and 
that  the  population  of  the  town  of  Spezia  continues  to  increase,  chiefly, 
however,  owing  to  the  employment  given  by  Government  in  connection 
with  the  arsenal,  and  not  owing  to  any  extension  of  local  trade.  The 
Pertiisola  smelting  works  continue  to  increase  their  production,  and  are 
now  bringing  lead  ore  from  Spain  as  well  as  from  Sardinia.  The  Spezia- 
Parma  railway  is  progressing  very  slowly,  and  will  not,  Mr.  Greenham 
thinks,  be  completed  before  1890. 

Savona.  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Ponzono  reports  that  the  British  vessels  which 

arrived  at  Savona  in  1885  numbered  267,  tonnage  255,914,  against  an 
average  of  209,  tonnage  180,000,  in  the  five  previous  years.  The  trade 
has,  as  usual,  consisted  chiefly  m  the  import  of  coal  from  England,  which 
amounted  in  1885  to  332,262  tons,  of  which  823,435  were  in  English 
vessels.  The  remaining  import  trade,  amounting  in  all  to  132,000  tons, 
consisted  chiefly  of  wheat  from  the  Black  Sea,  and  old  iron,  rails,  &o.f 
from  S^ain  for  the  local  iron  foundries.  This  trade  also  was  almost 
entirely  under  the  English  flag.  The  export  trade  was,  as  usual,  limited 
to  small  shipments  of  chestnut  hoops  and  staves  to  Mediterranean 
ports;  almost  all  vessels  having  to  clear  from  Savona  in  ballast. 

The  new  dock  is  now  complete,  with  the  exception  of  the  railway 
round  the  quays,  which  at  present  only  extends  to  the  eastern  side. 
An  important  addition  to  the  facilities  for  discharging  has  been  made 
by  a  private  company,  which  has  established  hydraulic  cranes  on  the  quay. 
The  order  for  these  was  given  to  Messrs.  Tannett,  Walker,  and  Co.,  of 
Leeds,  and  four  cranes  are  already  put  up  and  in  working  order,  and 
four  more  are  to  be  added  in  the  current  year.  If  the  result  of  the 
experiment  is  satisfactory  the  companv  intend  erecting  11  more, 
including  a  powerful  one  for  exceptionally  heavv  weights.  In  facility 
for  discharging  cargo  Savona  is  at  present  ahead  of  G^noa. 

San  Remo.  ^^'  Yice-Consul  Congreve  reports  that  no  English  vessel  visited 

San  Bemo  during  the  year.  He  says  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  season  very  few  English  came  to  the  neighbourhood  owing  to  a  fear 
that  cholera  might  breal  out ;  but  that  in  February  and  Miux;h,  these 
fears  being  dissipated,  a  good  many  came,  and  several  bought  land  and 
built  villas,  thereby  lightening  the  distress  among  the  poorer  classes, 
which  was  very  severe  owing  to  the  bad  season  and  the  total  failure  of 
the  oUve  crop.  Mr.  Congreve  reports  that  the  waterworks  have  at 
last  been  completed  to  the  very  great  advantage  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood.  The  health  of  the  town  has  been  excellent  throughout 
the  year,  and  this  winter  there  are  a  great  many  visitors,  almost  aU  the 
villas  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  being  let  to  English  people.  The 
olive  crop  is  very  large  and  of  excellent  quality,  and  the  wine  crop  was 
also  a  good  oue. 
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Betitbk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  €^eiioa  in  the  Year  1886. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

N^ttonaUlf. 

Knmberof 
Veeeeli. 

Tone. 

Hnmber  of 
VeeeelB. 

TOM. 

Nomberof 
Veesels. 

Tom. 

Britiah       ... 
ItiOiui      ...       ... 

French      

Oerman     ». 
Othen       .„       ... 

51 

7 
123 

14,458 

378,954 

1,255 

1,804 
43,997 

912 

1,036 

540 

59 

172 

955,336 
828,118 
438,247 
51,048 
110,851 

963 

4,378 

547 

66 

295 

969,794 

1,207,072 

439,502 

52,86e 

154,848 

Toua      

„  tor  the  year 
preceding  ... 

3,530 

440,463 

8,719 

2,383,600 

6,249 
5,830 

2,824,068 
2,220.368 

CuuasD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUonaUty. 

Number  of 
Veweli. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Veesala. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

:  :  :  :  : 

56 

7 
109 

14,952 

"i;Sw 

2,380 
37,226 

916 

1.068 

538 

60 

174 

961,309 
814,993 
453,801 
52.234 
130,985 

972 

4,302 

544 

67 

283 

976,261 

1,150,643 

45^404 

54,619 

168,21,1 

Total      

,.  tor  the  year 
preceding  ... 

3,412 

391,816 

2,756 

2,413,323 

6,168 
5,750 

2.805.138 
2.219,870 

Bbtubit  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Genoa  during  the 
Tear  1885. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine    ...       ...       { 

Gallons... 
BotUes... 

1,184,612^ 
1,495,671  S 

190,729 

1,266,606) 
1,629,386) 

199,438 

OlireoU         .«       ...       

Tons     ... 

2,978 

160,789 

4,072 

203,610 

Silk,  thread,  tram,  4kc. 

Lbs.     ... 

203.720 

222,247 

176,228 

196,144 

.» 

135,819 

... 

144,344 

Paper   m.       ...       .»       

Tons    ... 

3,360 

92.360 

3,708 

111,204 

Marble,  wrought  and  not 

1*       ••• 

3,880 

57,670 

3,792 

18,411 

Bice     ., 

,,       ... 

36,930 

518,013 

37,745 

54»,532 

Coral,  worlted  and  not       ...       ^ 

Lbs.     ... 

35,580 

123,166 

30,666 

161,398 

AU  other  articles      ... 

... 

... 

1,881,731 

«. 

2,361,172 

Total       

... 

... 

3.382,324 

... 

3,979,248 

K.B.— In  these  Ubles  the  £  sterling  !•  otlcnUted  at  26  hn,  the  ton  1,000  kilos.,  the 
kilo.  2*20  lbs.,  and  the  hectolitre  22  gallons. 
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Bivumr  of  Priooipal  Artiolea  of  Impopt  to  Qanoa  iming  tbo 

Tear  1886. 


Artidei. 

1885. 

1884. 

QnaAtitf. 

Value. 

quanUty. 

Valot. 

Coffee           

6agftr ^ 

OoUoQ,  nw ^.       •» 

Wool,  raw 

„     manufaolures  of     

Hides 

Old  iron        : 

Pig    „          

OMt  „    manafMtores  of 

Wroaghtiron       „           

Gold  and  silTor  coin          

C«al 

Wheat 

Bice 

Cod  and  other  salt  fish      , 

All  other  articles 

Tons. 
9,651 

98,509 
06.682 

8;*954 

6,V08 

38,318 

16,091 

1,322 

6,437 

1,070,*624 

209,811 

17,497 

11,688 

« 

617,646 

1,576,145 

8,944,862 

875,871 

532,706 

209,916 

721,988 

104,726 

46,343 

23,888 

133,120 

297,510 

224,864 

1,113,448 

1,804,376 

122,591 

301,766 

4,788,627 

Tons. 

6,986 
70,517 
48,8^ 

8,*588 

6,T87 
£5,452 
13,306 
2,411 
8,958 

887,916 

118,695 

59,998 

10,312 

••♦ 

471,647 
1,65«,18» 

2,611,814 

419,646 

588,814 

168,868 

666,408 

91,708 

42,578 

81,858 

184,486 

817;287 

2,290 

991,466 

1,091,995 

719,780 

268,104 

4.784,588 

To^l     

•M 

1^940,887 

••» 

14,955,581 

Oenoa,  March  80, 1886. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LEaHORN' 

MepoH  by  Qmsul  Inglis  on  the  Trade  and  Oommerce  ^  Leghorn  for 
the  Tear  1885. 

Thb  groBi  movement  of  trade  at  the  port  of  Leghorn  during  the  imports  and 
jeftf  ended  December  31,   188lf,  the  latest  date  for  which  general  exports 
official  statistics  are  available,   represented  a  value   of  4,110,427Z.,  go'^erally. 
which,  compared  with  the  returns  for  the  previous  year,  shows  a  falling 
off  of  680,056/. 

The  general  trade  in  imports  and  exports  was— 

£ 

In  1888 6,400,088 

1884 ,         ..     4,919,027 

Decrease  in  1884         580,056 

The  imports  of  goods  of  foreign  origin  entered  for  consumption  in 
1884  represented  a  value  of  2,617,888/.,  while  that  of  national  or 
nationalised  goods  entered  outwards  amounted  to  1,974,267/. :  a  com- 
parison of  these  figures  with  those  for  1883  shows  a  falling-off  of  FalUng-off. 
45,491/.  on  imports,  and  506,724/.  on  exports. 

Imports  in  1 888 2,603,679 

„       1884 2,617,888 

Deerea8ein1884  45,691 

Xxporto  in  1888 2,481,891 

,         1884 1,974,267 

DeerMMeinl884 507.124 

This  marked  falling-off  in  exports  is  attributed  partly  to  the  diffi-  ^      ^^ 
culties  placed  in  the  way  of  commercial  intercourse  by  Quarantine  fioiing-off. 
regulations,   and  partly  to  the  unfavourable  conditions  wnich  bare 
affeeted  trade  generally. 

The  customs  reyanue  at  tbe  port  of  Leghorn  from  imports  during  (Vjgtoms 
the  year  1884  amounted  to  291,000/.,  being  a  decrease  of  28,970/.  on  revenne. 
the  amount  levied  during  tbe  preceding  year. 

On  exports  the  revenue  from  the  same  source  was  6,183/.,  abowing  Decrease 
a  decrease  of  1,100/.  on  the  previous  year. 

Tbe  following  tables  show  the  amount  and  vftlue  of  the  principal 
artieles  of  import  and  export : — 
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BsTimK  of  Principal  Artiolea  of  Import  to  Leghorn  daring  the 
Tear  1884. 


Arttdet. 


1884. 


Qnantitj. 


Value. 


1888. 


QoantUj. 


Value. 


II. 
III. 
IV. 

V. 

VI. 
VII. 

viir. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 


Spirltf,  berenges,  oUa,  bottles 


Colonials,  drugs,  tobacco 
CbemicalB,  medidnet,  and  perfiunerj 
Colours,  dyeing  and  tanning  materials 
Heaip,  flax.  Jute,  and  otber  vegeuble 

fibres,  excepting  cotton         

Cotton       

Wool,  horsehair,  hair 

Silk 

Wood  and  straw  goods 

Paper  and  books 

Hides  and  skins 

Minerals,  metals,  and  manufactures  of 


Stone,  earths,  earthenware,  glass  and 

crystal     

Cereals,   flour,  and  other  regetable 

products 

(battle    and    animal    produce,    not 

induded  elsewhero      

Miscellaneous     

Total   


42,140 
Tons. 
8,116 
0,592 
7,472 
4,892 

2,628 

1,421 

1,160 

8 

884 

A6 

1,997 

41,118 

186,058 

83,288 

8,189 
66 


260,935 


228,04o| 

80,458 

159,857 

16,100 

148,796 
8,150 
10,406 
69,546 

818,500 
24,488 
79,158 

64,658 

457.417 

84,158 

233,886 
16,510 


180,548 

• 

Tons. 

269,809 

11,086 

9,707 

108,662 

6,744 

277.274 

1,098 

12,670 

8,on 

191,011 

2,950 

8,870 

751 

81,878 

101 

52,886 

249 

268,158 

75 

28,288 

475 

46,884 

41,004 

184,481 

22,976 

18,592 
75 


1,938,998 


248,200 


49,474 

552,662 

87,952 

639,076 
10.530 


2.479,404 


BxTiTBH  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Leghorn  during  the 

Year  1884 


b 

1884. 

1888. 

S; 

Articles. 

I 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

I. 

1&140 
Tons. 

£ 

194,963 

« 

.  228,04oi 

Tons. 

[  289,800 

^  „     .        „          ,.    tons      «. 

5,491 

^ 

6,356 

II. 
III. 

Colonials,  drugs,  tobacco 
Chemicals,  medicines,  and  per- 

1,889 

80,600 

1,415 

108,600 

fumery       ...       ...       ...       ... 

4,086 

150,860 

6,644 

277,280 

IV. 

Colours,     dyeing    and   tanning 

materials 

1,650 

16,090 

886 

12,670 

V. 

Hemp,  flax.  Jute,  and  otber  yege- 

table  fibres,  excepting  cotton    ... 

4,157 

148,760 

5,870 

192,000 

VI. 

Cotton         

66 

8,120 

84 

3,368 

VII. 

Wool,  horsehair,  hair      ... 

47 

10,406 

146 

81,680 

VIII. 

Silk 

20-1  cwt. 

69,560 

53i 

52,836 

IX. 

Wood  and  straw  goods     

1,957 

813,500 

1,976 

268,160 

X. 

Paper  and  books    ... 

Hides  and  skins      

1,162 

24.425 

1,147 

28,290 

IX. 

697 

77,150 

416 

46,800 

xu. 

Minerals,  metals,  and  manufac- 

tures of  same 

1,775 

64,650 

1,789 

49,475 

XIU. 

and  crystal 

40,998 

457,400 

47,497 

660,660 

XIV. 

Cereals,  fiour,  and  othar  TOgt- 

table  products       

4,026 

84,516 

8,788 

89,068 

iV. 

Cattle  and  animal  produce,  not 

2.660 

277,885 

8,854 

689,066 

XVI. 

Miscellaneous        ... 

Total 

298 

16,600 

68 

10,680 

70,854 

1,986.812 

[80,778 

2.600,892 
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The  next  tables  give  tbe  general  movement  of  shipping  at  Leghorn  Shipping— 
during  the  year  1 885 :—  ««n«»l- 

EBTUBff  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Leghorn  in  the  Tear  1885. 

Emtibid. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Greet  Britain 

Italy           

ITrance        

Oermuiy    

Greece        

Austria      

other  ootmtries    ». 
United  States       ... 

87 

2,308 

8 

20 
18 
27 

8,164 

109,665 

546 

126 

6,366 

^407 

5,250 

•*. 

880 
919 
494 
45 
5 

*88 

833,697 

656,189 

256,820 

89,949 

8,880 

58,'654 

417 
8,227 

502 
46 
25 
18 

110 

841,861 

666.844 

257,366 

40,075 

9,236 

6;407 

63,804 

Total       

,,    for  preced- 
inifyear 

2,414 
2,478 

134,504 
185,568 

•  1,928 
1,707 

1,249,089 
1,115,<)14 

4,340 
4,180 

1,878,186 
1,251,887 

CUUUD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tens. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Great  Briudn 

Italy 

France       

Geraany    ». 

Greece        

Austria      ... 
Other  countHet    ... 
United  States 

81 

1 

14 
18 
21 

7,178 
98,898 
894 
126 
8.699 
5,188 
4,846 

881 
909 
484 
45 

8 

*81 

840,015 

845,208 

266,094 

89,949 

2,078 

58,'592 

412 
8,117 

499 
46 
17 
13 

102 

847,198 

644,106 

256,488 

40,075 

5,677 

6,188 

68,437 

Total       

.,    for  preoed" 
Ing  year 

2,298 
2,418 

120,228 
118,147 

1,913 
1.698 

1,241,986 
1,088,088 

4,206 
4,111 

1,862,169 
1,206,185 

The  actual  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  the  port 
during  1885,  according  to  the  registers  of  this  Consulate,  was  413, 
representing  348,152  tons  register,  with  crews  numbering  9,348  men, 
bein^  an  increase  of  28  vessels  and  13,486  tons  compared  with  the 
entnes  for  1884. 

At  Eio  Marina  (Elba)  during  1885  there  were  76  British  vessels 
of  89,174  tons  register,  and  with  crews  numbering  1,736  men.  These 
vessels  all  arrived  in  ballast  and  loaded  iron  ore ;  22  cleared  for  ports  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  53  for  America,  and  one  for  the  Italian  continent. 

At  Leghorn  during  1885,  99  British  steam  vessels  arrived  with  coal 
from  the  United  Kingdom :  24  vessels  with  codfish  from  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador  (of  these  one  was  a  steamer)  :  two  steamers  arrived  with 
rails,  two  with  iron,  two  with  tobacco,  and  35  with  wheat  from  Black  Sea 
ports  ;  three  with  sugar,  and  two  with  petroleum.  In  addition  to  these 
there  were  213  steamers  with  general  cargo  from  London,  Liverpool, 
Newcastle,  Swansea,  and  G-lasgow. 

Tbe  quantity  of  coal  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  was 
122,190  tons. 


Inctease  of 
British  ship- 
ping  at  Leg- 
honL 


Britiab    ship- 
ping at  Elba. 


Cargoes 
brought  to 
Leghorn  in 
British  veaselB. 


Coals. 
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The  importations  of  eured  fish  in  1885-86  consisted  of-^ 


Quality. 
French  care. 


Herrings. 


Pilchards. 


BosiefT. 
OermaftAild 
Italian  com- 
petition. 

HeaT^r  ddtiea. 
Shetland 
laihhsWooi 
fo6d8from 
England 
lugely  im- 
ported. 


Articles. 

Quintals 

$*             «• 
Banels 
Hogsheads    .. 

Quantity. 

Labrador  cured  codfish     . . 
Shore           „         „ 
Yarmooth  red  herrings    . , 
British  cared  pilchards    . . 

64,600 

18,500 

26,600 

1,650 

The  first  arrival  with  Labrador  fish  came  in  on  the  22nd  of  Septem- 
ber by  steamer,  and  realised  195.  per  quintal  for  cost  freight  and 
insurance,  but  as  the  season  advanced  prices  gradually  receded  to  I2f. 
and  ISs.  The  demand,  soon  after  Christmas,  slackened  considerably, 
and  the  quality  of  the  fish  in  store  beiog  very  indifierent,  holders 
became  auiious  to  sell,  and  some  of  the  later  cargoes  only  fetched  9^., 
which  leaves  a  considerable  loss  to  the  shippers)  who  will  again  have  to 
record  a  disastrous  season. 

The  stock  in  store  is  still  about  12,000  quintals.  I  regret  again  to 
have  to  confirm  what  I  said  in  my  last  report,  viz.,  that  with  only  a  few 
exceptions  the  quality  has  been  very  unsatisfactory,  the  fish  being 
unusually  small  and  thin.  In  fact,  in  many  parts  of  Tuscany  French 
cured  codfish  is  now  consumed,  although  much  dearer  than  English,  and 
unless  these  defects  are  remedied,  importers  here  are  of  opinion  that 
the  French  will  soon  monopolise  the  trade.  As  it  is,  at  least  25,000 
quintals  of  this  cure  have  found  a  ready  sale  this  season  in  our  markets 
at  an  average  price  of  16«<  per  quintal,  the  shipper  taking  the  bounty  of 
16fr*per  100  kilos.  Shore  fish  has  been  less  than  usual,  and  onlv  of 
fair  quality.  Prices  have  ruled  from  17*.  6d,  to  19**  per  quintal  for 
freight  cost  and  insurance. 

RerringSy  generally  speaking,  have  been  of  good  quality,  but  some- 
how or  other  have  hung  fire  during  the  season,  and  at  one  time  were 
a  drug  in  the  market.  The  late  frosts,  which  have  burnt  up  most 
vegetables,  have  given  them  a  fresh  start,  and  the  market  is  now  nearly 
bare  of  this  cure.  Prices  to  the  curer,  net  of  every  charge,  includ- 
ing freight,  may  be  put  down  at  from  18».  to  125.  per  barrel. 

Pilchards^  which  for  several  years  past  had  been  neglected,  have 
again  been  imported  to  the  extent  of  over  1,600  hogsheads.    The  im- 

S roved  quality  has  had  its  efiect.  Prices  to  the  curer  ruled  from  70«. 
own  to  40*.  per  hogshead  for  cost,  freight,  and  insurance. 

The  demand  for  fish  throughout  Italy  seems  to  have  fallen  off,  but 
from  what  cauQg  it  is  difficult  to  say. 

Hosiery, — We  have  to  bear  considerable  competition  in  this  line, 
not  only  from  Germany,  but  also  from  producers  in  this  country,  pur- 
chasers here  taking  largely  from  the  manufactories  of  Biella,  Genoa, 
and  Ferrara. 

The  duty  on  this  class  of  goods  is  very  heavy,  especially  on  woollen 
hosiery,  amounting  to  2  fr.  per  kilo,  and  10  per  cent,  in  addition.  If  a 
Woollen  article  is  either  sewed  with  silk  or  has  a  silk  binding  the  duty 
is  doubled.  Notwithstanding  these  imposts,  however,  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  woollen  hosiery  imported  here  from  England,  more  particu- 
larly in  Shetland  lambswool  goods.  On  some  of  the  low-class  articles 
the  duty  averages  from  35  up  to  4}0  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the 
invoice ;  and  if  the  Italian  manufacturers  improve  the  quality  of  their 
production,  which  is  to  be  expected,  the  import  trade  in  this  line  from 
ibreign  countries  will  be  considerably  reduced. 
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Some  Bfttnpleft*  of  Gdftnan  hosieiy,  Whioh  fltid«  a  ready  wild  here,  SamplM  of 
feceompttny  tbin  wporti    They  are  as  follows  j—  German 

hosiery. 


Pries. 

Curreaey. 

Atsrling. 

Om  aaderwaitttfoaii  Ko.  8    .•        «. 

H            »#                    M                No.  4         ••                «• 

„   ptir  of  drswen,  No.  2     .«         *« 
w       1}           >9       Ko.  4    ••        •• 

lires. 
i    00 
0    26 

4    00 
6    50 

8    7 
4    2h 
8    7 
4    « 

The  ahove  are  the  priced  nb  Leghoro,  free  of  all  charges,  tebioh 
average  about  80  per  cent. 

Coitan  Oood$. — CoDcerniDg  those  there  Is  little  to  bd  added  td  what  Cotton  goods, 
has  beeil  written  in  the  two  previous  reports  frotn  this  Consulate. 
Kative  manufactures  continue  to  increase,  and  the  prices,  especiallj  in 
dved  goods,  can  easily  beafe  English  ana  Freuch  production.  In  ufl- 
bleached  goods  importation  here  has  entirelv  dropped,  and  several 
patterns  of  the  native  article  are  transmitted  herewith  .f  The  price  is 
marked  on  each  pattern,  as  delivered  free  of  all  charges,  with  2  per  cent, 
discount  if  paid  within  60  days : — 


Width. 

Pries 

per  Hetre. 

CentimetreSi 

Oentimes. 

No.l. 

Italian  domestics 

65 

80 

,,  i. 

1) 

f> 

70 

87 

tt     y> 

99 

99 

76 

89 

»     » 

h 

>9 

80 

41 

«   8. 

n 

99 

70 

88 

9* 

9} 

76 
70 

48 

89 

n     99 

i9 

99 

76 

48 

,,    6. 

ft 

tf 

76 

41 

,.   «. 

9t 

i9 

70 

m 

M     n 

9i 

M 

75 

4U 

if        99 

99 

»> 

80 

48i 

9>       1» 

99 

99 

90 

65 

„    7. 

»f 

M 

80 

62J 

„    8. 

M 

99 

90 

60 

Wool  and  Wonted  Coatings. — ^Importers  here  of  English  goods  in  Wool  and 
this  line  state  that  in  wool  and  worsted  coatings  and  cheviots  there  is  a  worsted 
marked  improvement  in  Italian  production.    Large  quantities  of  coatings  S^^ 
and  cheviots  are  manufactured  in  the  Biellese,  at  Schio,  in  the  factory  of 
Senator  A.  Eossi,  at  Yoltri,  in  Oenoa,  and  also  in  Tuscany.    In  addition 
to  this  there  is  the  German  and  Austrian  competition ;  they  imitate  all 
the  English  designs  and  new  patterns  in  fiEmcy  cheviots  and  worsted, 
and  their  goods  are  much  appreciated  in  Italy.    Bradford  goods  are 
still  selling  vrell  here,  and  their  prices  for  worsted  coatings  cannot  be 
beaten   by  any  other  competition.     Italian  cloths  and  mohairs  are 
easily  surpassed  by  the  German  fabrics  from  Barmen  and  Elberfeld. 

*  Sent  to  Nottingham  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
t  Sent  to  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FUnnels  Flanneli. — ^A  large  quanidiy  of  this  class  of  goods  is  manufactured 

in  the  Biellese  and  Schio.  In  prices  for  low  qualities  thej  can 
compete  with  us ;  in  fact,  the  trade  with  England  in  this  line  has  been 

Paiternflaeni.  greatly  reduced.  Patterns  of  6/4  flannels  (t.«.,  double  width)  of  native 
production  are  forwarded  herewith.*  The  price  is  5  fr.  per  metre  to 
retail  houses,  with  10  per  cent,  discount,  and  six  months'  credit. 

Olire  oiL  As  anticipated,  the  olive  crop  during  the  season  1885-86  throughout 

Tuscany  has  turned  out  very  short.  The  yield  of  olive  oil  is  estimated 
at  barely  one-tenth  of  a  full  crop.  The  fruit  still  on  the  trees  was 
extensively  damaged  by  severe  frosts,  hence  much  of  the  oil  made  was  of 
very  inferior  ^u^ity.  Nevertheless,  in  a  few  sheltered  localities  the 
olives  escaped  injury,  and  yielded  oil  of  perfect  quality ;  but  the  produc- 
tion of  sucn  oil  has  been  on  a  verv  limited  scale.  In  these  circumstances 
prices  of  the  finest  qualities  of  Tuscan  olive  oil,  which  are  generally 
considered  much  superior  to  the  best  growths  of  other  oil-producing 
districts  of  Italv  and  of  France,  might  have  been  expected  to  rule  very 
high,  particularly  as  in  Tuscany  stocks  of  olive  oil  of  the  preceding 
season's  crop  were  quite  exhausted.  But,  owing  partly  to  good  olive 
oil  crops  in  the  districts  of  Nice,  the  Italian  Kiviera,  and  Bari,  and 
partly  to  the  general  trade  depression  and  fall  in  values  of  almost  every 
commodity,  new  Tuscan  olive  oils  have  fetched  comparatively  low  prices, 
ranging  from  40  lire  to  51  lire  per  barrel  of  30  kilos.,  according  to 
qu^ity,  first  cost  in  the  districts  of  production.  The  olive  trees  are 
generally  in  fine  condition,  and  promise  well  for  next  season. 

Ifinea.  Mines, — Yice-Consul  Fossi  reports  that  the  total  output  of  the 

Elba  iron  mines  during  the  year  1885  wds  178,488  tons,  of  which 
154,508  tons  were  exported,  as  follows : — 

Tons. 

Italian  continent 8,328 

£ngland         29,206 

Prance 126 

United  States  of  America 116,864 

Total       164,608 

In  the  previous  year  the  exports  to  the  Uoited  Kingdom  were  only 
1,828  tons. 

Leghorn,  March  27, 1886. 


*  Sent  to  Nottingham  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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NETHERLANDS. 

BATAVIA. 

Beport  of  Consul  McNeill  an  the  Trade^  Commerce^  and  General  Matters 
relating  to  the  Island  of  Java  Jor  the  Year  1885. 

Thb  year  1885  has  been  an  unfayourable  one  for  the  trade  in  Java, 
and  though  no  actual  financial  crisis  occurred  as  in  the  jear  previous,  a 
general  feieling  of  depression  has  been  felt  throughout  the  jear. 

The  crop  has  again  been  a  good  one,  thjugh  not  so  abundant  as  in  Sugar. 
1884,  the  out-turn  being  about  15  per  cent,  less,  say  a  little  over 
5,000,000  piculs,  or  about  300,000  tons.  Prices  varied  considerably  in 
sympathy  with  European  advices,  the  market  opening  at  9fl.  50  c!  to 
9fl.  75  c.,  and  rising  steadily  from  12  fl.  to  12fl.  50  c.  per  picul,  but 
declining  at  the  close  of  the  season  from  11  fl.  to  10  fl.  50  c.  per  picul. 
Had  rates  remained  at  the  level  at  which  first  sales  were  made,  the 
result  would  have  been,  as  a  rule,  very  unsatisfactory  to  planters ;  and 
it  is  a  matter  of  cougratulation  that  the  markets  in  the  consuming 
quarters  advanced  in  the  manner  they  did.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
crop  was  again  shipped  to  Europe  on  planters'  account.  An  area 
unaer  cultivation  is  reported  to  be  well  up  to  last  year's,  and  a  good 
crop — unforeseen  circumstances  excepted — ^may  be  looked  for  in  1886. 

The  disease  in  the  canes,  alluded  to  in  my  two  last  reports,  has 
increased  in  some  districts,  but  diminished  in  others.  The  damage 
done  by  it  has  not,  on  the  whole,  been  great ;  and  it  is  generally  coq- 
aidered  that  by  careful  planting  and  manuring  it  can  be  easily  grappled 
with 

The  crop  has  been  an  exceedingly  poor  one,  the  production  of  Ctffee. 
the  Government  gardens  having  dechned  to  499,909  piculs,  against 
1,011,787  piculs  m  1884  and  1,072,492  piculs  in  1883.  The  yield 
f^m  private  plantations  has  also  provec  much  under  the  average 
out-turn,  though  the  decrease  is  not  so  marked  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Government  coffee.  The  quality  of  the  crop  has  been  poorer,  also, 
owing  to  long*continued  drought,  and  the  presence  of  the  leaf-disease 
in  many  gardens.  Prospects  fov  the  coming  crop  are,  however,  fortu- 
nately brighter,  leaf-disease  not  having  yet  shown  itself  to  any  great 
extent. 

The  crop  has  been  an  enormous  one,  and  consequently  prices  have  Bice. 
faUen  to  an  unprecedentedly  •  low  level.    The  quantity  exported  was 
more  than  double  that  of  the  preyious  year,  vis.,  27,939  tons  against 
10,360  tons. 

The  crop  has  been  somewhat  under  the  average,  the  weather  having  Tobacco 
been  unfavourable  during  the  planting  season,  and  the  quality  has  been 
inferior. 

The  production  has  been  above  the  average,  but  the  quality  has  indigo, 
shown  a  considerable  faUing-ofl*.    Prices  receded  25  per  cent. 

The  number  of  plantations  under  cultivation  have  remained  almost  ^ea. 
stationary,  but  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  the  yield  of  1885  shows 
a  slight  decrease,  tne  exports  having  been  2,568,675  kilos,  against 
Ji,904,567  kilos,  in  1884.    Exports  to  London  amounted  to  1,705.850 
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kilos.,  and  to  Hollnnd  750,446  kilos.     The  preparation  has  been  paia 

more  attention  to  with  favourable  results.     A  considerable   quantity 

of  seeds  from  Assam  has  been  imported. 
Pepper.  There  is  again  a  small  falliug-off  in  the  exports,  and  the  crop  itself 

is  reported  to  be  smaller  than  for  some  years  past. 
Billiton  tin.  The  following  are  the  residts  of  the  pablio  sides : — 


Date  of  Sale. 

Piculs. 

Average  Prices. 

February  27tli 

April  29th 

June  25th 

Aug^t20th 

October  29th  •• 
December  24th          .. 

13,018-40 
J  3,058*58 
10.042-96 
U,882-87 
12,218-38 
12,221-55 

Fl.    c 
54    29 
54    514 

60  32 

61  67 
61    88 
68    68 

Total   •• 

72,882118 

•  • 

Bancatin.  The  product  of  t^^se  mines  owned  by  Government  aggxegaterd 

58,293  piculs. 
Imports.  Imports  in  general  have  remained  on  much  the  same  scale  as  in 

previous  years,  though  a  marked  falling-off  is  observable  in  cotton  arid 
woollen  goods,  and  in  ironware.  The  v^lue  of  the  former  class  of 
imports  shows  a  decrease  of  about  350,000/.  on  a  total  amount  of 
2.770,000Z.  imported  ^n  1884.  British  manufacturers  represent,  roughly 
speaking,  about  one-third  of  the  whole  deliveries  of  this  cla^s  of  goods, 
and  they  share  in  th^  past  year's  decrease  to  the  extent  of  about 
80,000/.  Total  imports  6f  ironware  were  this  year  about  100,000/.  as 
against  160.000/.  ip  1884;  from  the  XTnited  Kingdom  alone  18,000/. 
as  against  35,009/.  in  1884. 

Our  markets  have  been  in  a  more  depressed  and  unsatis&ctory 
condition  than  has  been  experienced  for  many  years  past,  owing 
principally  to  the  decreased  ouying  power  of  the  native  population^ 
and  the  more  than  adequate  supplies  which  have  continued  to  come 
forward  durip£^  the  year.  The  market  was  already  overstocked  with 
goods  of  all  descriptions  at  the  end  of  1884,  and  the  heavy  arrrvala 
thrown  during  the  twelvemonth  on  a  falling  market  served  to  depress 
prices  still  further.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  busi- 
ness almost  cnme  to  a  standstill,  as  dealers  at  last  lost  confidence, 
owinij  to  tlie  progressive  decrease  in  prices,  and  were  frightened  to 
operate  with  the  possibility  of  having  their  purchs^ses  left  on  their 
hands  in  consequence  of  a  further  decline.  The  poverty  of  the  natives 
is  attributed  to  the  very  considerable  depreciation  which  has  occurred 
in  the  value  of  rice,  combinesd  with  the  increased  pressure  used  by 
Government  in  the  collection  of  the  land  tax. 
Cattle  disease.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  cattle  plague  broke  out  in  the  eastera 
part  of  the  island,  in  the  Passaroean  Residency,  and  as  there  had  be«i 
no  transit  of  cattle  from  or  to  this  district,  which  had  remained  free 
from  the  disease  up  to  this  period,  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  appears 
10  have  been  spontaneous. 

In  May  the  plngue  appeared  in  the  western  part  of  the  island,  in  the 
Bekassi  district,  near  Batavia,  where  it  prevailed  with  considerable 
severity,  but  owing  to  the  strenuous  exertions  taken  by  the  Gbvem- 
ment.  it  disappeared  almost  entirely  after  the  lapse  of  t'Ax>  or  three 
months. 

In  August  there  were  some  ftw  cases  of  cattle  plague  and  foot-axkdk 
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mouth  (Hseafia  ia  the  neighbourhood  of  BaUvia,  bufc  in  the  following 
month  the  disea^  was  officially  reported  to  have  d^iaappeared. 

In  December  there  were  a  few  oasea  of  oattle  plagud  tmoiig  the 
btt&loes  in  tb^  Krawang;  Besidencj. 

The  staff  of  veterinary  surgeons,  appointed  by  the  Gt>Temm«xit  for 
the  inspection  of  cattle  and  suppression  of  diseases,  numbered  at  the 
end  of  1884,  seven  Europeans,  assisted  by  13  certificated  natives, 
while  aeveral  JnvaiMse  were  alse  in  receipt  of  medical  instruction  to 
qualify  them  for  future  pervice. 

The  following  bave  been  the  customs  raeeipts  in  Java  and .Maditra  Customs 
duripg  tbe  yeara  LBM  aad  1885  c^w  ...  receipts. 


1884. 

1888. 

Fl. 

e. 

FL 

c 

Import  dutj 

6,501.870 

76 

5,778.082 

90 

lij^rt  duty       . ,         . .         . » 

2,124,840 

90 

2,200,221 

71 

Excise  on  spiritaous  liqaors    . . 

93,620 

46-' 

82,802 

49 

Bxclue  on  tobaoso         ••         ., 

124.788 

42 

J  07,980 

78 

Entrepot  rent 

61,000 

11  * 

'     46,988 

06 

BamnBerarioB     4or     aervkss 

rendered         

90,U9 

00 

24,028 

00 

Fines  Jtnd  forfeitwies     •» 

S8J6^ 

02* 

7,648 

44 

Other  Government  receipts     . . 

9,185 

S6^ 

7,605 

57 

^ale  of  unclaimed  property 

1,810 

18 

1,895 

48 

Votal 

8,9«8,8t6 

87 

$,^i,in 

88 

The  returns  therefore  of  last  year  show  a  decrease. on  that  of  the 
preceding  ye«r  of  717,632  fl.  3i  c. 

A  new  Stamp  Act  was  passed  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year,  Stamp  Act. 
which  is  to  eomo  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  1886.     It  enacts  that : 

(a)  Jlecaiptfl  or  acceptances,  deposits-receipts,  drafts  or  papers 
made  payable  to  order  or  bearer,  and  copies  of  atich  dooumenta,  bave  all 
to  be  stamped  with  a  5  cent,  stamp,  whilst — 

(b)  All  other  documents  duly  signed  and  intended  to  serve  as 
vouchers  have  to  be  stamped  with  a  stamp  of  1  fl.  50  o. 

(c)  Certain  documents  are  freed  from  stamp-dnty,  such  as  receipts 
for  amounts  not  exceeding  10  g4iilder8,  bdllB  of  hiding,  pay  or  pension 
declarations,  &c 

No  new  lines  have  been  completed  during  the  past  year.  Govemmeni 

FroKress  has,  however,  been  made  with  the  lines  between  I^'okjakarta  railways, 
^d  Tjilatjftp,  and  with  the  small  line  connecting  Sourabaya  with  the 
mouth  of  the  Kaliemaaa  Biver,  whilst  the  survey  and  the  provision^ 
plan  of  the  line  between  Tjilatjap  and  Tjitjalengka,  and  the  surveys 
of  the  lines  from  Djokjakarta  to  WUlem  I.  via  Magelang^  and  from 
Magelan^  to  Poerworedjo,  have  all  been  finished. 

The  luie  between  Batavia  and  Bekassie,  mentioned  in  my  last  report  Private 
as  having  been  commenced,  has  been  steadily  progressing  during  the  railways, 
past  year,  although  considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
purchasiug  the  land  through  which  the  lino  passes. 

A    line  connecting  T4;al  and  Balapoelang  vi^  Bandjaran,  with  at 
branch  line  from  the  latter  place  to  Pangka,  has  also  been  commenced;- 

A  concession  has  been  granted  by  Government  for  a  line  from- 
Cheribon  to  Samarang  vi^  Tagal  and  Pekalocgan,  whilst  anotlier 
has  been  asked  for  a  line  starting  from  one  of  the  stations  pn  the, 
Djokjakarta'-Tjilatjiip  Bailway  to  Bandjamegwa  via  Poerwokertq, 
Soekaradj  I.  and  Poerworedjo. 
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A  Steam  tramwaj  has  been  opened  during  the  year,  connecting 
Poerwodadi  and  Goendih  (Central  Java). 

Several  concessions  have  been  asked  and  granted  for  tramways 
throughout  the  island,  but  none  of  them  have  up  to  the  present  been 
commenced. 


Population. 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

Europeana*  ..        *.        ••  {  b 

KaUveB         A 

B 

Chinese        A 

, B 

Arabs            A 

„                ••         ••         ..B 

Other  foreign  Orientah       •  •     A 

9,             >»               ••     B 

85,585 

8,222 

19,994,999 

6,884,880 

211,207 

140,571 

10,817 

5,108 

2,608 

20,760 

86,764 

8,664 

20,867,944 

6,295,544 

211,775 

189,152 

10,987 

5,067 

2,682 

20,676 

87,608 

9,157 

20,665,510 

6,199,946 

214,470 

149,558 

11,229 

4,965 

2,765 

21,659 

Total 

26,764^152 

27,099,205 

27,816,867 

Steam  com- 
munication. 


*  A.  Java  and  Madura. 
B.  Other  poaseasiona  in  Netherlands -India. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  *  the  army  and  navy,  the  former  of  which 
consisted  of  14,982  Europeans  and  15,254  natives,  and  the  latter  of 
2,762  Europeans  and  1,021  natives  on  the  81st  December,  1884. 

The  number  of  British  subjects  resident  in  Batavia,  Samarang,  and 
Sourabaya,  the  three  principal  ports  of  Java,  at  the  end  of  1885  were 
respectively  68,  21,  and  56. 

The  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company  Limited  commenced 
in  October  last  a  monthly  service  between  Calcutta  and  Adelaide  and 
back  vi4  Singapore,  this  port,  Brisbane,  Sydney,  and  Melbourne,  and 
the  steamers  of  the  Eastern  and  Australian  Steamship  Company, 
7/hich  run  between  China  and  Australian  ports,  have  again  commenced, 
touching  here  at  irregular  intervals.  As  regards  communication  with 
Europe  and  Netherlands-India  no  alteration  has  taken  place.  The 
competition  between  the  various  lines  of  steamers,  both  Dutch  and 
!Ehiglish,  running  between  this  island  and  European  ports,  is  becoming 
very  keen,  and  the  supply  of  steam  tonnage,  except  at  the  height  of 
the  shipping  season,  has  been  in  excess  of  requirements.  The  contract 
with  the  Netherlands-India  Company  for  the  conveyance  of  Govern- 
ment goods  and  passengers  will  expire  at  the  close  of  1890,  and  next 
year  tenders  will  be  invited  by  Government  for  a  new  contract. 

The  buildings  in  connection  with  the  harbour  are  being  steadily 

harbourworks.  carried  on.  The  Custom-house,  railway  station,  telegraph  office,  harbour- 
master's office,  &c.,  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  being  in  course  of 
erection,  have  now  been  completed.  The  service  of  trains  between 
Tandjong-Priok,  where  the  haroour  is  situated,  and  Batavia,  a  distance 
of  about  six  miles,  has  lately  been  greatly  improved,  there  being  now 
16  trains  each  way  daily,  with  the  exception  of  Sundays,  on  which  day 
there  are  only  five  trains  each  way.  There  is  an  assistant  harbour- 
master in  attendance  at  Tandjong-Priok  every  day,  so  that  ships  can 
now  be  cleared  in  and  out  there,  a  change  of  considerable  importance 
to  shipmasters. 

The  harbour  is  now  greatly  used  both  by  steamers  and  sailing  vessels, 
especially  during  the  west  monsoon,  when  it  is  always  difficult  to  load 
or  discharge  cargo  in  the  roads. 
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The  coals  belon^g  to  the  rarious  steamship  companies  are  now  nil 
stored  at  the  harbour,  alongside  the  coal  quay,  and  this  naturally 
necessitates  vessels  laden  with  coals  entering  and  discharging  there. 

During  the  past  year  attention  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  the 
Oovemment  stores,  which  have  during  the  latter  months  been  pushed 
on  very  quickly.  They  extend  on  one  side  of  the  harbour  for  a  dis- 
tance of  406  yards. 

Bailway  sidings  have  now  been  laid  down  connecting  these  wnre- 
houses  with  the  main  line,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  traffic. 

The  western  quay  has  been  almost  entirely  paved  with  granite. 

The  charges  for  usine  the  25  ton  steara-crane,  for  loading  or 
discharging  goods,  are  27  f  .  (2/.  5«.)  for  the  first  ton,  and  2  fl.  (3s.  4td,) 
for  each  subsequent  ton. 

Durbg  the  months  of  June  and  July  the  crews  of  several  ships 
lying  in  the  harbour  suffered  severely  from  malaria  fever,  in  some 
instances  almost  the  entire  crew  being  in  hospital,  and  several  deaths 
occurring.  During  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  however,  since  the 
rains  commenced,  the  complaints  of  shipmasters  regarding  the  health 
of  their  crews  have  been  very  few. 

The  numbers  of  subscribers  to  the  telephone  companies  here  have  Telephone 
been  greatly  increased  lately.       On  the  1st  July  last  there  were  companlea. 
217, 177,  and  118  subscribers  at  Batavia,  Sourabaya,  and  Samarang 
respectively- 
Native  labour  is  in  request  here  for  the  tobacco  estates  of  Sumatra,  Native  labour 
and  a  large  number  of  natives  have  been  engaged  to  work  there  under 
two  year  contracts,  whilst  a  trial  lot  of  about  lOO  have  been  drafted 
during  the  past  year  to  work  on  sugar  estates  in  Queensland. 

The  public  health  during  the  past  year  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  pnbUc  health* 
only  occasional  cases  of  cholera  and  small-pox  having  been  reported, 
whilst  the  number  of  sufferers  from  fever  has  not  been  so  large  as 
usual. 

The  receipts  for  stamps,  post  cards,  envelopes  sold,  post  office  orders.  Post  office 
passengers'  fares  per  mail  cart,  Ac,  amounted  during  the  year  1884  to  receipts. 
815,261  fl.  50  c,  showing  an  increase  on  the  receipts  of  the  preceding 
year  of  14,514  fl.  70  c. 

On  the  night  of  the   18th  of  April  an  eruption  of  the  volcano  Eruption  of 
Smeroe,  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  occurred,  and  the  volcano 
immense  volumes  of  lava  poured  forth  from  it,  which  almost  entirely  Smeroe. 
devastated  the  neighbouring  coffee  estate  of  Kalibening.    The  mana^^er, 
some  overseers,  and  natives  belonging  to  the  estate  lost  their  lives 
during  the  eruption. 

The  dredging  and  deepening  of  the  Madura  Straits  at  the  mouth  of  Solo  Biver. 
the  Solo  Eiver  are  being  carried  on  steadily. 

A  strong  movement  has  of  late  been  made  by  the  commercial  and  import  and 
planting  communities  to  have  the  export  duties  on  sugar,  coffee,  and  export  duties, 
tea  abolished,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be,  or  at  least  reduced, 
during  the  coming  season,  increased  duties  being  levied  on  some 
articles  of  import  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  revenue. 

During  the  past  year  a  new  trade  mark  law  has  been  passed  by  the  Re-regiglra- 
Oovernment,  in  virtue  of  which  all  trade  marks  must  be  registered  at  tion  of  trade 
Batavia  instead  of,  as  formerly,  at  the  three  principal  towns  in  Java,  marks. 
Se-registration  of  all  previously  registered  trade  marks  is  also  required. 

In  order  to  assist  planters  who  have  lately  had  to  contend  against  Hypotheca- 
low  prices  for  almost  aD  kinds  of  produce,  the  Q-ovemor-Gteneral,  at  tion  of  stand- 
the  close  of  1884,  made  certain  prorisional  regulations,  sanctioning  the  ^^  ^^o^^ 
hypothecation  of  standing   crops.    These  regulations  were  only  valid 
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for  twelve  months,  but  in  January  of  this  jeftr  (1886)  they  have  been 
-rendered  permanent  by  the  granting  of  the  Koyal  sanction. 

BsTimisr  of  Frineipal  Articles  of  Export  from  Java  during 
the  Year  1885. 


Articles. 

T0D»        . . 
»»              •  • 

(i-allons/ 
Lbs.       .. 

H 

»»                  • 

n            • 

»»             • 

>»             • 

♦> 

>»             • 

n            • 

»t 

»            • 

it                • 
W                • 

<idati«ty. 

•Value. 

8«gar 
Goifeo 

Khce 

Arrack 

RattMiv 

Hides 

To4»aee0 

Indigo 

Gom  damar . . 

Kapok 

Tea 

Tin    ..        .. 
OkkMonabtrk 
Naiinegs 
Indiambber . . 

Maoe 

Otitta  pereha 
Clovw 

418,664 

18,159 

27,989 

1,006.862 

8,203,351 

&^6,991 

23^71,205 

2,280.707 

2,457,027 

2,576.618 

6,884.167 

9,706^711 

986,291 

235,265 

7,686 

22,809 

.1           18^36 

.  1           92,818 

£ 

6,239,439 

765,607 

210.292 

60,852 

19,741 

131,782 

984.687 

292,780 

68,551 

41,142 

141,334 

322,871 

35,111 

12,807 

418 

'     1,104- 

741© 

1>89« 

Total 

•         • 

•• 

•  • 

9,330^54 

SBnniur  of  Principal  Articlea  of  Import  to  Java  during  the  Year  18$5. 


Artieles. 


€!otton  and  woollen  goods— 

BlMM^od  cottons  .. 

Unbleached  cottons 

Tarns         

Smidries 

BartlMMMm 

B«er 

Batter 

Bimady 

ProTisions 

Iron  and  steel,  machineiy,  ^. 
nabeviaslNiy'attd  nuHteem^  wwes 
"  uta     ••'        •■•        •  V        •  • 
Ooals  «. 

Floor 

mneralwaten         ..        •• 
Petroieam 
^  Kce    .  •         .  •         •  ^        • « 

Pskis ^ 

Wine  .« 

Soap 


Pieces 

» 
Lbs... 
Pieces 

Pints' 
Lbs... 
Gallons 


Gallons 
Tons 

Ph&tbotUes. 

Gallons 

Tons 

GaU^ 


Qtttntfty. 


5,171,284 

790,77n 

2,027,290 

1,872,890 

526,150 

70,213 


299,0«1 

129,111 

4,933 

682,073 

17,688,851 

89^612 

3*83,962 


•Tahie. 


1 


84vMFl 
39,018 
21,9at 
29,226 

280,262 
99,871 

268,515 
79^88 

215,18^ 

92,083 

7,094 

329,719 

165,882 
2MI» 

131,981 
30,729 


4,1111,179 


*  These  figures  are  merely  approximate,  and  are  based  on  the  aversgftvalnssrofths 
varioos  articles  during  the  year,  no  reliable  statistics  being  pnblTshed. 
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OoTSBiTMBKT  Jara  Coffefe  Soles  during  1885. 

BUIeofSale. 

Pltnfli. 

Deaoiriptioii. 

Averaging. 

*' 

FL    c 

August  36tk 

]2i000 

isjooo 

Simftrang    .. 

25    64 

ti                         •  •            •  • 

Kadbe 

26    49 

8eptoi*ber80th      .. 

61000 

Samamg    . . 

26      8 

>»                   .  .        ;  • 

4I0OO 

Kadbe 

27    19 

M                                   ••                .i 

400 

Siair;  W.T.P. 

81      2i 

>»                  •  • 

14i600 

Maiang       .. 

26     10 

Kftveniber  25tti      ..         ..)       23J800 

»»            •  • 

n26    19 

..!         Ii200 

Sisir,  W.T.P. 

82    32 

i^eeidber  23r4       .. 

15;000 

MaUng 

26    09 

»f                   •  •         •  • 

le^eoo 

Preioger     . . 

37    77 

Total       

100,000 

•  • 

27    88 

Kktitiiit  of  all  Shippiing  at  the  port  of  Btitdm  in  tbfe  Tear  1885. 

EMmBD. 


NatlonaUty. 

Sailing. 

SUMtd. 

Total. 

Number  of 
YeMels. 

Tonnac*. 

Number  of 
Vewell. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toaai^. 

BrilAb. 

Dntdi 

5SSf"  ::: 

.X)tber  countries 

89 
170 

3 
16 

8 
29 

28,814 
15,644 

120 
482 
26 

"l 
1 

158,790 
433)057 
20i4d6 

2,2^ 

159 

652 

29 

16 

it;ao6 
itJS? 

T6W       

265 

147,930 

630 

614,660 

m 

7621,^ 

CiMkxan. 


Sailing. 

Stesm. 

Total. 

NadonaUtr. 

Nuaberof 
Yeesels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Yesseli. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessala 

Tonnage. 

British  .„       

Dutch  ...       ^.       ^ 

French 

Norwegian     ... 
German 

44 

159 
2 
13 
6 
31 

34,478 
75,875 
1,833 
9,051 
5,339 
16,471 

120 
480 
26 

""l 

1 

158,970 
432,551 
20,466 

734 
2,233 

164 

639 

28 

13 

7 

32 

193,448 

508,426 

^288 

9,061 

6,473 

18,704 

Total       ...       .« 

255 

143,047 

628 

614,343 

883 

757,390 
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Bettjbh  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Samarang  in  the  Tear  1886. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

British 

Dutch        

Norwegian 

German     ••    .    •• 

Italian       

Other  ooontriea    •  • 

182 
476 
24 
14 
IS 
14 

117,690 

488,260 

17,818 

14,510 

11,421 

8,762 

188 
477 
22 
15 
14 
17 

119,120 
484,901 
16.741 
15,272 
12,801 
12,161 

Total 

672 

652,951 

678 

669,996 

Bbtosk  of  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Sourabaja  in  the  Tear  1885. 


^              Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Britieh 

Dutch        

Norwegian 

Italian       

German 

Other  countries    . . 

221 
591. 
80 
19 
20 
28 

146,986 
894,059 
28,941 
17,684 
17,645 
20,199 

280 
680 
28 
22 
22 
24 

168,682 
889,655 
22,949 
20,206 
18.851 
17,144 

Totol 

909 

620,864 

906 

621,887 

Batavia,  Febnuuy  24,  1886. 
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PTIEETO  PLATA. 

Report  hy  Vioe'Consul  Beimer  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Fuerto 
Flaiajor  the  lear  1885. 

The  lethargy  which  pervaded  the  general  commerce  of  the  place  Trade, 
daring  1884  has  been  the  characteristic  also  of  the  past  year,  although 
the  annexed  returns,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  importations,  which 
shows  a  decrease  of  51,000/.,  compare  favourably  with  the  preceding 
year. 

The  aggregate  of  produce  exported  is  in  excess  of  1884,  as  shown  in  Exports  and 
the  return  of  exports ;  and  although  the  value,  in  consequence  of  the  low  imports, 
invoice  prices  in  general  and  in  the  case  of  sugar  in  particular,  does  not 
quite  come  up  to  the  figures  of  the  previous  year,  there  is  yet  a  surplus 
over  the  importations  of  58,380/. 

The  sugar  industry,  it  will  be  noticed,  has  developed  itself  still  further 
during  the  past  year,  in  spite  ot  the  prolonged  drought  which  lasted  for  Sugar, 
eight  months,  and  the  consequences  of  which  have  been  sorely  felt  by 
our  rural  population.  The  sugar  crop  for  the  present  year  is  expected, 
with  moderately  fair  weather,  to  be  considerable,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  exportation  of  this  staple  will  show  a  large 
increase  over  the  quantity  shipped  in  1885. 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1884  the  abrogation  of  the  export 
duties  on  produce  and  the  augmentation  of  the  import  duties  by  8  per  Daties. 
cent.    The  working  of  this  measure  does  not  seem  to  have  answered 
the  purpose,  for  in  a  few  months  these  decrees  were  repealed,  and  the 
old  system  again  adopted. 

The  negotiations  for  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  Treaty  with 
America,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  have  apparently  fiillen  through,  ^>^i*-«d  States. 
as  the  Dominican  proposals  do  not  seem  to  have  been  entertained  by  the 
United  States  Senate. 

The  insignificance  of  the  British  shipping  trade  with  this  port  British 
continues  to  be  a  matter  for  regret,  the  return  of  British  vessels  entered  shipping, 
and  cleared  last  year  showing  hardly  any  improvement.  One  small 
steamer  belonging  to  a  Liverpool  company  entered  four  times  with 
cargo  from  the  United  States,  returning  thither  with  produce :  she  was 
chartered  in  New  Tork  to  run  in  opposition  to  the  American  line 
of  steamers,  but  the  undertaking  proved  a  failure,  and  the  trips  have 
not  been  resumed. 

The  carrying  trade  with  Europe  is  now  almost  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  Hamburg  Steamship  Company,  if  I  except  a  line  of 
Liverpool  steamers  under  the  Spanish  floff,  which  bring  a  considerable 
part  of  the  merchandise  imported  from  the  united  Kingdom.  These  facts 
deserve  the  attention  of  British  shipowners  and  shipping  firms,  and  I 
venture  to  broach  the  subject  Again',  in  the  hope  that  these  statements 
*^may  yet  be  seriously  considered  by  those  interested  in  the  matter. 

The  Samana  railroad  has  reached  its  first  terminus  at  a  place  called  Bailroad. 
Almacen,  about  40  miles  inland  from  the  starting  point  at  Las  Canitas, 
on  th^  north-west  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Samana.    from  all  I  can  gather 
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Political. 
Banking. 

Sanitary. 


the  company  is  poshing  the  work  forward  with  energy,  large  quantities 
of  railway  plant  continuing  to  arrive  trom  England. 

The  political  state  of  the  Bepuhlic  is  quiet  and  its  foreign  relations 
good. 

There  seems  to  be  at  last  a  prospect  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
the  want  of  which  has  long  been  felt,  and  which  is  the  only  means  of 
relieving  the  commercial  community  from  the  monetary  embarrassment 
consequent  on  the  circulation  of  certain  foreign  silver  on  which  the 
Grovernmenthas  decreed  &  ruinous  discount. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  Vice-Consular  district  has  not  been 
quite  so  satisfactory  of  late;  following  an  unprecedented  drotigh€,  fftse 
rain  season  set  in  with  unwonted  vigour,  causing  a  good  deal  of  malarial 
fever  and  dysentery  among  all  classes  and  agen,  but  our  normal  healthy 
state  is  now  gradually  asserting  itself  agann. 

Her  Majesty's  gunbo»t  "  Lily,"  8^  h.p.  and  100  men,  visited  the 
port  in  October  on  a  cruise. 

Annex  A. — ilETiriiK  of  all  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Port 
of  Puerto  Plata  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Natioiudity. 

Number 

Number 

Numb^i* 

of 

TOBn: 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Veeeeli. 

Vessel!. 

Vesseb. 

British       

38 

830 

4 

9W 

37 

liMS* 

Dominican 

12 

126 

12 

126 

American 

8 

1,150 

18- 

23,025 

24 

24,180 

Oermaa     ... 

1 

22Q 

25 

36,470 

26 

26,^80 

Spaniah      

2 

289 

34 

24,884 

36 

25,278 

Danidi       ...       

12 

848 

<.. 

12 

84tf 

French       

... 

4 

4,126 

4 

m 

Other  countries    

6 

2,006 

... 

... 

6 

Total          

72 

6,470 

85 

79,620 

157 

84,890 

„    foH884       

88 

... 

61 

149 

85,W8r 

Annex  B. — Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Expert  froWi  Puerto 
Plata  during  the  Tear  1885. 


Artidea. 

Lba. 
Feet 

Number  ... 
r.b«. 

Fiit    ::: 

Number  ... 

Tons 

Lbs. 

„           ... 

„           ... 
Doffen     ... 
Qallohs    ... 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tobacco        

Sofear  ...       Z       Z       Z,       Z 
DiTi-diTi  and  unning  hatk 

Satin  wood  and  cedar        

Lanceirood  span     ...       

Fustic,  logwood,  and  lignum-Tita 

Beea'-waz      

<5«fflfe...       ...       ...       ..,       ... 

Cocoa 

Qoftttldns     ... 

Honey 

Molasses 

Other  artidea 

10,498,524 

441,000 

21,115 

4,065,347 

81,500 

84.700 

I0,6«7 

700 

118.750 

81,800 

268,700 

8^800 

7,800 

35,000 

£ 

120,760 

16^000 

5,000 

28,000 

200 

1,000 

2,000 

1,600 

6,000 

i,roo 

850 

1,000 

140 

17,517 

2,98i;773  • 

83;000 

442 

51,028 

^^ 

61,680 

133,900 

W,700^ 

5,700 

2^020' 

lr,«8r 

1 

Total         ^       

188,900 

- 

191,826 
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Annex  C. — Tables  showing  the  Total  Yalue  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Puerto  Plata  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Tears  1885  and  1884., 


Country. 


England    ..         

Qennany  ••         ..         .. 

France 

America 

St.  Thomas,  Puerto    Bico,    and 
West  India  Islands     . . 


Total. 


Exports. 


1885. 


6,198 

186,446 

8,924 

87,000 

6,88S 


188,900 


1884. 


191,826 


Imports. 


1885. 


130,600 


1884. 


181.784 


Annex  B. — ^Bitttbk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Puerto  Plata 
during  the  Tear  1885. 

In  1835 180,600 

1884 181,784 

Puerto  Plata,  February  15,  1886. 
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Seport  by  Viee- Consul  Coen  on  the  Trade  and  Commeree  of 
San  Domingo  for  the  Tear  18S6. 

The  imports  and  exports  at  this  port  show  a  decrease  with  the  pre-  Imports  and 
ceding  year.     It  is  doe  to  the  general  uoeasiness  which  has  prevailed  e^cporta 
all  the  year  round  on  account  of  the  political  situation  of  the  country,  8«tt«»  y« 
which  at  a  certain  moment  seemed  inclined  to  return  towards  the 
former  revolutionary  habits. 

The  depression  caused  by  the  constant  fall  of  the  price  of  sugar  is  Sugar 
likewise  to  be  accounted  foi  the  unsatisfactory  resolt  of  last  year's  sported, 
trade. 

The  export  of  suear  at  this  port  shows  an  increase  of  1,100  tons,  to 
which  are  to  be  adc^d  5,000  tons,  or  thereabouts,  shipped  at  Macoris 
and  Azua — resulting,  therefore,  in  18,500  tons  shipped  from  the  south 
coast  of  the  republic. 


BsTUBN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Santo  Domingo  in  the 

Tear  1885. 


ShippiDg. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

Katiooali^. 

Namberof 
VeMels. 

Tons, 

Ncmber  of 
Yessela. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
VesMls. 

Tone. 

Briudi       •••       «•• 
OUMrooontriM    ... 

17 
82 

2,319 
10,906 

6 

85 

S,807 
88,784 

2S 
167 

6,lf6 
99,740 

Total       «       ... 

„    for  the  year 

preceding 

99 

18,275 

91 

92,691 

190 
218 

106,866 
94,726 

Clbaeid. 


SaQlng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KationaUtr. 

Namberof 
Veaaelf. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
VeaeelB. 

Tons. 

Namberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britiah       

Other  ooontriei    ... 

17 
82 

2,319 
10,966 

6 
86 

8,807 
88,784 

28 
167 

6,126 
99,740 

Total      

99 

18,276 

91 

92,691 

190 
218 

105,866 
94,726 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  City  Santo  Domingo 
during  the  Year  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

Articles. 

«#»M4Mf. 

Falae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

1 

£ 

Logwood 

-Tons      .. 

68» 

,  , 

im 

Lignum  yiUb 

»        •• 

i,«*0 

., 

1,719 

Fustic 

»•        *  • 

122 

•  • 

115 

]iJiihogany    ., 

Feet      .. 

405,000 

,. 

184,120 

Laoceirood  spars     . . 

Tons 

60 

•  • 

46 

Honey 

QaUoiiB.. 

40,986 

•  • 

40^102 

MokSBM      .. 

)» 

^i9Mi 

*• 

666,744 

Bees'-waz    ..        „ 

lA*.      .. 

187,801 

*P 

98,461 

•  » 

Turtle  shell . . 

»»                 •• 

1,069 

f 

454 

Coffee          ,. 

9f              *  * 

801,500 

•  • 

186,484 

Tobacco 

»>               •  • 

5,200 

•  • 

860 

6nm  gnyaeum 

»»              •  • 

1,400 

,, 

MTT 

Cocoa 

»              •• 

88,880 

*      •  • 

109,160 

Hito 

•  • 

6,300 

•  • 

10,967 

Coefaiqeal    .. 

h\Hf.         ,• 

2,000 

•• 

Sugar          . .        ,f 

Tons      .. 

18,440 

•  • 

li863 

Rum 

Gallons.. 

•  • 

52,696 

•  • 

•  • 

Total 

t . 

208,180 

•  • 

221,725 

Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Citj  Santo  Domingo 
during  tjae  Yefir  1885. 


Articles. 

Talue. 

1885. 

1884. 

Cotton,  dry  goodg,  b«Mrdware,  glaa«  ware,  b»4d- 
stuflfe,  provisioos,  rice,  &c 

£ 
181,780 

WWW  ^ 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Citj 
Santo  Domiogfo  and  Imported  to  City  Santo  Bomij)go  from  and  ta 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1885^*84. 


Country. 

Szports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1886. 

1884.    ' 

Great  Britain  and  other 

countries 
United  States  of  America 

f24,854 

88,776 

£ 
221,725 

£ 

B*,o6v 
98,920 

£ 

99,vii8    " 
116,403 

Total   •• 

208,180 

221,725 

181,780 

216,356 

Santo  Domingo,  March  20, 1836. 
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B$pori  by  Consul  Wooldridge  on  the  Trade,  Ihvufoiion^  and  A^ricuUure 
of  tie  Consular  District  of  Barcdona  fin- the  Year  1885 

In  coninjencing  the  coropilaiion  of  this  report,  tbe  most  striking  Depresglon  of 
incident  euggetited  to  the  mind  is  the  widespread  depression  of  *™de  and  in- 
industry  Jind  trade  that  has  prevailed  at  Barcelona  during  the  year  ^"*"7' 
1885.  In  a  financial  point  of  view  the  year  began  with  a  feeling  of 
Insecurity  and  apprehension  which  was  never  lost ;  cominercially  and 
industrially  it  was  heavy  and  sluggish,  and  in  the  face  of  a  large  and 
ncreasing  stock  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  purchasers. 
3?'or  a  long  period  a  great  economical  crisis  existed,  when  tne  paralysa- 
tion  was  so  great  that  business  came  to  a  standstill,  and  oraers  were 
constantly  put  off  for  better  times,  the  consequence  being  that 
thousands  of  artisans  and  labourers  were  without  employment,  and  Oatbretk  of 
business  only  done  to  satisfy  local  wants.  Bad  as  this  depression  was  cholera, 
during  the  first  months  of  the  year,  it  was  aggravated  by  tbe  out- 
break of  Asiatic  cholera  in  Barcelona  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
became  still  more  so  by  the  fiiglit  of  most  of  the  wealthy  families  and 
proprietors  of  industrial  establishments  from  the  place,  the  closing  of 
many  of  the  factones,  and  the  dismissal  of  the  hands.  Through  this 
desertion  the  retail  dealers  and  shopkeepers  were  deprived  of  their 
usual  custom,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  inroad  of  several  families 
from  Murcia  and  Valencia — whilst  the  disease  raged  in  those  provinces, 
who,  in  some  measure,  took  the  place  of  their  ordinary  customers — 
they  might  have  closed  their  shops  without  much  loss  to  themselves. 
During  the  epidemic  the  great  thoroughfares  and  places  of  business 
were  completely  deserted,  and  a  depression  prevailed  of  great  intensity. 
"When  it  left  us,  however,  and  no  more  deaths  were  reported,  those 
who  had  fled  returned,  tbe  streets  resumed  their  usual  appearance,  and 
trade  began  to  assume  its  normal  state ;  nevertheless,  a  rapid  recovery 
was  impossible,  and  business  dragged  8k)wly  along  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
which  closed  with  a  verdict  against  it,  most  discouraging  for  the  prospects  Financial, 
of  1886.  In  money  the  year  was  devoid  of  incident,  the  speculations 
and  disasters  of  1882  and  1883  having  brought  about  a  timidity  and 
backwardness  which  continued  throughout  the  year.  A  certain  amount 
of  interest  and  excitement  was  aroused  when  the  Exchange  was 
influenced  by  the  delicate  relations  between  England  and  Bussia,  which 
caused  a  slight  panic  and  a  fall  in  prices  for  the  time;  but  this  lapsed 
again  into  indiflerence,  and  even  the  King's  death  but  slightly  affected 
stocks.  Very  little  can  also  be  said  favourably  as  regards  the  condition 
of  the  province  of  Cataluiia,  whether  of  wine,  cereals,  or  fruit.  This 
part  of  the  Consular  district,  comprising  the  districts  of  Oerona, 
Lerida,  Barcelona,  and  Tarragona  (about  8,400  square  miles  in  extent), 
although  not  pre-eminently  the  wine-growing  district  of  Spain,  is  the 
one  which  produces,  if  not  the  highest  class  of  wine,  those  within  trie 
reach  of  the  poor  for  abundance,  goodness,  and  cheapness,  and  ot  tbe 
superior  sorts  those  most  approved  by  the  afiSuent.  The  wines  of 
Cataluna,  more  especially  those  in  the  Tarragona  part  of  it,  well  knowi^  Agriculture. 
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under  the  name  of  prioratO)*'  possess  qualities  of  great  value.  They  are 
of  all  qualities  and  of  varied  colours,  from  that  of  ruby  to  that  of  orange ; 

AVines.  ^jj^y  are  heavy  and  light,  sweet  and  tart,  dry  and  fruity;  and,  when 

unmixed  with  spirit,  are  as  agreeable  and  nourishing  as  can  be  desired. 

Destruction  of       From  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  far  into  the  spring,  the  severity 

vineplantB.  ^f  ^y^^  weather  was  most  injurious  to  all  classes  of  productions; 
thousands  of  vine-plants  were  destroyed  by  the  frosts,  and  in  the 
hilly  ranges  the  cold  was  most  intense.  The  intermittent  bail-storms 
and  floods  caused  many  rivers  to  overflow  their  banks,  and  did 
much  damage  to  the  crops :  add  to  which  the  ravages  of  the  mildew, 
vineitch,  and  Fhylloxera^  and  it  is  a  wonder  there  was  any  crop  at  all  of 
grapes.  It  is  stated  that  the  yield  of  the  vintage  has  been  only  a 
quarter  of  a  good  harvest,  and  the  price  of  wine  has  nearly  doubled. 
In  some  parts  the  same  land  which  produced  360  arrobas  of  grapes 
in  188 J!  only  yielded  24  in  1885.  The  price  of  superior  "  priorato  "  at 
the  fall  of  the  year  was  from  62  pesetas  per  charge  of  121  litres,  and 
for  extra  superior  beyond  that  limit. 

Cereals.  The  harvest  of  cereals  was  most  unsatisfactory,  whole  acres  of 

produce  having  been  laid  under  water  and  destroyed,  and  thousands  of 
sheep  died  for  want  of  fodder.  Crops,  however,  were  not  quite 
destroyed,  and  the  splendid  harvest  weather  in  July  and  August  did 
much  to  recover  them,  and  those  that  were  saved  were  exceptionally 
fine  in  some  parts,  the  threshing  yard  having  produced  16  pecks  from 

Wheat  and       each  sheaf  of  wheat  and  25  from  a  sheaf  of  rye.     It  was  seen,  however, 

^y^*  that  an  abundant  harvest  was  out  of  the  question,  and  that  an  extensive 

importation  of  cereals  would  become  necessary  from  abroad.  All  the 
wheat  grown  during  the  year  has  been  already  consumed,  and  36,000 
tons  approximately  of  wheat  have  been  imported. 

It  is  said  that  new  plantations  of  vines  and  fruit  trees,  if  the  land 
on  which  they  are  planted  has  hitherto  been  free  from  payment  on 
account  of  its  sterility,  will  enjoy  an  immunity  from  taxes  for  several 

Fruit  harvest,  years ;  also  those  lands  reduced  to  cultivation  and  pasture  under  similar 
circumstances.  There  is  a  Catalan  proverb  which  says,  ''  Cuando 
Marzo  mayase,  Mayo  marzase  "  (when  March  resembles  Mav,  May  will 
resemble  March);  yet  March  was  an  extremely  severe  month,  and  May 
was  not  unlike  March.  The  fruit  harvest  has  been  meagre,  and  will  t>e 
much  below  the  average,  but  the  crops  of  algarrobas  and  olives  suffered 
Jess  than  might  have  been  expected. 

NAVioATioiir.AHD  Shipping. 

The  following  tables  show  the  return  of  shipping  of  all  nations 
which  entered  at  and  cleared  from  the  port  of  Barcelona  during  the 
year  1885  :— 
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Bbtubv  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Barcelona  in  the  Yeiir  1885. 


SaOlDg.  ' 

Steam. 

Total. 

NfttfontUtj. 

Number  of 
Yeeiele. 

Tooa. 

Number  of 

Veiicta. 

Torn. 

Number  of 
VesMla. 

Torn. 

Brltiih...       ^ 

21 

8,988 

275 

289.479 

296 

248,412 

gpaniib         

French...       ... 

1,68» 
15 

1,662 

1,516 
179 

1.285,897 
140,194 

8,206 
194 

1,866.986 
141,866 

ItallMi ^ 

19S 

46,704 

87 

40,608 

280 

87,807 

0«niMn         ... 

S 

1,620 

67 

44,017 

60 

46,687 

Bonregian  and  Sw«- 

dtah ^ 

15 

6,679 

69 

86,711 
8,84? 

84 

42.390 

BoMiaii         

21 

10,969 

2 

28 

14,816 

Greek « 

26 

7,400 

10 

7,676 

86 

14.976 

Austrian       

10 

8,086 

11 

8,618 

21 

11,648 

DMdsh          ...       ... 

7 

1804 

17 

18.779 

24 

16,088 

PortogiMBe    ...       ... 

18 

1,460 

.•• 

... 

18 

^»1S 

United  States...       ... 

1 

800 

... 

.M 

1 

800 

HonaQd         .„       ... 

M. 

1 

866 

1 

866 

Belgian         ...       ... 

1 

849 

••. 

... 

1 

849 

Mexican        

1 

867 

... 

- 

1 

867 

Total,  1885 

2,016 

221,261 

2,174 

1.769,982 

4,190 

;»?;»!!! 

..    1884        ... 

2,180 

801,678 

1,486 

1,642,666 

8.616 

1,844,248 

Cl 

■ABSD. 

Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British          

21 

8.988 

270 

224,249 

291 

288,182 

SpMiish         ...       ... 

1,761 

186,484 

1,619 

1,289,772 

8,280 

1,876,206 

French          ...       ». 

16 

1,662 

180 

149,776 

196 

151,488 

Italian...       ...       .. 

192 

46,888 

88 

88,194 

230 

84,527 

Qfirman         

8 

1,620 

67 

88,600 

60 

40,120 

Norwegian  and  Swe- 

dish   

18 

7,766 

69 

85,711 

87 

48.477 

Danish           

8 

1,887 

17 

13,779 

26 

15,116 

Bossian 

22 

12,608 

.•• 

... 

22 

12.508 

Greek  ... 

20 

6,878 

11 

7,282 

81 

18,660 

Austrian 

10 

8.085 

11 

8,966 

21 

11,991 

Portuguese    ... 

14 

1,686 

•M 

... 

14 

1,686 

United  States... 

1 

800 

... 

... 

1 

800 

Holland         

... 

1 

866 

1 

866 

BelKlM          

1 

849 

1 

849 

Total,  1885 

2,086 

226.286 

2.178 

1.787,186 

4,269 

1,985,421 

„     1884        ... 

2,168 

862,120 

1,488 

1,494,241 

8,666 

1,846,861 

The  above  returns  show  a  large  increase  in  the  arrival  of  vessels  in  Navigation. 
1885  over  that  in  1884,  bat  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  activity  of  the 
Spanish  coasting  and  colonial  trade,  and  not  to  the  increase  in  foreign 
or  British  vesseTs,  with  the  exception  of  Italy.  As  regards  the  arrival 
of  British  vessels,  a  decrease  of  26  or  11,898  tons  is  shown  in  1885  as 
compared  with  1884.  England,  however,  still  holds  the  first  place  with 
the  exception  of  Spain  in  the  navigation. 

A  new  line  of  monthly  steamers  has  been  established  to  run  between 
Barcelona,  Puerto  Bico,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The    next  tables  show  the  returns    of   imports  and   exports  at 
Barcelona  during  the  years  1885  and  1884: — 
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SPiiir. 


Bbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Barcelona  during  the 

Tear  1885. 


ArUdes. 


Algarrobas 
Animals 


Aniseed 

Boots,  shoei^  Sec, 

Bricks  ..         ..  | 

Cement  and  lime 

Ohemicals,  drags,  &o.  | 

Coal,  coke,  &c. . . 
Oopperas 
Cotton  (raw)     .. 
Cotton  goods    . 

Ciystal,  &c. 

Dried  frnit       • 

Flonr,  meal,  Ac 

Famitare,  &c 

Grain  and  seed,  &c. — 

Wheat 

Barley 

Beans,    maize,    and 
garbaozos  .. 

Linseed  and  others  . . 
Q-iumo  ..        .. 
Groceries — 

Candies         •  • 

Cheese 

Cocoa. 

Coffee 

Sugar 


Tallow,  lard,  kc 

Salt   •• 

Tea    •• 

Soap  .. 

Spices 

Starch  •  • 

Hardware  •  • 
Hemp  •  •  •  • 
Hides,  skins,  &c. 


Indigo    .  • 

Jnte 

Metals— 
Mineral  ore 
Iron  (raw) 


plates,  tubes,  ice, 
(pig)     .. 
hoops   .. 


Lead 

^^     (Pi«) 
Copper 


Tons 
CatUe 
Pigs 
Sheep 
Sacks     , 
Bales 
Barrels  , 
Cases     . 
Barrels  . 

Bales  . 
Tons  , 
Barrels  . 
Bales     , 

Crates  . 
Cases  , 
Cwta.  . 
Barrels  . 
Sacks  . 
Cases 

Tons     < 


Sacks  . 
Tons 

Boxes  , 
Barrels  . 
Bags 


Barrels . 
Bags      . 
Barrels. 
Tons 
Boxes    . 


Bales  .. 
Casks  .. 
Packages 
Bales     .. 


Sacks  . 
Bales     . 

Tons     • 

i>  • 
Packages 
Pieces   • 

Bundles, 
Tons  • 
Pieces  . 
Tons      . 


1886. 


Quantity. 


1^657 

6,864 

19,855 

108,661 

2,427 

8,681 

116,788 

60,810 

62,666 

838,206 

6,627 

118,660 

14,160 

11,278 

19,849 

89,169 

1,688 

86,000 
48,000 

47,800 
11,991 
16,721 

2,660 

1,860 

9,860 

21,888 

28,378 

172,000 

7,277 

9,960 

900 

9,800 

1,780 

5,065 

8,776 

22,012 

10,866 

1,177 
28,888 

14,804 

83,600 

99,800 

26,460 

60,821 

7,660 

2,660 

7.900 

4,649 


Value. 


£ 

61,620 

881,840 

77,420 

100,000 

3,897 

4,700 


128,206 


849,866 

18,264 

1,127,710 

104!,808 


28,000 
21,200 


418,000 
180,000 

266,000 
28,982 
16,0(i0 

26,721 
14,621 
87,111 
76,620 

888,660 

48,662 

16,000 

6,800 

6,900 

6,840 

82,200 

60,700 
27,622 

8,581 
47,270 


388,190 

161,900 

146,600 

46,600 

80,720 

94,800 

190,600 


1884. 


Quantity. 


Unknown 

6,166 

Unknown 


20,826 

866,848 

Unknown 

224,016 

2,607 

966 

Unknown 

1,444 

Unknown 
81,100 

Unknown 


ft 


r      9,642 
L    tons 
Unknown 


8,880 
8,880 
61,600 
cwts. 
Unknown 


17,684 
Unknown 


Value. 


£ 
810,842 


867,170 

2,428,665 
25,070 

7,558 


78,566 
89*6*,040 


54,841 


10,666 
188,661 


42,688 
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BirmtK  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Barcelona  during  the 
Year  1885 — continued. 


Articles. 


Metals^coiitinned. 
Machinerj..         ..  i 

Machines  (sewing)   . . 

Steel  (bars)    .. 
„    springs,  wheels, 
Ac 

Hallway  materials    .. 

Solder 

Wire..         ..         I 

Tin        

Harble,  stone  . . 

Oil,  mineral     .  •         | 
„    regetable  ..         | 

n      fish.*  ••  •• 

Linen  goods,  thread,  &c 
Paper,  cardboard,  Ac .. . 

Pitch 

Poultiy 

Pepper,  rke,  ^. 
Saltfish 


{ 


Sardines.. 

Silk 

Spirits,  drinks,  Ac.      j 

Beer 

Wine 


LiqoeQrs 
Specie   • . 
Staves   .. 
Sulphur.. 


Tir 
Tobacco. , 

Vegetables  (fresh) 

Wax      .. 
Woods  (tinted).. 

Timlier  (standards) 

„     (deals) 
Wool  (raw) 
Woollens 
Zinc 
Other  articles   .. 


{ 


Pieces   •• 
Packages 


Packages 
Tons  . 
Bolls  . 
Packages 
Boxes  . 
Tons  . 
Barrels  . 
Boxes  . 
Barrels  . 
Boxes  . 
Cases  . 
Bales     . 

n  • 

Tons      . 
Crates    . 
Bags 
Tons      . 
Barrels  . 
Bales     . 
Barrels  . 
Packages 
Barrels 
Boxes 
Casks 
Barrels 
Boxes 


Tons 
Bags  . 
Barrels  , 
Boxes 
Bales  , 
Baskets 
Barrels 


Bales 
Boxes 


1880. 


Quantity. 


15,800 

1,870 
8,700 

7,880 

17,900 

150 

24,690 

6,800 
8,700 

89,770 

25,760 

1,850 

8,120 
18,986 
11,764 

8,720 
81,000 

4,726 

145,860 

100,000 
100 

862,960 

1,286 

88,700 

2,700 


1,500,000 

5,511 

4,044 

2,400 

28,200 

I    19,977 

2,950 

10,429 

81,880 
1,100 
1,448 
1,700 


Value. 


5,610 
55,900 

15',000 

142,780 

4,725 
17,388 

60,000 

108,040 

1,800 
81,200 

4,181 

8,600 

100,000 

182,000 

898,800 

140,000 
298,111 

778,720 

4,458 

60,660 

5,400 

2,000 

80,000 

92,000 

71,426 

60,000 

6,400 

44,250 
125,927 

117,479 

7,900 
85,000 
14,400 

4,800 
292,730 


1884. 


Quantity. 


21,479 
tons 


Unknown 


4,416 
r  6,680 
I     tons 

Unknown 


1,555 

4,680 

Unknown 

4^3  80 
182,100 


188 

1,987,561 
gallons 


6,681 
tons 

1,750 

990 


Value. 


Unknown 

8!986 
98,880 

Unknown 

15,'550 

28,400 

Unknown 


417,801 


824,520 
878,111 


94,685 


112,884 
9,900 

22*9,680 


Total  approximately  10,000,0002. 
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SPAIK. 


Beturk  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Barcelona  during  the 

Year  1885. 


Pipes     .. 

Bales     .. 

>»        •• 

Tons     • . 

•  • 

1886. 

1884. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wines 

Cotton  goods. . 

Cloth  and  woollens 

Sandals 

Dried  proyisions 

Saffron 

Other  articles 

246,047 

49,878 

26,766 

4,970 

2,788 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

1,154,105 

498,780 

267,660 

24,850 

6,676 

60,270 

290,654 

67,800 

89,777 

6,000 

1,700 

760 

•  • 

£ 

1,617,740 

578,000 

797,770 

26,000 

8,400 

8.760 

49,418 

British  coal« 


Metals  from 
England. 


Coal  from 
England. 

Cotton. 

Jute. 

MeUls. 

Timber. 

Cotton. 

Arerage 

prices. 


Tbade. 

From  the  above  table  of  imports  ifc  would  appear  that  that  part  of 
the  trade  of  thia  port  in  1885  greatly  exceeded  in  articles,  volume,  and 
value  that  of  the  trade  in  1884,  but  the  absence  of  statistics  at  the 
Consulate  in  1884  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  correct  table  for 
that  year,  and  it  has  been  witn  exceeding  difficulty  and  trouble  that  I 
have  been  enabled  during  1885  to  coUect  from  numerous  sources 
accurate  details  of  the  imports  and  exports  at  this  port,  but  as  the 
statistics  of  shipping,  which  are  correct,  show  a  decline  in  the  tonnage, 
except  Spanish,  one  must  conclude  that  the  volume  of  the  import  trfuie 
in  1885  has  been,  in  reality,  less  than  in  1884.  The  British  coal  trade 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  branch  of  business  at  this  port,  and  in 
1885  it  has  fairly  maintained  its  standing  from  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
spite  of  unproductive  prices,  speculation,  and  competition,  with  France 
and  Italy,  whence  large  amounts  of  coal,  coke,  and  charcoal  have  been 
imported  during  the  year  by  land  and  sea.  The  other  important  articles 
of  import  from  Great  Britain  have  been,  as  in  former  years,  iron,  pig 
and  in  bars,  railway  materials,  iron  plates  and  tubes,  &c.,and  machinery, 
the  bulk  of  the  articles  of  lesser  importance  having  been  made  up  of 
drugs  and  chemicals,  pitch,  bricks,  stationery,  and  some  dry  goods ;  these 
were  of  less  volume  and  value  in  1885  than  in  1884. 

The  amount  of  coal  imported  from  England  in  British  bottoms  was 
802,500  tons,  and  the  value  of  the  general  cargoes  from  England  was 
but  two-thirds  that  of  the  same  in  188^ ;  only  8,400  bales  of  raw  cotton 
were  imported  in  British  bottoms  from  the  United  States  and  India, 
ngainst  57,814  in  1884.  The  quantity  of  jute  brought  from  Calcutta 
increased  in  1885,  having  been  21,834  against  9,637  in  1884. 

The  estimated  value  of  iron,  machinery,  wire,  &c.,  brought  in 
British  bottoms  in  1885  was  84,780/.  Only  760  standards  of  deals, 
valuing  9,180/.,  were  imported  in  British  bottoms  during  1885,  against 
8,004  in  1884. 

During  the  year  the  average  prices  of  cotton  were  as  follows : — 

Pesetas  the  cwt 

United  States        67  to  78*50 

Pemambnco  70       73 

Levant        60        64*60 

India  61        64 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  jear  1885  the  cotton  market  was  remark- 
ably dull,  stocks  being  very  large,  but  as  time  proceeded  they  were 
drawn  upon  for  consumption,  and  prices  were  well  sustained.  The  news 
of  the  threatened  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  England  and  Bossia 
had  an  effect  on  it,  and  by  the  end  of  April  154,685  bales  were  sold, 
the  number  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1884  having  been  114,650 
bales,  but  the  effects  caused  by  the  rumours  of  cholera  spreading  over 
Spain  began  to  be  felt,  and  the  industry  from  the  month  of  June  was 
paralysed  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

lliere  is  no  doubt  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  importation  Spirits, 
of  vegetable  spirit  during  the  year  1885,  especially  that  from  Sweden 
and  ^Norway,  which  has  done  some  injury  to  the  hitherto  active  German 
spirit  trade.  The  bulk  of  spirit  was  brought  from  Germany,  Sweden, 
and  l^elgium,  and  prices  seem  to  have  been  well  sustained  during  the 
year,  having  been  for  Swedish,  at  85  degrees,  66  dol.  the  pipe  of  516 
litres,  and  for  German  and  Belgian  08  dol.  Business  was  very  languid 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  importation  of  metals,  raw  and  manufactured,  from  England  in  Metils 
1885  was  not  insignificant,  but  was  less  in  volume  than  that  imported  imported  firom 
in  1884,  but  important  quantities  were  brought  from  Germany,  France,  Bngland. 
and  Belgium. 

The  importation  of  calicoes  has  been  only  sufficient  for  home  con-  Callooea. 
sumption  ;  the  total  value  of  cargoes  brought  in  British  bottoms  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  foreign  countries  to  Barcelona  during  the 
year  was  987,0581.,  much  under  that  in  1884. 

The  prices  of  daily  provisions  have  not  materially  increased,  except  Domestio 
during  the  time  of  the  epidemic,  in  spite  of  the  agricultural  depression,  living, 
when  pork  was  forbidden  to  be  sold,  as  well  as  other  injurious  eatables. 

The  importation  of  live  stock  has  presented  a  salient  feature  in  the  Lire  stock  and 
imports  of  the  year  from  Barbary  and  Algiers  ;  and  large  quantities  of  cereals  im- 
barley,  maize,  garbanzos,  pulse,  and  beans  were  brought  from  Marocco  ported, 
and  the  Levant. 

The  importation  of  salt  fish,  another  very  important  article  of  g^]^  ^^ 
general  consumption  in  this  dislrict,  was  on  an  equal  scale  with  the 
importation  of  1884.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  prices  were  feeble, 
but  gradually  became  good  and  firm  from  Norway  and  Sweden  at  36 
pesetas  the  cwt.,  the  superior  called  Llibra  at  43  pesetas,  and  the  French 
at  33  pesetas.  The  stock  of  salt  fish,  bacal&o,  conger,  sardines  in 
barrel,  &c.,  is  seldom  large,  the  demand  being  universal.  The  markets, 
however,  at  the  end  of  autumn,  owing  to  the  calamitous  prevalence  of 
cholera,  became  slightly  overladen. 

Drugs  and  chemical  productions  arrived  in  the  usual  large  quantities,  Drags  and 
but  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  details  of  the  value  of  these  articles,  or  ehemicals. 
which  particular  ones  have  increased  or  decreased,  or  their  prices.    The 
trade  in  these  articles  is  with  England,  France,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 
There  was  an  increase,  however,  on  the  importation  of  chloride  ot  lime 
and  other  disinfectants,  which  were  largely  used  during  the  epidemic. 

The  importation  of  hides  and  skins  has  decreased  in  comparison  Hides, 
with  1884.    They  were  imported  from  South  America  and  the  Philip- 
pines, and  various  purchases  were  made  in  the  Bordeaux  market :  average 
price  from  Buenos  Ayres  was  41  Catalan  pounds  (3  pesetas  each)  the 
cwt.    The  demand  was  limited  throughout  the  year. 

As  regards  sugar,  cofiee,  cocoa,  and  other  products  of  the  Spanish  Colonials, 
colonies,  the  importation  was  apparently  greater  than  in  1884,  having 
arrived  mostly,  if  not  all,  in  Spanish  bottoms,  but  business  in  colonials 
was  generally  dull,  though  some  good  sales  at  one  time  were  made  in 
sugar  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  beetroot  crops.    The  trade  in  olive  ^^^  <>il- 
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BTAm. 


Dried  fruit. 

Corn,  seeds, 
rice,&c. 

Timber. 

Tinted  woods. 

Paper. 
Wine. 


Plagues  of 
wine  crops. 


Wax. 


Spanish 
sbippinc:. 


Exports. 


oil,  mostlj  of  the  oountry,  and  from  the  Balearic  Isles,  was  dull  daring 
the  year,  and  the  oil  is  declared  of  inferior  quality.  In  algarrobas  busineisa 
was  not  bad,  as  arrivals  and  sales  were  large  and  profitable  throughout 
the  year. 

In  dried  fruits  (raisins  and  almonds)  a  good  business  was  done, 
prices  being  maintained  at,  for  foreign,  16  to  18  pesetas  per  cwt. 

In  corn,  seeds,  and  rice  the  demand  was  active,  especially  at  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  but  the  volume  imported  did  not  exceed  that  in 
1884,  though  I  am  not  able  to  show  it. 

Timber. — ^Large  quantities  of  this  article,  as  well  as  of  campeachy  and 
other  tinted  woods,  were  imported,  as  a  great  deal  of  building  is  being 
proceeded  with  at  Barcelona.  The  cargoes  of  timber  were  brought 
from  Eussia,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  and  the  tinted  woods  from  the 
Spanish  colonies.     Large  quantities  of  staves  were  also  imported. 

Paper,  cardboard,  and  pulp  for  making  cardboard,  seem  to  have  been 
imported  in  larger  quantities  than  in  1884. 

Wine. — Large  quantities  of  wines  are  prepared  in  Cataluna  for 
despatch  to  Cuba,  Philippine  Islands,  and  South  America  every  year,  the 
average  prices  having  oeen  to  Cuba  33  dol.,  and  to  South  America 
36  dol.  the  Catalan  pipe ;  but,  at  the  fall  of  the  year,  the  prices  for 
superior  wines  reached  a  height  never  before  known.  The  superior 
black  wines  for  exportation  were  much  in  demand,  but  for  inferior 
sorts  there  was  scarcely  any.  Superior  wines,  however,  were  getting 
scarce,  and  proprietors  were  in  no  hurry  to  sell,  knowing  the  meagre- 
ness  of  the  harvest.  Bitter  complaints  were  heard  at  the  ravages  of 
the  mildew  and  Phylloxera  on  the  vine  crops  in  some  of  the  most 
important  districts,  and  unhappily  science  does  not  appear  to  have 
discovered  yet  a  remedy  against  these  pernicious  evils.  Intelligent 
persons  occupy  themselves  in  the  study  of  this  question,  but  no 
desirable  result  is  obtained  by  proprietors,  who  essay  specifics;  and 
the  inevitable  destruction  of  the  vines  seems  to  be  certain,  unless  some 
unexpected  discovery  is  made,  taking  into  consideration  the  labour  and 
cost  which  the  application  of  insecticides  would  exact  in  such  exten- 
sive vineyards  as  those  of  Catalufia,  and  the  evil  is  considered  little  less 
than  incurable  by  the  majority  of  vine  growers. 

Wax. — Some  parcels  were  received  from  St.  Domingo  and  the  Habana, 
and  sold  at  27  dol.  the  cwt.,  but  subsequently  large  quantities  were  sold 
at  very  low  prices. 

An  increased  activity  is  observed  in  the  employment  of  Spanish 
vessels  over  that  of  1884,  bringing  cargoes  of  coal,  coke,  and  mineral  ore 
from  England  and  Bilbao,  and  colonials  from  Cuba  and  Puerto  Bdco ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  colonial  and  coasting  trades  appear  to  have  increased 
during  the  year.  The  importation  of  ^in  and  seed  decreased  as 
compared  with  1884,  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  repeat  that,  owing  to  the 
deficient  harvest,  a  pressing  necessity  is  felt  tor  the  importation  of 
com. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  were  as  usual  insignificant,  though 
slightljr  over  those  of  1884,  and  the  majority  of  British  steamers  cleared 
hence,  in  ballast,  for  Valencia,  Alicante,  and  other  ports  on  the  coast  in 
search  of  cargoes;  some  taking  wine  hence  to  South  America  and 
France,  the  value  being  154,105^.  in  1885,  against  48,424/.  m  1884. 
The  regular  lines  of  foreign  steamers  plying  between  this  port  and  ports 
in  North  Germany,  Denmark,  and  Norway  have  maintained  their 
voyages,  but  it  is  difiicult  to  see  how  they  are  able  to  find  return 
cargoes,  seeing  the  difiiculty  which  British  vessels  have  to  contend  with 
in  that  respect. 
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The  exportation  to  France  in  1885  across  the  frontier  shows  an  Exportation 
increase  over  the  year  188*,  the  goods  being  chiefly  wine,  fruit,  and  to  France  by 
vegetables,  which  amounted  in  weight  to  160,626  tons  against  152,610  land, 
tons  in  1884 ;  and  that  of  the  importations  by  tho  same  route,  con- 
sisting in  acids,  drugs,  coal,  comestibles,  textiles,  machinery,  and  empty 
casks,  amounted  to  120,029  tons,  agaiust  123,802  tons  in  1884     The  importations 
extraction  of  wine  to  Prance  by  rail  continued  on  the  usually  extensive  from  France 
scale,  the  prices  having  been  Jiigh.    Many  cargoes  of  French  froods,  by  land, 
such  as  furniture,  crystal,  and  glass,  fancy  articles  for  ornament  and 
use,  salt  fish,  hemp,  and  machinery  have  been  imported  during  the  year, 
as  well  as  considerable  quantities  of  poultry. 

Passenger  railway  profits  on  the  Barcelona,  Tarragona,  and  Bailways. 
French  Une  have  decreased,  the  receipts  in  1885  being  13,744,970 
pesetas,  against  14,133,386  pesetas  in  1884.  This  decrease  may  be 
attributed  to  the  general  depression  in  all  industries,  for  when  they 
become  paralysed  there  can  be  no  sale  or  circulation,  and  consequently 
railway  traffic  suffers.  The  shares  on  this  line  are  reported  to  have 
increased  from  91  pesetas  86  c.  to  94  pesetas.  During  the  year  1886, 
180,100  tons  of  wine  were  sent  overtthe  frontier  to  France.  The 
small  line  from  Barcelona  to  San  Juan  de  las  Abadesas  has  extended 
its  lines  during  the  year,  and  as  an  enterprise  is  successful.  It  is 
expected  that  the  line  will  soon  be  completed,  and  coal  from  the  mines  . 

brought  to  Barcelona  for  industrial  purposes,  which  will  thus  cause  a  ^^"^^^ 
competition  with  the  British  coal  trade.    The  receipts  on  this  line  ^^^ij^ 
increase  yearly. 

Saititabt. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  town  and  suburbs  of  Barcelona  in  1886  Health  of 
has  not  been  satisfactory.    During  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  ^^^  ^^ 
September,  the  hot  months,  there  occurred  in  1885  8,448  deaths  of  all  Barcelona, 
diseases,  whilst  in  1884,  in  the  corresponding  period,  there  were  only 
2,060,  and  in  1883  1,87^  deaths.     There  was  an  outbreak  of  cholera  in 
Both  1884  and  1885,  and  the  mortality  in  the  latter  year  from  that 
disease  was  1,318.     Small-pox  and   diphtheria  also  prevailed  to  an 
akrming  extent,  and  many  children  were  carried  off  by  these  diseases. 

Cattle  Pulgub. 

Although  an  unusually  large  amount  of  cattle  and  other  live  stock  was  Cattle  plague, 
imported  nt  this  port  durine  the  year,  there  has  been  no  single  case  of 
cattle  plague  or  other  notable  disease  among  arrivals  in  this  Consular 
district. 

PtTBLIO  WOBKS. 

The  only  public  works  which  have  progressed  during  the  year  1885  Pnblic  works, 
were  those  of  dredging  the  port,  making  preparations  for  extending  a 
line  of  railway  along  tl^  whole  length  of  the  western  quays  and  wharves, 
the  completion  of  certain  transversal  moles,  and  the  fixing  of  hydraulic 
cranes.  The  establishment  of  the  electric  light  has  been  made  with 
success  on  the  Bambla  and  other  public  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  the 
cost  of  lighting  being  220  pesetas  per  night,  against  61  pesetas  ibr  the 
Lebon  gas  hitherto  used  and  still  in  use. 

Baitks. 

An  agency  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Spain  and  England  Limited  has  Bnglishbank. 
been  estahlished  at  Barcelona,  with  the  object  of  facilitating  commercial 
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Exhibitions. 


Trade. 


Codfish. 


Spirits. 

Wino. 

Lead. 


operations  between  Spain  and  Foreign  countries,  and  to  assist  in  open- 
ine  out  tbe  exportation  of  tbe  productions  of  Spain,  and  of  facilitating 
all  kinds  of  banking  and  commercial  operations. 

Exhibitions. 

An  international  exhibition  is  to  be  held  at  Barcelona  in  May  of  1887 
for  the  encouragement  of  industry,  agriculture,  and  the  fine  arts.  At 
Sarag08sa  the  exhibition  of  this  year  had  1,000  Spanish  and  800  foreign 
exhibitors. 

Alioaktb. 

From  Alicante  the  Vice-Consul  reports  that  trade  was  greatly 
afiected  by  the  cholera  epidemic,  and  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September  especially,  all  business  was  completely  paralysed. 

There,  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  importation  of  dried  cod- 
fish, of  which  about  seven-eighths  of  the  total  quantity  is  British  cure, 
and  the  remainder  Norwegian.  This  may  to  a  great  extent  be  attri- 
buted to  the  immense  injury  done  to  the  important  trade  with  New- 
foundland by  French  cured  fish,  also  caught  in  Newfoundland  by 
French  fishers,  shipped  to  France  in  yearly  increasing  quantities, 
whence  it  is  re-exported  to  Spain,  and  entering  the  country  at  favoured 
nation  cheaper  duties,  still  further  aided  by  enormous  bounty  paid  by 
the  French  Government,  competes  so  successfully  against  British  staples 
that  maoy  important  inland  markets  have  become  quite  closed  to  the 
British  produce. 

An  increase  is  noticeable  in  the  importation  of  German  manufactured 
spirits  for  strengthening  wines. 

The  exportation  of  wine  from  Alicante,  almost  exclusively  to  France, 
shows  an  enormous  increase  in  1885  over  1881  of  about  50  per  cent., 
and  the  value  has  also  been  higher,  and  the  quantity  of  lead  shipped  m> 
England  and  France  in  1885  was  about  double  that  shipped  in  1884u 


Bbttjbk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Alicante  in  the  Year  1885. 


Nationality. 

Tessels. 

Tonnage. 

BritUh        

Spanish 

„        (coasting) 

French        

Swedish  and  Norwegian   •. 

Italian        

German 

Other  eonntries     •• 

120 
164 

i,oao 

98 
64 
28 
14 
28 

64,427 

65,782 

844»552 

54,484 

88,958 

6,846 

8,086 

18,102 

Total 

„    in  1884 

1,541 
1,658 

590,687 
654»708 
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BxTUBK  of  Principal  Articles  of  Bxport  from  Alicante  daring  the 

Tear  1885. 


Sheet 
Tom  •• 

„     •  •        •  • 

„     •  • 

M         ••                •• 
9t        •• 

1885. 

1884. 

AfUclea. 

Qotntity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Talne. 

Wine 

Letd 

Old  railway  iron 
liquorice  root.. 
Almonds 

954,000 

22,600 

1,200 

8,800 

900 

560 

£ 

1,800,000 

290,000 

18,000 

9,000 

11,000 

40,000 

620,000 
9,800 
1,100 
8,000 
1,000 
400 

£ 

750,000 

120,000 

16,000 

8.000 

11,600 

80,000 

Betub>'  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Alicante  during  the 
Year  1885. 


Artidei. 


CoaU 

Bailway  material 
Tobaceo  •• 

Dried  codfish  •• 

Jnte 

EapartograsB  .. 

Sugar    

Peiroleom 
Timber 
Stavee  .. 

Spirit  for  strengthening 
wines 


Tons 


Boxes.  • 
Barrels 
Cable  metres. 
Pieces 
Hectolitres  • 


1885. 


Quantity. 


Tona 

21,000 

26,500 

2,800 

4,600 

800 

1,200 

1,000 

280,0001 

17,000/ 

14,500 

885,000 

17,000 


Yalne. 


£ 

9,500 

140,000 

190,000 

80.000 

12,000 

6,000 

80.000 

145,000 

82,500 
88,000 
45,000 


1884. 


Qoantity. 


Tons. 

24.000 

85.800 

8,400 

6,700 

870 

1,700 

1,600 

262,000  1 

15,000/ 

9,400 

900,000 

11,000 


Yalne. 

£ 

10,500 

180,000 

288,000 

120,000 

18,000 

9,000 

46,000 

140,000 

21,000 
86.000 
28,000 


Dekta. 

The  imports  at  Denia  during  the  year  1885  consisted  of  wheat,  Imports, 
guano,  timber,  coal,  and  sulphur  from  Spanish  and  foreign  ports,  of  a 
total  value,  approximately,  of  (50,000/. 

The  exports  were  chiefly  of  raisins,  grapes,  and  oranges.    The  raisins  Exports, 
are  shipped  to  England,  Canada,  and  the  XJnited  States  of  America.  Orapes  snd 
The  ^nes  and  oranges,  gathered  in  limited  quantities,  are  shipped  oranges, 
principally  to  England.    The  crop  of  raisins  in  1885  was  below  the  Bsisins. 
average,  it  haring  reached  only  410,000  quintals,  or  about  20,500  tons, 
of  which 

£ 

6,000  tons  were  shipped  to  England  in  British  bottoms,  yalne  abont        156,800 

7,000  tons  to  England  in  Spanish  Tessels,  snd  vslue         . .        • .        177,400 


18,000 
7,500  tons  to  United  States  in  British  Tessels,  Talne 


884,200 
188,400 

522,600 


20,500  tons,  Talne  to.b •• 

During  the  year  1885,  owing  probably  to  the  excessi?e  humidity,  the  Health  of 
Tine  trees  in  general  were  not  so  yigorous  and  healthy  as  heretofore;  ^^T*'^ 
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and  it  is  perccired  that  the  crop,  especially  in  the  old  district  nearest 
the  town,  does  not  augment,  and  the  disease  in  the  vines  seems  on  the 
increase  than  otherwise. 
Pnblic  works.  At  present  some  grappling  dredges  are  employed  in  deepening  the 
port,  but  the  machinery  is  not  suitable,  and  the  work  is  goins:  on  slowly 
and  imperfectly;  and  under  such  a  system  the  object  will  never  be 
attainea. 

Setubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Denia  in  the  Year  1885. 

Emtosd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatioiukUt7. 

KnmbOT  of 
Yesseli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British          

Spaoish          

Norwegian    .^ 

Oerman         

Fronch..*       ...       .„ 
Italian 

"5 
2 

1,'596 
3,482 

686 
404 

62 

4 
2 

48,467 

i.'jibs 

1,086 

62 
24 
11 
2 
6 
2 

48,467 

1.696 

4,880 

J, 086 

686 

404 

Total       ...       „. 

88 

6,017 

68 

46,941 

106 

61,96S 

CUAKD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British          

Spanish         

Gennan         

French 

Italian 

"i 

6 

"7 
2 

M4 

1,722 

668 
404 

62 
81 
6 
2 

48,467 

20,000 

2,768 

1,086 

62 
86 
11 
2 
7 
2 

48,467 

20,844 

4.480 

1,086 

668 

404 

Total       ...       ... 

19 

8,128 

101 

67,801 

120 

70,429 

NsYigaiion. 


Salt 


TOBSBVIXJA. 

At  this  small  port  during  the  year  1885  but  four  British  vessels 
entered  and  cleared  of  a  total  tonnage  of  1,031.  These  entered  in  ballast 
and  departed  with  cargoes  of  salt  for  other  ports  of  Spain,  value  ap- 
proximately 600/.  Of  foreign  vessels  there  were  43  of  a  total  tonnage 
of  17,841  tons.  All  arrived  in  ballast  and  cleared  iivdtli  partial  cargoes 
of  salt  of  a  total  value  of  9,834/. 


Jab^a.. 

At  this  port  but  23  foreign  vessels  entered,  and  138  Spanish  coasting 
vessels  of  a  total  tonnage  of  19,388  tons.  The  cargoes  brougnt  con- 
sisted of  wheat,  flour,  cement,  and  algarrobas,  of  a  total  weight  of 
3,334  tons,  from  France  and  Algiers  ;  and  the  cargoes  taken  of  raisins, 
orflnp:es,  and  nuts  of  only  1,415  tons  weight  to  England,  France,  and 
the  United  States. 

CropofndaUks        Owing  to  the  meagre  crop  of  raisins  and  the  sanitary  circuinstances 

and  fraiU        of  the  port  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  which  prevented  arrivals 

from  Denia,  the  exportation  of  this  fruit  has  been  much  less  than 

anticipated.    For  want  of  purchasers  the  oranges,  for  the  most  part, 

remain  unplucked,  which  also  accounts  for  the  reduced  exportatiout 


Navigation. 

Imports. 

Exports. 
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Altea. 


At  this  small  port  but  two  British  steam  vessels  entered  during  the  NaTigaiion, 
year  1885,  totnl  tonnage  1,511  tons,  for  other  ports  on  the  coast,  which 
departed  with  16,285  boxes  of  raisins  for  London. 

The  exports  in  small  foreign  vessels  consisted  of  wine  and  oranges 
to  France  and  raisins  to  England,  total  value  12,900/.     The  imports 
consisted  in  deals  from  Sweden,  wheat  from  Algiers,  guano  from  Peru,  imporla. 
salt  and  a  little  coal  and  flour  from  Spanish  ports,  total  value  10,520/. 

V1LT.A.KUITA. 

Bui  24  British  and  foreign  vessels  entered  this  insignidcant  port  Navigation, 
during  the  year  1885,  of  which  three  were  British,  with  a  total  tonnage 
of  1,785  tons,  bringing  cargoes  of  coal  from  the  United  Kingdom 
valuing  1,610/.:  these  departed  in  ballast.  Of  foreign  vessels  the 
total  tonnage  amounted  to  3,428  tons,  the  cargoes  consisting  of  coal 
and  charcoal  from  England  and  staves  from  Italy ;  total  value  of  cargoes 
13,340/.  All  of  these  vessels  departed  in  ballast  with  the  exception  of 
one  French  vessel  of  70  tons  with  wine  to  France.  Commercial  trans- 
actions at  V^illanueva  were  not  so  good  as  anticipated.  The  cholera 
epidemic  put  a  complete  stop  to  business  for  a  long  time  ;  most  of  the 
factories  were  put  at  half-time,  and  others  stopped  altogether,  causiog 
much  distress  among  the  poor.  The  wine  trade,  however,  improved,  and  Wine  trade, 
still  holds  its  price,  being  now  four  times  in  value  what  it  was  in  1879. 
The  agricultural  part  of  the  district  has  also  improved  on  account  of  the 
French  demand  for  wine. 

FALiLMOS. 

The  trade  at  this  small  port  has  been  principally  that  of  tiie  coast  Trade  and 
and  the  Spanish  colonics,  with  87  Spanish  steamen^  of  51,004  tons,  and  navigation. 
Ill  snmll  sailing  vessels  of  4,183  total  tonnage,  all  mostly  with  cargoes 
in  transit  from  Valencia  to  France ;  the  value  of  the  cargo  imported  Yaloes  of 
being  about  4,000/.,  and  that  exported  about  40,000/.  cargoes. 

The  foreign  trade  was  carried  on  with  92  steamers  of  51,662  tons,  poreign  trade, 
also  mostly  in  transit,  and  20  sailing  vessels  of  2,377  tons.     The  value 
of  tbe  cargoes  imported  was  about  16,000/.,  and  that  of  the  exported  YtXntB  of 
cargoes  about  80,000/.  oargoes. 

T<lRBAOOKX. 

From  Alicante  the  Vice-Consul  reports  as  follows : — 
The  wine  crop  was  rather  smaller  than  the  average ;  quality  was  Crops. 
exceptionally  good,  especially  in  the  higher-lyin^:  districts,  but  in  the 
lower  lands  the  vines  suffered  much  from  mildew,  which  it  would  appear  y^jQ^ 
is  not  sufficiently  guarded  against  by  growers,  and  has  made  itself  felt 
here  during  the  last  two  seasons  only.     Prices  paid  for  wines,  par-  ijap^pu  ^f 
ticttlarly  the  higher  grades,  were  higher  than  ever  before  known.    A  ^jne. 
special  feature  of  the  wine  trade  was  the  importation  from  France  of 
some  4,000  casks,  value  some  35,000/.     This  consists  in  part  of  artid- 
cially-coloured  Spanish  wines  returned  to  avoid  confiscation  by  the 
Customs ;  and  some  declare  these  wines  are   Italian,  -shipped  to  this 
country  in  bond  from  tbe  Midi,  and  subsequently  entered  as  Spanish 
wines  to  avail  of  some  lower  dutj.    In  many  instances  the  casks  were 
not  discharged  from  the  vessels  bringing  them. 

The  crop  of  hazelnuts  was  a  fair  one  as  regards  extent,  quality  Hazelnnts. 
being  rather  better  than  the  average.    Prices  have  ruled  low,  demand 
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Spirits. 

Braadstnffs. 
Shipping. 

Cholera. 

BailwajB. 


beio^  less  rather  than  wore  from  year  to  year.  Home  consamptioa 
has  been  interfered  with  by  imports  along  the  coast  from  Turkey. 

The  almond  crop  was  not  a  large  one,  and  quality  was  low,  but 
high  prices  ruled. 

In  imports  a  new  feature  was  the  arrival  of  large  parcels  of  spirits 
from  Sweden,  competing  with  those  of  Oerman  manufacture.  Gene- 
rally the  importation  of  spirits  has  been  exceptionally  large. 

Breadstuff's  were  imported  in  smaller  quantities  owing  to  the 
improved  home  crops. 

The  shipping  trade  was  much  hampered  by  the  unreasonable  quaran- 
tine regulations.  Goods  were  received  and  forwarded  to  a  very  unusual 
extent  bv  railway  to  the  detriment  of  shipping.  This  was  the  case 
principally  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  last  summer.  From  this 
cause  business  v^as  very  much  interfered  with,  all  those  who  could 
being  absent. 

The  railways  have  a  large  share  of  the  carrying  trade  even  in  normal 
times,  more  particularly  with  Prance.  Of  imports  and  exports  by 
railway  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  reliable  returns;  those  sent 
referring  only  to  movement  by  sea,  as  shown  in  the  Customs  returns. 


BsTUBir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Tarragona  in  the  Year  1885. 

ESTnXD. 


Nationalltj. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1,450 
11,293 
4,897 

2,174 

17,462 

919 

IJMS 
2,599 
2,662 
1,428 
702 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

British        

Spanish       

•French        

Swedish  and   Nor- 

wegian    

Italian        

Oerman      

Danish        

Austrian     

Greek          

Russian       

American 

Portoguese 

5 
120 

62 

d 

"i 

8 
6 
2 
6 

60 

326 

71 

76 

sS 

14 
6 
8 
1 

46.676 
168.698 
43,101 

89,789 

16,*i89 
11,999 
4,296 
2,098 
867 

66 
446 
128 

88 

66 

80 

14 

10 

11 

7 

2 

6 

47,126 
179,991 
47,498 

41,968 
17,462 
17,068 
11,999 
6,289 
4,697 
8,029 
1.428 
702 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

269 

47,074 

682 

888,168 

861 
829 

379,287 
866,129 

Clbabcd. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

British        

Spanish       

French        

Swedish  and  Nor^ 
wegian    .^ 

German      

lulian        

Danish 

Austrian     

Greek          

Bussian       

American    

Portuguese 

6 
128 
49 

8 
8 
64 

**4 

8 
6 
2 
6 

1,668 
11.086 
4,080 

2.828 

919 

16,268 

liiii 

2,699 

2,662 

1,428 

702 

68 
826 
71 

76 
27 

"14 
6 

8 
1 

M. 

44,189 
169,661 
48.101 

89,789 
16.189 

11,999 

4.296 

2.098 

867 

64 
448 
120 

84 
80 
64 
14 

11 

46.796 
180,687 
47,181 

42,617 
17.068 
16,268 
11.999 
6,847 
4,697 
8.029 
1,428 
702 

Total       M.       ... 

„     for  the  year 

preceding 

269 

46,771 

680 

881.479 

849 
888 

877,260 
870,674 
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Bbtubk  of  the  Principal  Artides  of  Export  from  Tarragona  during 
the  Tear  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

ArUclea. 

Qaantity. 

Value. 

Qaintity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Wine 

Pipes., 

122,240 

1,028,847 

111,760 

786,984 

Spirits  of  wine 

>»    •• 

5,400 

118,180 

4,810 

87.684 

Pilberto     .. 

Bi««.. 

62,880 

77,795 

70,693 

82.017 

Almonds    .. 

»l        •• 

26,268 

52,548 

24,700 

80,520 

Olive  oil    .. 

Pipes  . 
Bales.. 

590 

8,818 

781 

8,765 

Paper 

7,225 

4,904 

6,880 

8,842 

Liqaorice  root 

Tods  .. 

228 

2,620 

267 

2,930 

Other  articles 

•• 

•• 

1,821 

•• 

626 

Totals.  • 

•  • 

•• 

1,289,538 

•  • 

952,818 

BsTiTBir  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tarragona  during 
the  Year  1885. 


ArUdes. 

1885. 

1884. 

Casks.. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Spirits       .. 
Wheat,  h&rley,  and 

22,500 

£ 

829,861 

13,650 

£ 
214,795 

maize     . . 

Tons  .. 

26,900 

297,096 

29,806 

822,640 

Salt  fish     .. 

»»    •• 

8,420 

105,098 

4,170 

150,120 

Empty  casks         •  • 

•  • 

59,405 

59,405 

46,520 

46,520 

SUves 

Mil.    .. 

1,400 

62,600 

1,480 

56,700 

Wood  and  lumber. . 

.. 

•  • 

41,256 

.. 

34,670 

Wine 

Casks.. 

5,980 

41,180 

2,960 

28,680 

Iron  and  manufac- 

tures 

.. 

.. 

88,500 

. . 

66,760 

Coals  and  charcoal. . 

Tons  .. 

27.700 

88,191 

88,150 

42,615 

Sugar 

Cases.. 

8,040 

80,160 

4,120 

40,600 

Tobacco     .. 

»»     •  • 
Tons  .. 

8,036 
17 

}      26,640{ 

2,980 
13 

\    24,750 

Petroleum . . 

Barrels 
Cases  . 

1,700 
56,000 

}      26.560 1 

8,500 
62,000 

\    88,260 

Bice 

Bags.. 

18,900 

21,498 

11,500 

13,810 

Locust  beans 

Tons  .. 

2,090 

12,580 

50 

250 

Ouano 

n      •  • 

805 

10,702 

1,200 

16.110 

Fruits 

, , 

9,820 

•  • 

8,600 

Sulphur     .. 

Tons  .. 

1,690 

8,465 

8,400 

16,720 

Esparto      .. 
Other  articles 

•  • 

•  • 

8,245 
74,710 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9,676 
82,802 

Total 

1,287,012 

1,194^088 
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EETtTRN  •bowing:  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Tarragona,  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries,  during  the 
Tears  1884.  and  1885. 


Country. 

BzporlB. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

Great  Britain  ., 

Spain 

France 

River  Plate  and  Ecuador 
United  States  .. 
Germany 

Italy 

Sweden  and  Norway    • . 
Belgionx 

BoBsia 

Anstria 

Turkey.. 
Portugal 
Other  countries 

£ 

200,181 

128,924 

610,476 

220,972 

65,990 

84,830 

28,670 

6,600 

1,010 

•  • 

"2,380 

£ 

167,488 

117,859 

422,012 

156,297 

81,438 

86,024 

16,230 

8,680 

980 

'l,860 

£ 

69,278 

198,456 

189,676 

46,561 
801,894 

47,901 

102,870 

9,988 

266,228 

16,180 

4,581 

■  • 

£ 

62.885 

200,716 

208,488 

4i496 
214,677 
61,920 
62,904 
18,868 
809,070 
10,468 
12,152 
•  • 

Total     .. 

1,289,688 

952,318 

1,287,012 

1,194,028 

Orangei. 
Competition 
in  United 
States. 


Competition 
in  Trade. 


Competition 
withFianoe. 


Depresaioa  in 
thia  trade. 


Valeitcia. 

From  Valencia  the  Vice  Consul  reports  as  follows : — 

General  Trade, — ^I  regret  to  report  that  the  year  1885  was  in  every 
respect  one  of  the  most  calamitous  known  in  this  district,  having 
commenced  with  the  evils  resulting  from  inundations  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year :  severe  snowstorm  and  frost  in  January,  destroying  and 
diminishing  all  crops,  and  the  cholera  epidemic  from  May  until  July, 
thus  paralysing  traae  in  all  its  branches. 

Uxparts. — ^The  exportation  of  oranges,  about  2,000,000  cases  per 
season  November  to  June,  suffered  severely  from  the  competitiDu  of 
the  large  and  increasing  crops  in  Florida  and  California,  thereby  closing 
the  United  States  markets  to  the  Valencia  crop,  also  prejudicing  the 
interests  of  British  ships,  which  were  the  principal  carriers  of  the  fruit : 
the  loss  of  this  outlet  causes  excessive  exportation  to  Great  Britain, 
and  consequent  unremunerative  results. 

Imports. — The  trade  with  Great  Britain  is  much  restricted,  owing  to 
the  competition  of  countries  possessing  commercial  treaties  at  lower 
duties,  a  state  of  things  which  urgently  calls  for  a  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain. 

Coclfish. — Codfish  from  Labrador  and  Newfoundland  is  encountering 
considerable  competition,  from  French  fisheries  cured  in  Bordeaux, 
!Becamp,  &c.,  having  a  bounty  of  13  fr.  per  100  kilos. 

Artificial  Mmittre  — ^This  manufacture  is  substituting  the  Peruvian 
guano,  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  alone  reaching  about 
25,000  tons  annually  ;  the  trade,  however,  is  just  now  depressed,  owing 
to  the  great  difHculty  in  recovering  the  amount  of  sales  from  the  rice 
cultivators  (the  chief  purchasers  of  these  manures),  and  experiencing  the 
effects  of  the  large  imports  of  Indian  and  foreign  rice  through  Bremen 
(under  cover  of  the  favourable  differential  duties),  which  by  their 
greater  cheapness  are  extensively  superseding  the  native  growths  in 
the  rice-consuming  districts  of  Spain. 
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Wine. — ^The  shipments  to  France  have  been  very  brisk  tbis  autumn, 
mainly  owing  to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  vintage,  and  the  deficiency 
of  the  crop  in  France;  the  prices  obtained  have  been  so  remunerative  to 
producers  that  the  area  of  vine  culture  is  yearly  increasing.    Shipments  Prices  re- 
are  chiefly  to  Cette,  Marseilles,  Eouen,  and  Havre,  a  large  proportion  uaonerallve, 
being  destined  for  the  Paris  market ;  no  reliable  statistics  ai*e  obtainable 
of  the  extent  of  the  exports,  but  as  far  as  I  can  learn  it  is  roughly  Vinicaltnre 
estimated  at  180,000,000  litres  for  the  present  year.    Shipments  direct  oxt^ading, 
to   the  River  Plate  are  also  of  some  importance,  averaging  about 
56,000  pipes  annually. 

Harbour  Works, — Two  powerful  steam  hopper  dredgers,  constructed  Dwdging, 
by  the  firm  of  William  Simons  and  Co.,  of  Benfrew,  for  this  Provincial 
Assembly,  are  now  performing  their  trials  in  this  port,  and  have  already 
considerably  deepened  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  about  23  to  24  feet : 
it  is  expected  that  within  a  very  short  time  vessels  of  large  size  and 
drau£>[ht  will  be  able  to  enter  and  leave  without  any  impediments. 

Tables, — I  beg  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  annex  (A.),  regretting  that  I 
am  unable  to  obtain  reliable  data  to  compile  Annexes  B.  and  C.,  since 
statistics  are  almost  completely  neglected  in  this  district. 

Betubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Valencia  (Spain)  in  the  Year 

1885. 

EWTOSD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Knmberof 
VesMls. 

Tom. 

Knmber  of 
Yeseeli. 

Tona. 

Nnmberof 
Veewla. 

Tons. 

Britiih 

Spaniah          

Frencli *     ... 

Norwegian  and  Swe- 
dish  . 
Italian ...       Z 

Oennan         

BoMian         

Danitfh 

Anstrian         

United  Statet 

16 

*6S 

24 
68 

1 
6 

1 

2,462 

6,040 

12,834 
16,478 

4Vi69 
860 

1,722 
628 

261 
"86 

88 
9 

28 
2 

14 
1 

177,264 
92;786 

46,722 
2,272 

17,061 
1,186 

11,496 
886 

266 

'    148 

107 
67 
28 
11 

16 
6 

1 

179,716 

97i776 

68,656 
18,746 
17,061 

6,844 
11,866 

2,607 
628 

Total       .„       ... 

176 

48,678 

478 

848,610 

649 

392,188 

Total  tor  the  year  preceding  unknown. 
Clbabsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Bridsh 

Spanish...       „.       ... 

French 

Norwegian  and  Swe* 

diah 

Italian ...       «, 

Oennan          

Basdan 

Danish 

Austrian         

United  States ... 

16 
"64 

24 

49 

*10 

1 
6 

1 

2,462 

12,884 
18,811 

4^707 
860 

1,722 
628 

261 
"86 

88 
9 

28 
2 

14 

178,296 
921701 

46,722 
2,272 

17,061 
1,186 

11,496 
886 

266 

i'49 

107 
68 
28 
12 
16 
6 
1 

177,767 

97"886 

68,666 
16,088 
17,061 

6,892 
11,866 

2,607 
628 

Total       ...       ... 

169 

41,604      1          478 

846,617 

642 

888,221 

Total  for  the  year  pracadiiig  unknown. 

Barcelona,  March  15, 1886. 
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CADIZ. 

Beport  hy  Consul  Joel  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Oomular 
District  of  Cadiz  and  of  Andalusia  for  1885. 

The  depression  in  trade  at  this  port  during  the  year  under  review  Trade  depres* 
was  still  more  acutely  felt  than  during  the  year  1884,  the  causes  of  b^oQ- 
which  were  explained  in  my  report  for  that  year.  As  the  depression 
has  not  been  felt  in  all  branches  of  trade  alike,  and  the  contributing 
causes  have,  in  some  cases,  been  wholly  different,  it  will  be  more  in- 
telligible if  I  state  them  in  a  brief  review  of  the  principal  articles 
which  constitute  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Cadiz. 

The  causes  which  have  so  disastrously  affected  British  trade  are  British  trade. 
easily  explained.     In  1878  Spain  entered  into  a  commercial  treaty  with 
France,  and  subsequently  with  Belgium,  Austria,  Switzerland,  Sweden  QgQg^  ^f 
and  Norway,  and  the  G^erman  Empire,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  pro-  depression, 
ducts  and  manufactures  of  those  countries  are  admitted  into  Spain 
under  the  favoured  nation  column  of  the  Spanish  tariff,  while  British 
products  and  manufactures  are  chargeable  with  customs  duty  under  the 
first  column  of  the  tariff,  the  difference  in  many  cases  being  so  great  as 
virtually  to  exclude   British  manufactures  from  this  market.     Under 
these  circumstances  direct  competition  is  almost  impossible,  and  the 
hardship  is  still  more  apparent  when  we  know  that,  to  a  limited  extent, 
British  manufactures  are  introduced  into  this  market  from  countries 
enjoying  the  favoured  nation  column  of  the  tariff  as  the  manufactures 
of  those  countries. 

The  table  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (A.),  shows  the  increase  or  Imports, 
decrease  in  the  principal  articles  imported  in  1885  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  it  is  therefore  only  necessary  that  I  should  explain 
the  causes  of  these  fluctuations  as  regards  the  most  important  items. 

The  Custom-house  returns  give  the  imports  of  iron  under  three  Iron, 
headings,  bar  and  hoop,  pipes  and  pig,  and  manufactured,  and  I  will 
take  them  in  the  order  named. 

The  import  of  bar  and  hoop  iron  in  1885  was  about  4,000  tonn,  as  Bar  and  hoop, 
compared  with  5,000  tons  in  1884,  and  the  cause  of  this  decline  is 
principally  attributable  to  the  decreased  importation  of  hoop  iron,  there 
being  less  demand  for  wine  casks  in  consequence  of  the  depression  in 
the  wine  trade. 

In  iron  pipes  there  has  been  an  increased  import  of  about  G50  tons  Pipes  and  pig. 
due  to  the  et<itablishment  of  the  new  cas  works  here,  and  these  have 
been   imported   from   Belgium,    as    the   differential   duties  virtually 
exclude  pipes  of  British  manufacture. 

There  is  an  increase  of  over  5,000  tons  under  the  heading  of  manu-  Mannfactured. 
factured  iron,  and  this  is  due  to  the  purchase  of  two  steamships,  which, 
under  the  Spanish  tariff,  pay  duty  as  manufactured  iron. 

Under  the  heading  of  materials  of  war  there  is  a  considerable  Materials  of 
increase  in  both  quantity  and  value  as  compared  with  1884,  due  to  thj  ^^' 
purchase  by  the  Spanish  Government  of  torpedoes,  Ac.    This  excess  jj^K^^    ™ 
was  imporced  from  Belgium.  " 

The  import  of  coal  during  the  year  has  been  about  65,000  ton?»CoaL 
being  11,000  tons  less  than  during  the  precedinc:  year..    Tlie  use  oi 
[801]  5  r  e>  ^  ^ 
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Spanish  coal 
now  used  in 
the  arsenal. 


Woollen 
goods. 


Drags  and 

oil& 

Bice. 
Increased 
demand  for 
Indian  rice. 

Petrolennu 


Decreased 
imporU 

Cause. 

Sngar. 

Decreased 

import. 

Coffee. 

Decreased 

import. 

Exports. 
Depression  in 
trade. 


Wine  trade. 
Depression. 

The 


Spanish  coal  in  the  workshops  at  the  arsenal,  where  formerly  coal  from 
Great  Britain  only  was  used,  has  caused  a  decrease  in  the  imports,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  several  lines  of  steamers  during  the  cholera  epidemic, 
which  continued  for  throe  months  during  the  past  summer,  also  con- 
trihuteH  to  the  decreased  demnnd  for  British  coal. 

Under  the  heading  of  woollen  goods  the  Custom-house  returns  show 
an  increase  of  12,000Z.  in  the  value  of  the  imports  as  compared  with 
1884.  Of  the  total  quantity  imported  about  one-half  came  from  Qreat 
Britain. 

There  has  been  a  small  increase  both  in  quantity  and  value  of 
articles  imported  under  the  heading  of  drugs  and  oils,  about  three- 
fourths  of  which  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  increased  favour  which  Indian  rice  has  of  late  acquired  in  this 
market,  and  its  cheapness  compared  with  that  produced  in  this  country, 
has  diminished  the  consumption  of  home-grown  rice.  The  excess  im- 
ported in  1885  aw  compared  with  1884  was  384,000  lbs. 

The  importation  of  petroleum  in  1885  was  but  little  over  50  per 
cent,  of  the  quantity  imported  during  the  preceding  year.  This  was 
due  to  the  establishment  of  a  lar^re  rc^finery  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Seville,  where  the  crude  oil,  imported  from  the  United  States,  is  refined  ; 
and  as  the  customs  duty  on  the  crude  oil  is  almost  nominal,  and  that  on 
the  refined  oil  is  a  protective  duty,  the  oil  refined  in  Seville  has  almost 
monopolised  the  market  in  this  and  the  adjoining  provinces. 

There  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  sugar  imported 
as  compared  with  1884.  The  value  shows  a  decline  of  26,000?.  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  and  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  pre- 
vailing depression  in  trade  generally. 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  coffee  imported  is  also  important, 
and  the  cause  which  depressed  this  trade  was  the  same  as  that  which 
affected  the  sugar  trade. 

The  export  trade  generally  wns  very  depressed  during  the  year  1885.. 
The  two  most  important  exports,  wine  and  salt,  suffered  severelv  from 
the  deprewion  in  the  nmrkct,  althougli  the  causes  which  so  unfavour- 
ably affected  these  trades  were  wholly  different,  and  these  will  be 
subsequently  explained. 

The  depression  in  the  wine  trade,  which  set  in  about  10  years  ago, 
has  each  succeeding  year  continued  to  deepen,  and  not  only  has  the 
quantity  exported  diminished  year  by  year,  but  a  serious  fall  in  price 
has  also  occurred.  The  cause  was  primarily  the  suicidal  policy  pursued 
by  some  shippers  more  than  10  years  ago,  who,  in  ord'^r  to  undersell 
the  old-e8tablishe<l  firms  shipping:  genuine  wines,  commenced  to  ship 
under  the  name  of  sherry  highly-fortified  immature  wine  of  inferior 
quality,  the  product  of  the  vineyards  of  Chiclana,  Moguer,  Ac,  nnd 
the  introduction  of  this  spurious  wine  into  the  English  market, 
where  it  was  freely  advertised  and  as  freely  purchased  as  '*  sound 
sherry,"  soon  becfan  to  discredit  the  hi)i»h  reputation  which  sherry  had 
up  to  that  time  enjoyed.  The  use  of  any  particular  wine  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  a  matter  of  fashion,  and  it  is  hie:hly  probable  that  the  discredit 
which  the  sale  of  these  inferior  wines  brought  upon  sherry  generally 
was  the  cause  of  its  decline  as  a  fa«liion  at  the  dinner  t^ible.  If  it  is 
admitted  that  wine  holds  a  lej^itimate  pLice  as  a  beverage  of  ordinary 
life,  and  as  a  remedy  and  stimulnnt  in  eases  of  disease,  then  there  is  no 
reason  why  sherry  should  not  again  become  the  fashion,  as  for  dietetic 
purposes  genuine  sherry,  from  the  volatile  ethers  whidi  it  contains, 
must  be  considered  a  wholesome  wine.  A  contributing  cnuse  to  the 
depression  inthistrade  was  the  uiicertainty  which  has  prevailed  as  to  the 
alcoholic  scale  for  duty,  which  doubtless  induced  the  trade  in  England  to 
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curtail  their  orders,  limiting  them  to  their  immediate  requu^meots 
pending  the  settlement  of  this,  question. 

The  vintage  of  1885  jims  exjceptionally  abundant  throughout  this  vintage  of 
district,  the  produce  of  the  16,000  acres  comprised  in  tlie  Jerez  dia- 1885. 
trict  being  estimated  at  about  5,000,000  gallons,  or  33  per  cent,  in  Abundant, 
excess  of  an  average  yield.     It  is  the  product  of  the  lands  locally 
Icnown  as  *'  Afueras,"  in  the  Jerez  distrifl^  which  alone  should  be 
denominated  sherry. 

The  quality  of  the  "  Mostos,"  or  young  wines,  has  proved  generally  Quality, 
satisfactory,  and  prices  for  these  have  been  sustained,  about  2,000,000 
israllons  having  been  secured  for  France,  and  the  demand  still  continues,  j^^g^ 
This  young  wine  is  used  in  France  in  the  manufacture  of  what  is  demands  fh>m 
denominated  French  wine.    Large  quantities  of  the  lower  qualities  of  France, 
the  ''  Mostos"  have  been  used  for  distillation* 

As  an  instance  of  the  depression  in  the  price  of  mature  wines,  Decline  in 
excellent  fine-conditioned  sherries,  which  a  few  years  since  were  quoted  price  of 
at  60^  to  100/.  a  butt,  containing  54  dosens,  are  now  shipped  at  from  matured 
30/.  to  GO/.  ^''^ 

If  a  commercial  treaty  with  Spain  was  entered  into,  not  oiAy  would  j^^^  ^f  |^ 
it  give  a  great  impetus  to  th^  import  of  British   manufactures  into  commercial 
Spain,  but  it  would  also,  by  the  raising  of  the  alcoholic  scale  of  duties  treaty  with 
in  Great  Britain,  enable  the  shippers  here  to  export  genuine  sound  Spain, 
wines,  which  would  then  be  admitted  under  the  lower  scale  of  duty,  thus 
placing  them  on  a  more  favourable  footing  as  regards  the  duties  levied 
on  the  wines  of  other  wine-producing  countries.     With   an  altered 
tariff  in  Great  Britain  the  long-continued  depression,  from  which  the 
sherry  trade  has  suffered,  would  probably  be  relieved,  and  the  produce 
of  this  wine-growing  district  would  possibly  regain  its  place  in  popular 
favour  and  trade — in  time  remme  its  original  volume. 

The  export  of  salt  in  1885  was  15^,590  tons  as  compared  with  g^iU. 
233,065  tons  in  1884,  being  a  decrease  of  nearly  80,000  tons.     Cadiz  Decreased 
salt  is  mainly  used  in  the  salting  and  curing  of  fish  and  meat,  and  the  export 
principal  markets  are  the  Biver  Plate  Bepublics,  Brazil,  and  the  British 
and  French  North  American  colonies.     Two  causes  operated  disastrously  The  causes, 
on  this  trade.    The  cholera  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  tiiis  city  and 
district  during  the  summer  months  caused  the  Governments  of  the 
Biver  Plate  Bepublics  to  close  their  ports  against  arrivals  from  Spain, 
and  although  the  Brazilian  Government  did  not  adopt  so  sweeping  a 
measure,  yet  the  very  stringent  quarantine  restrictions  it  imposed  put 
an  efi'ective  stop  to  all  traffic  between  this  ])ort  and  Brazil.     The  poor 
catch   of  fish   along  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the   coast  of 
Labrador  during  the  season  of  1884  was  the  reason  of  a  decreased 
demand  for  salt  for  those  regions,  and  these  combined  causes  seriously 
depressed  this  trade,  and  reacted  unfavourably  on  the  shipping  trade. 

The  table  annexed,  marked  (B.),  sliows  a  very  considerable  decline  frnU. 
in  the  export  of  figs,  raisins,  grapes,  and  oranges,  the  frost  in  the  early  Decreased 
spring  having  seriously  damaged  these  crops.  export. 

There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  export  of  pig  lead,  and  the  pig  lead, 
improvement  in  this  trade  is  due  to  the  advance  in  the  price  of  this  Increased 
metal  in  the  English  market,  to  which  it  is  exclusively  exported.    The  export, 
metal  is  sent  here  for  shipment  from  the  mines  in  the  province  of  Jaen. 

The  table  annexed,  marked  (C),  shows  the  number  of  ships  of  all  Shipping, 
nations  which  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  in  1885  as  compared 
with   the   preceding  year.    There  is  a  decrease  of  807  ships  and  of  Decreased 
177,700  tons,  aggregate  tonnage,  in  those  entered,  and  also  a  decrease  tonuage. 
of  300  ships  and  1G0,V52  tons,  aggregate  tonnage,  in  those  cleared  in 
]  885  as  compared  with  the  vear  1884. 
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The  cholera  epidemic  which  afiSicted  this  city  during  the  monthR  of 
August,  September  and  October,  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  more 
than  1,500  persons.  The  authorities  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to 
check  the  disease,  and  they  may  have  to  a  certain  extent  succeeded^ 
but  bad  the  sanitary  measures  adopted  to  check  the  epidemic  been  taken* 
previous  to  the  appearaoce  of  the  disease,  this  deplorable  loss  of  life 
might  possibly  have  been  avoided. 

There  are  no  public  works  of  importance  in  progress  here,  except  a 
new  gas  works.  The  existing  company,  which  for  many  years  monopo- 
lised the  lighting  of  the  cit^,  gave  so  much  dissatisfaction  on  account  of 
the  bad  quality  of  the  gas  it  supplied,  and  its  excessive  charges,  that  a 
co-operative  company  has  been  formed  to  compete  with  the  existing 
company,  which  is  carried  on  by  French  capitalists.  The  new  works 
are  expected  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1886.  So  far  the  whole  of 
the  materials  have  been  imported  from  Belgium,  except  the  bricks^ 
which  are  of  English  make. 

Various  sanitary  reforms  have  been  spoken  of  since  the  disappearance 
of  the  cholera  epidemic,  and  their  adoption  strongly  urged,  but  nothing 
has  been  done.  The  cholera  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  The  number 
of  its  victims  and  the  misery  which  it  caused  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
the  needed  sanitary  reforms  have  been  relegated  to  the  tomb  of  projects 
for  the  future. 


HUELTA. 


Mr.  Yice-Gonsul  Diaz  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  Beport 
Increase  of      ^^  *^®  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Huelva  for  the  year  1885 : — 
shipping  in  Shipping  has  been  much  brisker  than  in  188i,  and  the  increase  ha» 

1886.  not  been  confined  to   ships  of   British  nationality,  German,  French,, 

Spanish,  and  Swedish  and  Norwegian  vessels  having  also  profited  by 
Cause  of  in-     ^  ®  increased  activity  at  the  mines  and  the  demand  for  Huelva  wine, 
creased  ship-  T^®  pnee  of  copper  (the  staple  article  of  export  from  Huelva)  having 

ping.  Mines  receded  very  much  of  late,  it  was  necessary  for  the  mining  companies,, 
compensate  if  they  wished  to  keep  up  a  dividend,  to  very  materially  increase  their 
for  low  prices  shipments,  thus  compensating  the  effect  of  low  prices  by  large  sales, 
pJoducUoT  ^^^^  **  ^^®  "®^  ^^  ^^^^^  further  lowering  the  market.  Prom  69/.  to  (50/. 
^^  ^'  per  ton,  the  price  of  copper  has  in  a  couple  of  years  fallen  to  S9L  to  40/.,. 
and  shows  every  sign  of  not  rising  above  that  figure. 

The  result  of  the  greater  production  of  ore  has  been  an  increase 
over  1884  of  82  British  ships,  with  about  68,000  register  tons. 

The  German  shipping  has  risen  from  19  ships,  with  13,275  tons  in 
1884,  to  83  ships,  with  25,752  tons  in  1885,  of  which  only  one  left  in 
ballast. 

The  number  of  foreign  vessels  which  have  taken  cargoes  to  Great 
Britain  has  been  greater  than  in  any  previous  year,  in  spite  of  the 
number  of  steamers  laid  up  at  home  for  want  of  employment. 

To  keep  pace  with  the  greater  production  of  ore,  the  imports  of 

mining  stores  ought  naturally  to  have  increased  in  sympathy,  particularly 

such  articles  as  coal  and  pig  iron  (the  latter  being  used  in  the  production 

of  precipitate  of  copper),  but  prices  went  down  so  much  two  or  three- 

years  ago  as  to  induce  the  mining  companies  to  lay  in  very  lar^e  stocks, 

HO  that,  while  the  imports  show  a  falling-off,  the  actual  consumption  has 

been  large. 

Competition  of       The  quantity  of  pig  iron  from  Great  Britain  (Tyne,  Cleveland,  and 

Spanish  pig-    Scotcli)  still  keeps  up  to  a  respectable  figure  in  spite  of  the  competition 

iron.  ^j  ^^^  Spanish  article  from  Bilbao,  which  is  used  extensively  in  this 

province,  where  it  can   be  delivered  cheaper  than  British  pig  iron.. 
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When  the  present  contracts  for  British  pig  iron  run  out,  the  Spanish 
will  be  a  very  formidable  rival. 

The  demand  for  railway  sleepers,  machinery  and  stock  has  not  been  BailwAj 
so  large,  as  the  present  works  are  approaching  completion,  and  are  well  miterul. 
stocked  with  articles  of  prime  necessity. 

In  my  report  for  1884, 1  stated  that  Sweden  was  beginning  to  figure  Alcohol, 
as  a  producer  of  alcohol  (derived  principally  from  grain),  desiring  to 
>compete  with  Germany  in  this  article,  but  I  have  heurd  of  no  shipments 
to  this  port  where  the  consumption  is  considerable.  Hamburg  is  the 
principaa  shippioff  port  for  alcohol,  and  as  goods  from  Northern  Europe 
^e  very  frequency  shipped  vi&  Hamburg,  and  figure  as  German  produce, 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish  betireen  native  and  transhipped 
merchandise* 

Closely  connected  with  alcohol  as  an  import  is  wine  as  an  export.  Wine. 
The  sldpments  last  year  were  very  large,  and  are  still  going  on.    The 
value  of  wine  exported  in  1886  was  over  160,000^ 

Agriculture  nas  been  prosperous  last  year,  the  crops  being  good,  Agriculture, 
and  the  vintage  abundant  and  of  good  quality.    The  use  of  i^ricultural 
machinery  is  gradually  becoming  more  extended  throughout  this  province, 
•and  is  giving  the  best  results. 

There  is  a  large  local  trade  in  horned  cattle  and  pigs  in  the  more  CatUe. 
northern  half  of  the  province. 

The  population  of  Huelva  is  increasing  with  its  prosperity,  but  on  Population, 
account  of  its  chief  wealth  being  mineral,  it  is  subject  to  nuctuations  of 
the  large  section  enc^aged  in  mining  operations. 

Beyond  the  works  erected  in  oonnectiou  with  the  mines  there  are  Industries, 
no  industries,  properly  so  called,  in  the  province,  the  chief  sources  of 
wealth  being,  as  I  have  already  indicated,  copper  and  wine. 

The  public  health  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  past  year,  in  Public  hetlth. 
spite  of  the  epidemic  of  cholera  with  which  the  country  was  afflicted. 

When  the  epidemic  reached  this  town,  its  effect  was  so  slight  that 
the  death  rate,  which  had  been  below  the  average  for  some  time,  did 
not  rise  above  the  average  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease. 

The  only  public  wo^s  in  progress  are  the  harbour  improvements,  Pnblic  worka. 
already  reported  on,  which  are  going  forward  very  slowly.    1  understand 
iihat  the  dredging  operations  are  to  begin  next  month. 

Sbyilli. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Jolmston  has  furnished  me  with  the  following 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Vice-Consular  district  of 
Seville  for  the  year  1885 : — 

The  accompanying  returns  show  that  the  exports  from  Seville  during  Trade  and 
1885  have  increased  in  value  212,540/.  as  compared  with  1884,  but  that  commerce. 
Jthe  imports  have  decreased  258,2011.    As  regards  the  trade  with  Oreat  Exports  and 
I3ritain,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Seville  has  increased  183,8641.,  l^poi^ 
a)ut  that  of  the  imports  to  Seville  has  decreased  106,668^.    Although  ^^^fjh 
several  articles  have  fallen  in  value,  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  Qreat  Britain, 
exports  to  Oreat  Britain  is  considerable.    Two  articles  however  fully 
acctmnt  for  this  difference,  viz,  olive  oil  and  quicksilver.    Of  the  former, 
in  1884  2,107  tons  were  exported,  valuing  84,280/.,  while  in  1885  the 
quantity  was  increased  to  5,4562.  tons,  with  a  value  of  190,960/.    The 
olive  crop  in  the  autumn  of  1884  was  very  large  in  this  district,  and  as  Olive  oil. 
the  ]  talian  crop  was  a  failure,  the  larger  proportion  of  the  requirements 
for  the  British  market  was  drawn  from  here. 

The  value  of  the  quicksilver  exported  has  increased  from  147,150/.  Qdckiilver 
in  1884  to  256,050/.  in  1885.    Compared  however  with  1883,  when  the 
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value  exported  was  251,082?.,  the  diflTerence  is  insignificant.  The 
export  of  quicksilver  from  here  would  be  increased  if  a  larger  number 
of  steamers  with  Lloyd's  highest  clsssih^  traded  between  this  port  and 
London. 

As  regards  the  imports  from  Great  Briiiiin,  the  principal  decrease 
in  value  has  been  ih  iron,  steel,  and  machinety,  which  have  fallen  some 
32,000/. ;  linen,  cotton,  and  Woollen  ibanufactures,  some  11,000/. ;  and 
most  other  articles  a  considerable  percentage.  I'he  importation  of 
cast  iron  is  now  almost  nil,  the  supply  coming  frbm  Bilbao. 

Shipping  and  Namgation.-^The  accompanying  return  shows  that 
1,441  vessels  entered  this  port  during  the  year  1885,  and  with  a  gross 
tonnage  of  332,371  as  against  1,499  Vessels,  with  842,170  tons  in 
1884,  there  being  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage. 

As  regards  British  vessels  109,  with  61,626  tons,  entered  in  1885^ 
against  129,  with  71,697  tons,  in  1884.  In  1884,  however,  49  British 
vessels  cleared  from  hefe  in  ballast,  while  in  1885  only  26  did  so. 

The  falling-oif  in  ihe  total  number  of  vessels  entering  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  quarantine  regulations  in  force  all  the  summer- 
Vessels  coming  direct  froth  England  htid  to  do  three  days'  observation 
in  the  river,  not  because  any  port  in  the  United  Kintrdom  was  considered 
foul  or  suspicious,  but  because,  as  cholera  was  raging  in  the  province  of 
Cadiz,  and  all  vessels  coming  here  have  to  present  their  manifests  at 
the  port  of  San  Lucar,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  G-uadalqpnivir,  and 
in  the  province  of  Cadiz,  they  were  treated  as  coming  from  an  infected 
province,  although  no  case  of  cholera  had  occurred  in  ^an  Lucar.  By 
this  ineans  no  vessel  proceeding  from  any  foreign  port  could  come  up 
to  Seville,  without  performing  at  least  three  days  of  observation.  In- 
numerable protests  were  made  against  this  arbitrary  measure,  but  to 
no  purpose.  Her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Madrid  approached  the 
Spanish  Governrtie'nt,  at  the  writer's  instigation,  in  the  hopes  of  having 
the  Custom-house  visit  at  San  Lucar  permanently  abolished,  but  were 
unsuccessful.  The  fol*malities  at  San  Lucar  cause  a  loss  of  24  hourn 
to  every  vessel  coming  to  Seville  from  a  foreign  port,  besides  considerable 
expense  for  the  translation  of  manifests,  cab  hires,  &c. 

Jigridtliure.-^The  gtain  crops  last  summer  were  very  much 
below  the  average.  Barley  is  now  quoted  at  about  60  per  cent,  above 
the  average  current  price,  and  wheat  about  20  per  cent.  It  was 
^f  barley  from  anticipated  that  wheat  would  have  to  be  imported  from  abroad,  but  as 
Kio  dc  Oro.  lapge  quantities  of  flour  have  come  from  the  north  of  Spain,  perhaps 
this  may  not  be  necessary.  Small  quantities  of  barley  have  been 
imported  from  the  new  Spanish  settlement  of  Rio  de  Oro,  between 
which  port  and  Seville  a  small  steamer  now  mns  regularly. 

The  crop  of  Indian  corn  was  so  short,  and  prices  have  risen  so  high 
that  the  distillety  in  Triana  has  had  to  stop  operations. 

Manufactures. — In  my  report  for  1884,  I  mentioned  that  a  large 
distillery  was  about  to  be  started  in  Coria,  but  it  has  not  yet  com- 
menced operations,  and  is  not  now  likely  to  do  much  before  next 
autumn. 

Fuhlic  Works, — Until  December  no  arrangement  was  arrived  at 
between  the  municipality  and  the  \\'aterworks  company  regarding 
the  irrigation  scheme.  However,  in  the  said  month  Snal  terms  were 
settled,  and  the  roads  round  the  city  "are  now  properly  watered. 

General  Befnarks. — There  was  greater  alarm  than  ever  last  summer 
Respecting  cholera,  and  unfortunately  sufficient  cause  for  same,  as  the 
epidemic  was  raging  in  all  the  neighbouring  provinces.  Luckily 
Seville  escaped,  although  a  few  suspicious  cases  occurred  in  October, 
regarding  which  the  medical  men  could  not  agree.    Thousands    of 
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people  went  away  for  periods  varying  from  two  to  five  moatbs.  I 
have  already  described  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  vessels  enter- 
ing without  performing  quarantine,  and  those  iy  land  were  equally 
strict. 

All  passengers  arriving  even  from  neighbouring  villages  had  to  Qatrantine 
undergo  a  farce  of  fumigation,  and  those  coming  from  or  pas:<ing  any  regnUtioos. 
infected  province  had  to  submit  to  five  days'  quarantine  in  a  lazaretto, 
fitted  up  about  two  miles  from  Seville,  in  the  ruined  convent  of  San  Inability  of 
Geroninio,  where  most  inefficient  accommodation  and  little  more  than  the  Govem- 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  were  provided.     The  Home  tfecretary  sent  ^^}  ^ 
several  orders  from  Madrid  to  do  away  with  this  illegal  lazaretto,  and  quarantine  on 
changed  the  civil  governor  twice,  each  new  one  being  sent  with  orders  account  of 
to  enforce  tlje  stoppage  of  the  illegal  quarantine,  and  each  having  to  popalar 
resign  from  inability  to  carry  out  his  instructions,  being  unable  to  with-  objection, 
stand  the  popular  objection  to  this  step.     The  municipality  resigned  in 
a  body,  and  the  populace  one  ni^ht  went  to  the  extent  of  stoning  the  Resignation  of 
governor's  official  residence.     This  state  of  affairs  lasted  till  nearly  the  the  munici- 
middle  of  October.  P*'i*y* 

COBDOBA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Poole  has  transmitted  to  me  the  following  Report 
on  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Agriculture  of  the  Vice-Consular  district 
of  Cordoba  for  lb85  :— 

This  district  produces  wheat,  oil,  wine,  cork,  iron,  copper,  lead  and  Wheat, 
coal.  Takincr  the  production  of  wheat  from  the  statistics  as  offered  by 
the  provincial  government  here,  I  find  the  ground  under  cultivation 
was  about  417,000  acres,  with  an  average  produce  of  about  600,000 
quarters,  of  501  lbs. :  this  being  50,000  quarters  less  than  last  year, 
and  generally  attributed  to  the  low  prices  obtainable. 

I  find  there  were  87,000  acres  of  ground  under  eultivation,  which  Olive  oil. 
rendered  about  3,400,000  gallons  of  oil,  of  which  about  half  was  taken 
to  the  ports  for  exportation,  the  remainder  being  consumed  in  the 
country.     The  olive  crop  for  the  present  year  is  very  much  below  the 
averaoje,  and  promises  badly  enough. 

30,000  acres  of  ground  was  under  cultivation,  and  the  wine  pro-  White  wine, 
duced  is  estimated  at  40,000  butts ;  and  though  there  has  been  hardly 
any  exportation,  the  prices  for  white  wine  have  suffered  little  alterarion. 

For  red  wines  tliere  has  been  a  much  greater  demand,  and  prices  Red  wine, 
have  risen  considerably,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  ground  is  being 
taken  up  for  the  cultivation  of  this  particular  class  of  vine.  Spanish  coal 

The  usual  output  of  about  100,000  tons  from  the  Belenez  coal  fields  uged  in 
has  not  been  exceeded  durins:  the  past  year ;  all  which  coal  has  been  arsenals  and 
consumed  in  the  country  at  prices  varying  from  5^.  to  15*.  per  ton  at  steamships 
the  pit's  mouth.     The  present  government  have  decided  to  use  the  ^J^e^e  English 

coal  from  their  own  fields  to  the  exclusion  of  foreign  produce,  and  this  ®°f*  ^*  ^®^®* 

,,,,.,..  ft  '  rally  been 

IS  already  tendmg  to  raise  prices.  consumed. 

The  raisings  of  ore  of  all  kinds  have  been  much  under  the  average,  Minerals, 
owing  to  the  very  depressed  condition  of  the  metal  markets. 

France    and   Germany  fairly  compete  with   us  here  in   woollen,  Woollen  and 
cotton,  and  lace  goods,  and  though  our  goods  are  better  appreciated,  ^^^^^  goods, 
the  great  difference  in  prices  lead  to  their  getting  orders  that  would 
otherwise  fall  to  the  English  producer. 

The  latter  part  of  the  year  having  been  very  good  for  agricultural  Q^ner^ 
operations,   the  farmers  are  looking  forward  to  a  prosperous  season.  BiUer  (xranirt 
The   bitter  orange,  which  is  much  grown  in  this  district,  is  now  an  f^^  marma- 
important  item  in  what  we  export ;  as  during  the  last  five  years  from  lades,  &c. 
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1  box  ^  600   2,000  boxes  the  produce  hat  been  raised  to  6,000,  and  all  sbipped  for 

oranges,  London  and  Liverpool. 

Sogar.  Beetroot  is  now  largely  erown  here  for  sugar-making,  and  gives  full 

employment  to  over  500  souls. 

Crockery.  £arthenware, — ^The  large  beds  of  clav  recently  discovered  here  are 

goins;  to  be  worked  by  a  company,  which  is  now  erecting  works  for  the 
employment  of  over  50  men. 

The  Spanish  Oovemment  having  decided  to  make  this  province  the 
grand  centre  of  supply  for  the  army  of  Andalusia,  is  already  creating  an 
amount  of  commercial  activity  and  preparation  in  this  city  such  as  has 
not  been  seen  for  many  years,  and  bids  fietir  to  make  the  city  and 

Sroyince  of  great  importance  as  a  railway  commercial  centre  for  all 
pain.  • 


Annex  A.- 


-BsTURir  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Imp<irt  to  Cadis 
during  the  xear  1885. 


ArtielM. 

1886. 

1884. 

Lbfc...       ... 

Quanttijr. 

Value. 

Qaantltjr. 

Value. 

2i&»4|16a 

94,383 

314.666 

£ 
11,442 

Bc6r      •••       ••>       •••       — 

Oallooa     ... 

14.481 

1,448 

12.764 

1,276 

Oandlet  m.       ...       ...       •.. 

I^ 

86.819 

1,252 

26,469 

901 

OhMM 

,1   —       ... 

297|668 

12,924 

194,456 

8,838 

„   ...       ... 

417,571 

37,961 

285,634 

25,966 

Coal      ...       ...       

*i 

122|899,990 

66,863 

155.272,946 

111,608 

CoffM 

II    ...       ... 

1,869,835 

84,992 

2,047,619 

93.073 

CrodMfy        

f»    •••       •^ 

95.660 

3.948 

83.306 

3.786 

DnuEf  and  0II9 ... 

II        M.                  M. 

1|121,941 

40,797 

1.086,921 

39,624 

Ftih  (tmnj  and  oodllih)     ... 

II         M.                  ... 

576.842 

6.244 

225,130 

■  M 

GlaMware       

II         ...                  M. 

922,062 

33.629 

668,358 

23,940 

Iron  pipe*  and  pigs 

,,  bar  and  hoop     ... 

II        ...                   ••• 

1,660.887 

3|018 

291,302 

661 

II        •••                  ..• 

8,109,257 

73,720 

10,784.627 

97,946 

II         ...                  ... 

19.716,316 

368,478 

1,064,437 

14,611 

Machinery       

II           ...                      .M 

2,874,y85 

43.180 

4,618.174 

83|96i 

P»pw 

II           ...                      •■• 

141,077 

6.130 

194,282 

7,064 

II          ...                      ... 

58,940 

267 

959.952 

4.363 

Bice      

If          ...                      ... 

1,606,265 

14,693 

1,221.212 

11,102 

Salt  beef,  pork,  and  hami   ... 

635,664 

19.478 

430,641 

15.659 

SpiriU 

OaUona     ... 

1.028,031 

205,607 

1,040,019 

208,004 

SUTet ... 

... 

... 

30,800 

... 

64.532 

Sugar    

LU 

9|790,564 

118|673 

10,613,821 

144.733 

Tar  and  pitch 

II    ...        ... 

340,181 

618 

388.036 

708 
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Annex  B.— 'Bbtubit  of  Principal  Artiden  of  Export  from  Cadis 
during  the  Year  1885. 


Ue 

i» 

,,    ...       ••. 
„    ...       •.. 
i»   • 

oliiiim    !!! 

Lbs. 
„    ...         ».. 
„     ...          ... 

Tone 
Lba....       ^. 

Ganma     Z 

1886. 

1884. 

Articles. 

QuanUtf. 

Yalne. 

QaantHj. 

YahM. 

Biid  seed 

Cards  (playing) 
Chickpeas      ... 
Corkwood       ... 
>i«i  (dried)     .. 

<irapes 

Lead  (pig)       p.. 

OliTeoU 

OUrea 

Oranges... 

Baisins 

Salt       

Tonnyflsh      ...       . 

Tabaoeo... 

Wine     

.•       •«• 

1,602,869  { 

76.690 

1,876,771 

89,914 

429,189 

29,963 

3,190.804 

827,062 

2,846,760 

979,466 

148,878 

169,688 

1,840,826 

171,669 

19,176,800 

A 

not 
obtainable. 
It 
II 
i» 
II 
If 
II 
II 
»t 
II 
It 
II 
•1 
It 
II 

1,660,416| 

129.710 

2,004,200 

116,760 

876,900 

170,999 

669.106 

646,474 

2,671,629 

714.984 

607,049 

299,666 

1,491,176 

.      1,192,607 

14,764,140 

€ 

not 

•bialnaUe. 

•I 

H 
•  I 
II 
It 
It 
11 
II 
II 
•I 
tl 
II 
tl 
It 

Annex  C.-*Bxtubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Cadiz  in  the 
Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KatioBalitx. 

Kumberof 
Vessels. 

Tdns. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British          

Spanish  (exdnsiTe 
off  small  Tessela  in    • 
coasting  trade)      ) 

Italian...       ...       .. 

French 

Swedish         

Danish 

Dutch 

German         

Busslan         

Other  conntrtee 

167 

218 

86 
118 
79 
? 
10 
18 
21 
46 

92,196 

26,907 

47,174 

21,904 

28,979 

1,691 

1,601 

6,862 

8,060 

10,929 

121 
998 

12 

46 
22 
16 
19 
8 

"19 

91,874 

817,010 

14,726 
29,168 
12,002 
14,726 
9,696 
4.111 

11,*801 

288 

1.216 

97 
164 
101 
29 
29 
26 
21 
69 

124,069 

842,917 

61,900 
46,067 
40,976 
16,266 
11.287 
9,979 
8,960 
91,124 

Total          

.t  j^ttf  y«w 
prMeding    ... 

769 
909 

192,910 
316,982 

1.249 
1,422 

998,998 

1.112,726 

2,018 
2,926 

1,191,906 
1,969.609 

CUUUD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatknaUtx. 

NttBiberor 
Vesaela. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
Veasels. 

IVma. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Ton9. 

British 

Spanish  (ezdnslTe  S 
ofsmallTeaaelsin  > 
coasting  tnde)     ) 

Italian 

French...       ^.       ^ 

Swedish         ^       ... 

Danish 

Dutch ...       .^       ... 

German         

Other  coonkrlea 

169 
391 

89 

119 
80 

8 
10 
18 
48 

81,948 

34,207 

47,174 

31,904 

39,647 

1,764 

1,697 

6,883 

16,891 

118 

999 

13 
46 
33 

16 
19 
8 
14 

89,094 

816,740 

14,726 
39,161 
12.064 
14,790 
9,696 
4^111 
12,684 

888 

1,239 

97 
169 
103 
34 
39 
88 
63 

131,043 

8i0,9« 

61,900 
46,066 
40,701 
16,494 
li;299 
9,979 
39,616 

Total          

„    for  tha  year 
vrtoading    .. 

768 
908 

180,094 
31^760 

1,246 
1,419 

996,986 

1,122,112 

3.009 
3,916 

1,176,990 
1,997,972 
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of  all  Shipping  ttt  the  Poii  oi  Haelva  in  ike  Year  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

ToUd. 

• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nor" 

30 
13 

2 

6,478 
261 
642 

j,iao 

886 

*li84 

S3S 

606 

638 
60 
31 
22 

24 

1 

377,180 
27,643 
10,762 
18,121 

12,264 
1,007 

668 
51 
33 
86 

27 

1 
1 
1 
2 

383.658 
27,894 
20,404 
16,241 

13,159 

1,007 

634 

232 

508 

yaw 

53 

12.760 

666 

460,977 

719 
674 

482,737 
857.4S7 

Clbabsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nor." 

80    . 

1 

2 
13 

3 

"i 

1 

1 

6,478 
261 
642 

3,120 

805 

"(Ml 
232 
217 

530 
49 
31 
21 

23 

1 

372,85S 
27,023 
19,762 
12,400 

11,629 

1,007 

560 
60 
33 
34 

26 

1 
I 

1 
1 

379,336 
27,274 
20,404 
15,520 

12,624 

1,007 
634 
232 
217 

1  prc- 
pyear 

52 

12,469 

655        1       444,679 
...                    ••• 

707 
565 

467,148 
361,884 

of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Huelva  during  the 
Tear  1885. 


icle& 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

1       •• 

707,214 

2S2,885 

582,012 

212,800 

of  copper  . . 

28,136 

462,720 

29,049 

528,882 

12,520 

200,400 

535 

8,660 

ler    .. 

8,192 

47,880 

6,092 

101,840 

9,342 

8,986 

16,867 

6,846 

1       •  •         •• 

8,176 

9,628 

8,482 

10,446 

2,279 

22,790 

2,400 

24.000 

19 

2,280 

85 

5.600 

16,068 

160,680 

5,612 

49,608 

81 

620 

6 

120 

•  •         •• 

776,977 

1,198,769 

598,990 

940,602 
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S^rtTMr^f  PriiicipiBl  ArticJea  of  Iftiport  to  fitieha  dafhigthe 
Year  1886. 


Article!. 

1886. 

1884. 

QtfKbtity. 

^^^e. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cbdtadoeke.. 

lw«i * 

Tiitiber 

Hadii&ery       ••        •• 

tUfls 

Itfaittgtoese      •• 

C^tuent.. 

Al6<Aiol 

66,619 
88,029 
18,949 
4,907 
1,060 
2,260 
2,270 
1,878 

£ 

106,726 

126,694 

41,847 

320,000 

9,640 

•6,600 

2,724 

41,190 

70,949 

i6^fi86 

7,828 

6,478 

8,493 

1,904 
780 

£ 
166,118 
102,684 

21,684 
883,000 

32,467 

2V046 
12/620 

Total        .•        .• 

129,867 

064,121 

*  11 9,023 

6W,ir88 

Table  showiag  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Brported  from  wad 
Imported  to  Huelva  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  dtiring  tho 
Years  1885  wd  1884. 


Cdtiiiti^* 

Exerts. 

Imp<«rtli. 

1885. 

1884. 

1886. 

1884. 

Great  Britain  •• 
Spain    ..       ;. 
France  ••         •• 
Germany 
Sweden  .. 

Russia 

Belgium 

Denmarl:          •«         •• 

Portugal 

^Austria 

Algi^ 

IJntted  States  .• 

l,041,7n 

174,676 
16,000 
244 
8,640 
2,040 
1,047 
•  • 

a  • 

7,728 

920,876 

102,824 

16,640 

*• 
•• 

•  • 

MO 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

672,086 
46,000 
28,040 
27,748 
12,782 
8,960 
•  • 

8V576 

2,762 

18,188 

4,680 

618,980 
26,460 
70,886 
26,476 
16,010 
3,876 
•  • 

1,600 

8V2OO 
^,122 

iPotal 

1,261,041 

1,041,200 

723,592 

762,560 
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Bbtubk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Seville  during  the  Years 

1881-85. 


ArUolas. 


Petroleum       

Wrought  iron  and  steel         • . 

Spirits •! 

Sugar    

Fish 

Coal 

Glass     ..        

Dmgs,  chemicals,  &c. .  •        •  i 

Timber..        

Machinery       ••        •• 
Yam     ••        ..        ••        •« 
Famitnre         ••        ••        »« 
Haberdashery  and  smallware 
Linen,    cotton,    and   woollen 
manafactnres           •  •        • . 
Tinplate           ••         •« 
Other  articles 

ToUl 


1886. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

8,661 

6,600 

1,068 

869 

1,670 

47,948 

876 

8,866 

12,646 

1,276 

988 

190 

804 

856 

496 

11,287 


102,866 


Value. 


£ 
86,610 
82.600 
16,796 
17,180 
88,400 
47,942 
16,000 
889,200 
126,460 
61,000 
06,660 
22,800 
24,820 

71,000 
19,800 
71,686 


1,090,098 


1884. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

6,982 

7,279 

1,607 

1,129 

1,208 

48,796 

627 

4,849 

18,177 

1,976 

818 

166 

270 

678 

882 

17,928 


106,604 


Yalne. 


£ 

88,980 

181,022 

24,106 

88,87S 

24,060 

48,796 

21,080 

822,494 

181,770 

88,876 

66,440 

28,260 

24,800 

116,600 

19,100 

140,666 


1,848,297 


BETUBiir  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Seyille  daring  the  Years 

1884-65. 


1886. 

1884. 

Articles. 

QnanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Copper  pyrites        •• 

28,427 

66,864 

28,862 

66,724 

LeiM  i  ore       • 

10,192 

142,688 

9.487 

182,121 

Lead.. 

12,776 

178.860 

18,287 

186,018 

Corkwood     . 

786 

81,440 

840 

?'5^ 

Corks. .         . 

268 

20,640 

262 

20,960 

Oranges 

6,962 

69,620 

7,071 

70.710 

OliTCS 

472 

47,200 

602 

60,200 

OUre  oil      . 

6,542 

228,970 

2,874 

114.960 

Wine.. 

6,694 

111,880 

4,999 

124,974 

Quicksilver  . 

1,707 

256,050 

981 

147,160 

Barley 

6,721 

40,047 

8,606 

24,635 

Other  articles 

8.296 

86,460 

4,002 

46,197 

Total     . 

.        ••        •  • 

82,782 

1,219,689 

76,122 

1,007,149 
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BiTiTSir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Seville  in  the  Year  1885. 


Saflioff. 

St6«n. 

ToUl. 

VtMoatLdtf. 

Komberof 
VmmIs. 

Tom. 

Number  of 

VWMll. 

Tbns. 

Nmnberof 
VeiMLi. 

Toni. 

S"  z   z 

BnuiM 

D«nWi 

FrtDch.^       

26 

871 

21 

16 

11 

6 

7 

4 

4.822 

28,200 

6,794 

4,470 

8,686 

966 

691 

767 

84 
878 

SO 

1 
••• 
2 
2 

67,808 

214.180 

8,864 

448 

••• 

1,029 
798 

109 
1,244 
41 
16 
11 
T 
9 
4 

61,626 

242,880 

16,668 

4,918 

8,555 

1,994 

1,489 

757 

Total       

„    fortiw7«*r 

969 
976 

49.754 
61,469 

482 

584 

282.617 
290,701 

1,441 
1.409 

882,871 
842.170 

Cliabid. 


Saning. 

StMun. 

Total. 

KattoiiAUt7. 

Nnmberot 
Yenelf. 

TODf. 

Nnmberot 
Venelf. 

TODf. 

Number  of 
Vetseli. 

Tone. 

Britbh.^       ^       ... 

Spankh          

l^esiaa     

SwHUsh         .^       ... 
BoMlan 

Danish 

Fnach...       ^       ... 
Other  coimtriet       ... 

26 
870 
28 
14 
11 
8 
7 
8 

4,877 

28,180 

7,881 

4,186 

8,566 

600 

691 

700 

87 
871 
20 

1 

""a 

8 

61.747 

218.600 

8,864 

448 

li029 
798 

112 

1.241 

43 

16 

11 
6 

9 
8 

66,124 

241.780 

16,746 

4,628 

3.&66 

1,629 

1,489 

700 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
prMedloff... 

966 
978 

60,119 
49,898 

488 

626 

286,481 
291,181 

1,489 
1.499 

886,600 
841,079 

Bktitbv  ahowinff  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Seville 
and  Imported  to  Seville  to  and  from  Poreign  Countries  during  the 
Years  1884-85. 


Ooimtiy. 

Xzports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

Oreat  Britain 

France          

Other  European 
Other  countries 

701,698 

227.105 

218,427 

77,459 

516,884 

226,985 

175,085 

88,745 

881,655 
810,869 
278,790 
168,779 

488,828 
888,109 
874,965 
146,900 

Total 

1,219,689 

1,007,149 

1,090,098 

1,848,297 

Cadiz,  March  20, 1886. 
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Eeport  dy  Consul  Bidwell  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Oonwlar 
Dhiriet  of  Malaga  for  the  Tear  1885, 

Thb  past  year  is  alleged  to  have  been  (me  of  nnpredeceated  de-  €ener&l  d«- 
preesion  as  regards  the  trade  of  this  district,  while  it  has  undoubtedly  preagion  of 
been  one  of  the  most  disastrous  for  all  clastos  of  the  comraercia'  ^""^  *!**'** 
community.  To  begin  with,  the  steadily  increasing  ravages  of  PhyU  pj^yjiJ^^^^^ 
loxera  have  caused  an  important  depreciation  of  the  |;rape  crop  and  earthquakes, 
vintage^  whilst  the  raisins  were  also  further  greatly  mjured  by  un-  and  cholera, 
seasonable  and  heavy  rainfalls  in  ISSli  and  1885  :  thus  one  important  &c. 
source  of  income,  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  province  of  IVfalaga 
so  greatly  depends,  has  suffered  immense  depreciation,  whereby  the 
export  of  raisins  has  been  gradually  reduced  by  at  least  500,000  boxes,  or 
about  200,000/.  Then  came  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  France  and  Italy, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  ports  were  for  several  months  practicaliT 
closed  to  foreign  shipping  by  the  inconceivable  hindrances  and  impedi- 
ments to  trade  of  quarantine  regulations,  so  that  while  on  the  one  hand 
merchants  held  back  their  orders  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  detention 
and  damage  that  their  goods  might  meet  with  at  the  quarantine  stations 
on  tbeir  arrival,  foreign  shipping,  on  the  other  hand,  was  loth  to  expose 
itself  to  the  enormous  delays,  expensses,  and  quarantine  charges  con- 
sequent upon  calling  at  a  Spanish  port  for  an  uncertain  cargo.  Thus 
while  the  commerce  of  Malaga,  from  the  above-mentioned  causes, 
perceptibly  suffered,  the  subsequent  invasion  of  cholera  in  the  Spanish 
provinces  served  to  complete  depression  of  trade.  Then  began  at 
Christmas,  1884,  the  immense  calamity  of  the  earthquakes,  which  con- 
tinued with  more  or  less  frequency  and  intensity  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  sowing  ruin  and  devastation  broadcast  throughout  the 
provinces  of  Malaga  and  Granada ;  and  while  the  inhabitants  of  the 
unhappy  districts  were  appalled  by  the  mafi^nitude  of  their  calamity,  a 
hurricane  of  wind  and  snow  occurred  in  January,  1886,  which  lasted 
three  hours,  and  was  without  precedent  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
century  in  the  history  of  Malaga,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  severe  frost 
which  greatly  injured,  and  in  places  almost  destroyed,  the  sugar  crop 
of  the  province  of  Malaga,  and  at  the  same  time  did  considerable 
damage  to  the  olive  and  orange  plantations.  The  losses  from  this 
cause  are  aUeged  to  amount  to  a  very  large  sum,  and  to  have  made  the 
position  of  this  severely -tried  province  more  critical  still ;  those  in  sugar 
alone  have  been  estimated  at  no  less  a  sum  than  800,000f. ;  this 
being  the  third  successive  sugar  crop  partially  lost,  and  now  that  the 
import  duties  on  Cuban  and  Puerto  Jiico  sugar  have  been  modified, 
whereby  the  proteetion  to  Malaga  is  practically  withdrawn,  it  is  hardly 
prohable  that  this  branch  of  agriculture  can  be  pro6tably  continued,  at 
least  so  long  as  West  India  sugar  can  be  introduced  so  as  to  compete 
with  that  grown  in  this  province. 

In  these  abnormal  circumstances,  trade  statistics  for  the  past  two  Difficaltv  ia 
years  would  give  no  true  indication  of  the  normal  state  of  the  com-  procaring 
merce  of  this  district ;  even  the  smugglers'  trade  was  to  some  extent  statistics, 
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arrested  by  quarantine,  and  that  this  is  not  an  unimportant  branch  of 
Spanish  commerce  may  be  presumed  from  the  allegation  of  a  late 
Minister  of  State,  who  recently  and  publicly  confessed  in  the  Senate 
that  "  owing  to  the  high  tariff  of  Spanish  Customs  duties  two-thirds  of 
the  cotton  goods  are  smuggled  into  the  country."  Indeed,  quite  trust- 
worthy statistics  of  the  trade  of  this  province  are  not  at  any  time 
obtainable  for  the  purpose  of  a  commercial  report.  The  Spanish  official 
returns  are  not  published  until  long  after  the  date  on  which  they 
would  be  useful  for  statistical  reports,  even  if  they  were  accurate, 
which  for  obvious  reasons  cannot  be  the  case,  whilst  true  information 
irom  private  sources  for  the  object  of  publication  is  always  withheld 
in  this  country :  firstly,  because  Spanish  taxation  is  based  upon  the 
amount  of  trade,  whereby  an  impression  is  obviously  created  that 
secrecy  is  individually  the  trader's  best  policy;  and  secondly,  on 
account  of  the  competition  that  naturally  exists  in  a  small  commercial 
community,  where  everyone  who  is  not  an  agriculturist  is  a  merchant 
or  trader. 

Such  returns,  however,  of  the  principal  staples  of  commerce  as  it  has 
been  possible  to  gather  from  unofficial  sources  are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  chief  branches  of  British  trade  connected  with  this  district 
comprise : — 

(a)  Imports^  consisting  chiefiy  of  coal,  coke,  and,  to  a  smaller  extent, 
machinery  iron,  iron  and  steel  rails,  iron  wire,  iron  hoops,  hardware^ 
nails,  tubes,  and  plates,  agricultural  implements,  copper  in  sheets  and 
manufactured  copper,  brass  and  zinc  goods,  tin  ana  tin  manufactures^ 
raw  cotton,  cotton  yams  and  tissues,  hosiery,  woollen  good^,  yams  and 
tissues,  cloth  textiles,  carpetings,  blanketings,  jute,  hemp,  and  yarns, 
linen  yarns  and  textiles,  leather  goods,  glass  and  earthenware,  preserved 
provisions,  pickles,  candles,  soap,  chemicals,  dyes,  rice,  tea  and  colonial 
produce,  oils  and  starch. 

(J))  Exports^  comprising  wine,  oil,  lead  in  pigs  with  and  without 
silver,  iron  and  manganiferous  ores,  raisins,  grapes,  almonds,  oranges  and 
lemons,  esparto  grass  and  sulphur. 

(o)  Shipping  and  carrying  trade  in  British  vessels;  {d)  fire  and 
marine  insurance  business. 

A  considerable  decrease  in  British  trade  has  doubtless  taken  place 
since  the  establishment  of  differential  treatment  of  English  goods  in 
Spain.  Ever  since  1877  English  goods  have  been  treated  difi^erentially, 
whilst  England  has  remained  the  only  European  nation  excluded  from 
the  reductions  from  time  to  time  made  in  the  Spanish  tariff*. 

Previously  to  this  treatment  of  British  goods  by  Spain,  England  was 
the  chief  market  whenco  foreign  goods  were  imported. 

The  export  of  silver  lead,  moreover,  is  alleged  to  have  been  affected 
in  volume  trom  the  fall  in  price,  since  the  treaty  with  France,  abolishing 
the  export  duty  and  in  value  50  per  cent.,  and  iron  and  manganiferous 
ores,  50  per  cent,  in  volume  and  25  per  cent,  in  value.  Esparto  has  also 
considerably  decreased,  both  in  value  and  volume,  during  recent  years. 

France  and  Germany  have  doubtless  profited  considerably  by  thd 
unfair  treatment  to  which  England  is  subjected  under  the  Spanish 
tariff,  and  have  already  got  in  more  than  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge, 
since  no  doubt  a  large  portion  of  goods  formerly  obtained  from  England^ 
such  as  machinery,  hardware,  cutlery,  earthenware,  glass  and  porcelain, 
linen,  cotton,  and  cloth  textiles,  and  certain  goods  of  inferior  q oalitj',. 
are  now  imported  from  those  countries  to  replace  those  which  were 
formerly  procured  from  England ;  goods  of  low  value  being  practically 
excluded  oy  the  differential  treatment  provided  for  British  goods  under 
Table  I.  of  the  tariff. 
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Vioe-Oonsul  Milyaia  (Oarthagena)  mentions  that  ^'engines  for 
mining  purposes,  formerlj  receiyed  from  England,  are  in  great  part 
received  from  Belgium,  although  recognised  inferior,  but  are  sold 
cheaper,  because  Belgians  can  make  cheaper  articles  to  suit  buyers ; " 
and  Vioe-Consul  Barron  (Almeria)  reports  that  'Hhe  whole  of  the 
hardware  trade  in  that  district  is  now  in  the  bands  of  Germany,  and 
machinery  is  obtained  from  France  and  Belgmm,  who  supply  much 


Tbe  cultiyation  of  sugar  in  the  province  of  Malaga,  as  stated  above,  Effect  of  with- 
has  been  seriously  affected  by  the  new  Spanish  sugar  duties,  which  came  drawal  of 
into  force  on  the  1st  January  of  the  year  1886.  By  this  modification  P«>t^Uon  on 
of  the  tariff  the  duties  on  foreign  sugar  imported  into  the  Peninsula  ^"y«»^-«rown 
have  been  fixed  at  82  pesetas  and  25  c.  per  100  kilos,  for  non-treaty  ^^' 
countries,  and  80  pesetas  and  80  c.  for  treaty  countries,  whilst  Cuban 
and  Porto  Bican  sugars,  imported  under  the  Spanish  flag,  are  exempted 
from  import  duties,  and  those  imported  in  foreign  bottoms  are  chargeable 
with  a  duty  of  8  pesetas  and  75  c,  if  under  the  classification  of  14  of 
the  Dutch  scale,  and  17  pesetas  and  50  c.  if  over  that  number.  Tbe 
^*  Impuesto  transitional,"  or  provisional  duty  of  18  pesetas  and  50  c, 
and  the  municipal  surcharge  of  1 8  pesetas  and  50  c,  are  however  still 
imposed  on  foreign  sugars,  and  Cuban  and  Puerto  Bico  sugar  are  also 
charged,  as  hitherto,  with  8  pesetas  and  80  c.  transit  duty,  and  8  pesetas 
and  80  c.  municipal  surcharge.  Although  by  a  second  decree,  issued  in 
conformity  with  an  arrangement  existing  between  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
and  the  sugar  manufacturers,  the  tax  payable  by  the  latter  has  been 
reduced  from  the  1st  January  to  50  per  cent.,  it  is  maintained  that  this 
does  not  nearly  compensate  for  the  withdrawal  of. the  protection  hitherto 
afforded  to  Spanish  home-grown  sugars,  which  now  obtain  in  the  market 
20  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  of  a  year  ago.  And  it  is  quite  probable 
that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  in  Andalusia  will  eventually  have  to  be  dis- 
continued ;  in  fact,  this  branch  of  agriculture  was  at  best  carried  on 
under  the  abnormal  conditions  of  a  high  protective  duty,  but  in  former 
years  it  was  so  profitable  a  portion  of  the  commerce  of  this  district  that 
land  for  sugar-gro^^-ing  was  purchased  at  150  per  cent,  of  its  normal 
value,  and  sugar  estates  then  appeared  in  all  directions.  With  the 
reaction  large  fortunes  have  been  jeopardised,  and  this  trade  in  Malaga 
is  at  present  in  a  highly  critical  state.  Baw  sugar  from  Cuba  and 
Puerto  Bico  is  however  being  imported  for  refining  in  the  sugar  factories 
in  the  district. 

In  these  circumstances  some  Lridowners  are   prudently  looking  Experiments 
about  them  for  another  less  hazardous  employment  for  their  land  so  in  cultivatiou 
dearly  acquired, and  some  experiments  are  being  made  for  the  introduction  of  rhea  grass, 
of  the  cultivation  of  rhea  grass,  which,  the  trials  show,  can  be  grown  in 
this  country,  and  if  an  inexpensive  process  can  be  discovered  for 
preparing  the  fibre  for  the  market,  the  experiments  in  this  direction 
may  probably  be  extended. 

The  quantity  of  olive  oil  brought  into  Malaga  during  the  past  year  Olive  oil  pro- 
is  reported  to  amount  to  24,996,351  kilos.,  equal  to  6,oi4,528  gallons,  duce  in  1885. 
of  which  21,766,953  kilos.,  or  5,08k\177  gallons  were  exported,  the 
average  price  being  Is  Sd.  per  gallon. 

A.  considerable   decrease  has  taken  place  in  recent  years  in  the  Decrease  of 
export  of  esparto  grass  from  this  port.  Esparto 

In   1871   the  shipments  of  this  grass  from  Malaga  amounted  to  shipmeuls. 
3,407  tons,  in  1872  to  4,291  tons,  in  lb73  to  4,7o2  tons,  whilst  tha 
shipments  in  1884  were  only  2,384  tons,  and  those  in  1886  2,187  tons. 

The  destruction   of  vineyards    in    the  province  of  Malaga  from  Progress  and 
Phyllowera^  as  referred  to  in  previous  reports  from  this  Consulate,  has  effects  of 
[801]  2  A.  PhyUoxera. 
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progressed  continuously  and  with  diHastrous  eflfects.  According  to 
recent  statements,  it  is  alleged  that  the  Tineyards  have  been  actually 
extinguished  in.  the  districts  of  Algarrobo,  Aimachar,  Benagalbon, 
Benamargosa^  Benamocarra,Borje,  Comares,  Ctifcar,Iznate,Macharayiara, 
Molinejo,  Olias  Total^n,  and  Yelez-Malaga.  In  these  places  28,552 
hectares,  or  60,551  acres  of  land,  were  under  cultivation  as  vineyards. 

The  districts  in  which  the  vineyards  attacked  are  more  or  less 
seriously  affected,  and  where,  though  the  cultivation  is  not  yet  com- 
pletely abandoned,  no  hope  now  exists  of  gathering  any  future  crops  of 
importance,  are:  Alcaucin,  Archez,  Arenas,  Canillas-de-Albaida,Canillaa- 
de- Aceituno,  Oasabermeja  Golmenar,  C6mpeta  Frigiliana,  Malaga,  Neria, 
Feriana,  J^iogordo,  Salares,  Sayalon^  Sedella,  Torroz,  and  Yinuela. 
43,082  hectares,  or  106,455  acres  of  vineysurds,  existed  in  these  districts. 
In  Alora,  Alozaina,  and  Pizarra,  where  the  vineyards  extend  over 
5,672  hectares,  or  14,015  acres,  the  vines  are  also  affected  with 
Phylloxera  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  Alhaurin  de  la  Torre, 
Alhaurin-el-Grande,  Benalm^ena,  Euengirola,  Marbella,  and  Mijas, 
the  disease  is  known  to  exist,  although  its  effects  have  not  yet  become 
apparent ;  46  districts,  comprising  only  28,763  hectares,  or  71,019  acres, 
are  now  reported  to  be  free  from  Phylloxera  in  the  whole  of  the 
province  of  Malaga. 
Increase  of  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  prevalence  of  PhyUoccera,  and  the 

wine  protkc-  consequent  falling  off  of  the  grape  crops  in  the  province  of  Malaga, 
*^®"-  the  manufacture  of  wine  appears  to  have  increased  considerably  during 

the  last  two  years ;  the  quantity  of  wine  made  in  each  of  those  years,  in 
fact,  cannot  have  been  less  than  3,000,000  gallons,  since  the  exports  in 
1884  amounted  to  2,206,758  gallons,  and  in  1885  to  2,208,090  gallons, 
while  it  is  alleged  that  not  letts  than  1,500,000  gallons  are  annually 
consumed  in  the  town  of  Malaga  by  its  locsd  and  floating  population ; 
but  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  all  the  grapes  from  which 
Malaga  wine  is  made  are  grown  in  the  province,  as  the  *^  mosto,"  or 
must,  is  frequently  brought  in  from  the  neighbouring  districts  in  which 
vineyards  exist. 
Coantries  to  Of  the  wine  exports  about  two-thirds  are  shipped  to  French  and 

irhich  Malaga  other  European  ports,  and  the  remainder  to  the  Spanish  colonies, 
wine  18  ex-  South  America,  and  the  United  States.  The  quantity  shipped  to  the 
ported.  United  Kingdom  is  about  1,000  butts  of  105  gallons.    The  chief  ports 

in  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  to  which  these  wines  are  sent  are: 
London,  Liverpool,    Bristol,   Cork,  Dublin,    and    Londonderry,    the 
principal  consumption  of  sweet  wine  being  in  Ireland,  where  it  is 
used  as  sacramental  wine. 
Probable  com-       The  recent  extensive  cultivation  of  raisins  in  the  southern  districts 
petition  of       of  California  have  already  somewhat  affected  the  demands  from  the 
California        United  States  for  this  important  staple  of  Malaga  produce,  and  is  likely 
raielna.  eventually  to  have  a  considerable  effect  on  this  market.    The  annuiu 

consumption  of  raisins  in  the  United  States  is  reported  to  be  about 
7,000,010  of  boxes.  In  1880  the  first  considerable  crop  of  1,700  boxes 
was  exported  thither  from  California,  while  last  year  the  shipments 
from  California  to  the  United  States  are  alleged  to  have  amounted  to 
350,000  boxe?. 
Bedoction  in  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  rates  of  freight  to  this  port  are  now 

rates  of  fully  50  per  cent,  less  than  they  were  10  years  ago,  owing  to  the  keen 

freight  competition  that  exists  in  the  carrying  trade.     On  the  other  hand  the 

works  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  harbour,  which,  owing 
to  a  disagreement  with  the  French  contractors,  were  suspended  in  July, 
1883.  are  still  in  abeyance,  a  breakwater  of  284  yards  in  length  having 
only  been  made,  while  special  duties  for  the  purpose  are  stiU  imposed 
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on  shipping.  In  the  meantime  the  harbour  i8  being  rapidly  silted  up, 
and  large  vessels  no  longer  able  to  enter  the  port  have  to  anchor  in  the 
roads,  whereby  the  expense  of  landing  and  discharging  cargo  is  greatly 
increased;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  Malaga  is  now  rapidly  losing  the 
shipping  trade  on  goods  to  and  from  the  interior,  which  find  their  way 
less  expensively  through  the  port  of  Seville. 

The  following  are    the  dues  at    present    levied  on  shipping  at  Port  dues  at 
Malaga :—  Malaga. 

On  yesBels  diflchai:giDg  from  Snropo — 

Custom  dues 5  r.     (la.)  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos,  of  cargo. 

Hart>oiir  improvement .  •        ••     S  r.      (6c{.)       „  „  „ 

From  America — 

Oostomdaes 10  r.      (2«.)        „  „  „ 

Harbour  improvement..        ••       2r.76c(7<^)„  „  „ 

'Somu  Coals  pay  only  1  r.»  or  2k<L,  custom  dues  on  disehsi^sing,  bat  the  same 
harbour  dues. 

On  vessels  loading  for  Enrope — 

Custom  dues 4  r.  (lOd)  per  ton. 

Harbour  impost  • .        ••       2  r.  80  c  (id,)  „ 

Pilotage  is  compulsory,  and  pilotage  dues  are  levied  on  gross 
tonnage,  equally  on  vessels  which  enter  the  harbour  and  those  which 
anchor  in  the  roads.  It  is  a  frequent  source  of  complaint  that  the 
dues  imposed  under  this  heading  are  levied  on  vessels  that  are  now 
ohliged  to  anchor  in  the  roadstead,  and  therefore  practically  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  pilot's  services,  and  moreover  tnat  these  dues  are 
charged  double  when  vessels  arrive  after  sun-down ! 

Anchorage  dues  are  levied  on  all  vessels,  only  those  under  50  tons  in 
measurement  being  exempted. 

A  notice  has  been  published  at  this  port,  stating  that  the  Spanish  Floating  coal 
Minister  of  Finance  has  authorised  the  establishment  of  a  floating  coal  ^'^*  autho- 
dep6t  in  the  harbour  of  Malaga,  as  well  as  in  16  other  harbours  of  '^^ 
Spain.     This  measure  is  likely  to  afford  facilities  for  coaling  to  large 
steamers  calling  at  Malaga,  which  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  proceed 
to  Gibraltar  for  that  purpose,  the  expense  of  landing  and  shipping  coal 
at  this  port  being  excessive,  as  much  as  68.  M,  per  ton  having  lately 
been  charged  as  landing  expenses  only  on  a  cargo  of  coal  consisting  of 
1,000  tons. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  in  the  interest  of  the  shipping  and  Effect  of 
mercantile  community  that  the  experience  of  the  recent  outbreak  of  quarantine  on 
cholera  in  Spain  may  induce  in  the  future  a  more  liberal  and  practical  shipping, 
treatment  of  foreign  shipping,  and  that  Spanish  authorities  may  cease 
to  place  their  faith  in  quarantine  and  lazaretto  and  sanitary  cordons  as  a 
preventive  of  cholera.    The  result  of  this  course  of  treatment  last  year 
must  have  shown  that  such  precautions  are  quito  unworthy  of  the  faith 
that  was  so  generally  placed  in  them,  and  that  they  were,  in  fact, 
practically  worse  than  useless,  while  the  loss  and  expense  inflictod 
thereby  on  shipping  were  incalculable. 

A  consideraole  fluctuation  has  taken  place  recently  in  the  rate  of  Fluctuations 
exchange  for  bills  on  England,  and  the  old  *'  par  "  rato  of  48cf.,  or  4i.  n^  exchange 
per  Spanish  dollar,  has  ceased  to  exist  as  res^ards  the  obtaining  of  bills  "^^P??"*'*,^ 
for  currency,  the  present  rate  being  46|J.  tor  bills  at  90  days,  and  4^d.  ^^t^'**'^^ 
for  bills  at  short  sight.    This  is  a  matter  to  which  the  attention  of  ^"^ 
shipowners  should  be  directed  in  signing  charter  parties,  or  a  loss  of 
at  least  4  per  cent,  may  be  entailed.     It  is  a  practice  here,  as   in 
many  other  places  in  foreign  countries,  for  freights  to  be  settled  by  the 
consignee's  bill  on  England  for  the  amount  thereof  in  sterling,  less  cash 

2  ^2 
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for  dlBbursements  **  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange,"  bat  the  so-ctdled 

current  rate  of  exchange  ruling  in  Buch  cases  is  different  from  that  at 

which  bills  on  England  can  be  purchased.    Cash  advances  at  Malaga, 

for  instance,  are  now  still  usually  made  at  ^Sd.  per  dollar,  while  the  rate 

for  biUs  at  short  sight  fluctuates  between  46^.  and  4G|<f .    When  the  total 

amount  of  freight  is  paid  in  cash  the  loss  entailed  is  considerable,  and 

the  present  wording  of  charter  parties  gives  tne  merchant  the  option 

of  so  paying  in  cash.    It  is  suggested  therefore  that  a  stated  rate  of 

exchange,  ascertained  to  be  ruling  at  the  port  of  discharge,  should  be 

inserted  in   the  charter  party  in  the  place  of  ''the  current  rate  of 

exchange.** 

Moyement  for       A  notice  had  lately  been  published  in  the  Spanish  newspapers  that 

e-ttabliaUment  ^  movement  has  been  made  at  Madrid,  seconded  in  the  imporlint  com- 

of  Chauibere    xnercial  capitals  of  the  Peninsula,  to  establish  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 

of  commerce,  g^^.^^     j^  .^  alleged  that  the  Circulo  de  la  Union  Mercantil  of 

Madrid,  an  important  commercial  club,  has  addressed  a  memorial  on  the 

subject  to  the  Spanish  Government,  containing  tho  basis  of  a  scheme 

and  the  statutes  of  a  chamber  for  the  capital  which  is  to  serve  as  a 

guide  and  model  for   those   to    be  subsequently  established  in  the 

provinces,  and  it  is  stated  that  this  movement  has  already  been  adopted 

at  Valencia,  Barcelona,  and  other  commercial  cities. 

Means  of  de-        1°  *^®  report  which  I  had  lately  the  honour  to  draw  up  for  the 

veloping  Boyal  Commission  on  the  Depression  of  Trade  and  Industiy,  certain 

British  trade   suggestions  are  offered  for  the  extension  of  British  commerce  in  foreign 

abroad.  countries,  by  means  of  a  system  of  local  agencies  abroad  and  registry 

offices    at  home;  but  there  is  another  matter  to  which  the  writer's 

attention  has  been  directed  by  the  apparent  public  desire  for  Consular 

assistance  for  the  promotion  of  British  trade  abroad,  in  regard  to  which 

I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  submit  the  following  observations 

respecting  a  proposed  scheme,  which  has  in  some  des^ree  been  suggested 

by  the  interesting  report  of  Mr.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  bateman  relative  to 

commercial  museums  in  Belgium. 

As  stated  in  the  report  referred  to  above,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
French,  German,  and  Belgian  firms  derive  considerable  trade  in  foreign 
countries  by  the  pains  which  they  take  to  bring  their  manufactures 
under  the  notice  of  the  foreign  buyer  and  consumer,  whilst  it  is  no  less 
apparent  that  many  foreign  houses  will  prefer  to  give  their  orders  vivd 
voce  rather  than  write  to  England  for  goods  about  which  they  are 
perhaps  not  fully  informed,  while  the  course  which  affords  most 
facilities  will  generally  be  that  which  is  adopted ;  everything,  in  fact, 
which  tends  to  lessen  trouble  will  assuredly,  as  regards  a  certain  class 
of  purchasers,  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  orders;  moreoverfthose  traders 
ana  others  who  cannot  afford,  or  do  not  care,  to  visit  the  manufacturinfi; 
centres  at  home,  often  remain  in  ignorance,  to  an  extent  little  credited 
as  regards  the  best  productions  of  the  country. 

The  plan  which  it  is  now  suggested  might  be  usefully  adopted  is 
the  establishment  of  specimen  and  sample  rooms  for  British  manufac- 
tures and  goods,  to  be  attached  to  and  in  connection  with  Her  Majesty's 
Consulates  in  the  more  important  commercial  cities  in  each  foreign 
country,  such  establishments  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  Her 
Majesty's  Consuls. 
*  — — *—  These  rooms  it  is  thought  might  contain  samples,  specimens,  draw- 

ings, or  models  of  such  articles  of  British  manufactured  goods  as  the 
chambers  of  commerce,  interested  in  their  production,  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  collect  and  send  abroad  for  exhibition,  whilst  the  collection 
of  articles  for  the  purpose  by  the  chambers  of  commerce  would  avoid 
the  sending  out  of  an  unnecessary  repetition  of  the  same  class  of  goods. 
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The  specimens  might  perhaps  usefully  comprise  such  goods  as  cotton 
yams  and  tissues,  hosiery,  woollen  ^;ood8,  yarns,  and  tissues,  carpetings, 
oilcloth,  linoleum,  cloth  textiles,  linen  ^ams  and  textiles,  jute  yams 
and  textiles,  leather  goods ;  glass,  porcelain,  and  earthenware,  stationery, 
saddlery,  books,  guns,  musidal  instruments,  preser?ed  provisions,  biacuitSy 
chemicals,  dyes,  candles,  soap,  &c. ;  and  plans  and  models,  drawings 
and  photographs  of  steamships,  launches  and  boats,  steam  en^es, 
machinery,  carriages,  pianos,  furniture  and  heavy  goods  generally,  of 
which  specimens  could  not  be  conveniently  sent  abroad  for  exhibition. 

It  is  suggested  that  a  clerk,  appointed  by  the  Consul  for  the  pur- 
pose, should  take  charge  of  and  catalogue  such  goods  as  might  be  sent 
out  from  time  to  time  for  permanent  or  temporary  exhibition,  and  that 
he  should  be  in  attendance  at  convenient  times  to  afford  visitors  infor- 
mation as  to  the  cost  of  the  articles  at  home  and  the  probable  expenses 
of  carriage,  duty,  &c.,  and  also  to  place  intending  purchasers  in  connection 
with  the  manufacturers. 

It  is  considered  that  the  charges  for  clerk  hire,  rent,  porterage,  Ac, 
of  such  an  establishment  as  that  indicated,  at  each  place  where  it  might 
be  deemed  desirable  to  have  specimen  rooms,  need  not  be  great ;  and 
on  those  specimens  which  could  be  kept  within  the  prescribed  limits  in 
foreign  tariffs  for  samples  no  charge  for  duty  would  be  incurred.  It  is 
thought,  moreover,  that  these  charges  might  be  borne  by  the  respective 
chambers  of  commerce  in  Great  Britain,  who  in  their  turn  could  raise 
the  necessary  funds  by  subscription,  or  fee,  from  such  manufacturers  as 
might  desire  to  take  part  in  the  scheme,  and  send  out  specimens  of 
their  goods  for  exhibit. 

The  importance  of  showing  intending  purchasers  where  they  can 
best  supply  themselves  with  the  articles  they  require  need  not  be 
dilated  upon,  and  it  appears  to  the  writer  that  in  no  way,  probably, 
could  the  chambers  of  commerce  at  home  and  Her  Majesty's  Consuls 
abroad  more  advantageously  work  together  for  the  promotion  and 
extension  of  British  trade  in  foreign  countries  in  these  times  of  Ger- 
man, French,  and  Belgian  competition  than  bv  constantly  keeping  the 
excellence  of  British  manufactures  before  foreigners,  in  some  such  way 
as  that  now  briefly  submitted  for  consideration,  if  a  scheme  of  this 
nature  should  meet  with  the  approval  and  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Barron  reports  from  Almeria  that  during  the  year  iteport  ftom 
1885  there  has  been  a  decrease  both  of  import  and  export  trade  at  that  Almeria.  Do- 
port,  although  the  number  of  British  ships  entering  and  clearing  has  crease  of 
been  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  viz.,  98  vessels,  chiefly  hmporta. 
steamers,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  74,584  tons  and  1,916  crew. 
Very  few  other  foreign  ships  have  visited  Almeria  during  the  year. 

EXPOBTB  (from  Almeria). 

Esparto. — ^This  fibre  continues  to  be  exported  to  Great  Britain  for  Deelino  in 
the  manufacture  of  paper,  but  owing,  Mr.  Barron  states,  to  the  large  Esparto  trade, 
shipments  from  Oran  and  other  African  ports,  and  to  the  increased 
manufacture  of  paper  from  wood  pulp,  the  prices  of  Esparto  have 
decreased.    The  export  in  1885  from  Almeria  is  stated  to  amount  to 
12,000  tons,  and  the  average  price  52.  5«.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

Qrapes. — The  exports  of  this  fruit  packed  in  barrels  and  corkdust  Grape  ship- 
are  given  as  500,000  barrels,  of  which  the  greater  part  went  to  Great  ments  nn- 
Britain,  the  remainder  to  the  United  States  and  to  Sussia ;  but  the  profitable, 
crop  is  stated  to  have  been  a  bad  one  on  account  of  the  rains  during  the 
vintage,  and  therefore  the  selling  prices  have  been  ruinous. 
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Other  Fruit. — ^The  usual  small  exports  of  oranges,  almonds,  &q. 
Leads  and  Ores. — ^The  exports  of  these  from  Almeria  continue,  Mr. 
Barron  says,  to  decrease,  owing  to  the  low  prices  at  places  of  consump- 
tion. The  mines  in  that  district  are  almost  at  a  standstill,  and  unless 
prices  rise,  or  cheaper  means  of  carriage  be  adopted,  there  cannot  be 
any  revival  of  this  business.  There  are  still  some  raUroads  in  contem- 
plation to  the  iron  ore  mines,  and  if  they  are  carried  out  the  shipments 
of  iron  ore,  Mr.  Barron  estimates,  will  be  very  large. 

Sulphur. — ^These  mines  continue  to  be  worked,  but  there  is,  it  is 

ports  Ihnited.  stated,  no  material  increase  of  production.    The  exports  may  be  calcu- 
lated at  10,000  tons,  chiefly  to  the  Peninsula  and  to  France. 

IicpOBTB  (from  Almeria). 

The  imports  from  foreign  countries  have  been  fewer  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  They  can  never  be  of  any  importance,  Mr.  Barron 
reports,  until  there  is  railway  communication  with  the  interior.  1  he 
consumption,  meanwhile,  is  limited  to  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
Ooke  and  cole  from  Bngland  are,  it  is  stated,  scarcely  required  at 
Almeria,  unless  the  mines  are  worked  and  the  smelting  of  ore  con- 
tinued. 

The  extension  of  the  mole  at  Almeria  continues  refi^rly,  and 
there  are  now,  Mr.  Barrou  reports,  over  300  metres  of  the  new  work 
completed. 

Annex  A. — ^BflTTTsir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Malaga  in  the 

Tear  1885. 


Decrease  in 
lead  and  ore 
shipments. 


Solphor  ex- 


Imports  from 
foreign 
countries  de- 
creasing. 

Progress  of 
mole  exten- 
sion at 
Almeria. 


Sailing. 

Staun. 

Total. 

Nationiditj. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Kmnberof 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Britldi          

Spanish        

French         

Qerman        ...       ... 

Swedish        

Daniih          

Dntch           

Italian          

Portngneae 

Other  countries      ... 

24 

"s 

6 
11 

is 

16 
21 

6,661 

Mil 

1,100 

6,144 

166 

4*674 
1,772 
11,970 

200 

'(io 

00 
S6 
16 
16 

'"l 

167,204 

SMSS 

48,666 
18,782 
14,168 
11,787 

"486 

283 

66 
46 
17 
16 
16 
16 
22 

178,766 
746,092 
89,944 
49,768 
28,926 
14,828 
li,787 
4,674 
1,772 
12,465 

Total      

.,    i6rl884  .^ 

r: 

.M 

M. 

•- 

2,888 
2,461 

1,077,406 

818,776 

Clsaud. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British         

Spanish        

French         ...       .» 

German        

Swedish 

Danish 

Dutch 

Italian 

Portuguese   ... 

Other  countries      ... 

26 

'V 

6 
12 

1 

17 
16 

20 

6,626 

1,644 

1,764 

6,864 

165 

eVooi 

1,772 
11,627 

218 

"69 
60 
86 
16 
16     • 

"*1 

170,006 

86*,997 
48,668 
18,782 
14.168 
11,787 

"496 

288 

66 
47 

176,680 
746,092 
88,641 
60,412 
24,146 
14,828 
11,787 
6,061 
1,772 
12.022 

Total      ...       -. 
„    tor  1884  ... 

•- 

— 

... 

•" 

2,894 
2,482 

1,080.796 
818,696 

Non.--ClaaBification  of  Spanish  yessels  into  aailing  and  9tecm  cannot  be 
obtained. 
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liBTUiur  of  BritisL  Shipping  at  tho  Out  Porta  in  the  Consular 
District  ot  Malaga  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Emtkbrd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Fort. 

Number  of 
YeBselB. 

Toonage. 

Number  of 

Veawle. 

Tonnage. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Carthagena  .., 

Almerla        

Garmch*     ... 

^^.    z   ::: 

Marbella       ... 
MotrU           ...       .„ 

28 
4 
7 
2 
1 

13 

12,007 

1,556 

5,420 

559 

174 

4,817 

326 
89 
61 
39 
20 
20 
2 

279,920 
83,028 
38,580 
35,135 
11,518 
20,426 
681 

849 
93 
68 
41 
21 
20 
15 

291,927 
84,584 
43,950 
35,694 
11,692 
20,426 
5,398 

Total      

59 

24,533 

567 

469,138 

607 

493,671 

ClXAMXD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Port. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tonnage. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Garracha      

Agnilas         

Adra  ...        

MarbelU       ...       ... 

Motril           

22 
6 

6 
2 

1 

i*2 

10,627 

1,695 

4,657 

559 

174 

4,427 

326 
86 
64 
39 
20 
20 

280,459 
70,825 
41,090 
35,135 
11,518 
20,426 
390 

348 
91 
70 
41 
21 
20 
13 

291,086 
72,620 
45,747 
35,694 
11,692 
20,426 
4,817 

Total      

48 

22»139 

556 

459,843 

604 

481,982 

Kbturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Out  Porta  in  the  Consular  District 
of  Malaga  in  the  Year  1884. 


Ehtbbkd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nnmber  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Cartbegena. 

Almerla     

Agoilas      

M^bella    

Adra          k..       ». 
Motrn        

22 
13 
12 
6 

1 
2 
15 

11,334 
9,401 
5,216 
8,491 
812 
665 
6,150 

445 
94 
87 
31 
28 
23 
9 

356,198 
72,361 
64,690 
28,858 
25,225 
13,217 
5,794 

467 
107 
99 
37 
29 
25 
24 

367,532 
81,762 
69,906 
32,849 
26,037 
13,782 
11,944 

Total 

71 

86,960 

717 

566,343     1         788 

603,312 

CUULBSD. 


Steam. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nnmber  of 
Yessela. 

Tonnage. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Carthagena 
Garracha    ... 

Almerla      

Aguilas       

Marbella     

Adra          

MotiH         

22 
13 
10 
6 
1 
2 
15 

12,480 
9,401 
4,569 
3,491 
812 
565 
6,150 

446 
92 
88 

31 

28 

28 

6 

366,912 
60,544 
65,186 
28,858 
25,485 
13,217 
3,233 

468 
105 
98 
37 
29 
25 
20 

369,392 
69,945 
69,744 
32,349 
26,297 
13,782 
9,383 

Total    

69 

87,458      1          713 

663,434 

782 

590,892 
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Annex  B.— Betdbit  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Malaga 
during  the  lears  1884  and  1885. 


Artialei. 

188ff. 

1884. 

Box  of  221b 

Quantify. 

Value. 

Qnantitj. 

Yalne. 

L    1,252,428 

500,971 

1,248,968 

£ 

499,597 

ff           •  •        •  • 

Barrels     • 

10,818 

6,187 

9,809 

5,885 

n                ••           •• 

Frails 

19,849 

11,094 

24,155 

14,493 

Almondi  (Jordan)  • . 

Bushels     . 

2,091 

2,091 

6,524 

6,524 

ft            •  •        •  • 

Box  of  2211 

t,.        19.550 

46,920 

27,076 

64,982 

Lemons 

Box  of  480, 

88.766 

18,955 

85,808 

12,990 

Grapes         ••         •• 

Barrels 

26,988 

24,847 

25,046 

19,586 

Lemon  and  orange 

peel 

Bales  Icwt 

795 

1,908 

954 

2,289 

Figs  (dried).. 

Lbs. 

.    1,290,800 

6,461 

69,868 

8.815 

Chickpeas  .. 

Bushels     • 

40,698 

27,182 

168,026 

46.579 

Soap 

CirtB. 

457 

781 

150 

240 

Lead 

Tons 

10,970 

120,670 

15,849 

168,889 

Wine 

Gallons     . 

.    2,208,090 

881,218 

2,206.758 

881,008 

tf   . .         • .         • . 

Cases 

2,418 

1,984 

8,768 

8,010 

Oil 

Gallons     . 

.    6,848,017 

695,046 

8,218,415 

826,264 

Esparto        •.         •« 

Tons 

2,187 

14,215 

2,884 

15,496 

Oranges       ..        •• 

. .       . 

84,466 

17,288 

88,250 

19,125 

Total    .. 

•• 

1,828,598 

•  . 

1,545,166 

Rbtvbst  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Malaga  during  the  Years 

1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

Articles. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons 

48,594 

58,812 

46,828 

56,198 

ColLO 

n                •  • 

1,964 

2,946 

905 

1.857 

Charcoal  .. 

»»                •• 

8,291 

18,164 

8,661 

14,644 

Staves       .. 

Number  .. 

764,177 

42,226 

586,858 

81,784 

Boards      .. 

19                 •• 

151,050 

16.615 

142,886 

15.717 

n             •• 

852.086 

88,000 

187.170 

47,000 

Cottonwool 

Bales 

17,180 

171,800 

15.820 

158.200 

Codfish     •• 

•  •        •• 

57,160 

74,808 

87,871 

118,582 

Sugar 

Sacks        .. 

12.158 

27,884 

18,790 

42,387 

Petroleum 

Casks 

100 

144 

1,000 

1,440 

»»                 •• 

Cases 

72,199 

67,757 

48,652 

84,921 

Igpiiogam      .. 

Tons 

688 

4,108 

120 

780 

Totd.. 

•  • 

556,714 

•• 

518,006 

Ken.— Imports  haye  also  been  made  to  a  small  extent  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  p.  842  of  this  report,  the  value  and  extent  of  which  cannot  be 
ascertained  until  the  Spanish  Customs  returns  are  published,  and  eren  then  no 
great  reliance  oould  be  placed  on  the  accuracy  of  the  statistics  ftimished. 

Malaga,  March  15, 1886. 
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CHEISTIANIA. 

Report  hy  Acting  ConsuU  General  Seam  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
Norway  for  the  Year  1885. 

Pabt  L — Acting  Consttl-Qenebal's  Bepokt. 

Thjc  following  report,  although  supported  by  but  few  official  statistics, 
which  are,  as  a  rule,  not  published  until  the  summer,  gives,  at  an  earlv 
period  in  the  year,  a  review  of  the  trade  and  commercial  status  of 
Norway,  especially  with  regard  to  those  branches  which  are  connected 
with  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Central  Statistical  Bureau  at  Christiania  has,  however,  already 
published  some  tables  relating  to  the  imports  and  exports,  fisheries,  and 
timber  trade  in  1885 ;  and  these  are  appended  to  the  present  report, 
which  is,  for  the  most  part,  compiled  from  a  review  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  Norway  in  1886,  which  has  appeared  in  the  leading  news- 
paper, the  **  Morgenblad." 

The  Timber  Trade,  ^Tihe  quantity  of  wood  exported  during  the  first  Timber  trade. 
11  months  of  1885  has  been  about  9  per  cent,  less  than  in  the  same 
period  of  each  of  the  foregoing  years,  while  the  selling  price,  at  any 
rate  as  regards  the  principal  sorts,  has  been  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Any  difference  that  there  may  be  is  in  favour  of  1884,  as  prices  this 
year  have  been  a  little  weaker.  Business  has  been  for  the  most  part 
dull.  It  was,  however,  a  little  more  lively  when  war  was  expected 
between  England  and  Eussia,  but  even  that  prospect  created  no  exten^ 
give  speculation  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  brought  about  a  few  purchases 
of  battens  on  Scotch  account,  which  has  very  rarely  been  the  case  of 
late  years. 

The  permanent  increase  in  timber  duties  in  Germany  caused  a  Germany, 
greater  export  than  usual  to  that  country  in  the  first  half  year,  and  the 
increase  in  the  sales  to  Germany  for  the  whole  year  will  be  about  20  per 
cent,  greater  than  in  1884. 

The  most  important  feature  in  this  year's  timber  export  is  the  very  Australia, 
large  amount  of  planed  wood  which  has  been  sent  to  Australia.  There 
has  never  been  so  much  shipped  in  any  former  year,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  greater  part  was  sold  beforehand.  The  greater 
part  of  what  was  sent  on  consignment,  it  is  believed,  was  sent  off  early 
in  the  year,  and  will  therefore  have  obtained  very  good  prices  when 
realised.  For  what  has  been  shipped  during  the  past  few  months  the 
prospects  are,  on  the  contrary,  anything  but  promising,  since  it  can 
scarcely  be  ex])ected  that  the  demand  can  have  so  increased  as  to  keep 
pace  with  the  import  into  the  colonies.  It  is  chiefly  white  pine  whicn 
has  been  sent  to  Australia  this  year,  and  this,. together  with  some  sales 
to  Scotland  and  the  increased  shipments  to  Germany,  in  both  cases 
sawn-white  pine,  have  caused  the  stock  of  this  kind  of  timber  to  be 
very  small  compared  with  red  nine.  Prices  of  logs  in  the  Glommen  ^1^^- 
river  were,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  30  to  32  kroner  (1/.  13«.  4d.  to 
1/.  15«.  6^.)  per  dozen  of  24  feet,  9-inch  top.  At  midsummer  the 
average  price  was  26  kroner  (1/.  18«.  lOd,)  for  wnite  wood,  and  28  kroner 
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{11.  Us,  Id.)  for  red  wood,  and  later  in  the  autumn  occasionally  1  or  2 
kroner  less. 

The  inland  prices  for  sawn  timber,  especially  dry  battens  fit  for 
flooring,  have  not  varied  much  during  the  year.  The  prices  delivered 
in  Christiajiia  have  averaged  12  to  13  ore  (l^^d^.  to  1|^.)  per  2  feet 
English,  and  13  to  18^  ore  (Hid.)  for  red  wood.  For  unseasoned 
battens  for  sale  on  delivery  prices  have  been  somewhat  lower.  The 
houses  at  Sannesund  sold  their  stocks  of  battens  in  the  autumn  for 
10/.  10«.  for  white  wood,  and  11/.  5s.  for  red  wood  per  2,520  feet 
2^X6^  for  seconds,  while  about  10*.  lower  had  been  accepted  by 
merchants  earlier  in  the  year. 

The  selling  price  of  planed  wood  has  undergone  no  especial  change 
in  1885.  At  the  begmning  of  the  year  71.  7*.  6d.  for  firsts,  and 
61. 17*.  6d.  for  seconds  white  wood  was  paid  c.i.f.  for  Liverpool ;  at  the 
same  time  for  red  wood  9/.  5*.  to  9/.  10*.  per  standard  for  firsts,  and 
11.  10*.  less  for  seconds  was  paid.  During  the  spring  white  wood  firsts 
sold  at  7Z.  2*.  6d.  to  7Z.  5*.  c.i.f.  to  Liverpool,  while  late  in  the  summer 
and  in  the  autumn  prices  rose  2*.  6d.  to  5*.,  and  business  was  done  for 
late  autumn  shipments  at  71. 12*.  6d.  for  white  wood  firsts. 

The  f.o.b.  prices  to  Australia  have  been  61.  5*.  to  61. 12*.  6d.  for  firsts 
and  seconds  white  wood,  and  1/.  more  for  red  wood  per  Petersburg 
standard  for  the  thicker  dimensions,  with  an  addition  for  the  thinner. 

Prices  for  the  more  valuable  kinds  of  timber,  planed  and  sawn,  have 
likewise  been  about  the  same  in  1885  as  in  1884,  any  difierence  that 
there  may  have  been  being  in  favour  of  1884,  nor  has  there  been  any 
special  difference  with  regard  to  the  quantities  of  these  two  chief  sorts 
shipped ;  but  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  satisfactory  to  note  that  planed 
wood  is  increasing  at  the  expense  of  sawn  wood. 

Of  the  9  per  cent,  decrease  in  the  total  quantity  shipped  this  year 
against  last  year  two-thirds  fall  upon  mining  timber  and  props,  which 
articles  have  been  at  an  exceptionally  low  price. 

Since  these  kinds  of  timber  are  usually  produced  from  the  young 
forests  there  is  no  reason  to  regret  that  the  production  has  been  less  in 
1885  than  in  former  years. 

ToTJLL  Export  of  Timber  from  Norway. 

Res.  Tons. 

In  1885  856,000 

1884  ..         ..  989,281 

1888  945,156 

1882  918,809 

1881  881,991 

1880  895,206 

Value.  The  value  of  the  timber  exported  in  1885  is  estimated  at  quite 

32,500,000  kroner  (1,805,000Z.),  and  at  the  close  of  last  year  the  export 
of  1884  was  estimated  at  34,000,000  kroner  (1,880,000/.).  The  official 
statistics,  which  were  published  later,  gave  the  value  at  33,787,000 
kroner  (1,877,000Z.).  With  regard  to  the  prospects  for  the  timber 
trade  during  the  coming  year,  it  is  at  tliis  moment  difficult  to  speak, 
but  it  is  believed  there  is  ground  to  hope  tliat  for  spring  shipments  at 
least  10*.  more  per  Petersburg  standard  will  be  obtained  for  planed  white 
wood  than  was  obtained  at  the  beginning  of  last  year. 

It  appears  also  that  the  leading  firms  now  ask  81.  per  standard  c.i.f. 
to  Liverpool  for  firsts  white  wood.  The  quantities  of  timber  floated 
down  the  Glommen  river  in  1885  were  191,201^  dozen  against 
186,249t:V  dozen  in  1884,  235,249^  dozen  in  1883,  259,667,^  dozen 
in  1882,  and  234,242-5?^  dozen  in  1881. 
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Mining. — At  the  Kttogaberg  silver  mines  the  production  during  the  Mining. 
past  year  was  about  7,300  kilos,  of  fine  silver  against —  SiWer. 

In  1884        6?817  ^^^^ 

1888        MOO  ^^^ 

1882        5,983 

The  price  of  silver  has  fallen  6  to  7  kroner  (6«.  M.  to  75.  9J.)  per 
kilogramme  in  the  last  six  months,  and  is  at  present  123  to  124  kroner 
(6Z.  16«.  %d.  to  6/.  17*.  M.)  per  kilogramme  for  fine  silver.  How  prices 
will  stand  in  the  immediate  future  will  chiefly  depend  upon  the  con- 
clusion to  which  the  United  States  Congress  will  come  with  regard  to 
a  silver  coinage. 

No  division  of  the  mining  industry  has  awakened  so  great  an  q^j^ 
interest  as  the  occurrences  of  gold  discovered  of  late  years  on  the  west 
coast  The  business  which  has  been  done  with  these  during  the  past 
year  has  not  thrown  any  light  on  their  real  value.  With  the  exception 
of  the  operations  at  the  Oscar  Company's  mines,  the  works  have  not  been 
carried  on  with  that  technical  skill,  without  which  all  mining  operations 
must  bo  uncertain  and  inordinately  expensive. 

Although  gold  has  been  found  in  several  places  under  proportionally 
promising  circumstances,  the  acquisition  of  apparatus  for  the  uniform 
examination  of  the  veins,  and  to  find  out  in  which  parts  of  them  most 
gold  is  contained,  has  been  omitted. 

The  discovery  of  gold  on  Bdmmel  Island  has  caused  diligent  searches 
in  other  places.  It  appears  that  gold  does  not  occur  so  rarely  as  was 
at  one  time  supposed.  For  instance,  its  discovery  is  proved  at  Hovde, 
in  the  parish  of  Sveen,  in  Sdndhordland,  where  it  appears  in  the  quarts 
veins  in  gneiss,  as  well  as  in  the  parish  of  Olve,  in  Hardanger,  where  it 
appears  together  with  iron  in  the  quartz  veins  in  slate.  At  Hovde  a 
trial  has  shown  an  average  proportion  of  gold  of  something  over  8 
grammes  per  ton. 

Copper. — Copper  has  continued  to  fall  in  price,  and  in  the  last  half-  Copper, 
year  not  more  than  about  80  kroner  (4/.  8«.  lOd.)  per  100  kilos,  could  be 
obtained.  As  a  result  of  this,  the  EOros  works  have  lately  taken  steps 
to  reduce  the  price  of  production,  partly  by  introducing  improvements  in 
the  mining  machinery,  and  partly  and  chiefly  by  alterations  in  the  smelting 
houses,  so  that  many  expensive  operations  in  the  smelting  process  have 
been  done  away  with. 

The  BOros  works  have,  besides  the  actual  copper  ore,  an  extensive  Boros, 
export  article  in  copper  pyrites,  which  is  especiaUy  produced  at  the 
Arvedals  mine. 

This  mine  lies  about  half  a  mile  west  of  Nypladsen  Station,  on 
the  Trondhjem  Eailway ;  the  carriage  from  the  mine  to  ^his  railway 
station  has  been  both  expensive  and  difficult,  and  so  long  as  there  was 
this  imperfect  transport  there  could  be  no  question  of  increasing  the 
production  of  the  mine.  Efibrts  are  now  being  made  to  support  the  Eztonsion  of 
works  by  largely  increasing  the  production  of  this  export  article,  and  works, 
with  this  object  10  kilos,  of  railway  from  Arvedals  level  to  Tyvold 
railway  station  have  already  been  begun.  This  side  line  will  be  built 
on  the  same  principle  as  the  Boros  Bail  way,  and  the  traffic  will  be  carried 
on  with  the  material  of  that  railway,  for  which  the  necessary  agreements 
have  already  been  concluded  with  the  State.  It  is  intended  that  the 
railway  shall  be  ready  late  in  the  autumn  of  1886.  By  this  enterprise 
it  is  hoped  that  the  production  will  be  increased  from  7,000  tons  to 
20,000  tons  annually,  which  quantity,  it  is  estimated,  can  be  delivered 
from  the  mine.    The  cost  of  construction  of  this  railway  is  estimated 
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at  150;000  kroner  (8,830/.) ;  the  electric  works  will  cost  a  like  earn. 
The  improyements  in  the  mines  are  estimated  to  cost  25,000  kroner 
(1,400Z.).  For  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  works  the  sum 
of  825,000  kroner  (18,000/.)  is  therefore  required.  This  large  sum  was 
Toted  at  the  last  general  meeting,  and  the  loan  has  heen  arranged  for 
with  the  Trondhjera  Savings  Bank.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  energy 
with  which  the  Company  seeks  to  make  a  future  for  itself  may  b^ 
good  fruit,  and  that  the  works  in  contemplation  will  be  successful. 

The  Vigsnaes  Copper  Works  at  Karm  Island  have  somewhat  de- 
creased their  business  owing  to  the  low  prices ;  but,  on  the  whole,  their 
condition  has  been  favourable  during  the  year.  Almost  every  year  new 
lodes  of  ore  are  found  in  the  mines. 

A  part  of  the  ore  which  is  most  rich  in  copper  is  smelted  on  the 
spot.  The  copper  pyrites  is  exported  and  used  in  sulphuric  acid 
factories.  The  residue  is  then  worked  for  copper,  and  what  remains  is 
then  sold  as  iron  ore  to  the  iron  works. 

The  Aamdals  Copper  Works  in  Thelemarken  are  now  beginning  to 
use  the  new  machinery  which  has  been  erected  of  late  years,  by  which 
the  cost  of  production  has  decreased  to  .such  an  extent  that  the  works 
can  be  carried  on  notwithstanding  the  low  price  of  copper.  These 
works  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  ore  for  many  years  to  come. 

On  the  Dalen  property,  in  Hvideseid,  an  occurrence  of  pure  copper 
and  pure  silver  was  discovered  in  1 884,  appearing  in  a  quartzy  sand^ 
stone  6f  considerable  volume  and  extent,  w)iere  the  ipetals  appear  to 
have  collected.  They,  however,  do  not  appear  in  such  quantities  that  it 
can  be  said  for  certain  if  it  will  pay  to  work  them.  This  discovery, 
which  was  at  first  in  the  hands  or  a  Norwegian,  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred to  a  French  Comp.<iny,  who  will  prohably  sink  a  shaft  to  examine 
the  place. 

The  Haugsund  Copper  Mines  at  Eker,  which  have  discontinued  work 
for  the  last  few  years,  nave  once  more  been  started  during  the  past  year 
with  foreign  capital.  There  is,  however,  no  intention  of  carrying  on  the 
smelting  works,  but  the  ore  will  be  exported. 

The  price  of  nickel  has  been  extremely  low,  even  down  to  2  kroner 
(1«.  Sd.)  per  kilogramme,  and  therefore  most  mines  have  produced  very 
small  quantities.  The  nickel  mines  at  Evje,  which  are  now  worked  on 
foreign  account,  have  produced  good  ore  containing  4  per  c«nt.  The 
Bingerike  works  have  had  very  few  men  at  work.  The  Bamble  works, 
which  have  a  considerable  stock  of  the  product  on  hand,  have  not  been 
worked  during  the  year.  The  Senjens  nickel  works  have  likewise  some- 
what decreased  their  production. 

However,  several  new  mines  have  been  started  in  the  hope  of  better 
prices  :  for  instance,  at  Hosanger,  in  Nordhordland,  and  at  Stegen,  in 
Salten.  The  deposit  at  the  first-named  place  is  that  usual  in  **  Gabbro.'^ 
It  looks  well,  and  the  ore  contains  on  the  average  2  per  cent.  At 
Stegen  the  ore  appears  in  the  chalk  in  narrow  veins.  It  is  unusually 
rich,  but  irregular,  and  in  small  quantities. 

Zinc. — The  zinc  works  at  St5vde,  in  Syfylke,  have  not  increased  their 
production  during  the  year.  At  Lexviken,  in  North  Trondhjems  Amt,  a 
deposit  of  manganese  ore  has  been  discovered.  The  trials  have  not  yet 
heen  carried  on  far  enough  to  give  any  certaintv  of  its  value,  hut  the 
strata  appear  to  follow  close  on  one  another,  and  to  be  of  considerable 
extent. 

Apatite. — The  work  at  the  apatite  mines  at  Odegaard,in  Bamble,  which 
are  owned  by  a  French  Company,  was  almost  entirely  stopped  during  the 
autumn,  when  nearly  800  men  were  suddenly  dismissed.    The  reason 
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for  this  appears  to  have  been  the  large  amount  in  stock,  valued  at  nearly 
1,000,000  kroner  (55,000/.),  which  cannot  be  brought  into  the  market 
during  the  present  fall  in  prices.  When  prices  go  up,  no  doubt  a 
greater  amount  of  business  will  be  done. 

Ice. — It  is  unfortunatelj  a  gloomy  retrospect  that  has  to  be  shown  loe. 
with  regard  to  the  ice-trade  during  the  past  year,  and  it  is  not  going  too 
far  to  say  that  the  falling  off  last  year  was  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Still,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  cliancea  of  a  fair  return  on 
the  capital  employed  in  the  ice-trade  in  Norway  ought,  on  the  whole,  to 
be  so  good  that  in  all  reason  a  yearly  profic  ought  to  be  counted  on 
with  certainty. 

However,  ilie  cause  of  the  bad  state  of  the  ice-trade  is  very  clear. 
The  good  profits  of  certain  yeara,  as  well  as  the  facilities  for  procuring 
ice  on  marshy  tracts,  and  on  otiier  land  fit  for  damming  up  water  (the 
profit  from  wLich  id  indeed  little  or  nothing),  has  brought  the  production 
of  ice  in  Norway  up  to  an  amount  which  unfortunately  does  not  stand 
in  proportion  with  the  consumption  abroad. 

Therefore  complaints  are  always  heard,  especially  as  the  season 
advancen,  from  foreign  agents  about  the  inexplicable  amount  of  offers 
with  which  the  market  is  always  overstocked,  perhaps  most  often  occa- 
sioned by  the  transactions  in  the  trade  of  these  very  gentlemen.  Thus  Prices, 
it  is  said  that  some  English  agents  have  already  taken  large  orders  on 
band  at  7«.  6(/.  for  spring  shipments  to  London,  and  to  other  places  in 
proportion.  The  season  of  18S5  be^^an  with  unheard-of  low  prices,  for 
It  must  bo  remembered  that  freights  fell  at  the  same  time  lower  than 
ever  before ;  so  low,  even,  that  the  ships  can  hardly  have  made  any  profit 
on  the  freights. 

The  price  paid  for  spring  shipments  in  London  at  the  new  year  was 
10«.,  but  when  it  appeared  that  the  exporters  were  so  eager  to  secure 
the  few  orders  whicb  were  in  the  market,  and  when  it  happened  that 
*'  native  "  ice  was  stored  in  great  quantities  abroad,  prices  fell  rapidly, 
so  that  in  the  month  of  March  spring  cargoes  were  sold  to  London  at 
7«.  6(/.  and  8*.,  and  to  other  ports  in  proportion.  However,  in  spite  of 
these  miserable  conditions,  a  few  loads  of  ice  were  shipped  on  consign- 
ment to  London ;  but  the  result  was  so  unsatisfactory  that  the  experiment 
is  not  likely  to  be  repeated,  for  it  is  said  that  the  cargoes  were  sold  at 
6«.  6</.  c.i.f.  in  London.  Moreover,  the  price  of  ice  did  not  rise  during 
the  summer.  A  few  Norwegian  shippers  no  doubt  made  an  effort  to 
hold  on  in  the  hope  that  the  usual  rise  would  take  ^lace  in  the  summer ; 
but  notwithstandmg  thip,  the  offers  of  ice  from  ^i  orway  were  so  large 
that  orders  were  readily  taken  up  for  the  summer  at  spring  prices. 
This  state  of  affairs  remained  the  same  during  the  season,  and  even  the 
autumn  did  not  bring  any  noticeable  rise  in  prices.  For  example,  a 
cargo  was  sold  to  Ostend  at  12  fr.  per  ton  d.w.  for  October  and 
November,  for  ice  delivered  in  Norwegian  ports,  at  1 «.  Qd,  per  register 
ton,  at  the  same  time.  Circumstances  remain  unchanged,  and  there  is 
no  mention  of  higher  prices  than  78.  6d,  for  London,  and  Ss,  6d.  for 
Ireland,  for  spring  shipments  in  1886. 

No  new  markets  of  any  importance  have  been  opened,  but  on  the 
other  hand  artificial  ice  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  more  and  more, 
especially  in  the  great  towns  of  the  Continent. 

The  Iron  Shipbuilding  yards  and   workshops  have  given  a  more  ^^^  ^ 
unfortunate  result  in  1885  than  in  1884,  but  this  is  after  dX\  only  the  buildlngT 
natural  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  the  trade  on  which  such  works 
depend. 
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No  doubtaconsiderable  amouDt  of  work  basbeen  brougbtto  the  work- 
sbops  on  the  east  coast  by  the  active  shipowDers  at  and  abont  SandeQord, 
T(5nBberg,  and  partly  at  Arendal,  who  continue  to  send  expeditions  to 
catch  seals  and  whales,  but  at  such  depressed  prices  that  the  only 
gain  must  be  in  their  being  able  to  keep  the  Bkilled  labour  together. 

The  western  and  northern  workshops,  which  are  chiefly  used  for 
building  cargo  and  passenger  ships,  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  obliged 
to  limit  their  forces  of  workmen,  and  also  partly  to  decrease  the  hours 
of  labour,  circumstances  which  have  widely  extended  effects  on-  the 
welfare  of  this  branch  of  industry. 

The  fleet  of  Steamships,  both  cargo  and  passenger,  has  increased 
very  little  during  the  past  year,  but  it  may  be  noted  as  a  propitious 
fact  that,  of  the  ships  added  this  year,  proportionally  a  greater  number 
were  built  in  this  country  than  before,  although  this  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  sign  that  the  shipowners  acknowledge  the  advantages  of  building 
their  ships  at  home ;  it  appears  as  if  the  shipowners  have  only  taken 
advantage  of  the  want  of  work  at  the  building  yards  to  force  prices 
down  since  the  direct  advantage  has  been  so  apparent.  It  is  therefore 
much  to  be  feared  that  even  those  shipbuilding  yards  which  have  not 
been  at  a  loss  for  work  have  made  greater  sacrifices  in  keeping  on  their 
staff  of  workpeople  than  the  year's  accounts  will  show  has  been  for 
their  economic  good. 

It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  building  of  iron  ships  as  well  as 
machinery  has  made  great  strides,  both  as  regards  cheap  prices  and 
excellence  of  workmanship,  and  that  the  workmen,  as  well  as  the  fore- 
men and  constructors,  have  made  ^reat  progress  in  the  footsteps  which 
have  been  made  by  the  greater  shipbuilding  countries.  Praiseworthy 
efforts  have  also  been  made  to  gain  foreign  customers,  and  not  without 
success,  since  one  of  the  Christiania  building  yards,  which  has  abready 
built  whalers  for  private  Bussian  Companies,  are  now  also  building 
steamships  for  the  Bussian  Government.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
beginning  will  attract  more  and  greater  orders,  and  this  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  when  it  becomes  known  what  the  Norwegian  shipbuilding 
yards  can  turn  out,  since  so  much  of  this  sort  of  work  is  required, 
especially  by  the  Bussian  Government. 

Bepairs  to  the  home  steamships  have  doubtless  brought  much  work 
to  the  dockyards,  but  shipowners  have  been  obliged  to  limit  these 
repairs  to  those  which  are  unavoidable,  owing  to  the  depressed  circum* 
stances  under  which  steamships  are  now  worked,  leaving  all  others  for 
better  times. 

For  this  reason  and  on  account  of  competition  the  work  at  the 
dockyards  has  been  much  reduced  in  price. 

Msheries, — ^The  fisheries  must  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory  in 
quantity,  especially  with  regard  to  the  codfishery,  which  was  above  the 
average. 

The  Lofoden  fishery  reached  34,000,000  codfish,  which  is  a  better 
result  than  for  the  last  eight  years.  21,600,000  were  prepared  as 
split  cod,  and  the  remainder  made  into  '*  dried  fish."  The  number  of 
fishermen  employed  in  the  Lofoden  fishery  was  26,600,  with  6,038 
boats. 

The  codfishery  in  Pinnmarken  gave  a  rusult  of  17,500,000  fish,  of 
which  one-half  was  made  into  split  cod  ("  klipfish  "),  and  the  other  half 
into  dried  fish  ("  torfish  ").  In  this  fishery  13,758  men,  with  3,897  boats, 
were  employed.  The  prices  were  much  lower  than  in  late  years. 
'While  pnces  in  1883  were  from  22  kroner  to  35  kroner  (1/.  4^.  5i.  to 
1/.  ISs.  lOd.)  per  hundred  codfish,  and  in  1884  20  kroner  on  the  average 
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(1/.  2s.  2d.)  per  hundred,  the  price  in  1885  was  onlj  10  kroner  to 
12  kroner  (11«.  Id.  to  ISs.  4d.)  per  hundred.  The  highest  price 
received  was  17  kroner  (18«.  lOd.)  per  hundred.  The  totol  result  of 
the  cod  fisheries  was  56,500,000  fish. 

The  spring  herring  fisheries  resulted  in  a  total  of  100,000  hectolitres  Herrings, 
against  120,000  hectolitres  last  year. 

The  price  was  G  kroner  98  ore  (7^.  Sd.)  per  measure  against  11  kroner 
86  ore  (12^.  6d)  last  year.  In  the  autumn  220,000  measures  of  herrings 
of  good  quality  were  caneht,  and  the  price  fetched  at  the  beginning  was 
11  kroner  (lL2k  2d,),  but  later  it  went  down  to  4  kroner  (4d.  5d) 

At  the  Whale  Islands  from  60,000  to  70,000  hectolitres  of  herrings 
were  caught,  of  which  only  the  half  were  of  good  quality. 

Many  of  these  were  sent  to  England  in  a  fresh  condition,  preserved 
in  a  preparation  containing  boracic  acid.  The  Iceland  herring  fisheries 
were  a  total  failure. 

The  mackerel  fishery  proved  satisfactory.     Prices  in  England  were,  Mackerel, 
however,  low  on  account  of  the  large  amount  caught  in  May  on  the 
Irish  coast.    However,  many  cargoes  of  Norwegian  mackerel  fetched  • 
such  good  prices  in  England  that  there  is  no  ground  for  complaint 

The  salmon  fisheries  have,  on  the  whole,  given  a  very  good  profit',  Sainton. 
and  especially  on  the  sea  coast,  where  the  profit  was  greater  than  in  any 
previous  year.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  districts  of  Bergen, 
Lister,  Mandal,  Trondhjem,  and  Stavanger.  It  must  be  mentioned  that 
there  were  more  fishing  implements  used  than  in  any  former  year,  and 
that  the  English  fisheries  were  also  very  good.  . 

Last  year  proved  that  the  so-called  American  trout  (Sahno  fantinaUg)  Trout 
has  been  successfully  introduced  to  Norway.  8ome  years  ago  the 
inspector  of  Norwegian  fisheries  caused  some  ova  of  this  trout  to  be 
imported  from  America,  and  last  autumn  the  fish  spawned,  and  80,000 
ova  have  been  placed  in  a  hatching  apparatus.  This  trout  is  noted  for 
its  rapid  growth,  and  Norwegian  vfrater  appears  to  suit  it  well. 

Split  cod  (klip  fish)  is  the  most  important  of  all  the  Norwegian  Split  coicL 
kinds  of  prepared  fish,  as  in  these  days  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  cod 
caught  is  so  prepared.  The  large  amount  prepared  and  French  com- 
petition, as  well  as  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Spain  (which  is  the  chief 
market  for  Norwegian  klip  fish),  made  things  look  very  doubtful  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  but  it  was  soon  proved  that  the  demand  was 
greater  than  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  How  difficult 
it  is  for  Norway  to  compete  with  the  French  split  cod  is  easily  under- 
stood, since  the  French  Government  pays  an  export  premium  (prime 
d'eiportation)  of  16  fr.  per  100  kilos.,  which  is  aoout  one-third  of  the 
value  of  the  fish.  This  premium  is  now  paid  on  export  by  land,  whereas 
formerly  it  was  confined  to  export  by  sea.  The  value  of  the  spUt  cod 
prepared  in  Norway  in  1885  is  estimated  at  10,000,000  kroner  (656,550/.). 

The  roe  trade  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year.    Norwegian  Bee. 
roe  is  chiefiy  sold  for  the  French  sardine  fisheries. 

The  result  of  the  seal  "fishery  "  was  71,359  seals,  against  99,807  in  Sealing. 
1884,  which  represents  a  gross  value  of  abont  f98,219  kroner  (44,840/.), 
leaving  a  nett  profit  of  only  22,219  kroner  (1,280/.),  owing  to  the  low 
prices  and  great  expense  of  the  expeditions. 

The  price  per  skin  for  1885  is  about  4  kroner  32  ore  (4:8. 9d.)  for  young, 
6  kroner  87  ore  (78.)  for  old,  and  87  kroner  28  ore  (2/.  U.  6d.).foT  seal  oil, 
against  8  kroner  60  ore(4«.),5  kroner  60  ore(6«.),  and  40  kroner(2/.  4^.  6d.) 
in  1884. 

There  were  no  mishaps  to  the  22  Norwegian  sealing  steamers,  but  Aocidents. 
an  English  sealer,  "  Intrepid,"  foundered  off  Q-reenland  with  50  tons  of 
blabb^.    The  crew  was  saved  by  the  steamer  '^  Gap  Nor  "  of  Drammen. 
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Wludes.  The  whale  "  fishery  "  was  very  aatisfactory  indeed,  more  so  than  any 

previous  year.    Altogether  1,262  whales  were  caught,  representing 
25,000  casks  of  oil.    32  steamers  were  employed  in  this  trade  in  1885. 

The  bottlenose  whales  caught  were  only  600,  giving  about  6,000 
bushels  of  blubber. 


Shipping  and         Shipping  and  Carrying  Trade. — ^The  result  of  the  Norwegian  carrying 
canyingtnde.  trade  was  even  less  favourable  in  1885  than  in  1884.    Freights  in  the 

principal  trades  in  which  Norwegian  sailing  vessels  are  engaged  decrease 

every  year,  and  the  lowest  point  seems  not  to  have  been  reached  yet. 
Spring  Spring  freights  from  Norway  to  London  were  19«.  6J.,  ld#.,  and 

freights.  18#.  6^.  for  planed  wood,  and  7«.  6J.  and  7«.  dJ.  for  ice  in  the  larger 

vessels.    The  same  freights  were  paid  to  the  cheaper  Irish  ports,  tie.,  to 

Waterford,  Belfast,  Kinsale,  &c.,  and  1«.  per  ton  more  to  Limerick, 

Cork,  Bristol,  Liveri)ool,  and  Glasgow. 
Timber  ^^^  following  freights  were  paid  for  timber.    To  Leith  14f .  and  15<. 

freights.  per  standard,  205.  to  the  coal  ports  on  the  West  Coast,  18#.  to  HuU, 

Great  Briiain*  228.  and  23^/  to  Liverpool  for  planed  timber,  21«.  and  22«.  to  Cardiff, 
Fnmce.  80  fr.  to  82  fr.  to  La  Bochelle,  St.  Nazaire,  and  Bochefort,  and  85  fr.  and 

87  fr.  to  Bordeaux. 
Australia.  '^^^  ^tes  to  Australia,  to  which  country  a  large  quantity  of  planed 

timber  was  exported  from  Norway,  were  80f .  and  77*.  6J.  per  Petersburg 

standard.    Some  large  vessels  obtained  only  70*.^  but  at  the  end  of  the 

year  rates  were  again  up  to  80*.  to  Melbourne,  &c. 
London.  Freights  from  the  ports  in  the  south  of  Sweden  and  Finland  to 

London  began  with  85*.,  and  went  down  to  82*.    There  was  no  demand 
Holland.         for  ships  to  Holland,  as  formerly.    The  rates  from  the  Baltic  ports  to 

France  were  also  very  low,  being  86  fr.  to  38  fr.  from  South  Bothnia  to  the 
Fnaoe.  North  of  France,  for  planks  and  battens ;  46  fr.  to  48  fr.  to  the  Biscay 

ports ;  and  52  fr.  to  54  fr.  to  Bordeaux. 
Modi-  Freights  to  the  Mediterranean  were  also  much  lower  than  last  year, 

*»«i^«w-       being  68  fr.  to  70  fr.  from  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  to  Cette  and  Marseilles, 

72  fr.  to  75  fr.  to  Barcelona,  70  fr.  to  Seville,  and  70  fr.  to  72  fr.  to  other 

ports  in  Spain  and  Algeria. 

The  political  complications  between  England  and  Bussia  last  year 

caused  Norwegian  ships  to  get  much  higher  rates  than  before,  especially 

from  Russian  and  Finnish  ports.    Large  quantities  of  p;rain  had  to  be 

shipped  from  the  Black  Sea  and  from  Libau  and  Biga,  and  for  this 

steamers  were  chartered  at  very  good  rates. 

In  the  last  days  of  April,  when  war  seemed  unadvoidable,  there  was 

a  brisk  demand  for  both  steam  and  sailing  vessels.   Bates  of  46  fr.  to  48  fr. 

per  standard,  from  Kotka  to  the  north  of  France,  and  57  fr.  to  60  fr.  to 

Bordeaux,  were  offered,  but  this  did  not  last  long. 

The  rates  of  freieht  from  the  White  Sea  were  proportionally  low, 

and  the  demand  for  ships  was  much  less  than  in  previous  years. 

Freights  were  very  low  in  the  Canadian  lumber  trade,  50*.  and 

52*.  6d.  for  planks  to  London  being  accepted  in  the  spring. 

Freights  from  the  pitch  pine  ports,  which  in  1884  fell  so  low  that 

no  profit  can  have  been  made  out  of  them,  fell  even  still  lower  in  1885. 

For  hewn  timber  29*.  to  80*.,  and  for  sawn  timber  90*.  to  95*.,  were 

paid  from  Mobile,  Pensacola,  &c.,  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 

Continent,  and  82*.  6(/.  for  phuiks  and  deals  from  Ship  Island  and  Pasca* 

goula  was  accepted.     These  rates  are  so  low,  when  the  enormous 

expenses  are  taken  into  consideration,  that  it  is  hard  to  understand  why 

so  many  ships  are  sent  there  in  the  winter. 
Petroleom.  The  freights  for  petroleum  have  undergone  the  usual  fluctuations, 

but  as  a  rule  freights  were  very  low.    The  larger  vessels  were  paid 
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from  2jf,  to  2*.  5d.  from  New  York  to  porta  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  28.  7l'd.  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Continent.  From  3«.  to  3«.  4^^. 
was  paid  smaller  ships  to  the  Baltic. 

From   southern   ports    of '  the    United    States,    i.e.,    Charleston,  Besin  and 
"Wilminjg^ton,  Savannah,  &c.,  25.  Qd.  to  3«.  3J.  for  resin,  and  4«,  to  5*.  for  turpentine, 
turpentine  was  accepted  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Continent. 

Coal  freights  from  Newcastle  and  Wales  fell  so  low  last  year  that  Coals, 
it  could  not  be  supposed  that  lower  rates  could  ever  be  accepted ;  but 
this  has  been  the  case  in  1885,  and  the  rates  from  Cardiff  were  to 
Havana  Ss.  6d.  to  9*.,  to  Mantanzas  7*.  6d.,  Aspinwall  12«.  6(f.,  Deme- 
rara  11*.,  Bio  Janeiro  15*.  6d.j  and  Cape  Verde  9«.  6d. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Norwegian  sailing  ships  have  not  had  a 
very  satisf  actorj'  season  in  1885,  and  prospects  for  the  mercantile  sailing 
fleet  of  Norway  are  anything  but  hopeful,  especially  for  the  smaller 
vessels,  since  steamers  have  superseded  them  in  the  carriage  of  Dutch 
balks,  splitwood,  props,  ice,  and  coal. 

The  Norwegian  steamship  trade  is,  on  the  whole,  very  bad,  and  no  Steamflhips. 
better  than  in  1884.    Freights  wore  so  low  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  that  it  was  hoped  that  the  rates  must  rise  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  but  this  they  failed  to  do,  with  the  exception  of  the  short  period 
when  war  was  thought  probable  between  England  and  Eussia. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  60  sailing  ships,  of  12,000  tons  burthen,  gi^ipg  built 
were  built  in  Norway,  and  90  vessels,  of  56,000  tons,  were  bought  and  bougUt. 
from  foreign  countries.  If  the  ships  lost  are  estimated  at  a  cor- 
responding number,  with  an  aggregate  of  45,000  tons,  the  increase 
will  be  23,<:00  register  tons.  The  whole  Norwegian  sailing  fleet  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1886,  contains  7,400  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  about 
1,500,000  tons. 

In  1885  22  steamships,  of  3,540  tons  burthen,  were  built,  and  five 
fiteamers  were  bought,  from  abroad.  The  total  tonnage  of  the  Nor- 
wegian mercantile  steam  fleet  amounts  to  110,000  tons. 

Wood  Fulp. — The  wood  pulp  industry  has  given  a  slightly  better  result  Wood  pulp 
to  the  manufacturers  in  1885  than  it  did  in  1884.  The  average  sale  price  prices, 
in  1885  may  be  estimated  at  BL  2$.  6d.y  a  few  small  lots  having  been  sold 
atSZ.  Ss.,  and  perhaps  a  little  more,  while  in  1881  a  higher  average 
price  than  SI  per  ton  was  scarcely  obtainable  for  mechanical  wood  pulp 
tree  on  the  railway  at  Hull.  This  apparent  enhancement  of  price  has 
not  been  of  much  good  to  the  producers,  as  they,  as  usual,  in  the 
autumn  of  1884,  had  taken  contracts  for  the  next  year's  production  at 
the  low  prices  then  prevailing.  The  rise  in  price  in  the  middle  of  the 
year  gave  rise,  of  course,  to  great  hopes  for  the  future,  and  especially 
for  the  sale  of  the  wood  pulp  to  be  produced  in  1886,  but  unfortunately 
most  of  the  manufacturers  did  not  understand  how  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  favourable  opportunities,  and  just  at  the  end  of  the  year  another 
fall  in  prices  occurred  through  a  needless  and  meaningless  competition 
for  the  next  year's  contracts.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  since  it 
is  proved  that  there  is  no  over-production  of  wood  pulp,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  the  consumption  keeps  pace  with  the  production;  arid  although 
there  is  this  year  also  a  consiaerable  increase  in  the  latter  to  be  noticed, 
it  happened,  as  usual  evenr  year  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  that  the  demand  for  mechanical  wood  pulp  surpassed  the 
mipply;  and  that  many  orders  from  abroad  could  not  be  executed.  If 
there  was  more  unity  among  the  Norwegian  manufacturers,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  would  have  it  partly  in  their  power  to  fix  a  price  for 
their  goods  which  would  assure  them  a  reasonable  and  satisfactory 
[801]  2  B 
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profit.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  larger  exporters  will  keep  their  eyes^ 
open  to  this  fact. 
Export  The  total  export  during  the  first  11  months  of  1885  was  about 

85,000  tons,  and  the  production  for  the  whole  year  is  estimated  at  about 
100,000  tons. 

Tons. 

Inl8S4TPeTeBold       77,622 

1868       „  70/i<^ 

1882        „  68,884 

1881        „  42,194 

1880        „  26,065 

/  At  present  several  extensions  of  existing  Victories  and  the  building^ 
of  new  ones  are  projected,  so  that  the  production  in  188G  will  certainly 
be  very  much  greater  than  ever,  and  therefore  the  building  of  new 
factories  is  to  be  strongly  disapproved  of,  since  it  will  only  nave  the 
effect  of  forcing  down  prices  and  of  ruining  an  industry  which  is  full  of 
good  for  the  country,  for  since  the  export  in  1880  was* 26,000  tons,  and 
had  increased  in  1885  to  85,000  tons,  ifc  is  evident  that  this  trade,  like 
all  others,  has  its  limits,  and  that  if  it  is  forced  too  much  it  must  bring 
loss  instead  of  profit. 

Cellulose. — ^There  were  five  factories  at  work  in  1885  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cellulose  (cheipical  wood  pulp),  two  of  which  were  burnt  down 
during  the  year.  There  is  a  very  large  factory  being  built,  which  will 
start  work  in  February,  1886.  In  the  first  11  months  of  the  year 
about  2,800  tons  were  exported. 

Spirit  Distilleries. — ^There  are  at  present  25  spirit  distilleries  in 
Norway,  but  three  of  these  are  not  being  worked  at  the  present  time. 

The  price  of  raw  spirit  per  litre,  50  per  cent,  strength,  was  about 
76  ore  {vd.)  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  but  at  the  end  of  the^ 
year  the  price  was  about  84  ore  (10^?.)  per  litre. 

The  distillation  of  spirit  was  carried  enduring  the  last  year  with 
loss,  which  was  partly  caused  by  over-production  and  consequent  strong 
competition,  and  partly  by  low  prices  abroad. 

From  t^e  autumn  all  the  distillers  in  the  country  have  made  an 
agreement  for  three  years  to  arrange  the  price  of  raw  spirit,  so  that  it 
will  not  answer  to  import  corn  or  potato  spirit  from  abroad. 
Breweries.  Breweries,— The  past  year  was  so  far  favourable  to  the  brewers  in  that 

barley  and  hops  were  of  good  quality  and  somewhat  cheaper  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  business  done,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  has  been  a  great  deal  less.  The  profits  on  the  business  ay, 
at  any  rate,  be  looked  upon  as  having  been  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  breweries  increased  last  year  from  45  to  47,  but  of 
these  three  were  not  worked  in  1885. 

Besides  the  home  consumption  having  decreased,  the  export  of  beer, 
wjiich  oncp  promised  such  great  things  for  the  country  and  the 
breweries,  fias  decreased  consiaerably  in  the  last  year.  The  elpoit  fai 
the  first  11  months  of  1885  was  1,(^3,700  litres,  and  probably  reached 
1.100,000  litres  for  the  vear  against,  in  1883, 1,979,(XX)  litres,  «nd  in 
1884  1,615,000  litres. 
Botter.  Butter. — ^The  production  of  butter  increases  Bteadfly  and  evanly. 

Several  new  dairies  have  been  started  in  the  last  year.    The  etport  of 
butter  has  been  small  since  prices  abroad  were  so  low,  and  the  sale  of 
butter  having  decreased  in  the  country,  prices  have  naturally  at  times 
been  depressed. 
Ifargarin  Margarine  has  been  manufactured  to  a  very  great  exteflta  and  two 

new  factories  have  been  started  in  Christiania  auring  the  last  year. 
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This  article  finds  a  very  even  and  qiii<!k  sale  at  good  prices  both  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  especially  iu  Eogland  and  Svireden. 

Matoheg, — No  new  nmioh  manu&ctoriee  were  started  daring  the  past  Matcbet. 
year,  but  one  has  been  enlarged.  The  export  daring  the  first  11  months 
of  1885  reached  3,814,595  kilos.,  against  2,916,844  kilos,  in  the  same 
period  of  1884  from  Ohriittiania  alone,  and  the  export  from  the  whole 
country  has  probably  been  8,600,000  kilos.,  against  3,177,000  in  1884. 
The  home  consumption  is  certainty  not  less  than  400/300  kilos.  Prices 
abroad  have  been  eontinnaUy  falling  daring  the  past  year,  and  although 
the  production,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  increased  export,  has  certainly 
been  forced  by  most  of  the  maniractories,  so  as  to  be  able  to  produce 
tiie  article  cheaper,  it  can  hardly  be  ^apposed  that  the  match  industry 
has  left  any  particular  profit  to  the  manufacturers ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  a  question  whether  tne  prevailing  low  prices  baveTiot  rather  brought 
ft  loss,  at  any  rate  to  the  smaller  factoriw.  It  is  true  the  greater  use 
of  a  newly-inyented  machine  iav  making  boxes  during  the  past  year  has 
partly  helped  to  make  the  production  cheaper,  but  by  no  means  so  in 
proportion  to  the  lower  selling  prices. 

The  Nail  Factories  have  carried  on  a  somewhat  smaller  business  Nail  ^ctories. 
during  the  past  year  than  in  1884.  The  agreement  which  was  come  to 
in  December,  1884,  between  the  Swedish  and  Norwegian  nail-makers 
has  had  a  good  result,  but  since  the  consumption  has  been  much  less 
both  here  and  in  Sweden  on  account  of  the  bad  times,  a  great  deal  of 
the  produce  has  been  exported  at  prices  which  can  scarcely  have  given 
a  satisfactory  profit. 

The  Htrseshoe  Nail  trade,  in  spite  of  the  poor  profits  which  it  has  Horseshoe 
given  of  late  years,  is  still  increasing,  since  many  of  the  smaller  makers  nails. 
Save  already  increased  or  are  increasing  their  machinery.     With  this 
threatening  increase  of  competition  there  is  certainly  a  danger  that 
prices  will  fall  still  lower.   In  the  meantime  the  export  bnsincfss  employs 
a  rery  important  number  of  workmen  ^or  such  a  small  country. 

TeurtBts, — The  number  of  tourists  in  1885  was  not  quite  so  large  as  Tourists, 
in  1884  but  after  all  considerably  larger  than  could  have  been  at  one 
time  expected.  A  retam  from  1^  Statistical  Central  Bureau  has  given 
the  number  of  foreign  visitors  to  Norway,  from  June  to  September,  at 
8,W0  persons,  but  the  author  himself  confesses  that  his  materials  for 
calculation  were  very  imperfect,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believ© 
that  the  number  was  at  least  12,000,  if  not  more,  and  that  by  them  the 
coontrv,  in  a  way,  received  a  gross  iHOome  of  from  4,000,000  kroner 
to  5,0()0,0€0  kroner  (220,000/.  to  280,000/.).  If  this  is  right,  then  the 
i^nms  of  foreign  travellers  for  the  foregoing  year  were  a  great  deal 
too  low.  The  year  1885  appears  as  a  poor  year  compared -with  1884  in 
^is  respect,  since  tit  the  most  there  were  only  threeH}uarter8  of  the- 
mraber  of  foreign  tourists  which  visited  this  country  in  1884.  There 
are  several  obrions  reasons  fet  this  decrease.  The  weather  was  on  the 
whole  unfavourable,  and  the  political  horizon  abroad  so  hazy  in  the 
spring  that  many  -who  wisiied  to  travel  stayed  at  home. 

The  North  Cape  was  the  goal  for  many  travellers.    The  capital  way 
in  which  the    '*  Bergenske  "    and  the  "  NordenQelddte  *'  Steamship  - 
Com  panics  periEorflned  their  duties  to  the  tourists  has  called  forth  the  . 
general  and  esntire  approbation  of  the  travellers :  the  two  companies 
nave  made  a  good  name  for  themselves,  and,ivhile  doing  a  good  business  - 
—in  any  case  they  will  do  so  for  the  future — ^have  brought  a  large  sum  * 
of  money  into  the  country  and  put  it  in  circulation. 

This  year  English  steamers  have  begun  to  compete  with  the- 
Norwegifin,  by  -winch  the  country  will  receive  a  smaller  income  &om; 
foreign  tourists  than  it  othnrwtse  -would  have  done.    StHl,  this  stream./ 
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of  travellers,  whidh  leaves  London  and  returns  there,  is  not  without 
economic  importance  to  Norway. . 

In  1885  the  actual  number  of  tourist  ships  was  double  what  it  was 
in  1884,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  be 
still  more  increased.  Never,  in  any  previous  summer,  has  there  been 
such  an  active  steamship  traffic  along  the  coast  of  Nordland  and  Finn- 
marken.  There  were  five  steamers  each  week  from  Trondhjem  to  the 
North  Cape  during  the  tourist  season. 

Emigration  to  America  has  been  steadily  and  importantly  decreas- 
ing of  late  years. 

According  to  the  returns  from  the  Statistical  Bureau  at  Washington, 
12,181  emigrants  from  Norway  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  the  past 
year  to  the  30th  June.  In  1882  the  number  to  the  same  date  was 
29,101,  in  1883  23,398,  and  in  1884. 16,974. 

The  Norwegian  Railways  have  received  no  extension  during  the  past 
year,  unless  tne  entirely  preliminary  arrangements  which  have  been 
made  for  constructing  the  Norwegian  side  of  the  Ofoten-Luleo  railway, 
which  have  been  sanctioned,  are  taken  into  account.  The  length  of  the 
railways  is  therefore  unchanged,  and  is  1,578  kiloms.,  i,e,,  state  rail- 
ways 1,510  kiloms.  and  the  main  line  (Kovedbane)  68  kiloms. 

During  the  first  10  months  of  the  present  year  the  railway  returns 
have  given  on  the  whole  a  satisfactory  result  from  an  economic  point  of 
view. 

The  total  receipts,  viz.,  5,948,000  kroner  (330,000^)  this  year, 
against  6,087,000  kroner  (338,000/.)  last  year,  are  certainly  about  2  per 
cent,  less  than  in  the  same  period  of  last  year ;  bub  looking  at  the  very 
depressed  state  of  all  branches  of  industry,  it  is  satisfactory  that  the 
&lling  off  has  not  been  greater.  Of  the  decrease,  42,000  kroner 
(2,333/.)  falls  on  the  passenger  traffic,  and  90,000  kroner  (5,000/.)  on 
the  goods  traffic. 

The  traffic  returns  of  the  main  line  show  that  the  months  of  January 
to  Mav  gave  a  much  smaller  income  than  last  year,  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  months  of  June  to  October  were  more  profitable  than 
last  year.  If  this  result  is  caused  by  any  but  ordinary  circumstances 
cannot  be  said  for  certain  at  present.  The  income  from  the  passenger 
traffic  is  almost  the  same  as  last  year,  but  in  the  goods  traffic  there 
appear?,  on  the  other  hand,  a  decrease  of  about  60,0(X)  kroner  (3,333/.), 
or  somewhat  over  5  per  cent. 

This  decrease  is  divided  evenly  between  the  local  traffic  and  through 
traffic  with  the  Norwegian  State  and  the  Swedish  railways.  The 
surplus  of  the  main  line  for  the  financial  year  1884-85  was  580,000 
kroner  (32,222/.). 

The  shareholders  received  a  dividend  of  respectively  6^  and  5^  per 
cent,  for  preference  and  ordinary  shares,  and  about  100,000  kroner 
(5,550/.)  was  carried  over  to  be  written  off  the  capital  account  for  the 
upkeep  of  tunnels,  purchase  of  locomotives,  &c. 

During  the  first  10  months  of  the  year  18S5,  419,755  inland  and 
322,249  foreign  telegrams  were  sent,  against  421,486  and  341,527  in  the 
same  period  of  1884. 

The  gross  receipts  for  the  same  period  were  about  1,045,000  kroner 
(58,000/.),  against  about  1,099,000  kroner  (61,000/.)  in  1884. 

Money  Market. — The  large  loans  which  were  contracted  during  the 
year  caused  no  disturbance  on  the  money  market.  The  rate  of  discount 
remained  unchanged  at  4^  per  cent.,  and  the  Savings  Bank  interest  on 
deposits  at  3^  per  cent.  In  April  the  municipality  of  Ghristiania  con- 
tracted a  loan  of  3,000,000  kroner  (166,000/.)  with  the  Commercial  and 
Discount  Bank  of  Hamburg  upon  terms  advantageous  to  the  community^ 
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It  attained  a  price  of  98^^  per  cent.,  which  is  even  a  little  higher  than 
the  price  which  the  Finance  Department  received  for  the  last  State 
loan. 

Some  weeks  later  the  "  Hypothek  '*  Bank  concluded  a  4  per  cent, 
loan  for  20,000,000  kroner  (l,065,5C0/.)>  with  the  same  association  of 
inland  and  foreign  banks  which  had  undertaken  the  loan  of  last  year, 
and  who  undertook  the  whole  loan  until  the  month  of  May  at  a  course    • 
of  97  per  cent. 

At  the  close  of  November  the  same  association  took  over  the  last 
loan  of  28,000,000  kroner  (1,555,500/.),  which  the  directors  of  the 
Hypothek  Bank  had  up  to  that  time  had  at  their  disposition,  and 
thereby,  with  the  help  of  competition,  the  price  was  brought  up  to 
97*55  per  cent.  With  this  the  Hypothek  Bank's  loans  is  ended,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  directors  will  for  the  future  resort  to  their  former 
rule  of  offering  the  bonds  to  the  public  without  enhancing  the  prico  by 
middle  men. 

The  transactions  in  mortgage  bonds  have  been  considerable  during  Mortgages, 
the  year,  and  buyers  had,  as  a  rule,  to  be  content  with  4^  per  cent, 
interest  for  primary  mortgages. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  accounts  of  the  Bank  of  Norway  show  a 
decrease  in  tbe  reserve  coin,  so  that  it  is  probably  more  than  4,000,000 
kroner  (222,200/.)  less  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  that 
there  is  no  sign  of  any  immediate  improvement  in  the  commercial 
balance  of  the  country,  yet  there  is  nothing  that  predicts  a  smaller 
supply  of  money,  or  that  the  rising  rates  of  discount  abroad  have 
exercised  any  influence  here. 

The  surplus  of  the  State  funds  has  been  increased  in  1885  as  in  gtate  funds. 
1884,  while  in  the  middle  of  December,  1884,  it  amounted  to  about 
7,500,000  kroner  (417,000/.).  In  1882  and  1883  it  amounted  to  only 
4,000,000  to  4,500,000  kroner  (222,200/.  to  255,500/.).  It  had  at  the 
same  date  in  1885  risen  to  9,500,000  kroner  (527,000/.),  and  the  increase 
at  the  end  of  the  year  should  therefore  be  about  2,000,000  kroner 
(111,100/.).  One  reason  for  this  increase  is  that  both  the  budgets  for 
3884-85  and  for  1885-86  were  made  up  with  a  surplus  together  of 
1,282,000  kroner  (71,220/.),  of  which  about  the  half,  or  over  (5,000,000 
kroner  (33,330/.),  falls  to  1885.  Several  of  the  chief  sources  of 
income  in  particular  have  during  1885  brought  in  more  than  was 
estimated  in  the  budgets.  For  the  financial  year  1884-85  the  Customs 
receipts  alone  show  a  smrplus  of  1,337,000  kroner  (74,280/.),  the  spirit 
duties  422,000  kroner  (23,400/.),  the  malt  duties  116,000  kroner 
(6,440/.),  and  the  Kongsberg  silver  mines  141,000  kroner  (7,833/.), 
making  together  a  little  over  2,000,000  kroner  (111,110/.),  which  is 
only  to  a  very  small  degree  counterbalanced  by  deficits  under  other 
heads. 

In  the  second  half  of  1885  also  the  Customs  duties  have  brought  in, 
to  the  end  of  November,  nearly  10,000,000  kroner,  which  is  more  than 
was  estimated,  while  in  the  same  period  of  1884  it  was  a  little  more 
than  that  sum,  the  difference  being  about  140,000  kroner  (7,770/.). 
But  since  there  is  already  some  decrease  under  this  heading,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  a  greater  decrease  tlTreatens  both  this  and  others  of  the 
chief  sources  of  State  revenue.  It  can  hardly  be  eipected  that  this 
state  of  affairs  could  continue  to  be  infiuenced  so  little  as  it  has  been 
hitherto  by  the  depressed  circumstances  under  which  so  many  of  the 
principal  trades  have  been  worked.  A  very  careful  financial  policy  wiU 
therefore  very  soon  become  imperatively  necessary. 

The  harvests  suffered  in  1885  from  the  very  wet  and  cold  summer  Harvests, 
which  prevailed  all  over  Norway. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364 


SWEBEH  Airs  rOBWAT. 


Graixu 
Potatoes. 
Pmit 
?eget»ble8. 


The  hay  crop  was  hardly  up  to  the  average,  while  the  grain  harvert 
was  belo^  the  average. 

The  potato  ci'op  was  much  below  the  average. 

The  fruit  harvest  was  also  uoaatisfaetory,  and  the  vegetables  suffered 
severely  from  the  early  and  severe  frosts  in  the  autumn^ 

Appboximate  Eetum  of  the  Chief  Articles  Imported  into  Norway  in 
1885  compared  with  1884. 


Articles. 


•I 


Batter Kilos. 

Rye 

Barley 

Malt 

Rice 

Tea 

Coffee 

Sugar    .. 
Molasses 
Tobacco 
Spirits  in  cask 
Wine  in  cask  .. 

Cotton 

Hemp  ••         ••         •• 

Woollen  goods 
Petroleum  and  parafine 

Salt 

Coal 

Machinery 


t 


Hectolitres 


1884. 


8,466,910 

142,888,020 

43.053,230 

1,244,070 

2,414,170 

72.978 

7,872,470 

12,895,590 

5,663,480 

1,917,700 

798,949 

1,487,880 

2,820,420 

8,230,060 

1,281,750 

11,089,850 

1,226,585 

7,193,128 

164^50 


1885. 

3,794,041 

174.344,294 

45,526,608 

652,886 

2,780,470 

74,469 

7,899,231 

9,801,344 

4,321,887 

1,989,788 

688,466 

1.425,051 

2,011,409 

2,828,197 

1,107,688 

10,415,489 

908,726 

8,207,406 

,123,770 


Apfboxikate  Eeturn  of  tke  Chief  Articles  Exported  from  Norway  in 
1885  compared  with  1884. 


Articles. 

Kilos.  .. 

1884. 

1885. 

Dried  fish 

18,874,800 

16,638,678 

Split  fish 

n         ••             •• 

37,665,880 

37,860,588 

Fat  herrings    .  • 

Hectolitres     .. 

475.728 

587,867 

Other  herrings.. 

>>             •  • 

265,079 

159,925 

Batter 

KUoB.  .. 

^ , 

1,646,829 

Cotton  yam    . . 

»      •  •         •  • 

149,070 

122,972 

Boot  leather    «. 

>i      •• 

175,980 

156,688 

Boe 

Hectolitres     .. 

40,125 

64,045 

CodUferdl    .. 

99                          •  • 

125,264 

145,248 

Fish  guano 

KUos.  .. 

8,081,200 

.     7,982,877 

Gate 

HectoUtres     .. 

102,828 

158,108 

Beer     .• 

Litres  .  • 

1,515,511 

1,118,578 

Ice 

Registered  tons 

489,970 

227,696 

Timber 

9} 

989,281 

859,769 

Wood  pulp  (wet) 

Kilos 

65,016,610 

79,263,022 

If  * '.:      ^^"^^     • 

99           •  •                • « 

11,602,080 

14,198,901 

Matclies 

W           ••                •» 

8,177,120 

8,772,797 

Apatite 

»»           •  •                •  • 

,, 

1,541,744 

Pyrites 

99           •  •                 •  • 

68,808^90 

49,977,200 

Copper  ore      .. 

»>            •  •                  •  . 

4,675,160 

8,148,120 

Nickel  ore 

99            •  •                 •  • 

1,128,800 

56,640 
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TxBLE  of  Quantities  of  Fish  and  Pish  Produce  on  which  Taxes  wcro 
paid  in  Nordland  and  Pinnroarken  in  1885. 


Class. 

Measure. 

Quantity. 

Herrings 

Cod  liTer  oil           

LiTer           

Boe 

Dried  fish 

Split  cod 

Other  fish  salted  in  ships   .. 
,,           „      in  barrels 

Barrels 

99                         •• 
»»                             •• 

Barrels 

642,966 

114,041 

2,519 

42,876 

19.798,089 

2,251,810 

8,100,985 

2,125 

Pabt  II. — Bepobts  pbom  Vicb-Cowsuls, 

JPrederikshald  (Vice-Consul  Wiel). 

The  export  of  timber  fix)in  this  port  in  1886  was  74,132  tons,  of  Timber, 
which  41,8f40  tons  were  for  Ghreat  Britain. 

Prices  have  ruled  verj  low,  and  the  result  of  the  timber  trade  has 
been  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  shippers. 

The  export  of  wooa  pulp  has  been  about  the  same  as  last  year  ;  the  Wood  pulp 
export  of  lucifer  matches  has  been  increasing;  and  the  export  of  hewn  »nd  matches, 
granite  has  been  less  than  last  year.  Gramte. 

The  import  of  English  goods  has  been  about  the  same  scale  as  last  Imports, 
year. 

BxTimir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Prederikshald  in  the  Year  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NftdonaUtr. 

Number  of 
Veaeelt. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VcMcla. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeMlt. 

Tons. 

Britiih 

Norwegian  ud  Swe- 

dith 

Ottier  oountriet 

7 

388 
69 

1,648 

37,001 
6,510 

7 

310 
11 

6,006 

17,680 
8,846 

14 

698 
70 

7,668 

64,681 
9,866 

ToUl       

„    fortheyatf 
preceding 

464 

866 

46,169 
62,111 

328 
376 

27,080 
81,107 

782 
931 

72,188 
83,218 

Clxabsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British 

Norwegian  and  Swe- 
dish   

Other  countries 

7 

462 

70 

1,648 

62,631 
7,427 

6 

337 
18 

4,779 

27,776 
6,463 

13 

799 

88 

6,427 

80,406 
12,890 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

639 
632 

61,706 
60,843 

361 

411 

38,017 
46,674 

900 
943 

99,723 
107,617 
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firitiflh 
flhippiog. 


Timber. 


Prices. 


Export. 


HeraingB. 


Sarpgborg. 


Fredriistad  (Vice-Consul  Thils). 

The  number  of  British  ships  whWh  entered  this  port  in  1885  was  38, 
of  the  9ggregate  tonn^gfs  of  17,001  register  tons.  They  all  came  in 
ballast. 

This  number  is  six  yesaels  less  than  in  1885,  but  several  were  of  a 
great  size,  and  the  tonnage  surpassed  that  of  1884  by  over  4,000  tons. 

An  uniisually  large  export  of  flooring  boards  to  tiie  British 
Australian  colonies  has  taken  place,  principally  in  British  vessels  which 
have  been  chartered  at  rates  considerably  lower  than  what  the 
Norwegian  owners  have  accepted. 

The  price  of  the  diferent  kinds  of  timber  has  ruled  about  the  same 
as  the  preceding  jear,  and  has  not  left  much  profit  to  the  shippers,  as 
the  competition  in  Sweden  and  Finland  has  been  greater  than  ever, 
owing  to  the  number  of  steamers  which  were  thrown  into  the  freight 
market  in  1885. 

The  export  of  wood  from  Fredrikstad  was  170,245  tons  altogether, 
while  the  quantity  shipped  to  Australia  was  38,000  tons,  or  three  times 
more  than  last  year.  This  is  the  largest  quantity  tliat  has  ever  been 
shipped  in  one  year,  and  the  sreater  part  was  sold  f.o.b.,  and  very  little 
sent  on  consignment.  The  whole  export  of  wood  from  Norway  in  1885 
was  856,000  tons,  consequentlv  one-nfth  of  this  was  from  Fredrikstad. 

The  herring  fishery  provea  once  more  a  failure,  as  the  quality  was 
very  indifferent,  with  the  exertion  of  a  few  thousand  barrels,  which 
were  shipped  fresh  to  the  English  market.  The  total  fishery  was  only 
about  20,000  barrels. 

No  British  vessel  visited  Sarpsborg  in  1885,  and  the  shipping  from 
that  port  has  been  as  usual  very  small. 


Moss  (Acting  Vice-Consul  Johannescn). 

Rye  and  coals.  The  trade  of  Moss  in  1885  differed  very  little  from  that  in  1884. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  rye  and  coals  imported.  The 
former  comes  from  the  Black  Sea  in  British  vessels,  and  the  latter 
entirely  from  Great  Britain. 

The  timber  trade  has  been  in  the  same  bad  condition  as  in  the 
former  year,  and  the  amount  exported  has  been  less. 

Wood  pulp  sold  at  a  low  price,  but  must  have  made  at  any  rajfee  a 
small  profit. 

I^wt  year  very  little  ice  was  exported  from  this  district,  since  the 
winter  of  1884-85  produced  a  very  large  quantity  which  could  not  be 
sold  to  pay. 

There  was  a  rise  in  freights  in  the  spring  owing  to  prospects  of  war, 
but  they  fell  again  in  the  sumnxer.  Freights  from  England  to  Moss 
were  about  4Z.  per  keel  for  coals,  and  to  England  the  rates  were  from 
14*.  to  14*.  6d.  per  Petersburg  standard. 

No  new  ships  were  built  in  Moss  last  year. 

British  capital  is  not  employed  in  any  business  in  this  port  or 
district. 


Timber. 


Wood  pulp. 


Ice. 


Freights. 


Shipbaildhig. 

Britiah 

<sapital. 
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BsTUBir  of  aU  Shippic^g  at  the  Port  of  Moss  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailiag. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BriUsh 

Norwegian      

Swedish          ...       .» 
Danish 

QUier  conntiiea 

"96 
21 

27 
22 
2 

26*471 

806 

2,366 

1,404 

264 

5 
46 
16 
11 
8 
1 

4,185 
2a  892 
6,d00 
3,249 
2,C05 
306 

6 
142 
36 
38 
80 

3 

7,185 
47,363 
6.306 
5,615 
3.409 
570 

Total        

168 

si.au 

81 

36,137 

254 

67,448 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  227  vessels,  68,966  registered  tons. 


Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

3 

88 

8 
13 

6 

3 

Tons. 

BHtish 

Norwegian      

Swedish          

Banish 

German          

Other  oountriea 

1 
44 
2 
8 
2 
2 

260 
19,869 

aic 

509 
100 
195 

2 

39 
6 
6 

4 

726 

10,776 

2,2S8 

1.962 

951 

306 

986 

30,675 

2,593 

2,471 

1,051 

503 

Total       

59 

21,243 

67 

17,004 

116 

38,247 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  151  vessels,  21,200  tons. 


Drammen  (Vice-Consul  Gram). 


Bie  trade  of  this  port  has  been  very  depressed  during  the  year  1885. 

The  timber  trade  has  not  been  remunerative,  but  shippers  have  not  Timber, 
had  such  heavy  losses  as  most  of  them  had  in  188  !■.    The  production 
has  been  on  the  same  limited  scale  as  last  year,  and  stocks  at  the  end  of 
1886  are  lighter  than  for  many  years. 

The  total  amount  of  timber  exported  to  Great  Britain  was  57,964 
register  tons,  and  to  Australia  5,731  tons  out  of  a  grand  total  of 
94,479  register  tons. 

The  wood  pulp  business  is  progressing  in  this  district,  and  most  of  Wood  palp, 
the  produce  from  the  mills  along  the  Drammen  river  is  exported  vi& 
Christiania  by  the  direct  lines  of  steamers. 

The  export  from  Drammen  has,  however,  increased  considerably, 
and  the  tendency  is  to  ship  more  and  more  from  Drammen.  Pricey 
have  been  low,  but  firm  and  fair  prices  have  been  realised. 

The  total  export  of  wood  pulp  from  this  port  was  17,662  tons,  of 
which  8,902  tons  went  to  Great  Britain. 

Paper  is  mostly  shipped  y\k  Christiania,  but  240  tons  were  shipped  Paper, 
direct  from  Drammen  to  Great  Britain. 

The  total  export  of  ice  from  Drammen  was  only  6,268  tons  against  ice. 
85,279  tons  in  1884.    Prices  were  unremunerative. 

The  import  of  British  produce  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing.  Imports. 
The  following  ape  the  principal  articles  imported  to  Drammen  £rom 
Great  Britain: — Coals  and  coke,  422,615  nectolitres;    iron,  917,190 
kilos.;  machinery,  value  about  1,000/. 
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Freigbts.  Freights  have  been  lower  than  ever  all  through  the  year.     Ship- 

owners lost  money  with  a  few  exceptions ;  and  old  wooden  vessels  have 
been  sold  during  the  year  at  unheard-of  low  prices.  No  old  English 
vessels  have  been  bought  this  year,  as  was  usually  the  case. 

Shipping.  The  tonnage    cleared    for   Grreat    Britain  and  the   Colonies  was 

78,454  tons. 

Betubit  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Drammen  in  the  Year  1885. 

Entbsbd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Namber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Namber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

Norwegian 

Oennan      

Daniih       

Swedish      

Other  coantriM    ... 

3 

268 

22 

11 

9 
14 

374 

59,146 

1,629 

766 

526 

2,671 

5 
16 

2 
16 
18 

1 

4,040 

^m 

299 
4,488 
4,760 

649 

8 
284 
24 
26 
22 
16 

4,414 
64,618 
1,928 
6,261 
6,876 
3;220 

Total       

.,   for  the  year 
preceding 

827 

464 

66,611 
103,126 

6t 

61 

19,698 
16,822 

379 
616 

84,709 
119,947 

ClXABXD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Natlonalitf. 

Namber 

Nnmber 

Nnmber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tom. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

VesMls. 

Vessels. 

BritUh       .^       ... 

4 

618 

16 

8,409 

19 

8.922 

Norwegian 

397 

92,669 

68 

21,021 

460 

11^680 

German      

89 

2,777 

1 

149 

40 

2,926 

Danish       

29 

1,919 

10 

3,080 

89 

4,999 

SwedUh     

11 

706 

18 

6,293 

29 

7,004 

I>utch        

16 

2,067 

1 

649 

17 

2,608 

•  Other  countries    ... 

3 

1,466 

... 

... 

8 

1.466 

Total       

499 

101,996 

98 

39,606 

897 

141,602 

„  for  the  year 

preceding 

607 

126,017 

90 

33,884 

697 

168.001 

Freights. 


Iiuraniice. 


Tanaberg  (Consular- Agent  Monsen). 

Freights  have  been  very  low  during  the  past  year,  especially  in  the 
Baltic  and  Canadian  lumber  trade.  Some  vessels  yirere  laid  up  during 
the  whole  year,  and  a  great  many  only  made  one  voyage,  so  aa  to  keep 
the  vessel  in  good  trim.  Most  shipowners  have  lost  money ;  only  the 
large  and  advantageous  vessels  having  given  any  nett  profit.  Prospects 
for  the  future  are  also  very  bad,  and  many  sailing  vessels  will  very 
likely  be  laid  up  next  summer,  and  were  it  not  for  the  whale  and  seal- 
catching  vessels,  which  employ  a  large  number  of  men,  many  sailoia 
would  fail  to  find  employment.  No  sailing  vessels  were  built  here  in 
1885,  and  very  few  were  brought  from  foreign  countries. 

Shipowners  complain  of  tne  heavy  premiums  they  have  to  pay  for 
the  insurance  of  their  vessels,  since  at  present  their  value  is  merely 
nominal  and  very  low.  The  mutual  insurance  companies  have  not  had 
many  losses  in  the  past  year.  However,  as  the  shipping  trade  as  a  rule 
onlv  brings  loss  to  the  owners,  it  is  probable  that  they  wiU  now  send 
their  vessels  to  sea  either  uninsured  or  only  insured  in  part. 
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There  has  been  very  little  export  from  this  place  during  the  past  Exports, 
year  on  account  of  the  low  prices.    There  was  shipped  to   Great 
Britain  1,397  registered  tons  of  ice,  40  tons  of  guano,  about  300  tons  of 
whale  oil,  and  about  350  standard  of  timber. 

There  arrived  49  vessels  from  England  and  Scotland  loaded  with  Imports. 
12,000  tons  of  coals  during  the  past  year.    Besides  these  there  came 
three  vessels  with  800  tons  of  salt  from  Liverpool,  and  two  British 
vessels  with  hemp  from  Biga.    All  other  merchandise  was  imported  vi4 
Christiania  and  Laurvig ;  43  vessels  arrived  from  British  ports  in  ballast. 

Three  new  whaling  steamers  have  been  built  during  the  past  year,  Whale  and 
and  one  for  seal  catching.  A  larger  number  of  whales  were  caught  last  seal  catching, 
year  than  ever  before,  but  they  were  mostly  of  small  size,  and  gave  a 
smaller  quantity  of  oil  than  usual.  There  has  been  a  demand  for  pre- 
served whale  flesh.  The  price  of  oil  has  been  about  201.  a  ton,  instead 
of  27L  last  year.  The  whale  guano  only  fetched  10*.  per  100  kilos., 
against  16«.  the  year  before  last.  Very  small  profits  have  been  the 
result  of  this  expensive  undertaking.  About  700  bottlenose  whales 
were  caught,  which  gaVe  about  600  tons  of  oil.  This  oil  was  formerly 
very  expensive,  but  last  year  there  was  a  great  fall  in  the  price,  from 
441.  to  25/.  per  ton.  The  sealers  from  this  district  caught  67,000  seals, 
which  gave  1,000  tons  of  oil.  The  seal  skins  and  seal  oil  fetched  about 
the  same  prices  as  in  1884.  The  blubber  was  formerly  melted  in 
Hamburg,  but  a  large  factory  has  been  built  here  for  boiling  the  oil, 
and  last  year  it  was  all  boiled  here. 

Large  quantities  of  herrings  were  caught  about  here  last  year,  but  Herrings, 
the  quality  was  inferior  to  those  caught  on  the  west  coast,  and  could 
hardly  be  sold  at  any  price. 

The  codfishery  on  the  banks  failed,  and  the  shipowners  suffered  loss.  Codfishery. 
The  British  Greenland  steamer  "  Intrepid  "  was  lost  in  the  ice,  and  the 
crew  were  saved  by  two  Norwegian  sealers.  One  of  them  also  saved 
about  3,400  sealskins,  which  were  sold  here  on  account  of  the  under- 
writers. The  trade  of  last  year  brought,  on  an  average,  loss  in  all 
)>ranches,  and  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  worse  than  ever. 

Betuhk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tonsberg  in  the  Year  1885. 

Emtsbbd. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Toul. 

KaUonalitjr. 

Nomber 

of 
Yeeeels. 

Tom. 

Number 

of 
Yeeaels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessela. 

Tons. 

Britbh       

Norwerf»n.« 

Swedieh     

Daniih       ». 
Dutch        ^ 

2 
242 
78 
8 
2 

167 
69,606 
614 
180 
261 

"i 

1,524 

2 

246 

78 

S 

2 

167 
61,129 
514 
180 
251 

Total       ...       ... 

827 

60,707 

« 

1,624 

880 

62,281 
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Trade. 
Timber. 

Ice. 
HerriDflcs. 

Whales. 

Censos. 


Trade. 


Timber  and 
Ice. 


Siiipping'. 


Imports. 
Steamers. 

Harrest. 


Soiling. 

Steam. 

total. 

KationaUty. 

Number 

of 
VesMlt. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Veesels. 

Tons. 

British       

Norwegian 

Swedish      

Danish       

Dutch        

2 
210 
fi 
8 
S 

157 
64,461 
42 
180 
316 

1 
7 

877 
3,956 

«7 

A34 

88,417 

42 

160 

316 

Total       

223 

5^,186 

8 

4,338 

231 

59,«9 

Laurvik  (Vice-Cansul  Christiansen). 

The  trade  from  this  port  has  been  much  the  sarao  iu  1885  as  in  the 
foregoing  years.  The  export  of  timber  of  all  sorts  has,  however, 
diminished  in  the  past  year. 

Hardly  any  ice  was  sold  for  spring  delivery,  and  only  three  English 
vessels  were  employed  in  the  ice  trade  liere  during  the  Rummer. 

There  was  a  pretty  good  herring  fishery  last  year  in  this  district, 
but  the  demand  was  not  sufficient  to  indnce  fishermen  to  take  all  that 
might  have  been  fished. 

The  Whaling  Company  caught  a  great  many  whales  last  year,  but 
they  were  of  small  size,  and  the  prices  of  oil  and  whalebone  being  low 
the  results  were  not  very  satisfactory. 

From  the  census  of  January  Ist,  1885,  Laurvik  has  11,500  inhabi- 
tants, or  an  increase  of  3,650  in  the  last  10  years. 

Porsgrand  (Consular- Agent  Franklin). 

The  trade  of  this  district  during  the  past  year  has  been  dull  and 
much  smaller  than  in  1884;,  the  values  of  all  articles  of  export  having 
been  very  depressed. 

The  chief  articles  of  export  to  England  are  timber  and  ice,  and  have 
been  little  in  demand,  and  what  has  been  sold,  especially  iee,  baa  beeu 
sold  at  figures  barely  covering  the  cost  of  production,  and  frequently  at 
a  loss.     Over  production  seems  to  be  the  chief  evil. 

There  hdve  been  20  British  vessels  less  at  this  port  thAn  in*lW?4, 
equal  to  5,414  registered  toes,  a  striking  proof  of  the  deplorable  Ftate 
of  the  ice  trade,  which  is  invariably  carried  in  English  vessels.  There 
have  been  O^i  vessels  of  all  nationalities  cleared  out  from  Porsgrund  less 
in  1885  than  in  1884,  representing  16,681  registered  tons,  which  proves 
the  great  falling  off  in  all  branches  of  export. 

The  imports  continue  on  the  same  limited  scale,  ^oal  being*  Ae  entdj 
article  worthy  of  note  from  England. 

There  is  now  a  weekly  line  of  steamers  from  Skien  passing  hereto 
NeiTv  castle  and  Middlesborough,  and  fortnightly  from  hero  to  Lefidon, 
running  back  to  Christiania. 

The  crops  in  1885  were  fairly  good. 
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Betubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Porsgnmd  in  the  Year  1885. 

Emtusd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Ni.UonaIUy. 

Number  of 
VeateU. 

Tons. 

Nimil)«r  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BHtish...        .„        ... 

NonveglAn    

Danish 

Vfench          ...       •,. 
other  countries 

26 
162 
86 

4 
5 

8,252 

28,649 

2,992 

«00 

375 

1*4 

5,404 

26 

176 
86 

4 
5 

8,262 
84,053 

2,992 
600 
875 

Total        

„    for  the  year 
preceding  ... 

282 

294 

40,868 
60.822 

14 

82 

5,404 
9,660 

246 
326 

46,272 
70,482 

CtMAMXD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Rritlah 

Norwegian     

Banieh... 

French 

Other  countries 

24 
206 

88 
4 
6 

7,950 
44,037 

8,098 
600 
753 

'l9 

7,528 

24 
226 
38 

4 

6 

7,950 

51,565 

3,068 

600 

768 

Total        ...        ... 

„    for  tne  ye>ir 
preceding  ... 

278 
320 

56,398 
64,949 

19 
40 

7,528 
15,668 

297 
860 

68,926 
80,607 

^r^Tt^  (Consular- Agent  Larflen). 

The  export  from  this  district  to  Great  Britain  in  1885  in  British  Exporta.- 
ships  amounted  to  24,167  registered  tons  of  ice  and  417  registered  tons 
of  timber. 

There  were  no  imports  in  British  ships,  but  500  tons  of  coal  were  Imports, 
imported  in  Norwegian  vessels. 

Eetubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Brevig  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nombarof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Novweglan    

Danish 

78 
99 
6 

24,167 

28,128 

433 

1 
1 

417 
889 

78 

100 

6 

«>686 

28,467 

488 

Total        

182 

47,728 

2 

'766      ' 

lU 

48,488 
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SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nninber  of 
Vewels. 

Tons. 

Namher  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Norwegian     ... 
Danish 

78 

113 

5 

24,167 

25,786 

4S3 

1 
I 

417 
839 

79 

114 

6 

24,586 

26,125 

488 

Total        ...       .« 

196 

50,886 

2 

766 

198 

51,144 

Kragero  (Vice-Consul  Larsen). 

Trade.  The  trade  and  commerce  of  this  Vice-Consular  district  has  not 

improved  during  the  past  year,  and  complaints  are  heard  very  often 
that  severe  losses  have  been  sustained.  .  . 

Freights.  Freights  have  been  very  low,  and  poor  prices  have  been  obtained  for 

ice,  timber,  and  ore,  which  are  the  principal  articles  of  export  from 
here. 

Shipping.  There  is  a  growing  tendency  for  British  shipowners  to  invest  their 

money  in  vessels  sailing  under  the  Norwegian  flag,  as  the  trial  of  this 
experiment  is  said  to  have  given  fair  profits.  About  a  dozen  vessels, 
most  of  which  are  employed  in  the  ice  trade  here,  are  registered  at  the 
Custom-house  as  Norwegian  property,  but  it  is  well  known  that  Britisli 
capital  is  invested  in  them  to  a  considerable  amount. 

Arendal  (Vice-Consul  Kallevig). 

steamers.  There  is  a  line  of  steamers  between  this  port  and  Newcastle  once  a 

week,  and  to  Middlesborough  and  G-rangemouth  once  a  fortnight. 

Exports.  The  principal  exports  have  been  25,921  registered  tons  of  wood, 

besides  copper  ore,  old  metal,  horse  nails,  &c. 

Imports.  The  prmcipal  imports  were  9,695  tons  of  coal,  816,684  kilos,  of  iron, 

besides  varnish,  felt,  lead,  and  bricks. 

Eetuen  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Arendal  in  the  Tear  1885. 

ElCTSftKD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KafeioimUty. 

Nomber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Norwegian 

129 

46,260 

67 

81,101 

196 

76,861 

Total      

„    tor  the  year 
preceding... 

129 
137 

45,260 
46,251 

67 
64 

81,101 
29,813 

196 
201 

76,861 
76,064 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NAtlonalUy. 

Kamberof 
Yeveli. 

Bejristered 

Number  of 
Yeeieli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesMlfl. 

Tons. 

British       ^       ... 

Norwegian 

Banitb        ...       ... 

I 

86 

1 

171 

28,087 

68 

... 
50 

26,820 

1 

186 

1 

171 

68,407 

86 

TW«1     -       ... 

88 

28,826 

60 

26,820 

188 

68,646 

„    for  the  Tear 
preceding... 

121 

82,968 

47 

22,106 

168 

66,068 

Chrutiamand^  S.  (Yice-Consul  Reinhardt). 

The  trade  of  Christiansand  has  been  yerj  slack  during  the  year. 
There  have  been  no  new  articles  of  export,  and  the  shipping  has 
suffered  severely,  owing  to  the  low  freights. 

The  total  export  of  sawn  deals  has  been  smaller  than  in  the  fore-  Timber, 
going  year,  whereas  the  export  to  Great  Britain  has  increased.    The 
quantity  of  pit  props  and  mining  timber  exported  has  been  small,  owing 
to  the  small  demand  and  very  low  prices.    The  export  of  wood  pulp  has  Wood  pulp, 
been  considerably  lower  than  in  1884. 

The  salmon  fishing  in  1885  was  good,  but  the  mackerel  fishery  was  Fiiheries. 
inconsiderable. 

The  following  goods  were   shipped   from  Christiansand  to  Great  Ezporta.* 
Britain : — 

Timber,  tawn       6,886  tons. 

„      hewn        21,967    „ 

Wood  palp 1,746    „ 

Beer 24,000  litres. 

Salmon 86,884  kilos. 

Mackerel 221,860  pieces. 

Lobsters 88,740    „ 

Mandal  (Vice-Consul  Andorsen). 

During  the  past  yenr  the  trade  of  this  district  with  England  has  Trade, 
been  very  dull,  and  the  export  of  principal  articles  has  been  considerably 
below  the  average,  on  account  of  the  extremely  low  prices  paid  for  those 
articles  in  England  and  Scotland.  The  salmon  fishery  was  also  less  Salmon, 
than  usual;  the  greater  part  of  the  salmon  was  exported  to  England. 
The  mackerel  fishery  was  a  total  failure.  The  whole  export  has  been 
carried  on  in  Norwegian  ships,  with  the  exception  of  14,000  lobsters, 
which  were  shipped  in  an  Ihiglish  well  smack. 

The  import  from  Great  Britain  consists  in  coab,  the  quantity  of  Imports, 
which  is  continually  increasing  both  for  private  use  as  well  as  for  ca&ing 
steamers,  and  of  manufactured  goods,  which  come  here  vi&  Christian- 
sand and  Arendal. 

Three  British  vessels  have  put  in  here  for  repairs  during  the  year,  Shipping. 
and  sundry  steamers,  which  have  put  in  through  stress  of  weather,  have 
been  supplied  with  coals  at  Kleven,  where  there  is  always  a  good  supply 
in  readiness  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

There  are  no  enterprises  in  which  British  canital  is  employed,  nor 
anv  factories  in  any  way  competing  with  the  British  manufacturing 
industrv. 
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Ihrstind  (Vioe-Consul  Sundt), 

Fiaheries.  The  fisheries  of  this  port  in  1885  were  good,  as  the  fish  were  chiefly 

mackerel  and  sahnon,  which  were  more  plentiful  than  in  former  years. 
Nearly  all  was  exported  to  England,  the  value  amounting  to  9,500/. 
against  6,650^.  in  1884.  Lobsters  were  exported  to  the  value  of  liOL 
against  850/.  in  1884.  Fish  roe,  valued  at  1,275Z.,  was  exported  to 
France  against  1,000/.  in  1884. 

Timber.  The  value  of  the  timber  exported  was  570Z.  against  760/.  in  1884. 

This  consisted  chiefly  of  staves  sent  to  Scotland. 

Minerala.  Of  minerals  nothing  was  exported,  although  in  1884  they  were 

exported  to  France  to  a  value  of  850/. 

Shipping.  The  shipping  is  the  pri|icipal  interest  of  this  port  and  district.    The 

tonnage  belonging  to  tnis  port  is  20,726.  Most  ships  lost  money  last 
year,  whereas  in  1884  they  made  an  average  profit  of  9  per  cent. 

Imports.  The  quantity  of  goods  imported  in  1885  was  about  the  same  as  in 

1884.  About  ^60  tons  of  coals  were  imported  from  England  against 
1,075  in  1884.  The  value  of  the  manufactured  goods  imported  from 
England  was  770/.,  and  from  other  countries  3,610/.  All  exports  and 
imports  were  made  in  Norwegian  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  fresh 
fish,  which  was  shipped  in  Endish  smacks,  but  merchants  find  it 
cheaper  now  to  export  the  fish  in  Norwegian  steamers. 

Mekkefjord  (Vice-Consul  Eyde). 

Trade.  The  year  expired  must,  on  the  whole,  be  considered  as  very  bad  in 

an  economical  respect  for  this  district. 

Shipownenu  The  shipowners  have  especially  had  heavy  losses,  and  business  seems 

to  have  been  carried  on  under  pressure  in  many  respects. 

Piaheriet.  The  fisheries  have  been,  however,  successful. 

Tanneries.  The  tanneries  have   been  worked  with  only  small   profits,  prices 

having  been  lower  than  last  year.  The  import  and  export  of  hides  and 
leather  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  raw  hides  are  bought  from 
Buenos  Ayres  and  shipped  vi4  Hamburg.  The  largest  quantities  of 
tanned  leather  have  been  sold  to  Sweden,  as  before,  at  a  price  of 
8  kroner  (3«.  3^.)  per  kilo.  c.i.f . 

Oak  bark,  458,000  kilos,  of  oak  bark,  for  the  use  of  the  tanneries  here,  have  been 

bought  at  the  same  price  as  last  year,  i,e,^  7  kroner  50  ore  (Ss.  4<f.) 
per  100  kilos,  delivered  here. 

Oxhide  hair.  Of  oxhide  hair  there  were  exported  to  England  5,150  kilos.,  at 

11  kroner  (12*.  Gd.)  yer  100  kilos,  f.o.b. 

Hide  parings.  Hide  parings,  which  are  the  oflal  from  hides  used  in  glue  makings 
fetched  the  same  price  in  Hamburg  as  last  year,  viz.,  22  kroner 
(1/.  4/.  5^.)  per  100  kilos.,  and  the  quantity  shipped  thither  was 
9,606  kilos. 

The  barrel  The  barrel  and  stave  trade,  which  was  formerly  of  great  im^rtance 

and  stave         to  this  district,  has,  during  the  last  two  years,  been  considerably 

trade.  reduced,  owing  to  the  repeated  failure  of  the  herring  fisheries  both  in 

Norway  and  Iceland.  The  quantity  exported  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1884,  but  prices  were  lower  and  have  brought  loss  to  the  manufacturers. 
Mce,  15  kroner  (16«.  Sd.)  per  dozen  barrels. 

Fisheries.  The  take  of  sidmon  in  the  rivers  and  sea  in  this  district  was  larger 

Sahnon.  than  in  previous  years,  and  the  price  the  same  as  in  1884.    The  total 

quantity  of  salmon  caught  was  42,515  kilos.,  whereof  the  greater  part 
was  shipped  to  England  vi4  Christiansand.  The  price  paid  to  fisher- 
men was  1  kroner  40  ore  (1«.  6d.)  per  kilogramme  for  fish  of  at  least 
3  kilos.,  and  80  ore  (10|d)  for  smaller  fish. 
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The  mackerel  fishery  thits  year  has  been  a  success.    The  largest  Mackerel, 
part  was  shipped  to  England.     The  price  was  a  little  lower  than  last 
year,  vie.,  10  kroner  64  ore  (11*.  10a.)  per  100. 

About  the  same  number  of  lobsters  were  takeA  as  last  year,  viz.,  Lobeienu 
19,980,  of  which  15,000  were  sent  to  Ostend.    Prices  were  higher, 
viz.,  53  ore  (7d)  each,  against  5^d.  last  year  for  lobsters  measuring  at 
least  eight  inches. 

The  Aaen  Sires  Salmon  Fishery  Company  have  hatched  this  year  Salmon  breed- 
180,000  fry,  making  a  total  for  the  hye  years  of  880,000.    Calculating  ing. 
that  the  iry  return  from  the  sea  at  the  age  of  five  or  six  years,  tlie 
return  of  the  first  lot  hatched  was  expected  this  summer,  and  indeed  it 
did  not  fail,  a  visible  increase  of  young  salmon  having  been  seen  pass- 
ing the  salmon  ladder. 

The  Iceland  Company  quite  abandoned  the  fishing  on  the  coast  of  Iceland 
Iceland  this  year,  owing  to  the  heavy  losses  they  have  experienced  of  herrings, 
late  years. 

Of  game,  ptarmigan  have  not  been  plentiful,  only  7,000  head  being  Game, 
exported  to  England,  against  15,000   last  year,  although  prices  have 
remained  the  same,  viz.,  50  to  60  ore  (6^.  to  8J.)  each.    Of  larger 
game,  such  as  blackcocks  and  capercailzies,  there  were  exported  to 
England  about  1,000  head  and  about  600  hares.  „ 

The  harvest  of  1885  was  good  both  for  grain,  hay,  and  potatoes,  "*'^®^* 
but  the  prices  of  these  articles  have  declined  considerably. 

fiBTUBK  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Flekke^ord  in  the  Tear  1885. 

EmmED. 


Sailing. 

'steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Yesaele. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VeeselB. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veeeeta. 

Tnia. 

British       

Norwegian  .„       ... 
Belgian      ...       ... 

Gennan      

4 
1 

4.686 
342 
78 

!" 

Z 

82 

4 
1 

4,c5« 
242 

78 

Total      '...       ... 

„    for  the  year 
preceding... 

27 
26 

4,966 
8,894 

M. 

... 

27 
26 

4.966 
8,894 

CUABBD. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 
Norwegian... 

Belgian      

German     ... 

... 

18 

4 
1 

8.M9 
242 

78 

.M 

•" 

18 

4 
1 

8,849 
248 
78 

Total       

„  «wrtheyeMr 
preceding... 

28 
24 

8.669 
2.894 

.•• 

... 

28 
24 

8.669 
2.894 

2  0  2 
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Fisberiea. 

Coal. 
Sail  cloth* 


Haugesund  (Yice-Consul  Jacobsen). 

The  spring  berring  fisberj  amounted  to  60,000  barrels  in  this  district. 
.  About  8,000  barrels  of  Iresb  herrings  were  sent  to  EnglancL 

The  lobster  fishery  was  fairly  good,  and  many  were  exported,  especially 
to  England. 

About  105,000  hectolitres  of  coal  were  imported  in  1885  from 
Scotland. 

Most  of  the  sail  cloth  used  here  is  imported  from  England.  The 
total  import  of  this  article  in  1885  was  7,689  kilos. 

BcTUfiir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Haugesond  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Saninff. 

Stwm. 

Totri. 

Nattonality. 

Namberof 
VeMeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeMelB. 

Tom. 

Namberof 
VeMelB. 

Tom. 

BriUih...       

Konregian     ^       «. 
Swediah 

Duilth...       

Oerman         

1 
182 

*"* 

1 

80 

16,379 

"288 

68 

'67 
8 

297744 
1,649 

1 

288 

8 

4 
1 

86 

46,m 

1,649 

288 

68 

TWia       ...       .„ 

188 

16.806 

66 

81,I9S 

268 

48,196 

CXJULBXD. 


Salliog. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NUitmAUtr. 

Nomberof 
Yeitele. 

Tons! 

Number  of 
Veiielf. 

Tone. 

Namberof 
VoMela. 

Tom. 

::::!: 
::::!: 

1 
220 

"4 

1 
2 

86 

90,867 

'288 
68 
12 

*88 
26 
2 

88^680 

6,968 

481 

1 

806 
26 
6 

1 
2 

86 

68,017 

6,968 

764 

68 

12 

Toua     

228 

20,795 

115 

46,129 

ia 

66,924 

Bergen  (Vice- Consul  Janseii). 

The  commerce  of  Bergen,  as  in   previous  years,   is  in  no  very 

satisfactory  condition.     The  year  began  with  doubt,  and  the  low  prices 

of  most  mercantile  goods  continues. 
Figherifli.  The  cod  fisheries  at   Lofoden  gave    a    very   satisfactory    result. 

35.000,000  of  cod  fish  were  caught  there,  and  16,500,000  in  Finnmarken. 

Of  these  18,000,000  were  dried,  and  the  remainder  was  made  into 

"kbp  fish  "(split  cod). 
Cod  liver  oil.         (;od  liver  oil  appears  to  lose  its  position  as  an  article  of  speculation 

more  and  more.    Orders  came  as  nsual  from  Holland,  Germany,  and 

Great  Britain,  chiefly  for  medicinal  oil.    The  best  steam-prepared  oil  was 

bought  up  early  for  Great  Britain,  and  when  in  the  autumn  prices  rose 

the  stock  was  nearly  exhausted. 
Bound  fiaL  Large  quantities  of  round  fish  were  brought  into  the  market  and 

aold  at  Tow  prices.    There  is  no  laree  amount  left  in  stock. 
Split  ood«  Of  all  the  Norwegian  fisheries  ''klip  fish,"  or  split  cod,  has  given  the 

best  results. 

The  importers  as  well  as  the  middle  men  must  hare  made  a  good 

profit,  in  spite  of  the  fear  of  French  competition. 
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The  roe  trade  began  with  no  great  expectations,  as  large  stockfl^soe. 
remained  on  hand  from  last  year,  and  therefore  prices  were  very  low. 

However,  by  unez|>ected  good  news  from  France,  prices  rose  8  kroner 
(8tf.  10^.)  per  bushel  in  the  middle  of  the  season,  but  prices  soon  fell, 
aDd  as  most  of  the  stock  was  sold  at  the  old  prices,  the  temporary  rise 
did  not  do  much  good. 

The  spring  herring  fishery  was  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  of  Herringi. 
no  importance.    Altogether  110,000  hectolitres  were  fished,  and  the 
low  pnces  brought  loss  to  the  salters  and  commission  agents. 

A  new  article  of  export  last  ^ear  was  the  exnort  of  &esh  herrings  in 
a  preparation  of  boracic  acid,  pnncipally  to  England. 

It  was  very  successful,  ana  most  of  the  parcels  arrived  in  excellent 
condition,  and  found  a  ready  sale. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  dbcovery  will  for  the  future  be  greatly 
developed. 

800,000  barrels  of  fat  herrings  were  caught  in  the  autumn  in  the  ^at  Lwrings. 
north,  but  prices  were  very  low,  owing  to  the  good  fisheries  in  England 
and  Scotland.    The  result  was  rather  loss  than  gain,  and  great  quantities 
have  consequently  been  stored. 

The  whale  "  &ihery  "  in  Finnmarken  seems  to  have  been  good.    The  Wludei. 
expeditions  sent  from  Bergen  caught  about  double  the  usual  number, 
and  generally  made  good  profits,  notwithstanding  the  low  prices. 

As  usual,  large  Quantities  of  rye  were  imported  from  the  Black  Sea  Grtiii. 
principally  in  Britisn  vessels. 

The  larger  steamers  of  this  town  in  the  East  India  trade  have  shippisg. 
worked  with  some  profit,  but  the  smaller  ones  sufiered  losses,  and 
appear  to  be  steadily  driven  away  from  the  ports  which  they  used  to 
trade  to  with  ^ood  profit. 

Of  our  sailing  ships  only  those  that  made  long  voyages  gave  any 
profit  on  the  very  reduced  value  which  they  now  represent. 

The  trade  in  manufactured  goods  ma^  be  presumed  to  have  i^iven  Hannfaekired 
less  profit  than  in  the  year  before.    The  circulation  of  money  has l)een  goods, 
decreased  by  the  smaller  purchasing  power  and  the  reduced  incomes. 

Most  of  the  commercial  travellers  in  this  branch,  as  well  as  in  fiuicy  Commercial 
goods,  come  from  Germany.  trsToUeiB. 

It  is  to  be  wished  that  more  would  come  in  the  interests  of  English 
houses,  for  it  would  doubtless  lead  to  business  transactions,  as  British 
goods  are  better  and  more  durable. 

The  import  of  iron  goods  has  been  less  from  England.     Plates  and  Ironware, 
iron  for  shipbuilding  have  not  been  so  much  required,  and  smaller 
goods  and  smaller  thmffs  seem  to  be  better  and  cheaper  from  the  United 
States.    The  cheapest  tilings  come  from  Germany. 

The  consumption  of  coal  increases  yearly  as  the  fleet  of  steamships  Coal, 
increases. 

10  lobster  smacks  arrived  during  the  year,  and  returned  to  Grimsby  Lobsters, 
with  67,299  live  lobsters,  valued  at  1,122/. 

There  were  no  failures  of  any  importance  in  Bergen :  money  has  not 
been  scarce,  and  the  rates  of  discount  have  been  low  and  steady. 

Chrkiiatuund  {Yiee-OomvH  Ptoelius). 

The  trade  of  this  district  has,  during  the  past  year,  suffered  from  Trade, 
the  same  dulness  which  has  characterised  almost  all  branches  of  business 
in  most  parts  ot  the  world. 

The  cod  and  herring  fisheries,  which  are  the  chief  means  of  existence  Fisheries  and 
in  this  district,  were  very  bad,  and  the  unusually  cold  and  wet  summer  harvest, 
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caused  a  bad  Imrvest.    The  consequence  is  that  both  flshermen  and 

peasants  have  suffered  in  the  past  year. 
British  trade.         Nevertheless,  the  trade  with  G-reat  Britain  has  improved  in  1885, 

and  the  import  of  British  manufactured  goods  has  increased  about  10 

per  cent.,  while  the  trade  with  other  countries  has  decreased;  for 

instance,  with  Germany,  by  about  20  per  cent. 
Coals.]]  About  7,000  tons  of  coals  were  imported  from  England,  against 

6,800  tons  in  1884. 
Salt  No  salt  was  imported  from  Liverpool,  which  was  the  case  in  former 

years.    It  comes  now  chiefly  from  Portugal,  as  prices  there  have  been 

very  low. 
CapitaL  There  are  no  enterprises  in  which  British  capital  is  employed. 

BBTiTBir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Christiansund  in  the  Year  1885. 


SalUzig. 

Steam.                             Total. 

NattotuOitj. 

Nmnbcrof 
YmmIi. 

Tom. 

Ntonberof 
Yeuels. 

Toos- 

Kumberof 
Yeaeels. 

Tons. 

BritUh 

other  ooimtriet 

1 

82 
2 

88 

6,864 

821 

28 
91 
60 

19,892 
89,764 
18,942 

29 
128 
62 

19,481 
46,108 
19.268 

Total    ... 

36 

6,764 

169 

78,089 

204 

88,864 

CtMAMMD, 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KationaU^. 

Number  of 
YesMlB. 

Toni. 

Nomberof 
YeaseU. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Yeuels. 

Tome. 

Britifli.«       ...       ... 

Nonregian     

Other  ooontriee 

1 
41 
2 

88 

6,171 

821 

29 
118 
88 

19,628 
49,210 
12,680 

80 
167 
86 

19,717 
66,881 
12,862 

Total       

„    fortheytar 
preceding... 

44 

6,682 

180 

81,869 

224 

428 

87,961 
171,806 

TrondJijem  (Vice- Consul  Kjeldsberg). 

British  The  tonnage  of  British  shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port 

ahipping.         g]jQ^g  ^Q  increase  of  about  9,000  tons  over  1884 
Swedish  This  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  the  export  of  Swedish  timber  from 

timber.  this  district,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  this  export  will  require  a  still 

further  increase  in  the  tonnage  employed. 
Trade.  Very  little  can  be  said  of  the  trade  of  Trondhjem,  as  no  noteworthy 

change  has  taken  place. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  has  been  nearly  as  large  from  Germany 

as  from  Ghreat  Britain,  with  the  exception  of  dye  stufb  and  paint,  of 

which  the  import  from  Germany  has  increased  considerably  in  1885. 
Harvest.  The  harvest  was  a  failure  as  regards  oats  and  barley,  owiu^  to  the 

cold  and  wet  summer,  while  the  hay  harvest  was  good.    During  the 
Batter.  last  few  years  butter  has  become  an  article  of  export,  and  numerous 

dairies  are  bein^  established  in  this  district. 
Money  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  money  market,  although  money 

market.  was  perhaps  not  quite  so  plentiful  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  rate  of  discount  remained  at  4|-  per  cent,  throughout  the  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OHBISTTANTA.  381 

PiTUBN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trondhjem  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Entbbed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nafetonality. 

Nmnber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Vessels 

Tons, 

British 

Norwegian     

Danish 

German 

French „ 

Swedish         

Dutch 

Bnseian 

4 
66 

"6 

4 

"4 

1 

792 
18,665 

*415 
786 

1*812 
270 

54 
108 
45 

"8 

89,431 
44,126 
18.065 

*l,*e55 

58 

163 

45 

6 

4 
8 

4 
1 

40,223 

57,691 

18,065 

415 

785 

1,655 

1,812 

270 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding  ... 

78 
71 

17,089 
15,872 

210 
199 

103,277 
94,856 

288 
270 

120,866 
110,228 

CXJKABED. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.  . 

British           ...       ^ 

Norwegian    

Danish 

German         ^ 
French... 

Swedish         

Dutch 

Russian         ...       ... 

4 
64 

546 
15,082 

"4I6 
735 

l',023 
270 

53 
112 
44 

""4 

"'1 

88,748 
50,168 
17,782 

'ii906 
... 
38 

57 

176 

44 

6 

4 
4 
3 
2 

89,294 

65,200 

17,782 

415 

735 

1,905 

1,023 

803 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding  ... 

81 
73 

18,021 
15,841 

214 
208 

108,586 
98,821 

295 
276 

126,607 
114,162 

Namaos  (Vice-Consiil  Sommerschield). 

This  Vice-OonsQlar  district  was  visited  in  1885  by  two  British 
steamers,  and  two  British  sailing  vessels  and  one  steam  yacht.  The 
merchant  vessels  were  all  chartered  in  the  timber  trade  for  British 
ports. 

The  trade  with  Great  Britain  was  as  usual.  Three  cargoes  of  coals  Coal,  fish, 
were  imported,  as  well  as  a  trifling  quantity  of  general  articles.  The  timber, 
exports  from  Namsos  are  chiefly  the  various  kinds  of  timber  and  fish. 
The  total  shipments  of  timber  to  foreign  countries  was  11,196  registered 
tons,  against  14,082  registered  tons  in  1884.  Of  this  10,267  tons  were 
sent  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  balance  to  France  and  Germany.  Prices 
were  unLversallj  low,  and  profits  were  very  small  in  consequence.  The 
stocks  on  hand  for  spring  shipments  are  as  usual  at  this  season. 

Current  rates  ot  freight  for  the  United  Kingdom  varied  between  Freight 
22«.  and  27».    per  standard,  and   for    France    38  fr.  to  48  fr.     Coal 
freights  from  British  east  coast  ports  were  5*.  to  6*.  6^.  per  ton. 

The  codfisherv  in  this  district  was  middling,  and  prices  not  high. 

The  herring  fishery  failed  entirely. 

The  industrial  branches  in  this  district  are  becoming  smaller  and  of 
less  importance. 

No  mining  is  carried  on  in  this  district,  with  the  exception  of  a  Mining, 
small,  copper  mine  near  Namsos,  which  is  merely  being  worked  at 
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present  as  a  trial.    There  are  no  enterprises  in  which  British  capital 
18  embarked. 
HarrcBt.  The  harvest  of  1885  was  rather  poor,  as  frost  came  early  in  the 

autumn.  Barley  ripened,  however,  but  the  oats  had  to  be  cut  green. 
Foreigh  grain  will,  in  cons^uence,  be  required. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  economic  condition  has  deteriorated 
of  late  years  owing  to  the  poor  fisheries  and  low  prices  for  timber.    The 
want  of  money  has  been  universally  felt. 
Wages.  Current  rates  of  wages  varied  from  1  kroner  60  ore  (1#.  lOd.)  to 

2  kroner  50  ore  (2^.  9^.)^  according  to  the  season  and  the  work  to  be 
done.  The  want  of  employment  was  much  felt  during  the  long  dark 
winter. 

The  total    amount  of  receipts  at  the  Custom-house    was  410,50 
kroner  (2,280Z.)  in  1885,  against  47,447  kroner  (2,620/.)  in  1884. 

The  number  of  British  tourists  increases  every  year. 

RBTimN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Namsos  in  the  Tear  1886. 

Emtbbsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
VesMla. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeseelB. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
YeMels. 

TODB. 

British » 

Norwegian     

Daaiah 

2 
22 
... 

284 

6,276 

2 
7 
1 

1,710 

2,42fl 

S22 

4 

29 
1 

1,»4 

8,706 

M2 

Total      

24 

6,560 

10 

4.471 

84 

11,081 

CUAUD. 


Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Yeuels. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veieelf. 

Tona. 

Number  of 

Tons. 

British 

Norwegian     

Daniah 

2 
23 

284 
6,441 

2 
7 
1 

1.710 

4 

30 

1 

1.W4 

8,870 

882 

Total       

26 

6,726 

10 

4,471 

81 

11,196 

Mo9}oen  (Vefsen)  CVice-Consul  H.P.  Dahl). 

Shipping.  No  British  vessel  loaded  or  discharged  here  in  1885. 

Capital.  No  British  capital  is  invested  as  yet  in  any  mining  adventure  in 

this  district. 
Mines.  The  silver-lead  ore  mines  at  Svenningdal  are  still  being  worked  oa 

Norwegian  account. 
British  goods.       No  increase  of  trade  has  taken  place  in  British  manufactured  goods. 


Shipping. 

Exports* 
Fishoxies. 


Tromd  (Vice-Consul  Hoist;. 

The  British  vessels  which  visited  this  port  this  year,  as  in  former 
years,  brought  coals  and  cleared  out  for  the  Wliite  Sea  in  ballast.  The 
exports  from  Tromso  have,  as  usual,  consisted  chiefly  of  fish  and  oil  to 
Holland,  Sweden,  and  the  Mediterranean. 

The  result  of  the  fishery  has  been  good  for  the  fishermen,  but  the 
exporters  have  probably  rather  lost  than  gained,  because  the  cholera  on 
the  Mediterranean  coasts  bad  a  great  influence  on  the  price  of  fish. 
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Oil  has,  as  in  1884|  been  yery  low  in  price.  The  coal  fishery  has 
been  yery  dull.  The  herring  fishery  was  also  a  failure  in  this  district. 
80  vessels  went  from  here  to  the  Arctic  Qcean,  two  of  which  were 
lost,  but  the  crews  and  part  of  their  carj{;oes  were  saved.  They  brouf^ht 
home  325  walrus,  4,940  seals,  177  whitefish,  44  polar  bears,  303  rein- 
deer, 774  kilos,  of  eider-down,  and  12  bottlenose  whales,  the  total  value 
of  all  being  121,188  kroner  (6,732/.),  against  194,887  kroner  (10,827/.) 
in  1884. 

One  steamer  from  this  port  went  to  catch  whales,  and  succeeded  in  Whales, 
getting  eijp^ht.    There  were  altogether  31  whaling  steamers,  including 
those  in  Finnmarken,  and  they  caught  1,181  whales. 

The  harvest  in  this  district  was  an  average  one.  Htrrttt. 

Betxtbk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Troms5  in  the  Tear  1885. 

BumsD. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Natiooalitf. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

:  1  •:  :  :  :  : 

1 

10 
4 
16 
2 
2 
1 

177 

2,462 

1,034 

1,364 

648 

292 

82 

10 
34 
10 

"i 

•*. 

6,224 
18,622 
6,310 

.M 

728 

11 
44 
14 
16 
8 
2 
1 

6,401 

21,074 

7,347 

1,364 

1,276 

292 

82 

Total       

se 

6,949 

66 

81,884 

91 

37,833 

Clbabsd. 


SaOing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationalltj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British ... 

Norwegian     ... 

German         

Enssian           • 
Swedish         J.       .;.' 

Danish 

Dutch 

1 

11 
4 
16 
2 
2 
1 

177 

2,389 

1.034 

1,364 

648 

292 

82 

9 
76 
10 

"i 

... 

6,620 
36,840 
6,310 

'728 

10 
86 
14 

16 
3 
2 

1 

6,697 

39,229 

7,344 

1,364 

1,276 

292 

82 

Total       

37 

6,886 

96 

49,398 

132 

66,284 

Bodd  (Vice-Consul  Jentoft). 

Bodo  has  little  trade  with  G-reat  Britain ;  but  the  chief  article  of  q^^ 
import  is  coal,  of  which  12,692  tons  were  imported  from  England 
against  16,286  tons  in  1884. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fish  taken  by  the  boats  from  Bod()  is  sold  jpjgiieries. 
for  home  consumption. 

This  beinp  a  very  small  town  there  is  very  little  business,  and  what  Tnuie. 
there  is  is  chiefly  with  the  larger  Norwegian  ports. 
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Fisheries. 


BsTiTBir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bodo  in  the  Year  1885. 

Emtmbkd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NsUooaUtj. 

Nnmberof 
Vesaelt. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Yeesels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britiah       

Norwegian 

r  German      

Danish       

Bntfian      

**6 
1 

1 
8 

I,'i6& 
363 
814 
695 

7 

1 
8 

4,255 

828 

1,891 

4,255 

1,498 

2,254 

814 

695 

Total      

„    Ibrtheyear 
preceding 

10 
16 

2,587 
4,181 

11 
18 

6,474 
7,827 

21 
29 

9,011 
ll,46d 

GUEABXD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TVHaL 

Nationality. 

Nnmberof 
Veasels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Veasels. 

Tons. 

British       ...       .« 
Norwegian ... 

German      

Danish       .^       ... 
Bnssian     ... 

1 
1 
8 

I,'l65 
863 
814 
69ft 

7 

4,255 
1,891 

4,256 

1,165 

2.264 

814 

696 

Total      

10 
16 

2,587 
4,181 

10 
18 

6,146 
7.827 

20 
29 

6.688 
11,468 

Hammerfest  (Vice-Consul  Bobertson). 

The  Cod  fishery  gave  an  average  quantitj  in  West  Finnmarkeny  but 
as  prices  were  about  40  per  cent,  below  last  year's,  the  result  was  a 
poor  one,  at  any  rate  for  the  fishermen. 

The  Capellan  fishery  was  a  total  failure,  chiefiy  caused  by  the  cold 
wintery  weather  which  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  summer. 

Tlie  year  1885  was  therefore  a  very  bad  one  for  the  population  of 
Einnmarken  ;  but  as  the  preceding  year  was  a  very  good  one  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  population  is  in  any  distress. 

Last  year  was  also  a  bad  one  for  merchants,  for  although  fish  could 
be  bought  cheap,  they  could  not  be  sold  without  loss. 

The  price  of  oil  was  very  low,  and  brought  little  profit. 

The  shark  fishery  and  the  expeditions  to  Novaya  Zemlia  and  Spits- 
bergen gave  a  poor  result,  and  very  few  of  the  ships  caught  enough  to 
pay  expenses. 

The  trade  with  the  Eussians  was,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  fishery, 
below  the  preceding  years,  but  those  Eussians  who  succeeded  in  getting 
a  full  cargo  of  salt-fish  must  have  made  a  good  profit,  as  prices  in  Arch- 
angel were  very  high. 

The  whaling  gave  a  good  result ;  but  so  long  as  oil  is  so  very  cheap 
the  profits  can  only  be  nominal. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


0HBISTI.V5IA. 


885 


BsTmuf  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Hammerfest  in  the  Year  1885. 

Emtiekd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Veisela. 

Tons, 

Number  of 
VeMelfl. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesMls. 

Tons. 

Britiih       

BossUn      

Oemuui     

Ditch        

1 
64 

4 
2 

182 

4,055 

569 

395 

2 

8,482 

8 
64 

4 
2 

3,664 

4,055 

669 

896 

Total       „. 
„    tor  the  year 
preceding 

61 

74 

5,201 
6,027 

2 
2 

S,482 
2,261 

63 
76 

8,683 
7,288 

CXJCABSD. 


Sdling. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

TOWB, 

BritUh       

Busslan      

German     

Dutch        

1 
64 
4 
2 

182 

4,066 
669 
395 

2 

3,482 

9 
64 

4 
2 

3,664 

4,065 

669 

896 

Total      

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

61 
74 

5,201 
6,027 

2 
2 

8,482 
2.261 

63 

76 

8,688 
7.288 

Vardd  (Vice-Conaul  Holmboe). 

The  chief  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain  in  1885  were  1^00  imports, 
tons  of  salt  and  15,000  tons  of  coals.    The  imports  from  Oermany  con- 
sisted of  coflfee,  sugar,  spirits,  wines,  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  rice, 
tea,  molasses,  port,  and  petroleum. 

The  exports  from  VardtJ  to  England  comprised  stockfisk  (dried  cod),  Bj^pQ^g^ 
whale,  guano,  bones,  and  oil. 

The  fisheries  round  VardiJ  were  very  rich  in  the  months  of  April  to  j,j.    . 
June,  but  in  the  summer  they  were  not  so  good  as  usual. 

Along  the  Eussian  coast,  on  the  contrary,  the  fisheries  were  not  rich 
in  the  first-named  three  months.  In  July  and  August  there  was  plenty 
of  fish,  but  the  weather  was  very  bad  in  the  summer  months,  and  con- 
sequently the  production  was  small  and  prices  high.  About  1^50 
whales  were  caught  during  the  season,  but  about  800  were  small  ones  ; 
and  as  the  prices  of  oil  and  guano  are  very  low,  the  whaling  companies 
have  not  made  much  profit,  and  some  have  made  a  loss.  The  price  of 
oil  was  28,  Bd.,  and  of  guano  half  that,  which  is  usual. 
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Betusk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Vardd  in  the  Tear  1885. 


SailiDg. 

8t«am. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
YenelB. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VesMls. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Venelfl. 

Tom. 

British 

Nonregiaii     

BoMian          

Oerman         

Danlib  „,       •••       .» 

S 
82 

28ft 
IS 

2 

89ft 
7,882 
8,012 
2,648 

270 

"ft9 
12 

2eVa67 
ft,098 

8 

91 

297 

18 

2 

896 
88,749 
18,110 
2,648 

270 

Total       ...       ... 

88ft 

19,207 

71 

81,466 

406 

60,672 

Clbaiid. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tods. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Bussian          

German 

Danish...       

8 

82 

297 

18 

2 

896 
7,882 
7;892 
2,648 

270 

*69 
12 

281867 
^098 

8 

91 

809 

18 

2 

895 
88,749 
12,990 
2,648 

270 

Total       

847 

19,087 

71 

81,466 

418 

60,602 

Bbtubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vadstt  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Norwegian     ...       ... 

It^^ff^^^n          ... 

Oarman         

Danish  ^ 

Dutch  ...       

8 
97 

4 
7 
1 

2,617 

4,680 

668 

868 

124 

42 
12 
.*• 

M. 

21,212 
9,896 

60 

109 

4 

7 

1 

28,729 

18,976 

068 

868 

124 

Total       ...       ... 

117 

8,747 

64 

80,606 

171 

88,866 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  89,717  tons. 

ClBABKD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

TMis. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norwegian     ... 

Bussian         

Oerman         ... 
Danish...       ...       ... 

Dutch  ... 

8 

92 
4 

7 

1 

2.617 

4,889 

688 

868 
124 

42 
12 

... 

21,212 
9,896 

M. 

60 
104 

4 
7 

1 

28.729 

18,786 

668 

868 
124 

Total       ^       ^. 

112 

8,606 

64 

80,606 

166 

88,114 

Total  for  the  year  preceding,  89,860  tons. 
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Skien  (Vice-Consal  Sewell). 

The  year  1885  again  shows  an  increase  in  the  steam  tonnage  entered  Steamen. 
and  cleared. 

The  trade  of  Skien  has  changed  very  litfcle  from  the  previous  year,  Importi  and 
but  a  new  export  article  has  appeared  in  chemical  wood  pulp,  of  which  e3qM>rts. 
876  tons  were  exported. 

Eetubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Skien  in  the  Tear  1885. 

En: 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

KationaUty. 

Nomberof 
VeiMls. 

Tom. 

Nomberof 
Veasele. 

Tone. 

Nomberof 
VeMele. 

Tooa. 

Biltlah       

Nonregiaa...       ... 

Other         ^       ... 

9 
122 
SO 

1,175 
29,321 
4,496 

ft 
27 
14 

2,825 
10,095 
8,974 

14 
149 
64 

8,500 
89,416 
8,470 

Total     

„  for  the  year 
preceding.^ 

181 

84,992 

46 

16,894 

227 
157 

51,886 

81,844 

ClMLMMD, 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomberof 
Yeesels. 

Tone. 

Nomberof 
Veesels. 

Tone. 

Nomberof 
Venela. 

Tons. 

Britidi       

Norwegian 

Other         

8 
118 
27 

1,099 
25,588 
2,911 

6 
68 

21 

2,825 
24,289 
6,694 

18 
181 

48 

8.424 
49,877 
9.606 

Total     

„   for  the  year 
preceding.^ 

158 

29,598 

89 

88,808 

242 
257 

62,906 
72,117 

Risoer  (Vice^Consul  Finne). 

The  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  this  port  is  relatively  of  little  im- 
portance. 

About  1,100  tons  of  coals  were  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  Coa!s. 
some  canvas. 

The  onh  articles  of  export  are  timber  and  ice.    About  the  same  1Bxport«» 
quantity  of  timber  was  shipped  as  last  year,  but  the  ice  exported  was 
8,000  tons  less,  i.e,j  10,170  registered  tons. 
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Stavanger  (Vice-Consul  Johnsen). 

T»de.  The  trade  of  this  district  has  been  very  dull.    The  oarrying  trade 

has  in  most  cases  brought  heavy  losses,  and  the  other  staple  industry  of 
this  port,  the  herring  fishery,  was  almost  a  total  failure.  Several  local 
firms  engaged  also  in  the  curing  business  in  the  north  of  Norway  and 
on  the  coast  of  Iceland,  unfortunately,  in  most  cases,  with  disastrous 
results,  the  prices  abroad  scarcely  covering  the  outlay. 

Shipboilding*  The  shipouilding  of  the  district  is  nearly  stopped,  and  no  ship  was 
finished  during  the  year. 

Harvest  The  harvest  compared  favourably  in  point  of  equality  with  the 

previous  year,  and  a^oulture  seems  to  be  progressiiig,  but  the  low 
prices  at  which  farmers  were  obliged  to  sell  caused  this  important 
souroe  of  gain  to  yield  on  the  whole  an  unsatisfactory  profit. 


Setttbit  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Stavanger  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Natloiuaity. 

Nomberof 
YeaselB. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
YeMelB. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeiBelB. 

Tods. 

Bridih       

NonreglMi 

SwedlA     

DMdth       ...       ... 

Other         ...       .« 

la 

226 

2 

1 

702 
S8 

76 
160 
82 
44 

1 

49,821 
66,808 
8,121 
16,707 
281 

88 
876 
84 

46 

1 

60,0n 
88,618 
8,169 
16,746 
281 

Total     

„    for  the  year 
preceding... 

242 

258 

48,094 
61,868 

802 
247 

129,788 
100,142 

644 
600 

178,727 
161,610 

ClBAaiD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britldi       ...       ». 
Norwegian ... 

SwediA     

Danish       

Other 

13 

176 

6 

8 

M. 

702 

87,888 

166 

93 

... 

81 
180 
80 
86 

1 

68,668 
60,928 
6,792 
14,844 
268 

94 
806 
86 
89 

1 

64,866 
88,806 
6,947 
14,487 
268 

Total     

„    torttoyear 
preceding... 

198 
288 

88,888 
47,682 

278 
286 

126,980 
104,112 

476 
468 

164,818 
161,694 
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Molde  (Vice-consul  P.  P.  Dahl). 

From  the  commeroial  point  of  view  the  year  1886  in  this  district  Trade. 

was  a  bad  one. 

The  harvest  was  an  average  one.  Harvest 

The  cod  and  herring  fisheries  were  bad,  the  former  only  amounting  Fiaheries. 

to  a  third  of  an  average  year,  while  the  herrings  were  of  little  vidue* 

About  500  tons  of  coal  were  imported.  CoaL 

The  number  of  tourists  who  visit  this  district  increases  every  year.    Tomrigte. 

BiTXTBK  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Molde  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
YeflMls. 

Tone. 

Nomberof 
VeeMle. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 

Veesels. 

Tone. 

Britlah       ...       ... 

liui  w6sriftii ...       ... 

other         .«       ... 

*2 

lis 

14 
48 
... 

1S,252 
26,206 

14 

60 

18,262 
26,819 

T6tol      ... 

2 

113 

62 

89,458 

64 

39,671 

Ckbabbd. 

Sailing. 

steam. 

Total. 

NfttionaUty. 

Nnmberof 
VeMeli. 

Tom.! 

Number  of 
Veewjli. 

iToni. 

Nomberof 
VeieelB. 

Tons. 

BritlA       

Norwegian ... 
Other         

"z 

is? 

14 
62 

1S,262 
83,777 

14 
66 

13,262 
83,964 

Total       

1 

187 

76 

47,029 

79 

47,216 
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Shipping. 

Fisheries. 
Codfish^ 

Herring!* 


Freights. 

Hannfiu!tared 
goods. 


Lofoden  Islands  (T  ice-Consul  Wilson). 

The  shipping  between  Great  Britain  and  these  islands  has  increased 
in  1885. 

The  fisheries  were  verj  good,  especially  the  herring  fishery. 

35,000,000  cod  fish  were  taken  in  this  district  last  season,  while  the 
herrings  exceeded  500,000  barrels. 

A  trade  has  sprung  up  with  England  of  herrings  prepared  in 
boracic  acid,  which  has  met  with  success,  and  promises  to  increase  to 
a  Tery  large  extent.  Other  kinds  of  fish  have  also  been  sent  to  England 
prepared  in  the  same  way,  but  the  result  is  not  yet  known. 

Freights  for  coal  by  vessels  going  to  Archangel  have  been  low-^ 
68.  6d.  to  Qs.  per  ton  from  Cardiff  and  Newcastle  respectively. 

Several  English  houses  have  Begun  to  send  representatives  to  the 
north,  and  report  satisfactory  business. 


Bbtubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lofoden  in  the  fear  1885. 

EarsBSD. 


SaUIng. 

SteazQ. 

TotaL 

KaUonaUtsr. 

Number  of 
YeiMlfl. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veasela. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
YesMla. 

Tou. 

BritUh       ^        ... 
NorwegiMi ...       ... 

Otlier         

2 
15 

1 

979 

8,728 

594 

10 
••• 

4,864 

12 
15 
8 

5,848 

8,728 

604 

Total      

„fcrtiij76ar 
pivoealxigoz 
Britiih  8hip- 
Pln« 

20 

1 

5,801 
466 

10 
10 

4,864 
5,288 

80 
11 

10,165 
5,689 

Cliaued* 


SaUlng. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NationaUtj. 

Nomberof 
YetMlB. 

Torn. 

Number  of 

YesMli. 

Tons. 

Nmnberof 
YesseU. 

T«>n8. 

British       ...       „. 
Konregian  .^ 
Other        ...       ... 

2 

Ballaw. 
979 

10 

Ballast. 
4,864 

12 

Ballast. 
^8M 

Total      

ptog...       .« 

2 
0 

1 

979 

10 
9 

1 

4,864 
8,416 

12 
9 
2 

5,8tt 
8,416 

Ohristiania,  March  12, 1886. 
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GOTHBNBUEG. 

Seport  ly  Consul  Duff  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Oothonlurg  for 

the  Tear  1885. 

ExYixwiiro  the  past  year  the  Customs  returns  of  this  port  show  a 
larger  increase  than  during  any  previous  years. 

The  prospects  of   1886  for  tne  export  of  the  chief  commodities  of  Eiporta  and 
this  country  were  not  promising,  the    prices  being   very  low.     The  i™Po^  §?««»«• 
export  of  butter,  grain,  matches,  paper,  and  wood  nevertheless  exceeded  ^  ^ 
that  of  1884,  whereas  the  export  ot  iron  and  live  stock,  chiefly  cattle, 
was  less  than  during  the  last-mentioned  year. 

The  import  of  the  ordinary  articles  of  consumption — ^bacon,  coal  and 
coke,  coffee,  cotton,  meal,  raw  sugar,  salted  herring,  and  hides — was 
larger  than  in  1884,  but  of  re6ned  sugar,  rice,  dry  fish,  tobacco,  and 
petroleum,  less  was  imported  than  during  the  preceding  year,  proving 
that  consumption  has  not  diminished,  although  the  returns  of  the 
agriculturist  nave  been  considerably  less  owing  to  the  prevalent  prices 
during  the  year  on  his  produce. 

Although  the  year  1885  has  been  unfavourable  to  the  trade  of 
Gothenburg  in  consequence  of  the  low  prices  and  general  depression 
both  here  and  in  other  countries,  and  adding  thereto  losses  sustained 
through  failures  in  the  country,  the  position  evinces  clearly  the  general 
sound  state  of  the  mercantile  community. 

The  prices  of  all  kinds  of  grain  were  low  during  the  year.     Oats,  Exports, 
the  chief  cereal,  which  was  almost  the  only  kind  of  grain  exported,  ^wi^ 
having  suffered  from  the  wet  weather  during  the  latter  part  ot  the 
summer,  had  to  be  kiln-dried  in  order  to  render  it  marketable  and 
adapted  for  shipment. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  days  during  the  spring,  when  hostilities 
were  anticipated  and  prices  of  oats  in  the  English  markets  conse- 
quently rose,  tbe  prices  have  been  low,  particularly  on  account  of  the 
good  crop  raised  in  England  and  shipments  from  Russia. 

A  report  on  the  iron  trade  of  Sweden  during  1885  may  he  looked  Iron, 
forward  to  as  discouraging.  Barely  have  ironmasters  in  this  country 
had  to  contend  with  more  unfavourable  circumstances  than  during  1885. 
The  principal  cause  of  this  was  naturally  the  slackness  of  trade  and 
industry  prevailing  everywhere :  progressive  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  uron  of  other  countries  and  consequent  competition  almost  in  all 
markets  where  Swedish  iron  was  offered  has  greatly  added  thereto. 
British  and  German  manufacturers  now  produce  an  article,  the  quality 
of  which  can  be  favourably  compared  with  Swedish  iron,  and  can 
be  sold  considerably  cheaper.  The  great  decrease  in  the  export  of 
this  article  during  1885  compared  with  1884  indicates  plainly  what 
the  trade  has  been.  With  regard  to  the  different  kinds  of  iron,  the 
price  of  hammered  assorted  iron  has  ruled  throughout  the  year  from 
8/.  9#.  4id.  to  8/.  12«.  per  ton  at  the  wharf  here.  The  supplies  have 
been  limited  and  hardly  exceeded  the  demand. 

Of  rolled  bars  the  supplies  have  been  larger  than' the  requirements, 
and  much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  the  workshops  going 
[301]  2  D 
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on  towards  the  close  of  the  year.  Stock  accumulated  both  here  and 
abroad,  which  also  had  a  tendency  to  keep  down  prices.  .  The  quo- 
tation during  the  year  has  been  Hi.  10s.  Sd.  per  ton  at  the  wharf  here. 

Eolled  shapes  met  with  the  most  unfavourable  markets,  and  prices, 
which  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  were  9/.  10s.  Sd,  to  9?.  IBs.  id,^ 
gradually  declined,  and  at  the  close  did  not  exceed  8/.  16«.  per  ton. 
Great  over-production  exists  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  the 
quantity  that  could  be  turned  out  by  the  mills  would  be  likely  to  be 
unsaleable.  An  arrangement  between  the  manufacturers  to  restrict 
their  make  and  thus  raise  prices  is  Q;reatly  desired. 

The  demand  for  pig  iron  is  gradually  declining.    Such  is  now  only 
used  for  a  few  special  purposes,  for  which  certain  brands  of  the  best 
description  are  required. 
Wood.  This  branch  of  trade  continued  very  much  the  same  as  during  1884, 

and  the  prices  obtained  were  also  the  same,  or  about  1^  13*.  4td.  to 
1/.  14*.  6d,  per  dozen  (8  inches  by  9  inches  20  feet  deals).  Only  during 
the  early  part  of  the  spring,  when  war  was  expected,  the  price  rose  to 
1/.  16*.  8a  ,  but  subsequently  went  down  again  to  the  original  quota- 
tions. The  slight  difference  in  the  freight  from  ports  in  the  G-ulf  of 
Bothnia  and  this  port  rendered  shipments  from  Gothenburg  difficult, 
and  the  approach  of  winter  was  the  only  time  that  sales  to  any  advan- 
tage could  be  concluded. 

The  import  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  increas- 
ing every  year.  Of  German  coke,  which  is  pronounced  as  containing 
less  sulphur  than  the  English,  a  few  small  cargoes  have  also  been 
imported. 

Some  of  the  cotton  mills  in  this  place  and  neighbourhood  having 
applied  extra  motory  power,  thereby  increasing  the  speed  of  their 
spindles,  now  import  more  cotton,  which  appears  to  have  lessened  the 
import  of  cotton  yarns. 

Pig  and  bar  iron  as  well  as  rails  show  a  slight  decline  compared  with  the 

Previous  year.    English  pig  iron  is  indispensable  for  castings,  and  the 
ar  iron  being  much  cheaper  than  the  Swedish  is  used  for  various  pur- 
poses, such  as  shipbuilding,  agricultural  and  other  implements,  <&c. 

The  improved  manufacture  of  machinery  and  implements  is  lessen- 
ing the  demand  for  same  from  Great  Britain,  America,  and  Germany. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  import  of  meal,  which  chiefly  takes 
place  from  Denmftrk,  is  principally  caused  by  a  proposed  import  duty 
on  this  article. 

The  total  number  of  ships  that  entered  this  port  exceed  the  previous 
year,  and  this  augmentation  is  principally  in  vessels  of  this  country. 
Lines  of  Swedish  steamers  now  ply  regularly  between  this  port  direct 
to  the  principal  ports  in  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Belgium,  France,  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  such  trade  having  previously,  to  a  great  extent,  been 
carried  in  British  ships  or  passed  through  British  ports. 

There  being  no  impediment  through  ice  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  shipping  continued  uninterrupted  throughout  the  year.  Freights 
were  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  and  less  than  during  the  same 
period  of  the  previous  year :  the  cause  of  this  being  a  greater  number 
of  vessels  in  tlie  market  than  required  for  the  shipments  and  orders  on 
hand.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  an  improvement  took  place  owing  to 
expected  war,  but  as  peace  remained  these  prospects  became  unrealised, 
and  no  higher  freights  could  be  obtained  than  before,  and  no  improve- 
ment took  place  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Agriculture.  The  winter  corn  was  sown  during  favourable  weather,  and  the  rye  as 

well  M  the  wheat  seemed  most  promising,  but  in  consequence  of  the  cold 
weather  during  the  spring,  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  the  whole  of 


Imports.  Coal 
and  coke. 


Cotton  and 
cotton  yam. 


Iron  and  rails. 


Machinery 
and  imple- 
ments. 
Meal. 

Shipping. 


Freights. 
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August,  us  well  as  the  continued  raiua  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer,  the  corn  was  much  damaged  and  the  ^thering  very  difficult. 
These  causes  have  also  had  a  disadvantageous  effect  on  the  spring  corn, 
which  at  first  betokened  a  far  better  yield  than  subsequently  proved  to 
be  the  case,  as  well  as  on  the  potatoes,  which  in  most  localities  suffered 
from.  rot.  The  hay  crop,  on  the  contrary,  has  turned  out  satisfactory, 
and  well  got  in. 

The  herring  fishing  on  this  coast  commenced  about  three  weeks  Fisheries, 
earlier  than  the  previous  year.  The  fish  mostly  appeared  between 
Gothenburg  and  Marstrand.  The  supply  of  large  herring  has  been 
abundant,  and  the  quantity  far  beyond  what  could  have  been  turned 
to  profit ;  many  hundreds  of  barrels  caught  in  the  Sein  having  had  to 
be  let  out  in  absence  of  buyers.  The  shipments  of  fresh  herring  to  Eng- 
land, Belgium,  Germany,  [Denmark,  and  other  countries  have,,  however, 
been  larger  than  hitherto,  and  the  transit  to  the  interior  of  the  country 
has  also  increased,  since  the  carriage  by  rail  has  been  reduced.  The  fish 
cured  this  year  is  of  better  quality  than  before :  curers  here  and  on  the 
coast  can  therefore  offer  a  superior  article,  and  for  which  they  ought  to 
obtain  remunerative  prices.  The  herrings  have  proved  a  priceless  boon 
to  the  poorer  classes,  who  doubtless  otherwise  would  have  experienced 
the  greatest  privations  owing  to  the  stagnation  in  trade  and  industry. 

The  building  of  the  west  coast  line,  connecting  Helsingborg  with  Public  works. 
Gothenburg,  is  progressing  steadily.  The  first  section  of  the  line  from 
Helsingborg  to  Halmstad  (Sk&ne-Hallands  Railway)  is  already  open  to 
traffic,  and  the  second  section  from  the  latter  town  to  Warberg  is 
expected  to  be  completed  during  1886.  The  third  and  last  section  trom 
Warberg  to  Gothenburg  will  shortly  be  under  construction,  and  the 
whole  line  is  expected  to  be  open  to  traffic  in  about  two  years  hence. 
liVhen  completed  this  line  will  no  doubt  inoreaae  the  traffic  of  Gothen- 
burg to  a  large  extent.  A  new  line  of  interest  to  the  north  of  this 
district  is  the  one  proposed  from  Lysekil  on  this  coast  to  Frftudefors, 
a  railway  station  about  nine  miles  north  of  the  town  of  Wener^boi^, 
on  the  lake  Wenern. 


AUKBX  A. 

BxTiTBir  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gothenburg  in  the  Tear  1885. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatioiiaUtj. 

Nnmberof 
Tesseli. 

Tom. 

Komberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Momberof 
Ve«el8. 

Tons. 

Britlih       ^       

Swedfah     

Daniah      ^       

Norwegian , 

Gexman     .»       »•       .<• 

Dutch        

Bussian      

French       

American 

Austrian 

32 

289 

125 

95 

64 

27 

7 

8 

1 

1 

5,167 

53,329 

7,898 

17,801 

6.748 

2,838 

2,252 

1,412 

1,267 

480 

176 

1,366 

202 

99 

ST 

1 

1 

i^ 

1,761 

114,274 

608,941 

78,471 

37,778 

86,106 

821 

623 

208 

1,646 

327 

194 

•1 

28 

8 

8 

119.431 

662,270 

81,369 

56,679 

41,864  " 

3,659 

2,876 

1,412 

1,267 

480 

Total 

„     for  the   year 
preceding 

649 
689 

99,182 
98,734 

771,014 
717,338 

2,611 
2,440 

870,196 
816,072 

2  n 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

TtoiaL 

Nationality. 

Namberof 
Veseels. 

Tons. 

Namberof 
Vessels. 

Tans. 

Namberof 
Veseels. 

T^ms. 

British      

Swedish 

Danish      

Norwegian. 

German     

Dutch        

Bussian     ...        

American 

French      

Austrian 

82 

210 

01 

67 

69 

29 

6 

1 

7 

1 

6,268 

40,009 

6,686 

16,042 

6,862 

?982 

2,094 

1,267 

1,066 

480 

176 

1,884 

197 

108 

28 

1 

1 

•«• 

118,868 

600,684 

72,662 

88,912 

87,569 

821 

628 

207 

1,644 

288 

170 

87 

80 

6 

1 

7 

1 

119,111 

540,698 

79,288 

58,964 

48,421 

8,908 

2.717 

1.267 

1,066 

480 

Total  ..       .^       ... 

„     for  the  year 

preceding     ... 

602 
687 

80,670 
88,195 

1,889 
1,622 

766,119 
689,881 

2,841 
2,169 

846,789 
778,076 

Annex  B. — ^Retubk  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gothenburg 
daring  the  Tears  1884-85. 


Artldee. 

Cwts. 

CwuV*      ... 

C&.  meteirt 
Tone 

1886. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Batter       ...       

Grain         ...       ...       

Iron...       .^       

LlTe  stock 

Matchei     ...       .»       ...       ^ 

Paper         ^       

Wood         .„       

Other  articles       ... 

100,860 
868,182 

4,966 

171,920 

148,800 

426,660 

89,861 

624,800 
800,280 
841,800 
60.650 
288,800 
199,780 
501,700 
268,800 

80,820 
268,906 
117,866 
7,928 
167.820 
123,600 
400,208 

26,490 

497,600 
212,600 
989,400 
101,710 
$82,400 
171,640 
482,200 
172,800 

Total    M.       ...       ... 

... 

8,026,610 

2.86O.060 

Bbtubn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1884r-85. 


Ardclee. 

1885. 

1884. 

Cwts.       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bsoon        ... 

84,830 

174,740 

89,660 

£ 
83,160 

Coal  and  coke       ...       ... 

Tons 

328,116 

164,690 

817,768 

162,600 

Coffee         

Cwts.       ... 

96,200 

488.650 

84.660 

480,630 

Cotton       ...       M.       ...       ... 

,,          ... 

161,920 

422,020 

140,200 

889,500 

Grain         

Quarters  ... 

68,904 

88,810 

51,808 

70,480 

Iron  and  rails       

Tons 

17,768 

102,700 

18,792 

104,940 

Machinery  and  implements      ... 

... 

... 

193,700 

... 

196,610 

Meal 

Cwts, 

856,760 

214,180 

806,460 

185,000 

Spiritnotts  liquors  and  wine 

Gallons    ... 

826,586 

75,450 

809,260 

70,100 . 

Cwts.       ... 

219,840 

809,290 

216,060 

829,920 

TextUes,  wool  and  yam 

„          ... 

71,660 

633,680 

77,940 

465,420 

other  articles       

Tons 

89,686 

490,900 

87,801 

467,100 

Total 

... 

8,198,660 

.M 

2.944,450 

NoTB.— 1  ton     =  1,000  kilograms. 

1  cwt.    ...        ^    =      60        „ 

1  imperial  quarter  »      11*1  oumc  feet, 

1  gaUon a       4*6  litres. 

II.  sterling       ...    »     18  kronor. 


Gothenburg!  March  18, 1886. 
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UNITED   STATES. 

BOSTON. 

Beport  hy  Oontul  Renderton  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Boston  and 
the  Boston  Consular  District  for  the  Year  1885. 

Thi  foreign  trade  of  Boston  for  1885  (constituting  94  per  cent,  of  Foreign  trade, 
tuat  of  the  whole  Consular  district)  shows  a  decrease  in  imports  of 
950000/.  •  and  in  imports  of  over  l,50O,OOO/.t  This  was  principally 
due'  as  regards  imports,  to  a  previous  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
fore*ign  goods,  and  the  indisposition  of  importers  to  lay  in  larger  stocks 
than  they  expected  to  dispose  of  rcndilj  ;  and,  in  respect  to  exports,  to 
the  low  prices  and  short  demand  abroad  for  agricultural  products. 

With  the  exception  of  the  iron  market,  which  only  began  to  show  DometUe 
signs  of  improyement  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  domestic  trade  was  trade, 
on  the  whole  more  active  than  for  several  years  past,  and  in  spite  of 
a  general  decline  in   prices  was,  with  few  exceptions,  fairly  remu- 
nerative. 

The  majority  of  domestic  industries  did  not  suffer  materially  from  Domeetlc 
Jack  of  work,  but,  whilst  compelled  to  submit  to  low  prices,  were  iJ^dastries. 
injuriously  affected  by  numerous  and  some  prolonged  strikes  against 
the  reduction  of  wages,  and  which,  though  in  most  cases  comprontised 
or  settled  by  arbitration,  seriously  interfered  with  the  execution  of 
work  which  had  been  contracted  for,  and  produced  some  distress 
amongst  the  strikers. 

Meanwhile  the  following  statistical  data,  published  recently  for  the  Increase  and 
State  of  Massachusetts,  evince  a  progressive  and  prosperous  condition  S^^^il^Sut/ 
of  the  population  generally,  and  lead  to  the  inference  that  the  pre-  *'^*P**P'"**  *"• 
valence  of  low  prices,  so  much  complained  of,  have  mainly  contributed 
to  the  well-being  of  producers  and  consumers  alike,  by  reducing  the 
cost  of  living  and  stimulating  consumption,  and  the  employment  of 
capital   and    labour.    These  statistics  show  that,  according  to  the 
census  taken  in  1885,  the  population  of  the  State  was  1,911,465,  being 
an  increase  of  8  per  cent,  in  five  years  since  1880,  when  the  previous 
census  was  taken;   whilst,  as  compared  with  1884,  the  valuation  of 
real  and  personal  property  shows  an  increase  of  5,000,000/.,  the  amount 
of  savings  banks  deposits  an  increase  of  2,450,000/.,  the  number   of 
firms  in  business  an  increase  of  over  2,000/.,  and  business  failures  a 
decrease  of  64  in  number  and  of  550,000/.,  or  80  per  cent.,  in  the 
amount  of  their  liabilities. 

The  following  is  a  review  of  the  most  important  Boston  trades  and 
markets  in  1885  :— 

Beceipts  of  cotton  at  this  port  were  899,000  bales,  or  a  decrease  of  Cotton. 
67,000  bdes ;  and  exports  119,400  bales,  or  a  decrease  of  about  80,000 
bales.  Mills  in  the  Northern  States,  which  receive  most  of  their  cotton 
direct  from  the  South,  took  890,000  bales,  or  an  increase  of  200,000. 
Prices  averaged  5|{/.  from  January  to  April,  but  fell  gradually  to  4}<f. 

*  The  rate  of  conversion  of  dollars  into  iterling  in  ibia  report  is  4«.  to  the  dollar, 
t  In  statements  of  inereaae  or  deoreaae  in  qnantiiies  or  valves,  the  eomparison, 
nnleaa  the  date  is  given,  it  with  the  previona  yeai. 
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Wool. 


Cotton  and 
woollen  goods, 


Clothing 
trade. 


Boot  and  shoe 
ti-ade. 


Hides  and 
leather. 

Iron* 


Flour  and 
grain. 


Cattle,  meat, 
and  dairy 
grodacts. 


Fish. 


Sugar. 


Shipping  and 
ahipbuilding. 


by  the  end  of  the  year,  principally  owing  to  the  universal  decline  in 
the  consumption  and  price  of  cotton  goods,  and  the  prospect  of  a  large 
forthcoming  crop. 

Beceipis  of  wool  were  480,000  bales  domestic,  and  60,500  bales 
foreign,  or  an  increase  altogether  of  about  57,000  bales.  With  the 
exception  of  a  temporary  decline  in  July,  prices' of  fine  domestic  wool 
were  as  high  as  It.  7rf.  per  lb.  throughout  the  year,  which  closed  with 
an  upward  tendency  ana  a  comparatively  small  stock  in  dealers'  hands. 

Sales  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  show  a  large  increase,  but  whilst 
wooUeps  sold  at  a  pro6t  as  fast  as  they  could  be  produced,  jBottou 
goods  were  in  miiny  oases  disposed  of  at  a  loss,  and  after  curtailing 
production  barely  above  cost.  The  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  was 
lliO.OOO/. 

The  clothing  trade  continues  to  grow  in  importance,  and  to  give 
employment  to  an  increasing  number  of  the  working  class,  principally 
women.  The  year's  trade  was  very  large  in  volume,  and,  notwith- 
standing low  prices,  profitable. 

The  boot  and  shoe  trade,  like  ready-made  clothing,  assumes  larger 
proportions  every  year.  In  spite  of  some  interruption  from  strikes, 
shipments  to  different  parts  of  the  country  amounted  to  64,000,000 
pairs  of  boots  and  shoes,  being  an  increase  of  3,500,000  pairs. 

Receipts  of  hides  exceeded  2,000,000  in  number,  or  an  increase  of 
220,000.  Prices  were  lower,  whilst  leather  was  in  good  demand,  and 
improved  in  price  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  iron  market  was  in  a  very  depressed  condition  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  and  owing  to  short  demand  and  low  prices, 
both  imports  and  home  production  were  considerably  reduced.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  year,  however,  there  was  a  better  demand,  and  prices 
had  an  upward  tendency.  The  lowest  quotations  were : — For  pig  iron, 
21. 12s.  and  4il,  4«.,  according  to  grade ;  and  for  bar  iron,  6/.  15«.  and  9/. 

Notwithstanding  a  short  wheat  crop,  a  large  surplus  from  188^!  and 
a  short  demand  for  export  made  the  flour  market  sluggish.  Prices  for 
home  consumption,  however,  averaged  a  fraction  higher.  Receipts  of 
flour  and  wheat  show  a  decrease  of  600,000  barrels  and  73,000  bushels 
respectively,  and  exports  a  decrease  of  250,000  barrels  and  66,000 
bushels.  Maize  and  oats  were  abundant,  but  exports  were  very  small 
in  either  case.  Maize  was  very  low  in  price,  but  oats,  which  are 
virtually  limited  to  home  consumption,  did  not  vary  from  the  previous 
year. 

There  was  a  large  decrease  in  exports  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  in 
fresh  beef,  as  well  as  in  packed  beef  and  pork  products,  the  increase 
was  considerable.  Exports  of  cheese  decreased  largely,  whilst  in  butter 
and  lard  there  was  little  change.  Prices  in  all  cases  were  lower  than  in 
1884. 

In  consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  Fisheries  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  1871,  imports  of  mackerel  from  Canada  decreased  nearly  one- 
half.  The  supply  of  fish  was  nevertheless  abundant,  and,  whilst  prices 
were  excessively  low,  leaving  little  or  no  profit  to  owners  of  fishing 
vessels  and  fishermen,  dealers  and  packers  did  a  large  and  paying 
business. 

Imports  of  raw  sugar  show  a  decrease  of  35,000  tons,  or  17^  per 
cent.,  and  sales  of  refined  for  consumption  and  exportation  a  decrease 
of  22,000  tons.  Owing  to  a  reported  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  beet 
sugar,  prices  of  both  raw  and  refined  were  fractionally  increased. 

Shipping  interests  at  this  port  are,  if  possible,  in  a  more  depressed 
condition  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past,  and  Boston  ship- 
owners find  it,  under  the  exulting  circumstancts  of  the  carrying  trade, 
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more  difficult  than  ever  to  compete  with.  Foreign  flags'  shipbuilding  is, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  almost  entirely  suspended,  and  but  for  the 
coasting  trade,  which  is  exclusively  carried  on  by  ships  built  in  the 
country,  would  be  virtually  extinct.  Freights  were  low,  but  fluctuated 
less  than  in  1884. 

The  value  of  real  estate  has  been  much  enhanced  by  an  increased  Keal  estate 
demand  for  safe  investments,  and  by  extensive  building  operations,  J^'^i^Jl^"^® 
which,  whilst  required  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  population,    "     °^* 
have  served  to  give  employment  to  capital  and  labour,  and  impart  some 
activity  to  the  trade  in  building  materials.    Bents  have  not  advanced, 
but  new  buildings,  both  for  dwelling  and  business  purposes,  have  been 
occupied  as  fast  as  they  were  completed,  and  at  the  existing  low  cost 
of  materials  pay  a  fair  interest  on  the  money  invested. 

The  money  market  was  in  an  unsettled  condition  during  the  year.  Money  and 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  which  has  continued  to  hang  over  the  question  Btock  markete 
of  the  perpetuation  of  the  coinage  of  debased  silver  currency  as  unlimited  •^^  exchange, 
legal  tender,  and  to  the  want  of  confidence  engendered  by  the  long- 
continued  depression  in  the  railway  stock  and  bond  market,  and  other 
interests  aflected  by  it.     Money  was  nevertheless  abundant,  and  with 
occasional    momentary    fluctuations    generally    obtainable,    on    good 
security,  at  very  low  interest,  whilst  clearing-house  returns  show  a 
large  increase  in  the  movement  of  capital. 

The  stock  market  has  been  gradually  recovering  its  tone  and 
healthy  condition,  and  stocks  and  bonds,  including  those  of  railways 
known  to  be  sound,  but  which  had  been  more  or  less  affected  by  its 
general  demoralisation,  have  regained  their  former  position  and  legiti- 
mate market  value. 

Foreign  exchange  showed  a  somewhat  narrower  range  than  in  1884. 
Bankers'  light  bills  rose  gradually,  with  slight  fluctuations,  from 
4  dol.  84^  c.  per  £  in  January,  to  4  dol.  90  c.  in  December. 

The  following  tables  (Annexes  A,  B,  and  0)  are  returns  of  shipping 
and  of  exports  and  imports  at  ports  in  the  Boston  Consular  district,  and 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  on  June  30, 1885,  this 
being  the  latest  date  to  which  reliable  statistics  are  obtainable : — 
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Annex  A. — ^Betubk  of  all  Shipping  in  the  Foreign  Trade*  at  Ports  in 
the  Boston  Consular  District,  and  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  the 
Fiscal  Year  ended  June  80, 1885. 


Entbbxd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Kationalitf. 

Number  of 
YMseli. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
YeoeU. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veaela. 

Tona. 

Foreimit       

American      

8.122 
834 

898,146 
248,077 

474 
464 

784,615 
229,768 

8,596 
1,298 

1,177.761 
477,885 

Total      

8,956 
4»437 

641,228 
694,270 

988 
817 

1,014,878 
1,068,421 

4,894 
6,264 

1,655,596 
1,767.691 

Clbabsd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Foreignt       

American     

3,042 
1,211 

864,478 
831,785 

891 
466 

667,586 
229,121 

8.488 
1,677 

1,032,064 
560,906 

Total      

,.    fiscal  year, 
1884 

4,258 
4.864 

696,268 
782,836 

867 
725 

896,707 
948,862 

5,110 
5,579 

1,692,170 
1.726.1W 

Annex  B. — Bsttjbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ports  in  the 
Boston  Consular  District,  and  Ports  in  the  State  of  Maioe,  during 
the  Fiscal  Year  ended  June  30, 1885. 


Articles. 

Number 

Bales  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Meat  and  dairy  products 

Horned  cattle 

Com,    flour,    and    other 
breadatuffii 

Cotton,  raw 

„     manullwstures  of  . . 

Tobacco,  in  leaf  and  manu- 
factured 

Iron  ore,  iron,  steel,  and 
manufactures  of 

Sugar  and  molasses 

Coin  and  bullion.. 

Foreign  goods  re-exported 

AU  other  artioles.. 

56,684 
U5.971 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 
8,471,758 
1,107,409 

8,456,888 

1,611,616 

218,008 

501,885 

294,441 

244,159 

15,340 

178,071 

2,589,485 

79,412 

122,497 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

£ 

8,862,494 
1,677,905 

8,988,818 

1,481,778 

276,747 

568,508 

298,645 

167,881 

80,000 

249,215 

2,282,542 

Total 

18,686,905 

14,678,978 

•  No  statistics  obtainable  in  regard  to  the  coasting  trade. 

t  The  nationality  of  foreign  vessels  can  only  be  ascertained  in  the  aggregate  for 
the  whole  of  the  United  States.  It  is  approzimatiTely  estimated,  howerer,  that 
British  tonnage,  entering  and  clearing  in  the  Boston  Consular  District,  and  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  during  the  year  1885,  was  over  96  per  cent,  of  the  total  foreign 
tonnage. 
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Betubk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ports  ia  the  Boston 
Consular  District,  and  Ports  in  the  State  of  Maine,  during  the 
Fiscal  Year  ended  June  80,  1885. 


Articles. 


Yalne. 


1885. 

1884. 

£ 

£ 

2,605,182 

4,106,440 

1,472,721 

2,017,289 

1,061,085 

1,087,864 

856,447 

982,890 

840,680 

979,988 

788,719 

724,248 

460,228 

502,249 

811,488 

228,779 

88,808 

60,098 

4,078,228 

4,518,241     , 

Sogar  and  molasses         

Wool  

Hides,  goat,  and  fur  skins  and  furs 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 

Iron  ore,  iron,  steel,  and  manufactures  of 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute < 

Fish  

Ck>tton  goods 

Coin  and  bullion  ••         •• 

All  other  articles 

Total 


12,508,586 


15,208,026 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Ports  in  the  Boston  Consular  District,  and 
Ports  in  the  State  of  Maine,  during  the  Fiscal  Years  to  June  30, 
1885  and  1884. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

United     Kingdom    and 

colonies 
Spain  and  colonies         •  • 
France  and     „ 
Aigentine  Bepublio 

Germany 

Bnuril 

July        

Netherlands  and  colonies 

Belgium 

Sweden  and  Norway     . . 

Chili        

Turkey 

All  other  conntries 

£ 

12,190,872 

162,686 

124,220 

89.758 

7,728 

6,806 

18,721 

62,889 

112,224 

12,077 

120,277 

28,577 

755,680 

£ 

18,652,012 

168,428 

181,220 

88,484 

89,427 

4,505 

9,886 

49,221 

99,802 

1,200 

148,920 

16,559 

224,869 

£ 

6,788,662 
2,173,855 
628,419 
626,908 
626,167 
804,822 
268,296 
211,540 
147,708 
189,599 
82,078 
102,905 
458,687 

£ 

8,178,988 
8,858,928 
856,428 
558,285 
899,258 
826,048 
834,078 
206,971 
179,496 
185,569 
26,679 
109,888 
588,100 

Total 

18,686,905 

14,678,978 

12,508,586 

15,208,026 

Boston,  February  19, 1886. 
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MOBILE. 

Beport  of  Consul  Cridland  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Mobile, 
United  States,  far  the  Year  1885. 

It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  the  trade  of  Mobile  during  the  Trade, 
past  year,  marked  by  business  depression  all  over  the  United  States, 
would  exhibit  a  rapid  growth  or  greatly  increased  prosperity.  "When 
it  is  seen  then  that  the  port  held  its  own  in  the  face  of  most  unfavour- 
able circumstances,  it  has  reason  to  congratulate  itself  that  its  trade 
has  been  a  fair  average  one. 

The  changed  conditions  of  tlie  cotton  trade  are  affecting  all  the  Cotton, 
southern  seaports  ;  each  one  has  to  face  the  facts  presented  by  empty 
warehouses  and  silent  presses.  A  large  portion  of  the  cotton  credited 
to  the  cotton  ports  is  compressed  in  the  interior,  and  merely  passes 
through  on  its  way  to  shipment.  Mobile  has  also  suffered  by  this 
changed  condition  of  affairs,  but  a  larger  proportion  of  the  cotton  that 
reaches  this  city  is  handled  by  the  population  than  is  the  case  at  any 
other  southern  port.  Therefore,  while  the  gross  receipts  at  this  port 
exhibit  a  decrease  of  about  14,000  bales,  the  actual  cotton  handled  in 
this  market,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  shows  an  increase  of 
10,000  bales. 


WsieiiT  and  Yalue  of  Cotton  Beceipts  at  Mobile  for  the  past 
Two  Years: 


Total  receipt 
Total  weight  ..  ., 
Total  value,  in  sterling  .  • 
Average  weight,  per  bale 
Average  value,  per  bale  . . 
Averafi;e  value,  per  lb.    . . 


1885. 


236,871  Bales. 

117,670,407  Lbs. 

2,429,90H.  18#.  6d, 

496-77  Lbs. 

49  dol.  24  c,  or  lOL  5s,  2d. 

9*91  c.  or  6d. 

Exchange  at  4  dol.  80  c. 

per£ 


1884. 


254,651  Bales. 

126,075,168  Lbs. 

2,635,088/.  iU,  6d. 

495*09  Lbs. 

49  dol.  67  c,  or  lOZ.  7*. 

1008  c,  or  5id. 

Exchange  at   4   doL 

80  c.  per  £ 


Cotton 
receipts. 

The  decrease 
in  the  receipts 
'  is  owing  to 
the  fact  that 
the  staple 
finds  its  way 
to  other 
points. 


CoMPABATiYS  Vicw  of  the  Exports  of  Cotton  from  Mobile  for  the      Exports  of 
past  Two  Years.  cotton. 


1885. 

1884. 

To  Great  Britain    ..         ••         •• 

Foreign  ports 

United  States  porto      .. 

Bales. 

48,180 

700 

203,146 

Bales. 

56,157 

1,880 

204,795 

Total           

246,976 

262,882 
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Gotton 
weight!. 


The  acreage  planted  in  cotton  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in  1885  was 
2,823,000  acres,  and  the  total  crop  825,000  bales. 

Cotton  Fbbiouts,  &o. 

Cotton  freights  daring  the  past  year  ruled  at  ^d.  to  i?^.,  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  season,  when  they  became  easier,  and  closed  at  ^^^ 

The  supervision  of  cotton  at  Mobile  continues  as  last  reported,  and 
is  found  to  protect  all  interests. 

The  charges  on  cotton  at  this  port  are  in  all  respects  as  reported  in 
the  Commercial  Report  for  1884. 

The  Timber  akb  Litmbeb  Tbide  of  Mobile. 

Timber  and  The  timber  and  lumber  trade  of  Mobile  is  becoming  one  of  its  lead- 

lomber  tiade.  inff  features  as  a  business  centre.  In  1886  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
shipments  of  timber,  owing  to  the  fact  that  hewn  timber  has  become 
unpopular  in  the  trade.  An  increased  demand  for  sawn  timber  is, 
however,  expected  in  the  future,  which  will  make  up  for  any  loss  from 
the  cause  referred  to.  The  shipments  of  lumber  were,  during  the  past 
year,  slightly  in  excess  of  th^  previous  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  trade 
will  increase,  as  the  supply  of  various  woods  in  the  lorests  that  border 
the  rivers  that  flow  towards  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  are  practically  inex- 
haustible. This  trade  will  increase  yearly  if  the  new  channel  in  Mobile 
Bay  is  widened  and  made  deeper. 
Sbipmenti  of  The  shipments  of  lumber  from  Mobile  to  Great  Britain  and  foreign 
lamber.  countries  for  1885,  compared  with  1884,  were  as  follows : — 


Countries. 

1885. 

1884. 

To  the  United  Kingdom      . . 

„     Continent 

„     British  West  Indies.. 
„  South  America     . . 
„  Central  America  . . 

„  Cuba         

„  other  countries     . . 

Feet 
4,526,661 
8,408,882 
1,428,185 
1,110,845 

862.728 
2,844,057 
1,292,688 

Peet. 

6,485,786 

2,736.404 

8,180,744 

981,829 

610,848 

786,761 

2,519,785 

Total  exports 
Value  in  steriing,  at  4  dol. 
80  c.  per  £ 

15,467,541 
88,556/.  18«.  8c;. 

17,102,102 
47,529/.  17«.  id. 

The  shipments  of  lumber  from  Mobile  to  the  coast  ports,  and  into 
the  interior  of  the  Unit^ed  States  for  the  past  two  years,  has  been  as 
follows:— In  1885,  6,798,263  feet:  total  shipments,  22,265,804  feet. 
In  1884,  5,149,989  feet :  total  shipments,  22,252,091  feet. 

The  supply  of  pitch  pine,  oak,  cedar,  cypress,  and  other  woods 
seems  abundant  for  many  years  to  come,  and  the  trade  is  evidently, 
though  slowly,  on  the  increase.  Capitalists  from  the  AVestern  States 
and  Canada  are  investing  in  timber  lands  in  Alabama  with  the  inten- 
tion of  cutting  the  timber  for  exportation  from  this  port. 
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Shipmshtb  of  Hewn  and  Sawn  Timber  from  Mobile  for  the  past 
Two  Tears  in  Cubic  Feet. 


Ck>aDtrie8. 

1885. 

1884. 

To  the  United  Kingdom 
GontineBt  of  Earope 

Feet. 
2,769,285 
853,540 

Feet. 
2,853,915 
957,799 

Total 

Value  ia  sterling,  at  4  dol.  80  c. 
per£ 

8,122,825 
77,266/.  9#.  U. 

8,810,714 
105,204/.  0*.  M. 

Shipmentfl  of 
timber. 


The  fact  of  large  vessels  being  able  to  come  up  to  the  port  of  Mobile 
through  the  new  channel  in  the  bay,  and  take  on  board  a  large  portion 
of  their  cargoes  of  timber  or  lumber,  has  been  very  beneficial  to  the 
trade  of  the  port.  Vessels  drawing  over  16  feet,  when  partially  loaded, 
have  to  be  towed  down  to  the  lower  bay  to  complete  their  cargoes. 

ExpOBT  of  Staves  in  the  last  Two  Tears. 


In  1885 
1884 


Staves. 


Valac. 


£  $.  d. 
2,772  18  4 
1,425    4    2 


Makufactitbb  and  Expobt  of  Shutgles. 

During  tde  past  year  some  50,000,000  shingles  were  made  in  Mobile  8hln«l«« 
and  vicinity,  and  shipped  to  the  West  Indies,  the  coast  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  tne  Western  States,  where  the  demand  was  quite 
lar^e.  Machine  made  ranged  from  2  dol.  50  c.  (10«.  5d,)  to  8  dol. 
(12*.  6d.)  per  1,000  for  No.  1,  and  1  dol.  50  c.  (6*.  Bd,)  to  2  dol. 
{Ss.  4A)  per  1,000  for  No.  2. 

Natal  Stobes. 

A  fair  business  was  transacted  in  this  department  during  the  past  Kayal  stores, 
year,  and  satisfactory  prices  realised. 

The  receipts  from  the  interior  to  Mobile  were : — 


1885. 

1884. 

Barrels. 

Value  at  4  dol.  80  c. 

Barrels. 

Value  at  4  dol.  80  e. 

Bosin 
Turpentine  .. 

200,608 
41,718 

£         8.    d. 

88,618    4    7 

180,865    9    6 

210,512 
41,801 

£       «.   d 

76,718    9    4 

126,247  15    1 
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Exchange 
4  dol.  80  c 


Salt. 


Coal. 


XTKITED   STATES. 

Eesik  Exported. 


1886. 

1884. 

To  United  Kingdom 

Continent  of  Europe 

Barrels. 
27,176 
84,442 

Barrels. 
23,440 
62,767 

Total 

Value 

61,617 
24,026?.  18*.  Id 

76,197 
24,650/.  14*.  llcf. 

Impobts  op  Salt  into  the  Poet  op  Mobile. 

The  LiTerpool  salt  seems  to  be  the  favourite  article,  as  it  dis8ol?ea 
quicker  than  the  rock  salt  of  Louisiana.  The  cargoes  brought  here 
direct  in  ships  seem  to  find  a  ready  sale. 


1886. 

1884. 

Imports  from  Liverpool   . . 
„          „    other  ports.. 

Sacks. 
16,324 
14,026 

Sacks. 

26,582 

8,245 

Total      .. 

80,349 

34,827 

Impobts  of  Alabama  and  Pennsylvania  Coal  into  Mobile  for  the 
past  Two  Years. 


1886. 

1884. 

Alabama  coal 
Pennsylvania  coal . . 

Tons. 

40,801 

716 

Tons. 

17,808 

891 

Total      .. 

41,016 

18,699 

The  demand  for  Alabama  coal  continues  good,  and  the  receipts  from 
the  mines  last  year  show  an  increase  of  100  per  cent,  over  the  previous 
year,  but  so  far  the  price  and  freight  prevents  a  competition  with 
English  coal  carried  to  the  West  Indies,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ports,  and 
Central  America.     The  price  of  steam  coal  ranges  at  Mobile  at  14*.  7d, 

ger  ton  of  2,000  lbs.,  free  on  board.     The  bituminous  coal  used  for 
ousehold  purposes  costs  now  11,  3«.  per  ton. 
The  followiug  extract  in  reference  to  the   coal,  coke,  and  iron 
industries  of  Alabama  shows  what  has  been  done  for  some  years  past 
in  the  mineral  district  of  the  State,  and  is  of  much  interest : — 


Alabama  coal, 
coke,  and  iron 
industries. 


"  Alabama  Coal,  Coke,  and  Iron  Industries. 

"  (From  the  Birmingham  Age  of  January,  1886.) 

"  The  world  now  knows  something  of  the  magnitude  and  extent  of 
the  coal  and  iron  ore  deposits  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  though  we 
believe  the  accepted  reports  greatlj  underestimate  the  extent  of  both. 
But  the  general  public  does  not  know  how  much  is  doing,  and  has  been 
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done,  towards  dereloping  resoturces  that  are  to  be  the  basU  of  th6 
future  greatness  of  our  State. 

"The  coal  output  of  Alabama  since  1873  is  as  follows:  — 

Tons. 

1S7S   ..        ..        • 40,000 

1874    ..       •».       >.  '    45,000 

1870 60,000 

1876    ..         ..         .•       100,000 

1877 175,000 

1878  .• 200,000 

1879  ..         ..         200,000 

1880 840,000 

1881    ..       •» 875,000 

188) 800,000 

1888 1,400,000 

1884 2,000,000 

1885 2,225,000 

<'  In  1872  only  10,000  tons  of  coal  were  mined  in  this  State.  In 
1879  a  great  impetus  was  given  to  coal  mining  by  the  opening  up  of 
the  Pratt  seam  by  the  Pratt  Coal  and  Coke  Company  for  steam,  coke, 
and  gas  purposes,  and  the  working  of  the  Helena  seam  for  grate  pur* 
poses.  Since  that  time  many  miues  have  been  opened,  and,  as  seen 
from  the  above  table,  the  output  has  steadily  increased. 

*'Six  years  ago  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  road  hauled  only 
2,000  tons  of  Alabama  coal,  now  the  Prafct  mines  alone  have  a  daily 
average  output  of  more  than  2,000  tons.  New  mines  are  being  opened 
up  every  year  throughout  the  coal-fields,  wherever  convenient  access  to 
transportation  can  be  had.  The  opening-up  of  the  Warrior  river  and 
the  oeepening  of  Mobile  harbour  would  give  a  great  impetus  to  coal 
mining ;  and  Alabama,  instead  of  ranking  as  the  fifth  or  sixth  coal* 
producing  State,  would  in  a  few  years  rank  next  to  Pennsylvania. 

"In  1880  Alabama  had  816  coke  ovens ;  in  1884  the  number  had 
increased  to  976 ;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1886, 
there  were  1,200  coke  ovens  in  operation  in  the  State. 

^'  These  1,200  coke  ovens  consumed  the  following  number  of  tons  of 
coal  for  each  year  named : — 

Tons. 

1880 106,283 

1881 184^881 

1882 261,889 

1888 859,699 

1884 418,184 

1885 515,550 

"  The  ooke  produced  from  this  half  million  tons  of  coal  for  each  year 
named  was  as  follows : — 

Tons. 

1880  ..        »•        ..        , 60,781 

1881 ^         , 109,088 

1882 152,941 

1888 217,581 

1884 244,009 

1885 804,509 

"  This  coke  sells  at  from  2  del.  50  c.  to  8  dol.  a  ton,  and  the  output 
for  1886  was  therefore  worth  nearly  900,000  dol.  It  is  a  fact  not  gene- 
rally known  that  Alabama,  within  the  past  few  years,  has  grown  to  be 
the  second  coke-producing  State  in  the  Union.  Pennsylvania  comes 
first,  Alabama  second,  and  West  Virginia  third.   No  other  State,  unless 
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we  except  Pennsylvania,  has  better  coking  coal,  and  we  may  look  for 
this  indostry  to  grow  gradually  into  immense  proportions. 
"  The  production  of  pig  iron  since  1876  is  as  follows : — 

Tons. 

1876 24,782 

1877 41,241 

1878 41,482 

1879 49,841 

1880 77,190 

1881 98,081 

1882 112,766 

1888 172,466 

1884 189,660 

1886 189,660 

^  We  have  placed  the  output  of  pig  iron  in  1885  at  the  same  as  1884, 
because  no  additional  furnaces  were  built  during  that  year. 

'*  Here  we  have  some  idea  of  the  growth  of  these  three  leading  in- 
dustries in  Alabama,  the  products  of  which  were  worth  for  1885  about 
7,000,000  doL,  or  about  one-fourth  the  value  of  the  entire  cotton  crop 
of  the  State.  Four  more  furnaces  will  be  built  in  or  around  Birmiag- 
ham  during  the  present  year,  others  will  no  doubt  be  built  in  other 
parts  of  the  State ;  hundreds  more  of  coke  ovens  will  be  built ;  minee 
will  be  opened  and  the  coal  output  be  increased ;  indeed,  in  the  history 
of  the  State  the  future  of  these  industries  were  never  brighter." 

AOBICULTUBE. 

Agrieultiire*  The  cultivation  of  vegetables  in  Mobile  county  for  export  to  the 

northern  and  western  markets  in  the  early  spring  of  the  year,  one  of 
the  leading  branches  of  business  in  this  sectiou,  has  been  steadily  on 
the  increase  for  past  years,  but  the  growers  have  met  with  many  dis- 
advantages in  protracted  droughts  and  severe  frosts,  and  consequently 
much  loss.  However,  notwithstanding  such  disadvantages,  the  pro- 
duction of  vegetables  in  Mobile  county  in  1885  produced  d\53SL29.6d^ 
and  in  the  year  1884  49,592/.  5«.  10^. 

Wool. 

^ool.  This  trade  suffered  last  year  in  the  general  depression  of  business, 

the  manufacturers  buying  only  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
business.  The  receipts  at  Mobile  for  the  past  year  show  an  increase  of 
90  per  cent,  over  the  year  previous. 


Bzehange 
4  doL  80  c 


ArUcles. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Wool  recoivdd  at  Mobile  hi  1885      . . 
Ditto             ditto    in  1884      .. 

Lbs. 
465,000 
246,876 

£      a.    d, 
17,487  12    0 
10,600  18    2 
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Value  of  fish  and  ojstere  taken  in.  and  off  Mobile  Bay  and  brought  Fish  and 
to  the  city,  sold  or  exported  during  tlie  past  two  years : —  ojstcr  trade. 


Artielet. 

1885. 

188A. 

Fish       

Oyvten  •• 

£       9.   d. 

21.979    S    4 
28,958    6    8 

£     *.     d 
20,888    6    8 
22,918  18    4 

Totel       ^ 

46,997  10    0 

48,750    0    0 

BxTUBH  of  aQ  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mobile,  United  Stalas,  in 
the  Yen  1835. 


SimBSD. 


SaUinic. 

Siaain. 

Total. 

NaMMatttr. 

No.  of 
Veaeels. 

Tone. 

No.  of 

Yeesels. 

Tool. 

No.  of 
VeMote. 

Tons. 

BriUah      

Aoerlcan .» 
Swedish  and  ^'or- 

wegfam  ... 
other  conntriet  ... 

66 
125 

49 
28 

58.033 
84,454 

81,511 
12,855 

4 
7 

"l 

4,101 
1,868 

1,008 

70 
182 

49 

57,134 
86,817 

81,511 
13,368 

Total     ...       .« 

„  tor  the  year 

pTMedteg ... 

168 
•99 

181,858 
100,094 

13 
5 

6,972 
8.266 

275 
8U 

138,325 
158,819 

Clbabxd. 


Sailing. 

Steaaa. 

ToUri. 

NatlDoalitj. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

No.  Of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

American 

Swedish  aod  Nor- 
wegian ^       ^ 
Other  coantritB  ... 

64 
116 

66 

n 

51,295 
81,72;} 

•4,188 

8.706 

8 
8 

""l 

2,949 
2,070 

l7008 

67 
126 

M 
18 

54,244 
83,798 

•4.183 

9,764 

Total     _       ... 
preoeding... 

255 
279 

125,907 
.    142,566 

12 

7 

6,027 
4,171 

267 
286 

181,984 
146,787 

[801] 
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Betubv  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mobile,  United 
States,  during  the  Years  1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

Aracles, 

Quantity. 

Value  (in 
Sterling). 

Quantity. 

Value  (iu 
Sterling). 

Cotton  in  balea 

Lumber,  feet 

Timber,  feet 

Keain,  barrels 

Vegetables,  packages 
Otber  articles,  packages,  tons, 
barrels,  and  pieces 

246,976 

15,467.541 

8,122,825 

61,617 

100,655 

856,722 

£ 

2,588,583 
88,556 
77,266 
24,026 
84,588 

7,724 

262,882 

17,102,102 

8,810,714 

76,197 

157,299 

751.8U 

£ 

2,714,570 

47,529 

105,2(^4 

24,«50 

49,529 

6,241 

Total 

2,715,693 

2,947,728 

Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mobile  during  the 
Years  1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

1884. 

i^rtides. 

Quantity. 

Value  (in 
Sterling.) 

Qaantity. 

Value  (in 
Sterling). 

Rait  in  sacks,  and     . . 

Coffee  in  bags  are  the  only 
articles  of  any  importance 
brought  to  Mobile  from 
foreign  porU 

80,849 
7,000 

£ 

.    26,884 

> 

84,827 
10,500 

£ 
•    62,719 

Total 

26,884 

52,719 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and  Im- 
ported to  Mobile  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years 
1884  and  1885. 


Country. 

Bxports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

United  Kingdom  and  colonies 
Bussia 

£ 
608,669 

£ 

689,823 

14,005 

11,100 

8,055 

5,778 

15,051 

7,966 

18,480 

The  BtAtements  published 
in  reference  to  the  imports 
into  Mobile  are  not  reliable. 

Germany          

France 

Spain 

14,012 
8,178 
7,255 
6,991 

10,842 

Neither  country  or  article 
is  mentioned.  In  all  proba- 
bility the  total  value  of  im- 
ports from  Oreat  Briuin  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  did  not 
exceed  5,000Z.  in  each  year. 

Total       .. 

650,842 

715,208 
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Am  ptmmwaii'tMei  tbe  onlj  m^melm  tar  yean  past  from  England 
to  MobHe  kmte  been  MU^MBitisiy'and  malt  liquors.  Coffee  is  uunr 
and  then  brought  direct  from  Brazil,  and  fruit,  principally  bananas  ami 
cocoa  nuts,  from  Honduras,  but  the  quantity  or  yalue  cannot  be  ascer* 
tained  correctly. 

FurSAOOLiL. 

Mr.  Yice-Consul  Uowe  reports  aa  follows : — 
SiTUBK  of  im  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Penaaoola  in  the  Year  1885. 


SaXOag, 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NatknuJUx* 

Number  of 
Yeeaelfl. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veaeele. 

Tone. 

Nomberof 
Yeeeeli. 

T^MM. 

BritUh 

66 

61,612 

8 

8,477 

78 

61,089 

▲mericui     ...       ^ 

ISO 

67,668 

... 

... 

180 

67,666 

Swedish   and   Nor- 

weclan      

no 

80,260 

... 

M. 

110 

80,260 

IttUiaa         

87 

64,688 

... 

... 

87 

64,683 

Buatlan        

26 

16,198 

... 

M. 

26 

16,198 

▲mtrlui       

10 

8,481 

... 

•M 

10 

8,481 

6 

8,460 

••• 

.•• 

•6 

8^460 

G«niuui        ^       M. 

6 

8.014 

t— 

6 

M14 

Other  MontriM      ... 

6 

2,286 

... 

... 

6 

2,286 

TMal      

446 

277,881 

8 

8,477 

468 

286,868 

„    forUierMr 

prMedinff     ... 

606 

862,166 

8 

8,806 

006 

860^661 

C&BABID. 


SalUng. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationalitr. 

Nomberof 
Yeeeela. 

Tone. 

Nnmberof 
Veieela. 

Tone. 

Nnmberof 
YeeMls. 

Tone. 

British         

67 

68,266 

8 

9,4n 

76 

62,742 

American     ...       ... 

168 

67,810 

.•• 

... 

168 

67,810 

Swedlah  and    Nor- 

wegian     ... 

106 

76,702 

... 

— 

106 

76,702 

Italian          

86 

66,861 

... 

86 

66,861 

Boesian        ...       ... 

86 

22,440 

•  M 

M. 

86 

22,449 

Aostrian      

11 

8,047 

... 

.M 

11 

8,047 

German        

7 

^027 

... 

.M 

7 

6,027 

Other  ooontriee      ... 

10 

6,120 

... 

10 

Mao 

Total      

481 

298,771 

8 

9,477 

489 

808,248 

„    torthe  year 

preceding     ... 

667 

820,676 

8 

8,806 

•70 

824,072 
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ITKITliB  SIAarES. 


UtTiraK  of  Principnl  Articles  of  Export  from  Penpacola  duriog  tlie 

learM86. 


ArUcles. 

1885. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Pitch  pine  lumber  .^ 
Sawn     pitch     pine 

timber      ,. 
Hewn    pikh     pin« 

timber      •• 
Cotton 
Pig  iron 
Other  articles 

100,950,573 

7,556,522 

2,055,609 
12,787 
2,088 
«• 

£       8,    d. 

252,a76    8    7 

178,170    5  11 

42,825    8    9 

183,197  18    4 

8,679    8    4 

980    4    2 

101,442,000 

8,140,877 

2,288,608 
14,443 

£        ^.  d, 
258,605    0    0 

186,550     6    2 

47,679     6    8 
142,925  10    6 

1,187  14     2 

Total     .. 

•• 

611,179    4    1 

•  • 

681,897  17     5 

Eetuxw  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Pensacola  during  the  Yewr 

1885. 


Articles. 

18S5. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Other     „ 

• 

•  • 

£        5.       d. 

• 
26,189  11     8 

• 

•• 

£      8.     d, 

• 

14,248  15    0 

Total     .. 

•  • 

26,189  11     8 

•  • 

14,248  15    0 

The  following,  as  regards  the  ahove  table  of  exports,  is  descriptive 
of  the  Tallies,  qunntities,  weights,  and  meaflupes,  the  conversion  of 
money  into  sterling  being  at  the  rate  of  4  dol.  80  c.  per  £ : — 

Lumber,  at  average  of  12  dol.  {21.  10«.)  per  1,000  soperfical  feet. 
Sawn  timber  „         „   lie.        (6id)      „    cubic  toot 

Cotton  „         „  9ic.        (43d.)      „    lb.  for  year  1884. 

„  „         .,   10  <5.         (6d.)        „        „       „    1885. 

„     i&balaaof5001bs.av6i»ge  weight  each  bale. 
Pig  iron,  in  tons,  at  20  dol.  (4/.  8«.  id.)  per  ton. 


*  As  regards  the  above  fable  of  imports,  the  quantities  and  values  of  Uic  chie 
articles  of  trade  cannot  bo  ascertained,  there  being  no  regular  chamber  of  trade. 
Breadstuffs,  groceries,  hardware,  and  such-like  goods  are  received  from  the  lai:ge 
northern  and  western  markets. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Pensacola 
and  Imported  to  Pensacola  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1884  and  1885 ;— 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1885. 

1884. 

1885. 

1884. 

£         #.    d. 

£         *.    d. 

£       $.d. 

£     ».   d. 

United  Kingdom    . . 

288,410    4    2 

247,601     0  10 

25,658    6  8 

10,429  11  8 

France 

86,970    8    4 

34,918     6     8 

, , 

Argentine  Republic. . 

3.',  172  10     0 

28,809  16  10 

•  • 

Netherlands.. 

17,898  19     2 

27,319    7     6 

•  • 

United      SUtes     of 

Colombia  . .         . , 

20,221  17    6 

.  24.884  11     8 

^^ 

Uruguay 

21,884    8    4 

22,594  11     8 

, , 

Spain 

20,406     0  10 

23,732     6  10 

•  • 

Italy 

19,868  16     0 

21,839    8    4 

,, 

.. 

Belgium 

12,707     6  10 

6,614  11     8 

•  • 

Germany      . .         . . 

4,430    8    4 

12,793    2     6 

•  • 

Portugal 

4,966  17     6 

6,126  18     4 

•  • 

Other  countries 

7,459  11     8 

12,540     4     2 

531     5  0 

8,819    8  4 

Total     .. 

434,897     1     8 

469,123  15    0 

26,189  11  8 

14,248  15  0 

The  difference  between  the  total  Yaluc  of  exports  given  above,  and  t       «i^     j 
the  total  value  of  all  exports  given  in  tlie  second  table  of  this  report,  eJJSrts  ^ 
relating  to  export  and  imports,  is  accounted  for  by  the  explanation  that  generally, 
during  the  year  1885  articles  valued  at  176,282/.  2*.  5</.,  and  during 
the  year  1884  articles  valued  at  162,774Z.  2*.  6d.,  were  shipped  to  ports 
in  the  United  States. 

As  shown  by  the  tabulated  statements  in  this  report,  the  export 
trade  of  Pensacola  for  the  past  year  was  not  equal  to  the  average 
yearly  export  trade  of  the  place  for  some  years  previous :  depressed 
markets  abroad,  particularly  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  pitch  pine 
wood — the  staple  product  of  this  part  of  the  State  of  Florida — having 
been  the  chief  cause  of  the  falling  off  in  the  trade.  The  value  of  the 
imports  given,  as  from  the  United  Kingdom,  is  mostly  for  superphos- 
phate, for  fertilising  purposes,  and  salt — which  articles,  on  arrival,  are 
sent  forward  (the  fertilising  compounds)  to  surrounding  cotton-plant- 
ing districts,  and  much  of  the  salt  is  also  sent  to  various  surrounding 
places  in  trading  transactions.  From  countries  other  than  the  United 
Kingdom  the  imports  consist  mostly  of  wines  and  fruits. 

Mobile,  February  20, 1886. 
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